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P K E FAT O R Y X OTE. 


t '.f  }j;»t<*ry  of  tli e County  of  Westchester,  in  New  York,  during  the  period  commencing  with  the  Spring 
’O?/  * and  ld'*sing  "hh  the  early  Winter  of  1 7 8-3,  contains  more  of  general  interest  than  can  be  found  in 
of  any  otlier  County  in  the  I’nited  States,  during  the  same  period,  that  of  Suffolk,  in  Massichu- 
and  that  .if  New  York,  in  New  York,  not  excepted. 

So  one  who  has  hitherto  pretended  to  speak  or  to  write  of  the  grand  old  agricultural  County  of  West- 
£jS>«s t«-r,  a s a County,  during  the  revolutionary  era,  has  done  more  than  to  mention,  with  more  or  less  of  precision 
»:.  ! particularity,  the  movements  of  two  adverse  Armies  over  her  highways  and  her  cultivated  fields,  one  of 
ifon  Kingshridge  to  the  White  Plains,  the  other  from  the  Sound  to  the  same  objective  point ; theskirmish 
a. !,  h.i.s  been  dignified  with  the  name  of  a Battle,  which  ensued  ; the  ridiculous  military  spectacle  of  the  two 
3-;;  <_'.*tiisiic  Armies  retreating  from  the  White  Plains,  in  opposite  directions,  and  in  the  piresence  of  each 
..[her ; the  half  dozen  military  raids,  sometimes  from  one  of  the  belligerents  and  sometimes  from  the  other, 
i.\  whom  the  unarmed  and  entirely  defenceless  and  previously  plundered  fanners  were  subsequently  harassed 
and  plundered,  again  and  again;  the  denouement  of  a very  serious  defection  and  plot,  the  latter  discovered 
within  that  County;  the  union  of  the  allied  forces  of  France  and  the  Lnited  States,  previous  to  that  cele- 
brated movement  to  the  Southward  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  Lord  Cornwallis  and  his  command;  and 
the  escort  duty  which  was  performed  by  a Troop  of  Westchester-county  Cavalry,  when  General  Washington 
and  Governor  Cliuton  and  their  respective  suites  entered  the  City  of  New  York,  the  closing  military  move- 
ment of  the  War  of  the  American  Revolution.  All  these  have  been  told,  over  and  over  again,  with  more  or 
1-  -s  of  precision  and  particularity,  and  with  mechanical  uniformity  of  order  and  general  statements;  but  all 
these  various  writers,  from  Gordon  and  Ramsey  to  the  younger  Bolton  and  Ridpath,  have  successively  and 
uniformly  belittled  the  history  of  that  community  of  industrious  and  peaceful  and  prosperous  and  conservative 
farmers,  who  occupied  what  was  known,  geographically,  as  the  County  of  Westchester,  during  the  ten  yeais 
which  arc  now  under  consideration,  a history  which  consisted,  in  truth,  of  vastly  more  than  a series  of  mili- 
tary movements  and  the  providential  detection  of  a military  defection  and  pilot;  and  it  has  consequently 
lie  u left  to  other  hands  and  to  other  pens,  to  do,  with  greater  labor  and  less  satisfaction,  what  should  have 
been  done,  many  years  since,  while  the  material  was  more  abundant  and  more  procurable,  and  while  some, 
at  least,  of  the  actors  in  that  great  drama  were  here,  to  afford  their  more  intelligent  assistance. 

An  attempt  has  been  made,  in  this  work,  to  do  a small  portion  of  what  has  been,  thus,  hitherto,  neglected ; 
and  if  we  shall  have  succeeded  in  the  little  which  we  have  earnestly  and  laboriously  attempted  to  do,  the 
reader  will  find,  therein,  a brief,  but  honestly  told,  record  of  those  influences,  obtruded  from  beyond  the 
County  itself,  without  invitation  from  and  in  known  opposition  to  the  inclinations  of  those  who  were  within 
the  County, which,  during  the  earlier  revolutionary  era,  transformed  a well-cultivated  and  highly  productive 
agricultural  region  into  one  over  which,  without  the  baleful  assistance  of  a foreign  enemy,  were  spread,  by 
Mlow -colonists  and  fellow-subjects,  the  sickening  evidences  of  obtruded  and  unwelcome  partisan  bitterness 
and  relentlessness,  presented  in  the  devastation  and  waste  and  desolation  which,  everywhere  throughout  the 
* -unity,  then  prevailed — of  those  influences,  wielded  by  those  who  are  unduly  claimed  to  have  been  patriotic 
- A \ i ramus,  which  carried  with  them,  into  the  quiet  and  peaceful  homesteads  of  agricultural  Westchester- 
. persecution  and  outrage  and  barbarism,  such  as  the  world  has  seldom  seen,  since  the  restraining 
. ' ltrf  of  Christianity  has  prevailed  over  those  who,  if  left  to  themselves,  as  in  the  instances  of  those  of 
w ■ we  write,  would  have  been  only  ruthless  barbarians,  notwithstanding  the  habiliments  of  civilization  in 
*,U:’  !i  sometimes  appeared.  We  have  endeavored  to  trace  those  evil  influences,  back,  to  their  origin, 
iu  i award,  as  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  go,  to  their  final  sad  results;  and,  in  more  than  one  instance, 
hs><*  Mi’ii  those  who  controlled  and  wielded  those  influences,  climb  over  the  shattered  remains  of  what, 
bei.rrr.  had  been  intelligent  and  industrious  and  contented  families,  and  peaceful  and  plentifully- supplied 
home-,  and  productive  farms,  from  the  scenes  of  plunder  and  devastation  and  general  ruin,  of  misery  and 
hopelessness,  and  woe,  in  which  they  had  been  the  principal  actors,  to  those  high  places  of  honor  and  emolu- 
ment and  power  to  which  they  had  aspired  and  for  the  attainment  of  which  they  had  not  hesitated  to  bring 
all  that  wretchedness  and  ruin  on  others,  to  which  we  have  alluded. 

v • 


VI 


PREFATORY  NOTE. 


We  have  endeavored  to  present  a complete  history  of  the  political  as  well  :is  of  the  military  affairs  of 
We*! Chester- 1 oi'nty,  from  the  organization  of  the  first  political  body,  the  Committee  of  Fifty-one,  in  the  City 
of  New  York,  by  whom,  in  May,  1774,  the  first  attempt  was  made  to  draw  the  farmers  of  Wcstchester-county 
into  the  vortex  of  revolutionary  politics,  until,  early  in  December,  177b,  the  remarkable  spectacle  was  pre- 
sented to  the  world  of  two  antagonistic  Armies  turning  their  backs  on  each  other  and  retreating,  in  opposite 
directions,  without  the  slightest  attempt  at  pursuit,  by  either — circumstances  over  which  we  could  not  exer- 
cise any  control  having  prevented  a continuation  of  the  narrative  to  the  close  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution, 
as  we  originally  designed  to  have  done,  we  could  do  no  more  than  that — and,  whatever  may  have  been  the 
measure  of  our  success,  in  the  work  which  we  have  undertaken  to  do,  as  far  as  we  have  done  it,  we  have  been 
actuated,  in  all  which  we  have  written,  by  nothing  else  than  by  an  earnest  desire  to  ascertain  the  exact  truth 
of  every  subject  to  which  we  have  directed  the  reader’s  attention  ; to  present  the  truth-,  thus  ascertained 
faithfully  and  fearlessly;  and,  as  far  as  our  strength  and  resources  and  ability  should  permit,  to  preseut  to 
the  descendants  of  those  farmers  of  Westchester-county  of  whom  we  were  particularly  writing,  something 
which,  in  the  absence  of  anything  better  fitted  for  that  purpose,  should  serve  as  a memorial  of  the  sufferings 
to  which  their  ancestors  were  subjected,  by  their  own  countrymen  more  than  by  those  of  foreign  countries  and 
quite  as  much  while  an  armed  foe  was  unknown  throughout  the  Colony  as  while  the  tramp  of  opposing 
Armies  was  heard  throughout  the  County.  Notwithstanding  all  its  defects,  therefore,  we  trust  the  volume 
which  contains  the  results  of  our  prolonged  and  earnest  labor,  and  which  is,  now,  laid  before  the  reader,  will 
he  accepted  as  our  humble  offering  to  the  memory  of  those  farmers  and  farmers’  wives  and  farmers’  children, 
residents  of  the  County  of  Westchester,  during  the  era  of  persecution  and  outrage  and  lawless  violence, 
1774~’S.'!,  and  during  the  era  of  War  and  its  barbarous  accompaniments,  177G-’83,  who  were  subjected  to  and 
who  endured  the  outrages  and  barbarities  of  which  we  have  made  mention  ; and  if,  at  the  same  time,  it  shall 
serve  as  a contribution  to  the  geueral  history  of  the  County,  the  measure  of  our  satisfaction  will  have  been 
completed. 

lu  the  prosecution  of  our  authorial  labors,  we  have  generally  depended  on  the  resources  of  our  own 
work-library  ; but  we  have  been  favored  with  loans  of  half  a dozen  volumes  which  were  not  on  our  shelves, 
by  Colonel  J.  Thomas  Scharf,  LL.D.,  of  Baltimore,  and  Smith  Williamson,  Esq.,  of  this  City;  and  the  files 
of  local  Newspapers,  in  the  Library  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  have,  also,  been  usefully  resorted 
to-— for  the  use  of  all  these,  our  sincere  thanks  are  due,  and,  hereby,  tendered.  Messrs.  William  and  Robert 
Kelhy,  of  the  New  Y'ork  Historical  Society,  have  kindly  made  examinations  and  copies  of  papers  for  us, 
when  we  were  unable  to  do  so  for  ourself:  our  valued  friends,  Hon.  J.  0.  Dykinan  aud  Hon.  Lewis  C.  Platt, 
of  the  White  Plains,  and  William  Heathcote  L>e  Lancey,  Esq.,  of  the  City  of  New  York,  have  given  their 
valuable  assistance  in  determining  and  describing  localities,  in  Westchester  and  Pelham  and  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  White  Plains,  which  were  the  scenes  of  military  operations  described  in  our  narrative:  to  the  Rev.  E. 
Edwards  Beardsley,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  of  New  Haven,  we  are  indebted  for  the  use  of  trustworthy  material, 
concerning  the  raid  on  East  Chester  and 'West  Chester,  by  banditti  from  Connecticut,  which,  but  for  his 
kindness  and  assistance,  we  would  have  been  obliged  to  have  used  at  second  hand  and  in  untrustworthy 
fonus:-otir  valued  friend,  Edward  F.  de  Lancey,  Esq.,  has  been  unwearied  in  answering  our  many  questions 
and  its  affording  us  the  benefits  of  his  valuable  suggestions  and  advice,  for  the  improvement  of  our  work:  and 
our  very  dear  friend,  Professor  Charles  J.  Little,  LL.D.,  of  the  Syracuse  University,  has.  also,  employed  his 
ripe  scholar-hip  and  acute  critical  abilities  in  suggesting  changes  and  additions  where  such  changes  and 
additions  were  desirable,  in  the  presentation  of  the  results  of  our  studies  or  for  the  further  instruction  of  the 
r-.  ader  — to  each  and  every  one  of  these,  we  return  our  most  grateful  acknowledgments.  There  is  one  other 
whom  we  cannot  forget,  in  this  connection,  our  very  dear  friend  aud  family  physician,  R.  Heber  Bedell,  M.D., 
of  i n-mont,  in  this  City,  without  whose  untiring  watchfulness  of  our  very  delicate  health,  with  God's  bless- 
ing on  his  labors,  during  the  many  months  of  feebleness  and  pain  with  which  we  have  been  afflicted,  while 
• a;;.!  iv.-.l  in  the  preparation  of  this  work  and  until  this  time,  we  could  not  possibly  have  completed  so  much 
«lial  wv  had  undertaken  to  do : to  him,  for  that  almost  filial  attention  to  our  health  and  comfort,  during 
h a-  Us.  ,-! i the  most  trying  labor  of  our  authorial  life,  we  gladly  record  our  very  great  obligations  and 
ur  ai if.- it  gratitude. 

Henry  B.  Dawson7. 

Murrisama,  New  York  City, 

Au-u.-t  lli,  ISSb. 
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WESTOHESTER-COUYTY,  RE\Y  YORK. 


DURING 


’I' H E A M E E I C A N E E V O L U T I O N 


“ — 


WESTCHESTER  COUNT'S 


T 


Ru ring  the  entire  period  extending  from  the  first 
settlement  which  was  made  by  Europeans,  within  that, 
portion  of  New  Netherland  which,  subsequent  to  the 
tir-t  of  November,  1683,  was  known  as  the  “County 
“of  Westchester,”  in  New  York,  until  within  the 
memory  of  living  men,  the  inhabitants  of  that  portion 
of  the  country,  with  rare  exceptions,  were  either  cul-  ! 
tivators  of  its  soil  or  employed  in  other  occupations  1 
which  were,  then,  necessary  for  the  comfort  and 
well-being  of  such  a purely  agricultural  community.1 


A very  large  proportion  of  those  farmers,  however, 
especially  during  the  earlier  Colonial  period,  was  not 
composed  of  owners,  in  fee-simple,  of  the  soil  which 
they  cultivated,  that  having  been  held,  in  such  in- 
stances, on  Leases  from  the  Lords  of  the  several 
Manors  into  which  the  County  was  largely  divided;2 
but  those  Leases  were  generally  for  long  terms  of 
years,  on  easy  terms  of  rental,  with  liberal  provisions 
for  renewals;  and  those  who  held  them  were  seldom 
j disturbed  in  their  continued  and  quiet  possession  of 
I their  respective  properties.3 


1 “The  Inhabitants  indeed  live  all  upon  their  own  ; but  are  generally 
“poor.” — her.  John  Bartow  to  the  Venerable  Society , “Westchester  in 
e\v  York  Province,  4th  Nov.,  1702.” 

“The  people  of  this  County,  having  generally  land  of  their  own,  al- 
41  though  they  dont  want,  few  or  none  of  them  much  abound.  * — Colonel 
Caleb  Heathcote  to  the  Venerable  Society,  “Manor  of  ScaeSP.vle,  N'oy. 
“9,  17(i5.” 


In  1711,  Uev.  John  Bartow  wrote  to  the  Yen crable  Society,  from  West- 
che>tc-r,  which  was,  then,  the  County-seat  and  principal  Village:  “The 
“Inhabitant*!  of  our  Parish  live  scattered  and  dispersed  up  and  down  in 
“the  Woods,  so  that  many  cannot  repair  constantly  to  the  Church,  by 
“reason  of  their  great  distance  from  it.”  Quoted  by  ?[r.  Bolton , Ei?w»ry 
• •f  Westchester  County,  Second  edition , i.,  340.  The  “Parish  " referred 
t*>,  included,  then,  the  more  recent  Towns  of  Westchester,  West  Farms, 
Morrisania,  Kingsbridge,  Yonkers,  Eiust  Chester,  Pelham,  and  New 
Rochelle. 

See.  uls.»,  the  letters  of  Bee.  Ilobert  Jcnney  to  the  Venerable  Society , 
“ R>  f , Dec.  15, 1722  ; ” her  John  Bartow  to  the  Bishop  of  London,  “ West- 
•Viif.vtkr,  in  the  Province  of  New  York,  in  America.  July  13, 1721 
hft.  h bert  Jenney  to  the  same, “ At  Rye,  in  the  Province  of  Nf.w 
\ a k k , July  IS,  1724;”  her.  I’eter  Stouppe  to  the  Venerable  Sciefy, 
MN’>:w  Rochelle,  Dec.  11,  1727  Iiev.  James  Welmore  to  the  same, 
“ 1-iVK,  *«\  binary  20,  1727-28  etc. 

\<  the  people  of  this  Country  are  all  farmers,  they  are  dispersed  up 
-n  i 2..W11  the  Country ; and  even  in  Towns  every  one  has  a plott  of  at 
• **-  : -u  acres, which  distances  his  neighbor  from  him.” — her.  Thomas 


1 to  the  Venerable  Society,  “ WESTCHESTER,  N'ov.  5,  1729.” 

Utter  of  her.  James  Wet  more  to  the  Venerable  Society,  “Rye, 
1 - * *•*•*;”  The  Parish  of  hye  to  the  same,  “ Province  of  N’f.w 

i ax,  l>ii  t .as:,  March  G,  1744;”  her.  Joseph  Lamp-ton  to  the  same, 
•*  N a;t>i  \-n.r,  in  the  pAri<h  op  Rye,  February  10,1740-47;“  Reo. 
fj^uerr  to  the  *inte,  “STAMFORD  IN  CONNECTICUT,  IN  XfAY  En’O- 

nxn,  31rtrci»  2*.  l.M  ;”  Rev.  Harry  Honro  to  the  same,  “ PlliUPS- 
i » a .M,  \ .-brmTry  1,  ImO  ; hev.  KpCnetus  Townsend  to  the  same, 
S v l f m , W»>T.  MI  STER  C..'.  NTy,  Mar-  h 2f>,  1771;”  etc. 

In  1-11.  llrv.  Timothy  Dwight,  President  uf  Vale-college,  passed 
through  WtrsU- luster-county,  and  wrote,  of  the  Town  of  Eastchester,  ex- 


I 


cept  “a  small  scattered  Village,”  “the  rest  of  the  Township  is  covered 
“ with  plantations” — Trace's,  iii.,  4S0 — and,  of  the  Town  ofMamaron^ck, 
“ it  is. wholly  a collection  ot  plantations;  and  can  scarcely  be  said  to 
“contain  even  a hamlet.  It  is  set.  however,  with  a number  of  good  houses 
“and  excellent  farms.” — Ibid , iii.,  487.-— Of  thy  County,  as  a whole,  he 
wrote  thus:  “It  is  universally  settled,  so  far  as  the  nature  of  the 
“ground  will  admit ; and  is  almost  merely  a collection  of  Farms.” — Ibid, 
iii.,  489. 

We  have  resorted,  also,  to  our  own  recollections  of  Westchester- 
countv,  which  extend  far  beyond  that  day  when  the  quiei  and  tiie  monis 
of  the  County  were  first  disturbed  by  the  rush  of  a train  of  railroa  l- 
cars  and  the  screeching  of  a locomotive,  within  its  territory. 

- r t:  the  Autumn  of  17tS9.  it  was  stated  in  the  Assembly  that  the  Manors 
of  Pliilipseborcugii  and  Cortkiudt,  exclusive  of  all  other  portions  of  the 
County,  contained  “one-third  of  the  people  in  the  County;”  but  the 
number  of  Freeholders  was  somewhat  inrreased,  during  the  later  Colonial 
period,  as  it  was  the  .practice  of  the  greater  number  of  the  Proprietors  .to 
sell  the  fee-simple,  whenever  it  was  applied  for.  — Edward  F.  Je  Lancey  to 
Henry  B.  Dawson. 

3 An  instance  of  the  permanence  of  occupation,  by  tenants  on  the 
Manors,  is  seen  in  the  case  of  the  Anjevines,  thus  referred  to  by  7*1  r. 
Bolton  : “Under  the  Heath  coto-s  and  Pe  Lancey?,  t!u*  Anjevines  held 
the  large  farm,”'  [hi  Scarsdale,]  “bearing  their  name,  now  owned  by 
Alexander  M.  Bruou,  M.D.,  for  four  Generations.” — History  of  West- 
chester County , second  edition,  ii.,  231, 

Although  the  Manors  of  Livingston  and  Rc*n?selaerwyck  and  the  Scott 
and  Pdc-nheim  and  Duanesburg  and  Clark  and  Kortright  and  Harden- 
burg  and  Desbrosses  and  Livingston  ami  Montgomery  and  Armstrong 
and  Banyar  and  Hunter  and  Overing  and  Lewis  and  V^rplanck  and 
other  Patents  were  not  in  Westehestcr-county,  the  relations  of  landlord! 
and  tenant  were  the  same,  unless  in  the  rentals,  in  all  ; and  they  were 

the  i me  as  th which  generally  prevailed  on  th  Manors  •:  ! ther 

large  estates,  in  Westcliester-coiinty.  The  student  who  shall  - r 
learn  more  on  that  subject  of  American  feudalum,  as  it  existed  before 
and  since  the  American  Revolution,  may  find  very  much  which  will  be 
useful  to  him,  in  the  Rep  >rt  on  the  D'jicn.lties  esbling  between  the  /Y*.pr;t* 

1 * 


W J :s'!:c  L I EST  E u cou -\ T V . 


With  the  exception  of  the  frequently  seen  Grist-  j 
mills  and  Sawmills  and  an  occasional  Fullingmill/  j 
the  a ;_r irrigate  amount  of  whose  mainilio  tnred  pro-  1 
ducts  did  not  generally  exceed  the  demands  of  the 
several  neighborhoods  in  which  they  were  respec- 
tively situated,  there  were  no  Manufactories  of  any 
kind,  within  the  County;  and  those  who  owned  aud 
ran  the  Mills  to  which  we  have  referred,  when  those 
Mills  were  not  owned  and  managed  in  the  interest  of 
tiie  Lords  of  the  Manors  in  which  they  were  respec-  i 
tively  seated,"  more  frequently  than  otherwise,  were  j 
also  occupants  and  cultivators  of  adjacent  farms.  The  \ 
Blacksmiths  and  the  Wheelwrights,  the  Masons  and  j 
the  Carpenters,  the  Tailors  and  the  Shoemakers,  the  \ 
Storekeepers  on  the  roadside  and  the  Tavernkeepers  j 
on  the  corners,  all  of  them  reasonably  regarded  as  1 
peculiarly  necessary  portions  of  every  rural  commu- 
nity, were,  very  often,  in  this,  also  farmers  on  a j 
smaller  scale.'1  The  Market-sloops  which,  then,  ! 
made  their  periodical  trips  between  the  many  land-  I 
ing-places,  on  the  North-river  or  on  the  Sound,  and  | 
the  neighboring  City,  affording  the  only  means,  unless 
those  which  were  supplied  by  teams,  for  the  transpor-  1 
tation  of  passengers  and  freight,  which  the  County  1 
then  possessed,  were  generally  owned,  wholly  or  in  ; 
part,  by  well-to-do  fanners  living  in  the  vicinity  of  ] 
the  landing-places  from  which  they  respectively 
sailed;  and,  not  uufrequently,  those  Sloops  were  nav-  ! 
igated  by  younger  members  of  their  owners’  families  i 
or  by  the  young  sons  of  some  of  their  neighbors,  of 
whom  one,  in  every  instance,  discharged  the  double  j 
duty  of  “Captain  ” and  Marketman.4  Even  the  little  j 
Villages  which  were,  then,  scattered  over  the  County, 
some  of  them  made  famous  in  the  history  of  the  ! 
world  because  of  notable  events  which  have  occurred 
near  them,  were  inhabited,  principally,  by  those  aged  i 
or  more  than  usually  wealthy  people — the  greater  por-  , 
tion  of  them  also  cultivators  as  well  as  owners  of  | 
neighboring  farms — whose  more  abundant  means  en-  j 
abled  them  to  spend  their  days,  more  agreeably  than  | 
on  their  own  farms,  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  greater 
social  privileges  afforded  in  a country  village  life.3  In 


tors  of  certain  Leasehold  Estates  awl  their  Tenants , presented  to  the  Assembly 
of  New  York,  in  1S1G,  and  re-prod need,  with  an  introductory  Note,  in  The  ; 
Writi'iijs  and  speeches  of  Samuel  J.  Tihh-n,  edited  by  Job  u Bigelow,  i.,  l>c.  : 

1 Tins  notorious  Captain  Cornelius  Sreenrod  was  the  proprietor  of  more  ! 
than  one  Fulling-mill,  in  Cortland t Manor,  at  the  opening  of  the  War  ! 
of  ? lie  Revolution. 

-The  old  Mill,  on  the  Pocantieo,  near  the  ancient  Manor-house  of  the  j 
Philipses,  is  a notable  example  of  a Manorial  Mill,  continued  until  our  i 
own  day. 

3 “Their  employment  is  husbandry,  even  Innkeepers,  Shopkeepers, 
‘•Smiths,  and  Shoemakers  not  excepted;  so  that  we  pray,  nay,  and  | 
“ wait  too,  for  everything  done  in  this  Country.” — lUr.  Thomas  Sian-  j 
nard  to  the  Venerable  Society,  “ Westchester,  Nov.  5,  lTi'J.” 

Within  the  period  of  our  own  recollection,  this  primitive*  combination 
of  occupations  was  widely  continued  ; and  every  one  who  is  acquainted 
with  the  County,  now,  can  readily  call  to  mind  more  than  one  instance  ’ 
still  existing. 

. •*  The  jH-rMonal  recollections  of  members  of  our  own  family,  exteudiug  j 
further  back  than  our  own,  afford  ample  authority  for  this  statement.  ! 

5 “ Even  in  Towns  every  one  lias  a plott  of  at  least  ten  acres,  which  j 


short,  as  was  said  in  the  beginning,  there  were  few. 
among  the  residents  of  that  portion  of  the  country 
during  the  later  Colonial  period,  who  were  not  either 
actual  cultivators  of  the  soil  or  in  some  way  con- 
nected with  or  dependent  on  those  who  were  thus 
employed. 

With  a more  than  usually  productive  Soil,  not  yet 
exhausted  by  a vicious  system  of  cultivation  ; with  a 
temperate  Climate,  which  was  not  only  conducive  to 
healthfulness,  in  the  inhabitants,  but  promotive  of  the 
best  interests  of  the  farmers,  in  the  ripening  and  har- 
vesting of  their  crops  ; with  moderate  Rentals  for  the 
properties  held  by  those  of  them  who  were  not  Free- 
holders; and  with  Taxes  which  were  only  nominal  in 
amount;  too  far  removed  from  the  frontier  to  be  har- 
assed by  the  inroads  of  hostile  Savages;  and  near 
enough  to  the  not  distant  City  to  enjoy  the  great  ad- 
vantages which  it  atl'orded,  in  a constant  Market,  at 
the  highest  prices,  for  all  the  surplus  products  of  their 
farms  which  they  should  desire  to  sell,  and,  at  the 
lowest  prices,  for  whatever,  of  necessities  or  of  luxu- 
ries, the  products  of  this  or  of  other  countries,  which 
they  should  desire  to  buy — in  the  enjoyment  of  all 
these,  the  farmers  of  Westchester-couuty,  especially 
during  the  later  Colonial  period,  were  favored  as  few 
other  purely  agriculturists  have  been  favored,  then  or 
since,  in  any  part  of  the  world. 

With  rare  exceptions,  these  WesteUester-county 
farmers  were  intelligent  men,' sufficiently  educated  for 
all  the  purposes  of  fla  ir  bu-ine-'s  and  of  their  recre- 
ation— even  among  the  earlier  of  the  several  Towns, 
those  farmers  included,  in  their  Westchester-county 
homes,  men  and  women  of  culture,  whose  names,  and 
characters,  and  abilities,  as  scholars  aud  statesmen, 
in  several  instances,  arc  matters  of  history,  known 
throughout  the  world: ''  whilethe  intelligence  of  those 
of  later  Colonial  periods  is  seen  in  the  multitude  of 
ecclesiastical  and  political  papers,  signed  by  large 
numbers  of  them,  and  rarely  disfigured  by  the 
“marks”  of  those  signers  which  have  always  been 
apologetic  of  the  illiteracy  of  those  who  have  thus 
used  them.  There  were  very  few  among  them,  during 
the  latter  days  of  the  Colony,  who  were  not  temperate, 
industrious,  and  prudent  in  the  management  of  their 
farms  and  their  business  affairs  ; they  were  commonly 
very  mindful  of  their  duties  to  their  families  and  of 
those  to  their  neighbors;  and  they  were  generally 
diligent  in  the  discharge  of  at  least  their  outward 
duties  to  God.  During  the  period  last  referred  to, 
not  many  among  them  were  not  in  comfortable  cir- 
cumstances: many  of  them  were  what  is  called  “weil- 
“ to-do:”  some  of  them,  particularly  those  who  were 
members  of  the  older  families,  in  those  days  of  simple 
habits,  were  considered  wealthy.  All  of  them  were 

“ ilistiun.es  his  ueiirhlKir  from  him.” — Her.  Thoiwxs  Stannard  to  the  Ye  ti- 
er ah  It  Society,  KSTCSiESf  ER,  N *v.  5,  lTi'C’ 

#Mrs.  Anno  Hutchinson,  o«'  ivlham,  Adriaen  Van  dor  Dcack,  of 
Yonkers,  ami  Colonel  Caleb  Hcutkeoto,  uf  Mamaroneck,  may  be  referred 
to,  in  this  connection. 
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noted  for  their  open-handed  hospitality;  but.  amomr  [ 
the  older  and  more  wealthy  families,  whose  fields,  : 
and  barnyards,  and  granaries,  and  storerooms  were  j 
generally  teeming  with  all  the  comforts  and  many  of  | 
the  luxuries  of  life,  the  sturdy  farmer  and  his  tidy  i 
wife,  his  healthful  children  and  his  faithful  negroes,  ! 
vied  in  their  efforts  to  secure  to  the  acceptable  guests  ^ 
of  the  family,  a hearty  welcome;  to  make  the  stay  of  j 
thoHc  sojourners  agreeable;  and,  when  the  time  for  | 
their  departure  had  come,  to  induce  them  to  regret 
the  shortness  of  their  visit.  Where  the  necessaries  I 
and  comforts  of  life  were  so  abundant  and  so  general-  j 
lv  enjoyed,  Pauperism  was  comparatively  unknown; 
and  where  Pauperism  and  Intemperance  were  so  un- 
common, there  was  a minimum  of  Crime.1 

Especially  during  the  Colonial  period,  there  was  no 
Village,  at  the  County-seat  or  elsewhere,  within  the 
County,  which  contained  a population  sufficiently  nu- 
merous to  supply  the  neighboring  farmers,  nor  even 
its  own  inhabitants,  with  the  current  news  of  the  day  ; 2 
nor  was  there  any  settlement,  within  the  County, 
which  possessed  sufficient  influence  to  lead  the  fash- 
ions of  the  wives  and  daughters  of  those  farmers. 
There  was  not,  therefore,  nor  could  there  have  been, 
any  central  coterie  or  clique,  with  lofty  pretentions 
and  extended  ambition,  to  prompt  the  County,  in 
what  should  be  said  or.  done  by  its  inhabitants,  in 
support  of  or  in  opposition  to  any  proposition, 
whether  moral,  or  ecclesiastical,  or  political ; nor  was 
there  any  influence,  in  any  one  or  in  any  number, 
sufficient  to  associate  and  organize  those  farmers,  for 
any  purpose  whatever.  Every  one  was  dependent  on 
his  own  resources  and  on  his  roadside  or  fireside  chats 
with  his  neighbors,  for  whatever  information  he 
acquired  concerning  the  passing  events  of  that  event- 
ful period;  he  was  dependent,  mainly,  on  his  own 
intelligence  and  his  own  intellectual  powers,  for 
whatever  opinions  he  entertained,  on  any  subject; 
and,  except  on  some  extraordinary  occasions,  he  was 

1 A personal  examination  of  the  Records  of  the  County,  preserved  in 
the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  th  County,  at  the  White  Plains,  has  revealed, 
to  us,  the  significant  fact  that,  although  the  Records  of  Ci  -'l  Actions  in 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  the  Records  of  Roads,  and  other  similar 
Records,  from  a very  early  period.,  have  been  e;  refully  made  in  hooks 
provid'  d for  the  purpose  (in  one  instance,  if  in  n-  more,  ono  volume,  j 
by  being  reversed,  has  been  made  to  serve  for  two  distinct  lines  of  llee-  j 
or  Is)  an]  as  carefully  preserved,  the  Records  of  Criminal  Actions,  in  i 
any  m lull  the  Court-,  within  the  County,  were  not  tints  made  iu  hooks,  \ 
ur  ::1  long  after  the  time  of  which  we  write — until  long,  very  long,  after 
the  vl->s<*  of  the  peaceful  and  prosperous  and  happy  period  of  the  Colon- 

i »1  era — when  the  greater  number  and  more  important  character  of  the 
trim., ml  Actions — until  then  too  insignificant,  iu  number  and  character, 
to  entitle  them  to  >uch  a distinction,  among  the  County  Records — war- 
ranted, the  first  rime,  the  employment  of  books  in  which  to  keep  the 
Records  of  them. 

If  the  rough  Minutes  of  the  Courts,  in  Criminal  Actions,  prior  tolT'-T, 
were  preserved,  at  all,  they  have  all  disappeared  : and  we  f-  el  justified 
in  saying,  as  wu  have  Said,  in  the  text,  that  where  Pauperism  and  In- 
temperance were  as  uncommon  as  they  wore  in  WestchesP-r-county, 
during  the  later  Colonial  period,  there  was,  in  consequence,  a mini- 
mum of  Crime. 

2 It  is  understood  that  there  was  no  Newspaper  establi.-hed  in  Wost- 

chester-couuty,  until  about  1810,  when  one  wa.»  published  at. Somers,  and 

one  at  Peek.sk ill. 


left,  undisturbed,  iu  all  his  relations,  by  any  outside 
influence.3 

Such  a community  as  that  which  constituted  the 
Colonial  County  of  Westchester — a community  of 
well-situated,  intelligent,  and  well-to-do  farmers, 
diligently  and  discreetly  attending  to  its  own  affairs, 
without  the  disturbing  influence  of  any  Village  or 
County  coterie — has  generally  been  distinguished  for 
its  rigid  Conservatism,  in  all  its  relations;  and  such 
a community  lias  always  been  more  inclined  to  main- 
tain those  various  long-continued,  well-settled,  and, 
generally,  satisfactory  relations,  with  more  than  or- 
dinary tenacity,  preferring,  very  often,  to  continue 
an  existing  inconvenience  or  an  intangible  wrong,  to 
which  it  had  become  accustomed,  rather  than  to  ac- 
cept, in  its  stead,  the  possibility  of  an  advantage,  in- 
definitely promised,  in  an  untried  and  uncertain 
change.  The  tenure  under  which  so  many  of  those 
Westchester-county  farmers  held  their  lands,  which 
did  not  permit  them  to  enjoy  the  rights  of  Freehold- 
ers, at  the  Polls,  had,  from  the  beginning,  removed 
that  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  County  from 
the  arena  of  polities,  without  having  created  any 
discontent;  and,  to  a great  extent,  it  had  served,  also, 
to  increase  that  Conservatism,  even  iu  political 
affairs,  which  would  have  undoubtedly  controlled 
i even  those  who  were  Tenants,  under  any  other  cir- 
| cumstanccs.  There  is  not,  indeed,  any  known  evi- 
I clence  of  the  existence,  at  any  time,  within  the 
j County,  of  any  material  excitement,  among  the  great 
! body  of  those  farmers,  on  any  subject ; 4 and,  conse- 
| quently,  there  is  very  little,  if  any,  evidence  that  the 
excitement  of  the  earlier  opposition  to  the  Home 
Government,  which  had  so  seriously  disturbed  the 
peace  of  the  neighboring  City,  as  well  as  that  of  other 
Towns  and  Cities,  on  the  seaboard,  prior  to  the  Sum- 
mer of  1774,  had  found  any  active  sympathy,  in  West- 


a Except  wherein  our  authorities  for  particular  statement*  have  been 
already  given,  we  have  depended,  for  wliat  we  have  stated,  iu  this  and 
in  the  two  other  paragraphs  which  immediately  precede  this,  on 
the  knowledge  which  we  have  acquired,  concerning  Wesfi'hester- 
county,  its  inhabitants,  and  its  history,  from  th.-  numerous  books  and 
manuscripts  and  newspapers,  bearing  on  those  subjects,  which  have 
full'-h  into  our  hands  and  been  ex  -mined  by  us,  during  more  than  forty 
years  past ; on  the  informal  ion,  relating  thereto,  which  was  given  to  us. 
j T.-onally,  in  our  earlier  life,  by  aged  natives  of  the  County,  some  of 
them  dear  relatives,  and  one,  if  no  more,  whose  personal  recollections 
extended  hack,  beyond  the  Rodar.it  i-  n of  Indep  udence ; and  on  wh  it 
remained  of  the  character  and  habits  of  its  Colonial  inhabitants,  iu  those 
old  families  who  continued  to  linger  within  the  County,  when  we  first 
kn-'\v  it. 

4 We  are  not  insensible  of  the  discontent,  among  the  tenantry  on  the 
i Cortlandt  Muuor,  which  led  a considerable  number  of  them  and  of  those 
| who  favored  them,  in  April  and  May.  176'!,  to  move  down,  as  far  as 
' Kitigsbridge,  demanding  a redress  of  grievances,  and  making  serious 
j threats  against  their  Landlord;  but  it  was  only  a local  disturbance, 
reaching  only  to  the  limits  of  that  single ‘locality.  It  possessed  no  po- 
litical significance  whatever — it  was  grimly  said  f it.  by  a contemporary, 
“Sons  of  Liberty  great  npposers  to  these  Rioters  a-  they  are  of  opinion 
j “no  one  is  entitled  t>>  Ri  d hut  thenis-dves “ — and  it  was  promptly  sup- 
! pressed,  without  loss  of  either  property  or  life.  Those  who  are  curb  ns 
! to  know  more  of  this  outbreak  of  eurly  “Autirenters,1’ are  referred  to^ 
I the  Journal*  of  Captain  John  J/butresor,  36!,  363;  and  to  the  Colonia 
* Manuscript.- of  that  p.-riod. 
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chester-countv,  beyond  the  very  limited  circles  of 
those  who  had  held  public  offices  within  the  County, 
of  those  who  had  aspired  to  the  honors  and  emolu- 
ments of  office  which  they  had  not  been  able  to  se- 
cure, and  of  those  very  few  who  had  assumed  to  be 
either  socially  or  intellectually  or  pecuniarily  above 
the  general  grade  of  those  among  whom  they  lived. 
Indeed,  there  had  been  no  good  reason  for  those  farm- 
ers, comfortably  situated  on  their  inland  homesteads, 
to  take  any  particular  interest  in  those  struggles 
which,  from  an  early  period,  the  Boston,  the  Salem, 
the  New  York,  or  any  other  Ship  masters  and  Mer- 
chants had  been  waging,  for  the  protection  of  that 
long-continued  and  profitable  “illicit  trade,”  from 
which  no  benefit  had  ever  accrued  to  any  one  be- 
yond those  who  were  thus  noisily  defying  the  well- 
known  and  reasonable  Laws  of  the  Country;  and,  in 
the  more  recently  and  more  generally  created  politi- 
cal excitement,  it  had  mattered  very  little  to  the 
thrifty  housewives,  in  Westchester-eounty,  from  whose 
warehouses — whether  from  those  of  John  Hancock 
and  the  revolutionary  Merchants  of  Boston  and  New 
York,  or  from  those  of  the  Agents  of  the  East  India 
Company,  in  those  ports — their  teacups  should  be  i 
supplied,  since  the  Tea  which  had  been  smuggled  ! 
into  the  Colonies,  in  violation  of  law,  by  the  former,  ; 
was  quite  as  expensive,  and  not  always  as  well-fla-  ! 
vored,  as  that  which  had  been  imported,  legally  and 
legitimately,  by  the  latter.  Now  and  then,  it  is  true,  , 
those  of  these  farmers  who  were  Freeholders,  had 
been  engaged,  among  themselves,  in  a political  con-  j 
test  between  the  friends  of  the  De  Lanceys  and  those  of 
the  Morrises,  or  between  the  supporters  of  the  Van 
Cortlandts  and  those  of  the  Philipses,  all  of  them 
Westehester-couuty  Landlords,  for  seats  in  the  Gen-  j 
eral  Assembly  of  the  Colony1 * * 4  or  for  some  local  oh-  : 
ject ; hut,  beyond  such  merely  local  contests,  they  had  j 
never  gone— the  “Sons  of  Liberty”  were  not  repre- 
sented and  had  no  correspondents,  within  that  County. 

It  will  he  evident  to  every  one,  from  what  has  been 
stated  concerning  Colonial  Westchester-eounty  and  1 
those  who  occupied  it,  that  the  purposes  of  this  work, 
which  is  devoted  especially  to  the  history  of  that  • 
purely  agricultural  community,  do  not  require  us  to  j 
notice  the  long-continued  and  ably-conducted  strug- 
gle. of  parties,  throughout  the  Colony,  in  which  the  j 
Livingstons  and  the  Morrises  had  been  pitted  against 
the  De  Lanceys  and  the  Colonial  and  Home  Govern- 
ments; nor  will  it  be  necessary,  for  those  purposes,  I 
that  we  shall  present,  in  all  their  different  phases,  the  j 
antagonism  of  “ the  Merchants  aud  Traders”  of  every  j 

1 Doctor  Sparks,  in  Ills  Life  of  tionverueur  J {orris,  i.,  2<\  tohl  us  of  an  , 

" important  cause  in  which  that  gentlemen  was  engaged,"  befure  the  i 
Courts,  during  the  Colonial  era — “ that  of  a contested  Election,  in  West- 

44  chestcr-county,  where  he  had  Mr.  Jay  for  an  opponent."  We  are 
not  told  who  the  contending  parties,  in  that  action,  were;  but  it  is 
said,  "it  involved  principles  of  evidence,  questions  about  the  right  of  j 

4 suffrage,  ns  then  exercised,  and  a complication  of  facts,  local  and  gen-  j 
•‘era!,  which  gave  full  scope  for  the  display  of  legal  knowledge  and 


family  and  party  and  sect,  united  only  in  that  one 
opposition  to  the  Colonial  poliev  of  the  Home  Gov- 
ernment'— of  “the  Gentlemen  in  Trade,”  as  they 
i sometimes  called  themselves  — within  the  several 
Towns  and  Cities  oil  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  to  some 
of  the  long-established  Laws  of  the  Kingdom,  as  well 
as  to  those  which  had  been  enacted,  since  the  close 
; of  the  War  with  France  and  Spain,  for  the  purpose  of 
; meeting  the  necessities  of  the  Mother  Country,  occa- 
sioned by  the  enormous  expenses  of  that  eventful 
contest — the  unfranchised  Mechanics  and  Working- 
men of  that  period,  within  the  Cities  and  Towns  re- 
ferred to  1 (sometimes,  courted  and  caressed  bv  those 


2 It  is  proper  for  us  to  say  that  that  opposition  to  the  Colonial  policy 
of  the  Home  Government,  as  it  was  developed  w ithin  the  City  of  Xew 
York,  overpowered  every  difference  of  family  or  of  sect  or  of  party 
which  had  been  previously  known;  and  that  the  De  I.anceys  and  the 
Livingstons,  the*  Churchman  and  the  Dissenter,  the  Jacobin  and  the 
Georgian,  for  the  purposes  of  that  opposition  and  of  whatever  might  be 
necessary  to  establish  its  power,  becur.io  as  one  man — one  in  purpose, 
one  in  determination,  one  in  action,  one  in  everything. 

9 Inasmuch  a*  frequent  mention  will  he  made,  in  this  narrative,  ot 
these  unfranchised  Mechanics  and  Working-men,  it  is  proper  that,  in 
this  place,  we  should  explain  our  meaning  of  the  phrase,  in  order  that 
the  reader  may  not  be  ini-led.  concerning  it. 

Ry  the  Act  of  May  8,  1099,  it  was  provided  that  Representatives  to  the 
General  Assembly  "shall  he  chosen  in  every  Ciry,  and  County,  and 
“Manor  of  this  Province,  who  have  Right  to  cause,  by  People  dwelling 
"and  resident  in  the  same  Cities,  Oi unities,  and  Manors  ; whereof, 
"every  one  of  them  shall  have  Land  or  Tenements  improved  to  the 
"value  of  Forty  Pounds  in  Fret-hold,  free  from  all  Incumbrances,  and 
"have  possessed  the  same  Three  Months  before  the  Test  of  the  said 
“ Writ " [for  an  Election ;]  "and  they  which  shall  be  chosen,  shall  be 
“dwelling  and  resident  within  the  same  Cities,  Counties,  and  Manors  : 
“and  such  as  have  the  greatest  Number  of  them,  who  shall  have  Lands 
w or  Tenements  improved,  to  the  Value  of  Forty  Pound*  in  Free-hold, 
."free  from  all  Incumbrances,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  returned  by  the 
"Sheriffs  of  every  City,  Counties,  and  Manors,  Representatives  for 
“th- Assembly,  by  Indentures  sealed  betwixt  the  said  Sheriffs  and  the 
"said  Ch users,  so  to  be  mads." — (Lines  of  New  York , Chapter  LXXIV., 
Section  I.,  Livingston  and  Smith's  edition,  N-w-York  : 1752,  29,  3D  ; 
the  sin ne.  Chapter  LXXIV.,  Section  I.,  Vail  Sehaack’s  edition,  Xew- 
York  177 1,  2d.) 

By  the  Charter  of  the  City  of  Xew -York,  granted  by  Governor  Doa- 
gau,  in  1CS0,  the  Mayor  and  three  or  more  of  the  A1  lermeu  were  au- 
thorized to  moke  Freemen  of  ilie  City  from  among  certain  specified 
classes,  on  the  payment,  in  each  instance,  of  Five  Ron  rids,  not  an  insig- 
nificant sum,  at  that  early  period.*  Xo  person  could  do  business  of  any 
kind,  within  the  City,  unless  he  wore  u Freeman  of  the  Ciry;  and 
as  the  Freedom  of  the  City  also  vested  in  those  who  held  it 
the  Right  to  vote  for  Representatives  of  the  City  in  the  General 
Assembly,  it  will  bo  seen  that,  within  the  City,  the  tin  franchised  were 
only  those  Freeholders  who  Mere  not.  Freemen  and  whoso  Real  Estate 
was  encumbered  with  debt ; those  Freeholders  whose  inexpensive  homes 
were  not  worth  For'.y  Pounds — a largo  sum,  for  that  period  ; those  who 
labored  for  others,  as  Clerks.  .jourimyuwm,  or  Laborers  ; and  those  of 
that  shiftioss,  characterless  chiss,  who  encumbered  the  City  of  Xew 
York,  during  the  Colonial  Period,  as  similar  classes  continue  to  encum- 
ber every  City,  especially  every  Seai*ort,  holding  itself  in  constant 
readiness  to  join  in  any  act  of  violence  into  which  such  as  Alexander 
MeRuugal  and  fs-iac  Sears,  of  the  period  under  consideration,  shall  in- 
cline to  lead  them. 

In  Westchester-eounty,  tin*  heirs  and  assigns  of  Stephanus  Van  Cort- 
landt  having  failed  to  exercise  tlio  privilege  which  had  been  given  to  the 
latfer,  as  the  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Cortlaudt,  of  electing  a Representa- 
tive for  that  Manor  in  the  General  Assembly,  that  privilege  was  trans- 
ferred, by  the  Act  of  Jane  22,  1731,  r > the  body  of  the  Freeholders  resi- 

* A complete  list  of  those  win*  wore  admitted  to  the  Freedom  of  the 
City  of  Xew  York,  from  174'J  until  1775,  may  be  seen  in  iho  .lbim ml  j 
the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New  York  for  1850,  477-502. 
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. ! ■ 1 usually  assumed  to  be  their  social  and  polit- 
. sij] '■  r:  i's,  in  order  to"  secure  their  sturdy  assist' 
slice  in  the  intimidation  of  the  Government,  and,  at 
uther  times,  unrecognized  by  tlio.se  whom  they  had 
thus  befriended,  as  it'  they  possessed  no  Rights,  in 
political  matters,  which  the  franchised  well-born  , 

j,u.  .1.*  M«  ,r  Lt'ct  of  A'«'0  l'orst,  Chapter  DCVII.,  Section  II.,  f 
J i . ■ *•  n •:  i Smith's  edition,  New  York:  1752,  —10,  ”2*20  ;the  same, 

» * » tx  Vlf  , Station  11,  Van  Schaack’s  edition,  New-York  : 1774, 
!*j  *. it 4 ]•  will  lx?  seen,  therefore,  that  none,  except  those  who  were 

I > m Ji  /Ming  improved  and  unencumbered  Ileal  Estate  worth 

t 4*  uU'Jf.  agreeably  to  the  Act  of  May  8,  1009,  could  vote,  in  | 

u »»».»<:  hr*  ter-county  ; but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Freeholders  cn  the  i 
t .rGandt  Manor  possessed  and,  undoubtedly,  exercised  the  Right  f»>  vote  1 
.it  every  such  Election  for  Representatives  to  the  General  A— am-  ; 
>.(,  b»r  the  Representative  for  the  Mauor,  under  the  Manorial  j 

i darter,  and  that  for  the  two  Representatives  for  the  Comity,  under  the  \ 
SfAiu-e,  alreiidy  mentioned.  Ot  course,  the  great  body  of  the  Tenantry,  , 
no  mailer  how  valuable  its  Leaseholds  might  be  ; those  whose  humble 
homes*  w«*re  not  worth,  in  each  instance.  Forty  Founds;  and  those  i 
whi*e  Freeholds,  of  every  value,  which  were  encumbered  by  debts,  had 
nut  the  right  of  voting  at  the  Tolls. 

The  practical  effect  of  that  limitation  of  the  Right  of  Franchise  may 
te  *-»«r*n  in  the  Returns  of  Elections.  In  the  Election  for  Represi  utatives 
f »r  the  City  of  New  York,  held  on  the  seventeenth,  eighteenth, and  nine- 
teenth of  February,  1701,  only  fuurteeu  hundred  and  forty-seven  votes,  j 
including  those  of  the  Freemen  of  the  City  who  were  not,  also,  Free-  i 
holders,  were  cast. — (The  original  Returns  of  the  Inspectors,  in  maim-  I 
rij;t.  owned  by  us.)  Iu  the  Election  for  Representatives  lor  the  City 
of  New- York,  hold  on  the  seventh,  eighth,  and  ninth  of  March,  1708,  : 
when  an  intense  excitement  prevailed  and  all  known  means  for  increas- 
ing its  strength  were  resorted  to,  by  each  of  the  antagonistic  parties, 
nineteen  hundred  and  twenty-seven  votes,  including  those  of  eight  hun-  j 
tired  and  twenty -three  Freemen  who  were  not,  also,  Freeholders,  were  ! 
owt.--'77»»f  original  Returns  of  the  Inspectors,  in  manuscript,  owned  by 
»:».)  \a  the  Eb'ctiou  for  Representatives  for  the  City  of  New-York, 
h'-’d  on  ih*  twenty-third,  twenty-fourth,  twenty-fifth,  twenty-sixth,  and  j 
« v.-nth  of  .Tumiary,  1769,  when  another  very  excited  con-  j 
j.**;  incurred,  only  fifteen  hundred  and  twelve  votes,  including  those  ; 
' the  Fr«*fj:i«*n  w ho  wore  not.  also,  Freeholders,  were  cast. — The  Re-  ' 
thr  Inspector*,  original  printed  edition,  owned  by  us.)  In  the 
FWrtott  f <r  Deputies  to  the  Provincial  Convention  by  whom  the  Dclega-  j 
tl  i)  from  the  City  of  New  York  to  the  second  Continental  Congress  was 
to  I**;  elected,  held  on  the  fifteenth  of  March,  1775,  nine  hundred  and  ; 
eighty-eight  voles,  including  those  of  tlie  Freemen  of  the  City  who  ; 
were  nor,  •iho,  Freeholders,  were  cast. — 'Holt's  Sac  - York  Jour  wil,  N*». 
I1’'",  New  Yop.k,  Thursday,  March  l(i,  1775;  Rdinylnts  Xeic  -York 
Gazetteer,  No.  MW,  New  York,  Thursday,  March  10,  1775  ; * Game's  AVir  ; 
York  Gazette,:  end  the  Weekly  Jlercnr  j,  No.  1223,  New  York,  Monday, 
Marc  h 20,  1775.) 

Wo  have  found  only  one  Return  of  an  Election  in  Westchester-  , 
county,  during  the  period  of  which  we  write  ; but  that  very  complete!}'  ; 
illustrates  our  subject.  In  the  Election  for  the  first  Governor  of  tlie  | 
cew-furmed  State,  in  1777,  the  aggregate  of  the  votes  cast  in  Albany, 
CuiMlivrland,  Tryon,  Duchess,  Ulster,  and  Westchester-countics,  indud-  j 
•*;g  lli one  of  the  Freemen  of  the  City  of  Albany,  was  only  twenty  six  ; 
hundred  and  forty-two. — (Fragment  of  a General  Return  of  Votes  cast 
f . the  Stato — ^[Redliueons  /C- ers,  Volume  xxxvii.,  in  the 

1 *’  J‘  tin.*  Secretary  of  State,  at  Albany.) 

i n I.-:;,  when  there  was  nothing  to  disturb  the  election,  the  entire  ! 
» the  Suite  fur  Governor,  less  that  of  ten  Precincts  which  was  j 

i--rg*.jv  i\v>t,  wus, only  four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-seven. — * 
(Hntcl/in*  i • u d I.iai  and  Forms  of  Government  of  the  Colony  « ml  State  of  i 

.V*  * York,  I!  iiri.  iiuf  1*70,  75.) 

!•  rom  these  facts,  the  reader  will  understand  how  completely  the  gov- 
ernmental pow.-r  was  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  the  wealthy  und  how 
little  those  who  were  Out  wealthy  could  control  the  Government  under  | 
which  they  lived,  during  the  Colonial  era  and  that  which  succeeded  it, 
until  tin*  second  ( oiistitutii-i:  of  the  State,  within  our  own  recollec-  ! 
Hon,  broke  the  power  of  the  aristocracy  and  made  every  white  male  ! 
adult,  who  was  a permanent  resident  and  a tax-payer,  also  a Member 
of  the  State  and  a voter. 

•Hiviugtou  said  the  aggregate  vote  was  a thousand  and  seventy-two. 


were  required  to  respect)  constituting,  also,  another 
and  entirely  independent  factor  in  tlie  political  ele- 
ments of  that  period,  in  each  of  the  several  Colonies, 
which,  in  its  very  important  relations  with  the  poli- 
ties and  the  politicians  of  its  day,  must,  also,  be  gen- 
erally disregarded,  in  this  place,  because  it,  and  its 
aspirations,  and  its  doings,  are  not,  generally,  germain 
to  tiie  purposes  of  this  work.  To  other  hands,  there- 
fore, must  be  left  the  labor  of  describing,  in  detail, 
the  bold  and  persistent  opposition  of  “the  Merchants 
“and  Traders”  to  those  long-estahlislied  Navigation 
and  Revenue  Laws,  which,  by  reason  of  a more  hon- 
est administration  of  them,  by  those  whom  the  com- 
mercial classes  had  not  succeeded  in  corrupting  with 
their  accustomed  bribes,  had  so  seriously  interfered 
with  the  very  profitable  “illicit  trade” — that  more 
elegant  phrase  which  was  used,  and  which  continues 
to  be  used,  to  describe  what,  elsewhere  and  among 
less  comely  offenders,  was  and  is  called  by  the  more 
expressive  term  of  “ Smuggling  ” — in  which  those 
“Merchants  and  Traders”  had  been  so  long  and  so 
profitably  engaged; 1 and  we  can  only  glance,  also,  at 
that  subsequently  adopted  system  of  intimidation 
which  had  been  resorted  to,  by  the  same  confederated 
mercantile  offenders,  under  th%  guise  of  patriotism, 
but  really  for  the  promotion  of  their  own  selfish  pur- 
poses, in  their  employment  and  direction  of  that 
other,  less  responsible  and,  not  unfrequently,  less 
respectable,  populace,  a marketable  class  which  every 
large  seaport  can  produce,  sometimes  in  one  manner 
and  sometimes  in  another,  quietly  or  violently,  as 
had  best  answered  the  ends  of  those  who  had  ein- 


1 “The  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  America  commenced  iu  the 
“year  1764,  with  an  attempt  to  prevent  smuggling  in  America.’’ — A 
Collection  of  Interesting,  Authentic  Papers  relative  to  the  Dispute  beticcen 
Great  Britain  and  America.  1764  to  1775.  Loudon:  1777 — commonly 
known  as  Almon’s  Prior  Boatmen's — 3. 

See,  also,  tlie  following  official  announcement,  which  was  published 
in  Parker's  Xeic- York  Gazette;  or , the  Weekly  Post-boy,  No.  932,  New 
York,  Thursday,  November  13rh,  1760,  which  tells  the  whole  story : 
“Custom-house,  New-York,  Nov.  11th,  1760. 

“ WHEREAS  we  are  informed,  that  some  of  our  Traders  from  Foreign 
“Purrs,  are  now,  and  have  been  for  some  Time,  hovering  in  the  Sound 
“on  the  Coast,  with  the  View,  as  it  is  supposed,  clandestinely  to  discharge 
“their  Cargoes;  a Practice  highly  prejudicial  to  His  Majesty’s  Interest, 
“to  the  Trade  of  Great- Britain,  and  inconsistent  with  that  Duty,  and 
“Gratitude  v.e  owe  to  our  Mother  Country,  almost  exhausted  with 
“Taxes  raised  for  our  Support  and  Defence.  And  not  less  injurious  to 
“the  fair  Trader;  who  having  paid  high  Duties,  cannot  be  supposed  to 
“sell  so  cheap,  as  those  that  pay  no  Duties,  and  of  Course  must  be  great 
“Sufferers.  That  this  has  been  the  Case,  and  is  like  to  be  the  Case 
“again,  is  notoriously  known  ; and  all  for  the  sake  of  enriching  a few 
“Smugglers:  which  together  with  that  of  supplying  our  Enemies  with 
“Provisions,*  will  be  ail  eternal  Reproach  to  our  Country.  No  good 
“Man  therefore,  nor  good  Citizen,  it  i-.  to  be  hoped,  will  hesitate  in 
“giving  all  the  ’discouragement,  in  his  Power,  to  such  ignominious 
“Practices.  Informations,  openly,  or  privately  will  be  thankfully  re- 
“ reived,  and  gratefully,  if  required,  rewarded,  by 

“THE  OFFICERS  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'S  CUSTOMS.” 


> At  that  time,  Great  RrCain  was  at  War  with  France  and  Spain,  to 
w hose  Colonies,  in  the  West  Indies  especially,  Provisions  were  taken,  by 
the  Colonial  Merchants,  in  exchange  for  those  Goods,  of  foreign  growth 
and  production,  which  they  sought  to  smuggle  into  the  British  Colonies, 
on  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  as  above  stated. 
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WESTCH  KSTER  COUNTY. 


ployed  it,  to  resist  the  execution  of  the  Stamp-Act, 
to  prevent  the  landing  of  the  East  India  Company’s 
Tea,  and  to  make  other  demonstrations  of  seeming 
popular  approval  or  disapproval,  on  other  subjects  of 
public  polity  or  of  governmental  policy,  whenever 
the  political  or  the  pecuniary  interests  of  those 
“Gentlemen  in  Trade”  who  had  employed  it,  seemed 
to  warrant  the  outlay  of  the  means  which  had  been 
required  to  produce  a desired  result  : to  our  hand, 
meanwhile,  can  be  assigned,  of  all  the  various  impor- 
tant subjects  comprising  the  political  and  military 
histories  of  the  Colony  or  of  the  Continent,  at  all 
periods,  only  the  description  of  those  events,  durinsr 
the  period  of  the  American  Revolution  and  that  of 
the. War  which  followed  and  established  that  political 
Revolution,  which,  in  themselves  or  iu  the  conse- 
quences arising  from  them,  directly  affected  the  peace, 
the  happiness,  or  the  interests  of  those  who,  during 
those  eventful  periods,  were  residents  of  the  rural 
County  of  Westchester,  in  New  York. 

The  urgent  appeals  with  which  the  newspapers  had 
been  filled,  year  by  year,  and  tire  inflammatory  hand- 
bills which  had  been  posted  throughout  the  City, 
whenever  the  purposes  of  “the  Merchants  and 
“ Traders ' of  the  City  of  New  York  had  required 
their  powerful,  but,  sometimes.,  questionable,  co-oper- 
ation in  opposing  the  Colonial  policy  of  the  Home 
Government,  had  gradually  taught  “ the  Inhabitants” 
of  that  City —as,  on  such  occasions  only,  the  unfran- 
chised Mechanics  and  Workingmen  were  delicately 
called,  by  those  who  had  thus  resorted  to  them — with 
more  or  less  thoroughness,  concerning  the  personal 
and  political  “ Rights  of  Man  and  of  Englishmen,”  as 
those  Rights  had  been  defined,  from  time  to  time,  by 
those  “ Merchants  and  Traders  ” or  by  their  well-paid 
Counsel,  for  the  promotion  of  the  particular  purposes 
of  those  more  aristocratic  gentlemen;  and  these  “ Iu- 
“ habitants  ” bad  also  learned,  from  all  those  varied 
teachings  and  from  their  own  well-trained  reflections, 
that  the  particular  Rights  which  had  been  so  earn- 
estly and  learnedly  claimed  by  their  high-toned 
neighbors,  were  not  less  the  Rights  of  the  unfran- 
chised masses,  and  equally  the  birthright  of  tlieir 
children.  Little  by  little,  therefore,  under  the  leader- 
ship of,  probably,  not  more  than  half  a dozen  shrewd 
and  able  and  ambitious  men,  generally  of  higher  social 
and  political  standing  than  themselves,  these  “In- 
“ habitants”  began  to  grow  uneasy  and  insubordinate, 
if  not  radically  revolutionary;  and  the  confederated 
“Merchants  and  Traders”  and  the  more  aristocratic 
portion  of  the  citizens  who  were  not  in  Trade  were 
as  quickly  made  sensible  that  a power  had  been 
created  and  fostered,  by  themselves,  for  their  own 
lawless  purposes,  which,  because  of  its  tendency  to- 
wards a radical  Revolution  in  both  the  social  and  politi- 
cal relations  of  the  Colony,  they  were  no  longer  able  to 
control — a power,  indeed,  which,  if  it  were  not  speed- 
ily and  effectually  checked,  would  surely  overwhelm 
them  and,  probably,  involve  the  Colony  and  the  Con- 


tinent in  revolution  and  di-aster.  At  the  .-nine  time, 


it  was  clearly  seen  by  those  careful  m •: of  the 
l signs  of  the  times,  that  any  attempt  to  abridge  the 
! existing  power  of  the  unfranchised  “ Inhabitants”  of 
the  City,  and,  especially,  that  of  those  who  were  less 
! scrupulous  in  the  selection  of  their  means,  by  open 
and  direct  measures,  would,  probably,  induce  the  latter 
to  employ,  iu  their  own  behalf,  that  system  of  violence 
which  they  had  been  taught  to  regard  as  commenda- 
I ble  and  praiseworthy,  when  they  had  employed  it  in 
behalf  of  others;  and  it  was  seen,  also,  by  those  who 
I had  become  alarmed  by  the  strength  and  the  audacity 
of  that  new  element  in  Colonial  politics,  strengthened, 
as  it  evidently  was,  by  its  affiliation  with  the  radically 
revolutionary  elements  in  New  England,  the  ma- 
chinery of  the  by-gone  Committees  of  Correspondence 
j being  controlled  by  it,  that,  in  order  to  check  its 
! growing  power,  or  to  secure  any  change  whatever,  in 
the  control  of  it,  or  to  retain  the  control  of  the  poli- 
! tics  of  the  Colony,  great  caution  and  great  tact,  if  not 
I great  promptness  and  great  boldness,  at  some  auspi- 
! cions  moment,  would  be  absolutely  necessary.  An 
’ evident  danger  silenced  those  who,  under  other  cir- 
j cumstances,  would,  probably,  have  favored  the 
; employment  of  other  and  more  direct  means:  wise 
| counsels  prevailed  among  those  who  were  thus  eon- 
j sidering  in  what  manner  the  evidently  rising  power 
! and  audacity  of  the  unfranchised  and  revolutionary 
, masses'  could  be  controlled,  without  disturbing  the 
i peace  of  the  City  and  the  Colony:  aud  it  was  deter- 
mined, with  much  shrewdness,  to  resort  to  “art,”  at 
the  earliest  favorable  opportunity,  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  well-concealed  purposes.1  Such 
j an  opportunity  as  was  desired  for  the  purposes 
i referred  to,  was  very  soon  afforded. 

The  tea-laden  Nancy,  Captain  Lockyer.  had  been 
! turned  back  to  Europe,  without  having  been  perinit- 
| ted  to  enter  the  harbor;2  the  cargo  of  the  London, 
Captain  Chambers,  had  been  overhauled,  ir.Whitehall- 
1 slip,  in  open  day,  by  men  wearing  no  disguises:  and 
J eighteen  chests  of  Tea,  which  had  been  concealed  in 
| her  hold,  had  been  emptied  into  the  East-river  ; 3 and 
| the  populace  was  quietly  reposing  on  the  revolution- 


i 

i 


1 Although  there  U abundant  evidence  to  support  this  statement,  it  has 
been  so  completely  ami  so  grapni'Mily  presented  by  Gouverneur  Morris, 
in  a letter  ad  lres-oed  to  M . I'enu,  which  will  be  printed,  in  ertenso,  on 
page  12-32,  post,  that  no  other  ».■>  regarded  as  necessary,  in  this  place. 

2 Holt's  AV ic  - Sort  Journal,  Ah),  It  33,  Nfw-Yor  k.  Thursday,  April  21, 

ami  No.  10-14,  Ne\v-Y*»rk,  Thursday,  April  2$,  1774;  Game's  Xew-York 
Gazette  avd  3Itrcu.ru,  No.  1174,  New-Y’ork,  Monday,  April  25,  1774; 
Lieutenant-governor  O Idea  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  “New  York,  4tL 
“ May,  1774,”  iiultheeu*  Insure  therein;  the  same  to  Governor  Tryon , “ New 
“ York,  4th  May,  1774  ; " I>uniup*s  Hi story  of  the  At  ic  Netherlands,  Pror- 
inee  of  New  Yrk,  and  .<‘atr  of  Nc<c  York,  i.,  452,  453;  Leake’s  Memoir 
of  tin  I f>  iml  Ti  h ■ ••  i J a ■ L mb,  Sl-84  ; 1 ’ - n’s  The  Park 

un  i its  •Vicinity,  n the  City  of  Sere  York,  211-31  ; Graham’s  History  of  the 
L'ui'ed  States , iv  , 3_  • ; Hildreth's  History  of  the  t ailed  V.ites,  iii.,  31 ; 
Gordon's  History  of  the  A inert  can  Heroin* ion,  i.,  332-334  ; etc. 

Holt's  St.tr- Y" rk  Journal,  No.  1**31,  Nf.w-Youk,  Thursday,  April  2$, 
1774  ; Givine's  X >c-  York  i iazette  and  Mercury,  No.  1174.  NE'V-YvRK,  Mon- 
day, April  25,  1771  ; Lieutenant— jocernor  C Id  n to  die  Ear  l of  Hit  mouth, 
••  N ew-York,  4th  May,  1774,"  an  l the  • it ! s ire  therci  i ; the  >- to  Gov- 


> 
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,-vrv  honors  which,  in  the  interest  ot  the  commercial  ^ 
cui'-cs.  it  had  again  secured.1  1 he  master-spirits  of 

,r».Trri,'Oi»  t .BK.  «il,  M,1V,  i::t  Pmit  i|  " t *k,  i.,  452, 

I ; I., -»!,,•  „ ljtwvh,  .“.‘-M;  I*,n«»on'»  l’ irk  ami  iU  Vicinity,  3* *,  31; 
)(.Ur*'ti  * / uki*i  v itr*.  In.,  31. 

\ *,<•  :>.«  .*,*•,*•  (i>e  ^7»«ji  r ni^nillcunco  <«f  the  opposition  of  N*\v 

> «W  t T w '+\.  which  vrw  *••«»  in  the  re-oluto  refusal  tu  allow  the 
*ur*-:i*2  A , t.»  «*ut*T  the  hurUir  ; in  the  examination  of  the 

f ^ f >.•.&>*,  a(i>1  the  «jvn  destruction  of  her  concealed  Tea,  in  t 

4 , » b>  known  men  whoufiw  no  r<-n.*«on  for  dis^uisiij^  them-  i 

, • !i  tin?  return  of  the  .Y< me//,  to  England,  by  the  CvOimiltee  1 

® j.  Ae-'S.’si'tn  of  her,  at  Sunly  Hook  ; it  has  been  the  cus-  I 

« i Nn.  England  writers  to  withhold  wluitever  of  honor  or  dishonor 

,?»  in  th ••’•e  doings  of  the  party  of  the  Opposition,  in  N-w  York,  1 

„ - \Lv  b H-  nitioant  “tou-purt\  ” of  Boston  has  been  elals  rately 

i ■<-  f ; t 1 a t a feat  of  great  daring  and  of  the  highest  grade  of  patriot- 
1MJ1. 

Tims  M*rcv  Warren  i History  nf  American  Revolution ;)  “Paul  Allen” 

. t f .1  merican  Ilerohdion  ;)  Timelier  (Military  Journal;)  Morse  i 

.{un-iUof  the  American  Revolution  ;)  Pitkin  < History  of  the  foiled  S'  tee:) 
I’rothinjjhum  • Rise  of  the  Hr  public  ;)  Lodge  (Short  History  of  Fnylhh  Col - , 

, nn«l  a multitude  of  others,  make  no  mention  whatever  of  the 
ii;bjvH't  of  the  opposition  in  New  York  ; and  Bancroft,  in  the  octavo  edi- 
tion of  his  History  of  the  United  States,  after  alluding,  in  a dozen  w _>rds,  \ 
u>  the  storm  which  bad  driven  the  New  York  tea-ship  to  the  West  In-  : 
dir*,  very  conveniently  said  no  more  on  the  subject — a suppression  of 
the  tmth  which  he  shabbily  attempted  to  mitigate,  in  bis  centenary  and  ; 
“ thoroughly  revised ” edition  of  that  work,  by  an  interpolation  of  rive 
lines,  nearly  two  of  which  have  no  relation  whatever  to  the  subject  of 
>«?w  York's  opposition  to  the  tax  ; and  nearly  two  others  stare,  iu  con- 
nection with  tbo  Xnncy , what  every  novice  in  the  history  of  those  times 
knows  is  entirely  untrue,  in  one  of  its  ohiy  two  statements  concerning 
her. 

Strange  to  say,  Loosing,  a New  Y’ork  writer,  with  all  the  original  ma- 
p-rial within  his  reach  and  perfectly  accessible,  iu  his  Seventeen  hundred  j 
•«*d  * cr  nty-sis  (page  111,)  stated  that  the  Xancy  was  returned  to  ’Europe,  I 
. e-lv  *4  because  no  one  could  bo  found  that  would  venture  to  receive  the  ; 
“ t a,”  w irhout  an  allusion  to  her  having  been  stopped  at  Sandy-btx.k,  ! 
ar.d  returned,  thence,  to  Europe  ; ami,  also,  without  the  slightest  allusion  , 
t * tho  J.r  t,(  n and  to  what  became  of  her  tea.  In  his  History  • <(  toe  Uui- 
l*l  *•'  -v*.  jsig-  till  11  all  that  appears,  concerning  either  the  Xnncy  or  the  ' 
\r  t !:  at.  they  “ returned  to  England  with  their  cargoes  ” ; although 
1 5i •-  Xaniy  was  the  only  one  which  thus  returned,  and  then  only  because 
dicww  comjK-lb  d to  return.  In  his  Field  lien.k  of  the  Itecolutb >n i after 
having  dcv-.iteil  five  ]«igt*s  to  tile  Tloston  “Tea-party”  (i.,  407-.'»O2i  he 
ventured  to  appropriate  ten  lines  to  the  greatly  more  significant  doings 
of  New  York,  on*  the  &une  subject. 

5 On  the  fifth  of  March,  1770,  while  the  motion  of  Lord  North  for 
“ leave  to  bring  in  a Bill  to  repeal  the  Tax  Act,  as  far  as  related  to  the 
“taxon  Paper,  Glass,  and  Painters’  Colours,”  was  under  consideration, 
before  th-  House  of  Commons,  Governor  Puwiiali,  than  whom  m.-one  was, 
then,  better  informed  on.  every  subject  connected  with  America  and  the 
Americans,  replied  to  the  Minister,  and  moved  an  amendment,  to  in- 
clude Tea,  also,  in  the  proposed  Bill. 

I u the  course  of  his  exceedingly  important  Speech,  on  introducing 
hi*  motion  to  amend,  the  Governor  said,  “The  drawback  upon  those  i 
“Teas,  exported  to  America,  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  does  m-t  amount, 

“ this  argument  supposes,  to  one  shilling  per  pound — it  amounts  to 
'*•.  u!y  sevenpence  half-penny,  or  thereabouts — so  that,  did  it  operate  as 
” A N>unty,  at  all,  it  would  amount  to  only  fourptnee  half-penny.  But 
” \h-.s  i?  not  material  to  the  point  ; for  it  does  not  operate  as  a bounty,  j 
all,  i r-  a use  whatever  duly  the  East  India  Company  pays,  originally, 

* at  rhe  ‘ urt  mi-housp,  on  the  importing  of  Teas  from  Asia,  that  sum  is  | 
“ A<!  b-«i  *.o  th-  price  of  their  Tna,  in  their  sales  ; so  that,  although  the  j 
“exporter  r>  \im  ricu  may  be  allowed  a drawback,  yet  he  draws  lu\ck  ; 
“ th.at  Hum  >.nly  which  ho  hath  already  paid  in  the  price  of  hi*  purchase, 

**  by  -i  • /oar?.*,  ti.t  U>u*  i rticle  of  supply  nr.  n'  stands,  there  is  an  advantage 
*%  in  favour  t\f  tor  Jju>ch  'lens  imported  into  the  Colonies,  against  the  British  j 
“ Teas,  aftvenfyf.veprr  cent.  diferen‘:e.”-—(l>Qbrelt's  lHstory,  rebates,  and 
Proceedings  of  hath  Haur**  of  Parliament,  1743  to  1774,  v.,  *J»V4h 

The  reader  will  perceive,  therefore,  that  the  opposition  to  the  importa- 
tion of  Tea,  into  America,  with  its  parliamentary  tax  imposed  on  ic,  > 
wl.irh  the  Ylerchants  instigated  and  encouraged,  in  the  seaports — the  j 
oppobiriun  was  seen  no  where  else  than  within  the  shadows  of  tie-se  p*  rts 
— was  compost'd  less  of  “patriotism  ” tlumof  love  of  pelf.  The  hutch  T is 


the  confederated  party  of  the  Opposition — the  Gov- 
ernment and  those  who  favored  it  bavin-  no  part  in 
that  matter  of  division  among  those  who  were  oppos- 
ing its  policy — were  evidently  sensible,  however,  as 
has  been  said,  that  that  unseemly  confederation  of 
radically  antagonistic  elements,  entirely  for  the  pro- 
motion of  the  interests  of  one  of  those  elements 
without  securing  a corresponding  advantage  to  the 
other,  was  unnatural,  and  could  not  be  lasting; 
and  it  was  evident,  also,  to  every  one,  that  an  open 
conflict  between  the  conservative  aristocratic  and  the 
revolutionary  democratic  elements  of  the  population, 
without  reference  to  matters  of  governmental  policy, 
and  only  for  the  control  of  the  political  power,  within 
the  City  and  Colony,  was  likely  to  be  commenced, 
at  any  moment. 

Just  at  that  critical  period,  in  May,  1774,  advices 
were  received  from  Europe,-  of  the  Government’s  pro- 
posal to  close  the  Port  of  Boston,  with  a possibility 
that  that  of  Xew  York  would  shortly  share  the  same 
fate  ; and  it  was  also  said  that  the  Home  Government 
also  intended  to  remove  the  principal  offenders  against 
the  Laws,  within  the  Colonies,  that  they  might  be  tried 
and  punished  in  England. ::  With  great  tact  and  plau- 
sibility and  a greater  pretension  to  patriotism,  the 
confederated  “Merchants  and  Traders”  and  those 
who  possessed  their  confidence  promptly  seized  that 
much  desired  opportunity,  for  the  accompli-hment  of 
their  sinister  purposes;  and.  with  that  end  in  view, 
they  boldly  and  promptly  occupied  the  place  of  leaders 
of  the  entire  City  and  Colony,  in  protesting  against 
those  measures  of  the  Home  Government,  and  in  pro- 
viding for  a systematic  opposition  to  those  measures, 
under  their  own  particular  direction,  without,  how- 
ever, having  recognized  the  existence  or  invited  the 
co-operation  of  the  respectable  popular  element,  within 
the  City,  nor  those  of  the  very  few  who  really  repre- 
sented and  controlled  that  more  unruly  element  of 
which  mobs  were  composed,  both  of  which  omissions, 
the  meaning  of  which  was  very  evident,  subsequently 
produced  serious,  if  not  unexpected  and  unwelcome, 
consequences. 

For  the  purposes  of  the  promoters  of  the  proposed 
change  in  the  leadership  of  the  politicians  of  the  City, 
to  which  reference  has  been  made,  “ an  Adv-'rtitemeni” 
was  posted  at  the  Coffee-house,  in  Wall-street,  a noted 
place  of  resort  for  Shipmasters  and  Merchants,  recit- 
ing “ the  late-  extraordinary  and  very  alarming  advices 
“from  England;”  and  "inviting  the  Merchants  to 
“meet  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Samuel  Francis,  on  Mon- 
“day  evening,  May  Id,  in  order  to  consult  on  mea- 


afforded  a much  larger  prof  t !;  and  a disturbance  of  that  line  of  trade  leas 
not,  then  fore , desirable. 

- They  were  received  on  Thursday,  May  12,  by  the  Samson,  Captain 
Couper,  the  latent  ship  from  London. 

F.xtracts  from  jnucate  letters  J rom  London,  dated  April  7 and  S,  to 
"person*  in  Xe>r  York  and  Philadelphia’,''  printed  oil  the  backs  of  copies  of 
the  Ih  simt  Port  Bill , and  circulated,  in  broadside  fon:i,  in  New  York,  May 
14,  1774. 
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“sures  proper  to  be  pursued  on  the  present  critical 
“and  important  occasion.”  1 2 * 4 

It  will  be  seen  that  no  others  than  “ the  Merchants  ” 
of  the  City  were  invited  to  attend  the  proposed  Caucus, 
at  Sam.  Francis’s  Long-room  ; - and  that  the  published 
purpose  was  only  “ to  consult  on  measures  proper  to 
“be  pursued  on  the  present  critical  and  important 
“occasion,”  in  neither  of  which  features  of  the  “ Ad- 
“ vertiwnent,”  jjrima  facie,  can  it  be  reasonably  said 
that  any  stretch  of  authority  had  been  attempted  by 
those  who  had  called  the  proposed  Caucus — surely,  it 
will  not  be  said  there  might  not  be  consultations, 
among  Merchants  as  well  as  among  other  classes  of 
the  citizens,  on  any  subject  whatever,  especially  on 
subjects  in  which  they  were  especially  interested, 
without  interference  from  any  other  class;  and  it  will 
hardly  be  pretended  by  any  one,  that,  in  the  instance 
now  under  consideration,  the  Merchants  of  the  City 
were  not  peculiarly  interested  in  the  subjects  of  “the 
“late  extraordinary  and  very  alarming  advices  from 
“ England ; ” that  they  might  not  properly  “ consult,” 
among  themselves,  “ on  measures  proper  to  be  pur- 
“sued  on  the  present  critical  and  important  occa- 
sion;” that,  for  the  purpose  of  such  a “ consul ta- 
“tion,”  they  might  not  invite  whomsoever  they 
pleased,  to  meet  at  a place  and  time  designated,  with- 
out consulting  with  any  other  persons  or  asking 
permission  from  any  others  ; and  that  such  a Caucus, 
thus  invited,  might  not  be  had,  without  any  iuterfe- 

1 Miimtetof  the  New  York  Committee  of  Correspondence.  Monday,  May 
10,  1774;  Lieutenant-governor  Colden  to  Governor  Tnjun,  “Si'RiNi;  Hili., 
“31st  May,  1774;"  the  same  to  the  Jm.il  of  Dartmouth , * N'f"  York,  l>t 
“June,  1774;”  Concern  cur  Morris  to  31  r.  Penn , “Kew  York,  May  2 ), 
“ 1774;"  Jones’s  History  of  New  York  during  the  Iierolu tiomiry  War , i., 
34  ; etc. 

2 “Sam.  Francis, ’’  at  that  time  and  during  many  years,  subsequently, 
was  a noted  restaurateur,  known  to  ami  respected  by  every  one,  of  every 
sect  and  party,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  during  the  later  Colonial  period, 
during  the  entire*  War,  aud  after  the  restoration  of  Peace. 

l*  Frame's  Tavern,"  where  this  Caucus  was  held,  had  been,  at  an  ear- 
lier period,  the  residence  of  the  Do  Lancev  Family.  It  was  built  in  1701, 
by  Etienne  lie  Lancey,  on  a lot  cf  ground  which  Stephanos  Van  Cort- 
landt  ha  ! given  to  his  daughter,  Anne,  when,  in  the  preceding  year,  that 
lady  was  married  to  Mr.  De  Lancey;  and  it  is  still  standing  on  the  north* 
eastern  corner  of  Broad  and  Pearl-streets,  the  oldest  building  iu  the 
City  of  New  York. 

“ Francis’s  Long-room,^  in  which  this  Caucus  was  held,  subsequently 
became  more  famous  than  it  hud  previously  been,  because  it  was  the 
rooUt  iu  WliLh  the  Officer.'  of  the  Army  of  the  lie  volution  assembled,  on 
Thursday,  the  fourth  of  December,  1753,  after  the  enemy  had  evacuated 
the  City  and  the  Peace  had  been  entirely  established,  to  take  their  final 
leave-  of  their  illustrious  Chief ; and  from  which,  accompanied  by  his 
sorrowful  friends — 14  a solemn,  mute,  and  mournful  procession,  with 
41  heiubs  hanging  dawn  and  dejected  countenances  ’’ — he  walked,  directly, 
to  W’hitehall-dip,  and  was  rowed,  thence,  to  Powle’s  Ilook,  now  Jersey 
City,  on  his  way  to  Annapolis,  to  which,  place  the  Congress  had  ad- 
journed, to  resign  the  Command  of  the  Army,  with  which  he  ha  1 been 
iuve-sted,  in  1777. — i Gordon's  History  of  the  H «r  of  the  lie  volution,  iv., 
3.S1.  3s4  ; Marshall's  Life  of  Washington,  (Phila.  Edit.)  iv.,  *519,  02.)  ; 
etc.) 

It  is  prnjvor  to  be*  sai  l,  iu  tliat  connection,  that  Samuel  Francis  was 
“ u luiin  'f  dark  complexion,**  probably  a mulatto;  that  he  was  known, 
ordinarily , Black  Sum  ; M and  tliat,  when  General  Washington  en- 
tei'-ti  t lie  City,  on  the  twenty  fifth  of  November,  •*  he  took  up  his  head- 
“quiirnr*  at  the  Tavern  ’’  of  that  dusky  landlord. — (Dunlap’s  History  of 
.Wir  \-,.k  ii. , 233,  the  author  of  which  related  these  circumstances 

4 1 -m  hi'  b\vn  i*»T*omil  know  ledge  of  them.) 


renee  from  any  ono.  There  was  no  iippriiraiice  of 
i deception  in  the  “ Adrurti.umcnt  ’’  through  which  tiie 
i Caucus  had  been  invited,  in  the  instance  under  con- 
sideration ; and,  subsequently,  when  the  Caucus 
assembled,  no  attempt  appears  to  have  been  made  to 
do  anything  more  than  the  “ Advert  Liti/u nt’’  had 
j authorized,  notwithstanding  those  who  had  been  spe- 
cifically invited  and  were  present,  so  largely  outnum- 
bered those  uninvited  intruders  who  opposed  them, 
that  any  change  from  the  terms  of  the  “ Advertisement  ” 
which  they  were  inclined  to  make,  could  have  been 
made — indeed,  it  appears  to  have  been  intended,  by 
the  Merchants,  only  for  consultation  and  for  the  orderly 
preparation  of  measures  to  be  submitted  to  the  body 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  City,  at  a Meeting  to  be  called 
for  that  purpose,  for  their  approval  or  disapproval, 
without  losing  sight,  however,  of  what  was  the  real, 
substantial  purpose  of  the  movement.  But  those  who 
had  hitherto  assumed  to  be  the  leaders  of  the  unfran- 
i chised  masses — the  leaders,  in  fact,  however,  of  only 
the  radically  revolutionary  portions  of  those  masses, 

I — saw,  or  assumed  to  have  seen,  in  that  proposed 
Caucus,  a movement  which  promised  to  break  the 
; hold  on  the  unfranchised  element  which,  since  the 
era  of  the  Stamp  "Act,  they  had  unceasingly  claimed 
; to  have  maintained  ; :1  and  to  transfer,  to  some  extent, 
at  least,  some  portion  of  the  leadership  of  that  uncer- 
tain and,  sometimes,  unruly  element,  in  the  political 
affairs  of  the  Colony,  to  others;  and  Isaac  Sears  and 
i his  handful  of  kindred  associates,  with  that  audacious 
disregard  of  the  unquestionable  Bights  of  others 
which,  subsequently,  became  so  conspicuously  noto- 
rious and  oppressive,  not  only  determined  to  thrust 
j themselves  into  a Caucus  to  which  they  had  not  been 
i invited,  but  to  turn  the  action  of  that  Caucus  from  the 
' purposes  of  those  who  had  called  it,  and  to  give  to 
that  action  a character  and  direction  which  would  be 
entirely  foreign  to  the  purposes  for  which  the  Caucus 
- had  been  invited.  The  consequences  of  that  proposed 
intrusion  and  the  ill  success  of  that  scheme  to  oust 
' those  who  had  invited  the  Caucus  and  to  turn  into 
i other  channels  than  those  which  the  latter  had  pro- 
posed, the  action  and  influence  of  tiie  Caucus  itself, 
will  be  seen  in  the  published  narrative  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  that  notable  assemblage — meanwhile,  it  will 
be  evident  to  every  careful  observer,  that  that  separa- 
tion of  the  radically  antagonistic  social  and  political 
j elements  which,  united,  formed,  at  that  time,  the 

3  The  M eting,  at  Burns's  Coffee-house,  on  the  evening  of  tho  thirty- 
first  of  October,  1705,  for  the  ad  q»tion  <»f  measures  to  prevent  the  execu- 
tion of  tho  Stump-Act,  appointed  a Committee  of  Correspondence,  com- 
i posed  of  Isaac  Sears,  John  Land),  Gershom  Mott,  William  Wiley,  and 
; Thomas  Robinson,  to  give  better  effect  to  its  Resolutions,  by  securing 
' harmonious  action,  thereon,  throughout  the  entire  Continent.  The  re- 
peal of  that  obnoxious  Sratutc,  of  course,  rendered  that  appointment 
| inoperative  ; but  those  "ho  had  c instituted  that  Committee,  with  a half 
i dozen  associates,  continued  to  evreiso  an  authority  and  leadership, 

! among  the  unorganized  nnd  mark*  table  elements,  iu  th»*  City,  until  the 
owning  of  the  War,  in  1775,  when  several  *»f  those  leaders  secured  of- 
i fices,  and  ceased  to  ho  the  “ patriotic  M loaders  of  those  who,  then,  more 
J than  ever,  needed  intelligent  loaders. 
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j«.!i:ie:il  conglomerate  in  which  h:t<l  been  ■ combined, 
l ,r  j.urolv  -.1  fi-h  the  I'r.u'im utary  <>j>;)  -iti  .mi, 

in  si.e  Colony  of  New  York,  to  the  Home  Govern- 
ment which  wa*  then  in  authority  teach  of  those 
.v,t  mi'tii  < :u- in*  bein^r,  in  )-n  tension,  if  not  in 

, , , ,-juaiN  /ial<»u»  in  its  loyalty  to  tiieir  common 
vl(r!l  «.!»  |>r<Mluce«l  by  less  ot  respect  lor 

, . , in  polities  and  of  n genuine  patriotism 

, . thir-t  for  individual  gain  to  be  derived,  as 

,,  .,  ...  u supposed,  from  the  internal  control  of  the 
; , . f the  Opposition  and  of  what  should  be  gained 

, — h it — -just  such  a factional  contest,  within  a 

, ,s:!v  composed  ot  radically  discordant  elements,  j 
j.  .it.-d  for  purposes  which  had  served  to  combine 
tU-.se  elements  into  one  body,  indeed,  as  have  been 
n,  very  frequently,  and  such  as  maybe  seen,  now,  | 
nut  only  in  New  York,  but  in  every  other  commun- 
j.\  in  which  such  ill-formed  parties  are  permitted  to 
exist,  and  to  intrigue,  and  to  deceive.1 

At  the  appointed  hour,  on  Monday,  the  sixteenth  \ 
<.f  May,  the  Long-room,  in  Sam.  Francis’s  Tavern, - 
was  crowded  with  anxious  and  determined  men,  evi-  j 
dently  not  entirely  of  one  mind,  and  not  indisposed,  ! 
in  some  instances,  at  least,  to  enforce  whatever  differ- 
ences of  opinion  and  purpose  might  arise,  with  some- 
thing more  tangible  than  words,  should  such  an 
enforcement,  in  their  opinion,  become  necessary. 

Those  whom  the  “ Advertisement”  had  invited  were 
present,  in  large  numbers,  and  evidently  well-pre- 
pared for  harmonious  and  decisive  action,  limited 
only  by  the  terms  of  the  invitation  ; and  there  were  \ 
present,  also,  in  much  smaller  numbers,  including 

_____ i 

1 T!it*  reader  need  only  turn  to  the  history  of  existing  political  parties,  j 
held  together  by  “ the  cohesive  power  of  public  plunder,”  f« »r  an  illus-  j 
tratiuii  of  the  structure,  the  aims,  and  the  policy  of  that  confederated  i 
1 ai  ry  of  the  Opposition,  in  Colonial  New  York,  and  of  the  factional  strug-  j 
gle,  within  itself,  fur  the  control  of  its  united  action  and,  most  of  all,  for  1 
that  of  the  distribution  of  such  “spoils”  as,  in  case  of  the  party’s  suc- 
cess. should  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  “ victors.” 

-Wv  are  not  insensible  of  the  fact  that  the  Caucus  is  generally  stated  to  . 
have  been  held  at  the  Exchange,  which  occupied  the  middle  of  Broad - 
Mre*-t,  nearly  opposite  the  Tavern  ; and  that  an  entry  in  the  Mi-ute*  of 
the  Co  ni;  nit  led  of  Correspondence  stated,  specifically,  that  it  was  held  in  * 
boat  building.  But  it  was  called,  in  the  original  “ .■(» IcertLscinent very 
d-fi!iin-iy,  **  to  meet  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Samuel  Francis;”  in  none  of  , 
b.»  * . mi  temporary  descriptions  of  the  Caucus  which  we  have  seen,  was  it  t 
’a:  i or  intimated  that  the  assemblage  left  the  Tavern,  for  any  purpose, 
r”  the  formal  adjournment  of  the  Caucus  ; and  in  the  second  “ Ad- 
published  on  the  day  after  the  Caucus,  by  its  officers  and 
•'■r  n«  authority,  inviting  the  body  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  to  I 
»Ml»e  r«,r]'ee-liou3o,  to  confirm  or  amend  the  official  a .-rs  of  that  ; 
• • w t>  in  its  description  of  that  preliminary  meeting,. after 

* ! " v ‘ * l!,'•  fact  that  it  was  called  “ to  meet  at  the  H)u*e  of  Mr.  ^nui- 
t hut  u a very  respectable  and  large  number  t»f  tlie  Mm- 
i * thvr  Inhabitants  did  accordingly  appear  at  tlie  time  and 
i it. d then  and  there  nominated  for  the  approbation  of 

yi'r  » > A ‘ '•nniitt.-e  of  fifty  persons,”  etc.  With  these  ;is  our  au- 

i . < 1 1 »•-»-.  wr  prefrr  t differ  from  those  who  have  preceded  us;  and  to 
.»*  v..  that  the  Caucus  was  held,  without  interruption  or  j 

i . ..  > i a.  1 r.tiii'Lx  s Long- room. 

F-r  the  rv.t*ou.«  tUi.-d,  we  prefer  to  differ,  also,  from  our  friend,  Ed-  ! 
w.trd  1 . do  Laucry,  w uo  has  stated,  iu  his  carefully  prepared  Ab'e-s  to  . 
J"!ies  l/L'tory  of  V»c  } „ during  the  Revolutionary  H <tr  (i. , 43b,  43. • ' 

tli. a the  I uncus  w»»»  held  in  “the  Exchange,  to  which  place  it  adjourned  . 
“from  t r.tunccs’s  Taveru,  where  it  was  culledy  on  uccount  of  the  great 
attendance.” 


some  ny ho  we iv  not  “ M erchants  ” and  \\  ho  had  not  been 
invited,"  tlio.'tj  who  assumed  to  be  the  leaders  of  the 
unfranchised  masses,  who  had  also  secured  harmoni- 
ous action,  among  themselves,  by  previous  factional 
consultation.3 4  Isaac  Low,5 *  a prominent  Merchant, 
was  called  to  the  Chair;  and  Resolutions  were 
adopted,  “ by  a great  Majority,”  in  each  instance, 
First , that  it  was  necessary,  then,  “ to  appoint  a Com- 
“ mittee  to  correspond  with  the  neighbouring  Colo- 
“ nies  on  the  present  important  Crisis;”  Second  t that 
“a  Committee  be  nominated,  on  that  Evening,  for 
“ the  Approbation  of  the  Public;”  and,  Third , that 
the  Committee  consist  of  fifty  persons.* 

As  the  matter  in  dispute,  between  the  two  antagon- 
istic factions,  related  only  to  the  designation  of  those 
who  should  control  the  local  politics  of  the  day  and 
what  should  be  realized  from  those  politics,  it  is  not 
probable  that  any  material  opposition  was  made  to 
the  first  and  second  of  the  three  Resolutions  which 
were  adopted  by  the  Caucus — none  hns  been  men- 
tioned by  any  contemporary  writer — but  when  the 
third  was  proposed,  those  who  assumed  to  represent 
the  un franchised  masses  made  an  attempt  to  reduce 
the  number  from  fifty  to  twenty-five,  by  which  means 
they  hoped  to  be  able  to  control  the  action  of  the 
Committee,  notwithstanding  they  were  so  few  in  num- 
ber ; but  their  proposed  amendment  to  the  original 
Resolution  was  promptly  rejected,  “ by  a great  Ma- 
“ jority.” 7 

With  very  great  good  judgment,  the  majority  of  the 
Caucus  evidently  treated  the  minority  with  respectful 
consideration,  notwithstanding  the  former  steadily 

3 Compare  the  terms  of  the  “ Advertisement  ” calling  the  Caucus,  “ in- 
citing the  Merchant*  tu  meet,”  etc.,  with  tlie  official  description  of  those 
who  had  been  present  at  that  Caucus,  which  was  contained  iu  the  pub- 
lished cal!  for  the  meeting  at  the  Coffee-house,  to  confirm  or  amend  the 
doings  of.  that  Caucus — “a  very  respectable  and  large  number  of  the 
* • Merchants  and  other  Inhabitants  did  accordingly  appear.” 

4 A sinali  broadside,  containing  a list  of  twenty-five  names  of  persons 
who  were  “ nominated  by  a Number  of  respectable  Merchants  and  the 
t:  Body  of  Mechanics  of  this  City,  to  be  a Committee  of  Correspondence 
“for  it,  with  the  Neighboring  Colonies,”  may  1 o seen  in  the  Library  of 
the  New  York  Historical  Society.  It  was  evidently  the  result  of  a con- 
sultation of  those  who  assumed  to  have  been  the  leaders  of  the  masses  of 
the  unfranchised  inhabitants  of  the  City. 

It  is  a noticeable  fact,  however,  that  that  list  of  nominees,  with  only 
three  of  the  names  stricken  from  it,  was  incorporated  in  the  larger  list 
which  Wivj  nominated  by  the  Caucus. 

i“Low  belonged  to  the  Church  of  England,  a person  unfunded  in 
“ambition,  violent  and  turbulent  in  his  disposition,  remarkably  ohsti- 
“ nate,  with  a good  share  of  un  lerstandiug,  extremely  opinionated,  fond 
“of  bring  the  head  of  a party,  and  never  so  well  pleased  as  when 
'‘Chairman  of  a Committee  or principal  spokesman  at  a mob  meeting. 
“ His  principles  of  government  inclined  to  the  republican  system.” — 
(Julies’ s History  of  A etc  York  during  the  American  li .r  du/ion,  i. , 3~>.) 

Mr.  Low,  subsequently,  became  a Loyalist;  was  stripped  of  bis  prop- 
erty, by  confiscatin'*  ; was  attainted ; and  retired  to  England,  w here  he 
died  m 1701.-  Sal  i si  f Sk  sts  of  the  A 

Revoluli  /i,  original  edition,  4-30 ; — the  same,  second  edition,  ii.,  32,  33.) 

e lxrocrediuqs  of  the  Caucus,  printed  ou  a broadside,  for  general  circu- 
lation, a copy  of  which  is  in  the  Library  of  tbe  New  York  Historical 
Society. 

• Proceedings  of  the  Caucus,  original  edition  : de  Laneey’s  Xot-s  to 
J nes’s  1'  it  ry  / A-  1 t,  i.,  430  ; Leak*  *s  * / Ge  eral  J ’•  •* 

I.amh , sT  ; Dawsou’s  Part:  and  in  Vicinity,  33  ; Bancroft’s  l.nded  &t-ite*, 
original  edition,  % ii.,  41,  43  ; the  same,  centenary  edition,  iv.,  326,  3'27. 
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maintained  its  own  ground  and  voted  down  every  at- 
tempt to  ou it,  which. was  made  by  the  latter;  and 
in  making  the  nomination  of  the  fifty  whom  it  pro- 
posed for  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  it  did  no 
more  than  to  drop  the  names  of  three  of  those  w hom 
the  minority  had  already  selected,  as  its  proposed 
Committee  of  Twenty-five,  and  to  slip  into  the  list  of 
the  twenty-two  who  were  retained,  without  breaking 
the  order  in  which  they  had  been  arranged  on  the 
original  list,  the  names  of  twenty-eight  other  persons 
with  whom  the  promoters  of  the  Caucus  were  better 
pleased — as  nearly  the  entire  minority  was  included 
in  the  list  of  nominees,  giving  it  a small  share  of  the 
responsibilities  and  of  the  honors  or  dishonors  of  the 
proposed  Committee,  its  opposition  to  the  action  of 
its  aristocratic  and  conservative  opponents  appears 
to  have  ceased  ; and  the  establishment  of  the  proposed 
Committee  of  Fifty,  by  the  body  of  the  inhabitants, 
was,  thereby,  assured. 

It  ap  pears  to  have  been  apart  of  the  plan  of  those 
iv ho  had  called  and  controlled  the  Caucus,  to  submit 
the  result  of  its  deliberations  to  the  bony  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  City,  for  its  consideration  and  ap- 
proval ; and  nothing  had  occurred,  within  the  Cau- 
cus, to  make  any  change  in  that  plan  necessary. 
Accordingly,  on  the  day  after  the  meeting  of  the 
Caucus  [Tuesday,  May  17]  they  published  a Card,  ad- 
dressed “To  the  Public,”  in  which  “the  Inhabitants 
“ of  this  City  and  County  ” were  “ requested  to  attend 
“at  the  Coffee-house,  on  Thursday,  the  10th  instant, 
“at  1 o’clock,  to  approve  of  the  Committee  nominated 
“as  aforesaid,  or  to  appoint  such  other  persons  as,  in 
“their  discretion  and  wisdom,  they  may  seem  meet.”  1 

Notwithstanding  the  meeting  at  the  Coffee-house 
was  called  at  one  o’clock,  an  hour  when  every  Me- 
chanic and  Laborer  would  probably  be  employed  in 
his  daily  labor,  it  is  said  that  “ a great  eoueoYirse  of 
“ the  Inhabitants  ” assembled  at  that  place,'  at  the  ap- 
pointed time,  [Thursday,  May  19,  1774,  at  one  o'clock;'} 
and  we  are  also  told  that,  the  assemblage  was  addressed 
by  Isaac  Low,  who  was  in  the  Chair  ; that  some  dis- 
cussion arose,  which  resulted  in  the  addition  of  Fran- 
cis Lewis  to  the  proposed  Committee,  increasing  the 


1 Advertisement  “To  the  Public, ’’  calling  the  Meeting  at  the  Coffee 
house,  dated  “Xew-York,  Tuesday,  May  17,1774,’'  copied  into  the 
Minut*'*  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence. 

S<o,  also,  the  same  Advertisement  and  an  editorial  note  thereon,  in 
llolt  s .V etc-  York  Journal,  No  10117,  Xf.w-Yurk,  Thursday,  May  1 >,  1774  ; 
and  1'iriiKfto.i A _Yetc- York  Gazetteer,  Xo.  57,  Xew-York,  Thursday, 

May  I'd,  1774  ; Caine’s  A ’etc  York  Gazette  and  Merranj,  Xo.  1178,  Xtw- 
Yohk,  Monday,  May  23,  1774;  LicntenaaL-gnx'enior  (.'olden  to  G>  eenior 
7V//oW|  “ Spr:  v«  ;-l  I ill,  3ht  May,  1774;”  the  $an  >e  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, “ Nevv-York  1st  June  1774;  '’  I cake's  Mrimdrof  General  John 
Lamb,  87;  Dawson's  Park  ami  its  Vicinity,  33  ; etc. 

2 “ The  Coff<*e-house,M  that  place  which  was  so  frequently  mentioned 
in  the  commercial  as  well  as  in  the  political  affairs  of  the  City,  stood  on 
the  southeastern  corner  of  Wall  and  Water-streets,  opposite  the  ‘'Slip" 
\*  hi'  h bore  its  name. 

Mr  A»  Lanccy,  in  his  Xobs  on  Jones’s  H is  tot' y (i  , 4501  says  it  was  on 
the  “southeast  corner  of  Wall  and  Pearl  Streets  but  he  w:e  certainly 
in  error.  Stevens,  in  his  Progress  <f  Xeic  York  in  a Century,  ITT **►— 1S7*>, 
25,  correctly  described  the  site  of  the  old  “ Merchants*  Coffee-house.” 


number  of  that  Committee  to  fifty-cue;  and  that,  the 
un fra nch Led  masses  having  lx  u plicated  by  the  ad- 
dition of  another  of  their  leaders  to  the  proposed 
Committee  of  Correspondence,  the  entire  list  of  nomi- 
nees was  confirmed,  without  farther  opposition.3 

3 Minutes  of  the  Committee  of  C'jrre»pondence  ; lb*lt’s  AVi r-  York  Jounr  I, 
Xo.  D‘3S,  Xr.w-YoiiK,  Thursday,  May  26,  1771;  Gained  A 'em -York 
Ga  :>  tie  and  Mercury,  Xo.  117s,  Xew-Yorsc,  Mon  lay.  May  23,  1771  ; Loa- 
b nan l governor  Golden  to  Governor  Tryon , “ 8FRfV;-I( if.I.,  31st  May 

“ 1771 ; ” the  same  to  the  Pari  of  Dartmouth,  New-YoKK,  1st  June  1774 
History  of  the  War  in  America,  (Dublin:  1770/  i.,  22;  Dunlap’s  A • >e 
York , i.,  453;  Hildreth’s  United  States,  First  Series,  iii.,  35;  Baii'Tofc A 
I'niit d States,  original  edition,  vii.,  42,  43  ; Frof  hingham’s  Rise  of  the  Re- 
, public,  327;  Bancroft’s  I'uited  States,  centenary  edition,  iv.,  327,  32S ; 
Sparks’s  Lift  of  Gonvenvmr  J/orria,  22-26  ; Dawson’s  Park  ami  its  Vicinity, 

Notwithstanding  the  important  results  which  the  appointment  of  that 
Committee  of  Correspondence  produced,  it  was  not  even  allu<k*d  to  by 
i Sr.drnan,  ( History/  of  the  Am-riran  1Do-;i  Mi.rcy  Warren,  {History  of  th-, 
American  Devolution  ;)  Morse,  (Annul*  of  the  American  Devolution  ;;  Pitkin, 

, . Hi ulcry  of  the  Coded  States  ;i  Lessing,  i r.  nfeen  hundred  and  sev*  nhj-six  ; 
Hutlf/ry  of  the  Cm  fed  State*,  edition  of  1857  ; and  Field-book  of  the  Devolu- 
tion ;)  uud  many  others. 

Judge  Jones,  (History  of  Xeir  York,  during  the  Revolutionary  War,  i.,  34 ) 

| supposed  the  “ Committee  was  rhosen,”  at  the  Caucus,  at  Sam.  Fran- 
; cis's;  ami  made  no  allusion  to  the  Meeting  at  the  C.-Ifee-honse,  whore  ir 
“ was  chosen.’’  Doctor  Cord'.*!!,  ( HD/nry  ef  .American  Revolution,  I.  : - 
! don  : 1768,  i.,  301,  302,)  said  the  Camus  was  called  by  Sears,  Mi  Donga  I, 

1 and  others  of  the  popular  party,  so  called  ; that  “the  Tories,*’  or  gov- 
i ernmeidal  party,  opposed  them,  in  the  Caucus  ; that  Sears  secured  the 
J appointment  of  a fifty-second  member  of  the  Committee  ; and  that  the 
; whole  subject  wits  disposed  of  by  the  Caucus.  He  made  the  minority  of 
! the  Caucus,  the  victors;  and  did  not  allude  to  the  .Meeting  at  the 
Coffee-house.  Doctor  Ramsay,  ( lHetory  of  the  American  Resolution , Lou- 
| don  : 17dl,  i.,  114,)  said  “the  Whigs  and  Tories  were  so  nearly  balanced 
; **  in  Xew-York,  that  nothing  more  was  agreed  to  at  the  first  meeting  of 
1 “the  inhabitants,’7  [after  the  receipt  of  the  Boston  Poi  t-bi(l]  “than  i 
j “recommendation  to  call  a Congress,’’  although,  in  truth,  the  subject  of 
a Congress  was  not  even  alluded  to,  at  either  the  Caucus  or  the  C’oife*- 
j house.  “Paul  Allen,’’  (History  of  the  American  Devolution,  i.,  186)  said, 
“At  New  York,  there  was  a considerable  struggle  between  the  friends 
j “ of  Administration  and  the  friends  of  Liberty  ; but  the  latter  at  length 
j “ prevailed,  by  the  influence  aud  management  of  two  individuals,  who 
j “had,  on  several  occasions,  manifested  great  activity  and  zeal,  in  their 
1 “ opposition  to  the  obnoxious  measures  of  the  Ministry.”  .although,  in 
, truth,  the  friends  of  the  Government  took  no  part  whatever  in  the  poli- 
tics of  that  particular  period ; and  the  conflict  was  only  between  rival 
| factions  of  fchr  sumo  party  of  the  Opposition  to  the  Government,  each 
j contending  for  the  Control  of  that  particular  party,  while  both  professed 
I to  be  equally  opposed  ro  the  Government.  It  is  also  true  that  those  to 
: whom  this  author  referred,  as  the  prevailing  faction,  were  the  minority, 
were « mtv  < and  in  e very  other  respe<  t were  entirely  defeated.  Graham 

: (History  of  the  l 'aid'd  Stater,  Loudon:  1 mu.  iv.,  549.)  said,  “ At  Xew 
| “ York  the  members  and  activity  of  the  Tory  party  restrained  the  As- 
j “ senibl v and  the  people  at  large  from  publicly  expressing  their  seiiti. 

I **  incuts  with  regard  to  the  treatment  of  Massachusetts  although,  in 
i truth,  the  friends  of  the  Heme  Government  were,  then,  so  greatly  in 
i the  minority  that  they  did  nothing  whatever  to  restrain  the  popular 
I feelings  ; while  the  utterances  of  both  the  Committee  of  Correspondence 
| and  the  General  Assembly  w<  re  as  unequivocally  antagonistic  to  the 
; Home  Government’s  Colonial  policy,  as  anything  which  appeared  else- 
j where.  He  made  no  allusion  whatever  to  either  th-*  Caucus  or  the 
; Meeting  at  thp  Coffee-house.  Hildn-th  {History  of  the  United  States,  First 
I Series,  iii.,  35)  said  that  the  old  Committee  of  the  “ Sons  of  Liberty  “ 

I “ was  dissolved  a'vl  a new  one  •.•b.-'Tfd,”  without  alluding  to  either  the 
| Caucus  or  the  Meeting  at  the  C.,tf«-v-h<*'nse  ; although,  in  fact,  the  Com- 
I mittoe  of  Correspondence  of  an  early  date  had  ceased  to  exist  when  the 
j Stamp-Act  was  repealed  ; and  neither  that  nor  any  other  Committee  was 
j alluded  to,  in  the  slighte.-r  degree,  during  the  proceedings  now  under 
I consideration;  notwithstanding  th  v who  had  compos  • l the  Committee, 

! in  their  individual  capacities,  in  many  instances,  are  known  to  have 
participated  in  both  the  Caucus  and  tin*  Meeting  at  the  Coffee-ho\w. 

, Bancroft  i History  of  the  United  States,  original  edition,  vii.,  41  ; the  same. 

I centenary  edition,  iv.,  526)  made  “ the  old  Committee  ” of  “ the  Sons  of 
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l!v  t!ii-  direct  a ( ■ t i • • : i •<!'  tin-  ! >o*l y <>!'  th"  inlniliitaiits  • 
oi’  the  City,  thus  duly  called,  and  as-rinldrd  at  the  j 
CotlV-e-house,  fur  tint  specific  purpose,  all  the  discord-  j 
ant  elements  of  the  party  of  the  Opposition  to  t lie 
Home  Government,  in  New  York,  were  seemingly 
consolidated  and  placed  under  the  leadership  of  the 
Committee  of  Fifty-one,  which  was,  then  and  there, 
appointed  for  that  ostensible  purpose;  and  those  who 
had  taken  alarm  at  the  growing  audacity  of  those  who  i 
were  assuming  to  be  the  leaders  of  the  unfraneitised 
masses,  were  gratified  with  ample  evidence  of  the  fact  j 
that  the  well-considered  " art  ” which  those  who  had 
planned  the  Caucus  at  Sam.  Francis's  and  the  Meet-  ' 
ing  at  the  Coffee-house  had  employed,  in  order  to 
check  the  rising  pretensions  and  power  of  the  working, 
revolutionary  multitude,  in  political  a flairs,  had  been 
crowned  with  an  abundant  success.  There  had  be  n, 
indeed,  a display  of  wise  caution  and  great  tact,  as  1 
well  as  of  well-concealed  duplicity,  in  ail  which  had  ! 
been  done  by  those  aristocratic,  conservative  politi- 


“ Liberty, “ convoke  tile  inhabitants  of  their  City  ” to  the  Caucus  at 
Sam.  Francis’s,  although  it  ’was  call  I by  their  arisr* *cratic  and  ebuserva- 
tiye  rivals  in  the  party  of  the  Opposition,  and  without  any  consultation 
with  that  Committee,  if  there  was  one,  or  with  tho-c-  win  were  in  har- 
mony with  it.  He  said,  also,  “the  Motion  prevailed  ro  supersede*  the 
“old  Committee  of  Com->poudei.ce  by  a new  one  oi  fifty  although 
neither  of  the  three  Resolutions  x>f  the  Caucus  contained  the  >lighie.-t 
allusion  to  any  such  supe rsedu re,  nor  to  any  other  Committee  or  hotly  or 
person  whatever  tlian  to  the  proposed  Committee  ot'  fifty,  which  it 
nominated.  lie  said  of  the  Meeting  at  the  Coffee-hunse,  “and  the  nmn- 
“ ination  of  the  Committee  was  accepted,  even  with  the  addition  of  Isaac 
“Low as  its  Chairman,  who  was  more  of  a loyalist  than  a patriot  - * 
although,  in  fact,  Isaac  L-  .v‘s  name  v.as  on  the  lbt  which  had  been 
nominated  at  the  Caucus,  against  which  no  opposition  was  made;  and 
the  only  ‘‘addition”  which  was  made  by  tin*  Meeting  was  that  of  Fran- 
cis Lewis,  whose  name  had  been  included  on  the  original  list  of  the 
minority,  and  rejected  by  the  Caucus.  The  Meeting  at  tin?  Coffee-house 
made  no  attempt  to  supply  the  Committee  of  Fifty-one  with  a Chairman, 
in  the  person  of  Isaac  Low,  as  Bancroft  has  stated  : Isaac  Low  was 
called  to  that  place  hy  the  Committee  itself,  at  its  first  Meeting,  on 
Monday,  May  23,  as  its  Jl Vnides  abundantly  prove.  Doctor  cp.uks, 
f Lift  of  G ■■■  ertieiti  Morris,  i.,  22,)  merged  the  d >i  - f the  < uncus  and 
the  Meeting  at  the  Coffee-house,  into  one  mass:  made  Isaac  Sears  the 
mafster  spiiit  of  all  that  was  done  ; and  slid  “ tiie  Committee  consisted  of 
“ a nearly  equal  nu tuber  of  both  parties,  but  with  a preponderance  on 
“ the  liberal  sides  " although  the  truth  was.  the  friends  the  Home  Gov- 
ernment took  no  part  whatever,  in  either  of  those  njc tings ; tliat  both 
were  composed  of  only  those  who  opposed  tho  Home  Government  ; that 
the  st rut  s le,  in  h of  th  two  ■ . •-  ww  t n < nflicting 

factions- of  the  latter  party  ; that,  in  V>;h,  the*  faction  of  tin*  ari- Piratic 
conservative  element  of  the  party  outvoted  and  defeated  the  faction  rep- 
resenting, or  pretending  to  represent,  the  unfruuch God  iiih.-fs  ; that  the* 
(.’•'inmitfee  contained  a large  proportion  of  those  who  b longed,  at  that 
timr\  to  the  aristocratic  cons  rvalue  faction  of  the  party  : and  that  it  is 
not  known,  nor  is  it  supposed,  that  a single  person  was  named  on  the 
Committee,  who  was  not,  at  that  time,  opposed  to  the  Colonial  policy  of 
the  l£om<\ Government.  Indeed,  as  Judge  Jones,  whose  opportunities 
for  ascertaining  the  exact  truth  and  whose  integriu  and  f«  •arlwmcss  in 
uttering  it  no  one  will  seriously  question,  has  emphatically  stated, 
“ all  parties,  denomination-,  a ml  religions,  apprehend'd,  at  that  time, 
“that  the  Colonies  laboured  undvr  grievance*  a hi*  h u anted  redressing 
and  no  one,  therefore,  opposed  any  re.i.-onnMi*  m- -vem-nt  which  tended, 
or  appeared  to  tend,  to  a peaceful  redress  of  thu*e  serious  grievances. 

It  will  he  seen,  from  this  comparison  of  tho  original  authorities  with 
the  use  wifi  h has  been  math  of  them  hy  the  several  leading  writers  of 
-history  in  our  country- , j n.-t  how  little  oi  how  much  reliauco  can  be 
placed  on  w hat  is  called  %i-hi*t<j ryt"  in  what  relat*-*  to  le.-s  importing 
subjects,  while  this,  which  was  second  to  few  .-thers,  in  the  history  of  the 
ltev •duTinF,  lias  been"  treated  with  so  little  of  respect  arid  of  fidelity  to 
the  trurh. 


I 


i 


viiins  ; and,  very  evidi-ntl  v,  they  lui  I l'airly  overcome 
t heir  plebeian,  revolutionary  rivals,  in  an  appeal  t< > 
the  body  of  the  inhabitants.  With  a complete  knowl- 
edge of  the  small  number  of  those  who  had  previously 
assumed  to  represent  the  masses  of  the  unfranc  lost 'l 
inhabitants,  and  with  as  complete  a knowledge  of  tin- 
general  harmlessness  of  those  masses,  in  the  absence 
of  their  self-constituted  leaders,  the  high-toned  pro- 
moters of  the  unpublished  scheme  of  abridging  the 
political  power  of  the  great  body  of  the  people  had 
disarmed  the  former  of  their  animosity,  by  rendering 
them  harmless,  as  the  helpless  minority  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Fifty-one1 — an  empty  honor  with  which, 
however,  for  the  time  being,  they  were  evidently 
satisfied — while  the  latter  were  made  contented,  for  a 
short  time,  also,  by  receiving  a recognition  of  their 
political  pretensions,  in  the  privilege  which  was  ex- 
tended to  them  of  confirming  or  rejecting  the  nomi- 
nations made  by  the  Caucus,  among  whom,  with  two 
or  three  exceptions,  the  names  of  their  self-constituted 
loaders  were  conspicuously  presented. 3 


1 I.Lri<('!iinf-gocei  inr  Cold? a to  flovenior  Tryon,  “ Spring-hill  31st 
“ May,  1771  ; " the  seme  to  the  Karl  of  Dartmouth , “Nkw  York  June  !>t 
“ 1771  ; Jones’s  History  of  Sew  Yuri:  rturinj  the  Revolutionary  War,  i., 
34- ; Leake's  Memoir  of  General  John  Lamb,  87  ; Dawson’s  History  of  the 
Park  and  H*  Vir’nity,  33;  Bancroft’s  United  States,  original  edition,  vii., 
-11,  12  ; the  name , centenary  edition,  iv.,  327  ; etc. 

Of  the  fifty-one  members  of  the  Committee,  a very  great  majority  were 
of  the  aristoi  ratio,  conservath  c,  anti  revolutionary  portions  of  the  inhab- 
itants. On  the  fourth  of  July,  when  a test  question  was  before  it,  thirty- 
eight  members  being  present,  only  thirteen  votes  were  cast  by  those  who 
assumed  to  represent  the  unfranchised  inhabitants  : and  in  the  greater 
contest,  tlm»o  days  afterwards,  on  Mr.  Thurbers  Resolution,  disavowing 
the  proceedings  of  the  great  popular  “Meeting  in  the  Fields, ” over 
whii  h Alexander  Me  Don  gal  had  presided,  only  nine  votes  were  cast  in 
opposition  to  tho  vote  of  disavowal. 

It  may  also  be  stated,  in  this  place,  that,  notwithstanding  none  of  the 
fifty-one,  at  that  time,  were  of  the  Government, *1  party,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  everyone  was  earnestly  opposed  to  the  Colonial  policy  of  the 
Home  Government,  twenty-one  of  the  number,  at  a subsequent  period, 
became  acknowledged  Loyalists  ; that  a considerable  numb*,  r t**ok  no 
active  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee,  but  could  have  been 
relied  on,  by  the  aristocratic,  conservative  leaders,  had  theirpreser.ee  and 
their  votes  been,  at  any  time,  needed  ; and  that  a greater  number  than 
there  were  of  the  last-named  class — a working  majority  of  the  Conmiit- 
t'-e,  indeed — included  such  a John  Alsop,Gai*rbl  H.  Ludlow,  John  Jay, 
and  James  Duaue,  who  invariably  acted  and  voted  with  the  aristocratic, 
anti-* evolutionary  portion  of  the  Committee,  and,  until  they  became 
■ - for  the  Congi  ahv  ivs  in  opj  t t n ■ liuionary 

leaders  and  the  revolutionary  purposes. 

Well  might  the  exiled  Judge,  Thomas  Jones,  writing  of  this  ('ommit- 
t - in  the  light  of  ^subsequent  events,  say,  within  ten  years  of  its  crea- 
tion, notwithstanding  what  lie  had  said  of  the  opposition  to  the  C'ohmial 
policy  of  the  Home  Government,  which  all  of  them  had  presented,  **  Tin 
“majority  were  real  friends  to  Government.1’  —(H  story  ' i . 
in  y the  Re  volv  tin  nary  Bur,  i.,  34.) 

- For  the  purpose  of  provi  ling  an  additional  authority,  concerning 
much  that  lias  been  stated,  in  this  work,  concerning  tho  relations  which 
•existed  be  ween  tho  con  fed- rated  “Merchants  and  Traders”  and  other 
high-toned  citizens,  and  tin/ mure  numerous,  but  uufrunchisvd,  “ Inliubi- 
“ tanfs  of  the  City  and  County  ; ” concerning  tin*  desire  of  the  former  to 
abridge  the  influence  which  had  been  secured  by  t'..  :-  latter,  while  tio  \ 
were  subject  to  the  frequent  appeals  of  the  former  ; and  concerning  the 
formation  of  the  “Committee  of  Correspondence,*’  since  known  as  the 
“Committee  of  Fifty  one,”  for  the  purpose  of  recovering,  to  the  confed- 
erated, conservative  “ Merchants  and  Traders  ’*  and  the  Gentry,  the  con- 
trol of  the  political  affairs  of  the  City,  we  invite  attention  to  the  t*  l ’■  w- 
ing  very  important  Letter,  written  b\  > West  Imstor-countv  gentleman, 
m ho,  \\Jn-u  lie  could  no  longer  tvr\o  the  party  of  tin  Hon.-.,  « T-v  -nunvn', 
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WESTCHESTER  COUNTY. 


. Tht:  Committee  which  was  thus  created  hy  the  aris- 
tocratic, anti-revolutionary  portion  of  those  who,  at 
that  time,  were  opposing  the  Colonial  policy  of  the 
Home  Government,  was  largely  intended,  as  we  have 
shown,  to  serve  as  a check  on  the  rising  power,  in 
political  utl'uirs,  of  the  unfranchised  Mechanics  and 
Work  ingmen  of  the  City  of  New  York,  especially  of 
the  revolutionary  faction  of  those  Working-men,  while 
it  would  tend,  also,  to  concentrate  in  “ the  Merchants 
“and  Traders”  and  Gentry  of  the  City,  thus  confed- 
erated for  tlie  exercise  of  it,  all  of  that  political  power, 
especially  in  matters  of  national  concern,  which  that 
City  and  Province,  at  that  time,  could  command, 
without  the  existence  of  a thought,  among  those  who 
had  promoted  the  scheme,  if  such  a thought  had  any- 


a people,  at  such  a time,  and  under  such  circumstances 
as  then  existed,  and  which  would  prohahly  continue 
to  exist,  might,  also,  sensibly  or  insensibly,  weaken  if 
where  existed,  that  such  an  organization,  among  such 
it  should  not  destroy  all  those  bonds  of  recognized 
dependence,  and  loyalty,  and  love,  which,  hitherto, 
had  so  firmly  bound  the  Colony  to  the  Mother  Country. 
But,  notwithstanding  the  evident  intentions  of  those 
among  whom  the  thought  of  creating  such  a Com- 
! mittee  had  originated;  notwithstanding  the  purposes 
! for  which  it  had  been  created  included  no  such  pur- 
pose; and  notwithstanding  a separation  of  the  Colo- 
nies from  the  Mother  Country  had  not  yet  become  one 
of  the  questions  of  the  day,  that  Committee  of  Corre- 
spondence in  the  City  of  New  York,  created  and 


was  among  the  earliest  to  become  its  nominal  opponent:  ; and,  subse- 
quently, to  pose  as  a distinguished  “ patriot  ” and  os  a not  lead  distin- 
guished republican  statesman  : 

“New  York,  May  20,  1771. 

“ Dear  Sip.  : 

“ You  have  heard,  and  you  will  hear,  a great  deal  about  jK>li tics  ; 
“ and  in  the  heap  uf  Chaff  you  may  find  some  grains  of  good  <v.  nse.  Be- 
“tieve  me,  Sir,  Freedom  and  Religion  are  only  watchwords.  We  have 
“appointed  a Committee,  or,  rather,  we  have  nominated  one.  Let  me 
“give  you  the  history  of  it. 

“It  is  needless  to  premise,  that  the  lower  orders  of  Mankind  are  more 
“easily  led  by  specious  appearances  than  those  of  a more  exalted  station. 
“This,  and  many  similar  propositions,  you  know  better  than  your  huin- 
“ ble  servant. 

“ The  troubles  i u A meriea,  during  Grenville's  Administration,  put  our 
“Gentry  upon  th  is  finesse.  They  stimulated  some  daring  Coxcombs  to 
“rouse  the  Mob  into  an  attack  upon  the  bounds  of  order  and  decency. 
“Th*se  fellows  became  the  Jack  Od'Y  of  the  day,  the  Leaders  in  all  the 
41  Riots,  the  Bellwethers  of  the  Flock.  The  reason  of  the  maiueuvre,  in 
“ those  who  wished  to  keep  fair  with  the  Government  and,  at  the  same 
“time,  to  receive  the  incense  of  popular  applause,  you  will  readily  per- 
44  ceivts.  On  the  whole,  the  Shepards  were  not  much  to  blame,  in  a po- 
litical point  of  Mew.  The  Bellwethers  jingled  merrily,  and  reared 
44 oat,  ‘ Liberty,*  and  ‘ Propert\y  and  ‘Religion,’  and  a multitude  of 
“cant  terms,  which  every  one  thought  he  understood,  and  was  egregi- 
41  ously  mistaken  ; for  you  must  know  the  Shepherds  kept  the  Dictionary 
“of  the  Day  ; and,  like  the  Mysteries  of  the  ancient  Mythology,  it  was 
“ not  for  profane  eyes  and  ears.  This  answered  many  purposes:  the 
“simple  Flock  put  themselves  entirely  under  the  protection  of  these 
“ most  excellent  Shepherds. 

“ By-and-hye,  behold  a great  metamorphosis,  without  the  help  of  Ovid 
“or  h Is  Divinities ; but  entirely  effectuated  by  two  modern  Genii,  the 
“God  of  Ambition  ami  the  Goddess  of  Faction.  The  first  of  these 
4*  prompted  the  Shepherds  to  shear  some  of  their  Flock;  and,  then,  in 
“conjunction  with  the  other,  converted  the  Btdlwethers  into  Shepherds. 
44  That  we  have  been  in  hot  water  with  the  British  Parliament,  ever 
41  since,  every  body  knows  : consequently  these  new  Shepherds  bar  hod 
44  their  hands  full  of  employment.  The  old  ones  kept  themselves  least  in 
“sight  ; ami  a want  of  confidence  in  each  otlu-r  was  not  the  least  evil 
“ which  followed.  The  Port  of  Bo-ton  has  been  shut  up.  These  Sheep, 
“simple  as  they  are,  cannot  be  gulled,  as  heretofore  In  short,  there  is 
“ no  ruling  them  ; and,  now,  to  leave  the  metaphor,  the  heads  of  the 
“ Mobility  grow  dangerous  to  the  Gentry  ; and  how  to  keep  them  down 
44  Is  the  question. 

“While  tiny  correspond  with  the  other  Colonies,  call  and  dismi.-s 
“popular  A-s-mblics,  make  Resolves  to  bind  the  Conscience.-  *-f  the  rest 
“of  Mankind,  bully  jn)or  Printers,  and  exert  with  full  force  all  their 
“other  tribunitial  powers,  it  is  impossible  to  curb  them.  But  Art  some- 
41  times  goes  farther  than  Force;  and,  therefore,  to  trick  them  hand- 
44 Homely,  a Committee  of  Patricians  was  to  be  nominated  ; and  int  > their 
“hands  was  t*.  be  committed  tin*  Maji-sty  oft  he  People;  and  the  highest 
“tni-t  was  t>*  he  r*q*o*H?d  in  them  by  a mandate  that  they  -Mould  take 
“care,  .;»<•  / wpnhlic*  non  capiat  iuim  inn.  The  Ti  il miles,  through  the 
“ w mt  of  go*4  legerdemain  in  the  senatorial  order,  p i reived  the  finesse  ; 
“and,  ye^erday,  I was  present  at  a grand  divi.-ion  of  the  City;  and, 
“there,  i In-held  my  fellow -citizens  very  accurately  counting  nil  their 


“Chickens,  not  only  before  any  of  them  were  hatched,  hut  before  above 
“one  half  of  the  Eggs  were  laid.  In  short,  they  fairly  contended  about 
'‘the  future  forms  of  our  Government,  whether  it  should  be  fouuJed 
‘ upon  aristocratic  or  democratic  principles. 

“I  stood  iu  the  Balcony  ; and,  on  my  right  hand  were  ranged  all  the 
“people  of  property,  with  some  few  poor  dependants;  and,  on  the  other, 
44  all  the  Tradesmen,  etc.,  who  thought  it  worth  their  while  to  leave 
“their  daily  labour  f-r  the  good  of  the  Country.  The  spirit  of  the 
“English  Constitution  has  yet  a little  influence  left,  and  but  a little. 
“The  remains  of  it,  however,  will  give  the  wealthy  people  a superiority, 
“tin’s  time;  but,  would  they  secure  it,  they  must  banish  all  Schoolmas- 
ters and  confine  all  Knowledge  to  themselves.  This  cannot  be.  The 
“Mob  begin  to  think  and  to  reason.  Poor  Reptiles  ! it  is,  with  them,  a 
“ vernal  Morning  ; they  are  struggling  to  cast  off  their  Winter’s  Plough  ; 
“they  bask  in  tho  Sunshine;  and,  ere  Noon,  they  will  bite,  depend 
“ upon  it.  The  Gentry  begin  to  fear  this.  Their  Committee  will  be 
“appointed  : they  will  deceive  the  People;  and,  again,  they  will  forfeit 
“a  share  of  their  Confidence.  And  if  these  instances  of  what  with  one 
“side  is  Policy,  with  the  other  Perfidy,  shall  continue  to  increase,  and 
“become  more  frequent,  farewell,  Aristocracy.  I see,  and  I see  it  with 
“ fear  and  trend  ding,  that  if  th  ’Disputes  with  Gre.nl  l-rihiin  continue, 
“we  shall  be  under  the  worst  of  all  possible  dominions;  we  shall  be 
“under  the  domination  of  a riotous  Mob. 

“ It  is  the  interest  of  all  men,  therefore,  to  seek  for  re-union  with  the 
“parent  State.  A safe  Compact  seems,  in  my  poor  opinion,  to  be  now 
“tendered,  Internal  taxation  to  be  left  with  ourselves.  The  right  of 
“regulating  Trade  to  be  vested  in  Britain,  where  alone  is  found  the 
“power  of  protecting  it.  1 trust  you  will  agree  with  me,  that  this  is 
“the  only  possible  mode  of  union.  * * * * 

“ I am,  Sir,,  etc,, 


“Mr.  Penn.  - “Govvt.uxeck  Morris.” 

It  was  never  pretended,  if  our  memory  serves  ns  correctly,  that 
the  writer  uf  this  letter  was  a democratic,  republican  : our  readers  can 
easily  dett-rmine,  from  bis  contemptuous  words,  while  describing  the 
unfr.ncbised  Mechanics  and  Working-meu  of  this  City,  how  little 
of  a republican  uf  any  other  lass,  how  much  of  a believer  of  the  political 
dogma  of  the  unqualified  equality  of  all  men,  he  was,  notwithstanding 
w hat  some  historians,  so  calh-d,  have  writ  ten  uf  him. 

In  the  same  spirit,  w as  that  note  written  hy  James  Rivington,  of  New 
York,  and  received  by  ll  -nry  Knox,  of  Boston,  subsequently  a General 
in  the  Atmynf  the  Revolution  and  Secretary  of  War  under  President 
Washington,  and  (in  his  own  estimation)  never  one  of  the  people,  which 
note  was  detected  by  the  revolutionary  leaders  in  Boston,  and  commu- 
nicate*! to  the  “Sous  of  Liberty,  in  New  York,  by  note,  dated  lv.)  June, 
1774.  The  words  used  bv  Rivington  were  these:  “You  may  rest  as- 
sured that  no  i.on-im-,  n>  r non-cx-portation  will  be  agreed  upon 
“either  here  or  at  Philadelphia.  The  power  over  our  crowd  is  no 
“longer  in  the  bands  uf  Sars,  Lamb,  ami  such  unimportant  persons, 
“ who  have  f**r  six  years  past,  been  the  demagogues  of  a very  turbulent 
“facrion  i ir  this  City;  but  their  power  and  mischievous  capacity  ex- 
“ piled  instantly  upon  th  s election  of  the  Committee  of  Fiftv-one,  in 
“which  there  is  a majority  of  inflexibly  honest,  loyal,  and  prudent 
“ citizen*. ’’ — (MS  letter  oj  Thotna*  Young  l<>  John  L-inth,  ‘'Boston,  loth 
4 June,  1774,”  In  the  “Louth  J’op+ra,''  New  York  II  i-dermal  Society ’a 
Library.) 
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fostered  by  the  most  aristocratic  of  her  citizens,  from 
the  beginning  of  its  existence,  was  one  of  the  most 
powerful  of  those  instrumentalities  which,  at  that  very 
time,  were  sapping  the  foundations  of  the  Throne,  in  j 
the  Colonies;  and  it  was  through  the  proposition  and 
the  persistent  effort  of  that  particular  Committee,  that,  1 * 
verv  soon  alter  it  was  organized,  another  and  yet  more 
intiui-niial  bodv  was  created,  composed  of  influential  j 
and  aide  men,  mainly  from  the  higher  classes  of 
tv,  by  whom,  not  long  afterwards,  the  Home 
t , ...  rnmcrit  was  arraigned  before  tire  bar  of  the 
entire  world,  on  well-sustained  charges  of  Usurpation 
and  Oppression  ; by  whom,  also,  the  standard  of  a 
united  Rebellion  of  all  the  Colonies  was  raised;  and 
by  whom  a revolutionary  power,  united  and  energetic, 
extending  throughout  the  entire  seaboard,  was  raised 
for  its  support.  In  opposition  to  the  purposes  and 
the  demands  of  the  small  revolutionary  element,  in  j 
New  York — in  opposition,  also,  to  the  leaders  and  the 
revolutionary  populace,  in  Boston,  with  whom  the 
revolutionary  leaders  in  New  York  were  in  constant  i 
correspondence  and  in  entire  harmony — the  Com- 
mittee which  the  conservative,  anti-revolutionary 
aristocracy  of  New  York  had  thus  created  for  the 
protection  and  the  promotion  of  its  own  particular 
interests,  the  domestic  as  well-as  the  foreign,  originally 
proposed  and  persistently  insisted  on  the  organization 
of  a Congress  of  Delegates  from  all  the  Colonies,  for 
the  united  consideration  of  alt  the  matters  in  difference 
between  all  the  Colonies  and  the  Home  Government; 
and  it  was  that  Congress,  thus  called  into  existence 
by  an  anti-revolutionary  body,  by  assuming  authority 
which  had  not  been  delegated  to  it  and  bv  disregard- 
ing the  expressed  opinions  and  intentions  of  those 
who  were  represented  therein — at  the  expense,  also, 
of  its  own  consistency,  in  excepting  one  of  the  Colo- 
nies from  the  provisions  of  its  Association,  in  order  to 
secure  the  vote  of  that  Colony  for  the  enforcement  of 
that  Association  upon  all  the  other  Colonies — which 
not  only  closed  the  door  of  reconciliation  with  the 
Mother  Country,  which  it  was  expected  to  have 
opened  to  its  widest  extent;  but,  practically,  it  organ-  j 
ized  a systematic  and  general  Revolution,  throughout  j 
the  entire  seaboard,  which,  ultimately,  led  to  the  over-  j 
throw  of  all  monarchial  power,  within  the  entire  j 
territory  of  each  and  every  one  of  its  several  constitu-  j 
cut  Colonies.  Such  a notable  instance  of  the  tiling  j 
which  had  been  created  for  a specific  purpose,  having  j 
been  turned,  in  the  progress  of  events,  by  the  tact  of  j 
a small  proportion  of  its  members,  without  violence  I 
and  by  some  of  those  who  had  favored  and  assisted  in 
the  construction  of  it,  against  the  greater  number  of  ! 
those  who  had  created  it  and  for  the  overthrow  of 
their  purposes  in  having  done  so,  as  was  seen  in  the  | 
instance  of  that  Committee  of  Correspondence  in  New 
York  and  in  its  notable  results,  is  worthy  of  notice  j 
and  remembrance ; and  it  may  well  serve,  also,  as  a i 
perpetual  reminder,  to  those  whose  political  conduct 
has  not  been  altogether  honest,  and  whose  inclinations  1 


have,  sometimes,  been  directed  toward  something 
else  than  that  which  has  been  indicated  by  their 
professions,  that 

“There's  a Divinity  that  shup€*  our  ends, 

“ Hough  h«w  them  how  we  will.** 

While  the  consolidated  Opposition,  in  the  City  ot 
New  York,  was  thus  actively  employed  in  making 
preparations  for  a vigorous  opposition  to  the  latest 
measures  of  the  Home  Government  and,  in  order  to 
make  that  opposition  more  effective,  in  transferring 
the  leadership  of  the  confederated  party  of  the  Oppo- 
sition from  the  few  who  had  previously  assumed  to 
lead  the  revolutionary  portion  of  the  unfranchised 
masses,  in  the  violent  proceedings  in  which,  from  time 
to  time,  the  latter  had  been  engaged,  to  the  greater 
number,  of  higher  social  and  pecuniary  and  political 
standing,  who  formed  the  large  majority  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Correspondence  which  it  was  creating,  as  its 
leader,  in  its  opposition  to  the  Ministry,  the  Town  of 
Boston,  also,  was  anxiously  and  carefully  preparing 
for  the  coming  catastrophe. 

On  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  the  tenth  of  May,1  Cap- 
tain Shayler  arrived  in  the  latter  place,  bringing 
intelligence  of  the  passage  of  the  Act  of  Parliament 
closing  that  Port.  On  the  following  day,  Wednesday, 
the  eleventh  of  May,  the  Committees  of  Correspond- 
ence from  eight  of  the  adjacent  Towns  were  invited  to 
meet  the  Boston  Committee,  for  consultation;'-  and 
on  Thursday,  the  twelfth  of  May,  those  Committees 
assembled  at,  Faneuil  Hall,  with  Samuel  Adams  in 
the  Chair  and  Joseph  Warren  acting  as  the  leader,  on 
the  floor,  and  determined  to  send  “ Circular  Letters’’ 
to  the  several  Committees  of  Correspondence,  where 
such  Committees  existed,  in  the  other  Colonies, 
urging,  as  the  onlyr  proposed  remedy  for  the  threat- 
ened grievances,  a renewal  of  that  Non-Importation 
Association  which,  during  the  excitement  which  had 
followed  the  passage  of  the  Stamp-Act,  had  been 
productive  of  so  much  success.3  On  Friday,  the 
thirteenth  of  May,  a Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and 
other  inhabitants  of  the  Town,  legally  qualified  and 
duly  warned,  was  holden  in  Faneuil  Hall,  Samuel 
Adams  being  in  the  Chair,  at  which  it  was  voted, 
“ that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Town,  that,  if  the  other 
“Colonies  comtrmto  a joint  Resolution  to  stop  all 
“Importation  from  Great  Britain  and  Exportation  to 
“Great  Britain  and  every  part  of  the  West  Indies,  till 


1 The  Massachusetts  Gazette  of  Thursday,  May  12,  1774,  printed  t lie- 
text  of  the  Boston  Port-bill,  in  full,  with  the  following  hcadiu  g : “ Tues- 
,l  day  arrived  here  Captain  Shayler,  in  a Brig  from  London,  who  brought 
“ the  most  interesting  and  important  Advices  that  ever  was  received  at 
“the  Port  of  Boston.*’ 

See,  also,  Bancroft's  History  of  the  United  States,  original  edition,  vii., 
34;  Uit  same,  centenary  edition,  iv\,  321;  Froth inghanPs  Rise  of  t\e 
j-tddiV,  320  ; etc. 

- Bancroft's  History  of  the  United  States,  original  edition,  vii.,  3T>  ; the 
tauir,  centenary  edition,  iv.,  321  ; Frothinglmm's  Rise  of  the  Repuldi--,  3.1. 

3 Bancroft’s  History  of  the  United  State*,  origiual  edition,  vii.,  3.'.— ;>T  ; 
the  vo.n*,  centenary  edition,  iv.,  321-323;  Frothi&ghum's  of  the 
J2»  I'ublie,  321,  etc. 


s 


' 


\V  E.STCII  ESTER  Col'X'JT. 


1 t 


“ the  Act  for  blocking  up  this  Harbour  be  repealed, 
“ the  same  will  prove  the  Salvation  of  X'orth  America 
“ and  her  Liberties.  On  the  other  hand,  if  they  eon- 
“ tinue  their  Exports  and  Imports,  there  is  high  reason 
“to  fear  that  Fraud,  Power,  and  the  most  odious  Op- 
“ pression  will  rise,  triumphant,  over  flight,  Justice, 
“Social  Happiness,  and  Freedom.”  It  was  also 
“ Ordered,  that  this  Vote  lie  forthwith  transmitted  by 
“the  Mt»vUsnB*>r  to  all  our  sister  Colonies,  in  the 
“Name  and  Behalf  of  the  Town.”1 

It  will  be  seen,  in  these  faithful  statements  of  the 
doings  of  the  leaders  of  the  revolutionary  party  and 
of  the  doings  of  the  revolutionary  party,  itself,  in 
Boston,  in  May,  1774,  that  Massachusetts-men,  there 
and  at  that  time,  recognized  the  existence  of  no 
grievance  whatever,  in  any  of  the  Colonies,  except 
that  which  had  been  inflicted  on  Boston,  in  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Boston  Port-Bill;  that  they  elevated  that 
local  grievarfdfe,  which  had  been  inflicted  only  as  a 
penalty  for  local  offences  against  existing  Statutes,  to 
the  level  'of  that  general  Stamp-Act,  which  had  been 
inflicted  on  every  Colonist,  throughout  the  entire 
Continent,  not  as  a penalty'  for  wrong  doing,  but  as  a 
general  Tax,  levied  only  for  the  increase  of  the 
national  Revenue ; that  they  considered  that  a general 
determination,  by  all  the  Colonies,  from  Nova  Scotia 
to  Florida,  to  hold  no  commercial  intercourse  what- 
ever with  the  Mother  Country'  and  with  all  the  West 
Indian  Colonies,  foreign  as  well  as  British,  was 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  delinquent  Town 
from  the  threatened  consequences  of  its  persistent 
violation  of  the  Laws  of  the  Nation;  that-  they  arro- 
gantly assumed  that  general  action  of  all  the 
Colonies  must  betaken,  uniformly,  in  a distinct  and 
clearly'  defined  line,  which  those  Massachusetts-men 


l Proceedings  of  the  Meeting,  in  Force’s  American  Archives , Fourth  Se- 
ries, i.,  331,  and  in  Dawson's  The  Park  and  Us  Vicinity , 32. 

See,  also,  Letter  from  Thomas  Young  to  John  Lamb , “ Boston,  May  13, 
“ 1774  Holt’s  Xeic-York  Journal , No.  1»>J7,  Nf.w-York,  Thursday,  May 

19,  1774  ; It  icing  ton's  Netc-York  Gazetteer,  No.  57,  New-Yokk,  Thursday, 
May  19,  1774  ; Game’s  Xetc-York  Gazette  and  Mercury,  No.  117s,  Nf.w- 
York.,  Monday,  May  23,  1774  ; Lieutenant-governor  Golden  to  Governor 
Tryon,  “Spring  Hill  31st  May,  1774  ; " the  same  to  the  Earl  of  Part- 
mouth,  “New-YohIv  1st  June,  1774  ; ” Annual  Register  for  1775,  4 ; His- 
tory of  the  War  in  America , Dublin:  1779,  i.,  10,  20  ; Andrews*  History  of 
the  War  icith  America,  Loudon : 1785,  i..  13  1 ; Gordon's  History  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution,  London:  1788,  i.,  3<>l-v4bu*»*-.y\s  History  of  the  American 
Revolution,  London:  1791,  i.,  112;  Stednum’s  History  of  the  American 
War,  London:  1794,  i.,  93  ; Adolphus’s  History  of  England,  London  : 
1*8  >5,  ii.,  12*2,  123  ; “Paul  Allen’s’’  History  of  the  Amcricun  Revolution, 
Baltimore,  182*2,  i.,  181  ; Morse's  Annals  of  the  American  Revolution,  Hart- 
ford : 1824,  179,  180  ; Pitkin's  History  of  the  United  Slates,  New  Haven  : 
1828,  i.,  270  ; G rah  Kino’s  History  of  the  failed  states,  London  : 1830,  iv., 
347.  :>4S  ; Hildreth’s  History  of  the  United  States,  New  York  : 1850,  First 
Series,  iii.,  34  ; Leake’s  Memoir  of  General  John  I.amb,  Albany:  1857, 
84-80;  Lessing’s  Seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-sU,  New  York:  122; 
Lossing’s  Field-book  of  the  Revolution,  New  York:  1851,  i.,  .3«  >T ; Ban- 
croft's History  of  the  United  States,  original  edition,  Boston:  1858,  vii., 
57  ; the  same,  centenary  edition,  Boston : 1870,  iv.,  323;  Fruthingham’s 
Rite  of  the  Republic,  Boston  : 1872,321;  oSi  ivLodge's  History  of  the  Eng- 
lish Colonies,  New  York  : 1881,  489;  etc. 

Lendruin,  ( History  of  the  United  States  ;)  Loosing,  ( History  of  the  United 
States,  ls54  ;)and  Ridpath,  (Hmtory  of  the  Unit'd  States ;)  made  no  allusion 
to  this  very  important  Meeting. 


specifically  and  definitely  laid  down,  and  in  no  other 
line  whatever,  leaving  limbing  to  tin-  eh  .o-e  or  the 
better  judgment  or  the  existing  circum-i. iitces  of  any 
i others,  any  where;  that  even  their  New  England 
i ingenuity  contrived  no  other  remedy  for  their  merely 
local  grievance  than  that  specific  suspension  of  the 
entire  agricultural  and  manufacturing  industries  of 
all  the  Colonies,  except  to  the  extent  of  supplying 
! the  demand  for  the  productions  of  their  industries  for 
| home-consumption  only,  as  well  as  the  specific  sus- 
j pension  of  all  the  Commerce  of  all  the  Colonies, 
except  that  with  the  French  Colonies  of  St.  Pierre 
i and  Miquelon,  on  the  coast  of  Newfoundland — with 
i which,  by  the  bye,  so  large  a portion  of  the  smuggling 
i by  Massachusetts-men  was.  then  and  subsequently, 
carried  on2 — all  of  which,  without  any  possible 
I abatement,  they  definitely  proposed  and  positively 
i insisted  on  ; and  that,  in  their  complacency,  they 
dared,  also,  to  assert,  if  not  to  threaten,  that  the  con- 
sequence of  disobedience  to  their  audacious  proposi- 
; tion,  in  any  of  the  Colonies,  would  be  the  triumphant 
j rise  of  Fraud.  Power,  and  the  most  odious  Oppression, 

; over  Right,  Justice,  Social  Happiness,  and  Freedom.3 
| In  short,  the  principles  and  "patriotic”  impulses  of 
| those  men  of  Boston  began  and  ended  in  the  proposed 
j promotion  of  nothing  else  than  their  own  individual 
and  local  interests,  at  the  expense  of  the  entire 
; prostration  of  business,  internal  as  well  as  external,  * 
! except  that  of  Smuggling,  from  one  extremity  to  the 
j other  of  the  Atlantic  seaboard — the  warp,  the  woof, 
j and  the  filling  of  their  neatly  woven  web  were,  in 
| fact,  nothing  else,  whatever,  than  unadulterated, 
j audacious  selfishness;  and  that  selfishness,  in  that 
| particular  connection,  was  seen,  more  distinctly  than 
it  had  previously  been  seen,  when,  a few  weeks  after- 
wards, the  alms  of  the  Continent,  which  had  been 
sent  for  the  particular  relief  of  the  sick  and  suffering 
poor  of  Boston,  whom,  it  was  said,  the  Port-Bill  had 

-“  Lord  Sandwich. — Do  nut  the  New  England  Fishing-ships  carry  on 
j “an  illicit  Trade  with  the  French? 

‘‘Commodore  Siu*ldjiam.— Certainly  ; their  Ships  meet  at  Sea ; and 
! “ they  supply  then;  with  Provisions,  Ruin,  Stores,  and  the  Ships  them- 
selves ; and  return  loaded  with  French  Manufactures.'* — ( Emm i nation 
07  Commodore  Slnddhaiu,  Governor  of  X>  nfoo ntlland,  before  the  }fmse  of 
Lords,  March  15,  1775.1 

^ It  will  not  be  out  of  place,  in  this  connection,  to  state  the  fact  that 
Boston  could  have  averted  all  the  e\ils  ascribed  to  the  Boston  Port-Bill, 
by  paying  for  what  some  of  h*i  lawless  inhabitants  had  destroyed — as 
property  destroyed  by  mobs,  in  our  da}*,  must  be  paid  for  by  the  County  in 
i which  it  is  destroyed,  its  AlleghaTiv-ounty,  Pennsylvania,  sorrowfully 
knows,  as  one  of  the  several  results  .f  the  iiutuble  “ Pittsburg  Riots”  of 
1877.  She  was  evidently  inclin'  d to  du  so,  in  the  beginning;  but  she 
was  counselled  by  the  Caucus  «*f  Town  Committees,  prompted  by  Joseph 
Warren,  not  to  do  so ; and  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  at  Pliila- 
' delphia  subsequently  urged  h«  r to  pay,  without  success.  As  will  be 
| seen,  in  another  part  of  this  Chapter,  however,  t lie  infliction  of  the  Bos- 
; ton  Port-  Bill  was  a pecuniary  advantage  to  that  Town  ; and  it  is  not  im- 
possible that  it  was  foreseen,  at  that  time,  that  a payment  for  the  Tea 
i which  had  been  destroyed  by  one  ot  her  mobs,  would  deprive  the 
: Town  of  all  the  pecuniary  advantages  to  be  derived  from  a refusal  to 
I do  so. 

hat  wonderful  results,  arising  from  that  refusal  to  pay  fur  wliat  a 
| mob  lmd  destroyed,  have  been  Been,  throughout  the  world,  from  that 
day  to  this. 
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deprived  of  their  usual  means  of  support,  were  ! 
diverted  from  the  particular  purposes  for  which  they 
had  been  contributed,  and  employed,  instead,  for  the 
particular  benefit  of  Boston’s  tax-payers,  in  relieving 
them  from  the  neces-ity  of  levying  an  unusual  Poor- 
tax  for  the  relief  of  the  more  than  usually  large 
number  of  those  who  were  willing  to  live  on  charity;  > 
and  in  “cleaning  Docks,  making  Dykes,  new  laying 
“ of  old  Pavements  in  the  public  streets,  etc.” — all  of 
them  “ public  concerns,  of  no  advantage  to  any  in-  \ 
“ dividual,  any  further  than  as  a member  of  the  i 
“community  to  which  he  or  she  belonged.  Not  a 
“ si ngle  Wharf,  Dock,  Dyke,  or  Pavement,  belonging  ; 
“to  any  individual,  was  ordered  to  be  made  or 
“repaired,”  notwithstanding  many  of  those  who  had 
been  really  thrown  out  of  employment  could  have 
found  remunerative  occupation  in  such  works  of  \ 
private  concern;  “but  only  such”  were  thus  made  or  - 
repaired  “ as,  by  the  constant  usage  of  the  Town,  had  j 
“always  been  supported  at  the  expense  of  the  pub-  1 
“ lie  ” — in  other  words,  at  the  expense  of  the  tax- 
pavers,  the  aristocracy  of  that  peculiarly  democratic  | 
and  peculiarly  revolutionary  Town.  One  of  “the  ! 
“chief  concerns  of  the  principal  inhabitants”  was  ! 
“for  those  Tradesmen,  whose  small  funds,  though  ; 
“sufficient  for  the  small  purposes  of  life,  yet  would  j 
“soon  be  exhausted,  if  their  resources  were  cutoff” — 
in  other  words,  for  the  payment  of  debts,  due  by  ! 
those  Tradesmen  to  those  “ principal  Inhabitants,”  ; 
which,  otherwise,  would  have  been  worthless — and  j 
Nails,  and  Ropes,  and  Baizes,  and  “Shirt-cloths,”  j 
and  Shoes,  and  other  articles  were  manufactured,  at  j 
the  expense  of  the  charitable,  elsewhere,  which  were  ! 
disposed  of,  by  the  “Gentlemen”  who  managed  the  ! 
speculation,  to  whom  and  at  such  prices  as  best 
answered  the  purposes  ot  all  concerned.1  Need  there  i 
be  any  surprise  that,  as  one  of  tlieir  countrymen  has  j 
since  said,  without  a blush,  “ the  people  of  Boston,  t 
“ then  the  most  flourishing  commercial  Town  on  the  i 
“ Continent,  never  regretted  their  being  the  principal 
“ object  of  ministerial  vengeance;”  telling  us,  at  the  i 
same  time,  that  the  “ thousands  who  depended  on  their  j 
“ daily  labor  for  bread  said:  ‘We  shall  sutler  in  a i 
“ * good  cause  ; the  righteous  Being  who  takes  care  of  J 

tiie  Ravens  that  cry  unto  him,  will  provide  for  us  ! 
“‘and  ours’”?2  Need  there  be  any  surprise,  also,  ] 

' dated  “Boston  Aujust  2'.',  1774,’’  responsive  to  “a  report  j 

* 1-*  • t*t ri  Mi*4y  propagated  in  New  York” — but  without  any  indication  ; 

written  or  where  published — which  was  printed  in  Force’s 
.(  - .4 i"chirv*t  Fourth  Series,  i.,  743,  744. 

a,-*-!  a I.'Urr  from  William  Cooper — the  well-known  TowD-Clerk 
e?  I* -j.  it— / • n '>»*//. on  an  in  .Yew  York,  dated  “ Boston  : ^yptnnl^r  12, 
“1..4,  wrim  u in  re.-ponse  to  inquiries,  and  with  the  knowledge  of 

* 1,01,10  Committee  appointed  to  receive  donations.” 

2 Bancroft  s oj  dm  r,//n-d  tHatca,  original  edition,  vii.,  48  ; the 

same,  centenary  edition,  iv.,  332. 

Oil  T !jo  th.rty-hrst  ».t  May,  1774,  John  Scollay  wrote,  from  Boston,  to 
Arthur  Lee,  in  London,  “ Thousands  that  depend  on  their  daily  labour 
“for  support,  must  be  reduced  to  the  greatest  degree  of  distress  and 
“want.  However,  they  will  sutler  in  a good  Cause,  and  that  righteous 
“ Being  who  takes  care  of  the  Baveiis  who  try  unto  Him,  will  provide  j 

for  them  and  theirs.” 


that  such  principles  and  such  purposes  as  wore  thus 
presented  to  the  several  Colonies,  found  little  fa\ or, 
anywhere,  except  among  those  of  the  assumed  leaders 
of  the  uti franchised  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  who  favored  revolutionary  measures,  and  who 
had  not  been  included  in  the  recently  appointed 
Committee  of  Correspondence,  the  Committee  of 
Fifty-one,  in  that  City?3 

On  Tuesday  evening,  the  seventeenth  of  May,  Paul 
Revere,  bearing  letters  from  the  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence, in  Boston,  in  which  were  inclosed  copies 
of  the  Vote  of  that  Town,  to  which  reference  has  been 
made,  arrived  in  the  City  of  New  York  1 — there  was, 
also,  in  his  saddlebags,  a very  interesting  letter  from 
one  of  the  master  spirits  in  that  Town,  to  his  corres- 
pondent in  New  York,  reciting  more  of  the  motivesof 
the  Massaehusetts-meu,  in  their  construction  of  the 
Resolutions  of  the  Town-meeting  in  Boston,  than  was 
told  elsewhere;3  hut  there  is  no  evidence  that  Revere 
brought  anything  whatever  from  the  Caucus  which 
had  been  convened  in  Faneuii  Hall,  on  the  preced- 
ing Wednesday.0  In  accordance  with  his  instructions. 
Revere  immediately  proceeded  to  Philadelphia,  to 
deliver  the  letters  which  had  been  addressed  to  the 
Committee  of  Correspondence  in  that  City  ; 7 and 

llow  wonderfully  similar  thoughts,  originated  in  different  minds,  will 
sometimes  run  in  parallel  grooves,  far  apart,  as  in  this  instance;  and 
still  more  wonderful  it  is.  when,  as  in  this  instance,  the  thoughts  are 
uttered  in  words  so  wonderfully  similar. 

J Alexander  McDougal  and  all  those  of  the  funner  revolutionary 
leaders  who  were  included  in  that  Committee,  as  will  be  seen  in  the 
course  of  this  narrative,  on  the  twenty-third  of  May,  by  a formal  vote, 
concurred  with  their  aristocratic,  anti-revolutionary  associates  in  con- 
demning the  proposition  of  the  Town  of  Boston  and  in  offering  another, 
in  its  stead  : it  remained  only  for  John  Lamb  and  those  who  had  not 
been  favored  with  seats  in  that  body,  to  continue  their  agreement,  in 
political  a flairs,  with  the  revolutionary  leaders,  in  Boston. 

It  will  be  seen,  also,  in  the  course  of  this  narrative,  that  Boston  was 
not  sustained,  in  her  unreasonable  demands,  by  any  of  the  Committees 
of  the  hu  ger  Towns  and  Cities,  in  other  Colonies. 

4 “On  Tuesday  Evening,  arrived  here  Mr.  Revere,  who  came  Express 
“from  Boston,  which  he  left  on  Saturday,  about  2 o’clock  in  the  A:t«r- 
“noon.” — (Holt’s  Xe'.c-  York  Journal,  No.  1037,  New-York,  Thursday, 
May  19,  1774.) 

5 Reference  is  made  to  a letter  which  was  written  by  Tin -mas  Yoar.g, 
immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Town-Meeting,  May  13,  and 
addressed  to  John  Lamb,  iu  the  City  of  New  York.  It  may  be  seen 
among  the  “ Lamb  Papers,’'  in  the  Library  of  the  Now  Tor k Historical 
Society  ; and  every  student  of  the  history  of  that  eventful  period  will  be 
amply  re-paid  for  whatever  time  he  may  spend  in  a careful  perusal 
of  it. 

6 Tin;  Minutes  of  the  Committee  of  Co tTespondence,  “ N'f.w  YoRK,  Monday, 
“May  23,  1774,”  contain  a record  of  the  reading  ot  “ Letters  from  the 

Committee  of  < ‘orrospondence  of  Boston,  with  a Vote  of  the  Town  of 
“ Bustou,  of  the  13th  instant,  and  a Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Fhil- 
“ adelphia  ; ” and,  in  the  absence  of  any  allusion  to  any  other  letter  what- 
ever. there  is  no  reason  for  supposing  that  anything,  in  addition  to  those 
three  letters,  was  received  from  any  other  organization  or  person,  at  Bos- 
ton or  elsewhere. 

~ Revere  was  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  twentieth  of  May,  when  the  in- 
habitants of  that  City  appointed  its  Committee  of  Correspondence  ; and, 
on  the  following  day,  he  left  that  City,  on  his  return,  carrying  with  him, 
to  New  York  and  Boston,  if  not  to  other  Towns  and  Cities  on  his  route, 
copies  of  a Circular  Letter,  probably  from  the  pen  of  John  Dickinson, 
containing  the  response  of  Philadelphia  to  the  Boston  Resolutions,  and, 
generally,  surveying  the  political  situation  of  the  Colonies,  from  the 
Philadelphia  standpoint. — ( Proceedings  of  the  Meetin.j  ich:ch  app  inted  the 
Committee,  May  20,  1774,  and  a copy  of  the  Cirrnl.tr  Letter,  urnUtn  by  the 


. 
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those  who  hii'l  been  nominated  to  the  Committee  of 
CbrrespomliMicc.  in  New  York,  the  Committee  itself 
not  ing  been  formally  established,  evidently 
availed  themselves  of  that  opportunity  to  write  to 
Philadelphia,  in  which,  also,  no  Committee  had  been 
appointed,  on  the  subject  of  the  Boston  Resolutions, 
and,  unquestionably,  in  opposition  to  the  propositions 
which  they  contained.1 

Those  who  had  been  appointed  to  membership  in 
the  proposed  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  the 
City  of  New  York— in  the  “Committee  of  Fifty- 
“ one,”  as  it  was  popularly  called — were  duly  assembled, 
at  the  Coffee-House,  on  Monday,  the  twenty-third 
of  May,  1774,  forty -three  of  the  fifty-one  being  present; 
and  the  Committee  was  duly  organized  by  tiie  ap- 
pointment of  Isaac  Low,  as  its  permanent  Chairman, 
and  that  of  John  Alsop,  as  its  permanent  Deputy- 
chairman2 3 4 — at  a subsequent  Meeting,  Joseph  A 1 1 i - 
cocke  was  appointed  Secretary,  and  Thomas  Pettit, 
Messenger,  of  the  Committee  the  first  two,  in  whom 
some  authority  was  vested,  being  high-toned,  anti- 
revolutionary Merchants  ; while  the  last  two,  who 
were  not  members  of  the  Committee,  and  to  whom  no 
authority  was  given,  were  among  those  unfranchised,  | 
revolutionary  Workingmen,  whom  the  former  had  pre-  i 
viouslv  looked  on  with  so  much  disfavor. 

Immediately  after  the  organization  of  the  Commit- 
tee had  beeu  completed,  a letter  was  received  from 
“ the  body  of  the  Mechanics,  signed  by  Jonathan 
“Blake,  their  Chairman,”  informing  the  Committee  of 
the  concurrence  of  the  Mechanics  with  the  other  in-  j 
habitants  of  the  City,  in  their  nomination  of  it ; j 
which  clearly  indicated  the  entire  good  faith  of  the  j 
great  body  of  the  unfranchised  masses,  in  the  transfer 
of  the  leadership  of  the  confederated  party  of  the  Op- 
position, from  those,  with  revolutionary  tendencies, 
who  had  called  themselves  “Sons  of  Liberty,”  to  the 
aristocratic,  conservative  elements  of  tire  party  op- 
posed to  the  Colonial  policy  of  the  Home  Govern- 
ment, which  had  been  made  at  the  Coffee-house,  on 
the  preceding  Thursday  ; and  clearly  indicating,  also, 
that  whatever  the  differences  between  the  two  fac- 
tions, on  social  questions,  might  be,  they  were  one  in 
all  which  related  to  the  great  political  questions  ofthe 
day,  concerning  the  obnoxious  features  of  the  Colo- 
nial policy  of  the  Home  Government,  notwithstand- 
ing the  disappointment  ofsomeof  the  assumed  leaders 
of  those  masses,  when  they  had  failed  to  secure  seats 
in  the  Committee 1 — the  sinister  purposes  of  those  who 


Committee — both  re-priuted  in  Force’s  American  Archive «,  Fourth  Series, 
i.,  310-342.) 

l The  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  Philadelphia  to  the  Committee  of 

Correspondence  to  Boston,  “ Philadelphia,  May  2W,  1774,”  copies  of 
which  “were  transmitted  to  New -York  and  most  of  the  Southern  Colo- 
nies.” 

3 Minutes  of  the  Committee , “ Nfw-York,  M'mduy,  May  23d,  1774.” 

3 Minute-  of  the  ComviUh’e , “ New-York,  Muy  3<>,  1774.” 

4 Minutes  of  the  Committee,  “ X ew-York,  Monday  t May  23d,  1774.” 

Sc.  also  Holt  s AVic-  York  Journal , Xo.  li’*3StXE\v- York,  Thursday,  May 

2G  1774,  in  which  uppean*  the  following  : “Since  the  MeetingattheCof- 


| had  proposed  the  Caucus  which  had  been  assembled 
at  Sam.  Francis’s  had  been  established;  the  unfran- 
chised masses  and  those  who  had  assumed  to  be 
, their  leaders  had  been  generally  hoodwinked  ; and 
I even  the  watchful  “Sons  of  Liberty,”  with  here  and 
there  an  exception,  were  apparently  contented. 

At  the  same  meeting  of  the  Committee,  the  letters 
) from  the  Committees  of  Correspondence  in  Boston 
and  Philadelphia,  to  which  reference  has  been  made, 
were  laid  before  it.  The  letter  from  Philadelphia  be- 
ing only  a reflex  of  what  had  been  written  to  that 
Committee  by  those  who  had  subsequently  been  con- 
| firmed  as  members  of  this,  it  received  no  official  at- 
| tention,  at  that  time ; but  those  from  Boston,  which 
included  the  \ ote  of  the  Town  of  which  mention  has 
i been  made,  were  referred  to  a Sub-committee,  cotn- 
i posed  of  Alexander  McDougul,  Isaac  Low,  James 
Duane,  and  John  Jay,  with  instructions  to  consider 
[ the  subject  to  which  those  letters  were  devoted;  to 
prepare  a draft  of  an  answer  thereto  ; and  to  report 
the  same,  to  the  Committee,  at  eight  o’clock  on  the 
same  evening,  to  which  hour  the  Committee  then  ad- 
journed.0 

The  disposition  of  the  majority  of  the  Committee 
of  Correspondence,  as  well  as  the  line  of  action  which 
those  who  controlled  it* 1’  intended  to  take,  as  far  as  it 
related  to  the  great  body  off  the  un  franchised  inhab- 
itants and  their  rapidly  increasing  influence  in  the 
control  of  the  political  affairs  of  the  Colony,  was 
clearly  defined  and  boldly  presented,  at  that  first  op- 
portunity to  do  so,  in  the  formation  of  that  very  im- 
portant Sub-Committee,  in  which  the  well-known 

“fce-House  on  Thursday  last,  the  Merchants  ami  Mechanicks,  who  were 
“ opposed  to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  consisting  of  Fifty-one 
“Persons,  have,  fertile  Military  Purpose  of  Uuiou  among  ourselves, 

; “agreed  to  that  Xuruber;  ami  that  the  Gentlemen  whose  X times  were 
! “ published  in  Mr.  Caine's  last  Paper,  he  the  Committee  for  this  City.  ' 

; The  correspondence  of  Lieutenant-governor  Coldeo  with  Governor 
Tryou  and  with  the  Kail  Dartmouth  very  clearly  indicates  that  that 
| remarkable  old  man  was  not  deceived  by  the  doings,  in  politics,  of  the 
“Merchants  and  Traders”  and  Gentry  of  New  York  ; that  their  social 
i and  commercial  and  professional  standing  did  not  warrant  what  he  re- 
j garded,  very  reasonably,  their  tendency  toward  rebellion  ; and  that, 
while  he  hoped  their  intiuenco  w-.uld  restrain  the  violence  of  th-.*se  with 
whom  they  were  associated,  he  m-ver  regarded  thorn  as,  truly,  friends  of 
the  Home  Government  nor  of  il.  • Sovereign. 

5 Minutes  of  the  Committee,  “ N::\v-Youk,  Monday,  May  23,  1774.” 

* Bancroft,  (History  of  the.  I ailed  States,  original  edition,  vii.,  41,  42  ; 
the  same,'  ceuteuary  edition,  iv.,  327,)  said  “tin*  control  fed  1 into  the 
“ hands  of  men  who,  like  John  Jay,  still  aimed  at  reconciling  acontin- 
“ tied  dependence  on  Kn.rl.ind  with  the  just  fro  * lorn  of  the  Colonies.” 
The  principal  purposes  of  the  Committee,  in  all  which  related  to  na- 
tional politics,  were  the  protection  of  those  who  were  constantly  em- 
ployed in  Smuggling  ; the  exemption  of  the  Colonies  from  the  payment 
of  Import  Duties  and  Direct  Taxes  levied  by  the  Parliament ; and  the 
continued  military  protection  «'!  the  Colonies,  at  the  expense  of  the- 
Mother  Country,  unless  the  unlikely  contingency  should  arise  of  a vol- 
untary taxation  of  themselves,  l*.»r  that  purpose.  Besides  thc-e,  the 
chief  purpose  of  the  Committee  was  to  r»*K  gute  the  unlranchised  masses 
of  the  City  of  New  York,  of  all  classes,  to  the  obscurity  and  dependence 
of  vassals  ; and  to  place  itself  at  the  head  of  all  the  i»olitt  :al  elements  of 
the  Colony,  as  the  autocratic,  anti-revolutionary  rul»*r  of  Null  the  Colo- 
nists aud  the  Government— in  all  of  which,  unquestionably,  James 
Duane’s  anti  John  Jay’s  were  the  master  minds,  within  the  Committee, 
and  William  Smith’s  that  which  was  not  within  it. 
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ultra-democratic  Chairman  was  made  harmless,  in  the 
interest  ot'  the  conservative, aristocracy,  by  the  addi- 
tion of  three  of  the  most  conservative  members 


“ Judgment  on  the  Expedient  which  you  have  sug- 
" gested.  We  beg,  |u»w«-\vr.  that  you  wi'd  do  us  tin- 
“ Justice  to  believe  tliat  we  shall  continue  to  Act 


of  the  Committee,  as  his  associates;  and  what 
was  known  to  have  been  the  decided  preference  of  the 
revolutionary  portion  of  the  unfranchised  Working- 
men of  the  City,  by  whom  the  policy  and  the  action 
gf  the  Town  of  Boston  were  known  to  have  been  gen- 
erally approved,  was  openly,  if  not  defiantly,  disre- 
garded. 

At  eight  o’clock,  in  the  evening,  the  Committee  as- 
sembled in  an  adjourned  Meeting,  thirty-eight  of  the 
fifty-one  members  being  present;  and  the  Sub-com- 
mittee, which  hud  been  appointed  at  the  forenoon 
session,  reported  the  following  draft  of  a letter,  as 
suitable  for  a response  to  the  letters  received  from 
Boston : 

“New-York,  May  23,  1774. 

“ G EXT  REMEN  : 

“ The  alarming  Measures  of  the  British  Parliament, 
“relative  to  your  ancient  and  respectable  Town, 
“ which  has  so  long  been  the  Seat  of  Freedom,  fill  the 
“Inhabitants  of  this  City  with  inexpressible  Alarm. 

“As  a sister  Colony,  suffering  in  Defence  of  the 
“Rights  of  America,  we  consider  your  Injuries  as  a 
“common  Cause,  to  the  redress  of  which  it  is  equally 
“ our  Duty  and  our  Interest  to  contribute.  But,  what 
“ ought  to  be  done  in  a Situation  so  truly  critical, 
“while  it  employs  the  anxious  Thoughts  of  every 
“generous  Mind,  is  very  hard  to  be  determined. 

“Our  Citizens  have  thought  it  necessary  to  appoint 
“ a large  Committee,  consisting  of  fifty-one  Persons, 
“ to  correspond  with  our  sister  Colonies,  on  this  and 
“ every  other  matter  of  public  Moment;  and,  at  ten 
“ o’clock  this  forenoon,  we  were  first  assembled.  Your 
“ Letter,  enclosing  the  Vote  of  the  Town  of  Boston, 
“and  the  Letter  of  your  Committee  of  Correspond - 
“ ence,  were  immediately  taken  into  consideration.” 

“ While  we  think  you  justly  entitled  to  the  Thanks 
“of  your  sister  Colonies,  for  asking  their  Advice  on 
“ a Case  of  such  extensive  Consequences,  we  lament 
“our  Inability  to  relieve  your  Anxiety,  by  a decisive 
“Opinion.  The  Cause  is  general,  and  concerns  a 
“ whole  Continent,  who  are  equally  interested  with 
“you  and  us;  and  we  foresee  that  no  Remedy  can 
“ be  of  avail,  unless  it  proceeds  from  the  joint  Act 
“and  Approbation  of  all.  From  a virtuous  and 
“spirited  Union,  much  maybe  expected;  while  the 
“ feeble  Efforts  of  a Few  will  only  be  attended  with 
“ Mischief  and  Disappointments  to  themselves,  and 
“Triumph  to  the  Adversaries  of  our  Liberty. 

“L^pon  these  Reasons,  we  conclude  tliat  a Congress 
“of  Deputies  from  the  Colonies,  in  geueral,  is  of  the 
“ utmost  Moment ; that  it  ought  to  lie  assembled, 
“ without  Delay ; and  some  unanimous  Resolution 
“ formed,  in  this  fatal  Emergency,  not  only  respect- 
ing your  deplorable  Circumstances,  but  for  the 
“Security  of  our  common  Rights.  Such  being  our 
“ Sentiments,  it  must  be  premature  to  pronounce  any 


| “ with  a firm  and  becoming  Regard  to  American 
“ Freedom,  and  to  co-operate  with  our  sister  Colonies, 
“ in  every  Measure  which  shall  be  thought  salutary 
“ and  conducive  to  the  public  Good. 

“ We  have  nothing  to  add,  but  that  we  sincerely 
“ condole  with  you,  in  your  unexampled  Distresses, 
“and  to  request  your  speedy  Opinion  of  the  proposed 
“Congress,  that,  if  it  shall  meet  with  your  Approba- 
“ tion,  we  may  exert  our  utmost  Endeavours  to  carry 
“ it  into  execution. 

“ We  are,  Gentlemen,”  etc. 

That  evidently  well-considered  paper,  probably  the 
production  of  the  mind  and  the  pen  of  James  Duane,1 * 
j was  so  temperate  in  its  tone  and  so  judicious  in  its 
! suggestions,  that,  after  it  had  been  presented  as  the 
j Report  of  the  Sub-Committee,  it  commended  itself  to 
i the  Committee  with  so  much  force,  that  it  was  ap- 
: proved  without  a dissenting  voice ; - and  the  Chair- 
man was  ordered  to  send  copies  of  it,  duly  signed,  to 
the  Committees  of  Correspondence,  in  Boston  and 
i Philadelphia.3 

i It  will  be  seen  that  the  Committee  regarded  the 
dispute  with ' the  Home  Government  as  something 
more  than  a merely  local  matter,  in  which  the  Town 
of  Boston  was  the  only  sufferer ; and  that  it  was  not 
inclined,  therefore,  to  confine  its  action,  as  the  Vote 
of  that  Town  had  sought  to  confine  it,  to  the  particu- 
j lar  subject  of  the  Boston  Port-Bill,  nor  to  direct  all 
! its  efforts,  as  that  Vote  had  solicited,  entirely  to  the 
redress  of  the  grievances  of  that  particular  Town. 
On  the  contrary,  it  recognized  the  equal  importance 
of  “every  other  matter  of  public  moment;”  it  as- 
serted that  “ the  Cause  was  general  and  concerned  a 
“ whole  Continent,  who  was  equally  interested”  with 
themselves ; and  it  insisted  that  “ no  remedy  can  be 
“ of  avail,'  unless  it  proceeded  from  the  joint  Act  and 
“ Approbation  of  all.”  It  was  not  inclined,  without 


1 We  are  not  insensible  of  the  fact  that  many  suppose  that  the  author- 
! ship  of  this  notable  letter  belongs  to  John  Jay  ; bur,  because  the  entire 
i spirit  of  it  is  so  unlike  what  he  would  have  presented  iu  such  a letter, 

! written  uuiler  such  circumstances;  and  because  he  is  known  to  have 
! been  more  inclined  to  resort  to  a Non-Importation  Agreement  than  James 
I Duane  was,  we  prefer  to  favor  the  belief  that  the  hitter  gentleman 
J wrote  it. 

- Because  it  was  so  entirely  antagonistic  to  the  known  principles  of 
the  Boston-meu  with  whom  the  minority  of  the  Committee,  in  their  indi- 
i vidual  relations,  had  been  previously  so  entirely  in  accord,  this  answer  to 
1 the  letters  from  Boston,  approved  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Comtnit- 
| tee,  affords  additional  . valence  of  the  entire  good  faith  of  the  great  body 
I of  the  unfranchised  inhabitants  of  the  City,  in  its  concurrence  in  the  ap- 
i pointinent  of  the  Committee  of  Fifty-one.  and  of  the  acquiescence  in 
that  appointment  of,  at  least,  those  of  the  previously  assumed  leaders  of 
. those  inhabitants  who  had  been  admitted  to  seats  in  that  Committee. 

3 Minutes  of  the  Committee,  (adjourned  Meeting)  “Nf.w  York,  Jfhy  j3, 
“1774  Holt’s  _\>io  I -rk  Journal,  So.  1008,  New-Youk,  Thursday,  May 

■ 20,  1771;  Game's  X>ic-  York  and  Mro.ttry,  No.  1178,  Nf.w-York, 

| Monday,  May  23;  No.  117!*,  New- York,  Monday,  May  db,  and  No.llvJ, 
New-York,  Monday,  June 27,  1774  ; Xric-York  GareMeer,  No. 

Y7,  Nf.w-York  Thursday,  May  10,  and  No.  58,  Nkw-Youk,  Thursday. 
I May  2G,  1774. 
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due  consideration,  to  paralyze  the  industries  and  the 
commerce  of  the  entire  Continent,  only  for  the  par- 
ticular benefit  of  one  Town — it  preferred  to  regard 
the  particular  grievance  of  that  Town  as  only  one 
among  many  grievances,  endured  by  other  Towns, 
as  well  as  by  that,  and  by  the  entire  Continent ; and 
it  wisely  made  all  those  grievances  a common  cause, 
and  proposed  to  remedy  them,  as  far  as  a remedy 
could  he  found  in  America,  by  a concerted  move- 
ment of  all  the  parties  who  were  suffering  from 
them.  It  was  the  first,  or  among  the  first,  to  dis- 
regard the  peculiar  selfishness  of  the  popular  leaders 
in  Boston,  by  whom  the  grievances  of  that  particular 
Tmvu  had  been  thrust  into  an  undue  prominence,  for 
the  relief  of  which,  especially,  they  insisted,  the 
entire  efforts  of  the  entire  Continent  must  he  directed 
and  it  was  the  first  to  propose  and  to  insist  on  the 
convention  of  a Congress  of  Deputies  from  all  the 
Colonies,  in  which  all  the  grievances  which  were  sus- 
tained by  each  and  every  of  those  Colonies  could  he 
duly  considered,  and  concerted  action  he  secured 
from  the  entire  Continent,  for  the  relief  of  all  who 
were  aggrieved.2  How  much,  in  that  well-considered 


1 The  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  Philadelphia,  after  it  had  re- 
ceived and  publicly  read  the  opinions  of  those  who  had  been  nominated 
as  members  of  the  similar  Committee,  in  New  Turk,  not  yet  organized, 
had,  to  some  extent,  done  so,  nt  an  earlier  date;  but  the  reply  of  the 
Committee  in  New  York  accompanied  that  of  the  Committee  iri  Phila- 
delphia, Paul  Revere  having  takeu  both,  at  the  same  time,  ou  his  return 
tu  Boston. 

2 We  are  not  insensible  of  the  fact  that  the  origin  of  the  Congress  of 
the  Continent,  which  was  assembled  at  Philadelphia,  iu  1774,  has  been 
variously  stated,  by  many  of  those  who  have  preceded  ns  ; and  we  are 
equally  sensible  of  the  other  fact,  that  individuals,  in  different  Colonies, 
without  any  connection  with  each  other,  bad  suggested,  theoretically,  that 
such  a Congress  would  be  useful  for  various  limited  and,  generally,  local 
purposes,  previously  to  that  more  general  and  practical  proposition  which 
was  made  by  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  in  New  York,  ou  the 
occasion  under  consideration. 

The  Town  of  Providence,  in  Town-meeting,  May  17,  1774,  was,  proba- 
bly, the  first  organized  body  which  recommended  a Congress  of  the  sev- 
eral Colonies,  for  general  purposes;  but.  it  only  requested  the  Deputies 
of  the  Town,  iu  the  approaching  General  Assembly,  to  *•  use  their  iiiriu- 
“euce,”in  that  body,  n>,t  yet  mil  nd.  “for  promoting  a Con  gross,  assooa 

“as  may  be,  of  the  Representatives  of  the  General  Assemblies  of  the 
^‘several  Colonies  and  Provinces  in  North  America,  ‘ for  the  general 
purposes  of  the  whole  number.  i Pr  celling*  of  the  Tonn-M,  eting,  reprint- 
ed in  Force’s  American  Amhives,  Fourth  Series,  i.,  333  :i  and  the  Com- 
mittee of  Correspondence  of  Philadelphia,  in  its  reply  t«»  the  Committee 
of  Correspondence  of  Boston,  dated  " Philadelphia,  May  21, 177-1/ 1 com- 
pared the  proposition  of  Boston,  to  enter  into  an  Assormtmn  «*f  Nou- 
Exportation  and  Non-Intercourse,  with  the  proposition  of  New  York,  to 
convene  a Congress  of  the  Colonies,  without  determining  which  of  the 
two  it  would  approve,  i Letter,  dat'd  as  above  stated ,)  leaving  the-  subject 
undecided,  until  the  eighteenth  of  June,  when  the  Congress  was  deter- 
mined on,  by  a Meeting  of  the  Citizens,  without  the  intervention  of  the 
Committee,  [Proceeding*  of  the  .1  l fating,  reprinted  in  Force's  Amer/cau  Ar- 
rhi‘\s.  Fourth  Series,  i.,  426,  427.; 

Because  the  General  Assemblies  of  the  greater  linin' •*  r of  the  Colonies, 
nt  that  time,  could  not  have  elected  Deputies  to  tin*  prup«*s~cl  Congress, 
even  if  they  had  been  willing  to  have  done  so — the  Governor  having,  in 
each  case,  the  power  of  proroguing  or  dissolving  the  A^-emMy,  which, 
in  the  greater  Dumber  of  in  ■dunces,  he  would  have  certainly  done— the 
notion  of  the  Town  of  Providence,  although  well  intended,  could  n«»t  re- 
sult iu  the  convention  of  a Congress;  and  what  was  done  bv  the  Com- 
mittee of  Correspondence  iu  Philadelphia,  was  not  entitled  to  the  hon- 
orable mention  of  it,  which  Frothingham  and  others  have  made,  since 
it  amounted  to  nothing,  either  of  approval  or  disapproval  of  the  New- 


| ami  judicious  action,  the  Committee  of  Correspond- 
ence, in  New  Turk,  o (tended  those  of  the  revolu- 
tionary clique,  in  that  C ity,  who  had  not  been  invited 
1 to  places  and  seats  in  that  Committee,  and  how  much 
; the  revolutionary  leaders  and  the  revolutionary  popu- 

| York  proposition  to  convene  a emigres*.  The  honor,  what  there  was  of 
it,  remains,  therefore,  with  tin*  i ommittce  of  Correspondence  of  New- 
York,  as  related  in  the  text,  of  having  originated  the  Congre.-*s,  on  the 
twenty-third  of  May,  with  tin*  additional  honor  of  having  established 
the  proposition  for  such  a Cong  re?-,  in  the  face  of  and  notwithstanding 
the  determined  opposition  of  the  M.is*achufleUs-ni»*n,  iu  Boston,  led  by 
Samuel  Adams.  Joseph  Warren,  and  their  well -eulogized  associates. 

The  Committee  of  Corresponded  '•*  "f  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  con- 
curred in  the  recon, inundation  whi.  h the  Committee  in  New  York  bad 
I made,  on  the  fourth  of  June,  i The  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  A tic  y^rk  to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  the 
j Colony  of  Connecticut^  " Xkw  York,  Jinn*  21,  1774  ;’*)  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Rhode  Island  did  &o,  on  the  fifteenth  of  June,  ( Journal  of  the 
! General  Assembly,  June  1',  1774 — Reronl*  < / Rhale  Island,  'ii.,  246  ;;  the 
; General  Court  of  Massachusetts  di  1 so  on  the  seventeenth  of  June,  {Jour- 
nal <>f  the  House  of  Jlrj  resentatices,  Jun*3  1774 ;)  and  the  City  of  Phila- 
j delphia,  as  above  stated,  did  so  on  the  eighteenth  of  June. 

If  has  suited  the  purposes  of  some  to  bring  forward  the  doings  of 
l eighty-nine  members  of  the  dissolved  House  of  Burgesses  of  Virginia, 

1 assembled  at  the  Raleigh  Tavern,  at  Williamsburg,  on  the  twenty-sev- 
enrli  of  May,  as  a contestant  for  the  honors  of  New  York,  in  this  matt  .r; 
but  that  Meeting  was  held  four  days  after  the  proposition  had  been 
made  in  New  York  :and  what  it  did  was  only  to  “ recommend  to  the  Coui- 
j “mime  of  Correspondence  that  they  communicate  with  the  several  Cor- 
“ responding  Committees,  on  the  w\j*edieucy  of  appointing  Deputies  from 
j “the  several  Colonies  of  British  America,  to  meet  in  a General  Con- 
\ “gress,”  etc.,  which  was  done  on  the  following  day,  iu  which,  however, 
j nothing  else  was  done  than  to  solicit,  from  each  Committee,  its  “senti- 
‘Gnents  on  the  subject.”-  {Pr<  cetdi-gtof  the  Mealing,  reprinted  in  the 
; Jineton  (inzette  of  June  13, 1774,  quoted  by  Frothingham,  in  his  Eise  of 
j the  Republic,  333.) 

The  reliability  of  what  is  known  as  “history”  may  beseen  in  what 
; has  been  published  concerning  this  first  proposition  to  convene  a Con- 
j gross  of  the  Colonies.*  Frothingham,  i. Rise  of  the  Rejiuh/ic,  322,)  is  the 
! only  one  who  has  alluded  to  the  really  original,  but  impracticable,  pro- 
i position  by  the  Town  of  Providence.  Without  making  the  slightest  allu- 
sion t<>  w hat  was  done  in  New  York,  Burke's  Annual  Register  for  1775, 

1 G;  History  of  the  War  in  America.  Dublin:  1779.  i.,  21;  Andrews's  His- 
tor y of  the  War  with  A oienenJtL>  uidon  : 1785,  i.,  135 ; Soule’s  Hidoire  dei 
TruulUs  del'Amcrigne  Anglaise,  Paris:  1787,  i.,  4S  ; Chez  et  Lebrun’s 
j Ilistfire  popt  ;gue  et  plulo^ip/iigne  de’la  Revolution^  Parisian  9,  109;  Sted- 
j man's  History  of  the  American  II ’a  r.  London:  1794,  i.,  94,  95  ; Adolphus’s 
History  of  England,  London  : lvl  5.  ii.,  124;  “ Paul  Allen’s”  Hidory  of  the 
American  Revolution,  Baltimore:  1>22,  i..l>4:  Pitkin's  History  of  the 
, United  States,  New  Haven:  1S2>,  i.,  271,  272;  Wilson's  History  of  the 
J American  Revolution,  Baltimore  : 1>34,  10fl  : Grahume’s  History  of  the 
United  States,  l*o ndon  : lx36.  i'..  Lessing’s  > -cuteen  hundred  and 

- entysix.  New  York  : IS47.  1 2 *.  ; his  field- Book  of  the  . . New 

; York:  1S51,  ii.,  4>G  : Kidnath’s  II  story  of  the  United  States,  New  York  : 
i 18S0,  2‘»6  ; A.  II.  Stephens's  tP.d-  . of  the  l idled  State*.  New  York  : 1S74, 
j 166,  107  ; Holmes's  History  • ( the  Unit-,1  states,  New  York:  1871,  105, 
i and  several  others,  assigned  th«*  p7<qv,siti  'U  f *r  a Congress  to  Virginia, 
i Mercy  Warren’s  History  of  the  American  Revolution , Boston  : 1805,  i.. 
135;  Lemlrmn’s  //  on-t,  - f the  mean  Revolution,  Exeter:  1838,  i.,  63  ; 
l>e  Rochelle's  /Rats  Uni*  •!' Anifrigne,  Paris  : 1S15.  173:  Listing's  Histo- 
ry  of  the  United  States,  New  York:  1857,  227:  and  the  series  of  small 
! Histories  of  the  Ini  ted  States,  by  the  same  author,  without  alluding  to 
wlmt  was  done  in  New  York,  pr  l-*rrcd  to  regard  wluit  was  done  by  the 
i House  of  Representatives  of  hu.-ett*,  on  the  seventeenth  of  June, 

! ns  the  origin  of  .he  Congiv^.  Frothinglmm’s  Rise  of  the  Republic,  322, 
! 323,  ostentatiously  presented  what  wus done  in  Massachusetts  und  “the 
! “other  New  England  ( ’olonies,”  and  then  said  with  questionable  integrity, 
i as  ho  was  acquainted  with  the  facts,  '*  the  sentiment  and  determination 
j “ of  the  patriots  south  of  New  England  were  represented  in  the  pro 
! *‘ce*  dings  of  the  Virginia  m eting,  ” which  he  describ'd. at  considerable 

I ’ 

length,  without  making  the  slight  -t  allusion  to  the  earlier  proceedings 
of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  where  the  Congress  certainly  originated. 

| Gordon’s  History  of  the  Am+rican  l,\v datum,  London:  17**>'.  [t  362,  cor- 
I rcctly  assigned  the  origination  of  the  Congress  to  the  Committee  of  Cor- 
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lace  of  Boston  were  also  offended  by  it,  are  well  known  ' 
to  the  student  of  the  history  of  that  period  ’-—how 
much,  also,  that  actiou  of  the  Committee,  in  New 
York,  has  been  made  the  text  of  misrepresentation 
and  abuse,  whenever  it  has  been  referred  to,  in  the 
historical  literature  of  New  England,  from  that  day 
to  this,  is  known  to  all  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
peculiar  peculiarities  of  that  well-tilled  class  of  the 
productions  of  American  home-industry.* 

res|R»udenee  in  New  York  ; but,  without  the  slightest  shadow  of  truth, 
it  stated  that  the  Committee  was  controlled  by  Isaac  Sears,  who  was 
one  of  the  minority  of  that  body  ; and  that  it  was  opposed  by  “the  To  I 
“ riea,”  not  one  of  which  party  was  then  u member  of  tho  Committee.  j 
Ramsay's  History  of  Lie  United  States,  London  : 1701,  i,,  114,  cerrertly  J 
assigned  the  origination  of  the  Congress  to  New  York  ; but  it  inaccurately  j 
stated  that  it  was  done  “at  the  first  meeting  of  the  inhabitants,*’  instead  I 
of  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Committee  which  the  inhabitants  had 
chosen,  a few  days  previously,  for  their  political  leaders.  Hildreth’s  i 
History  of  the  United  State*,  New  York  : 1850,  First  Series,  iii  , 35,  pre- 
sented the.  facts  as  they  really  took  place,  giving  to  the  Committee  of  j 
Correspondence  of  New  York  the  origination  of  the  Congress  ; and  j 
Leake’s  Memoir  of  General  Jehu  Lamb,  Albany  : 1857  ; Dawson’s  Park  I 
and  its  Vicinity , New  York:  1835,  33;  McDonald  and  Blackburn's  j 
Southern  History  of  the  United  States,  Baltimore:  1809,171);  and  de  Lan- 
cey's  Sates  on  Jones's  History  of  Xeic  York  during  the  Revolutionary  H'ar, 
New  York:  1879,  i..  443,444,  follow  that  excellent  example.  Ban- 
croft's History  of  the  United  States,  original  edition,  vii.,  40,  correctly 
yields  the  honor  of  having  originated  the  Congress,  to  New  York  ; but, 
unaccountably,  it  assigns  it,  in  New  York,  sometimes  to  an  imaginary 
“ old  committee,”  w hich  had  ceased  to  exist  when  the  Stamp-Act,  w hich 
had  called  it  into  existence  and  to  which  its  operations  had  been  limited, 
was  repealed,  eight  years  previously,  and  sometimes  to  the  eight  or  ten 
men  who  styled  themselves  and  w ho  were  known  as  ‘ the  Sons  of  Lib- 
. “erty,”  all  of  whom  who  were  members  of  tho  Committee  of  Correspond- 
ence, appointed  at  the  Coffee-house,  were  notoriously  in  accord  w ith  the 
men  of  Boston,  who  advocated  an  immediate  suspension  of  the  Commerce 
of  the  Continent  and  opposed  the  proposition  to  call  a Congress  for  the  j 
general  relief  of  all  the  Colonies.  It  is  also  well  known,  concerning  | 
those  “Sons  of  Liberty  ” that,  after  1700.  they  made  no  pretension  that 
a permanent  Committee  existed  ; that  their  correspondence  was  conducted 
in  their  individual  capacities,  and  nut  officially,  as  a Committee;  that 
none  of  their  correspondence,  as  far  as  it  is  now  kuown,  alluded  to  a 
Congress  of  the  Colonies,  for  any  purpose  ; and  that  their  especially  care- 
ful historian  and  eulogist,  Isaac  Q.  Leake,  not  only  made  no  such  claim, 
in  their  behalf,  but  expressly  and  in  unmistakable  words,  gave  that  hon- 
or to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  w hich  had  been  appointed  by  the 
body  of  the  inhabitants,  at  the  Coffee-house.  (Memoir  of  the  Life  and 
Times  of  General  John  Lamb , Albany:  1857,  88.)  In  the  same  author’s 
centenary  edition  of  that  History  of  the  United  States,  Boston:  1870,  iv\, 
320,  the  same  statement  was  made,  without  the  slightest  chauge  ; and 
Lodge’s  History  of  the  English  Colonics,  New  York:  1881,  489,  without 
Bancroft’s  airy  rhetoric,  in  a far  more  historical  style  than  that  historian 
employs,  in  some  of  his  words,  and  w ithout  the  slightest  change  in  its 
substauce,  perpetuated  the  error. 

Such  are  the  guides  which  American  scholarship,  generally  fettered 
with  bonds  of  Roman  and  Grecian  Literature,  has  given  to  the  world,  for 
the  direction  of  those  who  shall  aspire  to  the  know  ledge  of  a history  of 
America.  Such  are  some  of  the  evidences  of  the  entire  untrustworthi- 
ness of  the  greater  number  of  those  who,  satisfied  with  that  “ discipline  ” 
to  which  the  Classics  have  subjected  them  and  without  having  otherwise 
qualified  themselves  for  the  proper  discharge  of  their  honorable  duties  as 
historians  of  their  own  Country,  have  contented  themselves,  instead,  by 
relating  what  others,  also  fettered  by  similar  obsolete  prejudices  and 
equally  indolent,  have  written,  and  by  willingly  propitgating  tho  errors 
which  local  prejudices  or  indolence  or  a faulty  education  or  ignorance 
have  produced,  while,  with  greater  usefulness  to  the  world  and  greater 
honor  to  themselves,  they  might  rather  have  attempted  to  extirpate 
them. 

1 An  evidence  of  that  feeling  may  be  seen  in  the  letter  from  Thomas 
Young  to  John  Lamb,  dated  “Boston,  19th  June,  1774,”  in  the  “ Lamb 
“ Paper b New  York  Historical  Society's  Libra**. 

J From  the  days  of  Doctor  Gordon  until  the  present  time,  as  far  its  our 
knowledge  extends,  Hildreth  is  the  only  New  Kngluuder,  among  histori- 


The  Committee  of  Correspondence,  in  New  York, 
:ts  it  was  known  to  the  world,  at  that  time,  was  created 
only  as  a load  orytuiiziuion,  for  only  special  purposes, 
and  with  only  a very  limited  and  a very  clearly  defined 
authority.3  But  it  very  soon  became  evident  that 
some,  at  least,  of  those  who  had  promoted  t lie  organ- 
ization of  that  Committee,  only  lor  limited  and  well- 
defined  purposes,  and  who  had  subsequently  assumed 
the  entire  control  of  its  action,  were  well-inclined, 
for  the  advancement  of  their  individual  and  family 
and  factional  influence  and  interests,  to  use  every 
opportunity  for  the  increase  of  the  authority  of  the 
Committee,  which  was  or  which  might  be,  in  any  way, 
afforded  ; and  that  they  were  not  ill-disposed,  in  the 
prosecution  of  their  peculiar  purposes,  to  assume  and  to 
exercise  authority  which  had  not  been  vested  in  that 
or  in  any  other  organization,  and  limited  only  by 
their  own  ill-sustained  views  of  expediency  and  pro- 
priety, cannot  be -successfully  disputed.*  Notably 
among  those  instances  of  authority  unduly  assumed 
by  the  Committee,  was  its  early  attempt  to  place  itself 
at  the  head  of  all  those,  in  every  other  County  in 
the  Colony,  who  were  inclined  to  be  or  who  were 
likely  to  become  disaffected  and  revolutionary  ; which 
may  be  regarded  as  the  second  successful  movement 
of  the  rapidly  advancing  revolutionary  elements  in 
the  Colony  of  New  Y'ork,  among  those  who  assumed 
to  regard  a revolution,  conducted  by  themselves,  as 
commendable  and  praiseworthy,  while  such  a revolu- 
tion, controlled  by  others,  would  be  regarded  and  re- 
sisted, by  them,  as  worthy  only  of  condemnation  and 
: to  be  extirpated,  the  latter  regardless  of  every  other 
consequence. 

For  the  purpose  of  extending  its  authority  and  of 
increasing  its  power,  in  whatever  might  arise,  in  its 
evident  intent  to  control  not  only  the  great  body  of 
the  unfranchised  masses  of  every  class,  in  the  City  of 
New  York,5  but  the  Colonial  and  the  Home  Govern- 


cal  writers,  who  has  inclined  to  tell  the  exact  truth,  on  this  subject; 
and  what  he  said  of  it  occupied  less  than  two  lines  of  an  octavo  page. 

3 The  'Caucus,  at  Sam.  Francis’s,  at  which  the  appointment  of  the 
Committee  was  determined  on  and  its  Members  nominated,  defined,,  in  its 
first  Resolution,  the  purposes  for  which  that  Committee  was  to  bo 
appointed  and  tho  authority  which  should  be  vested  in  it — “to  corre- 
spond with  the  neighboring  Colonies  ou  the  present  important  Crisis,” 
excluding  all  other  subjects,  (Proceedings  of  the  Meeting,  among  the 
Broadsides,  in  the  Library  of  tho  New  - York  Historical  Society.) 

4 That  James  Duane  and  John  Jay,  to  whom  reference  is  here  made, 
were  not  apt  to  recognize  any  fundamental  obstruction  to  or  requirement 
frum  whatever  they  should  incline  to  do  or  not  to  do,  is  well  known  to 
every  one  who  lias  closely  studied  the  histories  of  the  doings  of  those 
gentlemen,  subsequently,  in  tho  various  branches  of  official  life  to  which 
they  were  respectively  called. 

5 In  all  the  political  operations  of  that  period,  the  several  Counties  of  the 
Colonies  w ere  regarded  as  entirely  independent  bodies,  each  controlling 
itself  to  the  extent,  even,  of  sending  independent  Delegates  to  the  Con- 
tinental Congress — the  centralization  of  authority,  indeed,  was  the  fun- 

! damental  grievance  against  which  all  the  Colonies  wore,  then,  raising 
i their  remonstrances  and  their  opposition  to  the  measures  of  the  //  -me 
| Government— and  it  must  riot  be  supposed  that,  in  tho  instance  referred  tu, 
in  the  text,  the  Committee  sought  the  direct  control  of  the  masses,  iu  any 
t other  County  than  iu  that  of  New  York — it  sought  no  more  than  to  secure 
the  control  of  those,  w ithin  tin*  several  Counties,  who  did  control  those 
masses,  within  their  several  neighborhoods;  and,  therefore,  it  sought  to 


' 
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ments,  at  the  second  meeti.ngof  the  Committee*,  on  the  ! 
evening  of  Monday,  the  thirtieth  of  May,  lVr<*r  Van 
Schauek,  Francis  Lewis,  John  Jay,  Alexander  Mi- 
Dougal,  and  Theophilact  Bache,  three  rigid  conserva-  I 
fives  and  two  of  the  revolutionary  faction,  were  un- 
pointed “ a Committee  to  write  a Circular  Letter  to 
“ the  Supervisors  in  the  different  Counties,  acquaint- 
“ ing  them  of  the  appointment  of  this  Committee,  and 
“ submitting  to  the  consideration  of  the  Inhabitants 
“ of  the  Counties  whether  it  could  not  be  expedient  for 
“ them  to  appoint  persons  to  correspond  with  this 
“ Committee  upon  matters  relative  to  the  purposes  for 
“ which  they  were  appointed  ; ” 1 and,  at  a Meeting  es- 
pecially called  for  the  purpose,  on  the  following 
evening,  [Tuesday,  May  31,]  at  which  thirty-five  mem- 
bers were  present,  that  Sub-Committee  reported  a 
Draft  of  a Circular  Letter,  for  the  purpose  named, 
which  was  duly  approved  by  the  Committee.  Mr. 
Lewis  was  ordered  to  cause  three  hundred  copies  of 
that  Circular  Letter  to  be  printed;  and  it  was  also 
ordered  that  those  printed  copies  of  the  letter  should 
be  transmitted,  with  all  convenient  speed,  to  the 
Treasurers  of  the  several  Counties,  with  a “ line  ” to 
each  Treasurer,  signed  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, requesting  his  care  in  the  proper  transmission 
of  the  several  letters  to  the  'persons  to  whom  they 
should  be  respectively  addressed;  and  that  intimation 
should  be  given,  through  the  various  Newspapers, 
that  such  Circular  Letters  had  been  duly  sent.- 

Of  those  Circular  Letters,  inviting  a correspondence 
with  the  Committee,  in  New  York,  it  is  recorded  that 
thirty  copies  were  sent  to  the  Treasurer  of  ’West- 
chester-con nty,  with  a note  from  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  requesting  him  “to  direct  and  forward 
“ them  to  the  Supervisors  of  the  several  Districts,'"’ 3 
the  first  attempt,  which  was  made,  by  any  one,  to 
draw  the  farmers  of  that  County  into  the  unrest  of 
discontent  and  disaffection  ; but  we  have  failed  to 
find,  in  any  portion  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Committee , 
the  slightest  evidence  that  any  one,  within  that 
County,  paid  the  slightest  attention  to  the  Com- 
mittee’s insidious  invitation,  or  that,  at  that  time,  any 
one  to  the  northward  of  Kingsbridge,  either  within 
or  without  the  limits  of  that  County,  seemed  to  possess  j 
the  slightest  interest  in  the  Committee,  or  in  the  gen- 
eral purposes  for  which  it  had  been  appointed,  or  in 
those  ill-concealed  purposes  for  which  it  had  covertly 
solicited  the  co-operation  of  the  leaders,  where  there 
were  any,  throughout  the  Colony — certainly  a very 


circumvent  .And  secure  the  control  of  the  entire  Colony,  under  a mask  of  j 
“patriotism,”  as  it  had  already  circumvented  and  secured  the  control,  in  ] 
political  affairs,  of  the  County  of  New  York. 

1 Minute*  of  til e Committee , “New-York,  May  3d,  1774  ; ” Lien/enmit-  I 
governor  C olden  to  Governor  'Cry on,  44  New  Tork,  June  2,  1.74. 

* Minutes  of  the  Committee,  Special  Meeting,  “New-York,  May  31,  j 
“1774 ; ” • Lieutenant-governor  Oihlen  to  Governor  Tryont  New-York, 

44  June  2,  1774.” 

2 Memorandum,  appended  to  the  Minutes  of  the  Committee,  “New- 
44  York,  May  31,  1774.” 


emphatic  tr-uiimuiy  t<i  the  accuracy  of  what  has  been 
stated,  (•onveniimr  the  cuiiservatirin  of  tie*  ttinm-r-  in 
Westell*  strr-eoimty,  as  lardy  as  in  tlu  spring  and 
early  Summer  of  1774.’ 

While  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  in  New 
York,  was  thus  engaged  in  an  effort  to  extend  its  in- 
fluence and  its  authority  beyond  the  limits  of  its 
original  jurisdiction,  the  Committee  of  Correspond- 
| ence  and  the  leaders  of  the  revolutionary  populace,  in 
Boston,  received  and  considered  its  letter  responding 
to  the  Vote  of  that  Town  and  to  the  letters  which  had 
accompanied  it,  to  New  York;  and,  as  might  have 
been  reasonably  expected,  where  the  difference,  on 
such  a subject,  was  as  radical  in  its  character  and  as 
wide  in  its  extent  as  it  was  in  that  instance,  there  ap- 
peared to  be  very  little  prospect  of  an  agreement,  or 
even  of  a compromise.  Indeed,  the  Massachusetts- 
men  did  not  appear  to  pay  the  slightest  attention  to 
the  proposition  which  those  of  New  York  had  made, 
to  call  a Congress  of  Deputies  from  all  the  Colonies, 
for  the  consideration  of  all  the  grievances,  real  or 
imaginary,  of  which  all  the  Colonies  were,  then,  re- 
spectively complaining,  preferring,  instead,  and  firmly 
insisting  on,  their  own  proposition  to  remove  the 
particular  case  of  Boston’s  recognized  contumacy  and 
its  consequences  from  all  other  matters  of  disagree- 
ment with  the  Home  Government,  and  to  enforce  a 
relief  of  that  Town  from  the  penalty  inflicted  on  it, 
because  of  its  recognized  lawlessness,  by  establishing 
a Non-Importation  and  Non-Exportation  Association, 
throughout  the  entire  Continent,  for  that  especial 
purpose,  and  for  no  other  purpose  whatever.  That 
renewed  preference  of  the  Committee  of  Boston  was 
conveyed  to  the  Committee  of  New  York,  in  a letter, 
dated  ou  the  thirtieth  of  May,  which,  in  its  terms, 
was  not  creditable  to  the  professions  of  those  who 
wrote  it,  for  either  candor,  or  honor,  or  genuine  patri- 

4 It  appears  that  a similar  temper  prevailed  in  all  the  Counties  of  the 
Colony,  except  New  York  and  Suffolk. 

In  a despatch  from  Lieutenant-governor  (.‘olden  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, dated  “New  York,  6th  July  1774,”  it  is  stated,  “The  present 
44  political  zeal  and  Frenzy  is  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  City  of  New 
44  York.  The  Feople  in  the  Counties  are  noways  disposed  to  become  ac- 
4:  tive  or  bear  any  part  in  what  is  proposed  by  the  citizens.  I am  told 
44  all  the  Counties  but  one  have  declined  an  Invitation  sent  them  from 
44  New  York  to  appoint  Committees  of  Forres  pond  ence.  This  Province 
“ is  everywhere,  except  in  the  City  of  Nov.  York,  perfectly  quiet  and  in 
“good  order  ; and  in  New  York  a much  greater  freedom  of  Speech  pre- 
44  vails  than  has  done  heretofore.” 

In  a letter  written  to  Governor  Trvon.  dated  “ Spring  Hill,  6th  July. 
“1774.”  the  same  careful  observer  said,  further,  “ Except  in  the  city  of 
“New  York,  the  People  in  the  Province  are  quite  Tranquile,  and  have 
“declin’d  takeing  any  Part  with  the  Citiz.ns.  An  Opinion  is  spread  very 
41  generally  in  the  Country  that  if  a non-importation  agreement  is 
“form’d,  Governin'-'  ‘ will  restrain  our  Exportation;  a Measure  which 
“the  Farmers  clearly  see  will  be  ruinous  to  them.” 

In  a Despatch  written  to  the  Lari  of  Dartmouth,  dated  “New  York , 
“ 2nd  August,  1774,”  the  vonerabl*-  I.ienteuant-governor  stated,  Great 
“ Pains  has  been  taken  in  the  several  Counties  of  this  Province  to  induce 
“the  People  to  ent».r  into  liesolves,  and  to  send  Committees  to  join  the 
“ Committee  in  the  city;  but  they  have  only  prevailed  in  Suffolk  County, 
“ in  the  Fast  End  of  Long  Dlaud  which  was  settled  from  Connecticut, 
“and  the  Inhabitants  stili  retain  a great  similarity  of  Manners  and 
| “Sentiments.” 
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• i itter  replied,  disclaiming’  the  slightest  approval 
nl'ihe  proposed  ‘‘  suspension  of  1'rade,”  to  which,  very 
singularly  and  without  the  slightest  reason,  the  Boston 
Committee  had  attempted  to  commit  it;  and  saying, 
concerning  that  proposition.  “ We  apprehend  you  have 
“made  a mistake,  for  on  revising  our  letter  to  you,  so 
••  far  from  finding  a word  mentioned  of  a ‘Suspension 
‘“of  Trade,’ the  idea  is  not  even  conceived.  That,  and 
“ every  other  Resolution,  we  have  thought  it  most  pru- 
“ dent  to  leave  for  the  discussion  of  the  proposed  gene- 
“ ral  Congress.” 2 It  continued,  in  these  very  emphatic 
words : “ Adhering,  therefore,  to  that  measure,  as 
“ most  conducive  to  promote  the  grand  system  of 
politics  we  all  have  in  view,  we  have  the  pleasure 
“ to  acquaint  you,  that  we  shall  be  ready,  on  our  part, 
“ to  meet,  at  any  time  and  place  that  you  shall  think 
“ fit  to  appoint,  either  of  Deputies  from  the  General 
“ Assemblies  or  such  other  Deputies  as  shall  be 
“ chosen,  not  only  to  speak  the  Sentiments,  but  also  to 
“ pledge  themselves  for  the  Conduct  of  the  People  of 
“ the  respective  Colonies  they  represent.  We  can 
“ undertake  to  assure  you,  in  behalf  of  the  People  of 
“ this  Colony,  that  they  will  readily  agree  to  any 
“ measure  that  shall  be  adopted  by  the  general  Con- 
“ gress.  It  will  be  necessary  that  you  give  a sufficient 
“ time  for  the  Deputies  of  the  Colonies,  as  far  south- 
“ ward  as  the  Carolinas,  to  assemble,  and  acquaint 
“ them,  as  soon  as  possible,  with  the  proposed 
“ measure  of  a Congress.  Your  letters  to  the  south- 
“ ward  of  us,  we  will  forward,  with  great  pleasure.”  1 
Those  of  the  revolutionary  leaders,  in  Boston,  who 
had  assumed  the  role  of  a Committee  of  Correspond- 
ence, in  that  Town,  could  not  long  conceal  from  the 
world  the  reckless  falsity  of  what  they  had  written  to 
the  Committee  in  New  Y’ork,  when  they  stated  to  the 
latter  that,  “ certainly  all  that  can  be  depended  upon 
“ to  yield  any  effectual  relief”  to  the  Town  of  Boston, 
“is,  on  all  hands,  acknowledged  to  be  the  Suspension 
“ of  Trade.”  The  letters  which  were  received  by  the 
Committee  of  that  Town,  in  answer  to  the  Circular 
Letters,  which  had  been  sent  to  the  seaport  Towns  of 


1 The  contents  of  that  letter  and  the  spirit  of  those  who  wrote  it  can 
be  ascertained  from  the  extracts  from  it  which  were  copied  into  the 
letter,  and  evidently  referred  to  in  the  action  of  those  who  wrote  it, 
when,  on  the  seventh  of. June,  the  Committee  of  New  York  replied  to 
that  second  letter  from  Boston. 

2 The ‘Resolution  of  the  Committee  in  New  York,  on  which  that  reply 
was  based,  is  in  these  words:  “Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Boston 
“ be  requested  to  give  ibis  Committee  the  Names  of  the  Persons  who 
“ constitute  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  tit  Boston  ; that  they  have 
“ made  a mistake  in  answering  this  Committee’s  letter,  which  mentioned 
“ not  a word  of  h Suspension  of  Trade,  which  they  say  we  have  so 
“ wisely  defined,  as  We  leave  that  measure  entirely  to  the  Congress,  and 
“ we  shall  readily  agree  to  any  measure  they  shall  adopt.’' 

It  is  very  evident  that  the  suspicions  of  the  Committee  of  New  \ork 
were  aroused  by  the  evident  trickery  of  the  Committee  of  Boston,  pre- 
sented in  its  reply  to  the  letter  of  the  former,  dated  the  twenty-third  of 
May  ; ami  that,  for  that  reason,  it  desired  to  learn  the  names  of  those 
with  whom  if  was  corresponding — their  character.'  and  standing  could, 
then,  be  ascertained  through  other  means. 

^ Copy  of  the  letter,  appended  to  the  Minute*  of  the  Committee  of  (.</•- 
rt!*i',ndenee  of  „Vtr  York,  “ New- York,  June  0, 1771.” 


Massachusetts  4 ami  to  the  Committees  of  Correspond- 
ence in  the  several  Colonies, J since  the  reception  of 
the  Boston  Port-Bill,  were  not,  as  is  now  well  known, 
really  as  unanimous,  in  favor  of  a “Suspension  of 
“Trade,”  as  the  Committee  had  unblushingly  pre- 
| tended — indeed,  with  a few  unimportant  exceptions, 
i the  proposal  to  make  Boston  the  only  subject  of  con- 
j sideration,  throughout  the  Continent,  and  to  suspend 
' all  the  internal  industries  and,  with  the  exception  of 
| thnuggliug,  all  the  Commerce  of  all  the  Colonies,  only 
for  the  special  benefit  of  that  one  Town,  regardless  of 
the  more  direct  and  substantial  grievances  which  were 
I sustained  by  other  Towns  and  other  Colonies,  and  re- 
| gardless,  also,  of  the  very  serious  consequences, 

' throughout  the  entire  Continent  and  elsewhere,  of 
! such  a general  and  indiscriminate  “Suspension  of 
! “Trade”  as  had  been  proposed,  and  that,  too,  at  the 
! expense  of  a Congress  of  the  Continent,  which  the 
i Committee  in  New  Y’ork  had  proposed  and  insisted 
j on,  in  which  all  the  grievances  of  all  the  Towns  and 
! Colonies  could  be  considered,  and  remedies  therefor 
! be  duly  provided,  had  met  with  no  favor  whatever ; 
j and  the  audacious  leaders  of  the  revolutionary  popu- 
lace, in  Boston,  its  well  as  the  Town  itself  were  not 
| slow  in  receding,  with  more  agility  than  candor,  from 
' that  high  and  untenable  position  which  they  had  oc- 
cupied, in  the  proceedings  of  the  Caucus  held  at  Fan- 
| euil-IIall,  on  the  twelfth  of  May,  in  the  proceedings 
| of  the  Town  of  Boston,  at  the  same  place,  on  the  fol- 

! 4 The  Committees  who  bad  been  sent  to  Salem  and  Marblehead, 

I to  communicate  the  Sentiments  of  this  Metropolis  to  the  Gentlemen, 
“there;  to  consult  with  them;  and  to  report  at  the  adjournment,” 
[Minutes  of  (he  Toirn-Mwdi.tj,  of  Boston,  A Lay  1:'*,  177-1,)  did,  indeed,  go  to 
those  Towns,  and  report  the  results  of  their  visits,  to  the  Town,  at  iU 
Adjourned  Meeting,  five  days  subsequently ; but  those  results  were  so 
discouraging  to  the  violently  disposed  leaders  of  Boston — including  Sam- 
uel Adams,  Joseph  Warren,  and  their  associates— that  they  contented 
themselves -with  ostentatiously  “recommending  to  their  fellow-citizens, 
“Patience,  Fortitude,  and  a firm  Trust  in  God,”  without  making  record 
j of  the  formal  Reports  of  the  Committees,  if  any  such  formal  Reports  were 
I really  made,  [Minutes  of  the  Adjourned  3 fee  tiny  of  the  To  ten , May  IS,  1774,) 

| and  with  adjourning,  a second  Time,  until  tho  thirty-first,  “by  which 
■ “ time  it  is  expected  we  shall  have  encouraging  News  from  some  of  the 
j “sister  Colonies,”  to  recompense  them  for  the  disappointment  they  bad 
j experienced  from  tho  results  of  their  conferences  with  the  Merchants  of 
Newbury  port  and  Salem. 

The  substance  of  the  Reports  from  the  Committees  sent  to  the  seaport 
T6w  ns  of  the  Province,  all  mention  of  which  was  thus  suppressed  by 
the  Town-Clerk,  was  saved  to  the  world,  however,  in  a Despatch  jrotn  G<>r- 
i eruor  Gu-u*'  to  the  TLnrl  of  Do rt mouth,  doted  “ Boston  : May  19,  1771,”  and 
! laid  l»eforethe  Parliament,  on  the  nineteenth  of  January,  1775,  in  which 
it  was  said  the  Town-Meeting  “appointed  Persons  to  go  to  Marblehead 
“and  Salem,  to  communicate  their  Sentiments  to  th  People  there,  and 
“bring  them  into  like  Measures;  which  Persons  were  to  make  their 
“ Report  at  the  Adjournment,  on  the  ISth,  w hen  the  Meeting  was  again 
“ held,  and,  I am  told,  received  little  encouragement  from  Salem  and 
“ Marblehead, and  transacted  nothing  of  consequence.” — (Parliamentary 
lityister,  Hfi.) 

“The  first  responses  from  other  Colonies  which  the  Committee  received 
were  those,  carried  by  Paul  Revere,  from  Philadelphia  and  New  York, 
which  were  anything  else  than  “encouraging”  to  such  as  composed 
that  Committee  ; and  there  can  be  very  little  doubt,  in  the  light  of  what 
I was  done,  very  soon  afterwards,  in  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  that 
Revere  carried  back,  from  Hartford  and  Providence,  tokensofwlmt  might 
I be  expected  from  those  Colonies,  also,  in  opposition  to  the  remarkable 
| propositions  of  the  Caucus  of  Town-Committees,  in  Faneuil-IIall,  and  of 
I the  Town  of  Boston,  on  the  following  day. 
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lowing  day,  and  in  the  letters  from  the  Committee  of  | 
Correspondence,  covering  the  proceedings  of  the  j 
Town,  which  were  sent  to  the  Committee  in  New  j 
York,  on  the  following  Saturday,  as  has  been,  herein, 
already  stated. 

The  world  of  historical  literature  has  been  favored, 
in  this  connection,  by  one  of  the  most  painstaking 
and  accurate  of  Massachusetts’  historians,  with  areve- 
lation  of  the  trickery  and  double-dealing  of  at  least  | 
one  of  those  who,  in  the  matter  now  under  cousidera-  ! 
tion,  have  been  justly  regarded  as  the  leaders  of  the  j 
political  elements,  within  that  Colony,  which  were 
antagonistic  to  the  Colonial  and  the  Home  Govern- 
ments. 

Samuel  Adams  was  the  Chairman  and  master-spirit 
of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  in  Boston : he 
was  the  Chairman  of  the  Caucus  of  the  nine  Town-  j 
Committees,  assembled  in  Faneuil-Hall,  which  had  ! 
confirmed  the  line  of  action,  concerning  the  Boston  j 
Port-Bill,  which  he  and  the  men  of  Boston,  had  al-  i 

• I 

ready  contrived  : he  was  the  Moderator  of  the  Town-  ; 
Meeting,  at  Faneuil-Hall,  continued  through  three  ! 
days,  in  which  that  line  of  action  was  adopted  and  j 
pursued  and  insisted  on  : and  he  inspired,  if  he  did  j 
not  personally  write,  those  letters,  describing  and  in-  j 
sisting  on  that  line  of  action,  which  were  sent  from’’ 
Boston,  to  the  Committee  in  New  York,  in  the  saddle- 
bag of  Paul  Revere,  of  which  mention  has  been  made 
herein — all  of  them,  Committees,  Caucuses,  Town- 
Meetings,  and  Letters,  being  radically  in  favor  of  the 
Boston  plan  of  a “ Suspension  of  Trade,”  especially 
for  Bostou’s  benefit,  and  quite  as  radically  resisting 
the  proposal  to  call  “ a general  Congress,”  for  general 
purposes.  He  was  the  Chairman  and  master-spirit  of 
that  local  Committee  of  the  Town  which,  on  the 
thirtieth  of  May,  addressed  that  letter  to  the  Com-  j 
mittee  of  Correspondence  in  New  York,  adhering  to  j 
the  plan  of  a Non-Importation  Association  which  | 
Boston  had  previously  proposed,  instead  of  the  con-  i 
vention  of  a federal  Congress  which  New  York  had 
previously  proposed;  and  attempting,  by  indirect 
means,  to  commit  the  Committee  in  New  York  to  the 
support  of  the  Boston  plan  of  Non-Importation,  at 
the  expense  of  its  own  plan  of  calling  a federal  Con- 
gress, of  which  letter  and  insidious  attempt  to  commit  1 
the  New  York  Committee  to  the  Boston  scheme,  men-  j 
tion  has  been  made.  Besides  all  these,  lie  was  the  ! 
Chairman  and  the  master  spirit  of  that  Committee,  in  i 
Boston,  which,  as  lately  as  the  eighth  of  June,  sent  • 
Circular  Letters  from  that  Town  to  every  Town  in  the  j 
Commonwealth,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  “there  is  j 
“ but  one  way  that  we  can  conceive  of,  to  prevent  ! 
“ what  is  to  be  deprecated  by  all  good  men,  and  ought,  j 
“by  all  possible  means,  to  be  prevented,  viz:  The  j 
“ horrours  that  must  follow  an  open  rupture  between  ! 
“Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies,  or,  on  our  part,  a ! 
“ subjugation  to  absolute  Slavery  ; and  that  is  by  af-  i 
“ footing  the  Trade  and  Interest  of  Great  Britain  so  ; 
“deeply  as  shall  induce  her  to  withdraw  her  oppres-  1 


“ sive  hand  ” 1 — which  the  Committee  proposed  to  do 
by  means  of  an  Association  providing  “that,  lienct- 
“ forth,  we  will  suspend  all  commercial  intercourse 
“ with  the  said  Island  of  • Ircat  Britain,  until  the  said 
“ Act  for  blocking  up  the  said  Harbour”  [of  Boston'] 

“ be  repealed,  and  a full  restoration  of  our  Charter 
“Rights  be  obtained.”1  But  we  are  told  by  that  gen. 
erally  trustworthy  historian, :!  that  that  same  Samuel 
Adams,  who  was  thus  inspiring  and  leading  and  con- 
trolling the  men  of  Boston,  in  their  earnest  opposition 
to  a general  Congress  for  a general  consideration  of 
the  grievances  of  ail  who  were  aggrieved,  and  whose 
convictions  were  supposed  to  have  been  in  harmony 
with  his  pretensions  before  the  world,  was  really  in 
favor  of  such  a Congress  and,  consequently,  really  op- 
posed to  the  principles  which  were  presented  anti 
urged  by  the  Committees,  by  the  Caucus,  and  by  the 
Town-Meeting,  al!  of  whom  he  had  controlled,  iu  the 
Resolutions,  the  Letters,  and  the  Address  and  Associa- 
tion oh  which  mention  has  been  made,  all  of  which 
he  is  known  to  have  inspired  and  some  of  which  he 
wrote;  that,  as  early  as  the  twenty-sixth  of  May,  he 
“ was  about  to  introduce  Resolves  for  such  a Congress,” 
into  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  which  he  was 
the  Clerk  ; and  that  he  was  prevented  from  doing  so, 
only  by  the  prorogation  of  the  House,  by  the  Gov- 
ernor. 

If  this  statement  is  well-founded,  and  the  name  of 
its  author  affords  a reasonable  guaranty  that  it  is  so,  the 
world  of  historical  literature  will  he  taught  by  it,  how 
much  the  personal  character  of  Samuel  Adams  has  been 
unduly  eulogized  ; and  every  careful  reader  will  also  be 
taught  by  that  new  revelation,  how  much  the  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  Colonial  Massa- 
chusetts, while  he  was  only  an  employe  of  the  House, 
presumed  to  dictate,  in  matters  of  legislation,  during 
that  critical  period  ; with  how  much  of  insincerity  the 
leader  of -the  excited  people,  in  that  Colony,  acted, 
iu  all  that  he  said  and  did,  before  that  people  and  in 
their  behalf;  and,  in  connection  with  the  recognized 
“art”  and  duplicity  with  which  the  leaders  in  New 
Y”ork  were,  also,  then  conducting,  or  endeavoring  to 
conduct,  the  political  affairs  of  the  Continent,  how 
little  of  real  personal  integrity,  of  unqualified  unsel- 
fishness, and  of  unalloyed  patriotism,  really  controlled 
or  evett  existed  among  those,  in  Massachusetts  and 
New  York,  who,  sensibly  or  insensibly,  were,  at  that 
time,  conducting  the  Continent  iu  opeu  insurrection, 
toward  a successful  rebellion. 

The  letters  of  disapproval  and  discouragement, 

1 .■ 4' Idrcss  sent  by  the  Boston  C<  mmittec  to  every  Town  in  the  Province % 
date!  “Boston,  June*  s,  1774,’’  re-printed  in  Force's  American  Archives, 
Fourth  Series,  i.,  397. 

- Form  of  a Covenant,  tent  to  err -ry  7 <rn  in  ^BtssachuseUs,  by  the  Com- 
mittee in  Boston,  with  the  at">vi*-nun?i->iH*d  Address,  Section  l<t. 

3 Richard  Fmthinj-'haim  of  Fharb  ?Tv>wn,  iu  his  Ui*e  of  the  Hr  public  of 
the  Fuited  States,  Boston  : 1S72,  323,  whoso  words  are  as  follows: 

“Tht*  Massachusetts  Assembly  convened  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  May. 
“Samuel  Adams  was  about  to  Introduce  Resolve*  n r a Con^r-ss  when 
“the  Assembly  (doth)  adjourned  by  the  Governor  to  meet  iu  Salem 
“on  the  seventh  of  June.’* 


. 


. 
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ng-.uust  the  line  of  action  proposed  and  solicited  hv 
the  Town  of  Boston,  in  its  formal  Vote,  on  the 
thirteenth  of  May,  of  which  Samuel  Adams  was  the 
originator  and  by  whom,  as  the  Moderator  of  the 
Town-Meeting,  its  passage  had  been  secured,  con- 
tinued to  flow  into  that  Town,  from  all  directions,1 
carrying  with  them  an  influence,  with  that  shrewd 
politician,  which  was  more  potential  than  all  the 
enactments  of  the  Parliament  and  all  the  power  of 
the  Home  and  the  Colonial  Governments  had  pro- 
duced; and  he  was  not  slow  in  accepting  the  alterna- 
tive which  those  letters  and  the  evident  danger  of  a 
more  complete  isolation  of  the  Town  of  Boston  than 
he  had  supposed  to  have  been  possible,  had  sternly 
thrust  upon  him.  Accordingly,  on  the  seventeenth 
of  June,  the  House  of  Representatives,  assembled  at 
Salem,  more  or  less  under  the  guidance  of  its  Clerk, 
adopted  a Resolution  declaring  that  “a  Meeting  of 
“Committees  from  the  several  Colonies  on  this  Con- 
“ tinent  is  highly  expedient  and  necessary,  to  eon- 
“ suit  upon  the  present  State  of  the  Colonies  and 
“the  Miseries  to  which  they  are  and  must  be  reduced 
“by  the  operation  of  certain  Acts  of  Parliament  re- 
specting America;  and  to  deliberate  and  determine 
“ upon  wise  and  proper  Measures  to  be  by  them 
“ recommeuded  to  all  the  Colonies,  for  the  recovery 
“ and  establishment  of  their  just  Rights  and  Liber- 
“ ties,  civil  and  religions,  and  tiie  restoration 
“of  Union  and  Harmony  between  Great  Britain 
“and  the  Colonies,  most  ardently  desired  by  all 
“good  Men.'*’  At  the  same  time,  live  persons, 
of  whom  Samuel  Adams  was  one,  “were  ap- 
pointed a Committee,  oil  the  part  of  this  Province, 
“for  the  Purposes  aforesaid,  any  three  of  whom  to  be 
“ a Quorum,  to  meet  such  Committees  or  Delegates 
“ from  the  other  Colonies  as  have  been  or  may  be  ap- 
pointed either  by  their  respective  Houses  of  Bur- 
“gesses  or  Representatives,  or  by  Conventions,  or  by 
“ the  Committees  of  Correspondence  appointed  by 
“the  respective  Houses  of  Assembly,  to  meet  in  the 
“ City  of  Philadelphia,  or  any  other  Place  that  shall 
“he  judged  most  suitable  by  the  Committee,  on  the 
“first  Day  of  September  next ; and  that  the  Speaker 
“ of  the  House  be  directed,  in  a Letter  to  the  Speakers 
“ of  the  Houses  of  Burgesses  or  Representatives  in 
“the  several  Colonies,  to  inform  them  of  the  sub- 
stance of  these  Resolves.”  ’ 

At  the  same  time  that  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, at  Salem,  was  thus  adding  the  weight  of  its  of- 
ficial judgment  against  the  line  of  action  proposed 
and  solicited  by  t he  Town  of  Boston  and  in  support 
of  that  proposed  and  insisted  on  by  the  Committee  in 
New  York,  the  former,  also,  in  a duly  assembled 
Town-Meeting,  John  Adams  occupying  the  Chair,  in 
seeming  forgetfulness  of  its  Vote,  on  the  thirteenth  of 


1 tch  from  tiocanior  Cage  to  the  Fail  of  I><  rtmout:  , “Boston,  31 

“.Vp/T  1771,”  laid  before  Parliament,  on  the  nineteenth  of  January,  177.7 
— < PnrUumentary  lh’'ii.<ter,  i.,  30.) 

-Journal  of  the  Hume  of  Reprti: ntaticcs^  June  17,  1771. 


i the  preceding  month,  willingly  or  unwillingly,  for- 
mally wheeled  into  the  lin  of  the  general  opposition 
: to  the  Home  Government,  under  tiie  guidance  of  that 
i foreign  Committee;  and,  without  making  the  slight- 
est allusion  to  her  ill-conceived  and  injudicious  ac- 
tion. in  her  adoption  of  that  Vote,  the  Town  “ en- 
joined” the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  “ ibrth- 
“ with,  to  write  to  all  the  other  Colonies,  acquainting 
j “them  that  we  are  waiting  with  anxious  expectation 
j “for  the  Result  of  a Continental  Congress,  whose 
j “Meeting  we  impatiently  desire,  in  whose  "Wisdom 
j “and  Firmness  we  can  confide,  and  in  whose  Deter- 
“ initiation  we  shall  cheerfully  acquiesce”  ! — a change 
of  policy  which  was,  in  the  highest  degree,  remark- 
able, aud  which  would  be  entirely  unaccountable 
\ were  the  capabilities  of  Massachusetts-men,  of  every 
, period,  for  making  remarkable  changes  of  policy 
! and  of  action,  whenever  their  material  interests  have 
j seemed  to  call  for  such  changes,  less  known  to  the 
great  world  in  which  we  live. 

The  Committee  of  Correspondence  in  New  York 
having,  meanwhile,  received  assurances  of  their  ap- 
proval of  its  proposition  to  invite  a meeting  of  Depu- 
! ties  from  the  several  Colonies,  in  a Continental  Con- 
| gress,  from  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  Con- 
| necticui 3  4aucl  from  that  in  Philadelphia5— with  the 
I knowledge,  also,  that  the  “Standing  Committee  of 
j “Correspondence,”  which  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
j Colony  of  New  York  had  appointed,  on  the  twentieth 
of  January,  1774,  had  ah-o  approved  and  concurred 
| in  that  proposition, B and,  undoubtedly,  although  in- 
I formally,’  with  information  of  the  action  of  the  Town 
! of"  Boston  and  of  that  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
j of  Massachusetts,  on  the  same  subject,— on  the 
| twenty-seventh  of  June,  it  entertained  and  “debated  ” 


3 Proceedings  of  the  Adjourned  T wn-Meeting,  June  17.  1774,  reprinted 
! in  force's  Amcri'can  Archives , Fourth  Series,  i . , 423. 

-*  The  Committee  of  Correspondence  for  Connecticut  to  the  Committee  in 
Xeic  York , “Hartford,,  Juno  4,  1774,"  enclosing  a letter,  to  the  same 
! effect,  which  had  been  sent  by  the  Committee  in  Hartford  to  the  Com- 
| mittee  in  Boston,  on  the  preceding  day. 

5 Proceedings  of  a Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  Freemen  of  the  City 
and  County  of  Philadelphia , Saturday,  Jane  IS,  1774,  euclos*  d ill  a letter 
| from  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  in  Philadelphia  to  the  Commit- 
i tee  in  New  York,  “Philadelphia,  21st  June,  1774.'’ 

’"•That  Committee  of  the  Assembly  was  composed  of  John  Cruger, 

> Frederick  Philip.se,  Isaac  Wilkins.  Benjamin  Seaman,  Jjraes  Jaimcey* 
James  I)e- Lancey,  Jacob  Walton,  Simeon  Boerum,  John  Do  N'oyelles, 

; George  Clinton,  Daniel  Kissam,  Zebulon  Williams,  and  John  Rapalje, 
the  nanus  of  ten  of  whom,  including  that  of  Frederick  Philipse  of 
j Woim clu  ster-county,  are  appended  to  a letter,  a Idres-ed  to  the  Committee 
I of  Correspondence  of  Connecticut,  dared  “ New  York,  June  24,  1774,** 

' in  which  it  “agrees  with  you,  that,  at  this  alarming  juncture,  a general 
: “Congress of  Deputies  from  the  several  Colonies  would  be  a very  expe- 

■ “dieutand  salutary  measure. ” regretting,  however,  that  it  was  “ not 
“sufficiently  emp  wvered  to  take  any  steps  in  relation  to  so  salutary  a 

l “ me. un re. 

“The  Minutes  of  the  Commit  te  in  New  York,  notwithstanding  the 
; carefully  made  record  of  the  letters  which  were  received  by  it,  make  no 
1 mention  whatever  of  its  receipt  of  letters  from  either  the  Town  of  Ik  ~ 
ton  or  the  lb-use  of  Representatives  of  Massachusetts,  Oil  any  subject 
! after  its  receipt  of  that,  from  the  former,  dated  tie- thirtieth  of  May; 

■ and  it  may,  therefore,  bo  reasonably  supposed  that  whatever  knowledge 
j the  Committee  then  possessed,  concerning  the  political  sonm  sanlt  M the 

Massachusetta-men,  was  unofficial  and  informal. 


' 
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a Resolution.  ofi’ereJ  by  Alexander  MeDou-ral.  con- 
i < ’■  i i rt " which  was  the  iliost  eligible  mode  ot’  ap- 
‘ | • . ■ . ' 1 1 . ;_r  Deputies  to  attend  the  ensuing  General 
“Congress."1 

In  submitting  that  Resolution,  which  had  not  re-  1 
ocived  the  imprimatur  of  those  who  represented  the 
majority  of  the  Committee,  and,  for  that  reason,  was 
not  received  with  any  favor  by  that  majority, 
it  is  evident  that  Alexander  McDougnl  acted 
in  behalf  of  the  minority  of  that  body — of  those  } 
of  ifs  members  who  had  been  selected  from  j 
the  revolutionary  faction  of  the  Tradesmen, 
Mechanics,  and  Workingmen  of  the  City — and 
it  is  evident,  also,  that  the  purpose  of  that  minority 
was  to  secure  to  “ the  Committee  of  Mechanics,” 
which,  notwithstanding  its  formal  acquiescence  in  the 
appointment  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence, 
continued  to  assume  authority  to  represent  the  en- 
franchised portion  of  the  people,  in  all  which  related 
to  their  political  action,  a right  to  concur  in  or  to  re- 
ject any  nomination  of  Delegates  to  the  proposed 
Congress,  which  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  j 
should  determine  to  make.  The  struggle  between  the  \ 
two  factions,  within  the  Committee,  was  continued  to 
an  Adjourned  Meeting  of  that  body,  on  the  evening  of  j 
the  twenty-ninth  of  June,  when  Alexander  Me-  ' 
Dougal  moved  “that  this  Committee  proceed,  im- 
“ mediately,  to  nominate  five  Deputies  for  the  City  ; 
“and  County  of  Yew  York,  to  represent  them  in  a j 
“Convention  of  this  Colony,2  or  in  the  general  Con-  j 
“gress,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  first  of 
“September  next,  if  the  other  Counties  of  this  Col-  ; 
“ ony  approve  of  them  as  Deputies  for  the  Colony; 

“ and  that  their  names  be  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
“Mechanics,  for  their  concurrence  : to  be  proposed  on  j 
“ Tuesday  next,  to  the  Freeholders  and  Freemen  of  ; 
“ this  City  and  County,  for  their  approbation.” 
Without  having  reached  a vote  on  that  Resolution, 
however,  the  Committee  adjourned  to  the  following 
Monday  evening,  the  fourth  of  July;3  at  which  time,  1 
after  another  severe  struggle,  the  Resolution  was  re- 


1 Alinu.Us  of  the  Committee,  “New- York,  June*  27,  1774." 

It  has  been  said,  (de  Lancey's  Xotes  to  Jones’s  History  of  Xew  York 
dnriiig  the  Revolutionary  War,  i.,  440,)  that  “the  Committee  met  to  con- 
sider” tlmtBes*  lutmu.but  that  would  indicate  that  the  Resolution  was 
submit  ed  to  the  previous  Meeting;  which  Is  contradicted  by  the  3ft«- 
vte*.  It  is  clear,  as  we  understan  l the  record,  that  Alexander  McPou 
gal  offered  it,  for  consideration,  onlv  at  the  Meeting  on  the  twenty-  I 
seventh  of  June. 

- This  portion  of  the  Resolution  evidently  looked  for  the  establishment  ! 
of  a Provincial  Congress  or  Convention,  in  which  should  be  vested  su-  j 
prenie  and  arbitrary  power,  without  limitation,  over  the  persons  and 
properties  and  actions  and  thoughts  and  convictions  of  every  one  within  i 
the  Colony ; overthrowing  all  Government;  cancelling  all  Rights  of 
Persons  and  Properties;  and  establishing,  in  their  stead,  an  active 
scourging  Despotism.  Such  an  one  w:is,  s>yon  afterwards,  established  ; 
but.  just  at  the  time  under  consideration,  the  master  spirits  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Committee  had  not  secured  the  places  to  which  they  were 
aspiring  ; and,  for  that  reason,  they  were  not,  then,  ready  to  concur  in  i 
that  revolutionary,  ultra  revolutionary,  measure. 

* Minute*  of  the  Adjourned  Alerting  of  the  Committee,  “ Ne  w-York,  June 
“ 2D,  1774.”  i 


jeoteil,  by  ;i  formal  vote  of  thirteen  in  support  of  it 
and  twenty-four  in  opposition  thereto.  Immediately 
afterwards,  without  a division,  on  the  motion  of 
Theophilact  Rache,  seconded  by  John  De  Lancey,  the 
Committee  resolved  “to  nominate  five  persons,  to 
“meet  in  a general  Congress,  at  the  time  and  place 
“ which  shall  be  agreed  on  by  the  other  Colonies ; and 
“ that  the  Freeholders  and  Freemen  of  the  City  and 
“ County  of  New  York  be  summoned  to  appear  at  a 
“ convenient  place,  to  approve  or  disapprove  of  such 
“persons,  for  this  salutary  purpose;  also,  that  this 
“ Committee  write  Circular  Tetters  to  the  Stiper- 
“ visors  of  the  several  Counties,  informing  them  what 
“ we  have*  don  .;,  and  to  request  of  them  to  send  such 
“ Delegates  as  they  may  choose,  to  represent  them  in 
“Congress” — a Resolution  which  was  so  general  in 
its  terms,  that,  in  a body  which  was  composed,  ex- 
clusively, of  those  who,  politically,  were  in  opposition 
to  tbe  Home  Government,  there  was  no  room  for  op- 
position to  it,  notwithstanding  its  silence  concerning 
the  Committee  of  Mechanics  and  the  claim  which  had 
been  made  in  its  behalf ;‘  but  it  was.  also,  one  which 
laid  the  foundation  for  further  and  very  important 
action,  in  which  the  bitterness  of  feeling,  concerning 
the  distribution  of  tlie  proposed  offices,  which  con- 
tinued to  exist  between  the  rival  factions  of  the  con- 


4 It  is  proper  to  remind  the  reader,  in  this  place,  of  two  well-known 
facts,  each  of  which  ha*!  an  important  bearing  on  the  political  events  of 
tin.*  period  now  under  consideration. 

The  first  of  these  facts  is,  the  *•  friends  of  the  Government”  took  no 
part  whatever,  in  the  formation  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence 
nor  in  its  doings.  That  body  was  denounced  bv  the  Colonial  Govern- 
ment, from  the  beginning,  as  *■  illegal  ” — “it  is  allowed  by  the  Intelli- 
gent among  them,  that  these  assemblies  of  the  People  without  an- 
“ thoriry  of  Government  are  illegal  and  maybe  dangerous,”  {Lieutenant- 
governor  Golden  to  the  Tetri  ot  J ■ t lottfh,  “New  York  i st  June  1774.”) 
‘'These  transactions”  [the  nomination  of  beputie*  to  the  Congress  and  the 
proposed  ratification  of  the  tu  i.et  by  the  bod//  of  the ppnple\  “are  dangerous, 
“ xnv  Lord,  and  illegal,  but  by  what  weans  shall  Government  prevent 
“them0  An  attempt  by  the  power  of  the  Civil  Magistrate  would  only 
“show  their  weakness,  amt  it  is  not  easy  to  say  upon  what  foundation  a 
“ military  aid  should  b**  called  in.  tsueh  a Measure  would  involve  us  in 
“Troubles  win*  h it  is  thought  much  more  prudent  to  avoid  ; and  toshuu 
“all  Ext  reams  while  it  is  yet  possible  Things  may  take  a favourable 
“ turn.*' — {The  same  t<>  the  sam  \ “ New  York.  F.th  July,  1774.'  * 

The  party  of  the  Government—  subsequently  called  “Tories” — in- 
cluded only  the  members  of  the  Colonial  Government,  in  its  various  de- 
partments, and  its  dependents;  it  was.  tin  will  • t _ly,  only  a passive  spec- 
tator of  what,  then,  took  place,  in  the  political  doings  of  that  period  ; 
and  it  was  wholly  powerless  to  suppress  tlie  rising  spirit  of  Revolution, 
which  it  would  have  g!  i hv  done.  The  party  of  the  Opposition  to  the 
Government — subsequently  called  “V.’higs” — included  the  great  body 
of  the  inhabitants,  aristocratic  us  well  as  democratic,  the  patricians  as 
well  as  the  plebeians.  It  was  cut  up  into  factions,  based  on  social  and  fi- 
nancial standings;  but,  in  its  opposition  to  the  Government,  it  was 
united  and  determined. 

The  second  of  the  das  referre  l to  is,  at  the  time  under  consideration 
and  during  the  succeeding  half  century,  as  we  have  already  stated  ( cid • 
1‘agrji  4.  5,  ante,)  those  who  wop*  u >t  Freeholders  or  Freemen  of  a 
31  ii nici palitv,  were  not  vested  with  the  right  of  suffrage,  in  any  of  the 
Colonies  ; and  it  need  not  be  a matter  of  surprise  that,  at  that  early  day, 
the  great  body  of  the  Freeholders  and  Fre -111011,  in  New  York,  was  not 
inclined  to  permit  any  interference,  in  political  affairs,  by  those  who 
were  not,  legally,  entitled  to  take  part  in  them.  Indeed,  the  rule  of 
universal  suffrage  is  not,  to-day,  generally  recognized  ; and  one  State, 
in  New  England,  if  u » more,  continues  to  make  a division  of  her  citi- 
zens, at  the  Polls. 
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fe<hrate<l  party  of  the  Opposition,  notwithstanding 
thvir  apparent  harmony  on  other  questions,  was  | 
promptly  and  very  energetically  displayed. 

The  Resolution  offered  by  Theophilaet  Rache  had  j 
no  sooner  been  declared  to  have  been  carried,  than  j 
Isaac  Scars,  seconded  by  Peter  Van  Brugh  Living- 
ston, representing  the  minority  of  the  Committee,  of- 
fered another  Resolution,  providing  “ that  Messrs. 
“Isaac  Low,  James  Duane,  Philip  Livingston,  John 
“ Morin  Scott,  and  Alexander  McDongal  he  nomi- 
“ nated",  agreeable  to  the  question  now  carried but 
it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  aristocratic,  conserva- 
tive majority  of  the  Committee  that  the  plebeian, 
revolutionary  minority  of  that  body  should  have  the 
slightest  representation  in  the  proposed  Delegation  ; 
and,  notwithstanding  its  seeming  fairness,  the  Reso- 
lution was  promptly  rejected,  by  a vote  of  twelve  to 
twenty-five.  The  subject  was  subsequently  disposed 
of,  as  it  then  appeared,  by  a Resolution,  offered  by  j 
John  De  Lancey  and  seconded  by  Benjamin  Booth,  ! 
providing  for  the  nomination  of  the  Delegates  by  the  j 
body  of  the  Committee,  of  which  the  conservative  j 
aristocrats  held  the  entire  control,  which  resulted  in  J 
the  nomination  of  Philip  Livingston,  John  Alsop,  j 
Isaac  Low,  James  Duane,  and  John  Jay,  of  whom  j 
John  Alsop  and  John  Jay,  who  had  been  substituted  j 
for  the  two  candidates  of  the  minority,  John  Morin  j 
Scott  and  Alexander  McDougal,  by  reason  of  their  i 
known  peculiarly  conservative  tendencies,  were  espe-  ! 
pecially  obnoxious  to  that  revolutionary  minority,  as  j 
well  as  to  the  revolutionary  portion  of  the  unfrau-  ! 
chised  masses  whom  that  minority  indirectly  repre- 
sented. Another  Resolution,  requesting  “the  Inhab- 
itants of  this  City  and  County  to  meet  at  the  City- 
“ Hall  on  Thursday,  the  seventh  of  July,  at  twelve 
“ o’clock,  to  concur  in  the  Nomination  of  the  fore- 
“ going  five  Persons,  or  to  choose  such  others  in  their 
“stead  as  in  their  wisdom  shall  seem  meet,”  was  then  j 
adopted;  and,  the  majority,  probably,  being  well-con- 
tented with  its  apparent  success,  the  Committee  then 
adjourned.1 

The  minority  of  the  Committee  and  those  with 
whom  it  sympathized  and  acted,  in  political  affairs — 
the  “ Bellwethers ” and  the  “Sheep”  of  Gouverneur  | 
Morris’s  metaphor— were  not  inclined,  however,  to 
submit,  tamely,  to  the  arbitrary  dictation  of  their 
“Shepherds,1’  composing  the  majority  of  that  body;  j 
and  the\-  promptly  determined  to  carry  the  contest  j 
into  a new  field,  and  with  heavy  reinforcements.  ; 
For  tiiat  purpose,  anonymous  handbills  were  posted 
throughout  the  City,-  on  the  day  after  the  Commit- 


1 Min nfts  of  the  Committee,  Adjourned  Sleeting,  “New  York,  July  4, 

“ 1774. 

See,  also,  I.iriitrna\jt-(joveni6r  Cnhleu  t‘>  the  T.m 7 of  hartmonth , “ New  j 
“ York,  July  »'•,  1771  the  same  to  (,’oreritor  Tnjou,  “Spring  Hill.  Cth 
“July.  1774.“ 

- One  of  those  handbills  has  been  preserved  and  may  be  seen,  among 
wther  broadsides  of  that  period, ‘in  the  Library  of  the  New  York  1 1 istori-  j 
cal  Society. 


tec’s  Meeting,  calling  a Meeting  of  “the  good  People 
“ of  this  Metropolis,”  to  be  held  in  the  Fields;1  on  the 
following  day,  [ Wednesday,  July  (5  ] at  six  o’clock, 
“when  Matters  of  the  utmost  Importance  to  their 
“ Reputation  and  Security,  as  Freemen,  will  be  com- 
“ municated.”  At  the  appointed  hour,  it  is  said,  “a 
“numerous  meeting”  was  collected,  with  Alexander 
McDougal  in  the  Chair,  forming  what  continues  to 
be  known,  in  history,  as  “ the  great  Meeting  in  the 
“Fields,”  at  which  several  Speeches  were  made,*  and 
nine  Resolutions  adopted,  expressing  the  popular 
will. 

One  of  the  Resolutions  adopted  by  that  notable  as- 
semblage of  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
was  almost  identical,  in  words  and  sentiments,  with 
that  voted  by  the  Town  of  Boston,  on  tire  thirteen th 
of  May,  of  which  mention  lias  been  made  herein  ; 
another  “ instructed,  empowered,  and  directed”  the 
Deputies  from  New  Yrork,  in  the  proposed  Con- 
gress. “ to  engage  with  a majority  of  the  principal 
“ Colonies,  to  agree,  for  this  City,  upon  a non-impor- 
“ tation,  from  Great  Britain,  of  all  Goods,  "Wares,  and 
“ Merchandises,  until  the  Act  for  blocking  up  the 
“ Harbour  of  Boston  be  repealed,  and  American 
“ Grievances  be  redressed  ; and,  also,  to  agree  to  all 
“sucli  other  measures  as  the  Congress  shall,  in  their 
“ "Wisdom,  judge  advancive  of  these  great  Objects, 
“ and  a general  Security  of  the  Rights  and  Privileges 
“of  America;”  and  another  pledged  the  Meeting  to 
abide  by  all  that  the  proposed  Congress  should 
“come  into,  and  direct  or  recommend  to  be  done, 
“for  obtaining  and  securing  the  important  ends  men- 
“ tinned  in  the  foregoing  Resolutions.”  It  also  re- 
solved “ that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Meeting  that 
“it  would  be  proper  for  every  County  in  the  Colony, 
“ without  delay,  to  send  two  Deputies,  chosen  by  the 
“ People  or  from  the  Committees  chosen  by  them,  in 
“ each  County,  to  hold,  in  conjunction  with  Deputies 
“ for  this  City  and  County,  a Convention  for  the 
“ Colony,  on  a day  to  be  appointed,  in  order  to  elect 
“ a proper  Number  of  Deputies  to  represent  the  Col- 


3 NN'liat  "were  then  called,  sometimes,  “The  Fields/’  and,  at  other 
times,  “The  Common,1’  on  which  has  occurred  so  much  of  public  inter- 
est, in  later  as  welt  as  in  earlier  days,  have  been  called,  during  move 
than  half  a century  past,  “Thu  Park;”  and  by  that  name  it  is  still 
known,  notwithstanding  the  greater  attractions  which,  for  some  years 
past,  have  been  presented  to  merely  pleasure  seekers,  in  the  new 
pleasure-grounds  known  ns  “ The  Central  Park.” 

4 Among  the  speakers  at  that  Meeting,  it  has  been  usual,  far  some 
years  past,  to  give  a prominent  place  to  Alexander  Hamilton,  then  a 
mere  lad,  who  had  been  thrown  into  this  City,  a few  years  previously, 
by  those,  in  the  NYe^t  Indies,  who,  for  domestic  if  not  fur  social  reasons, 
had  desired  his  removal  from  the  place  of  his  nativity.  As  there  is  no 
contemporary  authority  for  such  a favor  to  the  previously  questionable 
reputation  of  that  “young  West  Indian,”  however,  au  1 because  the  only 
modern  authority  for  the  .statement  is  the  young  man's  son,  John  C. 
Hamilton,  (/.//«  of  Alexantler  Hamilton,  by  his  son,  New  York:  1S40,  i.» 
22,  23,  > in  whose  uusupport ’d  tt  stim  >n\ , in  historical  subjects, we  have  no 
confidence  whatever,  we  prefer  to  leave  that  portion  of  the  history  of  “the 
•‘gre.it  Meeting,”  if  it  is  truly  such  a portion  of  it,  where  those  who  were 
present  and  who  recorded  the  doings  of  the  great  assemblage  then  left  it, 
entirely  untold. 
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“ ony  in  the  general  Congress.  But  that,  if  the! 
“ Counties  shall  conceive  this  mode  impracticable  or 
‘‘inexpedient,  they  be  requested  to  give  their  appro-  j 
“ bation  to  the  Deputies  who  shall  be  chosen  for  this  j 
“ City  and  County,  to  represent  the  Colony  in  Con- 
gress;” and  it  “instructed”  “the  City  Committee  of 
“Correspondence”  “to  use  their  utmost  Endeavours 
“to  carry  these  Resolutions  into  execution.”  After 
ordering  the  Resolutions  to  be  printed  in  the  public 
Newspapers  of  the  City,  and  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
different  Counties  in  the  Colony  and  to  the  Commit- 
tees of  Correspondence  for  the  neighboring  Colonies, 
the  Meeting  then  adjourned  but  its  great  influence  : 
was  continued  to  be  felt,  long  after  the  circumstances  \ 
which  had  caused  it  to  be  assembled  had  passed  from 
the  memories  of  those  who  were  present  and  who  par-  j 
ticipated  in  its  doings. 

Inspired  by  the  strength  and  the  spirit  of  the  Meet- 
ing in  the  Fields,  and  led  in  their  opposition  to  the 
majority  of  the  Committee,  by  all  the  old-time  ex- 
perienced popular  leaders,  the  “Inhabitants  of  the  City  j 
“and  County,”  of  every  class,  met,  agreeably  to  the  pub- 
lished request  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  at  | 
the  City  Hall,  at  noon,  on  the  day  after  those  Inhabit- 
ants had  assembled  in  the  Fields;  but  they  did  not  con- 
firm the  Committee’s  Nominations,  for  Deputies  to  the 
proposed  Congress;  and  the  utmost  bad  feeling, 
between  the  aristocratic  majority  of  the  Committee  j 
and  the  great  body  of  the  plebeian  Tradesmen,  Arti-  j 
sans,  and  Workingmen,  whom  it  had  betrayed,  pre-  j 
vailed  throughout  the  city.* 2 

It  is  not  within  the  purposes  of  this  work,  however, 
to  present  a narrative  of  the  various  movements  and 
counter-movements  of  the  rival  factions  of  the  con- 
federated party  of  the  Opposition,  again  disunited,  in 
their  determined  struggle  for  supremacy- — nominally, 
for  the  establishment  of  their  respective  principles,  j 
in  opposition  to  or  in  support  of  a general  “Suspen-  j 
“sion  of  Trade,”  but,  really,  for  places  on  the  ticket  | 
for  Delegates  to  the  proposed  Congress  of  the  Con- 
tinent—which  was  continued,  without  ceasing,  from 
the  seventh  until  the  twenty-seventh  of  July;3 4  and 


1 Proceedings  of  the  ALeeting,  appended  to  the  Shinnies  of  the  Committee 
of  Correspondence,  tf  New  York,  July  7,  1771." 

See,  ulso,  Holt’s  Xew-York  Journal,  No.  lull,  New  York,  Thursday, 
July  7,  1774;  Gaine’s  X'civ-Yovk  Gazette  and  Mercury,  No.  1187,  New-  ! 
York,’  Monday,  July  11,  1774;  R irinyt-nis  X>i'--Y<nk  Gazetteer,  No.  6.5,  j 
Nkw-York,  Thursday,  July  14,  1774  ; Lieutenant-governor  Col  den  t->  Gov - j 
ernor  Try  on , 15  Spring  H ill, ’2nd  August,  1774  ;"  Hamilton’s  Life  <f  i 
Alexander  Hamilton,  i , 21-23;  Dawson's  Fork  ami  it s Vicinity,  34-37;  j 
Dunlap's  History  of  Xeic-  York,  i , 453  ; Bancroft  s IF  lory  of  the  Cnif>d 
States,  original  edition,  vii.,  71),  80;  the  some,  centenary  edition,  iv.,  | 
35.5,356;  de  Lancey’s  X'd-3  to  Jones’s  History  of  X>  w York  during  the  j 
Revolutionary  117  »•.  i.,  451. 

- Minutes  of  the.  Committee.  July  7,  13,  19,  2.5,  and  27,  1774  ; Dunlap’s 
History  of  Sew  York , i.,  453  ; Hildreth’s  History  of  the  Code, l states,  j 
First  Series,  iii.,  39  ; Bancroft's  History  of  the  Coded  States,  original  ; 
edition,  vii.,  80,  gt”;  the  same,  centenary  edition,  iv.,  356,  357  ; Leake's  j 
Memoir  of  General  L<nn’o , 93  ; de  Lancev’s  Xuh  $ on  Jone  s’s  History  of 
Xew  York  during  the  Reroluti/  nary  War,  i.,  451-166. 

3 Decidedly  the  most  complete  narrative  of  that  notable  factional  j 
struggle  may  he  seen  in  de  Lancey's  Xde  sir.  on  Jones's  History  «•/  Xeic 


which  was  terminated,  on  the  last-mentioned  day, 
only  alter  Philip  Livingston,  Isaac  Low,  John  Alsou, 
and  John  Jay,  four  of  the  nominees  of  the  aristocratic 
and  conservative  Committee  of  Correspondence,  had 
inconsistently  and  venally  declared,  in  direct  con- 
tradiction of  the  constantly  declared  pblicy  of  that 
Committee,  previously  concurred  in  by  themselves, 
that  “a  general  Non-Importation  Agreement,  faith- 
“ fully  observed,  would  prove  the  most  efficacious 
“Measure  to  procure  a Redress  of  our  Grievances,”  * 
which  had  been  the  peculiarly  distinguishing  feature 
in  the  declared  policy  of  the  revolutionary  faction,  in 
the  City  of  New  York,  as  well  as  in  that  of  the  sim- 
ilar faction,  in  Boston  ; and  after  those  four  of  the 
nominees  of  the  Committee  had  thus  practically 
abandoned  their  aristocratic  and  anti-revolutionary 
associates;  withdrawn  from  the  Committee  which  they 
had  largely  assisted  in  organizing  and  by  whom  they 
had  been  nominated;  and  united  with  those  whom 
they  personally  despised  and  by  whom  they  were 
quite  as  earnestly  distrusted  and  despised — when,  after 
the  fashion  of  such  corrupt  political  alliances,  then 
and  since — the  way  was  prepared  for  a peaceful  Elec- 
tion of  the  nominees  of  the  Committee,5  four  of  whom 
no  longer  represented  the  declared  policy  of  the 
Committee;  and  one,  if  not  more  of  the  number 
was  more  of  a Spy,  in  the  service  of  the  Colonial 
Government,  than  anything  else. 

It  will  be  seen  that  James  Duane  did  not  disgrace 
himself  or  his  name  by  placing  the  latter,  with  those 
of  his  four  aristocratic  associates  on  the  ticket  for 
Delegates  to  the  proposed  Congress,  on  the  letter 
through  which  those  four  bartered  the  little  of  politi- 
cal and  personal  integrity  and  tiie  modicum  of  unsel- 
fish principles  which  they  respectively  possessed,  for 
a small  mess  of  very  thin  official  pottage ; and,  in  that 
instance,  his  backwardness  was  honorable  and  timely, 
since  there  is  every  reason  for  the  belief  that,  at  that 
time,  he  was  not  master  of  himself;  that  he  had,  al- 
ready, been  purchased  by  another  ; and  that,  then,  he 
was,  in  fact,  only  the  servant  of  his  master. 

History  has  revealed6 7  what,  otherwise,  would  have 
remained,  concealed,  in  the  files  of  the  Colonial  Land 
Papers,  in  the  Secretary’s  Office,  iu  Albany,"  concern- 


York  during  the  Revolutionary  JU  ir,  (i,,  449-467,)  which  has  been  prepared 

with  great  labor,  ami  which  contains  carefully-made  copies  of  many  of 

the  original  handbills  and  placards  which  wore,  then,  scattered  through- 
out the  city. 

4 Philip  Livingston,  John  Akop,  Isaac  Low,  and  J -lm  Jay  to  Abraham 
lirasher,  Theophilu * Anthony,  Fran < is  Van  hi/rk,  Jeremiah  Platt,  and 
Christopher  Duyekinck,  New  York,  July  26,  1774.” 

$ Proceedings  of  ‘‘  a Meting  of  a nn  other  of  Citizens  convened  at  the 
“ House  of  Mr.  J tarriner"  at  which  the  nominations  by  the  Committee 
of  Correspondence  were  acquiesced  in,  by  those  who  assumed  to  repre- 
sent the  unfranchised  inhabitants  of  the  City,  “Nfav  York,  27  July, 
41  1774.” 

c 44  Duano,  justly  eminent  :is  a lawyer,  was  embarrassed  »*y  large  sp.ee- 
“ illations  in  Vermont  lands,  from  which  he  could  derive  no  profit,  but 
44  through  the  power  of  the  Crown.” — (Bancroft's  History  of  the  Vnitcd 
States,  original  edition,  vii.,  79  ; the  same,  centenary  edition,  iv.,  3.55.  j 

7 Xcio  York  Colonial  Manuscripts  indorsed  44  Land  Papers,”  in 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  at  Albany,  wiii.,  160  ; Nix.,  < 8 ; _\x.,  108,  109  ; 
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i nir  lii'  speculations  in  the  Crown  lands,  in  New 
Y<«rk  and  Vermont,  to  secure  entire  success  in  which 
the  countenance  of  the  Colonial  Government  was 
needed  and  had  been  secured  ; and  the  intimacy  of 
his  personal  relations  with  the  head  of  that  Govern- 
ment, the  venerable  Cadwallader  Golden,* 1  and  the 
remarkable  sitniliarity  of  his  views  concerning  the 
leading  political  questions  of  the  day,  among  which 
the  demand  for  a suspension  of  the  trade  of  the 
Colonies  with  the  Mother  Country  was  one  of  the 
most  prominent,  and  those,  on  the  same  questions, 
which  were  maintained  by  that  unusually  zealous 
servant  of  the  King,,  are  also  well  known  to  every 
careful  reader  of  that  portion  of  tiie  political  history 
of  the  Colony.  Indeed,  in  the  latter  connection,  it  is 
known  that,  subsequently  to  his  election  as  a Dele- 
gate to  the  Congress,  and  before  he.  left  New  York, 
to  take  his  seat  in  that  body,  as  the  trusted  Envoy  of 
all  the  inhabitants  of  that  City,  nominally  charged 
with  the  great  and  honorable  duty  of  seeking,  in 
their  behalf,  a redress  of  the  political  grievances 
which  had  been  imposed  upon  them  by  the  Home 
Government,  he  visited  and  confidentially  compared 
notes,  on  political  subjects,  with,  if  he  did  not  also 
communicate  information  to,  the  official  representa- 
tive of  that  Government,  in  New  York;2  and,  with 
that  fact  established,  even  in  the  absence  of  direct 
and  positive  testimony  thereon,  it  would  not  be  un- 
reasonable to  suppose  or  to  say  that  specific  lines  of 
action,  in  the  interest  of  the  Crown,  which  were  sub- 
sequently followed,  within  that  Congress,  individually 
and  in  concert  with  other  Delegates,  were,  also,  con- 
sidered, and  canvassed,  and  determined  on,  during 
that  interview.  In  harmony,  also,  with  that  evident 
connection  of  James  Duaue  with  the  Colonial  Gov- 
ernment,— in  support,  also,  of  the  suspicion  that  par- 
ticular lines  of  action,  in  the  interest  of  the  Crown,  to 
be  taken  in  the  Congress,  were  considered  and  deter- 
mined on,  in  advance  of  the  meeting  of  the  Congress, 
by  that  particular  Delegate  and  the  venerable  Lieu- 
tenant-governor of  the  Colony — reference  need  be 

xxi..  30,  95  ; xxii.,  15  ; xxxiii.,  19,  41 ; xxvii.,  17  ; ami  the  many  papers, 
concerning  Duunesbiirg,  of  which  be  was  a principal  Proprietor. 

1 He  was  the  Clerk  of  the  Colonial  Court  of  Chancery  ; he  was,  often, 
the  retained  Counsel  of  the  Colonial  Government  (Opinions  of  Counsel  in 
the  Matter  of  ('tmniogham.  Appellant,  against  F(rrs*yt  and  in  the  3[  of 
Charges  against  Judge  Wells ;)  ho  was  the  Counsel  of  the  Lieutenant, 
governor,  in* the  celebrated  Suit,  in  Chancery,  concerning  a d:'  ision  of 
the  Fees  of  his  office,  with  the  Earl  of  Dunmore,  (Letters,  etc.,  in  the 
Matter  of  the  Attorney-general  pro  Rege  against  C olden  ;)  and  the  tone  and 
the  terms  of  the  letters  which  passed  between  them,  as  they  have  been 
preserved  in  “the  Coldeu  Papers,'9  in  the  Library  of  the  New  York  His. 
torical  Society,  leave  no  room  for  doubt  on  the  subject. 

2 “By  my  Letter  of  the  7th  of  September  your  Lordship  would  find  I 
“entertained  Hopes  that  the  People  of  this  Province  would  adopt  mod- 
erate Measures  and  avoid  giving  any  new  offence  to  the  Parliament.  I 
“know  such  were  the  sentiments  of  Farmers  and  Country  People  in 
“general  who  make  a great  Majority  of  the  Inhabitants.  1 bad  a con- 
“ fbh*ntial  co  it  fere  nee,  with  one  of  the  Delegates  sent  from  this  city  to  the 
“Congress  now  met  at  Philadelphia  who  l thought  had  as  much  intlu- 
'*  **nci)  as  any  from  this  place,  and  he  gave  me  assurances  of  hisdisp.»sition 

* similar.’' — ( I.ieuteiuint-goremor  Colden  to  the  Karl  of  Dartmouth, 

?•«  “ New  York  5th  October  1774.’’) 


! made  only  to  that  other  patent  fact,  that  the  Con- 
gress had  no  sooner  closed  its  sessions,  at  Philadel- 
phia, than  he  hastened  to  Ids  master,  in  New  York, 
j and  reported  to  that  anxious  listener,  for  the  use  of 
1 the  Ministry,  in  England,  not  only  the  doings  of  par- 
! ticular  Delegations,  in  the  Congress,  and  those  of  the 
I Congress  itself,  but  his  own  general  dissent  from  the 
; proceedings,  his  request  that  that  dissent  should  be 
I entered  on  the  Journal,  and  the  absolute  refusal  of 
permission  to  have  that  privilege  given  to  him,  all  of 
! which  were  thus  communicated  in  open  violation  of 
! his. promise  “ to  keep  the  Proceedings  secret,  until 
j '“the  Majority  shall  direct  them  to  be  made  Publick."* 
i Indeed,  he  and  Joseph  Galloway,  of  Philadelphia,  the 
! latter  of  whom,  also,  had  been  a Delegate  in  the  C'on- 
[ gress,  visited  Lieutenant-governor  Colden,  soon  after 
the  adjournment  of  that  body,  and  communicated  to 
that  distinguished  member  of  the  Government,  all 
that  he  desired  to  know  of  the  entire  subject,  not 
sparing  even  those  portions  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Congress  which  it  regarded  as  too  delicate  to 
| be  submitted  to  the  light  of  day,  in  its  subsequently 
published  Journal?  and  that,  too,  in  theface  of  the  no- 
torious fact  that  each  had  already  assented  to  and  sign- 
ed the  Association  of  Non- Importation  which  the  Con- 
gress had  adopted,3 * 5 * * *  which , prima-faeie,  carried  with  it, 
in  each  instance,  to  his  constituents  and  to  the  world, 
a guaranty  of  his  faith  ful  discharge  of  the  duties  con- 
nected with  the  great  trust  which  had  been  laid  upon 
him  ; but,  when  regarded  as  only  one  of  the  links  of 
a chain  of  evidence,  concerning  his  entire  conduct, 
in  the  political  events  of  that  period,  it  is  one  which, 
until  the  end  of  time,  will  establish  the  stern  fact 
| that  James  Duane,  among  others,  was  insincere,  un- 
trustworthy, and  dishonest,  as  a man  and  as  a politi- 
cian. 

The  Colonial  Government  was  decidedly  and  pe- 
| culiarlv  opposed  to  the  adoption  of  any  measure, 
j either  by  the  people  or  the  Congress,  which  would 
| possibly  disturb  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Great 
j Britain  ; and  James  Duane,  a dependent  on  that  Gov- 
ernment, was  not  at  liberty  to  sign  such  a letter,  ap- 
j proving  the  establishment  of  a Non-Importation 
Agreement,  as  that  which  his  four  associates  on  the 
aristocratic  ticket,  thus  smeared  with  corruption,  had 
| signed,  even  if  the  consequence  had  been  a sacrifice 

! 3The  fourth  Resolution  or  “ Rule  of  Conduct  to  be  observed,' ' etc.,  is  in 

1 these  words  : “ Resolved;  That  the  Doors  be  kept  shut  during;  the  Time 
“of  Business;  and  that  the  Members  consider  themselves  under  the 
“strongest  Obligations  of  Honour  to  keep  the  Proceedings  secret,  until 

j “the  Majority  shall  direct  them  to  be  made  Publick.” — {Journal  of  the 
Qnicjrets,  “Tuesday.  September  Gth,  1774,  teu  o’clock,  A M.  ) 

I ■*  The  Despatch  of  Lieutemint-govenior  C'dden  to  the  Pari  of  Z>art- 
: ; in/utli  dated,  “ New  Y’ork,  December  7th,  1774,”  in  which  the  Home 
; Government  was  informed  of  these  dishonorable  revelations  of  the  action 
! of  the  Congress,  is  too  extended  to  be  copied  into  this  Note.  The  reader 

j is  consequently  referred  to  it. 

5 A carefully  prepared  facsimile  of  the  last  sheet  of  that  A**whUioii, 

I which  contained  the  signatures  of  the  several  Delegations— those  of 

j James  Duane  and  Joseph  Galloway  being  among  them— may  be  seen  in 

| Force’s  American  Archices,  Fourth  Series,  i.,  opposite  folios  915.  9 Hi. 
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of  that  i>jiji«)rtmiity  f"  oOtai »’ , for  him-elf,  a *eat  in 
that  Congress,  a contingency  which  the  Colonial 
Government  was,  probably,  quite  as  anxious  to  avoid, 
aiul  one  which  was  evidently  guarded  against  by 
means  which  were  entirely  effective.  James  Duane. 
Wild  not  among  those  who  were  suddenly  converted,  J 
in  order  to  ensure  their  success  at  the  Polls;  hut,  1 * * 
nevertheless,  on  the  day  after  the  disgraceful  political 
somersault  of  Philip  Livingston,  Isaac  Low,  John  j 
Alsop,  and  John  Jay  had  been  declared  satisfactory  I 
by  their  plebeian  and  revolutionary  auditory,  that  ’ 
eminent  adherent  to  the  original  policy  of  the  Com-  ! 
mittee  of  Correspondence,  as  well  a those  who  had 
so  ignomiuiously  abandoned  it,  was  elected,  at  the  j 
Polls,  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  “ the  Inhabitants,”  1 i 
affording  an  example,  in  political  engineering,  which  ; 
has  been  too  often  followed,  at  the  expense  of  indi-  : 
vidual  integrity  and  of  the  good  of  the  country,  from  j 
that  time  until  the  present.  i 

Perhaps  the  preceding  detail  belongs  more  properly 
to  the  political  history  of  the  commercial  City  of  j 
New  York  than  to  that  of  the  purely  agricultural  j 
County  of  Westchester;  yet  it  would  be  impossible  to  i 
present  any  narrative  of  the  events  of  the  Revolu-1 
tion  which  occurred  within  that  portion  of  the  Col- 
ony, which  should  pretend  to  completeness,  or  preci-  l 
sion,  or  accuracy,  without  having  previously  explained  ; 
the  precise  nature  of  those  influences  which  were  i 
brought,  from  beyond  the  limits  of  the  County,  to  i 
undermine  the  fundamental  and  rigid  conservatism  of 
those  staid,  well-to-do,  and  contented  farmers  who  \ 
occupied  that  County,  and  to  draw  any  portion  of  j 
them  from  the  quiet  of  their  rural  homes  into  the 
seething  vortex  of  partisan  excitement,  concern-  j 
ing  measures  of  the  Home  Government  which  did  not  | 
affect  them  nor  their  interests,  in  the  slightest  degree  J 
— a departure  from  the  ways  of  their  fathers,  which,  j 
before  many  months  had  elapsed,  transformed  that  j 
quiet,  and  neighborly,  and  law-abiding  community  ! 
into  one  of  entire  unrest  and  disorder,  of  the  most  | 
intense  partisan  bitterness,  and  of  the  most  complete  | 
disregard  of  all  law,  human  and  divine;  converting  j 
what  had  been  a quiet,  and  well-cultivated,  and  pro- 
ductive agricultural  region  into  one  over  which  were  l 

° _ i 

spread  the  evidences  of  partisan  lawlessness,  of  vigi-  1 
hint  suspicion  and  distrust,  of  sullen  neglect,  and,  ! 
too  often,  of  hopeless  and  lamentable  ruin.  The  pur-  ; 
poses,  apparent  or  concealed,  of  those  who  created 
the  Committee  of  Correspondence  in  the  City  of  New  : 


1 Letter  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  Xeic  York'  t<>  the  Commit-  : 
tee  In  Charleston,  “New  York,  July  •jt'lli,  ITT  I,"  Po.-t.-'cript,  (luted  “ July  j 
“28th  the  saint  to  the  Committee  in  Philadelphia , “N  F."'  1 ORK,  July'JSth,  j 
“1774;”  the  same  to  Mat  the  a TUjhnntn t Chainmin  {/■■YMnryhiiid  * j 
mittee , “New  York,  July  »Sth,  1774;”  Lirntemnd-yoremor  C"hh-n  t>>  the  ! 

thirl  of  Dartmouth , “New  York  - August  1774  th  «>me  t>>  thn-erm-r 

Tryon,  “ Swung  IIill  2 August  1774;”  tin ■ >n>  t.  ■ <h,  Purl  f lm.hw  nth,  , 

“New  York  7th  Septr  1774  ;”  the  name  t>  G”C>-rn'>e  Tryon,  4*  Septr  7fh  | 
“ 1774  ;”  Jones's  History  of  A 'em  York  dnriiiy  the  IP  ■•dntiounnj  Bar,  i, 
•34,  3o  ; Bancroft’s  Hl<tonj  of  the  I'nitnl  Rates,  original  edition,  vii  , S3  ; j 
the  same,  centenary  edition,  iv.,  ;R7S.  ' 


York;  the  purpose-,  published  or  withheld,  of  the 
Committee  itself;  mid  the  purpo-es.  generally  w--,l- 
concealed,  of  some  of  those  who  wielded  the  influ- 
ence of  that  Committee,  sometimes  for  the  promotion 
of  their  individual  and  not  always  righteous  interests 
and  sometimes  for  t lie  suppression  of  the  aspirations 
of  others  which  were  quite  as  praiseworthy  as  their 
own,  are,  therefore,  subjects  which  cannot  be  disre- 
garded, in  whatever  relates  to  revolutionary  West- 
clicst er-county,  since  it  was  that  Committee,  as  has 
been  already  stated,  who  made  the  first  assault  on  the 
long-established  conservatism  of  the  farmers  of  that 
ancient  County — an  assault  which  was  made  entirely 
unsuccessful  hv  their  sturdy  disregard;  since  it  was 
that  Committee,  returning  to  the  assault  and  offering 
the  tempting  allurements  of  place  and  official  author- 
ity to  those  who  should  break  from  the  ranks  of  their 
conservative  countrymen— who,  as  will  hereinafter 
appear,  by  means  of  such  corrupt  allurements,  first 
broke  the  line  of  those  rural  home-guards  which  had 
previously  thrown  back  the  power  of  the  insidious 
invader;  and  because  it  was  that  Committee  who 
called  into  existence,  successively,  the  revolutionary 
Congress  of  the  Continent  and  the  yet  more  revolu- 
tionary Provincial  Congress,  whence,  subsequently, 
flowed  that  torrent  of  disorders  and  disasters  over 
which  Westchester-couiitv  has  not  ceased  to  mourn, 
from  that  period  until  the  present.  These  have  been 
consequently  presented,  as  briefly,  however,  as  was 
consistent  with  perspicuity;  and  a more  complete, 
and  precise,  and  accurate  understanding  of  the  details 
of  the  revolution  of  sentiments  within  Westchester- 
couuty,  as  portions  of  that  more  extended  revolution, 
throughout  the  Colony  and  the  Continent,  “in  the 
“minds  and  hearts  of  the  people,”*  it  is  believed,  will- 
therefrom,  be  more  readily  and  more  certainly,  if  not 
more  permanently,  assured  to  the  greater  number  of 
readers  who  shall  resort  to  these  pages. 

Without  the  -lightest  indication  of  tiny  concern  be- 
cause of  the  humiliating  defeat  to  which  it  had  been 
subjected,  in  the  abandonment  of  one  of  the  principal 
of  its  peculiar  and  emphatically  declared  principles, 
and  in  the  acceptance,  in  the  place  of  that  abandoned 
principle,  by  its  own  nominees,  of  one  of  the  pecu- 
liarly antagonistic  principles  of  those  whom  it  had 
persistently  endeavored  to  silence  and  suppress,  on 
the  day  after  the  election  of  the  Delegates  to  the  pro- 
posed Congress,  20,]  the  Committee  of  Cor- 

respondence in  New  York  addressed  a second  Circu- 
lar Letter  to  the  County  Committee,  where  there  was 
one,  or  to  the  Treasurer,  where  there  was  no  Com- 


- “An  Hi't  wy  of  Military  np-Tritions,  from  A}  ril  10,  177.7,  to  Soj-tcni- 
“l«  r 3,  178.’,  is  not  an  History  of  th*;  Am-  ricau  devolution,  any  m re 
“ than  the  Mar* put)  of  Huim  y Military  Uisto.-y  of  Da  i-  ATT,  thuurh 
“ much  esteemed,  is  h llUiory  ot*  the  U-  i^n  of  that  Monarch.  The 
44  devolution  wu<  in  the  min  Is  ami  hearts  of  the  pco;  !•*,  and  in  the 
•‘Uni  -t:  of  thi  ' o!  t ies,  l >th  of  v hirh  woi  sul  stantiallv  efl  t 1 lx  f . 

“ hostilities  commenced.” — i Letter  from  John  Adams  to  J+didlah  ?[  e, 
**  QUINCY,  .V-recVr  'JG,  l>r..“) 
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mittee,  in  each  of  the  several  Counties  in  the  Colony, 
in  which,  after  it  hud  stated  the  election  of  Delegates 
to  represent  the  City  of  New  York,  in  the  proposed 
Congress,  to  he  assembled  on  the  first  of  September 
ensuing,  at  Philadelphia,  it  presumptuously  and  with 
an  assumed  air  of  leadership,  continued,  in  these 
words:  “It  therefore  becomes  necessary  that  the 
“ Delegates  to  represent  the  other  Counties  in  this 
“ province  be  speedily  appointed.  The  Counties  will 
“judge  of  the  propriety  of  confiding  in  the  same  per-  : 
“ sons  only  which  we  have  chosen,  or  to  appoint  such 
“ others  to  go,  with  them,  to  the  Congress,  as  they 
“ may  think  fit  to  depute,  for  that  purpose.  Permit 
“ us  to  observe  that  the  number  of  Delegates  is  imma- 
“ terial,  since  those  of  each  Province,  whether  more 
“ or  less,  will  conjointly  have  only  one  vote  at  the 
“ Congress.  In  order,  however,  that  the  representa- 
“ tion  of  the  different  Counties  may  be  quite  com- 
“ plete,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  your  County 
“ appoint,  with  all  possible  speed,  one  or  more  Dele- 
“ gates  to  joiu  and  go  with  ours  to  the  Congress,  or,  if 
“ you  choose  to  repose  your  confidence  in  our  Dele- 
“ gates,  that  you  signify  such  your  determination,  in 
“ the  most  clear  and  explicit  terms,  by  the  first  op- 
“ portunity,  after  the  sense  af  your  County  can  be 
“ known,  on  so  interesting  a subject.’’  1 

To  this  Circular  Letter  which  was  thus  sent  to  the 
several  rural  Counties  throughout  the  Colony,  only 
six  of  those  Counties  are  known  to  have  paid  the 
slightest  attention,  those  of  Westchester,  Duchess,  and 
Albany  having  respectively  authorized  the  Delegates 
whom  the  City  of  New  York  had  elected,  to  represent 
them,  also,  in  the  Congress  ;2 3 4  while  those  of  Kings, ;1 
Suffolk, 1 and  Orange,5  respectively,  sent  Delegates  of 
their  own  appointment.;  and  Kiclimond,  Queens,  Ul- 
ster, Cumberland,  Gloucester,  Charlotte,  and  Tryon, 
respectively,  did  not  manifest  the  slightest  interest  in 
the  subject.6  For  the  purposes  of  this  work,  only  the 
action  of  the  County  of  Westchester,  on  that  Circular 
Letter,  can  be  noticed  in  this  place. 

As  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  evidently  in- 
tended that  only  the  united  action  of  the  entire 
County,  in  every  instance,  should  be  invited,  on  the 
subject  of  appointing  Delegates  to  the  proposed  Con- 
gress, it  is  not  probable  that  the  sentiments  of  the  in- 


1  Draft  of  the  Circular  Letter  to  the  Committee  or  Treasurer  of  the 
different  Comities,  “New  Yukk,  July  20,  1774,"  appon-L-cl  to  the 
Minutes  of  the  Committee,  “Nf\v  York,  July  28,  1774." 

See,  also,  Lieutenant- governor  Colden  to  Governor  Tryon , “Spring 
“ Hill  2 August  1774.’’ 

- Credentials  of  those  Delegates — Journal  of  the  Congress,  “Moinlav, 
“ September  5,  1774.  ’ 

3 Credential  of  Simon  Boer  not — Journal  of  the  Congress,  “Saturday, 
“ October  1,  1774." 

4 Credential  of  William  Floyd — Journal  of  the  Congress,  “ Monday, 
“ September  5,  1774.” 

$ Credential  of  Henry  Ifisner — Journal  of  the  Congress,  “ YVedi  *s<hty, 
“September  14,  1771,  and  that  of  John  Herring — Journal  of  the 

“ Ctaigrtss,  “Monday,  September  20,  1774,  A.M7” 

* Lieutenant-governor  Colden  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth , “New  York, 
* 7th  September,  1774." 


dividual  Towns,  on  any  other  subjects,  were  consid- 
ered desirable,  or  were  expected  to  be  ascertained,  or, 
if  ascertained,  were  desired  to  be  given  to  the  public, 
lie  that  as  it  may,  for  some  reason,  if  more  than  four 
Towns  in  Westehcster-countv  took  any  action  what- 
ever, in  response  to  the  Circular  Letter  of  the  Com- 
mittee, concerning  the  political  questions  of  that 
period,  or  for  the  appointment  of  Deputies  to  repre- 
sent the  County  in  the  proposed  Congress,  or  for  any 
other  purpose,  the  record  of  that  action  has  escaped 
the  notice  of  working  historical  students — the  pro- 
ceedings of  .Mamaroueck  were  communicated  directly 
to  the  Committee,  at  New  York,  in  a letter  dated  on 
the  seventh  of  August ; and  those  of  Ledford  were  al- 
so communicated,  directly  to  the  same  Committee,  in 
a letter  dated  on  the  ninth  of  that  month  :’  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Rye  and  those  of  the  Borough  Town  of 
Westchester,  because  of  the  respective  opinions  of 
those  Towns,  on  other  subjects,  which  were  more 
fully  and  formally  expressed,  require  more  particular 
■notice. 

On  the  tenth  of  August,  responsive  to  the  Circular 
Letter  from  the  Committee  in  New  York,  the  Free- 
holders and  Inhabitants  of  Rye,  who  sympathized 
with  that  Committee  in  its  proposal  that  Westchester- 
county  should  appoint  Delegates  to  represent  it  in  the 
proposed  Congress,  met  and  appointed  John  Thomas, 
Junior,  Esq.,  James  Horton,  Junior,  Esq.,  Robert 
Bloomer,  Zeno  Carpenter,  and  Ebenezer  Haviland, 
for  “ a Committee  to  consult  and  determine,  with  the 
“ Committees  of  the  other  Towns  and  Districts  within 
“the  County,”  in  County  Convention,  to  be  assem- 
bled at  the  Court-house,  at  the  White  Plains,  on 
Monday,  the  twenty-second  of  August,  “upon  the  ex - 
“ pediency  of  sending  one  or  more  Delegates  to  the 
“ Congress,  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  first 
“ day  of  September  next.” 

The  Meeting  appears  to  have  patiently  waited, 
without  adjourning,  while  the  Committee  which  ii 
had  appointed,  organized,  by  the  appointment  of 
Ebenezer  Haviland,  as  its  Chairman;  and  considered 
the  great  political  questions  of  the  day ; and  ex- 
pressed its  conclusions  on  those  questions,  in  a series 
of  Resolutions,  in  the  following  words: 

“ This  Meeting  being  greatly  alarmed  at  the  late 
“Proceedings  of  the  British  Parliament,  in  order  to 
“ raise  a Revenue  in  America;  and  considering  their  late 
“ most  cruel,  unjust,  and  unwarrantable  Act  for  block- 
“ ing  u p the  Port  of  Boston,  having  a direct  tendency  to 
“ deprive  a free  People  of  their  most  valuable  Rights 
“and  Privileges,  an  introduction  to  subjugate  the  In- 
“ habitants  of  the  English  Colonies  and  to  render 
“them  Vassals  to  the  British  House  of  Commons  : 

“ Resolve,  I ii:st,  That  they  think  it  their  greatest 
“ Happiness  to  live  under  the  illustrious  House  of 
“Hanover;  and  that  they  will  steadfastly  aud  uni- 
“ formly  bear  true  and  faithful  Allegiance  to  llis 

t }JtnnO<  of  the  Committee,  “New  Vop.k,  Auijiist  2i),  1771.” 
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“ Majesty,  King  George  the  Third,  under  the  enjoy-  ■ 
“ merit  of  their  constitutional  Rights  and  Privileges, 
“as  fellow-subjects,  with  those  of  England, 

“Second,  That  we  conceive  it  a fundamental  part  ' 
“of  the  British  Constitution,  that  no  Man  shall  be  j 
“ taxed  hut  by  his  own  Consent,  or  that  of  his  Repre-  j 
“ aentative,  in  Parliament;  and  as  we  are  by  no  means  | 
“ represented,  we  consider  all  Acts  of  Parliament  j 
“ imposing  Taxes  on  the  Colonies,  an  undue  ex-  I 
“ ertion  of  Power,  and  subversive  of  one  of  the  most  j 
“ valuable  Privileges  of  the  English  Constitution. 

“Third,  That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Meeting 
“ that  the  Act  of  Parliament  for  shutting  up  the  Port 
“of  Boston,  and  divesting  some  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
“ private  Property,  is  a most  unparalleled,  rigorous, 

“ and  unjust  piece  of  Cruelty  and  Despotism. 

“Fourth,  That  unanimity  and  firmness  of 
■“Measures  in  the  Colonies  are  the  most  effectual 
“ Means  to  secure  the  invaded  Rights  and  Privileges 
“ of  America,  and  to  avoid  the  impending  Ruin  which 
■“now  threatens  this  once  happy  Country. 

“ Fifth,  That  the  most  effectual  mode  of  redress- 
“ ing  our  Grievances  will  be  by  a general  Congress  of 
“ Delegates  from  the  different  Colonies  ; and  that  we 
“are  willing  to  abide  by  such  Measures  as  they,  in 
“their  Wisdom,  shall  think  most  conducive  upon 
“ such  an  important  Occasion.” 

These  Resolutions  were  duly  submitted  to  the  Meet- 
ing ; and,  as  the  official  record  says,  they  “ were 
“ unanimously  approved  of;  ” when  the  assemblage 
quietly  dispersed.1 

Those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  questionable 
practices  of  ambitious,  and,  not  unfrequently,  unscru- 
pulous politicians,  will  be  prepared,  without  warning, 
for  the  reception  of  any  modification  of  the  recorded 
features  of  that  Meeting,  at  Rye,  of  which  mention 
has  been,  made — the  first  demonstration,  in  West- 
<hester-countv,  concerning  the  great  political  ques- 
tions of  the  day,  of  which  there  is,  now,  any  existing 
record. 

It  does  not  appear,  nor  is  it  pretended,  that  the 
Meeting  of  “the  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  the 
“Township  of  Rye,”  now  under  consideration,  was 
numerously  attended;  and,  as  it  was  held  during  the 
busiest  season  of  the  agricultural  year,  there  is  no  I 
reason  for  supposing  that  many  were  present.  In  the  j 
same  connection,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  place  of 
meeting  is,  also,  unnoticed  on  the  record.  The  master-  i 
spirit  of  the  assembled  farmers,  whether  many  or  few  | 
in  number,  was  John  Thomas,  Junior,  one  of  a family 
of  officeholders  under  the  Home  and  the  Colonial 
Governments,-  and,  himself,  an  anxious  office-seeker, 


1 Official  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Meeting — Holt's  .Vtr- York 
Jonmnl,  No.  1050,  New-York,  Thursday,  August  18,  1771. 

See,  also,  Gttine’s»AV«r-  York  Gnzttlet  anil  thr  0 '?r  lchj  Mercury  t No.  1102, 
New- York,  Monday,  August  15,  1771,  and  Jiiringtons  AVi c-Y-nk  Ga- 
zetteer, No.  70,  New-Youk,  Thursday,  August  I.-!,  1774. 

-The  Grandfather  of  John  Thomas,  Junior,  was  the  Rev.  John 
"Thomas,  Rector  of  St.  George’s  Church,  Hempstead,  Long  Island,  who, 


from  the  revolutionary  party;1  and  the  well-con- 
sidered and  well-wurdrd  R.—  dutiotis,  as  well-adapted 
lor  the  protection  of  the  father’s  official  positions  as 
for  the  construction  of  others  for  the  son’s  advance- 
ment, and  evidently  the  work  of  a master-hand  which 
was  not  seen  in  the  Committee  nor  in  the  Meeting, 
promote  a suspicion  that  that  Meeting  of  “the  Free- 
“ holders  and  Inhabitants  of  the  Township  of  Rye,” 
the  first  indication  of  West  cluster-county’s  inclina- 
tion to  enter  the  area  of  political  strife,  was  nothing 
more  nor  Jess  than  a movement  in  the  Thomas 
family,  and  for  its  particular  benefit.  Subsequent 
events,  in  connection  with  the  doings  of  those  who 
were  present,  at  that  particular  Meeting,  serve  to 
strengthen  that  suspicion,  if  not  to  confirm  it.* 

While  the  politicians,  in  Rye,  were  discussing,  with 
more  or  less  satisfaction,  i he  result  of  their  doings, 
to  which  reference  has  been  made,  those  in  the  Bor- 


from  his  Ordination,  in  1701,  until  his  deutlg  in  1727,  was  a Missionary 
In  the  employ  ot  the  Society  for  Projmgating  the  Gospel  in  Foreign 
Parts,  in  London.  The  father  of  John  Thomas,  Junior,  was  Hon.  John 
Thomas,  who,  from  lilj  until  the  dissolution  of  the  Colonial  Govern- 
ment, in  1770,  was  a Member  of  tlio  General  A-sombly  of  the  Colony, 
representing  the  County  of  Westchester ; and,  from  May,  1755,  until  the 
dissolution  of  the  Colonial  Government,  in  1776,  ho  was  the  First  Judge 
of  the  Colonial  Court  of  Common  Pl*:as  for  iho  County  of  Westchester — 
both  of  which  offices  could  have  been  held  by  no  one  who  was  not  well- 
disposed  to  the  Colonial  and  Home  Governments;  and  neither  of  which 
was  surrendered  by  him,  while  lie  lived. 

The  following  extract  from  a letter  from  Timothy  Wet  more,  the  Ven- 
erable Society’s  Schoolmaster  at  live,  to  the  Secretary  of  that  bod\ , at 
London,  dated  “ Rye,  May  6,  1 7* J 1 , ' ' affords  additional  evidence  of  the 
political  tendencies  of  the  Thomas  family,  and  of  its  hankerings  after 
the  power  to  manipulate  the  “ patronage  ” of  those  in  authority,  through- 
out Weatchester-county  : “Mr.  Thomas,  who  is  one  of  the  Represent- 
atives in  this  County,  and  who,  in  Governour  He  Laucey’s  time,  bein'*- 
“favoured  with  all  the  Administration  of  all  Offices  in  the  Country,  civil 
“and  military,  by  the  help  ot  whi  h he  has  procured  himself  a large  in- 
terest in  the  County,  especially  in  the  distant  and  new  Settlements, 
“ which  abound  with  a Set  ot  People  governed  more  by  venality  than 
“any  thing  else.  This  Gentleman,  although  one  of  the  Society’s 
“Missionaries*  Sons,  is  so  negligent  and  indifferent  toward  Religion 
“(in  imitation  of  some  of  our  great  Men)  that  it  has  been  a steady 
14  Method  with  him,  for  years,  not  to  attend  Publick  Worship,  perhaps 
“more  than  once  or  twice  in  a year,  whose  example  has  been  mis- 
chievous. This  man  is  not  only  one  of  our  Vestry  (though  very 
“little  esteemed  by  the  true  friends  of  the  Church),  but  has  procured 
“that  the  Majority  of  the  Vestry  are  Men  that  will  be  governed  by 
“him;  several  of  the  Vestry  are  not  of  the  Church;  and  not  one  of 
“them  a communicant  in  the  Church;  accordingly,  the  Chuich  are 
“ not  at  all  consulted  with  regard  to  a successor,’1  to  the  former  Rector 
who  had  died  in  the  preceding  May. 

With  the  father,  ou  the  Bench,  and  in  the  Legislature,  and  in  the 
interest  of  the  Crown,  and  the  sou  in  the  front  rank,  if  not  the  actual 
head,  of  the  revolutionary  element,  what  there  was  of  ir,  within  the 
County,  it  mattered  very  little  to  the  Thomas  family,  w hich  of  the  two, 
the  Crown  or  the  Colonists,  should  become  th  • victors. 

3 John  Thomas,  Junior,  by  this  early  movement  in  behalf  of  the  rev. 
ol u denary  element,  placed  himself  iu  the  front  rank  of  successful  poli- 
ticians in  Westchester-county— he  was  u member  of  the  Committee  of 
the  County,  and  its  Chairman  ; a Member  .f  the  Provincial  Convention, 
representing  Westchester-county,  in  1775;  a Member  of  the  First  and 
Second  Provincial  Congreves,  representing  Wostchester-countv  in  1775 
1776;  Quartermaster  of  the  Second  Westchester-county  Regiment,  of 
which  his  brother,  Thomas,  was  Colonel  ; ami  Sheriff  of  W»- Gt<  liester- 
county,  from  1778  to  1781— his  brothers,  also,  having  been  well  provided 
for,  in  tho  public  service. 

4 See  the  inter  of  liuutc  Giilunj  am!  cighty-thrce  other"  Fre-hahler* 

“am?  Inhabitants  of  line,"  “Rye,  New  York,  September  24,  1774,”  pages 
32,  33,  post. 
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. tilth  Town  of  Westchester,  within  which  the  political 
family  of  Morris  was  seated,1  prepared  to  follow  their 
example.  For  that  purpose,  on  Saturday,  the  twen- 
tieth of  August,  also  in  response  to  the  Circular 
Letter  received  from  the  Committee  of  Correspondence 
in  the  City  of  New  York,  those  of  “ the  Freeholders  i 
“ and  Inhabitants  ” of  that  Borough  Town  who  sympa- 
thized with  that  Committee  in  its  request  that  West-  : 
chester-eounty  should  appoint  Delegates  to  represent 
it  in  the  proposed  Congre-s,  met,  and  appointed 
James  Ferris,  Esq.,  Colonel  Lewis  Morris,  and  Cap-  j 
tain  Thomas  Hunt,  “ a Committee  to  meet  the  Com-  i 
“ mittees  of  the  different  Towns  and  Precincts,  within 
“ this  County,  at  the  White  Plains,  on  Monday,  the  ■ 
“ twenty-second  instant,  to  consult  on  the  expediency  1 
“of  appointing  one  or  more  Delegates  to  represent 
“ this  County,  at  the  general  Congress,  to  be  held  at 
“ Philadelphia,  the  first  day  of  September  next.” 

Like  the  similar  Meeting,  at  Rye,  this  Meeting 
also  waited,  apparently  without  adjourning,  until  its  i 
Committee  was  formally  organized,  by  the  appoint-  j 
meat  of  James  Ferris,  Esq.,  as  its  Chairman,  and  | 
while  that  Committee  considered  the  various  political 
questions  of  the  p>eriod- — “the  very  alarming  Situa- 
tion of  their  suffering  Brethren,  at  Boston,  occa- 
sioned by  the  late  unconstitutional,  arbitrary,  and 
“oppressive,  Act  of  the  British  Parliament,  for 
“ blocking  up  their  Port,  as  well  as  the  several  Acts 
“ imposing  Taxes  on  the  Colonies,  in  order  to  raise  a 
“Revenue  in  America” — and  had  prepared  the  fol- 
lowing Resolutions  expressive  of  the  result  of  its 
deliberations  on  those  very  grave  questions: 

“ First,  Resolved,  That  we  do  and  will  bear  true 
“ Allegiance  to  His  Majesty,  George  the  Third,  King 
“of  Great  Britain,  &c.,  according,  to  the  British 
“ Constitution. 

“ Secoxd,  That  we  coincide  in  opinion  with  our 
“ friends  of  New  York  and  of  every  other  Colony, 
“ that  all  Acts  of  the  British  Parliament,  imposing 
“ Taxes  on  the  Colonies,  without  their  Consent,  or  by 
“ their  Representative,  are  arbitrary  and  oppressive, 
“ and  should  meet  the  abhorrence  and  detesta- 
“ tion  of  all  good  men ; That  they  are  replete  with 
“ the  purpose  of  creating  Animosities  and  Dissensions 
“between  the  Mother  Country  and  the  Colonies; 
“ and  thereby  tend  to  destroy  that  Harmony  aud 
“ mutual  Agreement  which  it  is  so  much  the  Interest 
“of  both,  to  Cherish  and  Maintain. 

“Third,  That  we  esteem  it  our  Duty,  and  think  it 
“ incumbent  on  all  the  Colonies  in.  America,  to  eon- 
“ tribute  towards  the  Relief  of  the  poor  and  distressed 
“ People  of  Boston  ; and  that  a Person  of  this  Bor- 
ough he  appointed  to  collect  such  charitable  Dona- 
“ tions,  within  the  same,  as  may  be  offered  for  their 
“ Support. 


1 ' n!ii  1840,  the  Borough  Town  of  Westchester  included,  within  its 
houn-laries,  the  more  modern  towns  of  Westchester,  West  Farms,  and 
Horrisania. 


“ Fourth,  That  as  a Division  in  the  Colonies 
“would  be  a sure  means  to  counteract  the  present 
“Intention  of  the  Americans,  in  their  Endeavours  to 
“ preserve  their  Rights  and  Liberties  from  the  Invn- 
“ sion  that  is  threatened,  we  do  most  heartily  recotn- 
“ mend  a Steadiness  and  Unanimity  in  their  Meas- 
“ ures,  as  they  will  have  the  happy  Effects  of  averting 
“the  Calamity  that  the  late  tyrannical  Acts  of  the 
“British  Parliament  would  otherwise  most  assuredly 
“ involve  us  in. 

“Fifth,  That  to  obtain  a Redress  of  our  Griev- 
“ ances,  it  has"  been  thought  most  advisable,  in  the 
“ Colonies,  to  appoint  a general  Congress,  we  will  take 
“Shelter  under  the  Wisdom  of  those  Gentlemen  who 
“ may  be  chosen  to  represent  us,  and  cheerfully  ac- 
quiesce in  any  Measures  they  may  judge  shall  he 
“ proper,  on  this  very  alarming  aud  critical  Occasion.” 

These  Resolutions  were  duly  presented  to  the 
Meeting;  and  the  official  record  of  the  proceedings  of 
that  Meeting  tells,  to  all  comers,  they  “were  unani- 
“ mouslv  agreed  to;”  after  which  the  Meeting  was 
dissolved.2 

Because  the  numerous  tenants  and  other  depend- 
ents on  the  Morris  family  were  residents  of  Westches- 
ter, and  not  distant,  there  is  reason  for  the  supposition 
that  the  Meeting  was  well-attended;  and  there  can  be 
no  reasonable  doubt  that  the  proceedings  were  con- 
ducted with  entire  propriety  and  good  order.  But, 
like  the  Meeting  at  Rye,  of  which  mention  has  been 
made,  that  at  Westchester  was  evidently  controlled 
by  a single  master-spirit ; and,  like  the  former,  the 
latter  was,  also,  unquestionably  convened  and  con- 
ducted, not  as  much  for  the  clear  expression  of  the 
uncontrolled  and  intelligent  opinions  of  “ the  Free- 
“ holders  and  Inhabitants”  of  the  Town,  on  the  grave 
questions  which  were  submitted  to  them,  or  for  the 
honest  promotion  of  the  best  interests  of  the  Colony, 
as  for  a preparation  of  the  way  lor  the  return  of  the 
Morris  family  to  place,  and  authority,  and  influence 
j in  the  political  affairs  of  the  Colony,  from  which, 

| through  the  controlling  power  of.  the  De  Lanceys,  it 
had  been,  for  many  years,  entirely  excluded. 

It  is  probable  that  the  other  Towns  throughout  the 
; County,  if  any  such  Towns,  really  or  apparently,  re- 
| sponded  to  the  invitation  of  the  Committee  of  Cor- 
| respondence  in  New  York,  either  contented 
themselves,  like  those  of  Bedford  and  Mamaroneck, 
j with  only  the  elections  of  Delegates  to  the  proposed 
! Convention'"  of  the  County,  without  any  further 
I expression  of  their  sentiments,  or,  if  they  expressed 
; such  sentiments  or  any  others,  that,  in  the  absence  of 
| all  other  than  merely  local  agitators,  they  did  not 
I crowd  those  sentiments  - before  a people  who  were 
| already  surcharged  with  such  wordy  manifestations  ; 
j and  it  remains  only  for  us  to  record  the  additional 

-Official  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Meeting,  in  Game's  AVtr- 
York  Gazette:  awl  the  Weekly  Mercury,  Xu.  1U<4,  X E'V-Yor St,  Monday, 
August  '20,  1774,  and  in  Iiiehujtnn'/i  y-  ic-Yurk  Guzcf/cer,  Xu.  72,  Xew- 
j York,  Thursday,  September  2,  1774. 
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facts  that,  mi  Monday,  tin-  twenty-sr-eond  < , t*  August, 
1771,  a Coiiv.  fitinii  of  • 1 >'-!<-_'at«'t  fV'.in  1 1 1 . • several 
Towns  ami  Districts  of  Wcstchcster-county,  or  from  a 
number  of  them,  was  assembled  in  the  Court-house, 
at  the  White  Plains;  that  Colonel  Frederic  Philipse, 
Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Philipseborough  and  a Member 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Province,  represent- 
ing  the  County  of  Westchester  in  that  body,  was  in  the 
Chair  of  that  Convention  ; 1 2 that  it  was  determined  to 
authorize  a Delegation  to  represent  the  County,  in  the 
proposed  Congress  of  the  Continent,  at  Philadelphia; 
and  that  Isaac  Low,  Philip  Livingston,  James  Duane. 
John  Alsop,  and  John  Jay,  who  had  been  elected  to 
represent  the  City  and  County  of  New  York,  in  that 
Congress,  should  be  duly  authorized,  also,  to  represent 
the  County  of  Westchester,  therein.3 

By  that  determination  and  action  of  its  nominally 
authorized  Convention,  the  County  of  Westchester,  in 
history,  if  not  in  fact,3  placed  itself  abreast  of  the 
most  advanced  advocates  for  the  autonomy  of  the 
British  Colonies  in  America;  and  no  one  can  success- 
fully dispute  the  fact  that  the  Delegates  whom,  the 
records  say,  the  County  authorized  to  represent  it,  in 
the  consultations  and  discussions  and  votes  of  the 


1 “ Card  to  the  Public”  reprinted  in  Force’s  American  Archives,  Fourth 
Series,  i.,  1138, 1189. 

2 Credentials  of  the  Delegates  from  Se\c~  York,  Journal  of  the  Congress, 
<;3Iomlay,  September  5,  1"74.” 

:;The  subsequently  published  disclaimer  f inhabitants  of  Rye  and  oth- 
er circumstances  of  the  same  tendency,  incline  us  to  the  belief  of  what 
Lieutenant-governor  Golden  informed  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  on  that 
genera!  subject,  in  his  Despatch  of  October  5,  1774,  that  “a  great  deal  of 

4 Pains  has  been  taken  to  perswaue  the  Counties  to  chuse  Delegates  for 
44 the  Congress  or  to  adopt  those  sent  by  this  City.  Several  of  the  Coun- 
ties have  refused  t'^  be  concerned  in  the  Measures.  In  Queeu-rCounty 
44  where  I have  a House  & reside  the  summer  Season  six  Persons  have  not 
“been  got  together  for  the  Purpose  and  the  Inhabitants  remain  firm  in 
“their  Resolution  not  to  join  in  the  Congress.  In  the  Counties  that  have 
“joined  in  the  Measures  of  the  City,  I am  inform'd  the  Business  has 
“been  done  by  a very  few  Persons  who  took  upon  themselves  to  act  f.»r 
“the  Freeholders.  A Gentleman  who  was  present  when  the  Delegates 
“were  chosen  in  Orange  County  says,  there  were  not  twenty  Persons 
“present  at  that  Meeting  tho*  there  are  above  1000  Freeholders  in  that 
“ County  : and  I am  told  the  case  was  similar  in  other  Counties  that  it 
“is  said  have  joined  in  the  Congress.” 

In  the  same  connection,  Joseph  Galloway,  when  he  was  examined  be- 
fore the  House  of  Commons,  testified,  that  “I  don’t  think  that  one-fifth 
44  part  have,  from  principle  and  choice,  supported  the  present  Rebellion.” 
* * * “The  last  Delegation  to  Congress,  made  by  the  Province  of 
44  Pennsylvania,  and  the  appointment  of  all  the  Officers  of  that  State,  was 
44  made  by  less  than  two  hundred  Voters,  although  there  are  at  least 
“thirty  thousand  men  intitled  to  Vote,  by  the  Laws  of  the  Province. 
“One  instance  more  I beg  leave  to  give.  Gao  of  the  Delegates  from  the 
44  Province  of  New  York,  (with  whom  I sat  in  Congress  in  1771)  repre- 
“senting  a considerable  District  in  that  Province,  was  chosen  by  himself 
“and  his  clerk  only,  and  that  clerk  certified  to  t lie  Congress  that  he  was 
“unanimously  appointed  ! ” In  a foot-note  to  this  portion  of  that  testi- 
mony, Galloway  added : “ The  people  of  Kings  County  so  much  disap- 
“ proved  of  the  sending  any  Members  to  the  Congress,  that,  although 
“due  Dotice  was  given  of  the  time  and  place  of  Election,  only  two  of 
“them  met:  Mr.  Simon  Boeruni  appointed  his  friend  Clerk,  aud  the 
“Clerk  appointed  >lr.  Boerum  a Delegate  in  Congress,  who  was  the  only 
“Representative  for  that  large  County.” — {Lxaminatl, w,  1 \Sjuue,  1779 — 
The  ELcami nation  of  Jasepn  Galloway,  R*q.,  before  the  JLusc  of'  tJ-jinmons, 
Loudon:  1779,  10,  11. 

See,  also,  Galloway’s  Letters  to  a Soblrman,  Second  Edition,  London  : 
1779,  *21. 


proposed  Congress,  no  matter  what,  in  the  Congress  or 
elsewhere,  the  Joints  of  those  who  composed  that 
1 >ch"Mtion  may  have  been,  were  gentlemen  of  the 
highest  social  standing;  that  some  of  them  were 
gentlemen  of  the  highest  intellectual  powers:  and 
thut  all  possessed  what,  at  that  time,  either  consist- 
ently or  inconsistently,  honestly  or  dishonestly,  they 
publicly  assumed  to  have  been  the  highest  regard  for 
the  welfare  of  the  Colony  and  of  the  Continent.  It 
appears,  however,  notwithstanding  that  apparently 
general  movement,  in  favor  of  the  proposed  Congress, 
among  the  farmers  of  Wcstchcster-county,  or,  at  least, 
a general  acquiescence  therein,  that  there  was  a very 
important  portion  of  them,  individually  respectable 
and  respectable  in  numbers,  who  had  not  been  thus 
influenced;  who,  therefore,  had  not  joined  in  the 
reported  election  of  Delegates  to  the  Convention  ; 
and  who  were  without  any  sympathy  with  those  who 
were  promoting  the  call  for  a Congress  of  the  Conti- 
nent, even  for  consultation  and  mutual  advice.  There 
is  reason,  also,  for  supposing  that  there  were  many 
such  cautious  or  timid  conservatives,  in  each  of  the 
Towns,  if,  indeed,  the  great  body  of  the  inhabitants  of 
each  was  not  thus  disposed  to  maintain  the  conserva- 
tism of  the  past;  that  they  were  not  confined  to  any 
particular  class  of  the  inhabitants  of  those  Towns  ; 
and  that  they  included  holders  of  freehold  properties 
and  of  the  right  of  suffrage  at  the  Bolls  as  well  as 
holders  of  leasehold  properties,  Tenants  on  the 
Manors,  who  held  no  such  political  right — all  of  them 
men  of  intelligence  and  respectability.  A specimen 
of  the  dissent  referred  to,  may  be  seen  in  the  follow- 
ing disclaimer,  which  was  published  in  the  news- 
papers of  the  day  : 4 

“Bye,  New  York;  September  24,1774. 

“ We,  the  Subscribers,  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants 
“of  the  Town  of  Bye,  in  the  County  of  Westchester, 
“being  much  concerned  with  the  unhappy  Situation 
“of  public  Affairs,  think  it  our  Duty  to  our  King  and 
“Country,  to  Declare  that  we  have  not  been  con- 
“cerned  in  any  Resolutions  entered  into  or  Measures 
“ taken,  with  regard  to  the  Disputes  at  present  sub- 
sisting with  the  Mother  Country;  we  also  testify 
“our  dislike  to  many  hot  and  furious  Proceedings,  in 
“consequence  of  said  Disputes,  which  we  think  are 
“more  likely  to  ruin  this  once  happy  Country,  than 
“remove  Grievances,  if  any  there  are. 

“ We  also  declare  our  great  Desire  and  full  Reso- 
“ lution  to  live  aud  die  peaceable  Subjects  to  our 
“ Gracious  Sovereign,  King  George  the  Third,  aud  bis 
“ Laws. 


“ Isaac  Gidney, 
“Abraham  Wetmore, 
“John  Collum, 
“Henry  Bird, 


William  Armstrong, 
James  Hams, 
Thomas  Thaell, 
Dennis  Lary, 


* Iiivingt on  * St  to-  York  Gazetteer,  No.  78,  Npav-Yokk,  Thursday,  Octo- 
ber 13,  1774. 
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Robert  Merrit, 

Roger  Purdy, 

“ Roger  Merrit, 

Gilbert  Brundige, 

Dane  Anderson, 

Joseph  (.'lark, 

“John  Willi-*, 

James  ( irdney. 

“ Nehemiah  Sherwood, 

James  I'urdy, 

“ William  C'rooker, 

John  Adee, 

“ A ndrew  Carhart, 

Nathaniel  Purdy, 

“Seth  Purdy, 

Joseph  Wilson, 

“ Disburv  Park, 

Benjamin  Willson, 

“ Major  James  Horton, 

James  Hart, 

“ Nathaniel  SnitFen, 

Silemon  Halsted, 

“ Sol.  Gidney, 

James  Budd, 

“ Bartholomew  Hains, 

Thomas  Kniffen, 

“ Gilbert  Hains, 

Gilbert  Merrit,  Esq. 

“Joshua  Purdy, 

John  Carhart, 

“ James  Wetmore, 

Israel  Seaman, 

“ William  Brown, 

William  Hull, 

“ Joseph  Purdy, 

Capt.  Abraham  Bush, 

“Jonathan  Budd, 

Andrew  Lion, 

“ Ebenezer  Brown,  Jun., 

James  Jamisson, 

“Henry  Slater, 

Thomas  Brown, 

“ Andrew  Knitfeu, 

Gilbert  Thaell,  J un., 

“Thomas  Wilson, 

Joseph  Merrit,  Jun., 

“ Timothy  Wetmore,  Esq., 

Jonathan  Gedney, 

“ Daniel  Erwin, 

John  Guion, 

“ Roger  Park, 

Elijah  Plains, 

“ Roger  Kniffen, 

John  Aflrey, 

“John  Hawkins, 

Hack.  Purdy, 

“Andrew  Merrit. 

Charles  Thaell,  Esq., 

“ Archibald  Tilford, 

John  Kniffen, 

“ Adam  Seaman, 

John  Park, 

“ Rievcrs  Morrel, 

Joshua  Gedney, 

“Abraham  Miller, 

Ebenezer  Brown.* 

“Jonathan  Kniffen, 

John  Slater, 

“John  Buvelot, 

Benjamin  Kniffen, 

"Gilbert  Thaell, 

Nehemiah  Wilson, 

“ Isaac  Brown, 

Gilbert  Morris,  Jr., 

“ Peter  Florence.” 

Those  who  are  acquaint 

:ed  with  the  methods  which 

are  very  often  employed  by  audacious  partisans  or  by 
those  more  insidious  supporters  of  a questionable 

proposition,  for  the  inst 

ruction  of  an  opponent  in 

what  way  to  do  or  to  say 

what,  if  left  to  himself,  he 

would  not  think  of  either  saying  or  doing,  in  any 
manner,  will  be  very  likely  to  concur  in  the  suspicion 
which  prevails,  that  the  following  papers,  each  of 
them  supplementary  to  the  above-recited  disclaimer 
and  declaration,  were  the  reasonable  results  of  such, 
not  always  gentle,  social  or  political  or  ecclesiastical 
or  financial  pressure  as  is,  very  generally,  seen  among 
the  methods  to  which  reference  has  been  made. 

“Rye,  October  17th,  1774. 

“ We,  the  Subscribers,  having  been  suddenly  and 
“ unwarily  drawn  in,  to  sign  a certain  Paper  pub- 
lished in  Mr,  Rivington’s  Gazetteer , of  the  13th 
“instant;  and  being  now,  after  mature  deliberation, 
" fully  convinced  that  we  acted  preposterously,  and 
w ithout  adverting  properly  to  rhe  Matter  in  dispute 


! “between  the  Mother  Country  and  her  Colonies,  are, 
I “therefore,  sorry  that  we  ever  had  any  concern  in 
“said  Paper;  and  wo  do  by  these  Presents  utterly 
! “disclaim  every  part  thereof,  except  our  expressions 
“of  Royalty  to  the  King  and  Obedience  to  the  con- 
stitutional Laws  of  the  Realm. 


“ Abraham  Miller, 
“Adam  Seaman, 

“ Andrew  Carehart, 
“ John  Carehart, 

“ Gilbert  Brundige, 
“John  Willis, 
“James  Jameson, 
“Gilbert  Merrit.”  1 


William  Brown, 
Isaac  Anderson, 
William  C'rooker, 
Andrew  Lyon, 
John  Ballot, 
John  Slater, 
Israel  Seaman, 


The  following  very  cautiously  worded  Card,  ap- 
pended to  a full  copy  of  the  disclaimer  and  declara- 
tion, dated  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  September, 
which  bore  the  signature  of  Timothy  Wetmore, 

I Esquire,  was  published,  forty  days  afterwards: 

“The  above  Paper,  like  many  others,  being  liable 
“ to  misconstruction,  and  having  been  understood,  by 
“ many,  to  import  a Recognition  of  a Right  in  the 
“ Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  to  bind  America,  in  all 
“ cases  whatsoever,  and  to  signify  that  the  Colonies 
“ labour  under  no  Grievances,  which  is  not  the  Sense 
“I  meant  to  couvev,  I think  it  my  Duty  to  explain 
“ my  Sentiments  upon  the  Subject,  and  thereby  pre- 
“ vent  future  Mistakes 

“It  is  my  Opiuiou  that  the  Parliament  have  no 
“ Right  to  Tax  America,  tho’  they  have  a Right  to 
“ regulate  the  Trade  of  the  Empire.  I am  further  of 
“Opinion  that  several  Acts  of  Parliament  are  Griev- 
“ances;  and  that  the  execution  of  them  ought  to  be 
“ Opposed,  in  such  Manner  as  may  be  Consistent  with 
“ the  Duty  of  a Subject  to  our  Sovereign  ; tho’  I can- 
“ not  help  expressing  my  Disapprobation  of  many 
“ violent  Proceedings,  in  some  of  the  Colonies. 

“ Dated  the  3d  of  November,  1774. 

“ Timothy  Wetmorf..”  - 


The  organization  of  the  Congress  of  the  Continent, 
and  its  Proceedings,  as  far  as  it  permitted  those  Pro- 
ceedings to  be  made  public,  and  the  series  of  papers 
which  it  sent  forth,  in  behalf  of  the  complaining  Colo- 
l nies,  form  important  portions  of  the  world’s  history 
I which  need  not  he  repeated,  in  this  place.  It  will  not 
j be  improper,  however,  to  notice,  in  this  connection, 
the  fact  that  two,  if  no  more,  of  the  Delegates  who 
represented  the  revolutionary  portion  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  Westchester-county,  in  that  Congress,  were 
actively  associated  with  Joseph  Galloway,  whom 
history  has  regarded  as  a “ volunteer  spy  for  the 
“ British  Government,”  * in  a measure,  proposed  in  the 

1 'Ririwjtun's  yew- Yvrk  No.  79,  Now-York,  Thursday,  Octo- 

ber 20,  1774. 

I 2 3 Jiii'ingtoii  s Sew- York  Gazetteer,  So.  $2,  New-York,  Thursday,  So\eUt- 
! ber  1 >,  1774. 

3 Bancroft’s  History  rfth * United  States,  original  edition,  vii. , 120;  th e 
j same,  centenary  edition,  iv.,  292. 
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interest  of  the  Crown,  which  the  Congress  not  only  ' 
rejected,  with  contempt,  hut  would  not  permit  to  be 
laid  on  its  table  nor  to  be  recorded  on  its  published 
Journal;1 *  that  one  of  those  two  Delegates  was  sul.»~e-  ' 
quently  discovered  to  have  been  quite  as  deeply  im- 
plicated in  a perfidious  communication  of  the  secret  j 
proceedings  of  the  Congress,  with  quite  as  earnest  a ’ 
sympathy  for  the  King  and  the  Government,  as  Joseph  1 
Galloway  is  known  to  have  been  ; * and  that  the  other 
Delegate  referred  to  signalized  himself,  throughout 
the  entire  period  occupied  by  the  Congress,  not  only 
by  his  earnest  advocacy  of  “the  insidious  proposi- 
“ tion  ” of  Joseph  Galloway,  offered  and  supported  in 
the  interest  of  the  Crown,  but  by  his  unceasing  oppo- 
sition to  every  assertion  of  republican  principles  and 
by  his  equally  untiring  support  of  whatever  sustained 
the  existing  power  of  the  aristocracy  and  the  time- 
hallowed  prerogatives  of  the  Crown  and  the  Parlia- 
ment3 4— he  has  not,  indeed,  been  found  to  have  been, 
directly,  in  the  service  of  the  Colonial  Government ; 
but  lie  is  known  to  have  been  the  willing  associate  j 
and  confidential  friend  of  those  who  were  actively  1 
employed  in  that  service  ; and  in  their  loyal  labors,  in  } 
behalf  of  their  recognized  Sovereign,  he  is  known,  ; 
also,  to  have  been  their  open  and  untiring  and  most  J 
distinguished  co-worker,1  concealed  from  the  light  of  ! 
open  day,  however,  by  the  vote  of  secrecy  which  his 
friends  and  associates  did  not  hesitate  to  disregard,  in 
the  presence  of  the  official  representative  of  the 
Crown,  who  was,  also,  their  political  master.  It  has 
been  usual  to  screen  the  latter  of  the  two  Delegates 

l “ With  a heart  full  of  loyalty  to  my  Sovereign,  I went  into  Congress — 
‘and  from  that  loyalty  I never  deviated,  in  the  least.  I -proposed a Plan 
“ of  Accommodation  in  the  Congress,  agreeable  to  my  L - traction *; — some 
“ of  rhe  best  men,  and  men  of  the  best  fortunes,  espoused  the  Plan,  and 
“drew  with  me.” — {Examination  of  Joseph  G'dloicuy  before  the  llov.ee  of 
Commons,  IS  Jane,  1770,  London  : ITT'.1,  47-54.) 

“ His  scheme”  framed  ‘’in  secret  concert  with  the  Governor  of  »w 
lt  Jersey  and  with  Golden  of  New  York,”  “ held  outahope  of  Continental 
41  Union,  which  was  the  long' cherished  policy  of  New  York  ; it  was  sec- 
“ondod  by  Duane  and  advocated  by  Jay,  but  opposed  by  Lee  of  Yir- 
“ginia.” — iBancrofc's  History  of  the  United  States,  original  edition,  vii., 
140,  141  ; the  same,  centenary  editiou,  iv.,  4 2.) 

“ The  scheme  was  intended  to  perpetuate  the  dependence  of  the  C<>lo- 
“ uies  on  Lugland  : and  was  proposed  with  r lie  approbation  of  the  loy 
“alist  Governors,  Franklin  of  New  Jersey,  and  Golden  of  New  York,  i 
“Galloway  urged  it  in  an  elaborate  speech  ; and  it  was  supported  by  . 
“ Duane,  Jay,  and  Edward  Km  ledge.  It  was  not  only  rejected,  however,  I 
“ but  the  menhers  came  at  last  to  view  it  with  so  much  odium  that’ the  ! 
“Motions  in  relation  to  it  were  ordered  to  be  expunged  from  the  ./<*»»/•-  ; 
“ n<d*.  This  result  w;is  an  end  to  the  loyalist  influence  in  Congress.” — | 
(Fro.thinglw.mS  Rise  of  the  Uepnldir,  Boston:  1-72,  'Ji*7. 

j^ee,  also,  Hildreth's  Hi»'"ry  of  the  Cniud  States,  First  Series,  iii., -16;  j 
Firkin’s  History  •>/'  th“  1 ’uited  States,  i.,  2 DO,  -GO;  Jones  s lL>ionj  of  .Vir  j 
Yfl;  duriny  thr  hertdntionury  UTir,  ii.,  I'M;  etc. 

- Vide  pages  *2*5,  *27,  ante. 

3 Johu  Jay  opposed  some  of  the  extremely  democratic  utterances  of  Pat- 
rick Henry,  very  properly;  hut  he  opposed,  also,  the  utterance  of  Roger  1 
Gherman,  when  that  plain  man  “ deduced  allegiance  from  consent,”  a>ho 
continued  to  oppose  that  democratic  dogma,  throughout  his  entire  life,  j 
The  aristocratic  Richard  Henry  Lee  was  in  harmony  with  him  ; but  the 
demi*oratic  element  of  the  Congress  was  widely  opposed  to  him,  in  all  , 
his  fundamental  propositions. 

4 Vide  the  extracts  from  Galloway’s  E>‘\<ninatio»,  Bancroft's  History  of  j 
the  l lilt'd  St i ties,  and  Frothiuglnim's  l:,-rof  the  Itontldi-:,  in  Note  l,page  1 
31.  above. 


from  tin*  censures  of  h and  to  regard  him  as 

peculiat  Iv  pure  ami  virti  ou-.  as  u man  an* l as  a p..li- 
ti'  iaii ; hut,  as  ha- Ix'vii  well-said  by  allot her,  “ there 
‘*ari*  no  tricks  in  plain  and  simple  faith.” 

It  will  not  he  impropi.r  to  notice,  also,  in  this  con- 
nection, that  the  proceedings  and  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Congress  were  not,  by  any  means,  unani- 
mously accepted  and  approved,  either  by  the  several 
Colonial  Assemblies,  or  by  the  several  Towns  through- 
out the  Colonies,  or  by  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Towns, 
individually;  and  that,  in  many  instances,  that  dissent 
was  made  known  to  the  world,  in  terms  which  could 
not  be  mistaken.  Indeed,  no  intelligent  person  can 
arise  from  a careful  and  dispassionate  examination  of 
the  unquestionable  authorities  which  have  come  down 
to  us,  concerning  the  origin  of  that  Congress,  the 
expressed  purposes  for  which  it  was  called, its  organi- 
zation, the  extent  of  authority  which  was  delegated 
to  the  several  Delegations  of  which  it  was  composed, 
and  the  action  of  those  Delegations,  within  the  Con- 
gress, without  having  been  entirely  convinced  that 
the  Congress  was  not  a legally  constituted  body,  cre- 
ated in  pursuance  of  Law,  and  entitled  to  recognition, 
in  law  or  in  fact,  by  any  individual  Colonist  or  by  any 
legally  organized  body,  of  arty  class ; 3 that,  ou  the 
contrary,  it  was  nothing  else  than  a voluntary  associa- 
tion, in  which,  every  member  acted  entirely  on  his 
individual  responsibility,  without  possessing  or  acquir- 
ing the  slightest  right,  in  law,  to  exact  obedience  from 
any,  beyond  what  each,  for  himself,  had  already  spe- 
cifically consented  to  yield  ; that  it  was  proposed  and 
organized  only  for  consultation  and  advice  and  united 
action,  within  the  well-defined  limits  of  the  Law  of 
the  Land ; that  no  authority  was  vested  in  it,  by  its 
several  constituencies,  to  assume  and  exercise  any 
legislative  functions  whatever,  to  publish  decrees 
equivalent  to  Statutes,  to  require  obedience  to  such 
decrees,  nor  to  order  the  infliction  of  penalties  where 
there  should  be  any  disobedience  to  its  enactments; 
that,  to  the  extent  of  its  action  beyond  the  letter  of 
the  authority  which  had  been  delegated  to  it  and  as 
far  as  that  action  was  in  violation  of  existing  Statutes, 
it.  acted  in  open  violation  of  the  clearly  expressed 
loyalty  of  its  several  constituencies,  of  its  own  osten- 
tatious pretensions  of  fealty  to  the  Sovereign,  and  of 
that  obedience  to  the  fundamental  Laws  of  the  King- 
dom, an  alleged  violation  of  which  fundamental 
Laws,  by  the  Parliament  and  the  Ministry,  constituted 
the  gravamen  of  its  denunciations  of  the  Government, 
and  the  spirit  of  its  own  exis  ence;  that,  to  that  extent, 
also,  it  was  revolutionary  : and,  to  that  extent,  there- 
fore, it  gave  reasonable  cause  for  discontent,  and  dis- 


5  Although  this  is  not  likely  t*t  be  disputed,  by  any  one,  it  may  be 
proper  to  state  that  it  was  not  claimed  to  have  been  so,  by  those  who 
promoted  the  cull  f<*r  it — ” it  i>  all  wed  by  the  mo>t  Intelligent  among 
“them,  that  these  u-smi  Miv$  of  the  People  are  illegal  and  may  be  danger* 
“ous,  but  they  deny  that  they  are  unconstitutional  when  a nut'mnal 
“grievance  cannot  otherwise  In.  removed.” — {I.bvteu*n,t-ijf>rt  , nor  (.'dibit 
to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  “ Nkw  YoRKlat  June,  1774.") 
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M’nt,  anil  alarm,  among  those  who  hail  not  been  prom- 
ised such  a result;  among  those  wli  < were  not  inclined 
to  be  crowded  into  insurrection,  without  their  consent ; 
and  among  those  whose  best  interests  and  whose 
families’  best  interests  rested  on  a continued  peace 
throughout  the  Colouies  and  on  a due  attention  to 
their  own  affairs. 

The  purposes  of  this  work  afford  no  warrant  for  a 
more  extended  narrative  than  we  have  given  of  the 
really  varied  designs  of  those,  in  other  Colonies  than 
in  that  of  New  York,  who  promoted  the  assembling  of 
a Congress  of  the  Colonies  ; nor  of  the  intrigues  of 
those  who,  some  for  one  purpose  and  some  for  another, 
desired  to  become  members  of  that  body  ; nor  of  the 
objects  for  which  it  was  specially  invited  and  con- 
vened; nor  of  the  influences  which  controlled  it,  after 
it  was  convened,  and  which  transformed  it  from  that 
instrument  for  securing  a peaceful  redress  of  those 
grievances  of  which  the  Colonists  had  complained, 
that  lieconciliation  with  the  Mother  Country  which 
was  “ most  ardently  desired  by  all  good  men,”  that 
Harmony  and  good  Will  between  Great  Britain  and 
her  Colonists  which  only  a very  few  revolutionists,  in 
some  of  tiie  Colonies,  did  not  anxiously  hope  for,  and 
that  general  Peace  which  would  have  restored  pros- 
perity and  happiness  to  both  the  Colonist's  and  the 
inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  for  securing  all  of  which 
and  for  no  other  purpose  whatever  it  had  been  specifi- 
cally invited  and  convened,  into  an  instrument  for  the 
violation  of  the  rights  of  individuals  and  of  property, 
previously  regarded  as  sacred,  and  for  the  promotion 
of  Insurrection  and  of  Revolution  and  of  Rebellion, 
of  War  and  of  Devastation  and  of  Ruin,  and  these 
for  nothing  else  than  for  the  advancement  of  individ- 
ual and  sectional  interests,  for  none  of  whicli  latter 
purposes  was  there  more  than  a handful  of  reckless 
advocates,  in  any  of  the  Colonies,  and  against  which, 
with  the  exception  of  the  handful  of  “fire-eaters”  of 
that  period,  to  whom  we  have  referred,  there  was,  in 
each  of  the  Colonies,  nothing  else  than  a firm  and  un- 
divided opposition,  in  which  every  sect  and  every  fac- 
tion aud  every  party  were  sincerely  united.  All  these 
must  be  left  for  elucidation  by  other  hands,  in  other 
works  ; hut  we  may  be  permitted  to  say,  here,  in  brief, 
that,  since  what  were  regarded  as  grievances,  of  which 
complaints  had  been  made  and  which  were  sought  to 
be  redressed,  were  peculiarly  of  a commercial  or  mer- 
cantile character,  the  disaffection  of  the  Colonists,  in 
New  York,  because  of  those  alleged  grievances,  was 
confined  to  the  commercial  and  mercantile  centres, 
the  two  Cities  of  New  York  and  Albany,  without  af- 
fecting or  disturbing  the  peace  of  or,  indeed,  exciting 
any  particular  interest  within,  the  rural  Counties, 
within  the  Colony  ; that,  in  consequence,  whatever 
means  were  resorted  to,  by  those  of  the  commercial 
and  mercantile  classes,  within  those  business  centres 
ami  among  those  who  were  or  who  supposed  they  were 
ncirrieved,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a redress  of 
tiivir  alleged  grievances — of  which  means  the  pro- 


posed Congress  of  the  Colonies,  honestly  or  dishonest- 
lv,  was  said  to  have  been  one — were  sustained  and  ad- 
vanced, within  those  business  centres,  with  an  almost 
entire  unanimity  among  their  inhabitants  and  with 
all  the  energy  and  determination  which  self-interest, 
largely  developed,  can  arouse  among  active,  ambi- 
tious, unscrupulous,  and  wealthy  men  ; while,  among 
the  agriculturists  and  small  country  traders,  none  of 
whom  had  been  or  were,  in  the  slightest  degree,  ag- 
grieved by  the  Colonial  policy  of  the  Home  Govern- 
ment,— among  whom,  therefore,  there  was  no  disaffec- 
tion, because  of  that  policy  ; and  whose  individual 
interests  would  be  more  advanced  and  better  secured 
by  continued  quiet,  throughout  the  Colony,  than  by 
unrest  and  political  excitement— there  was  an  entire 
and  generally  prevailing  indifference  to  the  well-told 
complaints  of  the  commercial  and  mercantile  classes, 
within  the  Cities,  as  well  as  to  the  means  for  obtain- 
ing a redress  of  their  particular  grievances,  to  which 
those  metropolitan  Merchants  and  Traders  had  re- 
sorted, of  all  of  which,  the  complaints  as  well  as  the 
means  employed,  these  hard-handed  rustics,  with  few 
exceptions,  know  almost  nothing,  and  in  none  of 
whicli,  the  grievances  or  the  means  employed  for  the 
redress  of  those  grievances,  did  they  possess  even  the 
slightest  personal  interest.  Each  of  these  two  classes 
of  Colonists,  in  New  York,  the  commercial  and  mer- 
cantile classes,  within  the  two  Cities,  and  the  agricul- 
tural and  dependent  classes,  throughout  the  country 
—the  former  assuming  to  have. been  aggrieved  by  the 
Home  Government  and  originating  means  for  the  re- 
dress of  those  alleged  grievances,  on  the  one  hand; 
the  latter  wholly  indifferent  to  the  complaints  of  the 
metropolitan  Merchants  and  Traders  and  to  the 
various  means  resorted  to,  by  them,  in  their  efforts  to 
effect  a removal  of  those  grievances,  on  the  other 
hand — was  sincere,  in  maintaining  what  it  did  main- 
tain, since  each  was  prompted  and  controlled  by  noth- 
ing else  than  by  its  own  personal  interests;  and  what 
was  really  “patriotism,”  the  interests  of  the- aggregate 
body  of  the  Colonists  regardless  of  the  interests  of 
any  individual  or  class  of  those  Colonists,  in  either  of 
those  classes,  if  they  were  patriotic  on  any  other  sub- 
ject, had  no  part  nor  lot  in  this  matter. 

The  Congress  of  tire  Colonies,  as  the  reader  will 
remember  and  as  we  have  stated,  was  one  of  those 
means  which  were  resorted  to,  by  the  aristocratic, 
anti-revolutionary  commercial  and  mercantile  classes, 
within  the  City  of  New  York  and  by  those 
Traders  whose  seat  was  at  Albany,  for  the  purpose,  it 
was  alleged,  of  securing  a peaceful  redress  of  what 
those  Merchant,  and  Traders  were  pleased  to  consider 
as  grievances — in  other  words,  for  the  removal  of 
those  restraints  on  that  ‘ ' illicit  trade”  in  which  they 
had  been  so  long,  so  corruptly,  and  so  successfully 
engaged,  which  the  Home  Government  had  recently 
interposed,  with  more  than  usual  efficiency;  and  for 
the  exoneration  of  that  lawlessness  and  reckless  de- 
struction of  property,  bv  mobs  who  had  been  in- 
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spired  :ni«i  • i i !>*<••  • ■• ! liy  < ■ mi : r1  > ’.  1 ! ri _r  members  of  those 
emu  ..ri  ;.ii  ,i.i  : in- 1'  sniil-  ‘ 1 - r ivlin  li  property 

tile  local  authorities  had  m-giected  or  declined  to 
compensate  the  owners — and,  besides  the  indifference 
of  the  farmers,  who  constituted  a vastly  great  major- 
ity of  the  adult  males  who  were  permanent  residents 
of  the  Colony,  which  we  have  described,  it  encoun- 
tered, from  its  inception,  the  earnest  and,  active  and 
unscrupulous  handful  of  “fire-eaters,”  within  the 
City  of  New  York,  because  ot  the  moderate  temper  in 
which  it  had  been  proposed  ; because  of  the  disre- 
gard of  the  pretensions  of  tiie  Town  of  Boston,  with 
which  they  were  in  harmonious  correspondence  ; and 
because  the  authors  and  promoters  of  the  project  of 
convening  such  a Congress  had  disregarded  the  as- 
pirations of  some  of  those  “fire-eaters”  for  places  in 
the  Delegation  who  would  be  sent  to  that  Congress, 
as  representatives  of  the  Colony  of  New  York  ; and, 
reasonably  enough,  it  encountered,  also,  the  opposition, 
direct  and  decided,  of  that  very  small  number  who 
personally  constituted  the  Colonial  Government,  and 
by  some  of  those  who  occupied  places  of  honor  and 
emolument  under  its  authority,  and,  most  zealously 
of  all  these,  by  those  hungry  sycophants  of  authority 
— hangers  ou  of  that  Colonial  Government  who  never 
failed  to  “ sneeze,  whenever  it  took  snuff”— the 
aggregate  of  whom  was  powerless  in  its  legitimate 
opposition  because  of  the  smallness  of  its  num- 
bers. 

Notwithstanding  the  direct  opposition  of  the  little 
clique  of  fire-eating  revolutionists  and  that  of  the 
larger  and  more  influential  circle  of  the  Colonial 
Government  and  its  adherents— “ friends  of  Govern- 
“ inent,”  as  they  called  themselves — and  the  chilly 
indifference  of  the  great  body  of  the  farmers,  consti- 
tuting the  vast  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Colony,  that  Congress  of  the  Colonies  was  convened 
under  the  auspice.?  of  those  among  whom  it  was 
originated  ; was  turned  from  the  pacific  purposes  for 
which  it  had  been  called,  into  others  which  were 
revolutionary  in  their  character ; and  was  dissolved, 
to  take  its  place  in  the  history  of  that  very  eventful 
period.  The  “ fire-eating  ” few  who  had  succeeded 
in  effecting  that  radical  change  in  its  character  and 
in  securing  from  it  an  acquiescence  in  their  revolu- 
tionary purposes,  were,  of  course,  well  pleased  with 
the  results  of  the  movement.  The  Colonial  Govern- 
ment and  its  adherents  were,  of  course,  none  the  less 
antagonistic  to  it,  because  they  were  powerless  to 
suppress  the  growing  revolt  or  to  protect  the  Colonists 
from  the  effects  of  the  revolutionary  action  of  the 
Congress.  The  farmers  throughout  the  Colony  con- 
tinued their  agricultural  labors  in  continued  indiffer- 
ence, unmindful  of  that  approaching  catastrophe 
which  was,  so  very  soon  afterwards,  to  overwhelm 
themselves  as  well  as  others  and  to  involve  all,  alike, 
in  one  common  niin  of  every  tiling  which  was  or 
which  could  be  dear  to  them.  Of  those  commercial 
and  mercantile  classes  among  whom  the  Congress 


had  originated  and  by  whom  it  had  been  fostered, 
very  many  disapproved  the  violence  of  its  declared 
policy — of  that  policy  which  had  closed  lue  doors  to 
all  hopes  for  Reconciliation  and  Peace,  and  which 
had  opened  the  doors,  invitingly,  to  Revolution  and 
Rebellion,  to  War  and  Kuiu — and  drew  back  from 
those  who  continued  to  -n-iain  the  Congress  and  who, 
then,  were  preparing  to  enforce  its  decrees;  while  the 
latter  portion  of  those  classes,  allied  with  the  revolu- 
tionary faction  whom  those  commercial  and  mercan- 
tile classes  had  previously  declined  to  recognize  and 
for  whom,  individually  and  collectively,  only  that 
superficial  respect  which  practical  politicians  have 
always  entertained  for  those,  of  lower  ranks  of  so- 
ciety, whom  they  have  sought  to  employ  as  the 
means  of  their  own  advancement  to  place  and  influ- 
ence and  wealth,  was  entertained,  proceeded  to  en- 
force, by  fair  means  or  by  foul,  the  various  decrees, 
thinly  disguised  a.s  “ recommendations,”  which  the 
Congress  had  enacted. 

The  memory  of  those  readers  whose  hairs  of  gray 
reveal  the  advent  or  the  presence  of  old  age,  will  be 
very  likely  to  compare  all  these  circumstances  with 
similar  circumstances  which  have  occurred,  within 
our  own  country  and  within  the  period  of  their  own 
personal  recollections ; and  to  the  practical,  personal 
knowledge  of  that  hoary  headed  tribunal  we  may 
safely  refer  all  these  movements  and  counter-move- 
ments for  the  advancement  or  the  obstruction  of  pre- 
determined and  unholy  revolt,  for  its  intelligent  judg- 
ment. The  glamour  of  success  may  have  made  all 
these  transactions,  before  the  Congress  was  convened 
and  while  it  was  in  session  and  after  its  dissolution, 
appear  to  have  been  possessed  of  ditferent  characters 
from  those  which  they  really  possessed  ; the  diligence 
of  personal  descendants,  whose  best  claim  to  distinc- 
tion among  men  rests  only  on  the  apocryphal  fame  of 
their  ancestors,  actors  in  those  events,  may  have 
transformed  the  pigmies  and  the  political  tricksters 
and  those  who  were  without  honor  or  honesty  or  man- 
liness, of  that  period,  into  great  men  and  patriots  and 
men  of  virtue,  of  integrity,  and  of  personal  upright- 
ness";-but,  notwithstanding  all  these  fictitious  inter- 
positions, the  Truth  remains,  unchanged  and  un- 
changeable. 

Among  the  conservative  farmers  of  Westell  ester- 
county.  generally,  it  is  believed  that  the  result  of  the 
Con  stress  was  not  satisfactory — as  will  be  seen,  here- 
after, some" of  the  most  influential  of  them,  who  had 
heartily  approved  the  popular  movement  for  the  re- 
dress of  the  Colony’s  grievances,  and  who  had  ear- 
nestly united  with  their  countrymen  in  calling  the 
Congress,  were  forced  to  the  seeming  inconsistency  of 
open  dissent;  and  there  was  significance  in  that  dis- 
sent, while  such  other  communities  as  the.  Towns  of 
Hollis,  in  New  Hampshire;1  Marshfield,  in  Massa- 
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Darien,7  Norwalk.* 1’  ReiUliiig,-’  Staiulonl,1"  New  Mil- 
loril,11  Morris,1-  Plymouth,1  ‘Salisbury, 11  etc.,  indeed  the.* 
entire  western  portion  of  the  Colony, u in  Connecticut ; 
Oyster  Bay,1*  Jamaica,17  Shawangunk,1*  all  those  in 
liichinond-couuty,19  in  New  York,  and  many  others/” 
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T!oir**l:iy,  February  9,  1775,  reprinted  in  Force '*  Amerirnn  Arrhi.-s, 
K>nrti:  Sorit*.-},  i.f  1177,  1778;  Ext  met  of  u Utter  from  Ih^bm  to  a Gentle- 
tu  f»  i <»  New-York,  January-  2G,  1775,  reprinted  in  the  tutnm  work,  i., 
117*.  •'ilitnjs  of  the  Tumi,  in  legal  Town-Meeting,  2hth  February, 
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- l <n  i -iliiij*  of  the  Tomi , in  Special  Town-Meeting,  30th  January, 
177*>,  published  in  Rie>ngton' s Nor- York  Gozett^er,  No.  94,  New- York, 
Thursday,  February  2,  1775.  and  reprinted  in  Force's  Amencm.  Archives, 
Fourth  Series,  i.,  120*2,  1203;  Cord  signed  by  tn-i  nty-niio  of  the  Inhabit- 
*in /.«,  “Ridgefield,  Connecticut,  February  2,  1775,”  reprinted  in  the 
eame  work,  i.,  1210  ; Ib'oceedings  of  Adjourned  Town-Meeting,  April  10, 
1775,  reprinted  in  Hurd '$  History  of  • Fairrield-connty,  Connecticut,  CfJ  ; 
the  saute  work,  050,  053  ; Teller's  History  of  liidgrjiehl,  Com.,  45,  46. 

a l proceedings  of  the  Town , in  Town-Meeting,  “Newtown,  Connecti- 
** cvt,  February  G,  1775,”  published  in  Riringtoii's  New-York  Gazetteer, 
No.  97,  New -York,  Thursday,  February  23,  1775,  re-printed  in  Force’s 
Anirrictn  Archives,  Fourth  Series,  i.,  1215;  Hurd’s  History  of  F»irritld- 
cottntif , 465. 

4 Hurd’s  History  of  Fairfield*  on nt u,  76,  79,  and  the  Petition  for  Harbor 
Guard,  dated  January  14,  1777,  which  is  therein  reprinted. 

4 Hurd's  History  of  F i i rn eld-county,  373,  374,  and  the  Charges  mode 
ojain.it  Jtev.  Jonathan  Murdock,  Pastor  of  the  IVVs<  Society,  dated  July 
12,  1784,  printed  therein  ; Mead's  History  of  Greenwich,  153,  154. 

6 Proceedings  of  the  Town , in  legal  Town-Meeting,  February  6,  1775, 
in  Riringtou  s New-  York  Gazetteer,  Nc.  97,  New-York,  Thursday,  Febru- 
ary 23,  1775,  reprinted  in  Force’s  American  Archives , Fourth  Series,  i., 
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10  Huntington's  IFdury  of  Etc  mfjrd,  205  ; Hurd's  History  of  Fairfield- 
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II  Pretest  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  N-  w Milford,  February  27,  1775,  reprinted  in  Force's  American 
Archive,,  Fourth  Series,  i.,  1270;  History  of  Lilch field-county,  Connecticut, 
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some  of  them  by  formal  Votes,  in  legal  Town-meet- 
ir  _s  mill  all  of  them,  in  practise,  also  declared  their 
disapproval  of  the  revolutionary  measures  adopted  by 
the  Congress  and  recommended  by  it,  to  be  enforced 
in  the  several  Colonies. 

While  the  more  conservative  portions  of  the  Colo- 
nists, in  opposition  to  the  Home  Government,  were 
earnestly  laboring  to  maintain  themselves  in  the  lead- 
ership of  the  political  elements  of  the  Colony,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  to  secure  a redress  of  the  grievances 
to  which  the  Colony  had  been  subjected  and  to  effect 
an  honorable  reconciliation  between  the  Colonies  and 
the  Mother  Country, 'the  revolutionary  portion  of  the 
same  body  of  Colonists,  strengthened  by  the  accession 
to  their  number,  of  those,  recently  of  the  opposite 
portion,  who  were  endeavoring  to  pose,  for  office- sake, 
both  as  aristocrats  and  as  democrats,  as  might  best 
suit  successive  audiences,  nominally  intent  on  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  same  euds,  was  really  employed 
in  zealously  promoting  measures  which  were  better 
adapted  to  the  defeat  of  itself,  in  whatever  it  should 
really  seek  to  accomplish,  in  the  interests  of  peace. 

On  the  seventh  of  November,  James  Duane,  who 
had  already  distinguished  himself,  in  connection  with 
John  Jay  and  Joseph  Galloway,  as  everything  else 
than  an  honest  promoter  of  anything  which  was  rev- 
olutionary in  its  tendencies,  pandered  to  the  revolu- 
tionary spirit  which  pervaded  the  revolutionary  por- 
tion of  the  unfranchised  inhabitants  of  the  City, 
through  whose  influence  he  liad  once  been  elevated 
to  a seat  in  the  Congress  and  through  whose  contin- 
ued influence,  only,  a similar  favor  might  he  secured, 
in  the  near  future — that  James  Duane  submitted  a 
Resolution  to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  in 
the  City  of  New  York,  for  the  election,  by  the  Free- 
holders aud  the  Freemen  of  the  City,  of  eight  persons 
in  each  Ward,  for  the  purpose  “of  observing  thecon- 
“ductof  all  Persons  touching  the  Association  " [of  Non- 
importation, and  Non-Exportation,  and  Non- Consump- 
tion'] “entered  into,  by  the  Congress,”  against  Great 
Britain  and  her  Colonies,  and  for  the  purpose,  also, 
of  publishing  the  names  of  all  those  whom  that  Com- 


^ iiir.mans  Hisioririd  (AdUctams-  of  the  part,  sustained  by  Connecticut, 
during  ti,.  11  'nr  of  tin  Revolution,  18,  84,  (‘>70. 

L-  tier  from  Oyster-bay  to  James  Riringtou,  from  “ A Spectator,"1  de- 
' rising  a Meeting  of  ninety  Fn.-eLu  Mere  of  that  Town,  on  the*  thirtieth 
of  December,  1774.  (Riringtoii's  N ic-Y<o-k  Gazetteer,  No.  90,  New  York, 
Thursday,  January  5,  1775.) 

1 Declaration  of  ninety-ow  Freeholders  and  forty- jive  other  principal 
h ihifantH  of  Jamaica,  ‘'Jamaica,  January  27,  1775,”  in  Lic<mj(>,n'$  New- 
V,rk  Gazetteer,  No.  94,  Nf.v> -York,  Tin: reday,  February  2,  1775. 

Card,  dated  “ Ulster-county,  New  York,  February'  11,  1775,”  pub- 
iinhi-d  in  Force’s  American  Archives,  Fourth  Series,  i.,  1230. 

■ ' P’fsrdiny*  >g  the  ifoiitw  litre  of  Observation  <>f  F' iznbethU.nvn,  New 
Jer>ryt  February  13,  1775,  published  in  Holt's  New-York  Journal,  No. 
D • • , New-York,  Thursday,  February  16,  1775;  and  those  of  tlie  Com- 
mi: tee  K r Observation  for  the*  Township  of  Woodbridge,  New  Jersey, 
" <•'•*!)  it  mix;?.,  'February  2d,  1775,”  published  in  Force's  American 
•«,  Fourth  Series,  i.,  1249,  each  providing  for  “boycotting’  the 
v.-4-i  n Inlanders. 

Ii'-utetiaut-yopervor  Golden  to  the  Furl  of  Dartmouth,  “New  York. 
- 3«74;”  the  same  ta>4he  same,  “New  York,  December  7,  1774;” 


the  same  to  Governor  Tryon,  “New  Y’ork,  Dec.  7,  1774  ;”  Governor 
Gage  to  the  siime,  “ Boston,  December  15,  1774  ; Joseph  H-edto  Josiah 
Quincy,  Junior,  “ Philadelphia,  November  G.  1774  ;”  Proceedings  of  a 
Meeting  of  Freeholders  of  MidiltescS-county,  Ntw  Jersey,  “according  to  a 
“Nolice,”  January  3,  1775,  reprinted  in  Force's  American  Archives, 
Fourth  Series,  i.,  Ul S3  ; Proceedings  of  Town  of  Ifirusi-dde,  Massachusetts. 

i in  Town-Meeting,  January  4,  1775,  reprinted  in  the  same  work,  i.,  1092; 
Letter  from  Georgia  to  a Gentleman  in  New  York , dated  February  16, 
1775;  reprinted  in  the  same,  i.,  1160;  Proceedings  of  the  General 
Committee,  [establishing  non-intercourse  with  Georgia]  “ Charlestown, 
“South  Carolina,  February  8,  1775  ;’’  Duchess-n,,unty  [New  York] 
Association,  January  18,  1776  ; Letter  to  James  liivington , dated  “ Flush- 
ing, in  Queen’s  County.  L.-no-Islanp,  Jun.  14,  ’ published  in  JNr- 
ingtons  Neio  York  Gaz<  Uet  r,  No.  92,  New-York,  Thursday,  January  19, 
1775;  Letter  to  the  same,  dated,  “Newtown  on  Long  Island,  Jan.  12, 
! “ 177  .;,’  published  in  the  same  issue  of  that  paper  ; I.-  tt-  - to  th»  same  from 
I Vlster-c  atn/y,  New- York , published  in  the  same  paper,  No.  93,  Ntw- 

I*  York, Thursday,  January  26,  1775  : Letter  t . the  same,  from  Duche*-*- 
cuunty,  published  in  the  same  paper.  No.  95,  New  York,  Thursday,  Fvb- 
ruary  9,  1775  ; etc. 
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mittee  should  condemn,  for  Living  violated  that  As- 
sociation, inonler  “ that,  thenceforth,  thejcirti'  - to  the  j 
“said  Association  should  respectively  break  oil' all  d>  al- 
“ings  with  him  or  her" — in  moremodern  phraseology,  ; 
in  oriler  that  the  alleged  offender,  whether  guilty  or 
innocent  of  auy  violation  of  law,  on  the  mere  con- 
demnation of  a local  Committee,  on  whom  individual  ; 
animosity  or  local  prejudice  might  exercise  a greater 
power  than  either  justice  or  equity  could  control,  : 
might  be  promptly  boycotted,  in  all  his  or  her  busi-  j 
ness  relations,  and,  thereby,  be  involved  in  disaster 
and  ruin.  At  the  same  time,  John  Jay,  Peter  T.  Cur-  ' 
tenius,  Isaac  Low,  and  James  Duane  were  appointe  d 1 
to  prepare  a Circular  Letter  to  the  different  Counties,  j 
recommending  them,  also,  to  appoint  similar  “Coin- 
“mittees  of  Inspection,”  “agreeably  to  the  provisions 
“of  the  eleventh  resolve  of  the  Congress.”  1 

“Some  difficulties  having  arisen  relative  to  the  Ad- 
vertisement published  by  the  Committee,  for  ehoos-  j 
“ing  a Committee  of  Inspection  in  other  words,  j 
the  handful  of  professional  politicians  who  assumed  \ 
to  represent  the  unfranchised  Mechanics  and  j 
Working-men  of  the  City,  having  repudiated  the  j 
limitations  imposed  by  the  Congress,  and  insisted  j 
that  the  votes  of  the  great  body  of  the  inhabitants,  as  ! 
well  as  those  of  the  Freeholders  aucl  Freemen,  of  the 
City,  should  be  received,  in  the  election  of  the  pro- 
posed Committee  of  Inspection — an  interview,  between 
the  leaders  of  those  plebeian  and  revolutionary  claim- 
ants of  political  authority  and  their  aristocratic  and 
conservative  neighbors  of  the  Committee  of  Corre-  j 
spondence, was  invited  by  the  latter;2  and,  on  the  fol- 


1  ^fhiutes  of  the  Q.nnmitte?  of  Correspondence,  “ Nlw-Yobk,  November  j 

7, 1774.*’ 

The  eleventh  Resolution  of  the  Congress,  referred  to  in  the  text,  | 
provided  “that  a Committee  be  chosen  in  every  County,  City,  and  1 
“ Town,  by  those  who  are  qualified  to  vote  for  Representatives  in  the  | 
“ Legislature,  whose  business  it  shall  be  attentively  to  observe  the  con- 
4t  duct  of  all  persons,  touching  this  Association  ” [of  Xoa-Tmpryrtation,  t 
So  )i  - Con  vt  m pti  on , t.nol  Xou-jy port  of  ion,] ; “ and  when  it  shall  be  made  ; 
“ to  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  a majority  of  any  such  Committee,  that 
“any  person  within  the  limits  of  their  appointment  has  violated  j 
“this  Association1*  [ whether  he  may  have  commuted  to  if,  or  nt-t]  “ that  i 
“ such  majority  do  forthwith  cause  the  truth  of  the  case  to  be  published  '• 
“in  the  Gazette,  to  the  end  that  all  such  foes  to  the  Rights  of  British  j 
“America  may  bo  publicly  known  and  universally  contemned,  as  the 
“ enemies  of  American  Liberty;  and,  thenceforth,  we  respectively  will 
“ break  Aff  all  dealings,  with  him  or  her.” 

The  reader  will  judge  how  ill-adapted  such  a “smelling  Committee  ” 
as  was  thus  ordered,  in  every  Town,  must  have  been,  to  promote  har- 
mony among  the  Colonists,  or  to  give  support  to  those  who  were  -'••■king  ; 
a redress  of  the  grievances  of  the  Colonies  and  a restoration  of  harmony 
between  the  Colonies  aDd  the  Mother  Country. 

2 Minutes  of  the  Committee  of  C’/rrespondenre,  “Nf.w  You k,  November  : 
“ 14,  1774  ; Letter  front,  the  Cumwi/fee  of  0 - .o'-  'V  Or1  >hith*  j 

of  Mechanics,  t;  Committee  Chamrer,  November  14,  1774.“' 

The  uncertainties,  if  nothing  else,  of  political  office-seeking,  and  the  1 
tricks,  if  nothing  else,  of  office-seekers,  during  that  eventful  period.  may 
be  seen,  although  they  may  net  be  entirely  understtxxl,  in  a comparison 
of  the  contemptuous  manner  in  which  the  aristocratic  Committee  had 
spurned  the  democratic  Committee,  when  it  was  proposed  that  the  Iatr-  r 
should  be  consulted,  in  the  nomination  of  the  ticket  f r Members  of  the 
proposed  Congress,  (Minute*  of  the  former,  June  and  July  -1,  1774,) 
with  the  eagerness  with  which  the  aristocratic  nominees  on  that  ti  k r,  | 
very  goon  afterwards,  repudiated  the  fundamental  principle  maintained  j 


lowing  day  [November  15,  177 1,]  such  an  interview 
was  had;  hut  riot  until  the  Committee  of  Correspon- 
dence, meeting  separately,  had  ordered  “that,  when 
“a  Committee  for  carrying  the  Association  of  the.  C<m- 
“ <jre*s  into  execution  shall  hcelected,  this  Committee 
“ do  consider  themselvf.s  as  dissolved;  and  that  this 
“ Resolution  be  immediately  made  public.”’ 

It  was  thus  acknowledged  by  that  Committee 
which  had  been  originated  in  the  memorable  Caucus, 
at  Sam.  Francis’s,  six  months  previously,  and  which 
had  been  subsequently  organized,  with  so  much  osten- 
tation, at  tiie  Coffee-house,  nominally,  for  the  promo- 
tion of  “ the  common  cause  ” of  the  Colonies, in  their 
reasonable  dispute  with  the  Home  Government;  but, 
more  surely,  for  the  protection  of  the  conservative 
and  aristocratic  elements  of  the  City’s  population 
from  the  already  unwelcome  and  yet  more  threatened 
aggressions  of  those  which  were  more  democratic  and 
revolutionary  in  their  inclinations;  and,  less  promi- 
nently, but  most  surely,  for  the  advancement  of  the 
individual  purposes  of  those  who  were  its  originators 
and  master-spirits — by  that  hitherto  respectable  Com- 
mittee of  Fifty-one  which  no  longer  represented, 
without  wavering,  those  political  principles  on  which 
it  had  been  originally  founded  and  for  which  it  had 
resolutely  contended,  not  always  unsuccessfully ; 
which  was  no  longer  controlled  by  those  who  even 
appeared  to  be  actuated  simply  by  an  unselfish  de- 

by  their  own  organization,  un  i accepted  that  of  their  plebeian  neigh- 
bors’ organization,  in  order  to  secure  the  support  of  that  body,  at  the 
Polls,  and  to  assure  their  electiwn,  (Correnpoiuleuce  between  Abraham 
Brasher  atnl  others,  a Committee , and  Philip  Liriugetou  and  others,  nominee* 
for  the  office,  Juiy  2G  and  27,  177-4  j : and  with  the  voluntary  in* 
from  the  aristocratic  to  the  dt-nux ratio  Committee,  to  meet  in  conference, 
in  the  instance  mentioned  in  the  text,  when  the  primary  movement  was 
to  be  made,  toward  the  election  of  another  Delegation,  to  meet  in 
another  Congress,  in  the  ensuing  May.  If  the  reader  will  closely  watch 
the  successive  events,  iu  that  connection,  ami  notice  the  final  result,  he 
will  see,  also,  how  well  the  consolidation  of  aristocracy  and  democracy, 
into  one  mass  of  political  conglomerate,  for  the  advancement  in  authority 
of  particular  men,  accomplished  that  purpose,  the  interests  of  the  Colo- 
nies and  those  of  political  honesty,  in  the  meanwhile,  h.iving  been  en- 
tirely disregarded. 

:J  Minute*  of  the  Committee,  “New  York,  November  15,  1774.’’ 

Judge  Jones,  in  his  History  of  X-  n-  Y>>rk  (hiring  the  Jiecohtfinnant  Wnrt 
(i.f  ?4,)  said,  “ This  Committee  met  frequently,  and  violent  Resolutions 
“were  proposed,  but  ever  rejected.  Mr.  Low  and  the  republicans  of  the 
“ Committee  finding  it  not  to  answer  Their  purpose,  actually  dissolved 
“it,  and  nominated  one  of  their  oven,  without  an  election  or  the  lea*t 
“notice  to  the  Citizens.  Mr.  Low  continued  Chairman.  They  acted  a> 
“a  legal  body,  legally  chosen,  and  lined,  imprisoned,  robbed,  and  ban- 
“ished  His  Majesty's  loyal  snbh  cts  with  a vengeance.’'  As  will  bo 
seen,  hereafter,  the  Judge  was  in  error,  win-u  he  supposed  and  stated 
that  tiie  second  Committee,  that  of  “ Inspection,”  was  not  elected,  and 
was  created  secretly,  without  notice  t"  the  Citizens.  On  the  contrary, 
the  two  factions  of  the  Opposition,  in  tin-  City,  h:\viug  been  ci*ns«  li  dated 
in  order  to  secure  such  a result,  that  “Committee  of  Inspection” 
was  elected  by  “ u respectable  numhc  *f  th*?  Freeholders  and  Freemen 
“of  this  City,  assembled  at  the  City  Hall,  where  the  Flection  was  con- 
ducted under  the  inspection  of  several  of  the  Vestrymen”  of  the 
City. 

The  unquestionable  records  of  the  doing*  of  both  Committees,  as  well 
ns  all  knowii  authorities  brought  down  from  that  period  and  relating 
thereto,  abundantly  prove  that  th*re  is  nothing  whi  h was  inaccurately 
stated,  in  any  other  portion  of  the  statement,  notwithstanding  the  learned 
Editor  of  the  Judge's  work,  singularly  c-m-ugh,  appears  to  entertain  a dif- 
ferent opinion  on  that  subject. — [Xotes  to  the  1!  >t  <ry,  i , 43S.) 
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, tv  t > promote  t ! i < ■ common  weal  ; ami  which  had 
hoc n invaded,  it’ it  was  not,  then,  controlled,  hy  those, 
nf  the  opposite  and  less  comely  faction  of  the  party  j 
,,f  the  Opposition,  with  whom  the  majority  of  its 
members,  bv  a formal  vote,  had  already  declined  to  j 
affiliate — that  its  mission  was  completed,  and  that  its 
original  authority  and  power,  through  corrupt  in- 
fluences with  which  it  was  not  unacquainted,  had 
passed  into  other  hands.  Tt  had,  indeed,  asserted  \ 
and  successfully  maintained  those  conservative  poli-  j 
tieai  principles,  directly  antagonistic  to  the  more 
revolutionary  political  principles  which  the  men  of  j 
If.ston  had  asserted  and  insisted  on,  which  it  believed  j 
to  have  been  better  adapted  for  the  promotion  of‘‘tbe  j 
“common  cause  ” and  for  that  of  the  besc  interests  of  j 
the  Colonies;  and,  for  the  further  promotion  of“  that  j 
"common  cause,”  consciously  or  unconsciously,  it  had  j 
unselfishly  prepared  a way  for  the  advancement  of  i 
those,  within  itself,  who  coveted  place  and  its  pre-  | 
rogatives,  by  nominating  them  for  seats  in  the  Con-  } 
gress  of  which  it  had  been  the  originator  and  the  un-  ■ 
yielding  promoter.  It  liad  seen,  however,  the  nomi- 
nees of  its  selection,  with  one  exception,  barter  that  j 
fundamental  principle  which  it  had  especially  1 
cherished,  for  the  votes,  at  the  Polls,  of  those  whom 
it  had  previously  declined  to  recognize  as  parties  in  j 
the  struggle ; it  had  subsequently  seen  those  nomi- 
nees, after  their  election,  as  members  of  the  Delega- 
tion from  New  York,  concur  in  the  adoption  of  ! 
measures  which  it  had  already  declined  to  approve  j 
and  which  were  nothing  if  they  were  not  aggressive  ! 
and  revolutionary  ; and,  at  last,  it  had  seen  the  party  i 
of  the  Opposition  crowded  toward  Rebellion,  by  the 
Congress  of  its  own  creation;  and  its.  own  whilom  j 
master-spirits  in  conservative  exclusiveness,  anxious 
for  a further  advancement  in  place-holding  and  for  ( 
the  promotion  of  that  particular  purpose,  joining  ; 
hands  with  the  principal  supporters  of  what  was,  very  ' 
clearly,  only  democratic  and  revolutionary.  There 
was  a fitness,  therefore,  that  those  of  the  Committee 
who  had  honestly  and  unselfishly  opposed  the  ag- 
gressions of  the  Home  Government,  should  cease  to 
allow  their  names  and  whatever  influence  those 
names  might  possess,  to  be  used  by  those  who  had 
betrayed  the  confidence  which  had  been  reposed  in  ! 
then-,  directly,  for  the  advancement  of  their  own  per- 
sonal ends,  and,  indirectly',  for  the  promotion  of  Revo- 
lution, if  not  for  that  of  Rebellion  ; and  there  was  a j 
peculiar  fitnes-,  also,  that,  whatever  those  conservative  j 
members  of  the  Committee  of  Fifty-one  should  do  or  j 
decline  to  do,  in  the  interests  of  the  Colonists  and  of  j 
the  Colony,  they  should  not  remain,  associated  with,  if 
not  controlled  by,  those  of  the  opposite  faction  of  the  , 
confederated  party  of  the  Opposition,  whose  ultimate  , 
object,  very  clearly,  was  nothing  else  than  the  ad-  j 
W'.mement  to  place  and  political  authority  of  those; 
'■'ho  were  its  leaders,  even  if  that  advancement  should 
made  at  the  cost  of  ti  Revolution  and  of  a Civil  i 
^ ar.  The  Committee  of  Correspondence  did  well,  ! 


therefor*-,  in  thus  providing  for  ifs  own  dissolution, 
without  permitting  itself  t.»  in-  ■ rov.  ded  out  ol  it*  ex- 
istence by  that  faction  of  its  own  political  party  for 
whom  it  had,  generally,  no  respect — by  that  faction 
of  that  party  of  the  Opposition,  hitherto  its  only  poli- 
tical antagonist,  which,  then,  appeared  with  John 
Jay  and  James  Duane,  lately  two  of  the  Committee, 
among  its  nominal  leaders. 

The  result  of  the  interview  which  the  Committee 
of  Correspondence  had  thus  invited — one  of  the  high 
contracting  parties  rapidly  approaching  its  own  disso- 
lution, with  only  twenty-three  of  its  fifty-one  mem- 
bers present,  and  with  eiglit  of  the  twenty-three 
predestinated  by  their  associates  to  an  early  retire- 
ment: the  other  of  the  two  parties  to  the  conference 
flushed  with  that  most  recent  and  most  important  of 
its  victories  over  the  aristocracy  of  the  City — was  a 
determination  to  nominate  sixty  persons  who  should 
be  agreeable  to  both  the  Committee  of  Correspondence 
and  the  Committee  of  the  Mechanics,  all  of  whose 
names  should  be  submitted  to  the  Freeholders  and 
Freemen  of  the  City,  at  a Meeting  to  be  called  for 
that  purpose,  at  the  City  Hall,  for  their  approval  and 
election  ; 1 all  of  which  was  evidently  done  and  com- 
pleted, on  the  twenty-second  ot  November,  exactly  in 
conformity  with  the  programme  which  the  two  poli- 
tical “rings”  of  that  period,  consolidated  for  the 
purpose  of  promoting  their  mutual  political  interests, 
had  already  prepared  and  promulgated. - 

There  is  abundant  evidence  concerning  the  peculiar 
zeal  of  that  new-formed  Committee  of  Inspection — 
sometimes  styled  “ The  Committee  of  Sixty,”  and 
at  others,  “ The  Committee  of  Observattox  ” — in 
the  discharge  of  its  self-imposed  duties  f but,  generally, 
the  purposes  to  which  this  work  is  specially  devoted 
do  not  require  a more  extended  notice  of  them,  in  tins 
place.  Those  purposes  require,  however,  that  men- 
tion shall  be  made  of  the  fact,  in  this  connection,  that 
whatever  the  Circular  .Letters  which  were  sent  to 
Westehestev-county,  by  the  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence or  by  any  other  body,  for  tire  purpose  of 

1 iVoceeditifj*  of  the  Conference  with  the  Connnittce  of  Jlecfmuic*,  in  the 
Minute*  of  the  Committee  of  Coirre^mtohiice,  “New  York,  November  15, 
“ 1774." 

- Holt’s  Xeic-  York  Journal,  No.  lfit‘4,  New-Yokk,  Thursday,  November 
24,  1771;  and  Itieiutjloii's  Xiic-  York  Gazette  r,  No.  $4,  New-\ OUK,  Thurs- 
day, November  24,  3775. 

“The  first  Thing  done  by  the  People  of  this  place  in  consequence  of 
“the  Resolutions  of  the  Congress,  was  the  dissolution  of  the  Committee 
“of  51,  in  order  to  choose  a new  Committee  of  Inspection,  to  carry  the 
“ Measures  of  the  Congress  into  effect.  A Pay  was  appointed  by  Adver- 
tisement for  choosing  sixty  Persons  to  form  this  Committee.  About  30 
“or  40  Citizens  only  appeared  at  tho  Election,  A chose  the  60  who  had 
“been  previously  named  l*y  the  former  Committee.  I can  no  otherwise 
“ my  Lord  account  f« *r  the  very  small  number  of  People  who  appeared  on 
“ this  occasion,  than  by  supposeing  that  the  Measures  of  the  Congress 
“are  generally  disrelished.1* — {Li'Utenaut-ejn\rnor  Col  den  to  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth,  No!  0,  “New  York,  December  7th,  1774.”) 

3 Lieutenant-governor  L\dden  to  Contain  ^[••n'aaue,  “New-YoRk,  $ Feby, 
“1775;”  the  to  Gen-ral  Gag*,  “ New-York,  2'hh  Febry,  1775;”  tho 
e to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  “New  York,  1st  March,  1775  Jones's 
History  of  .\  ‘W  )'<-rk  during  the  It-  colntion.u  y U"»«r,  i.,  31  ; Leake 4 3 Tern  ir 
of  General  J<d\a  0.ni\bi  'J7  ; etc. 
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eiili-'iii.r  ! i • • r fanners  in  the  .support  and  ex.  cation  of  , ‘ 
the  Association  or  of  any  other  of  the  measures  or  j 
recommendations  of  the  recent  Congress,  may  have  1 
been  or  may  have  proposed,  they  were  evident iv  en-  : 
tirelv  disregarded ; and  that,  at  least  as  recently  as 
the  early  Winter  of  1774-7'),  there  was  not  sulfb  lent 
interest,  friendly  to  the  revolutionary  movements  j 
which  were  so  deeply  exciting  the  inhabitants  of  the 
neighboring  City,  within  any  portion  of  that  rural 
County,  to  do  even  the  paltry  service  of  circulating 
those  Circular  Letters  throughout  the  Towns ; al- 
though there  were  a few,  a very  few,  who  were  begin- 
ning to  look  favorably  on  those  movements,  and  to 
talk  and  write,  in  the  support  of  them.  We  shall 
notice  all  of  these  earlier  demonstrations  of  which  we 
possess  any  information,  since  they  were  the  small 
beginnings  of  that  Revolution,  within  the  County  of 
Westchester,  of  which  so  much  has  been  said  and 
written. 

The  first  of  these  was  a Letter,  in  support  of  the 
revolutionary  movements  and  in  answer  to  the  tracts 
of  “A.  IE  Fanner ,”  which  had  made  so  much  excite- 
ment, throughout  the  Colonies.  It  was  written  by  a 
W caver  and  published  in  Holt’s  New-  York  Journal,  ‘ 
No.  1608,  New- York,  Thursday,  December  22,  1774. 
Tlie  Editor  assured  his  readers  that  it  was  actually 
‘‘written  by  a working  Weaver,  who  lived  in  Harri- 
son’s Purchase;1  and  it  was  in  these  words: 

“ To  the  city  and  country  inhabitants,  of 
the  province  of  New  York. 

“ Friends,  and  fellow  mortals. 

“T’HE  division  between  Britain,  and  her  Colo-  j 

F nies,  is  very  alarming;  but  what  I think  i 
“ would  be  more  alarming,  is  a division  between  the  in-  j 
“ habitants  of  the  colonies  ; the  effect  of  which  we  have 
“ from  holy  writ,  that  a house  divided  again -it  itself, 

“ cannot  stand.  I have  seen  -a  pamphlet  printed  by 
“ Mr.  Rivington,  entitled  the  Country  Former,  which 
“ seems  to  be  calculated  to  throw  all  into  confusion, 

“ & to  no  other  end  ; and  artfully  to  gain  his  point, 

“ as  a Fanner,  he  addresses  himself  to  the  Farmers, 

“ and  their  wives;  he  tells  the  latter,  they  cannot 
“ treat  a neighbour  with  a dish  of  tea  ; and  that  will 
“ be  a dreadful  thing  indeed  ; to  the  former,  hesaith, 

“ their  produce  will  rot  on  their  hands,  and  they  can-  i 
“ not  pay  their  weaver,  &c.  Being  a Wearer  myself,  ! 

“ and  tho’  they  be  generally  poor,  still  they  are  as 
“ useful  a set  of  men,  as  any  in  the  world,  and  so  will 
‘‘  remain,  as  long  as,  from  the  King  to  the  peasant, 

“ all  are  born  naked.  I therefore,  would  beg  leave 


1 “The  public  may  be  assured,  that  the  following  letter  ia  the  produc- 
tion of  a real,  and  not  a fictitious  weaver  in  West  Chester.  It  is  the 
“offspring  of  an  honest  warmth  in  the  cause  of  his  country  : and  tho' 
“hi.-'  sentiments,  and  remarks,  appear  in  a homespun  dress,  they  never- 
theless are  not  without  force,  and  we  presume,  will  contribute  to  the 
“entertainment  of  our  readers. ’’ — {Editorial.  inlmtlncf>>ry  m th>.  letter  <f 
the  TIVu ?•"/•„) 


“'to  say  a word  in  answer  to  our  pretended  Farmer, 
‘and  make  no  doubt  but  the  lowness  of  stile  I shall 
‘ speak  in,  will  be  excused,  when  it  is  considered  that 
‘ a man  may  be  a profound  Weaver,  and  no  gram- 
‘ marian  ; and  being  a useful  branch  of  mankind  as 
‘ above,  ought  to  have  the  privilege  of  speaking  in 
‘ his  own  stile.  If  so,  then  my  first  answer  to  our 

• Fmnrr  is,  that  we  Weavers,  and  T believe  I may 
4 say  most  of  other  trades  too,  cannot  live  without 
‘ meat,  bread  and  clothing,  all  which  I shall  gladly 
‘ take  in  exchange  for  my  labour;  and  If  I could 
‘ earn  more  at  the  year’s  end,  than  a supply  for  my 
4 family,  I would  be  content,  (at  this  troublesome 
4 period,  which  our  Farmer  sets  up  for  such  a terror) 

4 to  have  my  employer  say  to  my  creditor.  / owe 
4 the  Wearer  so  much,  which  I will  engage  to  pay  to  you, 

4 u-hen  I can  sett  mg  produce.  It  may  be  my  creditor 
4 may  answer,  tli>  produce  will  suit  me,  and  then  all 
4 will  be  well ; but  if  not,  the  promise  will  answer  at 
4 this  time,  with  every  creditor  that  hath  any  spirit  of 
4 patriotism.  Now  to  the  wires,  I would  address  my- 
4 self  as  follows,  viz.  to  remember  when  their  parents 
4 were  first  placed  in  the  garden,  that  it  was  said  to 
4 the  woman,  yea,  hath  God  said  ye  shat!  not  eat  of 
1 every  tree  of  the  garden  ? but  the  woman  was  pre- 
4 vailed  on  by  a deceiver,  to  disobey  the  command, 

4 and  to  eat.  But  0 1 the  consequence  1 and  so  like- 
4 wise,  a deceiver  now  says  to  you  what ! are  you  de- 
‘ nied  the  pleasure  of  drinking  tea  7 But  I beg  of  you 
4 not  to  be  now  deceived,  nor  prevailed  on  to  bring 
4 ruin  and  slavery  on  your  country  and  posterity,  by 

• tasting  of  that  detestable  herb,  which  hath  already 
' been  the  cause  of  so  much  confusion.  But  if  you 
4 will  not-  be  entreated,  but  will  persist  in  using-  it 

4 you  will  find  your  case  similar  to  that  of  Eve,  she 
lost  her  innocence,  and  plunged  all  her  descendants 
4 into  everlasting  misery ; you  will  lose  liberty,  and 
plunge  your  descendants  into  everlasting  slavery. 
44  The  Fanner  too,  complains  bitterly  about  not 
4 transporting  sheep.  I wish  lo  God,  the  congress 
4 had  let  us  send  away  our  black  sheep;  for  then  per- 
haps this  pretended  Farmer,  might  have  been  trans- 
ported before  he  could  have  made  such  a bleating. 

44  Now  I would  beg  leave  to  say  a few  words  on  his 
clamour  against  our  delegates.  He  calls  them  trait- 
‘ ors,  which  name,  he  had  much  better  have  taken 
on  himself,  where  it  might  have  been  applied 
with  propriety.  I cannot  see  any  room  for  this  vil- 
4 est  of  mankind,  to  insinuate,  that  those  men  would 
' attempt  to  betray  their  country.  Besides  their  un- 
■ spotted  characters,  are  they  not  men  of  extensive 
4 interests  in  America?  have  they  estate  in  any  other 
4 country?  No,  what  then  should  induce  them  to 
4 betray  America,  seeing  that  if  America  falls,  they 
4 must  fall  with  it  ? This  consideration  alone,  is  suf- 
'.ficient  to  clear  them  from  our  Farmer's  aspersion. 
4 But  in  my  opinion,  a still  stronger  securitv  for  their 
integrity  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  trust  reposed 
4 in  them,  is.  the  unblemished  character  they  have 


. 
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, vt-r  supported:  nor  in  till-*  do  1 trust  alone  to 
‘ common  tame,  having  known  Mr.  .Jay,  from  his 
* early  youth,  aiul  had  some  acquaintance  with  Mr. 

' huane,  from  which  I have  had  so  much  reason  to 
' conlide  in  them,  that  I could  contentedly  trust  them 
1 to  contend  for  my  liberty,  or  my  life.  And  on  the 
whole,  1 think  that  it  would  be  well  for  Us  farmers, 

1 and  mechanicks  to  consider  whether  it  is  not  likely 
that  each  colony  took  as  much  care  in  choosing 
their  delegates,  as  we  did.  That  is,  to  send  men  of 
knowledge,  men  of  interest,  and  men  of  honour.  If 
so,  we  must  look  on  our  fanner  to  be  a man  wholly 
given  to  ridicule,  misrepresentation,  and  malevo- 
lence ; for  he  hath  declared  that  most  honourable 
and  never  to  be  forgotten  congress,  to  be  either  a 
set  of  ignorant  men,  or  else  to  be  traitor*/ 

“ I would  now  recommend  to  the  notice  of  every 
reader  of  Riving  ton's  Farmer,  that  it  is  the  usual 
practice  of  evil  minded  persons,  when  they  would 
: disturb  the  quiet  of  any  man,  or  body  of  men, 
against  whom  they  can  find  ro  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint, to  raise  against  them,  without  any  evidence, 
the  highest  clamours,  suggest  the  most  criminal  de- 
signs, and  if  possible,  represent  even  their  most 
laudable  actions  in  an  odious  light : The  best  char- 
acters and  most  commendable  actions,  are  no  secur- 
ities against  attacks  like  these  of  the  Farmer,  to 
which  the  best  of  men  are  most  exposed  ; but  it  is 
a proof  against  them,  that  they  are  unsupported  by 
reason,  or  by  credible  evidence  ; when,  if  either  had 
1 existed,  they  would  certainly  have  been  produced 
by  the  same  malevolence  that  raised  the  clamour 
without  them.  I would  only  desire  the  reader  to 
consider  the  Farmer's  clamour,  invectives  and 
abuse,  calmly  and  dispassionately,  give  them  their 
due  weight  and  no  more.  I would  not  even  desire  to 
turn  them  upon  his  own  head,  and  cause  him,  like 
Hainan,  to  be  hanged  ou  bis  own  gallows — I only 
desire  that,  unjust  and  unreasonable  as  they  are, 
they  may  have  no  weight  with  the  reader,  or  raise 
any  prejudice  in  his  mind  against  the  cause  of  truth 
~ & his  country,  or  against  any  man  or  body  of  men, 
especially  those  worthy  men  who  have  nobly  stood 
forth  and  exerted  themselves  to  save  their  country 
from  slavery  and  destruction. 

“ I come  now  to  consider  his  clamour  against  the 
cjiizens,  in  which  he  declares,  at  a certain  time, 
there  was  no  magistrate  with  virtue  enough  to  do 
his  duty  ; and  that  there  is  no  merchant  lie  would 
' trust.  1 don’t  recollect  any  thing  said  of  the  law- 
yers, but  lie  hath  been  severe  upon  the  mayor  and 
commonalty,  on  account  of  the  snipe  act,  with 
which  act,  ii  he  had  gone  a little  further,  he  would 
amply  have  justified  our  struggle,  with  the  mother 
country. 

I would  ask,  why  does  not  that  act  continue  in 
!>’ret  to  this  dav? 

“ The  answer  is,  because  the  country  people  were 
wry  unanimous  in  opposition  to  it;  though  it  was 


to  the  loss  of  individuals,  myself  for  one,  still  they 
stood  out;  which  caused  the  framers  of  that  act  to 
consider  closely  the  consequences  which  would  at- 
tend its  continuance — and  so  it  was  thought  best  to 
make  it  void.  Here  we  may  see  tire  effect  of  a 
steady  opposition  to  an  odious  law;  and  similar 
causes  will  produce  similar  effects.  We  may  assure 
ourselves  that  a steady  and  firm  opposition  to  the 
late  acts  of  Parliament,  will  cause  our  sovereign  to 
examine  into  tire  state  of  the  case  with  great  atten- 
tion ; and  when  he  finds  he  has  been  led  into  un- 
warrantable acts  by  diabolical  counsellors,  he  will 
dismiss  them  from  their  offices,  by  which  they  have 
wickedly  devised  to  throw  the  nation  all  into  con- 
fusion, and  thereby  to  dethrone  the  King. 

“ Therefore  my  fellow  mortals,  let  me  beseech  you, 
as  you  value  your  liberty,  and  the  liberty  of  your 
posterity,  take  the  advice  of  the  ever  to  be  admired 
and  revered  Congress,  stick  close  to  the  non-con- 
sumption agreement,  and  lay  aside  those  unneces- 
sary diversions,  which  but  too  often  end  in  the  de- 
: struction  of  both  soul  and  body.  If  it  should  seem 
grievous  for  the  present,  we  have  this  for  our  con- 
solation, that  as  good  men  as  you  and  I,  have  been 
afflicted:  The  devil  was  permitted  to  afflict  Job 
worse  than  wicked  Ministers,  or  Counsellors  of 
state  can  you  and  me  ; and  let  us  take  patera  by 
bis  stability,  when  his  friends  came  and  clamoured 
against  him,  as  bad  as  our  Farmer  doth  in  this  day, 
against  the  best  men  we. have  among  us;  and  when 
his  wife  advised  him  to  curse  God  and  die,  what  was 
; the  effect?  why  nothing  at  ali,  for  it  was  full  conso- 
lation for  him  to  say,  I know  that  my  redeemer  U v- 
' eth;  and  in  another  place,  all  the  days  of  my  ap- 
: pointed  time  v: ill  I wait,  till  my  change  come. 

“ This  is  an  amiable  example  of  stability,  which, 

1 may  Americans  imitate.  May  they  join  corre- 
: spouding  actions  to  fervent  prayers,  that  they  may  be 
: enabled  to  maintain  their  rights  and  liberties!  That 
; the  British  arms  may  never  be  employed  but  in  a 
! just  cause, — to  protect  the  weak  and  innocent  from 
1 wrong,  and  to  be  the  terror  of  oppressors  and  evil 
‘ doers.  That  the  illustrious  house  of  Hanover  may 
1 continue  to  be  the  defenders  of  true  religion  and 
1 virtue,  the  faithful  guardians  of  our  freedom  and 
‘ property  ! That  our  sovereign,  George  the  third, 

‘ may  discover  every  wicked  design,  that  any  of  his 
1 Ministers,  or  others,  have  conceived  against  him,  or 
1 any  of  his  people!  That  he  may  be  endowed  with 
‘ wisdom  and  virtue  to  oeeome  a blessing  to  his  peo- 
‘ pie,  and  a terror  only  to  his  enemies!  That  his 
1 days  may  be  prosperous  and  many,  and  his  end 
‘ peaceful  and  happy  ! And  may  all  the  subjects  of 
1 him  and  h is  successors,  be  ever  watchful  and  reso- 
‘ lute  to  prevent  the  least  encroachment  upon  their 
‘ rights  ami  liberties,  on  the  preservation  of  which, 
‘ the  happiness  of  both  King  amt  people  depends  ! 

‘‘And  as  a powerful  means  of  preserving  the  bless- 
‘ Logs  of  freedom,  may  we  be  all  duly  sensible  of  the 
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“ importance  of  choosing  proper  persons  to  repre-mt 
“ us  in  our  legislative,  assembly,  and  of  hein^  « x- 
“ tremely  careful  in  our  choice. — All  which  are  the 
“ fervent  wishes  of  A Weaver,  in  Harrison’s  Pur- 
“ chase,  West  Chester  County  ” 

About  the  same  time  that  this  letter  appeared,  j 
there  was  a movement,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  White  | 
Plains,  to  obtain  a nominal  approval,  if  no  more,  of  the 
action,  the  revolutionary  action,  of  the  Committee  of 
the  City  of  New  York;  but  if  what  was  said  of  the 
result  of  the  effort  by  those  who  were  opposed  to  the  '< 
movement,  without  contradiction,  may  be  believed, 
only  “ three  or  four  persons  in  the  White  Plains  ” j 
participated  in  it;  and,  practically,  it  was  a failure. 

Very  soon  after  the  end  of  the  movement  referred 
to,  however,  there  was  a counter-movement,  in  the  j 
same  vicinity,  in  which  a Declaration  was  circulated 
a id  signed  by  the  Freeholders  and  principal  Inhabit-  | 
ants,  in  which  the  conservatism  of  those  who  signed 
it  was  distinctly  asserted.  As  a part  of  the  earlier  I 
literature  of  the  Revolution,  in  Westehester-county,  ! 
we  have  thought  that  Declaration  possesses  sufficient  j 
of  interest  to  entitle  it  to  a place  in  this  narrative. 
It  was  in  these  words,  very  carefully  copied  from  the 
original  publication,  in  Rivingtnn’s  New-  York  Gazet- 
teer, Yo.  91,  Yew-YoicK,  Thursday,  January  12, 
1775 : 


“To  the  PRIYTER. 

“Sir, 

“T  FT  E the  subscribers,  freeholders  and  inhabit- 
V V “ ants  in  the  White  Plains,  in  the  county 
“ of  Westchester,  think  it  our  duty  to  our  King  and 
“country,  to  declare,  that  we  have  never  given  our 
“consent  to  any  Resolves  touching  the  disputes  with 
“ the  mother  country,  nor  are  we  any  ways  concerned 
“in  any  measures  entered  into  relative  to  them.  We 
“ are  rather  induced  to  do  this,  because  we  under- 
stand, that  three  or  four  persons  in  the  White 
“ Plains,  have  taken  upon  them  to  declare  to  the 
“Committee'  at  Ye w- York,  the  consent  of  the 
“ inhabitants  of  the  White  Plains  to  the  resolutions 
“entered  into,  in  Yew-York,  and  their  acquiescence 
“with  the  measures  taken  there;  when  the  major 
“ part  of  the  few  people  who  attended  the  meeting, 
“ did  not  choose  to  he  concerned  in  the  matter.  We 
“also  testify  our  disapprobation  of  many  hot  and 
“ furious  proceedings  against  tire  measures  taken  by 
“■the  mother  country,  as,  in  our  opinion,  they  will 
“ rather  tend  to  ruin  tlii-  once  happy  continent,  than 
“ remove  grievances.  We  also  declare  that  we  desire 
“to  live  and  die  peaceable  subjects  to  our  gracious 
“Sovereign  King  ODOR  GK  the  Third  and  his  laws. 
“This  is  to  inform  the  public,  that  the  above  deelara- 


t 
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“tiou  was  signed  by  forty-five  freeholders  and  in-  j 
“ habitants,  in  the  small  precinct  of  the  White  j 
“ Plains,  against  the  proceedings  of  the  Yew-York  , 
“ Committee,  besides  Mile'  Oakley.” 

A few  weeks  afterwards.  Miles  Oakley,  one  of  those  | 
who  had  signed  it,  undoubtedly,  for  good  and  sufficient  1 


reasons,!  retracted  what  h>  bad  uttered  in  the  above- 
recited  />  -i  ; and  we  have  carefully  copied 
irom  Holt  s A'  "-- ) nek  ,1‘ni mal,  No.  lfJSl,  Yew- 
Yokk,  Thursday,  March  24,  1775,  what  he  said  on 
that  latter  occasion.  It  was  in  these  words  : 


w 


“ Westchester  County,  White  Plains. 

I II  ERE  AS,  there  was  a petition  published  in 
‘Rivington’s  paper,  some  time  past,  that 
“forty  five  of  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants,  be- 
“ sides  Miles  Oakley,  did  sign  a petition — I did  sign 
“ a petition,  something  like  it,  by  being  misled  ; and 
“afterwards  being  informed  into  the  right  state  of 
“the  matter,  I got  the  petition,  and  struck  my  name 
“out,  and  fonvarned  the  Esq.  A.  H — not  to  return 
“my  name  and  he  swore  by  Clod  he  would;  and 
“ many  others  that  signed  it,  has  told  me,  they  was 
“sorry  they  had  any  concern  in  signing  the  petition. 

“ MILES  OAKLEY,  and 
“ DANIEL  HORTOY.” 


There  was  no  portion  of  the  County  of  West- 
chester, in  which  the  conservatism  of  the  inhabitants 
was  so  general  and  so  decided  in  its  character,  as  in 
the  Manor  of  Cortlandt ; 2 and.  during  the  Winter 


1 On  the  8th  of  .May,  1775,  Miles  Oakley  whs  appointed  a member  of  the 
County  Committee,  (nd*  j/or/e  — , pW ; ) soon  afterwards,  he  received  a 
Warrant  for  Second  Lieutenant  in  Captain  Mills's  Company  ; (ride  j»  y* 
— , po*t ; ) and  ho  served  in  that  office,  tinder  Colon cd  Holmes.  iu  the 
bloodless  Campaign  of  1775  ; leaving  the  service,  when  the  Campaign 
closed. — {Historical  Miuniwipf*,  etc.  : Military  C 'omwitt^c,  xxv.,  04.; 

.Daniel  Horton,  whose  name  accompanied  that  of  Miles  Oakley,  ou  the 
disclaimer  now  under  notice,  was  a resident  of  Rye;  and  in  the  re-or- 
ganization of  the  Militia  of  the  County,  lie  was  made  Second  Li--  iterant 
of  the  Rye  and  Mamaroiieck  Company,  commanded  by  Captain  Robert 
Bloomer. 

2 Illustrative  of  the  statement  made  in  the  te.\f,  is  the  following, 
taken  from  the'C Tpcott  Clijyany*.  iv.  ,2h7,  in  the  Library  of  the  New  York 
llisioricrJ  Society  : “Jt  is  -aid  that  at  least  three-fourths  of  the  people 
“in  Cortlandt’ s Manor,  New  York,  have  declared  their  unwillingness  to 
“enter  into  the  Congressional  measures  : that  a great  number  of  the 
“ people  in  general  in  Westchester  County  are  preparing  to  do  the  like  ; 
“and  that  the  Ahsoda/ian  against  the  Continental  Cougress  has  been 
“signed  by  throe  hundred  persons  in  the  neighborhood  of  Puughkeepsie 
“only.  Many  lids  are  sent  about  Dutchess  County,  on  which  also 
“many  hundreds  have  subscribed/1 

As  far  as  it  related  to  Westchester-county,  the  above  was  copied  from 
Gaim/s  W >r.Y»ck  Gnr.rtte  : >xwl  tin  \Wrily  Mr  wry,  No.  1 KJf  •,  Nsw- 
Youk,  Monday,  February  27,  1775. 

It  must  not  be  supposed,  however,  that  the  fanners  in  Westchester- 
conuty  supported  the  Home  Government,  in  its  Colonial  policy:  on  the 
.contrary,  neither  i:.  the  well-known  b~citmiinn  mal  /*,••>/«■*/,  nor  else- 
where, .is  far  as  we  have  knowledge,  was  there  the  slightest  leaning  in. 
that  direction — they  did  n<>  more,  at  any  time,  than  to  prefer  and  accept 
that  opposition  to  the  Home  Government  which  had  been  made  by  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  uf  New  York,  instead  of  that  which  was 
made  by  the  Continental  Congress  of  1774  ; and,  at  no  time,  as  the 
reader  will  hereafter  learn,  was  tlu*  great  bv’y  of  them  inclined  to  sup. 
port  the  Royal  Cause,  with  their  persons  and  their  properties.  There 
were  some  who  were  smarting  under  the  outrages  which  had  been  in- 
Hi-  ted  ou  them  or  on  their  friends,  by  local  and  other  despots,  of  high 
or  low  degree  ; and  these  were,  Sotnetim-  s,  compelled  to  find  refuge  and 
protection  within  the  lines  of  the  lh-yal  Army;  and  there  was  a float 
ing,  vicious  class,  within  the  County,  which  tin-  lawlessness  of  the  revo- 
lutionary faction  and  the  succeeding  War  had  produced— ready  to  enlist 
on  that  side  w hich  uttered  the  greater  inducements — but  the  great  body 
of  the  farmers  was  patient,  law-abiding,  peacefully  inclined,  st  ivers  at 
home,  industrious,  and  severely  conservative. 
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of  1774-73  and  early  in  the  Sprint?  of  the  latter  year, 
thore  was  considerable activity,. among  the  farmers  on 
that  particular  Manor,  in  opposition  to  the  revolu- 
tionary spirit  which  was  seeking  to  force  itself  on 
them.  „l/i  Association,  referred  to  in  the  Note  2,  on 
page  42,  ante,  had  been  prepared  and  numerously 
signed  in  Duchess-county  ; and  copies  of  it  had  been 
also  circulated  and  signed  within  Westchester- 
cotintv,  especially  within  the  Manor  of  Cortlandt. 
which  adjoined  the  Duchess-county  of  that  period  ;*  1 
and,  about  the  same  time,  an  Address,  accompanied 
with  an  Association  adapted  to  that  particular  local- 
ity. was  prepared  and  widely  circulated ; and  the 
Association  was  numerously  signed.  That  very  inter- 
esting and  very  important  Address  and  the  Association 
which  accompanied  it, — the  latter,  generally  known, 
among  those  who  favored  the  revolutionary  faction, 
as  “ 1' he  Loyalist's  Test  ” — because  they  form  very 
important  specimens  of  the  literature  of  revolutionary 
Westehester-countv,  and  because  of  their  importance 
as  reliable  authorities  for  the  guidance  of  the  student 
of  the  history  of  that  County,  during  that  eventful 
period,  may  properly  find  a place  in  this  narrative; 
and  we  have  carefully  copied  them  from  Rivington's 
New-York  Gazetteer,  No.  96,  New- York,  Thursday, 
February  16,  1775.  They  were  in  the  following 
words : 


irHie  following  is  a copy  of  those  notaMe  “ Kesol\  ks,”  as  that  .-t'-.<£>tva- 
linn  was  frequently  called,  carefully  made  from  Gaine's  Xetr-  York  Ga- 
zette: and  th*  Weekly  3/orcto7/,  No.  1218,  New-York.  Monday  February 
13,  1775,  where,  they  were  printed  among  the  current  news  of  the  day  : 


U 


AY 


1 the  subscriber*  being  desirous  to  convince  mankind  that 


1 we  are  firmly  attached  to  our  most  happy  constitution, 
“and  are  disposed  to  support  and  maintain  peace  and  good  order  under 
“ his  Majesty's  government,  do  therefore  declare,  that  our  sovereign  lord 
“ king  George  tho  third,  is  the  only  sovereign  to  whom  British  America 
“ may,  cau,  or  ought  to  owe  and  bear  true  and  faithful  allegiance,  and 
“that  there  is  no  legal  power  or  authority  therein  but  what  is  duly 
“derived  from  him  ; that  our  representatives  in  General  Assembly  con- 
“ vened,  are  the  only  guardians  of  our  rights  and  liberties  ; that  without 
“ them  no  laws  cat\  here  be  made  to  bind  us,  and  that  they  only  are  the 
“ channel  through  which  our  grievances  can  properly  be  represented  fur 
“ redress,  and  th at  to  support  their  right  and  authority,  we  do  hereby 
“ associate  and  mutually  covenant  and  engage  to  and  with  each  other 
“as  follows,  namely : 

“ First,  d hat  wo  will  upon  all  occasions  stand  by  and  assist  each  other 
“in  the  defence  of  his  life,  liberty  and  property,  when  ev**r  the  same 
“ shall  be  attacked  or  endangered  by  any  bodies  of  men  riotously  assem- 
“ bled,  upon  any  pretence  or  any  authority  whatsoever,  not  warranted 
“ by  the  laws  of  the  land. 

“ »Sr«» nd.  That  we  will  upon  all  occasions  mutually  support  each 
“other  in  the  free  exercise  and  enjoynu-nt  of  our  undoubted  right  to 
“ liberty,  in  eating,  drinking,  buying,  selling,  communing  and  acting 
“what,  with  whom,  and  as  we  pi  a>e,  consistent,  with  the  laws  of  God, 
“and  the  laws  of  the  lard,  notwithstanding  the  association  entued  into 
“ by  the  Continental  Congress  to  the  contrary. 

“ /.••■'fly.  That  we  will  endeavour  to  promote,  encourage,  and  when 
“called  to.  enforce  obediance  to  the  rightful  authority  of  our  most  gra- 
“ ei«ius  sever,  iu  n king  George  the  third,  and  the  laws  which  can,  d*\  or 
“ may  constitutionally  extend  to,  or  in  the  British  colonies  in  America. 

In  witness  w hereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands,  this  eighteenth 
“d  iv  i f January,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  t lie  reign  of  our  sovereign 
“K  r l fJeurg.-  the  third,  by  the  grace. of  God  of  Great-Britain,  France, 
“ttnd  I ivhind,  king,  defender  of  the  faith,  Ac.,  and  in  the  year  of  our 
“ 1 o!  Christ,  1775.'* 


■An  Add)  •ess  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Cort- 
landt’s  Manor. 

T am  one  amount  you,  tho’  yet  a 

JL  “stranger,  an  inhabitant  ofCort- 
‘landt’s  manor;  I have  nothing  to  dread  or  fear 
‘from  the  resentment  of  any  person  or  persons,  as 
‘I  mean  to  give  no  offence  to  any  individual; 
‘only  wishing,  that  reason  and  common  prudence 
‘may  take  place  of  present  bickerings,  and  the 
‘detestable  poison  of  party  faction.  It  is  a matter  no 
‘longer  to  be  hid  under  a cloud,  whether  we  are  in 
‘ reality,  his  Majesty’s  loyal  subjects  or  not ; I have 
‘all  the  reason  in  the  world  to  believe,  that  the 
‘worthy  people  of  this  Manor  are  so  to  all  intents 
‘and  purposes;  I mean  as  to  their  private  sentiments; 
‘but  alas!  my  friends,  the  time  is  at  hand,  when 
‘ those  sentiments  alone  w ill  not  be  of  sufficient  va- 
lidity to  justify  the  loyalty  of  your  hearts.  It  re- 
‘ quires  no  great  penetration  to  assign  reasons  for  your 
‘ silence  in  matters  of  so  great  importance ; your  con- 
duct, my  friends  in  this  last  point,  is  not  to  be 
‘blamed;  it  rather  redounds  to  your  credit  in  the 
' eyes  of  every  one  that  knows  the  life  of  a farmer. 
‘The  farmer  is  brought  up  to  peace  and  tranquility  ; 
‘ politics,  and  the  designs  of  crafty  men  are  strangers 
‘to  his  honest  minds;  his  care  and  toil,  with  the 
‘sweat  of  his  brow,  is  to  turn  the  furrows  which  give 
‘us  subsistence:  It  is  from  industry,  that  worthy 
‘merchants  are  enabled  to  extend  their  commerce, — 
‘commerce!  the  vitals  of  a nation,  every  country  has 
‘its  share  in  different  commodities,  designed  by  the 
' will  of  an  omnipotent  Being  to  depend  on  each  other, 
1 linked  in  a chain  of  civil  society.  I presume  it  will 
‘not  be  improper  to  see  what  part  of  this  advantage 
‘providence  has  allotted  us;  the  questiou  may  be 
‘easily  solved  ; we  are  placed  in  a fertile  land,  teem- 
‘ing  forth,  in  abundance,  the  necessaries  of  life  for 
‘ ourselves,  and  a superfluity,  which  brings  the  wealth 
1 of  other  nations  to  our  own  coffers. — Every  individ- 
ual enjoys  his  share  according  to  his  industry  and 
‘situation  in  life;  he  is  protected  in  his  possessions, 
‘by  what?  ’Tis  bv  the  paternal  care,  the  penetrating 
1 eye,  and  the  mighty  arm  of  his  mother  country  ; who 
’ like  a lien,  when  the  hawk  is  near,  hovers  round  her 
‘ chickens,  takes  them  under  her  wings,  and  preserves 
‘them  from  the  enemy.  I think  I have  accounted 
1 for  your  inattention  to  political  matters,  as  not  being 
‘within  the  sphere  of  your  occupations,  but  confined 
1 to  the  laudable  pursuit  of  your  own  business ; and, 
‘I  sincerely  wish  it  to  continue  without  interruption  ; 
‘ to  effect  which,  there  is  only  one  method  left. — I 
‘have  already  observed,  that  our  good  intentions, 
‘kept  in  silence,  are  not  sufficient  to  distinguish  our 
‘loyalty;  It  may  do  amongst  ourselves;  but  let  us 
‘consider  facts  which  we  know  to  be  true;  they  are 
‘recent  in  our  memories,  and  need  not  recapitula- 
‘ tion  ; it  is  sufficient  that  we  are  informed  of  the  con- 


V 

!■! 


- 

. 


. 


W EST( ' 1 1 KST  E U CO  UXT Y. 


•}  ! 


si'i|iii'nri  - in  England,  where  they  are  considered  as 
actions  founded  on  rebellious  principles,  subversive 
of  all  law  and  government,  and  abusive,  in  the  high- 
est degree,  to  his  Majesty's  crown  and  dignity.  I 
have  said,  I am  one  amongst  you,  my  situation  has 
given  me  opportunity  to  form  ideas  of  your  behav- 
iour and  sentiments,  I believe  you,  in  a general 
sense,  firmly  attached  to  loyalty  and  our  admirable 
constitution  ; that  you  wish  to  live  and  die  subjects 
only  to  the.  British  empire;  but  how  is  this  to  be 
manifested,  and  that  it  should  be  declared,  there  is 
an  absolute  necessity,  without  delay,  for  the  follow- 
ing reasons : That  the  colonists  of  Xew-York  are 
under  the  same  dilemma  with  die  other  provinces 
and  the  continent  throughout,  considered  as  com- 
binants  in  a general  plan,  which  gives  so  much 
offence  to  the  supreme  authority,  whose  dignity 
cannot,  nor  will  not,  be  insulted.  Let  us  of  Cort- 
landt’s  manor,  clear  ourselves  of  the  general  impu- 
tation ; we  do  not  deserve  it,  then,  why  should  we 
suffer  it?  We  never  consented  to  congresses  nor 
committees,  we  detest  the  destruction  of  private 
property,  we  abhor  the  proceedings  of  riotous  and 
disorderly  people,  and  finally,  we  wish  to  live  and 
die  the  same  loyal  subjects  we  have  ever  been,  to  his 
most  sacred  Majesty  George  the  Third.  Let  us 
my  friends,  declare,  and  acknowledge  this,  our  in- 
dispensible  duty,  by  signing  our  names  to  the  paper 
now  circulating  in  this  manor,  wrote  and  adapted 
for  the  subscription  of  none  but  Royalists. — It  is 
not  enough  for  a man  to  say,  that  I am  a L>val  sub- 
ject, no  more  than  to  say  I am  a pious  and  true 
Christian;  it  must  be  his  work,  his  dependance  on, 
his  energy,  his  indefatigable  effort;  to  promote  honor 
and  glory  to  the  true  system  of  his  preservation.  As 
charity,  my  friends,  is  a characteristic  of  a good  man 
and  a Christian,  I wish  by  no  means  it  should  be  im- 
paired, in  this  our  manor  of  Cortlandt ; permit  me, 
my  neighbours,  to  instance  one  point  in  particular 
to  which  I hope-you  will  pay  strict  adherence,  viz. 
If  you  should  disagreeably  find  any  one,  or  more 
amongst  you  who  are  blind  to  their  own  happiness, 
let  me  iutreat  you  to  take  no  advantage  of  their 
“weakness,  rather  use  lenient  and  mild  persuasions; 
“tell  them  their  true  interest;  use  all  your  endeav- 
“ours  that  if  possible  they  may  return  to  their  right 
“senses: — In  this  you  will  shine  in  triple  capacity, 
“you  recover  the  lost  man,  you  draw  together  the 
“ bands  of  unity,  and  arc  an  honor  to  your  King  and 
“ country.” 

li  Form  of  an  Association  in  Cortlanclt’s 
“ Manor. 


IT 7 HEX  the  minds 
ft  “are  agitated,  s< 


dVITHLY  niin.-ls  of  people 

some  with 

just,  - and  some  with  false  ideas  of  their  rights 
‘and  privileges,  when  anarchy  and  confusion  are 
'spreading  their  baneful  wings  over  this  once 


“happy  and  nourishing  Continent:  At  this  most 
“interesting  period,  it  is  tin;  duty  of  every  indi- 
“ viduul,  for  the  good  of  himself  and  posterity,  to 
“ pursue  that  course  which  conscience  dictates  to  be 
“right.  Xo  one,  if  impartial,  can  be  at  a loss  for  the 
“clue  of  direction,  the  object  is  plain  to  every  honest, 
“tho’  ever  so  illiterate  capacity:  The  loyalty  we  owe 
“to  the  best  of  Kings  is  the  grand  magnetic  point, 
“that  will  infallibly  fix  us  on  a solid  basis.  There  are 
“ none  amongst  us  (if  we  cooly  reflect)  but  what  will 
“find  themselves  bound  by  the  strongest  ties  of  grati- 
“ tude,  to  acknowledge  that  we  have  been,  and  still 
“may  be,  the  happiest  people  on  earth,  under  the 
“glorious  and  unparalelled  constitution  of  Great 
“Britain!  And  if  prejudice,  popular  declamations, 
“and  the  hateful  current  of  party  faction,  are  not  too 
“strong  for  truth  and  matters  of  fact ; we  must  allow 
“ that  the  grand  pitch  of  commerce  we  have  arrived 
“at,  the  progress  we  have  made  in  arts  and  sciences  ; 
“the  amazing  repadity  in  extending,  settling  and  im- 
proving our  land  estates;  the  magnificent  appear- 
“ ance  and  flourishing  condition  of  our  towering  cit- 
“ ies;  the  opulence  of  the  inhabitants,  and  every  other 
“blessing  under  God  which  we  do,  and  still  may  en- 
“joy,  derived  their  origin  from,  and  have  their  exis- 
“tence  in  the  laws,  the  lenity,  and  the  unlimited 
“indulgence  of  our  parent  state;  which  has  hitherto 
“ protected  us,  is  ever  able,  and  would  be  ready,  if  we 
“deserve  it,  to  defend  us  against  all  invaders  of  our 
“peace  and  tranquility,  by  sending  to  our  support  the 
“terror  of  the  universe,  the  British  Arms!— For  a 
“proof  of  this  let  us  revert  to  the  late  war,  when  the 
“French  arid  Savages  with  fire  and  sword,  were  rav- 
aging the  country;  when  the  cries  of  murder  and 
“scalping  were  echoed  from  every  quarter  of  the 
“ woods ; the  infants  brains  dashed  out  before  the  eyes 
“ of  its  afflicted  parents ; the  parents  tortured  to  death 
“by  the  horrid  and  shocking  barbarities  of  the  Indi- 
“ans  ; and  numbers  flying  from  their  habitations,  ex- 
“ posed  to  famine,  and  every  species  of  distress.  Let 
“us  reflect  on  those  direful  calamities;  Let  us  be 
“ grateful  to  the  power  which  preserved  us,  which  sent 
“forth  her  Invincirle  Veterans,  vanquished  our 
“ enemies,  and  finally  reinstated  us  in  quiet  posses- 
sion of  our  own. — If  we  have  a right  to  complain  of 
“the  British  acts  of  parliament,  we  have  a Governor, 
“Council  and  Assembly,  to  represent  our  grievances 
“to  the  King,  Lords  and  Commons;  we  are  assured 
“ that  we  shall  be  heard  : We  have  no  business  with 
“ Con  y reuses  and  Committees-  Such  methods  only  serve 
“to  irritate  our  best  friends.  Let  us  proceed  in  the 
“direct  line  o.  our  duty  : We  are  contending  with  a 
“ mighty  nation,  of  great  mercy  and  long  forbearance, 
“ever  sparing  of  the  effusion  of  blood;  but  when 
“ rouzed  to  resentment,  we  may  feel  the  weight  of  her 
“indignation. — Therefore  we,  the  subscribers,  free- 
“ holders,  and  inhabitants  of  Cortlandt's  Mauor,  in 
“the  county  of  Westchester,  being  actuated  by  no 
“other  motives  than  the  dictates  of  conscience  and 
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••  common  sense,  are  led  to  declare  our  firm  and  indis- 
“ soluble  attachment  to  our  most  gracious  Sovereign 
“George  tlie  Third,  his  crown  and  dignity;  and 
“ with  grateful  hearts  to  acknowledge,  that  we  are  in- 
•*  dehted  to  his  paternal  care,  for  the  preservation  of 
“our  lives  and  fortunes:  And  as  we  have  ever  been  a 
“ happv  and  free  people,  subject  only  to  the  laws  and 
“government  of  Great-Britain,  we  will  pay  no  regard 
“to  any  resolves,  or  restrictions,  but  such  as  are  en- 
joined us  by  our  Coxstitutioxal  Delegates. 
“ Even  thing  to  the  contrary,  we  deem  Illegal.’’ 

Au  answer  to  this  Address  and  this  Association  was 
published  in  Jtirington' s New- York  < dazetteer , No.  99, 
New- York,  Thursday,  March  9,  177o,  in  these  words, 
which  w e have  carefully  copied  from  the  original  pub- 
lication : 

1 

“ To  every  American  io  whom  it  is  appli- 
■ , cable  ; 

“ But  chiefly  to 

“The  Associators  of  Cortlandt’s  Manor. 
“ 0 ye  Tame  Pigeons  ! 

“TAxcuse,  my  friends,  the  manner  of  addressing 
Jj  “ you,  for  if  we  advert  to  a passage  in  Holy 
“ Writ,  we  are  told,  that  the  professors  of  our  excel- 
“ lent  religion,  should  be  as  wise  as  serpents,  and 
“ harmless  as  doves ; I must,  in  some  measure,  think 
“ you  a Christian  people,  as  both  the  above  properties 
“ are  discovered  in  Cortlandt’s  Manor,  tho’  they 
“ seem  not  to  be  properly  blended  together. — The 
“ framer  of  the  Association,  and  the  elaborate  piece 
“ that  attended  it,  in  Mr.  Rivingtou’s  paper  of  Feb- 
“ ruary  16,  has  certainly  all  the  subtilty  of  the  ser- 
“pent;  and  has  as  dexterously  wormed  himself 
round  your  estates,  with  as  much  address,  and  will 
“ probably  have  the  same  success,  as  the  first  serpent 
“ had,  w hen  he  attacked  our  old  grandmother.— And 
“ you,  my  friends,  resemble  the  simple  dove,  for  you 
“ seem  to  be  innocent  and  secure,  although  the  de- 
“ luder  has  already  catched  you  in  the  snare : Then 
“ be  not  offended  at  my  calling'  you  pigeons ; for 
“ naturalists  assure  us,  it  is  the  very- nature  of  this  bird, 
“ that  she  seems  always  calm  and  secure,  and  has  no 
“ inclination  to  defend  herself,  or  her  young  ones, 
“ from  the  attacks  of  men,  beasts,  or  vermin,  but  al- 
“ ways  returns  to  the  same  hole  to  make  her  nest, 
“ notwithstanding  the  experience  she  has  had,  of  its 
“ being  utter  destruction  to  her  faiiiily. — Just  so  it  is 
“ with  you,  ye  people  of  Cortlaudt,  ue  have  eyes,  but 
“ ■"ve  not,  and  ears,  but  hear  not.  The  Spectator,  in 
“ some  of  his  beautiful  lucubrations,  mentions  a young 
Eastern  l’riuce,  who  being  severely  reprimanded  for 
“ some  unguarded  folly  of  youth,  immediately  fell 
“ down  at  the  feet  of  his  preceptor,  and  expressed 
'' himself  to  this  effect : — O father,  I now  perceive, 
” that  I have  two  souls,  a good  soul  and  a bad.  in 


“ your  absence  the  bad  <.0111  predominates;  passion 
“ and  pleasure,  with  their  attendant  train  of  delusions, 

“ ubsorbe  my  frame;  reason  and  virtue  are  forced  to 
“ quit  their  seats  ! — But  in  your  preseuce,  the  good 
“ soul  assumes  the  throne  ; reason,  truth,  and  virtue 
“ appear  in  all  their  native  forms,  and  every  vicious 
“ passion  is  banished  from  my  heart. 

“ However  this  may  be  w ith  an  individual,  it  is 
“ clearly  evident,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  British 
“ dominions  are  actuated  by  two  sorts  of  souls,  and 
“ these  are  of  very  different  kinds  : But  let  us  exam- 
“ ine  them  ; the  soul  of  the  virtuous  son  of  Freedom, 

“ is  the  soul  of  God  ! the  soul  of  nature,  and  the  soul 
“ of  the  British  Constitution  ; it  is  a soul  that  dares 
“ to  think,  that  dares  to  speak,  that  dares  to  die  ! 

“ This  soul  has  animated  every  kingdom  on  the  face 
“ of  the  earth,  till  by  their  own  crimes  and  their  own 
“ folly,  they  have  voluntarily  banished  it 
“ their  soil : This  is  the  soul  that  has  sup- 

“ ported  the  British  state  through  various  revolu- 
“ tions,  and  will  maintain  its  empire,  either  in  that, 
“ or  some  other  part  of  the  globe,  till  Heaven,  in  its 
“ vengeance,  shall  extirpate  the  human  race. — Now, 
the  souls  of  the  other  cast,  may  be  divided  into  two 
“ classes ; and  first,  those  in  the  island  of  Britain, 

“ who  erroneously  call  themselves  friends  to  govern - 
“ inent ; and  are  generally  distinguished  by  the  name 
“ of  Tories : and  these  should  be  called  despotic 
“ souls,  as  they  well  deserve  the  appellation  ; for,  by 
“ their  alert. address,  they  have  had  influence-  enough 
“ to  buy  all  the  votes  in  the  Kingdom;  and  the  min- 
“ istry  has  had  foresight  enough  to  buy  ail  them  ; so 
“ that, all  the  laws  of  that  once  great  nation,  are  now 
“ framed,  passed,  and  executed  by  one  branch  of  the 
“ legislature:  And. the  consequences  have  been  cor- 

respondent; equity,  justice,  and  reason,  .with  all 
“ the  antient  props  of  the  state,  are  banished  the  sen- 
ate: tyranny  mounts  her  throne,  and  says, — I 
“ Will  .'  The  other  class  of  souls  reside  in  America, 
“ and  must  be  called  souls  of  the  basest  mould;  these 
“ wretches,  by  the  God  of  nature,  have  been  suffered 
“ to  receive  their  being  in  a land  of  happiness,  and 
“have  been  nursed  up  in  a land  of  liberty  and 
“ plenty  ; but  0 monstrous  ingratitude  ! Without 
“ the  least  remorse,  without  any  spur  to  real  ambi- 
“ tion,  they  forsake  their  country  ! in  abort  they  are 
“ divested  of  every  trace  of  human  perfection,  except 
“ one  trifling  gleam  of  hope,  which  the  devil  has  ever 
“ made  use  of  to  delude  his  votaries;  and  this,  will 
“ eventually  end  in  despair.  Yet  these  mens  souls. 
“ dare  attempt  with  their  Syren  songs,  to  lull  even 
“ virtue  itself  to  sleep,  in  the  hopes  that  she  may  yet 
“ split  on  the  rocks. — One  day  we  are  charmed  with 
“ peace,  clemency,  and  pardon  ; riches  and  plenty 
“ are  to  be  powered  into  our  dwellings  ; tyrant-  and 
“ heroes  are  to  drop  their  crowns  and  their  laurel-  at 
“ our  feet,  that  we  may  partake  of  the  banquet,  if  w e 
“ will  only  bow  the  knee  to  satau.  But,  if  we  are 
“ stern  enough  to  deny  passive  obedience,  then  ter- 
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“ ror  and  dismay  are  to  assault  us,  all*  the  Briti-h 
“ navy  shall  knock  down  our  pompous  cities;  tliou- 
“ sands  and  tens  of  thousands  offerees  are  to  crimson 
“ o’er  the  spacious  plains  with  blood;  Canadian  big- 
“ otry  and  persecution  is  to  pour  in  upon  us  from 
“ the  North  ; the  Indians,  with  horrid  barbarity,  are 
“ to  torment  us  from  the  West ; and  perhaps  pesti- 
“ lence  and  Spaniards  from  the  South. — This,  ye  sor- 
“ did  mortals,  is  the  true  picture  of  your  base  hearts; 
“ this  is  the  scene,  on  which  you  could  feast  your 
“ eyes  with  rapture,  provided  the  rocks  and  the 
“ mountains  might  cover  you. — But  now  let  me  tell 
“ you,  that  were  all  this  possible,  there  are  fifteen  out 
“ of  twenty,  throughout  this  vast  continent,  all  Free- 
“ dour's  sons,  whose  blood  is  neither  contaminated 
“ with  paltry  bribe,  or  coward  fear;  who  would  face 
“ all  this  terror,  rather  than  sell  their  birthright  fora 
“ mess  of  pottage,  or  be  a means  of  transmitting  mis- 
“ cry  and  infamy  to  their  posterity. 

“ But,  0 ye  men  of  Cortlandt,  let  us  for  a moment 
“ view  the  windings  of  that  arch  serpent  which  hath 
■“beguiled  you;  with  what  pleasing  sensations,  he 
“ surveys  your  fine  fields,  your  harvests,  and  your 
“herds;  and  how  he  commends  and  admires  the 
■“trickling  drops  that  pour  down  your  brows;  no 
“ doubt  these  are  delicious  charms  to  him  ; yet,  one 
"“thing  on  your  part,  is  absolutely  necessary;  and 
“ that  is,  your  loyalty,  only  establish  that,  and  he  can 
“easily  take  care  of  the  rest  of  your  business. — With 
“ what  elegance  of  stile  .he  describes  your  fertile 
“ plains,  your  splendid  cities,  your  noble  towers,  and 
■“  the  oppulence  of  your  marts,  which  has  poured  all 
“ the  riches  of  the  globe  into  your  laps!  and  all  this, 
“ thro'  the  paternal-  indulgence  of  a tender  mother. 
“ But  he  has  neglected  to  inform  you,  that,  for  these 
“12  years  past,  this  kind  mother  has  become  a 
“ monster ! Like  the  cruel  ostrich,  she  has  forsaken 
“ her  young  ones  ; with  the  fierceness  of  a tyger,  she 
“ lays  waste  our  own  fair  inheritence,  and  dashes 
“her  sons  against  the  stones! — Shakspeare  makes 
“ Hamlet  express  himself  thus;  ‘ But,  I am  pigeon 
“ ‘ livered,  and  lack  gall  to  make  oppression  bitter.’ 
“ Whether  it  is  the  lack  of  gall,  or  the  lack  of  sensi- 
“ bility,  that  makes  you  callous  to  that  bitter  oppres- 
“ sion  that  now  surrounds  you,  I will  not  determine  ; 
“ hut  for  creatures,  that  are  said  to  wear  the  image  of 
“ the  Deity,  to  be  so  lost  to  every  noble  sentiment 
“ that  ornaments  the  man ; must  bespeak  the  most 
.“'-amazing  apathy. — Then  let  me  conjure  you,  to  rise 
“ from  your  lethargy,  assume  the  dignity  of  freemen  ; 
“ smite  the  serpents  that  have  spread  their  poisons 
“round  you;  burn  your  associations;  and  with 
“ dauntless  iutrepity,  join  the  sons  of  freedom,  who 
“ are  the  only  temporal  guardians  of  the  human  race. 

“ B.  E ” 

No  further  attempt  to  answer  this  A (/dress  nor  to 
counteract  the  effects  of  the  Association  appears  to 
have  been  made  until  late  in  the  Spring,  a firng  time 
after  the  farmers  throughout  tiie  Manor  had  com- 


menced their  work  of  ploughing  and  sowing  and 
planting,  when  the  following  letter,  -ign.  ■<!  by  "An 
J “ Inhalitan t,”  was  published  in  Gaine  s _Ye»e-  )'nrk 
Gazette:  or  the  Wcxlhj  M-n-unj,  No.  12:16,  New-Yokk, 
i Monday.  June  10,  1770. 

I 

{“To  THE  INHABITANTS  Of  THE  MaNOK  OF  COKT- 
“ laxdt,  New-Yokk. 

“ Manor  ok  Coktlanht,  May  If*,  1775. 
! “ Gentlemen  : 

“The  dangerous  innovations  and  in- 
] “ fringemeuts  attempted  by  certain  mercenary  Min- 
J “isterial  tools  and  infamous  traitors  (in  this  Manor) 

; “ to  their  Country,  who  assume  to  themselves  the 
! “name  of  Loyalists,  on  the  liberties  of  their  feliow- 
“ subjects,  have  greatly  alarmed  the  impartial  friends 
“of  Liberty  herein.  A fool,  says  an  author,  has 
“great  need  of  title;  it  teaches  men  to  calj  him 
“Count  and  Duke,  and  to  forget  his  proper  name  of 
“Fool. 

“ In  a day  when  American  pulse  beats  high  for 
“ Liberty ; when  it  is  the  subject  of  almost  every 
| “public  paper,  as  well  as  topic  of  discourse,  it  might 
“justly  have  been  expected  that  no  American  would 
“be  so  hardy  as  to  violate  the  rights  of  his  fellow- 
“ subjects ; and  if  any  such  monster  should  appear 
j “in  this  land  of  Liberty,  that  there  would  not  he 
“wanting  advocates  for  so  glorious  and  important  a 
“cause,  as  to  expose  those  of  its  members  who  are 
“ trampling  on  the  sacred  rights  of  the  people. 

“ I have  waited  with  great  impatience,  expecting 
j “that  some  able  hand  would  have  undertaken  the 
“benevolent  task  to  warn  you  to  beware  of  the  con- 
“ duct  of  some  of  the  basest  villains  that  ever  dis- 
“ graced  any  society,  and  draw  the  attention  of  the 
“ inhabitants  to  its  danger  ; hut  finding  that  although 
j “now  some  months  are  elapsed  since  the  commcnce- 
! “merit  of  the  measures  of  these  traitors,  &e..  yet  none 
“ has  appeared  to  sound  the  friendly  alarm  to  the 
“ very  indolent  inhabitants,  I have  attempted  what 
“I  so  ardently  wished  might  have  been  clone  by  some 
“more  able  hand.  While-  we  are  straining  every 
“nerve  to  baffle  foreign  attempts  to  enslave  us,  surely 
| “it  must  be  very  criminal  in  the  descendants  of 
} “ Britons,  who  ought  t » love  life  aud  liberty  alike,  to 
I “ be  so  assiduous  in  exerting  themselves  to  enslave 
| “their  fellow-subjects. 

“ It  may  not  be  improper  to  inform  you,  Gentle- 
“men,  of  the  springs  and  motives  which  induce  these 
“principal  movers  to  forget  their  duty  to  God,  their 
“fellow-countrymen,  and  their  posterity. 

“They,  anxious  to  secure  to  themselves  and  their 
“posterity  power  and  authority,  and  to  engross  some 
“ offices  or  pensions  from  or  under  the  Crown,  have 
“ made  a sacrifice  of  all  public  virtue  on  the  altar  of 
“self-interest.  This  desperate  spirit  it  was  that  in- 
. “ iluced  these  traitors  or  mercenary  hirelings  to  exert 
i “ their  influence  to  bring  about  the  detestable  meas- 
! “ urcs  proposed  by  a certain  paper  handed  about-  here 
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Winter,  entitled*  The  Loijali-t'e  Test.’1  But, 

• . ..j'j'ilv  for  this  Manor,  tlii-*  < ry  • 1 i • > u • noi i - -■  h-  ue 

• disCOUCt  l led  iv  S'  me  l'i\er-  'il  Loyalty  . t 
Liberty.  Fur  the  men  who  would  make  such  in- 

••  peids  on  the  liberties  of  the  people,  as  they  were 
••aiming  at,  to  gratify  their  thirst  for  power,  and  give 
••  Administration  a high  idea  of  their  influence  in  this 
*•  Manor,  would,  from  the  same  principle,  exert  every 
••  nerve  of  influence  to  carry  any  ministerial  mandate 
••  into  execution,  at  the  expense  of  the  liberties  of  ; 
••  their  fellow-countrymen. 

“Can  any  judicious  American  sou  of  liberty  behold 
these  traitors  of  their  Country  without  the  utmost  I 
“ abhorrence,  by  whose  influence  the  more  illiterate  ; 
••  and  those  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  principles  j 
••  of  the  present  dispute,  are  so  besotted  as  to  resign 
••  their  liberties  into  the  hands  of  the  most  ambitious  I 
“ and  designing  fellows,  who  are  aiming  to  make  a 
“ merit  with  the  Ministry  by  enslaving  their  feilow- 
“ countrymen,  and  to  aggrandise  themselves  and  j 
“their  posterity?  Surely  he  cannot.  If  Charles  the  i 
“First  deserved-  the  axe,  and  James  the  Second  the  j 
“ loss  of  his  Kingdom,  for  changing  the  Constitution,  j 
“and  thereby  trampling  on  the  rights  of  their  sub-  ; 
“jects,  I leave  you,  my  Countrymen,  to  judge  what  | 
“punishment  would  be 'adequate  to  the  crimes  of  j 
“ these  loyalists  and  their  tools,  who  are  aiming  at  j 
“ the  same  by  a sacrifice  of  all  public  virtue  and  the 
'*  liberty  of  their  Country. 

“ Ax  Exhabitaat.” 

With  the  publication  of  this  letter,  the  Manor  of 
Cortlandt  probably  closed  its  literary  labors,  in  the  I 
cause  of  either  party,  since  the  work  of  the  successive 
seasons  occupied  the  entire  attention  of  the  Tenantry, 
and  the  Proprietors,  also,  found  other  subjects  which 
commanded  their  attention  ; but  the  great  body  of 
the  farmers,  on  the  Manor,  like  those  in  the  neigh-  j 
boring  County  of  Duchess,  continued  to  be  conser-  | 
vative  and  without  sympathy  with  those  who  were  in  j 
rebellion,  to  the  end  of  the  War. 

During  the  greater  portion  of  the  period  in  which  i 
had  occurred  the  various  transactions  of  which  men-  i 
tion  has  been  made,  herein,  the  General  Assembly  of  ! 
the  Colony  of  New  York  had  not  been  permitted,  by  ! 
the  Colonial  Government,  to  meet  for  the  considera-  ' 
tion  of  the  public  affairs  and  for  the  transaction  of  the  ! 
public  business  of  the  Colony  ; but  a large  proportion, 
it  not  a majority,  of  the  Members  of  the  House,  in 
their  individual  characters,  were  known  to  have  sym- 
pathized, to  a greater  or  lesser  extent,  with  the  less 
radical  portion  of  the  party  of  the  Opposition,  in  the 
Colony,  while  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  of 
the  House,  in  which  was  vested,  ad  interim,  much  of 
the  authority  of  the  House,  was  also  known  to  have  ; 
united  with  the  local  Committees  of  Correspondence, 
in  New  York  and  elsewhere,  in  proposing  the  conven-  ; 

| 

1 Vide  pages  4:5,  41,  45,  ante.  j 


tion  of  a Congress  of  all  tlu*  Colonies,  for  consultation 
ami  advice,  in  the  matter  of  the  great  grievances  to 
which  the  Colonies  were  said  to  have  been  subjected, 
unconstitutionally,  by  the  Parliament  and  the  Minis- 
try of  Great  Britain.  It  was  a matter  of  deep  con- 
cern, therefore,  both  in  the  Colonial  Government  and 
among  the  Colonists,  generally,  when,  on  the  tenth  of 
January,  177d,  that  body  N\as  permitted  to  assemble, 
in  an  Adjourned  Session;  - and,  in  the  absence  of 
more  exciting  occurrences  and  in  view  of  many  anx- 
ious hopes  that  that  Assembly,  which  had  not  been 
concerned  in  any  of  the  extraordinary  occurrences  of 
the  preceding  twelve  months,  might,  possibly,  become 
instrumental  in  restoring  harmony  between  the 
Mother  Country  and  the  Colonies — “ most  ardently 
“desired  by  all  good  men”3 — the  eyes  of  all  careful 
observers,  in  Europe  and  America,  were  directed, 
wistfully,  toward  the  little  chamber,  in  the  old  City- 
Hall,  in  Wall-street,  in  the  City  of  N’ew  York,  in 
which  that  General  Assembly  was  assembled. 

The  members  of  that  Assembly,  as  was  well-known, 
like  the  body  of  the  Colonists  whom  they  respectively 
represented,  were  of  the  confederated  party  of  the 
Opposition,  and,  to  a man,  antagonistic  to  the  Colo- 
nial policy  of  the  Home  Government;  but,  also  like 
their  constituents,  they  were  divided— in  some  in- 
stances, they  were  radically  divided — in  their  views 
and  in  their  inclinations,  concerning  the  manner  in 
which  that  opposition  should  be  presented  and 
through  what  instrumentality  it  should  be  exercised. 
A portion  of  those  members,  respectable  in  character 
and  ability,  but  a minority  in  numbers,  led  by  George 
C'lintou,  Philip  Schuyler,  and  Peter  R.  Livingston, 
asserting  its  continued  loyalty  to  the  Sovereign,  its 
desire  to  effect  a redress  of  the  grievances  under 
which  the  Colonies  were  laboring,  and  its  hope  that  a 
reconciliation  between  the  Colonies  and  the  Mother 
Country  might  be  secured,  nevertheless,  fell  back  on 
the  Congress  and  on  the  line  of  action  on  which  the 
Congress  had  determined,  notwithstanding  the  well- 
known  tendency  toward  Revolution  of  all  which  that 
Congress  had  done,  and  notwithstanding,  also,  the 
equally  well-known  effects  of  that  action,  because  of 
its  ill-concealed  encouragement  of  Insurrection  if  not 
of  Flebellion,  on  a large  portion  of  the  Colonists, 
throughout  tire  Continent,  and  on  the  Home  Govern- 
ment. Another  portion  of  those  members,  equally 
respectable  iu  character  and  ability,  constituting  a 
large,  majority  of  the  House,  and  led  by  Isaac  Wil- 
kins, James  De  Lancey,  and  Crean  Brush,  was  not 
less  opposed  to  the  Colonial  policy  of  the  Home  Gov- 
ernment, nor  less  decided  and  sincere  in  its  opposition 
to  that  policy,  nor  less  desirous  of  effecting  a redress 
of  the  grievances  under  which  the  Colonies  were  said 
to  have  been  suffering,  nor  nitre  hopeful  that  a recoil- 

- Journal  of  th <*  Assewbhjy  Die  M mis,  10  ho.,  A M.,  the  10th  January, 
1775. 

* liesolutii  ■■  if  flw  //••;*•  >f  /.• , s ttut  --  f V-  > ••  •••  inviting  a 
Meeting  of  Deputies,  in  a Congress  of  the  Continent,  Juuo  17,  1774. 
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ciliation  between  the  Colonies  and  the  Mother  Coun- 
try might  be  effected  ; but  it  also  maintained,  in  op- 
position to  the  minority  of  the  House  and  more  con- 
sistently with  the  uniform  profession  of  loyalty  to 
the  Sovereign  and  of  respect  for  the  fundamental 
principles  of  the  Constitution,  in  both  of  which  all, 
the  minority  as  well  as  the  majority,  professed  to  be 
in  harmony,  that  a removal  of  the  causes  of  the  dis- 
affection and  a restoration  of  harmony  between  the 
excited  disputants  could  not  be  secured  by  the  use  of 
such  means  as  the  Congress  had  recommended  and 
authorized,  no  matter  by  whom  organized  and  con- 
trolled; and  that,  for  those  well-defined  purposes,  it 
would  be  preferable  to  adopt  and  employ  only  those 
means  which  would  give  offence  to  no  one,  and  only 
those  instrumentalities  concerning  which  there  could 
not  be  raised  any  question  of  their  legitimacy  nor  of 
thei"  entire  fitness,  within  the  law,  for  the  due  promo- 
tion of  the  great  ends  for  which,  alone,  all  professed 
to  be  contending.  The  first-named  portion  of  the  mem- 
bers, was,  evidently,  determined  to  force  the  Assembly 
into  the  line  of  the  radical  portion  of  the  party  of  the 
Opposition,  for  no  other  purpose,  however,  than  that 
of  increasing  the  moral  weight  of  that  particular  fac- 
tion of  the  party,  in  its  desperate  struggle  for  the 
-possession  of  the  controlling  power,  in  political  affairs, 
within  the  Colony;  and  this,  too,  notwithstanding 
that  success  in  such  determined  effort  could  only  re- 
sult in  destroying  the  one  remaining  body,  legally 
constituted  and  entirely  unsmirched  by  any  associa- 
tion with  any  less  legally  constituted  body,  through 
which  the  Home  Government  could  be  reached,  offi- 
cially, in  whatever  action  should  be  taken  in  behalf 
of  “ the  common  cause  1 and  notwithstanding,  also, 
that  the  supporters  of  the  Congress,  in  the  event  of 
their  success,  would,  thereby,  destroy  a most  powerful 
instrumentality,  then  preparing  to  labor,  independ- 
ently, in  a line  which  whilst  parallel  to  that  already 
occupied  by  the  Congress  itself,  was,  nevertheless,  for 
the  accomplishment  of  the  great  purposes  for  secur- 
ing which  that  Congress  had  been  originally  proposed 
and  was  subsequently  organized,  and  was,  then, 
among  other  less  desirable  purposes,  through  its  own 
appointed  instrumentalities,  apparently  laboring.  The 
last-named  portion  of  the  members,  not  less  deter- 
mined than  the  other,  resolutely  maintained  that  the 
Assembly  should  remain  entirely  independent  from 
all  those  popular  Committees  and  Congresses  which 
had  been  moving  and  laboring,  during  the  preceding 
year,  in  lines  of  action  which  they  had  respectively 
approved,  each  for  itself,  for  the  common  purposes; 


1 “The  Ministry  alleilged  that  the  Congreis  was  no  legal  boily,  anj 
“ cone  could  be  heard  in  reference  to  their  proceedings,  without  giving 
“ that  illegal  body  some  degree  of  countenance;  that  they  could  only 
“ hear  the  Colonies  through  their  legal  Assemblies  and  their  Agents  prop- 
erly authorized  by  them,  and  properly  admitted  here;  that  to  do 
*'  otherwise  would  lead  to  inextricable  confusion  and  destroy  the  whole 
* order  of  Colony  Government.’— (Aminril  hV;;i.<fer  f.r  ?/>•■  year  1775,  56.) 

See,  also,  1'irliaimmbiry  ( .-Union's)  i.,  115,  1 In,  lift. 


and,  with  equal  resolution  and  consistency,  it  evi- 
dently determined,  also,  that  the  As.-einbly  should 
; take  no  official  action  on  any  of  the  occurrences  of 
! the  preceding  year,  except  such  as  should  be  brought 
before  it,  officially,  or  such  as  might  have  arisen  from 
| some  prior  action  of  the  Assembly  itself;  and,  more 
important  than  all  else,  it  determined  that,  with  all 
. the  weight  of  its  legitimate  and  official  authority  and 
influence  and  with  all  the  personal  influence  of  its 
individual  members,  but  after  a fashion  and  in  terms 
I of  its  own  selection,  and  without  any  violation  of  offi- 
cial or  individual  propriety  or  of  the  Laws  of  the 
Land-~especiully  without  officially  recognizing  the 
existence  of  any  other  opposition  to  the  Ministry  or 
the  existence  of  any  other  organized  body  which  had 
been,  which  was,  or  which  might  become,  similarly 
employed — it  would  vigorously  oppose  the  obnoxious 
Colonial  policy  oi  the  Home  Government,  earnestly 
seek  a redress  of  the  serious  grievances  under  which 
the  Colonies  were  then  laboring,  and  honestly  en- 
deavor to  effect  that  honorable  and  permanent  recon- 
ciliation of  the  Colonies  and  the  Mother  Country, 
which  all  factions,  and  all  parties,  and  ail  sects,  and 
all  classes  of  society,  throughout  the  Colony,  professed 
to  consider  necessary  and  desirable;  and  which, some 
in  one  manner  and  some  in  others,  each  faction  for 
itself,  they  were  endeavoring  to  secure,  for  the  common 
weal.2 

The  County  of  Westchester  was  ably  represented 
on  the  floor  of  the  Assembly,  in  the  persons  of  Col- 
onel Frederic  Phil  ipse  and  Judge  John  Thomas,  who 
represented  the  body  of  the  County;  Pierre  Van 
Cortlandt,  who  represented  the  Manor  of  Cortlandt; 
and  Isaac  Wilkins,  who  represented  the  Borough  of 
Westchester.  Ot  these,  Thomas  and  Van  Cortlandt 
were  of  the  minority  of  the  Assembly,  of  which 
mention  has  been  made ; and  Philipse  and  Wilkins 

-There  is  no  subject  connected  with  the  history  of  the  United  States 
which,  from  the  beginning  until  now,  has  been  more  systematically  and 
recklessly  falsified  than  the  political  character  of  the  members  of  that 
Assembly,  the  influences  which  controlled  that  body,  and  the  action 
which  it  took,  on  the  great  political  questions  of  the  day. 

Notwithstanding  there  was  not  a member  of  the  party  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  Assembly,  Murray  (Lupurtinl  f /<</-. r;/,  434  j Lossiug  j Fo  ld 

Book,  ii.,  703)  and,  with  hi*  characteristic  indirectness  and  malign i tv 
Bancroft  (lev*  f'nifedSfof*  <.  original  editi  >n.  N .,  2u>.  200,  21",  211 

212,  etc.  ; tic  same,  centenary  edition,  iv.,  455,  450,  457,  etc.)  stated  or 
insinuated  that  the  “friends of  the  Government,”  or  *‘ihe  Tories,”  were 
in  the  ascendency  aud  controlled  it. 

Notwithstanding  the  Despatches  of  Lieutenunt-gov.rimr  Coldeu  to  the 
Home  Government,  which  are  (and  have  been,  since  1775)  accessible  to 
everybody,  abundantly  prove  that  the  Colonial  Government  possessed  no 
more  influence, which  it  could  exercise  over  the  Assembly,  than  was  pos- 
sessed by  any  other  political  opponent. — that,  in  fact,  that  body  was  not 
in  harmony  with  the  Government,  and  acted  adversely  to  the  hopes  of 
the,  G )verument — Murray,  ( l rtiu ' Ilist . i.,  434)  Hist  . . < f CU  il  l*.  ir 

in  Am-  rioi,  Dublin:  177'.*,  i.,  f-S  ; Soule,  (Histnirv  d-s  i.,  12c  ;) 

etc.,  assert  that  whatever  action  was  taken  by  the  House,  was  under  the 
influence  of  the  Lieutenant-governor  of  tlm  Colony. 

The  action,  on  the  great  questions  of  the  day,  which  the  Assembly  look, 
from  day  to  day,  tells  its  own  story,  wherever  it  is  known,  aud  stamps 
the  brand  of  infidelity  to  their  duties,  as  historians,  on  by  far  the  greater 
number  of  those  who  have-  undertaken  to  discharge  those  duties,  on 
these  particular  subjects. 
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w,ro  of  the  majority  of  that  hotly,  which  lias  Iwen 
,!p  atlv  described  ; and  boeuiwo  ot  t h « • jtromiio  m 
j i r J.-t  which  those  Representatives  ot  that  County 
respectively  took,  in  the  debates  concerning  the 
momentous  questions  which  were  considered  and 
determined  in  that  Assembly,  and  because  ot  the  ills 
which  befell  three  of  those  Kepresentati ves,  because 
of  what  they  had  respectively  said  and  done  in  that 
Assembly,  there  is  no  portion  of  the  history  of  rev- 
olutionary New  York  which  possesses  a deeper  inter- 
est to  those  who  are  of  the  Westche^ter-county  of 
more  recent  days,  than  that  which  relates  to  the 
action  taken  by  that  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony 
of  New  York,  on  the  political  grievances  under  which 
the  Colony  was  then  said  to  have  been  laboring,  on 
the  Colonial  policy  of  the  Home  Government  through 
which  those  alleged  grievances  had  been  inflicted  on 
the  Colonies,  on  the  means  which  were  best  adapted 
to  the  redress  of  those  alleged  grievances,  and  on  its 
employment  of  those  means  for  that  purpose. 

Although  the  Assembly  had  been  prorogued  to 
meet  on  thee  tenth  of  January,  1775,  the  members 
from  the  distant  Counties  were  not  present  on  that 
day,  nor  on  several  succeeding  days ; and,  on  the 
twentieth  of  that  month,  a “''Call  of  the  House”  was 
ordered  to  be  made  on  the  seventh  of  February  ensu- 
ing; and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  was  ordered  to 
write  to  the  absent  Members,  to  require  their  punctual 
attendance  on  that  day,1  both  factions  of  the  House 
evidently  understanding  that  that  particular  “ Call  of 
“the  House”  carried  with  it,  in  honor  if  in  nothing 
else,  the  additional  provision  that  no  leading  question 
which  was  likely  to  be  brought  before  the  Assembly, 
during  that  Session,  should  be  thus  introduced,  until 
after  that  “ Cal!  ” should  have  been  made,  agreeably 
to  that  Order.2  It  appears,  however,  that  the  minority 
was  strengthened  by  the  arrival  of  two  of  the  absen- 
tees, within  a few  days  after  the  “ Call  ” had  been 
ordered  and  nearly  a fortnight  before  the  day  on 
which  it  was  ordered  to  be  made — at  which  time,  too, 
it  appeared  to  the  minority  that  it  had  temporarily 
acquired  the  control  of  the  House — and  the  majority 
was  surprised,  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  January,  by 

1 Journal  •>/  tin  House,  “ Die  Veneris,  10  ho.,  A. 31.,  the  2oth  January, 

2 “ It  was  some  Days  before  a sufficient  number  of  Members  got  to  Town 
to  make  a House,  and  there  are  still  twelve  of  their  number  absent, 

“ which  has  occasioned  the  House  to  put  off  the  farther  consideration  of 
' 4 their  Imi*>i taut  Business  to  the  7th  of  uext  Month,  at  which  Time 
“they  have  ordered  all  their  Members  to  attend.” — t Li+nt-  nont .* rrnnr 
n to  tio  i: irl of  Jhirtvionth , “ New  York,  21  January,  177.'*.”  i 
In  tilt*  Lieutenant-governor's  Despatc  h to  the  Karl  of  Dartmouth, 
d.iu*d  on  t ho  tint  of  February,  1775,  it  is  stated  that  the  Call  of  the  House 
r"  h rrod  to  was  made  on  a Motion  offered  by  the  minority  of  Tie-  House, 

* »r  what  was  supposed  would  Ice  beneficial  to  its  purposes  ; and  when  it 

remembered  that  the  majority  already  possessed  the  control  of  what- 
r ’■  ( whs  brought  forward,  it  will  be  seen  that  that  majority  not  only 
'*sd  i> • » occasion  to  make  such  a Call,  but  also,  that,  when  it  consented 
" xt  Mi'  h a ‘‘('all”  should  be  made,  it  had  entire  confidence  in  its  con- 
!*  d •‘uprcnmcN,  even  w hen  the  entire  strength  of  each  of  rhe  two  fac- 
• «h**uld  have  ln*en  brought  into  the  House,  an  instance  of  its  temer- 

• • *ii:  h,  very  nearly,  became  disastrous  to  it. 

4 


4!» 


i the  introduction  of  a Resolution,  submitted  by  Col- 
onel Abraham  Ton  Hmeck,  of  the  Manor  of  Hens* 
seluerwyck,  to  “take  into  considerate  ti  tin*  I’roeeed- 
j “ ings  of  the  Continental  Congress,  held  iu  the  City 
j “of  .Philadelphia,  in  the  Months  of  September  and 
| “ October  last.” 

Under  any  circumstances  and  in  any  assemblage, 
there  would  be  aroused  an  earnest,  if  not  an  angry, 

] opposition  to  any  movement  which  was  covered  with 
j as  much  of  bad  faith  and  dishonor  as  was  seen,  sur- 
rounding the  Resolution  which  Colonel  Ten  Rroeck 
] had  thus  submitted  in  violation  of  the  honorable 
understanding,  between  the  two  factions,  which  had 
| been  entered  into  when  the  “Call  of  the  House”  was 
agreed  to,  by  both;  and,  in  the  instance  under  con- 
! sideration,  “ a .warm  debate  ensued,”  between  the 
1 rival  factions  of  the  Assembly,  which  was  followed  by 
a call  “ for  the  Previous  Question,”  submitted  by 
j Colonel  Pbilipse,  of  the  County  of  Westchester,  on 
| which,  agreeably  to  the  parliamentary  usage  of  that 
period,  the  House  was  carried  from  the  consideration 
I of  the  Resolution  which  was  then  before  it,  to  the 
| consideration  of  that  “previous  question.”  whether 
j the  question  on  the  original  Resolution  should  then 
he  taken,  in  other  words,  if  that  original  Resolution 
should  riot,  then  and  there,  be  absolutely  rejected, 
without  being  permitted  to  linger  until  another  day, 
in  the  hands  of  an  adverse  majority.  By  a vote  of 
ten  to  eleven,  the  House  determined  that  the  question 
on  Colonel  Ten  Broeck’s  ill-timed  Resolution  should 
not  “ be  now  put,”  thereby  entirely  defeating  the 
minority,  in  its  certainly  dishonorable  attempt  to 
force  a consideration  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Con- 
gress, on  the  Assembly,  in  open  violation  of  its  own 
; particular  undertaking,  and  at  the  expense  of  its  own 
j honor.3 

Very  reasonably,  although  the  welcome  act  was 
done  by  those  who  were  not  of  the  “friends  of  the 
“Government,”  the  result  of  that  early  struggle  in  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Colony,  on  such  a raomen- 
j tous  question,  was  very  acceptable  to  the  Colonial 
Government4  as  well  as  to  the  Ministry,  at  London;5 
and,  from  that  date  until  this,  separated  from  the  mo- 
tives of  the  majority  of  the  Assembly  who  had  thus 
rejected  the  Resolution,  and  from  the  other  acts  of 
the  series,  in  opposition  to  the  Government,  of  which 


3  Journal  of  the'  House,  “ Die  Jovis,  10  ho.,  A.M.,  the  26th  January, 
1775  I.i'  Ht’-ii't.if-jor^nior  Co!  < ten  to  General  Coye.  “ N F.w  York  20th 
“ Jany  1775  ; ” the  some  to  the  Earl  of  barlmoutli , “ New  York  1st  Feby 
“ 1775  ; ” th“  *<nne  to  Gorervor  Troon,  “ New  York,  1st  Feby.  1775  the 
; to  Admiral  timers,  “New  York  2"th  Feb.  1775/’ 

* The  venerable  Lieutenant-governor  of  the  Province  was  evidently  in 
excellent  spirits,  from  that  result,  when  he  wrote  the  Despatches  r*  Gen- 
eral G «ge  and  the  Lari  of  Dartmouth,  which  were  referred  to  in  the  hist 
preceding  Note. 

5 “ When  the  question  to  adopt  the  Measures  recommended  l»y  the  Con- 
“ gress  was  negatived  by  q Majority  of  one  only,  in  this  Assembly  of 
“ twenty->ix  Individuals,  the  Ministers  were  in  high  spirits;  and  these 
‘ Individuals  were  then  represented  as  ‘all  America/  ” — (Governor  John- 
stone's Sjirri'h  in  the  Hon-e  of  t '.immon*,  May  15,  1775 — .Union's  l\irloitnen~ 
to nj  Ileyisler,  i.,  473.) 


. 
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that  rejection  of  Colonel  Ten  Broeck’s  Resolution  ■ 
was  only  the  prelinlo,  that  Vote  of  the  A>seru- 
bly  has  supplied  a theme  on , which  those  who  ' 
have  seemed  to  play  the  part  of  historians  of  that  j 
portion  of  America’s  history,  have  based  much 
of  what  they  have  said,  unduly  commendatory 
of  Massachusetts  and  Virginia  and  quite  its  unduly  > 
denunciatory  of  everything  which  pertained  to  New 
York, 'unless  of  some  of  the  men  of  New  York,  | 
of  that  early  period,  whose  characters,  for  fidelity  to 
the  truth  and  uprightness  in  the  discharge  of  public  ! 
duties,  were  no  better  than  their  own. 1 

The  lesson  which  the  defeat  of  its  dishonorable  j 
movement,  under  Colonel  Ten  Brooek,  had  given  to  i 

1 Gordon  (History of  American  Rcndn/hm,  i.,  471')  lt  d off.  in  tlie  work  of 
detraction,  by  saying  “ The  Massachusetts  Congress  were  displeased  with 
'"the  proceeding  of  the  Gener.il  Assembly  of  New  York,"  for  this  Vote,  j 
among  others*,  as  if  the  approval  of  any  merely  insurrectionary  body 
were  necessary  to  ensure  the  respectability,  in  history,  of  any  General 
Assembly,  legally  elected,  legally  convened,  and  acting  in  conformity 
with  law.  Ramsay  (History  of  the  Amei  ban  Rci‘n{n(o/n,  i.,  143)  imiuua-  I 
ted,  in  the  absence  of  sufficient  authority  to  assert,  that “ tlie  j>arry  for 
“Royal  Government,” — although  there  was  not  a member  of  that  party 
within  the  Assembly,  and  although  tlie  Colonial  Government  was  con-  ; 
fessedly  without  influence  enough  robe  made  acquainted  with  its  inten- 
tions—led  the  Assembly  to  reject  the  Resolution.  Graham*  (History  of 
the  United  ^States,  iv.,  3bo)  following  Ramsey,  and,  generally,  in  his  mi-  , 
credit'  d words,  repeated  tlie  shfnder  w hich  that  early  writer  insinuated. 
Leake  (3L  moir  of  General  Lamb , 97)  regarded  the  Vote  as  unpatriotic 
and  “an  important  ministerial  triumph.”  Lossing  ( Field  Hmk  of  the  Ret-  j 
olution,  ii.,  793)  made  “ fifteen  of  the  twenty-four  Members  of  the  As- 
“ sembly.  Loyalists  ; ” and  he  attributed  the  Vote  to  that  unduly  assumed  : 
cause,  although,  in  fact,  every  member  professed  to  have  been  equally 
loyal  to  the  Sovereign.  Bancroft,  also,  as  far  as  his  fragmentary  para- 
graphs may  be  regarded  as  history  (History  of  the  Unit'  d Sates,  original 
edition,  iv.,  207-210  ; the  s< (me,  centenary  edition,  iv.,  434— 4oiq  insinu- 
ated what  he, would  have  been  glad  to  have  asserted,  had  In-  possessed  even 
a shadow  of  evidence  to  support  him,  that  it  was  the  influence  of  the 
Government  and  that  of  the  Established  Church,  the  venality  of  tlie 
Representatives  in  the  Assembly,  the  timidity  of  the  Colonists  themselves, 
and  prejudice  against  lawyers  and  Presbyterians,  combined,  which  pro  ; 
duced  that  notable  Vote.  The  servility  of  the  Assembly  to  the  Minis-  ; 
try,  singularly  enough,  produced  it.  if  the  acute  and  untrustworthy 
John  C.  Hamilton  (History  if the  Republic,  i.,  79),  is  to  be  believed.  Lodge  t 
(History  of  the  English  Colonies,  *491,)  one  of  the  latest  specimens  of  Massa-  j 
chus-  tts  dilottanteism,  sneeringly  refers  to  the  Assembly  of  New  York  j 
as  “the  close  corporation  known  as  the  Assembly,"  as  if  the  General 
Court  of  Massachusetts,  locked  in  its  Chamber,  was  not  quite  as  “close”  i 
a body,  while  it  was  in  session,  as  even  he  could  find.  Others,  including  : 
Frotliiiigliam  (Rise  of  the  Rrjndnie,  396)  to'd  only  of  the  rejection  of  Col- 
onel Ten  Broeck’s  Resolution,  and,  by  the  suppression  of  much  of  the 
truth  concerning  the  subject,  left  their  less  informed  readers  to  infer,  if 
the  latter  are  not  directly  to  Id -so,  that  the  Assembly  was  influenced,  in 
that  action,  by  au  antagonism  to  the  popular  cause. 

X one,  unacquaiutcd  with  the  facts  and  depending  on  any  of  the 
above-named  historians  for  information,  can  possibly  learn,  from  them, 
that  the  Vote  rei’eiTod  to  was  taken  in  tlie  interest  of  tlie  common  cause,  ' 
as  a .prelude  to  what  the  Assembly  intended  to  do,  in  its  own  manner,  in  i 
support  of  that  cause  ; that  there  was  not  a “ friend  of  the  Government,’1  ; 
or  “Tory,”  or  member  of.  the  “ party  of  the  Government,  ” among  the  ; 
members  of  that  Assembly  ; that  the  Colonial  Government  was  not  con- 
sulted, respecting  anything  which  was  done,  or  to  be  done,  by  that  As- 
sembly ; and  that  not  even  the  Congress  of  the  Continent,  as  will  l-e  seen 
hereafter,  more  earnestly,  more  powerfully,  or  more  successfully  opposed 
the  Ministry  and  demanded  a redress  of  tlie  grievances  of  the  Colonies, 
than  that  As^ehibly,  in  every  thing  which  it  di  1,  on  those  subjects.  Pit- 
kin (History  of  the  United  Stah-s,  i..  3*24,  32"'. ) and  Hildreth  ( II  story  of  the 
United  State*,  First  Series,  iij.,  of*,)  notwithstanding  tin  y w-.-rc  New  Eng-  : 
landers,  did  not  permit  the  truth  to  be  suppressed  ; but  they  gave  to  tho 
Assembly  of  New  Tori;,  at  1‘ost  a portion  of  what  was  due  to  it,  in  honestly 
written  history. 


the  minority  of  the  A*-ombl\j  appears  to  have  been 
well-studied  by  those  who  were  of  that  minority  ; but 
it  did  not  prevent  it  from  continuing  to  hanker  after 
the  leadership  of  whatever  movement,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  a redress  of  the  grievances  of  the  Colonies,  tlie 
Assembly  should  he  inclined  to  take.  Subsequent 
events  very  clearly  indicated,  indeed,  that  the  mi- 
nority desired  to  promote  its  own  factional  interests 
rather  than  to  serve  the  Colony  ; and,  undoubtedly 
with  that  end  in  view,  five  days  after  tlie  defeat  of  its 
first  ill-timed  movement,  and  apparently  actuated 
only  by  purely  patriotic  motives,  Peter  R.  Living- 
ston, of  the  Manor  of  Livingston,  one  of  the  leaders 
of  the  minority,  offered  a Resolution  “that  a day 
“maybe  appointed  to  take  tlie  state  of  this  Colony 
“into  consideration  ; to  enter  such  Resolutions  as  the 
“House  may  agree  to,  on  their  Journals;  and,  iii 
“consequence  of  such  Resolutions,  to  prepare  a hum- 
“ blg_,  firm,  dutiful,  and  loyal  Petition  to  our  most  gra- 
“ cious  Sovereign.”  Whatever  may  have  been  the  pur- 
poses of  tlie  minority,  in  submitting  that  Resolution, 
however,  it  certainly  gathered  no  special  advantages 
to  itself,  in  doing  so,  since  the  majority  promptly  ac- 
cepted a proposition  which  was  perfectly  agreeable  to 
it,  and  added  importance  to  it,  per  se,  by  uniting  witli 
the  minority  in  support  of  it,  all  the  members  who 
were  present,  the  conservative  as  well  as  the  radical, 
uniting  in  the  unanimous  adoption  of  it.2 

Immediately  after  the  adoption  of  the  Resolution 
submitted  by  the  Representative  of  the  Living- 
ston Manor,  James  De  Lancey,  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  majority 
and  the  head  of  that  powerful  family,  moved 
“that  a Memorial  to  the  Lords , and  a Representation 
“ and  Remonstrance  to  the  Commons  of  Great  Brit- 
“ ain  may  he  prepared,  together  with  the  Petition 
“ to  his  Majesty;”  J and,  like  the  Resolution  which 


-Journal  of  the  Hons?,  “Die  Martis,  10  ho.,  A.  31.,  the  31st  January, 
‘1773.” 

"The  peculiar  force,  if  not  tho  peculiar  assertion  of  the  political 
standing  of  tlie  General  Asscmblj*,  with  which  the  proposed  papers  were 
vested,  in  the  words  of  the  Resolution,  was  noticed,  m the  Parliament, 
and  used  as  one  of  the  reasons  f >v  the  Parliament’s  rejection  of  them — 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  it  was  .-aid,  “the  title  of  the  paper  rendered  it 
“ inadmissible.  It  was  called  ‘a  d/»  mnri d ; 1 now,  ‘ ^Rmorinh  ’ are  pre- 
sented from  otie  crowned  head  to  another;  but  a<  to  a i Memorial  ’ from 
‘■an  American  Assembly,  it  wn>  unheard  of,  and  ought  nut  to  be  read..” 
In  the  same  debate,  it  was  said,  also,  by  another  Peer,  that  “the  title 
“ given  to  the  paper  was  suspicious  : a * I ■ titbaU  from  the  same  Assem- 
“ blv  had  beeu  presented  to  tlie  King,  the  Colonies  not  denying  the 
“ supreme  Rights  of  1 1 i=>  Majesty  ; a ‘ Remonstrance*  to  the  Commons: 
“and,  now,  a : .If  -mnriul  ’ to  the  Lords.  They  dropped  the  usual  word 
“‘iVG'hmi,'  lest,  fi  >m  that,  it  should  be  imagined  that  they  acknowl- 
edged the  supreme  powr  of  those  branches  of  the  Legislature.”  — 
(cyeerhes  of  the  Earl  of  DenhijU  and  Karl  (Barer,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  May 
IS,  1777.) 

In  the  House  of  Commons.  Mr.  Jenkinson,  in  opposition  to  receiving 
the  paper  addressed  to  that  House,  “ urged  that  the  House  had  never  re- 
ceived Petitions  of  this  nature  : that,  lo  re,  the  name  of  a Petition  was 
“ studiously  avoided,  lest  anything  like  an  obedience  to  Parliament 
*l  Khould  be  acknowledged.  Tho  opposition  < f the  Colonies  was  not  so 
‘•much  against  the  tax  which  gave  rise  tu  the  present  dispute,  ns  to  the 
“ whole  legislative  authority  of  Parliament,  and  to  any  restrictions  of 


‘ii 


. ! 
' 1 


j 

i 


. 


. 


WESTCU  KSTKU  COl'NTV. 


51 


•j  ,.1  immediately  |) re  -fled  it,  that  Resolution,  also,  j 
, , ,.iv  eil  the  atlirmative  vote  of  every  member  ot  tin' 

H "Use  who  was  then  present.  1 

Ontinuing  the  commendable  work  in  which  it  had  j 
jliU'  commenced  the  proceeding’s  of  the  day,  and  ap-  ! 
j arentlv  without  any  dissent  from  any  one,  the  House 
j'k-u  ordered  that  James  He  Lancey,  and  Benjamin 
Kissam,  of  the  City  of  New  York,  Colonel  1’hilip  j 
Sehuvler,  of  Albany-county.  George  Clinton,  of  Ul- 
ster-eountv,  Dirk  Brinkerhoof,  of  • Duchess-county,  | 
Samuel  Gale,  of  Orange-county,  Isaac  Wilkins,  of  the  | 
Borough  of  Westchester,  Crean  Brush,  of  Cumber-  | 
land-county  \itow  a part  of  Vermont ],  Christopher  J 
lollop,  of  Richmond-county,  Jolm  Rapelje,  of; 
Kiugs-county,  and  William  Nicoll,  of  Quecns- 
county,  or  the  major  part  of  them— all,  except  Philip 
Schuyler  and  George  Clinton  being  of  the  majority  of 
the  House — be  “ a Committee  to  prepare  a Slate  - of  the 
“ Grievances  of  this  Colony,  and  report  same  to  this 
'•House,  with  all  convenient  speed,  after  the  Call 
“thereof,  to  be  had  on  the  seventh  of  February 
“next.”3  Having  thus  indicated  what  the  House 
proposed  to  do,  in  the  common  cause  in  which  the 
body,  of  the  Colonists  -\vas  so  earnestly  engaged,  the 
House  was  then  adjourned. 

Time,  very  often,  produces  marvellous  changes  in 
the  tempers  and  purposes  of  politicians,  especially  in 
those  of  politicians  who  are  not  of  the  controlling 
majority,  in  their  own  party  or  in  the  State;  and, 
very  often,  the  actions  of  those  politicians,  when  the 
latter  are  engaged  in  a personal,  or  factional,  or  par- 
tisan struggle,  cannot  be  brought  within  the  provisions 
of  any  known  rule  of  action,  of  any  class.  No  reas- 
onable reason  which  would  be  honorable^  to  the 
minority  of  the  Assembly,  therefore,  can  be  given  for 
the  eagerness  which  it  displayed,  on  the  sixteenth  of 
February,  to  disturb  the  harmony  of  that  body,  in 
which  all  of  both  factions  appeared  to  have  been 
united  in  both  purpose  and  action  ; but,  on  that  day, 
Colonel  Philip  Schuyler,  of  Albany-county,  in  behalf 
of  that  minority,  renewed  the  conflict  of  factions  | 
which  had  been  opened,  unsuccessfully,  by  Colonel  j 
Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  of  the  Manor  of  Rensselaers- 
wvek,  on  the  preceding  twenty-sixth  of  January,  j 
For  that  unseemly  purpose,  that  distinguished  mem- 

“ v.i'-ir  trade.” — ($pe?-ch  of  Jfr.  Jr'iikinsou,  m the*  Ifoiisp  <>J  ContuiouSj  May 
13,  1773. — .Union's  Pnrliawentury  lOfjistcr,  i.,  470.) 

Besides  tlio  peculiarity  of  the  titles  of  those  several  papers,  to  which  I 
r J‘ reiice  ha*  been  made  there  was  a grave  significance  in  tin-  tact  that 
th  y were  moved  for,  with  those  titles,  by  the  head  ui  the  loading  tarn-  j 
a 1 y iii  the  Colony ; and  that  they  Were  ordered  by  an  unanimous  vote  of  j 
t ha  Assembly.  It  has  suited  those  who  have  preferred  to  tiuducc  New  j 
York  and  her  General  Assembly,  however,  to  regard  both  the  General 
Assembly  arid  its  papers  as  only  favorable  t<>  the  Home  Government  and 
»*.u^'inibtic  to  the  common  cause. 

1 Journal  of  tiir  “ Die  Martis,  10  ho.,  A.M  , the  hist  January, 

* In  t’ii-  language  of  that  period,  the  word  “ State,"  as  it  was  used  in  , 
* - •»  I similar  connections,  was  the  equivalent  of  the  word  “State-  j 

» -at,’'  vihndi,  in  such  connections,  h?  now  employed. 

1 J ,.f  the  II'hia*,  “Die  Martis,  It)  ho.,  A.  31.,  the  hist  January,  i 


her  of  the  minority,  on  the  day  referred  to,  moved 
that  certain  specified  !••: written  by  the  Assem- 
bly’s Committee  of  Correspondence,  during  the  recess 
of  the  House,  and  urging  the  convention  of  a Con- 
gress of  the  Continent  for  the  consideration  of  the 
grievances  of  the  Colonies,4  should  lie  entered  on  the 
Journals  of  the  House,  and  copies  of  them  be  sent 
to  the  newspapers,  for  publication;  and,  of  course, 
“debates  arose  upon  the  said  Motion,”  which  'was 
followed  by  the  emphatic  rejection  of  it,  by  a 
vote  of  nine,  in  the  atlirmative,  against  sixteen,  in 
the  negative— Judge  Thomas  and  Pierre  Van  Cort- 
landt,  of  course,  being  among  the  former,  and  Colonel 
Pbilipse  and  Isaac  Wilkins,  of  course,  among  the  lat- 
ter.5 

On  the  following  day,  [February  17],  Colonel 
Nathaniel  Woodhull,  of  Suffolk-county,  also  a prom- 
inent member  of  the  minority,  continued  the  faction- 
al strife,  by  offering  a Resolution  of  Thanks  to  those 
gentlemen  who  had  represented  this  Colony  in  the 
recent  Congress,  “for  their  faithful  and  judicious  dis- 
“ charge  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  by  the  good 
“people  of  this  Colony;”  and,  of  course,  “debates 
“ arose  upon  the  said  Motion  ; ” after  which,  by  a 
vote  of  nine,  in  tire  affirmative,  against  fifteen,  in  the 
negative,  it  was  rejected — Judge  Thomas  being  among 
the  former,  and  Colonel  Pbilipse  and  Isaac  Wilkins 
being  among  the  latter.® 

On  the  twenty-first  of  February,  Peter  R.  Living- 
ston, of  the  Manor  of  Livingston,  continued  the 
struggle  of  the  minority,  by  offering  a Resolution 
giving  “the  Thanks  of  this  House  to  the  Merchants 
“ and  Inhabitants  of  this  City  and  Colony,  for  their 
“ repeated,  disinterested,  publick-spirited,  and  patri- 
“ otic  Conduct,  in  declining  the  Importation  or  Re- 
“ eeiving  of  Goods  from  Great  Britain,  and  for  their 
“ firm  Adherence  to  the  Association  entered  into  and 
“ recommended  by  the  Grand  Continental  Congress, 
“ held  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  Months  of  September 
“and  October  last,  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  signify  the 
“same  to  the  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
“ in  this  City,  at  their  next  Meeting,  and  order  a copy 
“of  the  same  to  be  published  in  the  public  Prints.” 
Like  the  other  Resolutions'  of  the  series,  which  had 
preceded  it,  this  peculiarly  inappropriate  Resolution, 
before  such  a deliberative  body,  after  it  had  been 
amply  discussed,  was  promptly  rejected  by  a vote  of 
ten,  in  the  affirmative,  among  whom  were  Judge 
Thomas  and  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  against  fifteen, 


* Ono  of  those  tetters,  if  not  more  of  them,  was  noticed  in  our  statement 
of  the  measures  of  tho  Committee  of  Correspondence  in  New  York, 
relative  to  it.s  proposition  for  the  convention  of  a Congress  of  the  Colo- 
nies, page  23,  ante. 

» Journal  of  ///?  Houm,  “Die  Jovis,  10  ho.,  A.M.,  the  10th  February, 
“ 177.7. ” 

u Jiotnml  of  ihf  Iftome,  “ Die  Veneris,  It)  ho.,  A.M.,  the  17th  February, 
u 1775 Liftit^Huiit-tjovevuov  ColJ-n  tit  Gtmtrul  tray?,  “New  York  2"ih 
“ Fehry,  177.7." 


See,  also,  Dunlap's  U'ntonj  <>f  AV/t  - York,  i.,454,  4.75. 
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in  the  negative,  among  whom  were  Colonel  Philipse  j other  1 
and  Isaac  Wilkins.1 

On  tlie  twenty  third  of  February,  Crean  Brush,  of 
Cumberland-county,  from  the  Committee  which  had 
been  appointed  to  prepare  a State  of  the  (rrircntres  of 
thin  Colony,  presented  a Report  from  that  Committee; 
which  was  “ referred  to  t lie  consideration  of  a Com- 


ine of  action,  in  New  York  or  elsewhere, 
in  order  that  its  particular  opposition  might  not  en- 
counter that  reasonable  disregard  of  the  Home  Gov- 
ernment which  t he  opposition  of  those  who  were  in 
open  insurrection  would  surely  encounter,  was  as  well 
known  to  the  minority  of  that  General  Assembly, 
especially  after  the  rejection  of  the  Resolution  offered 


“mittee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  be  proceeded  on,  by  Colonel  Ten  Broeck  and  the  subsequent  adoption 
“ by  the  said  Committee,  on  Wednesday  next.”  - of  those  offered,  respectively,  by  Peter  R.  Livingston 

Immediately  after  the  Report  on  the  Grievances  of  and  James  Do  Laneey,as  it  was  to  the  greater  number 


the  Colony  had  been  thus  referred,  Judge  John 
Thomas,  one  of  the  Representatives  of  Westchester- 
county,  and  a leading  member  of  the  minority,  offered 
a Resolution  providing  that  “ the  sense  of  this  House 
“ be  taken  on  the  necessity  of  appointing  Delegates 
“for  this  Colony,  to  meet  the  Delegates  for  the  other 
“ Colonies  on  this  Continent,  in  General  Congress, 
“on  the  tenth  day  of  May  next.”  The  introduction 
of  that  resolution  led  to  a spirited  Debate  in  which 
the  motives  of  the  rival  factions  composing  the  con- 
federated party  of  the  Opposition  and  the  undue 
assumption  of  authority  which  had  not  been  dele- 
gated to  it,  by  the  recently  held  Congress  of  t he  Con- 
tinent, were  freelv  and  ably  discussed  by  Colonel 


of  the  members  of  that  body,  who  sustained  it;  and 
a decent  respect  for  the  welfare  of  the  Colony,  that 
great  end  which  all  professed  to  regard  as  greater 
than  all  others,  if  that  profession  had  been  honestly 
made,  would,  unquestionably,  have  induced  every 
member  of  each  of  the  factious  to  have  labored,  earn- 
estly and  harmoniously,  in  the  sincere  promotion  of 
the  common  cause.  But  it  was  clearly  shown  that 
“ the  common  cause,”  which  was  so  loudly  talked  of, 
was  only  a secondary  matter  ; that  personal  and 
factional  interests  were,  in  fact,  regarded  as  superior 
to  the  interests  of  the  country;  that  it  was  the  pur- 
pose of  the  minority  and  of  those  with  whom  it  affil- 
iated, for  the  especial  advancement  of  their  individual 


Philip  Schuyler  and  George  Clinton,  in  support  of  ! and  factional  interests,  to  obtain  the  entire  control  of 


the  Resolution,  and  by  Crean  Brush  and  Isaac  Wil- 
kins,3 in  opposition  to  it ; and  the  consideration  of  the 
subject  was  closed  by  the  rejection  of  the  Resolution, 
by  a vote  of  nine  in  the  affirmative  and  seventeen 
in  the  negative,  the  four  Representatives  from  the 
County  of  Westchester  being  divided  between  the 
two  factions,  as  they  had  been  in  the  previous  divi- 
sions of  the  House.4 

The  well-considered  and,  under  the  circumstances, 
the  judicious  determination  of  the  majority  of  the 
General  Assembly,  to  unite  in  the  general  opposition 
to  the  Colonial  policy  of  the  Home  Government,  in 
the  general  demand  fora  redress  of  the  assumed  griev- 
ances of  the  Colonies,  and  in  the  generally  expressed 
desire  to  restore  the  harmony  between  the  Colonies 
and  the  Mother  Country,  which  the  infliction  of  those 
grievances  had  disturbed,  without,  however,  recogniz- 
ing the  existence  of  any  other  opposition  thereto,  in 


the  political  affairs  of  the  Colony,  even  at  the  expense 
of  a revolutionary  overthrow  of  the  entire  structure 
of  the  Colonial  Government ; that,  for  the  pro- 
motion of  that  purpose,  the  series  of  Resolutions 
submitted  by  the  minority,  from  that  submitted 
by  Colonel  Schuyler  to  that  submitted  by  Judge 
Thomas,  was  prepared  and  submitted  with  an  entire 
knowledge  that  it  would  be  promptly  rejected  by 
the  House,  as  inconsistent  with  the  line  of  action 
which  the  majority  had  adopted,  for  its  guidance; 
and  that  the  successive  votes  of  the  General  Assembly, 
by  which  those'  Resolutions  were  successively  re- 
jected, divested  of  all  that  was  so  well  known  of  the 
purposes  of  that  body  and  surrounded  with  all  of 
insinuation  and  falsehood  which  individual  animosity 
and  factional  zeal  could  contrive,  were  industriously 
presented,  one  after  another,  in  their  naked  form,  to  the 
populace  in  New  York  City  and  elsewhere,  as  evi- 
any  other  person,  in  any  other  organization,  or  in  any  j deuces,  as  false  as  they  were  mischievous,  of  what 

was  unduly  assumed  to  have  been  the  antagonism  of 
the  General  Assembly  to  the  common  cause,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  for  the  purpose  of  gradually  under- 
mining the  affection  for  the  Mother  Country,  which 
generally  prevailed,  throughout  the  Colony,  and  of 
preparing  the  populace  for  a revolutionary  transfer  of 
the  legislative,  as  well  as  lor  that  of  the  executive 
and  judicial,  authority  of  the  Colonial  Government, 
into  other  channels,  in  the  interest  of  Rebellion, 
wherein  the  control  would  be  assumed  by  other,  if  not 
by  better,  men. 

Having  fully  accomplished  its  preliminary  purpose, 
in  securing  from  the  legally  constituted  Legislature 
of  the  Colony  a rejection  of  the  several  revolutionary 
Resolutions  which  it  had  submitted,  and  in,  thertby. 


1 Journal  of  th •>  House,  “Pie  Martis,  10  no.,  A.M.,  the  21st  February, 
41 1775j;”  Lieutenant- Governor  Golden  to  General  G<ujet  “New  York  2nth 
“ Fehry,  1775.” 

2 Journal  of  Ih  Hov*e,  “Die  Jovis,  10  ho.,  A.M.,  the  23d  February, 
“ 1775.’  Lieutenant-governor  Coldeu  to  General  Gaje,  “New  York,  2(>th 
“ Febry  1775  ; ” the  same  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  “ New  York,  1st  March 

41 1775,” 

3Speeches.  made  by  Brush  and  V.'ilkins,  on  that  occasion,  may  be  seen 
in  Force’s  American  Archives,  Fourth  Series,  i.,  1200-1207,  the  former 
re-printed  from  ltiriii'jton’ : * Xeic-YorT:  Gazetteer,  No.  9>,  New- York, 
Thursday,  March  2,  1775  ; the  latter  from  the  same  paper,  No.  103,  New- 
Yobk,  Thursday,  April  G,  1775.  Students  of  the  history  of  the  Revolu- 
tion in  the  Colonies  w !1  be  well  paid  fur  the  time  occupied  in  a careful 
perusal  of  those  Speeches,  in  connection  with  the  other  literature  of  that 
subject,  published  during  that  period. 

* Journal  of  the  “ Die  .Tovis,  In  ho.,  A.M.,  the  23*1  of  February, 

**  1775  Lo'uteuan(-<jortrnor  Coldeu  loth - Earl  if  Dartmouth,  “ New  York, 
“ 1st  March,  1775.” 
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l.,i,|imr  a pretext  t<>  those,  of  it*  confederates,  not  of 
ill,-  tieticral  Assembly,  for  the  assumption,  by  them, 
<1!  authority,  nominally  in  tiie  name  of  the  body  of 
sh<  Colonists  but  really  in  known  opposition  to  the 
inclinations  of  by  far  the  greater  number,  to  call  a 
Convention  of  the  Colony,  in  the  interests  of  Rebel- 
lion, in  which  Oiouhl  be  reposed  the  uncontrolled 
power  of  exercising  the  various  functions  of  an  inde- 
pendent, despotic  Government,  without  any  limitation, 
and  in  open  disregard  of  the  existing,  legally-consti- 
tuted Government  of  the  Colony — having  accom- 
plished that  preliminary  purpose,  the  minority  of  the 
A ssembly  discontinued  the  submission  of  Resolutions 
of  any  character  ; and,  as  will  be  seen,  all  its  labors  j 
were  subsequently  devoted  to  the  promotion  of  its  j 
factional  purposes,  only,  in  the  consideration  of  the  1 
papers  which  the  House  had  ordered  to  be  prepared 
and  laid  before  it,  in  which,  however,  the  majority 
afforded  very  slight  reasons  for  complaint. 

On  the  appointed  day,  [ March  1,  1775]  the  Assem- 
bly, in  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  Colonel  Ben- 
jamin Seaman,  of  Richmoud-county,  occupying  the 
Chair,  commenced  the  consideration  of  the  State  of 
the  Colony's  Grievances,  which  had  been  reported  by  j 
the  Special  Committee  which  had  prepared  it ; 1 and  j 
after  having  spent  the  entire  day  thereon,  as  well  as 
.the  whole  of  the  following  day-  and  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the  succeeding  day,3  also,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  the  latter  day’s  session  was  closed  by 
the  adoption  of  the  Report,  by  the  Assembly,  with  a 
single  Amendment,  which  was  submitted  by  Colonel  ; 
Philip  Schuyler,  and  supported  by  nine  of  the  minor-  ’ 
ity,  and  five  of  the  majority — the  only  Amendment  j 
which  was  submitted  by  anyone — a marked  feature  i 
of  the  proceedings  having  been  that  the  amended 
State  of  the  Grievances  of  this  Colony  was  adopted  by  i 
the  House,  without  a division.' 

1 Journal  of  (hr  Hon**,  “Die  Mercurij,  10  ho.,  A. 01.,  the  IstMarch,  ' 
tTT.V’ 

- Journal  of  th p Hon**,  “Die  Jovis,  10  ho.,  A. 01.,  the  2d  March,  lTTo/’  j 
'tJjoinol  of  the  Jlnt.se,  '‘Die  Veneris,  10  ho.,  A.M.,  the  3d  March, 

* V itb  that  hick  of  modesty  and  truthfulness  which  characterized  all, 
«*o»  vrning  his  own  family,  which  J "hn  C.  Hamilton  wrote,  that  geutle- 
111111  (History  of  ih»  i.,  SI,  S2;  has  undertaken  to  glorify  Colonel 

>'-hus  1 -r,  his  grand  father,  by  falsifying  the  record,  concerning  this  ! 

.VaV  oj  ( ii'irfont’r*. 

In  the*  Committee  which  had  been  appointed  for  the  preparation  of  the  [ 
,v 1J)  which  every  member  brought  forward  whatever  he  regarded  as  j 
ft  Grievano*,  and  not  in  the  body,  of  the  Assombly,  as  is  meanly  insinu-  J 
ftt-J,  h'olonel  Schuyler  introduced  the  Act  of  4th  George  III.,  Chapter  ! 
^ , as  such  a Grievance,  which  was  approved  and  ac  eptcd  Gy  the  j 
1 • minuter*,  with  only  two  dissenting  votes,  notwithstanding  the  over-  ' 
"h-lming  majority,  in  that  Committee,  who  was  opposed  to  Colonel  j 

> huyh.-r.  M lo  ii  tin?  Report  was  considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  j 

** J ‘‘  *•  was  not  the  slightest  opposition  to  it  ; and  when  the  C om-  j 

> < tr—  t (he  House  reported  the  completed  paper  to  the  House,  John  C.  ' 

•I  t . tliu  contrary  nt.twitliitiin.lin  -,  tlie  entire  was  adopted  i 

* •*  di'.isiol).' 

r ■ '* ! udeil  to  th*1  third  of  the  Grievances,  offered  in  tiio  original  I 

. out.-.-,  l.y  j Do  Lancey,  rc-ognizing  the  Iiiglit  of  the  Govern-  1 
1 ' ;r  ..f  Great  ltritiiin  to  regulate  the  Trade  of  the  Colonies  and  to  j 
Iff. ti-s  oi.  such  article*,  the  products  of  foreign  Nations,  us  I 
■ f l-  imported,  directly,  into  the  Colonies — the  same,  in  substance 


The  Stale  of  Grievances  which  was  thus  adopted  by 
• the  Geueral  Assembly  of  Xew  York  included  not  only 
; all  those  Acts  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain, 
relating  to  or  affecting  the  Colony  of  New  York,  for 
which  Colony  only  the  Assembly  presumed  to  legis- 
late, which  the  Congress  of  the  Continent  had  in- 
cluded in  the  Bill  of  Bights  and  Grievances  which  that 
body  had  adopted  and  published,  but  it  included  the 
additional  Grievance  inflicted  in  the  Act  of  Gth 
George  HE,  Chapter  XII.,  “declaring  the  Right  of 
“ Parliament  to  bind  the  Colonies  in  all  eases  what- 
soever,” and  that  inflicted  in  the  Act  of  35th  Henry 
VIII.,  Chapter  II.,  authorizing  the  removal  of  pris- 
oners accused  of  Crimes  committed  in  America,  to 
England,  for  Trial,  neither  of  which  was  included  in 
that  Bill  of  Rights  aaid  Grievances  which  the  Congress 
had  published.  It  included,  also,  the  Act  of  7th 
George  III.,  Chapter  LIX.,  “ requiring  the  Legisla- 
“ ture  of  this  Colony  to  provide  for  the  Services  there- 
“ in  mentioned,  without  application  made  to  the 
“Representatives  of  the  People  of  this  Colony,  in 
“ General  Assembly,  and  holding  up,  by  any  other 
“ Acts,  a Suspension  of  the  legislative  powers  of  this 
“ Colony,  until  such  Requisitions  be  complied  with;” 
the  Act  of  14th  George  III.  Chapter  LXXXIIL,  “so 
“ far  as  it  may  be  construed  to  establish  the  Roman 
“Catholic  Religion  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,” 
and  “so  far  as  it  imposes  Duties  upon,  certain  Ar- 
“ tides  of  Merchandise  imported  into  that  Province,” 
“ which  by  another  Statute  of  the  same  year,  Chapter 
“ LXXXV  III.,  is  so  extended  as  to  comprehend  all  the 
“ Indian  Country,  from  Hudson’s  Bay  to  the  Mouth 
“ of  the  Ohio-river and  the  four  Acts  especially  re- 
lating to  Boston  and  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  all  of  which  it  declared  to  be  Grievances  of  this 
Colony  ;a  and,  as  has  been  said,  it  concurred  in  that 


if  not  in  words,  as  that,  on  the  same  subject,  which  the  Congress  of  the 
Continent  had  recently  adopted — and  be  glorified  his  grandfather, 
because  of  that  gentleman's  labors  in  opposing  it,  and  in  endeavoring  to 
qualify  the  Assembly's  recognition  of  that  Right,  through  an  Amend- 
ment, which  the  Committee  h id  rejected  ; without,  however,  alluding  to 
that  other  fact  that,  in  all  that  his  grandfather  did,  on  that  occa- 
sion, be  did  in  opou  antagonism  to  the  action  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, on  the  same  subject— he  does  not  say,  also,  that  all  that  which 
lias  been  described  was  doue  in  the  original  Committee  ; that  when  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  was  submitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  that  larger  body  reversed  the  action  of  the  original  Committee, 
and  united  with  Colonel  Schuyler  and  his  associates  in  the  minority,  in 
tiii-ir  qualificarioti  ot  that  portion  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Continental 
Congress;  nor  that  the  House  itself,  when  it  accepted  the  completed 
>' d •,  endorsed  and  approved  that  emphatic  repudiation  of  James  Duane, 
and  of  John  Adams,  and  of  their  unqualified  recognition  of  the  Right 
of  the  Mother  Country  to  regulate  the  Trade  of  the  Colonies  and  to 
receive  the  benefits  >f  that  Commerce. 

Philip  Schuyler  needed  no  su  di  fictitious  praise,  even  from  bis 
grandson  ; arid,  although  he  was  willing  to  promote  the  interests  of  his 
faction,  ho  does  not  appear  to  have  been  thus  employed,  in  what  lie  did 
ils  ft  member  of  that  Committee  for  preparing  a State  of  the  i ,'rie  ranees  of 
thi*  < atony,  nor  in  any  proceedings  thereon,  either  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  II  ouse  or  in  the  Assembly. 

**  ’ ^ W;is  inform  d that  the  Ronton  and  Quobee  Bills  were  at  first  re- 
jected in  the  Committee  as  not  being  Part  of  the  Grievances  of  this 
“Colony  ; it  seems  however  they  were  at  last  brought  into  the  Report, 
“ a,ui  I !»“  afTniid  may  not  now  bv  got  rid  of  iu  the  House.’’— (Limten. 
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action  of  the  Continental  Congress,  moved  by  .Tames 
Duane  and  supported  by  John  Adams,  and  nearly  in 
its  words,1  recognizing  t lie  Right  of  the  Parliament 
“to  regulate  the  Trade  of  the  Colonics,  and  to  lay 
“ Duties  on  articles  that  are  imported,  directly,  into 
“ this  Colony,  from  any  foreign  Country  or  Planta- 
“ tation,  which  may  interfere  with  the  Products  or 
“ Manufactures  of  (Treat  Britain  or  anv  other  parts  of 
“ His  Maj  i-sty’s  Dominions,"  qualified  however,  by 
“excluding  every  idea  of  Taxation,  internal  orexter- 
“ nal,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a Revenue  on  the 
“Subjects  in  America,  without  their  Consent.”  It. 
will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  Slate  of  the  Grievances 
of  this  Colony , adopted  and  published  by  the  General 
Assembly,  was  more  extended  than  the  Bill  of  Rights  ' 
and  Grievances  which  the  Congress  of  the  Colonies  i 
had  adopted  and  published  ; and  it  will  be  seen,  also,  j 
by  any  one  who  will  compare  the  two  papers,  that  the 
former,  both  in  its  tone  and  in  its  terms,  was  quite  as  ! 
firm  and  quite  as  plain  spoken,  on  the  several  sub-  j 
jects  to  which  it  was  devoted,  as  was  the  latter;  and 
that,  in  the  adoption  and  promulgation  of  that  State , 
the  majority  of  the  Assembly  openly  maintained  its  j 
character  and  standing,  as  intelligent  and  fearless  op- 
ponents of  the  Colonial. policy  of  the  Home  Govern- 
ment, without  impairing  its  consistency  as  Members  : 
of  the  Legislature  of  a Colony — even  the  factional 
confederates  of  the  minority,  out  in  the  populace,  j 
because  of  that  Act,  was  compelled  to  acknowledge  I 
the  fidelity  of  the  majority,  and  to  admit,  in  their 
correspondence  with  each  other,  that  the  State,  of  the  \ 
Grievances  in  this  Colony  which  it  had  prepared  and  j 
promulgated,  was  an  accurate  exposition  of  the  feel- 
ings and  opinions  of  the  great  body  of  the  Colonists,  | 
in  New  York,  wherever  any  feelings  or  opinions,  on 
those  subjects,,  really  existed,  concerning  their  griev- 
ances, and  altogether  favorable  to  the  common  cause.2 

On  the  seventh  of  March,  .Tames  De  Lancey,  and  i 
Benjamin  Kissam,  of  New  York  City,  and  George 
Clinton,  of  Ulster-county,  were  appointed  a Com- 
mittee to  prepare  the  series  of  Resolutions  re- 
quired as  a basis  for  the  Petition  to  the  King,  which  ! 
had  been  ordered  by  the  House,  on  the  thirty-first  of 
January  preceding and,  on  the  following  day,  Benja-  ; 
min  Kissam  reported,  from  that  Committee,  a series  of  , 
Resolutions,  agreeably  to  that  Order.  The  Assembly  1 
promptly  went  into  a Committee  ofthe  Whole  House, 
with  Colonel  Benjamin  Seaman,  of  Richinond-county, 


ant-'je  reriKtr  Ctth.lcn  to  the.  Fori  of  Tmrtoionth,  “Xk\V  YORK,  1st  March. 
14  1775,”). 

1 Bancroft^  1li*t  >nj  o f ih->  I'niiml  Sfot^,  original  edition,  vii.,  VJO,  110; 
the  mtni*,  centenary  **1111100,  iv.,  401,  4^*2. 

2 In  u letter  written  by  Alexander  McDougal,  the  well-known  popular 
leader,  addre.-veNl  J«  stall  Quincy,  Junior,  then  in  London,  and  dated 
44  N'kw-York.  April  tf,  ITT'.,”  the  student  of  th»  history  of  the  Involution, 
in  N**w  Y<'-rk,  may  find  much,  relating  to  flu*  opinions  of  the  revolution- 
ary elements  in  that  ( olonv,  concerning  thi*  Stitt*,  us  welloscoiice  ning 
other  kindred  subjects. 

3Jnnm>  / *■’  the  Hot**,  “Die  3Iartis,  10  ho.,  A.M.,  the  Ttli  March, 


in  the  Chair ; and  proceeded  to  consider  the  Report 
which  had  thus  been  presented ; and,  after  having 
made  some  amendments  in  the  proposed  Resolutions.4 
the  Chairman  reported  the  result  of  the  Committee’s 
deliberations  to  the  House;  and,  after  some  discus- 
sion, the  House  agreed  with  the  Committee,  in  its 
Report  and  Resolutions.5 

The  first  of  these  Resolutions,  following  the  general 
sentiment  of  the  Colonists,  acknowledged  the  Faith 
and  Allegiance  to  the  King  which  were  due  to  him 
from  “ the  people  of  this  Colony.”  The  second  ac- 
knowledged that  the  Colonists  “ owe  obedience  to  all 
“ Acts  of  Parliaments  calculated  for  the  general  weal 
“ofthe  whole  Empire  and  the  due  regulation  of  the 
“ Trade  and  Commerce  thereof,  and  not  inconsistent 
“ with  the  essential  Rights  and  Liberties  ofEnglish- 
“ men,  to  which  they  are  equally  entitled  with  their 
“ fellow-subjects  in  Great.  Britain.”  The  third  de- 
clared “ that  it  is  essential  to  Freedom  and  the  un- 
“ doubted  Right  of  Englishmen,  that  no  Taxes  be 
“ imposed  on  them  but  with  their  consent,  given  per- 
“ serially  or  by  their  Representatives  in  General  As- 
“seinbly.”  The  fourth  maintained  “that  the  Acts  of 
“ Parliament,  raising  a Revenue  in  America  especially 
“ to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  Civil  Government 
“and  administration  of  Justice  in  the  Colonies,  ex- 
“ tending  the  Jurisdiction  ofthe  Courts  of  Admiralty 
“beyond  their  ancient  limits,  authorizing  the  Judge’s 
“Certificate  to  indemnify  the  Prosecutor  from  Dam- 
“ages  he  would  otherwise  be  liable  to,  giving  them  a 
“ concurrent  Jurisdiction  of  Causes  heretofore  cog- 
“ nizable  only  in  the  Courts  of  Common  Law,  and  by 
“ that  means  depriving  the  American  Subject  of  his 
“ Trial  by  a Jury,  are.  destructive  to  Freedom,  and 
“subversive  of  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  Colo- 
“nies.”  The  fifth  and  last  of  these  Resolutions  de- 
clared “ that  a Trial  by  a Jury  of  the  Vicinage,  in  all 
“Capital  Cases,  is  the  grand  Security  of  Freedom  and 
“ the  Birthright  of  Englishmen  ; and,  therefore,  that 
“ the  seizing  any  Person  or  Persons,  residing  in  this 
“Colony,  suspected  of  Treasons,  Misprisions  of 
“ Treason,  or  any  other  Offences,  and  sending  such 
"Person  or  Persons  out  of  the  same,  to  be  tried,  is  dan- 
gerous to  the  Lives  and  Liberties  of  His  Majesty’s 
“ American  Subjects.”* 

The  politicians  of  New  York,  those  of  later  as  well 

4 As  the  action  of  the  Committee  which  resulted  iu  those  Amend- 
ments was  not  generally  noticed  on  the  or  in  the  it  is 

very  evident  that  they  were,  generally,  only  verbal  corrections,  unim- 
portant in  chararter,  and  involving  no  distinguishing  principles.  Hut 
there  were  two  amendments,  proposed  by  Colonel  Nathaniel  Woodhull 
and  George  Clinton  respectively,  which  were  rejected,  although  the 
the  motions  for  amendment  were  supported,  in  each  instance,  by  several 
members  of  the  majority,  as  well  as  by  the  full  force  of  the  minority  ; 
but  because  the  principle  involved  in  each  of  the  proposed  Amend- 
ments was  distinctly  declared  in  another  of  the  Desolations,  the  reject  it  n 

ofthe  pro[  Aaition  ; > repeat  it,  po d r ; • l ti  il  significance  \vh  «t- 

ever. 

5 Journal  of  the  Hon**,  “Die  Mercury,  10  ho.,  A.  31.,  the  Sth  Marchs 
44  ITT.V' 
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„ of  earlier  peri  »L,  h.iv,  always  Wen  unlike  aiul  quite  as  boldly  sustained  the  Home  Government, 

, - >1  suv  ..tWr  ( ' ' mv, ’<■  - . •-r  Country  ; and  ’ in  what  it  had  done,  as  any  open  and  avowed 

in  the  matter  of  these  declaratory  Resolutions,,  the  1 " triend  of  the  Government  ” could  have  done,  had 
.pirit  and  terms  of  which  were  quite  as  radical  in  j one  been  present, — a lesson  ot  the  highest  importance 
their  character  as  could  have  been  desired  by  t lie  | to  those  who  shall  incline  to  ascertain  the  exact 
must  advanced  republican  who  was  not  an  anarchist,  j truth,  concerning  the  origin  ot  the  American  Revolu- 
the  well-established  reputation  ot'  those  politicians  1 tiori  and  the  purposes  of  those  who  promoted  it,  with- 
iv:us  amply  sustained — every  member  of  the  majority  j in  the  Colony  of  New  A ork,  may  be  seen  in  the  shu- 
nt'the  Assembly,  including  James  DeLancey,  John  ; pic  record  of  this  single  action  of  the  Representativi  s 
Crmrer,  Benjamin  Kissam,Crean  Brush,  -Isaac  Wilkins,  i of  Colonial  New  A ork,  in  her  General  Assembly,  in 
and  Frederic  Plulipse,  except  John  Coe,  of  Orange-  | 1775. 

county,  and  Direk  Brinckerhotf,  of  Duchess-county,  l On  the  day  after  these  Resolutions  had  been  adopted 
voted  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  them  and,  of  ! by  the  Assembly,  [March  9th,]  that  body  ordered  the 
course,  in  favor  of  the  embodiment  of  their  terms  in  ; appointment  of  “a  Committee  to  prepare  and  iay 
an  Address  to  the  King ; while  every  member  of  the  J “before  the  House,  with  all  convenient  speed,  the 
minority  of  the  House,  with  Coe  and  Brinckerhoff  of  1 “ Draft  of  an  humble,  firm,  dutiful,  and  loyal  Petition, 
the  majority,  voted  in  opposition  to  the  adoption  | “ to  be  presented  to  our  most  Gracious  Sovereign,” 
of  them.  Factional  and  paitisan  bitterness,  very  j pursuant  to  Colonel  Peter  R.  Livingston’s  .Motion 
often,  produces  such  remarkable  instances  of  the  j on  the  thirty-first  of  the  preceding  January;  and 
inconsistency,  if  not  of  the  incomprehensibility,  of  ! William  Nieoll,  of  Suffolk-county,  Leonard  Van- 
mere  politicians ; but  history  affords  few,  if  any,  such  j Kleeck,  of  Duchess-county,  and  Isaac  Wilkins,  of 
examples,  among  those  who  were  really  patriotic,  as  j the  Borough  of  Westchester,  were  appointed  the 
were  afforded  by  John  Thomas  and  Pierre  Van  Curt-  j Committee  for  that  purpose.  During  the  same  day, 
landt,  by  Peter  R.  Livingston  and  Nathaniel  Wood-  j Creau  Brush,  from  Cumberland-county,  Colonel  Ben- 
hull.  by  George  Clinton  and  Philip  Schuyler,  in  the  1 jamin  Seaman,  of  Richinond-county,  and  Samuel 
instance  under  'consideration,  when  they  voted  Gale,  of  Orange-county,  were  appointed  a Committee 
against  the  Resolutions  which  have  been  fully  de-  ; “ to  prepare  the  Draft  of  a Manorial  to  the  Lords/’ 
scribed  and,  consequently,  against  the  great  political  ! and  Daniel  Kissam,  of  Queens-eounty,  and  James 
principles  which  were  asserted  and  maintained  there-  I De  Lancey  and  Jacob  Walton,  of  the  City  of  New 
in,  for  no  other  reason  which  is  now  discoverable  j York,  were  appointed  a Committee  “to  prepare  the 
than  the  peculiar  fact  that  those  Resolutions  had  j “ Draft  of  a Representation  and  Remonstrance  to  the 
proceeded  from  and  were,  then,  supported  by  the  j “ Commons  of  Great  Britain,”  both  of  them  pursuant 
majority  of  the  Assembly,  by  that  faction  of  the  great  I to  the  Resolution  offered  by  James  DeLancey,  to 
party  oftlie  Opposition  of  which  all  were  equally  mem-  i which  reference  lias  been  already  made.-  The  House 
hers,  to  which  they— those  who  have  been  named  j directed,  also,  that  the  Drafts  of  those  several  papers 
and  those  who  were  with  them — did  not  belong.1  j should  be  laid  before  ir,  “with  all  convenient 

Whatever  may  have  influenced  those  who  had  as-  j “speed.”3 
sumed  to  be  the  peculiarly  disinterested  and  sincere  j It  will  be  seen  that  on  neither  of  these  Committees 
supporters  of  the  common  cause,  in  their  united  vote  \ was  there  a single  member  of  the  minority  of  the 
to  reject  the  Resolutions  which  are,  now,  under  con-  ' House,  notwithstanding  the  Resolution  on  which  the 
sideration,  those  who  are  of  the  Westchester-county  ; first-named  of  those  Committees  was  appointed  origi- 
of  the  present  day  will  continue  to  he  interested  in  J nated  with  a leading  member  of  that  faction,  and 
the  fact  that,  on  that  very  critical  occasion,  when  the  j notwithstanding,  also,  both  the  Resolutions  pursuant 
eyes  of  all  sober-minded  men,  in  Europe  as  well  as  j to  which  all  the  Committees  w ere  appointed,  had 
in  America,  were  turned  toward  that  small  Assembly-  ■ been  adopted  in  the  Assembly  by  an  unanimous  vote, 
chamber,  Isaac  Wilkins,  of  the  Borough  of  West-  | every  member  of  each  of  the  two  factions,  in  tempor- 
ch ester,  and  Frederic  Philipse,  representing  the  body  I ary  harmony  and  good-will,  having  united  in  approv- 
of  the  County,  manfully  declared  the  Rights  of  the  j iug  and  supporting  them — an.  evident  result  of  the 
Colonists  and  those  of  the  Colonies,  and  bravely  re-  ■ bitter  factional  feeling  which  had  been  aroused,  first  by 
sistc-d  what  were  regarded  as  the  usurpations  of  the  j the  evidently  dishonorable  conduct  of  the  minority, 
Home  Government;  while  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  of  j in  springing  upon  the  Assembly  the  Resolution  which 
the  Manor  of  Cortlandt,  and  John  Thomas,  repre-  j was  offered  by  Colonel  Ten  Broeck,  on  the  twenty- 
senting  the  body  of  the  County,  quite  as  manfully  j sixth  of  January,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
opposed  them,  and,  indirectly,  quite  as  bravely  denied  : Proceedings  of  the  Congress  of  the  Colonies,  while  a 
the  existence  of  those  individual  an  1 Colonial  Rights,  , li  Cull  of  the  House,”  asked  for  by  itself  and  for  its 

• Fhe  official  record  of  the  votes  of  th'e-s&venil  Members  of  the  \ssexa- 
My,  of  both  Dictions  of  the  party  of  the  Opposition,  ju?  it  may  be  seen  in  : - Vide  pages  f>0,  51,  ante. 

t )i»*  Jonrititl  of  rh»  //«/»»<•",  is  one  of  the  most  curious  and  'most  unaccutiut-  j *V  bitmal  of  the  }[ou*et  “Die  Jo  vis,  10  ho.,  A.M.,  the  0th  of  Man  h, 
•hie,  within  our  knowledge.  “ 1773.” 
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peculiar  advantage,  was  pending;1  arid,  subsequently, 
by  the  peculiarly  factional  proceedings  of  the  minor- 
ity, in  the  presentation  of  Resolution  after  Resolu- 
tion, only  for  the  promotion  of  Revolution  ; and  in  its 
dishonorable  opposition,  while  the  Assembly  was 
considering  the  Staff  of  the  Grin-ana  * and  the  series 
of  declaratory  Resolutions,  to  till  of  which  proceed- 
ings reference  has  been  herein  made.2 

On  the  sixteenth  of  March,  Isaac  Wilkins,  from 
the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  it,  reported  “the 
“ Draft  of  a 1‘etition  to  the  King  ; ” and,  immediately 
afterwards,  C'reau  Brush,  from  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  it,  reported  “a  Draft  of  a Memor- 
‘'inf  to  the  Lords.”  During  the  same  day,  James  De 
Lancey,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  it, 
reported  “ the  Draft  of  a Representation  and  Remon- 
strance to  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  ; ” and  the 
Assembly  promptly  referred  all  those  papers,  for  con- 
sideration, to  a Committee  of  the  Whole  House.3 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  March,  the  Assembly  re- 
solved itself  into  a Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
upon  the  Draught  of  a Petition  to  the  King,  Colonel 
Benjamin  Seaman,  of  Richmond-con  nty,  being  in  the 
Chair;  and, -again,  the  minority  displayed  its  faction- 
al animosity  by  presenting  Amendment  after  Amend- 
ment, by  far  the  greater  number  of  them  beingiuerelv 
verbal,  without  disturbing  either  the  sense  or  the 
spirit  of  the  .original.  in  one  instance,  however, 
very  unaccountably  and  not  very  consistently,  Colo- 
nel Philip  Schuyler  appeared  to  have  entertained  a 
more  than  usually  tender  regard  for  His  Majesty's 
“ prerogative,”  in  the  matter  of  the  Paper  Currency 
of  the  Colony,  “ in  the  preservation  of  which  prerog- 
“ ative,”  he  said,  “ we  are  deeply  interested  ;.  ” and  an 
Amendment,  on  that  subject,  which  he  submitted, 
was  adopted  by  the  House,  without  a division.  An- 
other Amendment,  concerning  the  Judiciary  of  the 
Colony,  and  entirely  cancelling  the  paragraph,  on 
that  subject,  which  the  Committee  had  reported,  was 
submitted  by  George  Clinton,  of  Ulster-county,  and 
agreed  to,  by  an  unanimous  vote  of  the  House;  and 
another  Amendment,  submitted  by  Colonel  Frederic 
Piiilipse,  by  striking  the  words  “ seem  to,”  from  one 
of  the  paragraphs,  and,  by  doing  so,  makin::  the  Acts 
relating  to  Boston  and  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts- 
Bay  really  “establish  a dangerous  precedent,  by  inliiet- 
“ ing  Punishment  without  the  formality  of  a Trial.” 
instead  of  only  seeming  to  do  so,  as  the  original  para- 
graph described  them,  really  strengthened  the  Peti- 
tion, in  its  assertion  of  the  Grievances  to  which  the 
Colonies  had  been  subjected.4 *  As  the  records  of  the 
closing  portion  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  and  those  of  all  that  the  House, 


1 Vide  pages  49,  50,  ante. 

- Vide  pages  oi-o.’J,  ante. 

Journal  of  (lie  Howe,  “ l>ie  Jovis,  10  ho.,  A.M..  the  10th  March, 
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* Journal  of  the  House,  “ Die  Veneris,  10  lio.,  A.M.,  the  24th  March, 

1775.’* 


i itself,  did,  on  this  subji-ct,  “arc  mi-sing,”  in  our  eopy 
; of  the  Journal,  the  detail- of  tho>-  i.r- dim'*  caun-  • 
be  given;1  but  history  bears  testimony  to  the  general 
fact  that,  in  its  amended  form,  the  Petition  to  the 
King  was  duly  agreed  to,  bv  the  Assembly.6 

On  the  same  day,  \_Mnnh  'l  \th~\,  the  Memorial  to  the 
House  of  Lords  and  the  Representation  and  Remon- 
strance to  the  House  of  Commons,  after  several  Amend- 
ments, none  of  them  possessing  any  importance 
whatever  and  only  three  of  them  having  called  fora 
division  of  the  House,  had.  been  negatived  in  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  were  successively  re- 
ported to  the  House;  and,  in  the  respective  forms  in 
which  they  were  thus  reported,  the  House  adopted 
them,  in  each  instance,  without  a division  of  the 
House." 

On  the  following  morning,  [J [arch  2ath~\  the  en- 
grossed copies  of  the  Petition  to  the  King,8  the  Memor- 
ial to  the  Lords?  and  the  Representation  and  Remon- 
strance to  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain 10  were  respect- 
ively' presented  to  the  House,  read,  and  again  agreed 
to,  in  each  case  without  a division  of  the  House.  In 
j each  instance,  also,  the  Sneaker  was  ordered  to  sign 
j the  document,  in  behalf  of  the  House;  and,  after 
| having  ordered  the  Speaker  to  transmit  these  three 
j several  petitions  to  the  King,  the  I^ords,  and  the 
j Commons,  “ with  all  convenient  speed,  to  Edmund 
J “ Burke,  Esquire,  Agent  of  this  Colony  at  the  Court 
j “ of  Great  Britain  ; and  that  a Letter  be  prepared,  to 
■ “be  approved  by  this  House,  to  the  said  Agent,  with 
“directions  that  he  present  the  same,  in  behalf  of 
[“this  Colony,  as  they  are  respectively  directed,  as 
j “soon  after  the  receipt  thereof  as  possible;”  and 
j with  the  additional  Order  “ that  Mr.  Speaker  tram- 
“mit,  at  the  same  time,  to  the  x\gent,  the  State  of  the 
j “ Grievances  of  this  Colony  and  the  Resolutions  of 
! “ this  House  thereupon,”  the  House  adjourned.11 

On  the  thirty-first  of  March,  the  Assembly  ordered 
j the  Speaker  to  send  to  the  Speakers  of  the  several 
Houses  of  Assembly  on  this  Continent,  as  soon  after 


•'-The  original  Journals  if  the  Assembly  which  included  the  proceedings 
j of  the  entire  SessioD  which  is  cow  upder  consideration,  were  lost  during 
the  troublesome  times  of  that  period  ; and  the  only  kiwwu  copy  of  the 
original  printed  edition  of  those  Journals  wanted  four  pages,  in  this 
portion  of  it.  Those  missing  pages  contained  the  closing  portion  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  House,  on  the  Petition  to  the:  King,  as  stated  in  the 
text,  and  the  opening  of  its  proceedings  on  the  Al-morial  to  it  o'  House 
of  Lords. 

6 The  completed  Petition  to  the  King,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  As- 
I seiubly,  may  he  seen  in  the  Journal  of  the  Assembly,  “ Die  Sabbati,  10 
I ‘ ho.,  A.M.,  the  25th  March  1775.'* 

• Journal  of  th-  Hone,  “Hie  Veneris,  10  ho.,  A)L  the  24th  March 

The  defect  in  the  Journal,  os  it  is  now  known  to  us,  to  which 
j reference  has  been  made,  leaves  us  without  any  information  concerning 
| the  proceedings  of  the  House  on  the  first  twenty  paragraphs  of  the  Mr- 
J inorial  to  the  House  of  Lords. 

$ Journal  of  the  House,  41  Die  Sabbati,  l(j  ho.,  A.  M.,  the  25th  March 
“1775.*’ 

'•>  Ibid. 

10  Journal  of  the  House,  44  Die  Sabbati,  4 ho.,  P.M.,  the  25th  March, 
“ 1775.” 
it  Ibid. 
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>•„-  rise  of  this  House  us  conveniently  may  be,  coj > i»-s> 
..l  the  Staff:  of  th  e (Jri-  I'ini'-'  K,  of  the  Resolution#  of 
the  II  ouse,  of  the  Petition  to  the  King,  of  the  Memor- 
i it  to  the  Lords,  and  of  the  Representation  and  Remon- 
strance to  the  Commons,  requesting  those  several  I 
Speakers  to  lay  the  same  before  their  respective  j 
Houses  of  Assembly,  at  their  first  meeting  after  the  j 
receipt  thereof.1 

On  the  following  day,  [April  lsb]  the  Assembly  ap- 
pointed “ a Standing  Committee  of  Correspondence,”  j 
composed  of  the  Speaker,  [John  Crujer,]  James  De  ' 
Laneey,  James  Jauncey,  Benjamin  Ivissam,  and  j 
Jacob  Walton,  all  of  them  from  the  City  of  Now  York,  ' 
Benjamin  Seaman,  of  Kiehmond-eounty,  Isaac  Wil- 
kins, of  the  Borough  of  Westchester,  Frederic  Phil-  i 
ipse,  of  Westchester-county,  Zebulon  Seaman,  of  j 
Queens-countv,  John  Rapalje  and  Simon  Boerum,  of 
Kings-county,  Samuel  Gale,  of  Orange-county,  and 
George  Clinton,  of  Ulster-county,  or  any  seven  of 
them,  “ whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  obtain  t-li earnest 
“ early  and  authentic  intelligence  of  all  such  Acts 
“and  Resolutions  of  the  British  Parliament  or  Pro-  j 
“ ceedings  of  Administration  as  do  or  may  relate  to  ! 
“ or  affect  tire  Liberties  and  Privileges  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's Subjects,  in  the  British  Colonies  in  America 
“ and  to  keep  up  and  maintain  a Correspondence  and 
“ Communication  with  our  Sister  Colonies,  respecting 
“these  important  considerations;  and  the  result  of 
“their  Proceedings  to  lay  before  the  House.”2 

On  the  following  Monday,  the  third  of  April,  the 
Assembly  adjourned  until  the  third  of  May;2  and 
that  eventful  Session  of  the  last  General  Assembly  of  , 
the  Colony  of  New  York,  which  was  assembed  for 
the  discharge  of  legislative  duties,  rvas  ended. 

That  General  Assembly  and  all  that  it  did,  from  1 
tlie  opening  of  the  Session  until  the  final  declaration  j 
of  its  Speaker  brought  that  Session  to  a close,  have  ! 
been  made  the  themes  of  unceasing  misrepresentation 
and  abuse  or  of  absolute  and  contemptuous  silence,  | 
from  far  the  greater  number  of  those  who  have  as- 
sumed to  write  or  to  speak  concerning  the  history  of 
that  notable  period.  They  have  been  the  themes,  j 
sometimes,  of  ignorant  and  unscrupulous  bigots  and,  j 
sometimes,  of  intelligent  and  unscrupulous  trickster# ; ; 
sometimes  a personal  and  sometimes  a local  end  has  ! 
been  served  by  either  a falsification  or  a concealment 
of  the  truth,  concerning  them;  and,  sometimes,  frag-  I 
merits  of  useless  and  glittering  rhetoric,  strung  to-  j 
get  her,  as  farmers  string  fragments  of  useless  and  ' 
flittering  tin  and  display  them  in  order  to  deceive  ' 
and  to  scatter  unsuspecting  birds  from  their  corn- 
tudds,  in  like  manner,  have  been  employed  by  literary 
prestidigitators,  in  order  *o  deceive  those  who  are 
b-ss  intelligent  than  themselves,  concerning  that  As- 

■ ■>  • m il  e.f  the  //..><».,  ,-I>ie  Veneris,  to  lee,  A.  At.,  On-  -list  Miuvli, 

; ' f'lffi!  •>/  the  Hi-tee,  “ Die  10  ho.,  A M.,  tlio  !.-!  A|ir:l, 

1 1 *‘**■•1 1 f the  li-***,  “ Tiio  TO  ho.,  A. 31..  th.-  ' 1 Ai  ril,  i::» 


si-mblv,  and  its  members,  and  their  doings;  and, 
through  that  deception,  to  promote  their  own  or  their 
party's  or  their  sectional  purposes.  Individual  mem- 
bers of  that  Assembly,  men  of  honor  and  unimpeach- 
able integrity,  have  been  stigmatized  as  “wretches,” 
and  as  “ the  veriest  reptiles  on  earth”  and  charged 
with  “ corruption  ” and  every  kindred  vice — some  of 
them  were  driven  from  their  families  and  their  homes  ; 
others  of  them  were  lawlessly  seized  and  carried  from 
their  families  and  their  homes,  exiled,  and  held  in 
lawless  bondage;  and  others  of  them  were  stripped 
of  their  patrimonial  estates  or  of  the  estates  of  their 
own  creation — only  because  they  had  preferred,  as 
Members  of  that  Assembly,  to  assert  the  Grievances 
under  which  the  Colony  was  said  to  have  been  labor- 
ing and  to  demand  a Redress  of  those  alleged  Griev- 
ances, not  with  any  less  distinctness  of  words  nor 
with  any  less  firmness  of  manner,  but  after  a manner 
and  through  instrumentalities  of  their  own  selection 
and  which  possessed  their  greater  confidence,  rather 
than  after  a manner  and  through  instrumentalities 
which  others  would  have  thrust  on  them,  which  their 
own  sense  of  fitness  and  adaptability  had  not  ap- 
proved, which  were  controlled  by  men  in  whose  noisy 
pretensions  to  personal  and  political  integrity  they 
could  not  repose  confidence.  Measures  which  were 
sincerely  intended  for  the  promotion  of  the  common 
cause  of  the  Colonies,  in  their  struggle  with  the 
Home  Government, — measures  which  presented  noth- 
ing-else  than  political  principles  or  recitals  of  facts 
which  no  one,  of  any  sect  or  faction,  pretended  to 
dispute  — were  opposed,  vehemently  and  without 
measure,  within  as  well  as  without  the  Assembly, 
only  because  they  had  not  originated  and  were  not 
supported  before  the  Blouse,  by  the  opposite  faction 
of  the  Opposition;  and,  with  that  hereditary,  or  sec- 
tional, or  sectarian,  or  partisan  bitterness  which  the 
lapse  of  years  has  served  only  to  intensify,  that  work 
of  depreciation  and  misrepresentation  of  those  meas- 
ures and  of  all  who  favored  them,  continues  to  dis- 
grace much,  at  the  present  day,  which  is  audaciously 
called  “history.” 

A candid  and  carefully-made  comparison  of  the 
terms  of  those  several  State  of  Grievances,  and  de- 
claratory Resolutions,  aud  Petition,  and  Memorial, 
and  Representation  and  Remonstrance , which  were 
prepared,  and  agreed  to,  and  presented,  and  published 
by  that  much-abused  General  Assembly  of  Colonial 
New  York,  with  the  several  Resolutions,  and  Decla- 
ration of  Rights,  and  Association , and  Addresses,  and 
Memorials,  and  Petition,  which,  in  like  manner,  were 
prepared,  and  agreed  to,  and  presented,  and  published 
by  the  much-eulogized  Congress  of  the  Continent, 
which  had  assembled  in  Philadelphia,  in  September, 
1771,  will  clearly  establish  the  fact  that  the  former  were 
quite  as  decided,  in  their  tone,  and  quite  as  clear  and 
distinct,  in  their  terms,  :is  the  latter;  and  such  a 
comparison  will  also  clearly  establish  the  fact  that, 
in  its  continuous  and  violent  opposition  to  the  former, 
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in  every  staire  of  its  progress  through  the  House,  the 
miiK.ritv  of  that  General  Assembly  was  clearly  actu- 
ated hv  some  other  motive  than  that  ot  simple,  uu- 
eont ami nated  patriotism. 

It  will  be  seen,  also,  by  every  careful  and  candid 
reader  of  the  published  proceedings  of  that  Congress 
to  which  reference  has  been  made,  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  gravamen  of  the  declared  Grievances  of  the 
constituent  Colonies,  of  that  notable  body,  consisted 
of  sundry  Acts  of  Parliament,  all  of  which  were  con- 
sidered as  oppressive,  it  had  made  no  attempt  what- 
ever, either  by  Petition  or  otherwise,  to  induce  the 
Parliament  to  remove  or  even  to  modify  those  Griev- 
ances, or  any  of  them,  by  a repeal  or  even  by  an 
amendment  of  the  obnoxious  provisions  of  those  op- 
pressive legal  enactments,  contenting  itself,  instead, 
with  preparing,  and  agreeing  to,  and  presenting,  only 
Addresses  to  the  People  of  Great  Britain , to  the  Inhab- 
itants of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  and  to  the  King,  and 
a Memorial  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  British  Colonies, 
respectively,  not  one  of  whom  possessed  the  slightest 
legislative  authority,  nor  the  slightest  ability,  in  any 
way,  to  remove  nor  even  to  modify  those  Grievances, 
whatever  might  Lave  been  its  disposition  to  have 
done  so — indeed,  notwithstanding  the  well  known 
desires  of  the  great  body  of  the  Colonists,  throughout 
the  entire  Continent,  notwithstanding  the  known 
purposes  for  which  that  Congress  had  been  convened, 
and  notwithstanding  the  express  provisions  of  the 
greater  number  of  the  Credentials  of  the  several  Del- 
egations, the  proceedings  of  that  Congress  were  mainly 
declaratory  and  justificatory  of'Rebellion,  with  scarcely 
an  effort  to  obtain  a redress  of  Grievances,  and  nothing 
whatever  for  the  yet  more  desired  reconciliation  and 
union  with  the  Mother  Country,  “so  beneficial  to  the 
“whole  Empire,  and  so  ardently  desired  by  all  British 
“America/’1  for  “the  restoration  of  union  and  har- 
“mony  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies,  most 
“ardently  desired  by  all  good  men,”2  The  tone  and 
the  tendency  of  all  that  it  did,  however,  were  pecu- 
liarly revolutionary,  in  all  which  it  was  eminently 
successful  ;:|  and,  to  that  extent,  if  no  further,  it  had 
failed  to  represent,  truly,  those  in  whose  name  it  had 
nominally  acted.  On  the  other  hand,  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Colonial  New  York,  the  legitimacy  of  whose 
organization  and  the  entire  legality  of  whose  action,  in 
behalf  of  the  common  cause,  no  one  has  ever  presumed 
to  question;  without  compromising  its  dignity,  as  a 
General  Assembly;  with  that  common  sense  which, 
in  Europe  as  well  as  in  America,  was,  then,  so  pe- 


*  ('rtilenloils  of  Ih'h'tjuUtm  from  Viruini<tf  t<>  the  L’nin/iis*. 

2 Crnlt’iitinf*  of  th>  I *l*’jiitc>n  from  hi<  *<tt*t  totin'  ( 'o,/fr>-<s. 

3 It  Ls  mutter  uf  history,  well  known  to  every  stmlent,  that  the  action 
cl’  the  Congress  on  the  >njT'-lk-ronnhj  llr.ioliitinii*,  {./“nr-i  <1  <•/  tin'  i 'm 
“Saturday,  S-  ptemher  IT,  1774,  A.M.“),  closed  the  dour  of  reconcilia- 
tion ngainat  the  Colonies,  and  led  the  Hume  Huvernnu-nt  to  regard  the 
great  body  of  the  Colonists  an  only  rebels,  against  whom  it  had  become 
the  duty  of  that  tlovernmenf  to  throw  the  weight  of  its  authority,  a 
determination  for  which  tlmse  Colonists,  in  their  individual  relations, 
had  given  no  warrant,  either  in  their  actions  or  their  dispositions. 
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culiarly  uncommon  ; without  entangling  itself  with 
•any  questionable  alliance;  and  without  belittling  its 
legitimate  influence  by  expressing  its  otlieial  sym- 
pathy with  any  other  body,  even  in  relation  to  those 
measures  which  were  similar,  in  character  and  pur- 
pose, to  tho.ie  of  its  own  enactment — that  General 
Assembly,  quite  as  clearly  and  quite  as  energetically 
as  the  Congress  had  done,  in  behalf  ot  it3  constitu- 
ents, boldly  declared  the  Grievances  of  those  whom  it 
represented,  in  a clear  recital  of  the  several  Acts  of 
Parliament  which  had  been  employed  by  the  Home 
Government  lbr  the  oppression  of  the  Colonists;  and, 
in  addition  to  that  recital  of  specific  Statutes  which 
were  grievous  in  their  provisions,  it  adopted  a series 
of  Resolutions,  declaratory  of  the  general  Rights  of 
the  Colonists,  as  Englishmen,  “ to  which  they  were 
“ equally  entitled  with  their  fellow-subjects  in  Great 
“Britain” — Resolutions  which  no  one  could  have 
made  stronger,  in  support  of  t lie  common  cause. 
But,  unlike  that  Congre.-s,  and  more  consistently 
with  its  duty  to  its  constituency  than  anything,  in 
that  connection,  which  the  Congress  had  professed  to 
do,  that  General  Assembly,  in  its  official  character, 
approached  the  King  and  the  two  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, in  whom,  acting  together,  rested  the  only  legit- 
imate authority  which  could  possibly  be  exercised 
for  the  removal  of  those  Grievances  which  it  had 
described,  and  for  the  restoration  of  that  harmony, 
between  the  Colonies  and  the  Mother  Country,  which 
the  former  so  earnestly  desired;  and,  unto  these, 
respectively,  it  respectfully  presented  its  manly,  and 
dignified,  and  legally-expressed  prayers  for  the  re- 
peal of  those  several  Acts  or  parts  of  Acts  which  were 
oppressive  or  which  threatened  to  become  so.  In  all 
these,  it  violated  no  law  and  fostered  no  spirit  of  dis- 
affection. Without  the  loss  of  any  of  that  dignity 
which  legitimately  belonged  to  it,  and  without  sacri- 
ficing any  of  that  respect  for  its  constituents  which 
its  duty  required  it  to  maintain,  it  recognized  the 
sovereignty  of  the  King,  as  the  Congress  had  also 
done;  and,  consistently  with  that  dignity  and  that 
respect,  but  with  a boldness  which  was  peculiarly  its 
own,  at  the  same  time,  it  also  asserted  its  own  stand- 
ing, as  a General  Assembly,  by  memorializing  instead 
of  petitioning  the  Peers,  and  by  representing  the 
facts  of  the  usurpation,  to  the  Commons,  and  by  sup- 
plementing that  “representation”  with  a “remon- 
strance” against  the  action  of  that  distinguished 
body,  in  its  serious  disregard  of  the  Rights  of  the 
Colonists.  In  all  these  several  prayers,  with  what- 
ever titles  and  in  whatever  form  they  were  presented, 
tire  General  Assembly  employed  terms  which  com- 
manded the  respect  of  those  to  whom  they  were  re- 
spectively addressed;  and,  in  one  instance,  so  clearly 
was  the  Grievance  represented  and  so  earnest  was  the 
remonstrance  which  was  made  against  it,  in  the  As- 
sembly’s Pcmonslrancc , that  even  Lord  North  was 
obliged  to  acknowledge  the  force  and  the  fitness  of 
the  pleat,  and,  in  his  place  in  tire  House  of  Commons, 
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u>  ilcehire  his  willingness  that  that  Grievance,  if  n<>  | 
,,j|icr  of  the  series,  should  be  duly  removed. 

Notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said  in  deprecia- 
(i.ni  of  that  particular  Colonial  General  Assembly,  it 
did  not  consider  it  necessary,  nor  even  expedient,  to 
override  the  minority  of  its  members  without  even 
recognizing  their  existence  on  its  Journal,  under  I 
cover  of  the  subsequently  notorious  “ unit-rule,”  in 
recording  the  votes  of  its  members,  nor  in  ai  v other  j 
manner;  nor  did  it  conceal  its  proceedings,  whether  ; 
honestly  or  questionably  determined,  by  publishing  j 
as  complete  what  were  only  mutilated  copies  of  its 
Journal,  all  of  which  the  Congress  had  done.  It  might  t 
have  been  charged  with  “corruption,”  with  some  de-  j 
gree  of  propriety,  had  it  purchased  an  appearance  of 
unanimity  in  its  votes  with  unexplained  exceptions  j 
in  the  mandatory  provisions  of  some  of  its  general  en- 
actments— exceptions  in  favor  of  one  of  the  high-con- 
tracting parties,  which  were  necessarily  conceded  as  j 
equivalents  for  commercial  trickery  in  another — as  the  j 
Congress  had  done;  but  the  divided  votes  which  are  \ 
presented  on  nearly  every  page  of  its  Journal  very  i 
clearly  indicate  that,  whatever  of  factional  bitterness  ; 
there  might  have  been,  neither  codfish  nor  rice  was  ; 
recognized  as  -an  element  in  the  determination  of 
grave  questions,  affecting  the  peace  of  the  Colonies 
and  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  millions,  in  Europe  \ 
as  well  as  in  America.  On  the  contrary,  what  it  did  , 
was  done  honorably,  and  openly,  and  in  conformity  I 
with  the  requirements  of  parliamentary,  as  well  as  of  i 
constitutional,  Law  ; not  by  unanimous  Votes,  actual  ! 
or  fictitious,  but  by  a majority  of  its  members,  duly  j 
and  courteously  exercising  the  authority  with  which 
that  majority  was  duly  and  legally  vested.  It  was  not 
done  by  the  action  of  the  minority  of  that  Assembly,  \ 
which  represented  the  revolutionary  element  of  the  j 
Inhabitants ‘of  the  City  of  New  York  more  completely 
and  with  greater  zeal  than  it  represented  those  several  i 
constituencies  who  had  given  seats,  in  that  body,  to  ; 
it ; but  it  was  done  in  the  face  of  that  factious  minor-  1 
ity,  and  notwithstanding  its  open,  persistent,  and  res-  ' 
olute  opposition.  It  was  not  done  by  reason  of  any  j 
prompting  or  influence  of  cither  the  Colonial  or  the  \ 
Home  Government ; but  in  well-known  opposition  to  j 
the  wishes  and  the  expectations  of  both.  It  was  not 
done  because  of  any  popular  influence,  present  or 
prospective  ; but  only  from  the  personal  knowledge  ! 
of  its  members,  concerning  the  great  wrongs  to  which, 
it  was  said,  the  Colonies  had  been  subjected,  concern-  1 
ing  the  rights  and  the  interests  of  the  Colonists  which  j 
had  been  invaded,  and  concerning  the  measures  which 
"ere  necessary  for  the  protection  of  those  invaded 
rights  and  interests,  for  securing  a redress  of  those  i 
great  wrongs,  and  for  the  restoration  of  harmony  ; 
and  peace.  In  fact,  that  General  Assembly,  in  all  the  j 
proceedings  of  which  mention  has  been  made,  more 
dearly  and  more  faithfully  represented  the  interests  j 
snd  t lie  opinions  and  the  inclinations,  concerning  j 
governmental  matters,  of  the  aggregate  bodv  of  the  ■ 


59 


Colonists,  in  New  York,  including  every  class,  and 
sect,  and  political  party — and  it  possessed  no  authority 
to  represent  any  other,  and  made  no  pretension  to  do 
so — than  either  the  Congress  of  the  Continent  or  the 
fragmentary  revolutionary  faction  within  the  Colony 
had  done  or  possibly  could  do;  and  there  is  very 
great  reason  for  the  belief  that  its  orderly,  and  digni- 
fied, and  more  practically  sensible  influence  would 
have  been  recognized  beyond  the  limits  of  New  York, 
and  that  it  would  have  succeeded  in  its  honorable 
efforts  and  evidently  earnest  purposes  to  restore,  per- 
manently and  without  dishonor,  that  harmony  be- 
tween the  Colonies  and  the  Mother  Country  which  all 
professed  to  desire,  had  not  the  rashness  of  General 
Gage,  in  Massachusetts,  during  the  brief  recess  which 
it  had  voted  to  itself,  broken  the  well-strained  barriers 
of  Peace,  loosed  the  worst  elements  of  human  nature 
in  the  Colonists,  overturned  everything  which  per- 
tained to  a Government  of  Law,  and  plunged  the 
Continent  into  all  the  horrors  of  a needless  and,  nec- 
essarily/a bitter  fratricidal  War — a War  which,  at 
its  conclusion,  the  farmers  of  Westchester-eounty,  or 
those  of  them  who  remained,  more  than  all  New 
England  combined,  had  sorrowful  reasons  for  remem- 
bering, because  of  the  devastated  homesteads,  the 
divided  families,  the  antagonistic  neighbors,  and  the 
remembranceof  plunder, and  outrages,  and  butcheries, 
among  them,  of  which  that  War  had  been  so  abund- 
antly and  so  sadly  productive. 

A few  words  only  are  required  to  complete  the 
record  of  the  results  of  that  much-slandered  General 
Assembly ; and  the  space  which  they  will  occupy 
cannot  be  better  occupied. 

The  Petition  which  was  officially  sent  to  the  Agent 
of  the  Colony,  the  celebrated  Edmund  Burke,  for 
presentation  to  the  King,  was  duly  laid  before  the 
Sovereign; 1 but,  inasmuch  as  the  General  Assembly 
had,  also,  addressed  the  Parliament,  on  the  same  sub- 
jects, it  is  not  known  “that  any  particular  attention 
was  paid  to  it. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  May,  the  distinguished  Agent  of 
the  Colony,  offered  to  be  presented  to  the  House  ofCom- 
mons,  the  Representation  and  Remonstrance  which  the 
Colonial  General  Assembly  had  addressed  to  that 
body  ; and,  in  doing  so,  Mr.  Burke  made  a shore 
Speech,  in  which  he  told  the  House  that  “they  never 
“had  before  them  so  fair  an  opportunity  of  putting 
“an  end  to  the  unhappy  disputes  with  the  Colonies, 
“ as  at  present ; and  he  conjured  them,  in  the  most 

1 “Mr  Burke  having  delivered  to  me  the  Petition  to  the  King,  I had 
“ the  honour  to  present  it  to  His  Majesty.  who  was  pleased  to  receive 
“it  with  the  most  gracious  expressions  of  regard  and  attention  to  the 
“ huml.de  request  of  l>is  faithful  subjects  iri  New-York,  who  have,  on 
“ this  occasion,  manifested  a duty  to  His  Majesty  and  a regard  for  the 
“authority  of  the  Parent  State,  which,  had  they  act,  in  the  .U-monW 
th*  Hon*?'  of  Lovth  a ml  in  the  /•>  lh*>  Hoi’**  of  C"imnou*f 

“been  unfortunately  blended  with  expressions  containing  Claims  which 
“ made  ir  ii:ipos>ible  for  Parliament,  consistent  with  its  justice  and  dig- 
nity, to  receive  them,  might  have  laid  fhe  foundation  of  that  Keeon- 
“ciliation  we  have  so  long  and  so  ardently  wished  for.” — (Th*  F.arl  r 
I'Cirtmoiifh  to  f.V/'vr.mr  T>/-  "uy  “ \\*ii  mm  a u.,  May  23,  1773. ’) 
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“ earnest  manner,  not  to  let  it  escape,  as  possilily,  the  ! 

like  might  never  return  ; ” closing  his  remarks  j 
with  the  statement  that  “he  hail, several  times  in  , 
“ t lie  Session,  expressed  his  sentiments,  very  fully,  j 
“ upon  every  thing  contained  in  that  Remonstrance ; \ 
“ as  for  the  rest,  it  spoke  so  strongly  for  itself  that  he  . 
“did  not  see  how  people*  in  their  senses  could  refuse  i 
“at  least  the  consideration  of  so  reasonable  and  de-  j 
“cent  an  address;”  and,  after  having  “stated  the; 
“ heads  of  the  Remonstrance.”  “ he  moved  for  leave  to 
“bring  it  up.”  The  Ministry  was  not  as  well  dis-  j 
posed,  however,  as  Mr.  Burke  appeared  to  suppose  ; j 
and  Lord  North  promptly  took  the  Hour,  to  reply  to  j 
what  that  gentleman  had  said,  hie  commenced  by 
asking  the  Clerk  to  read  the  official  record  of  the  j 
proceedings  of  the  House,  in  December,  17GS,  on  a J 
Petition  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  j 
and  what- was  known  as  the  Declaratory  Act;  and  he 
continued  by  saying  that  he  was  “greatly  in  favour  of 
“ New  York ; and  that  he  would  gladly  do  everything  I 
“ in  his  power  to  shew  his  regard  to  the  good  behaviour  } 
“of  that  Colony;”  but  lie  declared  that  the  “honour  j 
“ of  Parliament  required  that  no  paper  should  be  pre- 
“ seated  to  that  House,  which  tended  to  call  in  ques- 
“ tion  the  unlimited  Rights  of  Parliament.”  “As  to 
“ the  Quebec  Duties,”  which  was  one  of  the  Griev- 
ances against  which  the  General  Assembly  had  re- 
monstrated, he  said  “he  did  not  pretend  to  be  infal- 
“ lible;  he  confessed  they  were  not  laid  as  they  ought  j 
“ to  be  ; and  he  declared  that  he  was  willing  to  give  j 
“ satisfaction,  in  that  point,  immediately.”  “This,! 
“ however,”  he  said,  “ was  but  a trifle  to  the  general  j 
“objects  of  the  Remonstrance.''  An  earnest  Debate  ] 
ensued,  Messrs.  Cornwall  and  Jenkinson  supporting  j 
the  Ministry,  and  Messrs.  Cruger,  Aubrey,  Charles  j 
James  Fox,  and  Governor  Johnstone  supporting  Mr.  ] 
Burke ; anil  that  was  followed  by  the  submission  by  ] 
Lord  North,  of  an  Amendment  to  Mr,  Burke’s  Motion  l 
“ for  leave  to  bring  up,”  making  it  read  thus  : “ That  | 
“ the  said  Representation  and  Remonstrance  (in  which  I 
“ the  said  Assembly  claim  to  themselves  Rights  derog-  1 
“atory  to,  and  inconsistent  with,  the  legislative  j 
“authority  of  Parliament,  as  declared  by  the  Declaim-  ] 
“ tory  Act)  he  brought  up.”  By  a vote  of  one  hundred  j 
and  eighty -six  to  sixty-seven,  the  Amendment  was  i 
adopted  ; and  the  amended  Motion,  of  course,  was  j 
promptly  rejected,  without  a division.1 

Three  days  after  that  rejection  of  the  Representation  \ 
and  Remonstrance  of  the  General Assembly,  by  the  ! 
House  of  Commons,  [May  18,  1775]  the  Duke  of 
Manchester  brought  the  J [tutorial  which  that  General 
Assembly  had  addressed  to  the  House  of  Lords,  j 
before  that  House,  and  moved  that  it  be  read.  The 
Earl  of  Dartmouth  opposed  the  Motion  ; and  a spirited 
Debate  ensued,  in  which  the  Earls  of  Buckingham- 
shire, Denbigh,  Gower,  Hillsborough,  and  Sandwich, 

* A i lUOTl's  VnrUnnteUh-mj  i..  407-47. J ; Annual  Ifr  jitter  f>r  ( 

1775,  *•  Hl-fory  of  Europe,”  ll'», 


and  Lord  Mansliehl,  supported  the  Minister,  and  the 
Duke  of  Richmond,  the  Earls  of  Shelburne  and 
Effingham,  ami  Lord  Camden,  opposed  him.  The 
onlj'  objection  raised  against  the  reading  of  the 
Mi  maria  l was  the  bare  suspicion  that  “ it  contained 
“ matter  derogatory  to  the  supreme  legislative  power 
“of  Great  Britain  and  on  that  suspicion,  alone,  the 
Memorial  not  having  been  even  described,  the  House 
sustained  the  Minister,  and  declined  to  allow  the 
Memorial  to  be  read,  by  a vote  of  twenty-five  to  forty- 
five,  sending  it,  of  course,  into  the  legislative  limbo.2 
Well  might  Edmund  Burke  subsequently  say  of  that 
rejection  of  the  Memorial  and  of  the  Remonstrance  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Colonial  New  York,  by  the 
two  Houses  of  Parliament,  “ nothing  done  in  Parlia- 
“ment  seemed  to  bo  better  calculated  to  widen  the 
“breach  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies.” 3 

2 Aimoif  s l\trliain>'niun/  lb  ii.,  152-156;  A mut'd  Reyinttr  for 

1775,  “ History  of  Europe,’*  *llf»,  * 1 17. 

It  is  a reasonable  cjujo,  in  such  insiances  as  those  cited  and  in  those  of 
the  earlier  historians  of  the  American  Revolution  who  lived  and  wrote 
in  Europe,  that  no  more  than  the  rejection,  by  the  Parliament,  of  the 
two  papers  which  were  sent  to  that  legislature  by  the  General  Assembly 
of  >Vw  York,  was  mentioned  iti  the  writings  of  those  gentlemen  ; but 
there  is  no  valid  excuse  for  th"**,  in  America,  who  have  exhausted  all 
their  resources  of  misrepresentation  and  abuse  on  that  General  Assembly, 
charging  it  with  having  been  every  thing  which  was  detrimental  to  the 
honor  or  the  integrity  or  the  interests  of  the  Coloui.es,  and  closing  their 
respective  narratives,  on  fh«*  subject  of  that  Assembly,  bv  reciting  no 
more  than  the  facts,  stated  in  the  text — that  its  Memoriol  and  Remon- 
had  been  rejected  by  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  without 
having  been  read — without  having  pretended  to  explain  how  it  were 
possible  that  so  bad  an  Assembly  ns  they  had  described,  could,  by  any 
possibility,  have  been,  the  author  and  publisher  of  such  papers  as, 
because  of  their  peculiarly  republican  averments,  the  Home  Govern- 
ment and  the  Parliament  would  not  allow  to  be  even  read  in  their 
presence. 

Bancroft,  after  having  consolidated  the  lb  moastruuc*  and  the  AFeotorud, 
makiug  them  one  paper,  obliged  Burke  to  offer  both,  on  the  same  day, 
and  in  the  same  House,  all  of  which  were  described  in  the  narrow  com- 
pass of  four  lines,  without  e\»*n  a hint  how  such  an  Assembly  as  he  had 
previously  described,  could  have  produced  such  a paper — his  silence 
serving  to  screen  his  unfaithfulness,  as  a historian,  both  in  a falsification 
and  in  a suppression  of  the  truth.  ; of  the  Cnifeil  >t, ,(?.<,  original 

edition,  iv.,2^>;  the  same,  cent  nary  edition,  iv.,  515.)  John  C.  Hamilton, 
of  course,  by  his  suj  pre-don  as  well  as  by  liis  falsification  of  the  ‘ruth,  in 
order  that  his  father  and  hi-  grandfather  might  he  unduly  eulogized,  is 
equally  untrustworthy  (IliM,"  •//  <f  the  Rei>n!>lic,  i.,  SO.)  T.eridrum.  (His- 
turn  of  the  A uteri<  it, i lb  j.,  87;)  “Paul  Allen*’  of  the 

Aum-rh-on  ib'f'hdiot.  i.,  2’. 7,  25"  : 1 Gordon,  (WMonj  < f the .( uteri*  /it  Jbroln- 
/A/ii,  i.,  50.» ;)  Kamsay,  (//An  ft!,-  Am-rbon  Rerolntiou,  i.,  171,172;) 

and  others,  less  prominent  le.it  not  le.-s  popular,  have  been  equally  un- 
faithful, as  historians,  in  this  matter. 

Lossmg,  (field  I'.’mA  <>r  the  /A  e>,lot‘>-ii  ;>  Eroth  i ogham,  (It!*?  of  tltf 
lb  imbue  ;)  Uidpatll,  ( lli'f",/r  Of' lie  fnitn1  Mute*;)  Lodge.  {History  of  the 
fmjlith  robotic-tin  Amrrie/;,  Morse,  (.Lui.iJ*  of  the  Anteebn,,,  Re lotion  ;) 
Warren t (History  of  the  A <■ . lb  > A ul„i  others,  although 
abounding  in  facte  ami  fiction*  • ruing  Massachusetts  have  not 
spared  a line  lor  the  recognition  of  what  was  done  for  “ the  common 
“o.ri.-e/  by  the  General  A^embly  ofthe  Colony  of  Xevv  York. 

' ■'  '•  *-i  *1-4,  :*»25:)  and  Hildreth,  (Hietory 

"/  the  r.ut~l  First  Series,  Hi.,  56,  05,1  with  that  fidelity  to  the 

truth  w huh  distinguished  th**m,  as  hi-torians,  and  notwithstanding  they 
w.  r-  N u UnglnnderA,  m.l  only  recited  enough  of  the  facts  to  enable 
ti.-ii  res^-ctive  read,  is  to  understand  what  the  General  Assembly  of 
N rw  Yoi k really  did.  but  They  also  compared  the  result  of  those  doings 
with  (.»*•  doings  of  the  Continental  Congress,  very  much  to  the  credit  of 
:h"  former,  without  lndiitllng  what  they  regarded  as  also  due  to  the 
hitter. 

Annh  d lb  . 4 ter  f.r  177'»,  *’  History  of  Europe,"  ^ 1 17. 
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Except  those  matters  to  wliii  h we  liave  already  re-  | 
t r r--< l.  ii< »t 1 1 i mlt  which  r.-<|iti r.  -*  i ial  notice  in  this 
narrative,  occurred  until,  in  February,  177-*,  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  Colony  rejected  the  Resolution, 
submitted  by  Judge  Thomas,  of  Westchester-county, 
which  provided  for  the  election,  by  that  General  As- 
sembly, of  Delegates  to  the  proposed  Congress  of  the 
Continent,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  tenth  of 
May  ensuing,  reference  to  which  has  been  already  ; 
made.1  Four  days  after  that  determination,  by  the 
General  Assembly,  to  take  no  otlieial  action  on  the  : 
subject  referred  to,  [ February  27,  1775,]  Peter  Van 
Brugh  Livingston  brought  it  before  the  “Committee 
“of  Observation,”  by  which  name  the  Committee  of 
Inspection  evidently  preferred  to  be  known;  and  that 
Committee,  notwithstanding  its  authority  was  limited 
to  other  and  entirely  different  lines  of  duty,  enter-  j 
tained  and  agreed  to  a Resolution,  offered  by  that 
gentleman,  “ that  the  Committee  take  into  Consider- 
“ ation,  the  Ways  and  Means  of  causing  Delegates  to 
“ be  elected,  to  meet  the  Delegates  of  the  other  Col- 
“ onies  on  this  Continent  in  General  Congress,  to  be  i 
“ held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  10th  Day  of  May 
“ next.”  3 If  any  other  action  on  the  subject  of  that  Res- 
olution was  taken  at  that  time,  it  was  not  completed 
when  the  Committee  adjourned;  and  not  until  the 
following  Wednesday,  [March  1,  1775,]  at  an  Ad-  j 
journed  Meeting  of  the  Committee,  was  the  subject 
disposed  of,  by  ordering  the  publication  of  an  Adver- 
tisement, addressed  -“to  the  Freeholders  and  Freemen  ! 
“of  the  City  and  County  of  Xew  York,”  in  which  j 
were  made  a recital  of  the  recommendation  that  i 
another  Congress  should  be  convened  at  Philadel- 
phia, on  the  tenth  of  May  ensuing;  a suggestion  that 
an  Election  of  Delegates  “ ought  not  longer  to  be  de- 


purpose of  joining  issue  with  the  latter,  at  the  pro- 
posed Meeting,  on  the  questions  which  had  thus  been 
referred  only  to  those  who  were  either  Freeholders 
or  Freemen  of  the  City,  in  whom,  alone,  the  right  of 
the  elective  franchise  was,  then,  legally  vested.3 

An  unusual  excitement  appears  to  have  been 
aroused  by  the  placards  with  which  the  walls  and  the 
fences  throughout  the  City  were  covered,6  and  by  the 
impassioned  appeals  with  which  the  newspapers  were 
filled;  and  the  morning  of  the  sixth  of  March  opened 
with  many  appearances  which  betokened  the  ap- 
proach of  a serious  conflict  between  the  rival  factions. 
As  early  as  nine  o’clock,  the  revolutionary  faction, 
strengthened  by  many  who  were  neither  Freeholders 
nor  Freemen,  began  to  assemble  around  the  Liberty- 
pole,"  on  which  a large  Union  Flag  had  been  raised, 
at  an  early  hour;  and,  at  eleven  o’clock,  preceded  by 
a Band  of  Music  and  a large  Union  Flag,  it  moved,  by 
a circuitous  route,  toward  the  appointed  place  of 
meeting,  picking  up,  as  it  went,  such  a motley  crowd 
of  “boys,  sailors,  negroes,  and  Xew  England  and 
“Xew- Jersey  boatmen”  as  a noisy  Band  and  con- 
tinuous invitations  to  “’fall  in,”  which  have  always 
been  incidental  to  partisan  political  processions, 
could  not  have  failed  to  secure.  The  conservative 
faction,  strengthened  by  “some  Officeio  of  the  Army 
“and  Xavy,  several  of  Flis  Majesty’s  Council,  and 
“those  Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
“ who  had  refused  taking  into  consideration  the  Pro- 
“ ceedings  of  the  Congress,  together  with  the  Officers 
“ of  the  Customs  and  other  Dependents  of  the  Court, 
“ &e.” — the  Governmental  Party,  as  far  as  there  was 
one,  having  evidently  united  with  the  conservative 
faction  of  the  party  of  the  Opposition,  on  that  occa- 
sion— assembled  at  the  Widow  Do  La  Montaguie’s 


“laved;”  an  acknowledgment  that  that  Committee  at  ten  o’clock;  and  that,  also,  moved,  quietly,  in  a 
possessed  “no_  Power  without  the  Approbation  of  \ procession,  to  the  Exchange,  in  season  to  take  part  in 
“their  Constituents,  to  take  any  Measures  for  the  ; the  proceedings  of  the  proposed  Meeting.  It  is.  said 
“ Purpose and  a “ request  that  the  Freeholders  , that  “soon  after  the  parties  met  some  confusion 
“and  Freemen  of  the  City  and  County  of  Xew  York,  ; “arose,  but  subsided  without  any  bad  consequences  “ 
“will  be  pleased  to  assemble  at  the  Exchange,  on  — in  other  words,  blows  were  exchanged,  which,  at  one 
“Monday  the  6th  Instant,  at  12  o’clock,  to  signify  ' time,  threatened  to  become  a serious  riot. 

“ their  Sense  of  the  best  Method  of  choosing  such 
“Delegates;  and  whether  they  will  appoint  a cer- 
“ tain  X umber  of  Persons  to  meet  such  Deputies  as 
“the  Comities  may  elect  for  that  Purpose,  and  join 
“ with  them  in  appointing  out  of  their  Body  Dele- 
gates for  the  next  Congress.”  3 That  Advertisement 


Isaac  Low  presided,  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
who  had  requested  the  Meeting  and  proceeded  to  ex- 
plain the  purposes  of  that  request,  after  which  he  pro- 

5 That  organization  was  effected  at  a puMic  Meeting  o:"  the  Inhabit- 
ants who  disapproved  the  ‘ request”  of  the  Committee,  which  was  held 
at  the  M alow  !>-_■  I. a Montagnie's,  in  Broadway,  opposite  the  Fi~!  is.  on 


was  published  on  the  following  dav,  [March  2,  1 775  ; i 4 Friday  evening,  3 larch  3,  John  Thurbor  presiding.— (_!  Ilr.-.td-:  /■ , . 

and,  what  was  very  unusual,  those  who  were  opposed  i h,J  J'h“  n"rb'r' m the  Litau>" of  tb  New  York  Histuri«" 

. , . . * ..  , f.  . , I 0 The  Committee  of  Observation  called  its  Meetings  by  means  of  hand- 

O tiie  re\ olutionarv  faction  O.  me  confederated  partv  bills  posted  throughout  the  City  ; and  the  Meeting  at  the  Widow  lie-  La 


of  the  Opposition  appear  to  have  organized,  for  the 


1 See  page  52,  ante. 

I ^"Ceediinjs  nf  0<r  CommiUre  of  Gh&'rratinn  for  Ut*  City  owl  C'  Uiity 
°f  -v  ><*  Y<>rk,  at  its  Adjourned  Meeting,  February  27,  1775. 

•'  of  U{*  Com  mitt*"  of  ! ib^i'l'u/iou  for  fltr  City  Oltd  County 

°j  ^ 1 >rkt  at  its  Adjourned  Meeting,  1st  March,  1775'. 

* lilt’s  -V/c  York  Journal  t No.  1678,  New- York,  Thursday,  March  2, 
1775. 


Montagnie's  M as  called  in  the  same  manner. 

: As  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained,  the  Liberty-pole  stood  in  the  Fields, 
j now  the  Park,  near  the  present  line  of  Broadway',  opposite  the  block. 
1 which  is  bounded  by  Murray  and  Warren-streets. 

Ir  occupied  a small  lot  of  ground  which  had  been  bought  for  that 
| purpose,  by  those  who  styh  l themselves  “Sous  of  Liberty  : “ and,  as 
lately  as  17s\  Isaac  Sears,  the  nssigu  of  one  of  those  who  had  bought  ir 
j many  years  previously,  made  a claim  on  the  City,  and  was  paid  for  his 
. interest  therein. — {Manual  of  (f,s  C "'poratiait  of  th * City  of  _V-  r York 
I for  1S-56,  4d.'3.j 


■ 


■ 


. 

:1 


WESTCII ESTER  COUNTY. 


<12 


posed  the  following  question:  “Whether  a certain 
“ Number  of  ptusons  shall  he  appointed  and  author- 
“ ized  to  meet  such  Deputies  as  the  Counties  may  : 
“elect,  and  join  with  them  for  the  »nle  object  of  ap-  j 
“ pointing  out  of  their  body  on  the  20th  of  April  next, 

“ Delegates  to  the  next  Congress?”  Those  who  were 
opposed  to  the  question,  the  conservative  faction  and 
it-*  governmental  allies,  promptly  demanded  a Poll  of 
the  Voters,  giving  as  reasons  for  their  demand,  that  j 
the  business  of  the  day  was  to  take  only  the  sense  of  1 * 
the  Freeholders  and  Freemen  ; that  none  but  those 
of  these  two  classes  of  persons  had  a right  to  vote  on  ; 
the  question  ; and  that  it  was  impossible  to  discrim- 
inate them  from  those  who  had  not  such  aright.  The 
large  body  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  who  was  i 
present,  “ who  had  taken  upon  themselves  the  part  of  ; 
“ Returning-olheers,”  ofcourse,  refused  the  demand — as  ; 
the  number  of  qualified  voters,  then  present,  who  were 
known  to  have  been  opposed  to  the  question,  was  evi- 
dently so  very  largely  in  the  majority,  a Poll  of  the  Vot- 
ers, had  one  been  permitted,  would  have  determined  the  ; 
■question  in  the  negative,  and  have  defeated  the  pur- 
posed’ those  who  wereseekinganotheradvancement  to 
place  and  authority,  in  the  proposed  Congress  of  the 
Colonies — and  the  question  was,  of  course,  declared 
to  have  been  carried,  in  favor  of  the  proposition. 
The  second  question  which  was  proposed:  “Whether  | 
li  this  Meeting  will  authorize  the  Committee  to  norni-  j 
“ nate  Eleven  Deputies  for  their  Approbation  ? ” | 
being  of  secondary  importance  to  those  who  had  op-  j 
posed  the  first,  a Poll  of  the  Voters  was  not  demanded  i 
thereon;  and,  of  course,  like  the  preceding  question,  : 
it  was  adopted  “by  a very  great  Majority  of  the  Peo-  j 
“ pie,”  promiscuous  in  its  qualifications  for  such  an  1 
action,  voting  viva  voca.  “The  Business  of  lire  day  j 
“ being  finished,”  as  the  record  stated,  the  assemblage  ! 
dispersed;  and,  as  far  as  that  notable  Meeting  was 
concerned,  the  purposes  of  those  who  had  evidently  ! 
obtained  the  control  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection, 
had  been  fully  secured.1 

There  appears  to  have  been  thirty-eight  of  the  j 
Members  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  present  at  i 
the  noon-day  Meeting,  on  the  Exchange,  which  has  j 
been  described  ; and,  on  the  evening  of  the  same 
day,  [March  6,  1 775,j)  in  their  capacity  as  Returning-  j 
officers,  they  reported  to  the  Committee  itself,  which  j 
had  assembled  in  due  form,  the  proceedings  of  that  ! 
popular  assemblage,  including  the  affirmative  an-  j 
sVvcis  to  the  two  questions  which  had  been  presented  j 
to  it;  and  so  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  Committee  i 


1 Holt’s  .V  / r - y Jnitritnl,  X o.  1079,  X * w- You K,  ThursiUiy,  March  9,  1 

1775;  K’rittijbiH*  Strir-Yink  O'c-WCo-,  V».  99,  New-Yuiik,  Thursday,  \ 
March  9,  1777)  ; )W»/  .*/  I hi  OnumtUir  "J  M~.rr.iHm  f»r  Hi.  City  I 
n,t<l  County  of  X ir  York , Oth  March,  1775,  into -which  t lie  record  of  the  ( 
proceed i of  the  Meeting  at  the  Exchange,  in  the  Morning,  was  off i 
■cially  -Copied  ; Jones’s  Hist  >nj  of  .Vo?  York  tlnrimj  tJ,r  r.  („/;, 

H'or,  i.,  37,  3*">,  anti  do  Luucoy’s  JW/  * /}„>/  bli»tor ,,  i.,  4>  >-4'4  ; Leake's  : 

Mrinoir  of  (i rnrrul  John  L imit,  lUO;  I>u\vsons  Hurk  utid  it m Vicinity^  j 
5);  Gordon’s  History  of  the  Amerimn  Io-rolnlii,o1  i..  472;  Hildreth’s  j 
History  <f  the  1'iiit.  I Stole*,  First  Series,  iii.,  71,  72  ; etc. 


was  the  re-uk  of  th  dnvk  labor,  til  l1,  ir  <1  i r ».*>  t ♦•* I the 
detailed  .statement  of  those  transactions,  thus  re- 
ported to  it,  to  be  entered,  in  full,  in  the  Minutes  of 
its  own  proceeding-*.  Having  thus  disposed  of  the 
main  question,  apparently  to  its  entire  satisfaction, 
the  Committee  then  proceeded  to  nominate,  by  ballot, 
eleven  persons,  “ for  the  Approbat  ion  of  the  Freemen 
“ami  Freeholders,  for  the  City  and  County  of  New 
“ York,  to  s*Tve  as  Deputies  to  meet  such  other  Dep- 
“uties  as  may  be  appoii*ted  by  the  remaining 
“Counties  in  this  Province,  for  the  sole  Purpose  of 
“ electing  out  of  their  Body,  Delegates  for  the  next 
“ Congress and  the  choice  of  the  Committee  fell 
on  Isaac  Low,  Philip  Livingston,  James  Duane,  John 
Also]),  John  Jay,  Leonard  Lispenard,  Abraham  Wal- 
ton, Francis  Lewis,  Isaac  Roosevelt,  Alexander 
MeDougal,  and  Abraham  Brasher,-  notwithstanding 
Isaac  Low  had  previously  “ desired  a Friend  that  in 
“Case  he  should  be  put  on  the  Nomination,  to  de- 
“ clare,  in  his  Behalf,  that  he  should  be  under  the  dis- 
agreeable Necessity  of  Dissenting.”3 

It  will  be  seen  that,  in  this  hist  performance,  the 
Committee  of  Inspection,  (or  of  Observation,  as  it  was 
pleased  to  call  itself,)  notwithstanding  the  peculiarly 
aristocratic  elements  which  entered  into  its  compo- 
sition, had  accepted,  if  it  had  not  resorted  to,  that 
questionable  element  which  had  been  so  frequent- 
ly employed,  on  former  occasions,  for  the  perform- 
ance of  acts,  which  neither  the  Law  of  the  Land 
Dor  their  own  self-respect  would  have  permitted  its 
high-toned  employers  to  do,  directly,  with  their  own 
hands— that  it  had  resorted,  indeed,  to  that  peculiarly 
questionable  element,  outside  the  limits  of  plebeian  re- 
spectability, which Gouverneur Morris  had  so  graphi- 
cally described,  in  his  letter  to  Governor  Penn,  which 
has  been  already  laid  before  the  reader.1  It  will  be 
seen  also,  that  in  exact  conformity  with  such  question- 
able practises,  already  very  well  known  to  every  mem- 
be  rof  the  Committee  noise  and  lawless  acts  of  violence, 
in  that  last  instance,  had  accomplished,  at  the  Meet- 
ing at  the  Exchange,  what  an  evidently  insufficient 
supply  of  Freeholders  and  Freemen,  unassisted  by 
those  who  were  not  thus  qualified  to  vote,  could  not 
have  possibly  secured  to  the  Committee,  on  that  oc- 
casion ; and  that,  among  those  political  tricksters 
among  whom  the  end  justified  the  means— a class 
which  was  evidently  well  represented  in  the  Com- 
mittee,’at  its  Meeting  on  the  evening  of  the  sixth  of 
March — the  introduction  of  that  very  questionable 
mode  of  determining  grave  questions,  involving  the 
weal  and  the  woe  of  the  Colony,  affirmatively,  where, 
otherwise,  the  majority  of  competent  voters  would, 
unquestionably,  have  negatived  those  questions,  was 


• Vrocfetlimj*  of  thr  Cminiitter  of  (thsi-rntthm  for  the  City  a, o’  t '.natty  of 

_Y- m York , at  it-  Meeting,  “ Monday  Evening,  Oth  March,  1775.” 

•‘Card,  signed  by  Mr.  Low  ami  addressod  to  ‘‘The  Kk>pecta»L£  Peh- 
“ we  ” dated  “New  York,  March  ‘J,  177V’ 

* t inu  re  rue  nr  Al  rri*  to  Hr.  jYnn,  “Nknv-YoRK,  May  20,1774,” 
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rvi-lently  regarded  as  an  .undoubted  success.  It  1 
. ms,  howevcrj  that,  notwithstanding  all  t liat  an- 
n.uvnt  success,  at  the  Exchange,  the  machinery  ol 
H.-ltislniess  did  not  move  without  a jar,  within  itself, 
a-  the  very  decided  testimony  and  dissent  of  Isaac 
Low,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  as  well  as  that 
of  the  Meeting,  against  whom  some  underhanded  an- 
tagonism had  been  detected,  have  clearly  shown;1  ! 
and  it  is  equally  susceptibleof  proof  that  a very  healthy  j 
feeling  of  disapproval  of  the  dishonorable  and  unwar-  i 
rantahle  proceedings,  at  that  Meeting,  which  had  j 
been  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Committee  of 
Inspection  and  lead  been  controlled  by  a majority  of 
the  members  of  that  body,  was  entertained  “ by  a very  j 
"great  Majority  of  our  Fellow  Citizens,”  throughout  j 
the  City.2  Under  these  circumstances,  and  with  these  '• 
warnings,  it  need  not  be  matter  of  surprise  that  the  j 
Committee  which  had  hastened  to  award  unusual  | 
honors  to  that  riotous  assemblage,  by  incorporating  | 
what  was  said  to  have  been  a record  of  its  tumultuous  j 
doings  in  the  Minutes  of  its  own  proceedings,  with 
almost  as  much  haste,  although  with  very  much 
less  of  ostentatious  and  noisy  display  than  had  been 
previously  exhibited  in  the  unseemly  approval  of  it, 
at  an  Adjourned  Meeting,  held  within  forty-eight 
hours  after  its  hasty  recognition  of  the  doings  of  that 
assembled  multitude,  and  prompted  by  John  Jay 
who,  only  a few  hours  before,  had  been  decidedly 
differently-minded — that  Committee,  thus  predisposed, 
thus  bashfully,1  thus  hastily,  and  thus  prompted,  j 
gravely  repudiated  the  questionable  vote  which  j 
“a  very  great  Majority  of  the  People”  was  said  j 
to  have  given  in  approval  of  the  fundamental  ques-  j 
tion,  concerning  the  appointment  and  authoriza-  j 
tion  of  Deputies  to  a proposed  Provincial  Convention,  ! 
which,  a few  hours  ago,  it  had  declared  to  have  been  j 
adopted  “ by  a very  great  Majority  of  the  People,”  at  j 
the  Exchange;  and,  quite  as  gravely  and  with  even  \ 
greater  inconsistency,  it  also  yielded  to  those  whom  it 
had  scornfully  disregarded,  at  the  Exchange  as  well 
as  in  its  own  Meeting,  the  right  and  the  propriety  of 
a Poll  of  the  Voters,  by  which  means  the  mis- 
cellaneous, unfranchised  crowd  would  be  silenced  and 
the  suffrage  and  the  determination  of  the  question, 
concerning  the  election  of  Delegates  to  tire  proposed 
Continental  Congress,  be  confined  to  the  Freeholders  j 
and  Freemen  of  the  City  and  County,  to  whom,  alone,  j 
the  Committee  had  originally  referred  it.  It  is  a j 
notable  fact,  ! however,  that,  notwithstanding  the  | 
Committee  repudiated  the  first  Resolution  which  the  j 
miscellaneous  crowd,  at  the  Exchange,  was  said  to 
have  adopted,  it  rigidly  maintained  the  equally  ques-  ! 
tionable  validity  of  the  second  Resolution,  nominally 
authorizing  the  Committee  to  nominate  eleven  persons 

1 rani,  signed  by  Mr.  Low  and  addressed  to  “ The  I<esp£«.tahle  Pi  r* 

*'  Li*  dated  *•  New  York,  31  arch  0,  1770.* 1 

-The  Communication,  signed  “ Impartial,”  dated  ’‘New  York, 

M.itvh  j>,  1777,”  which  was  printed  in  Jlirinytan'*  Y*  "•-}  <*  ■/.■  ibtr.i  tteer,  j 
3*  • j \ Nk w- York,  Thursday,  March  'j,  177-3. 
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as  candidates  for  the  places  of  Delegates  to  the 
proposed  Provincial  Convention — tin- tip'-  :lnn  :y  t - > 
obtain  place  ami  authority,  no  matter  how  i . - founded 
th.it  opportunity  might  he,  was  an  object  so  vastly 
more  important  to  those  aristocratic  place-seekers, 
than  all  others,  that,  whether  promising  or  unpromis- 
ing of  success,  those  who  controlled  that  Committee 
could  not  possibly  abandon  it'1 — and,  consequently, 
on  the  fifteenth  of  March,  a Poll  was  opened  in  each 
Ward,  at  the  usual  places  of  Flection,  under  the 
inspection,  in  each  instance,  of  the  two  Vestrymen  of 
the  Ward  and  two  Members  of  the  Committee,  who 
had  been  appointed  for  that  duty;  and  the  Free- 
holders and  Freemen  of  the  City  then  formally 
determined  that  Deputies  should  be  appointed  for  the 
purpose  named,  and  that  the  eleven  nominees  of  the 
Committee  should  be  such  Deputies,  to  represent  the 
City  and  County  in  the  proposed  Provincial  Congress.3 4 5 
The  result  of  the  Poll  was  reported  to  the  Committee 
on  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  [J [arch  15,  1775] 
when  that  body  ordered  ‘‘that  Circular  Letters  be 
“written  to  all  the  Counties  in  the  Colony,  informing 
“them  of  the  appointment  of  Deputies  for  this  City 
“and  County,  and  requesting  them,  with  all  con- 
“ venient  speed,  to  elect  Deputies  to  meet  in  Pro- 
“ vineial  Convention,  at  the  City  of  New  York,  on 
“the  20th  of  next  April,  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
“ appointing  Delegates  to  represent  this  Colony  at  the 
“ next  Congress  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  the  10th 
“ day  of  May  next.”  0 

3 Proceedinye  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  the  City  awl  County  of 
_Y eir  York,  at  an  Adjourned  Meeting,  8th  March,  1775. 

■*  HoltV-*  Xen>  York  Journal,  Xo.  168<\  Xew-York,  Thursday,  31  inch  Id, 
177-3;  Lirinyton's  Xvir-York  Gazetteer,  No.  100,  New- York,  Thursday, 
3Iarch  10,  1775;*  Caine’s  Xeir-York  Gazette:  and  the  Weekly  Alereury, 
Xo.  1223,  Xfw-York,  Monday,  March  20,  1775. 

5 Pmecdinys  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  the  City  and  County  of 
Xetc- York\  “Committee-Chamber,  15th  March,  1775." 

With  tl» e single  exception  of  de  Lancey,  in  his  Xnt*x  to  Jndye  Jones'? 
History  of  i V*  ir  York  during  the  American  lb  r<Jnti<m,  as  far  as  our  acquaint- 
ance with  them  extends,  every  writer  on  that  subject,  ourself  included, 
has  supposed  and  stated  that  the  question  of  sending  Delegates  to  a 
proposed  Provincial  Convention  was  unquestionably  determined  by  the 
promiscuous  Meeting,  at  the  Kxchange,  without  having  seen  that  that 
vote  had  been  subsequently  repudiated  by  the  Committee,  ter  cause,  and 
that  it  had  been  submitted  to  the  Freeholders  and  Freemen,  at  the  Polls, 
and  definitely  determined  by  them,  and  only  by  them,  at  the  same  time 
that  Delegates  were  elected  to  represent  the  City  and  County,  in  rhat 
Convention. 

* licit  and  Gaine  stated  the  vote  to  have  been  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-five  in  favor  of  the  appointment  of  Deputies,  and  one  hundred  and 
sixty-three  in  opposition  : ltivington  stated  the  vote  was  nine  hundred 
and  twenty-nine,  in  favor,  and  one  hundred  ami  forty-three  in  opposition. 

They  all  agree  that  many  voters  declined  to  vote — Holt  and  Gaine 
said,  because  their  votes  were  seen  to  have  been  unnecessary  : Rivingtoii 
said  “ the  friends  of  die  old  fee  Inhyatv?,  (finding  that  they  were  not 
“permitted  to  vote  for  them  ns  Deleyatcs)  almost  all  declined  giving 
“ their  voices  at  all.” 

They  evidently  suspected  the  managers  of  the  movement  were  seeking 
to  accomplish  some  mischief  against  those  “ old  jic>  Dehyaf.  <;"  and  it 
may  be  that  Isaac  Low,  in  his  declination  to  appear  as  a candidate,  before 
the  proposed  Convention,  wa>  influenced  bv  that  evidently  ‘'crooked” 
movement.  They  preferred  to  vote  directly  for  Delegates,  instead  of 
leaving  the  choice  to  an  irresponsible  Convention  of  politicians,  who 
were  evidently  in  the  interest  of  other  aspirants  to  Congressional 
honors  and  emoluments. 
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There  is  an  abundance  of  evidence,  of  unquestion- 
able truthfulness,  showing  that  what  has  been  retire-  ! 
sented  to  have  been  a conflict  of  rival  parties,  patri-  ! 
otically  representing  antagonistic  political  principles, 
on  the  occasion  referred  to,  was,  in  fact,  like  all  the  ! 
political  contests  which  had  preceded  it,  during  the  | 
preceding  twelvemonth,  only  personal,  factional,  | 
and  local,  in  its  origin  and  character;  that  it  was  not,  ! 
really,  concerning  the  great  questions  arising  from  the 
Colonial  policy  of  the  Home  Government  and  the  j 
Grievances  of  the  Colonies,  relative  to  which  there  j 
was  very  little  diversity  of  sentiment  throughout  the 
City  ; and  that,  in  fact,  nothing  else  were  involved  in  ! 
the  questions  which  were  submitted  to  the  Meeting,  j 
than  tlie  local  and  minor  questions  concerning  the  j 
control  of  the  political  affairs  of  the  Colony  itself  and,  | 
especially,  concerning  those  who  should  occupy  the  j 
places  of  authority,  and  influence,  and  emoluments,  j 
therein.  i 

It  was  conceded,  by  contemporaneous  writers  of  • 
both  factions,  that  there  was,  really,  no  difference  of  s 
opinion,  among  the  various  classes  and  sects  and  j 
factions  of  which  the  City  was  composed,  concerning 
the  existing  necessity  for  the  redress  of  what  were  j 
said  to  have  been  the  Colonial  Grievances,  and  that,  ! 
if  the  Parliament  should  not  interpose  and  indicate  a | 
willingness  to  afford  the  relief  which  was  required,  | 
the  proposed  Congress  ought  to  be  convened,  for  a j 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  and  for  such  i 
further  action  relative  thereto  as  should,  then,  be  j 
considered  necessary;  and  no  one,  of  either  faction, 
pretended  to  be  less  loyal  to  the  Sovereign  nor  le»s  j 
mindful  of  w hat  were  generally  regarded  as  his  pre-  j 
rogatives,  than  his  most  loyal  supporters  could  have  ! 
been — indeed,  it  was  a notable  fact,  that,  on  the  j 
occasion  of  the  Meeting  now  under  consideration,  j 
even  flic  revolutionary  and  miscellaneous  crowd  who  i 
assembled  under  the  Liberty-pole  was  sheltered  by  a j 
large  Union  Flag;  and  that  when  it  moved  from  the  ■ 
Fields  to  the  Exchange,  with  its  noisy  drum  and  fife  j 
and  its  yet  more  noisy  attendants,  it  was  preceded  by  ! 
another  Union  Jack,  inscribed  with  the  name  and  j 
the  title  of  the  King.  „ 

That  it  might  become  expedient  and  proper  to 
assemble  the  proposed  Congress,  if  the  Parliament  | 
should  not,  meanwhile,  have  indicated  an  inclination  j 
to  redress  tlie  alleged  Grievances  of  the  Colonies,  was  I 
not  only  conceded  but  freely  acknowledged,  even  by 
those  more  earnest  conservatives  who  had  assembled  j 
at  the  Widow  De  La  Montagnie’s,  on  the  preceding  j 
Friday  eveuing ; but  they,  in  common  with  many 
others,  hoped  and  believed  that  the  Parliament  would  ! 
promptly  indicate  a willingness  to  afford  the  relief 
which  was  desired;  and,  in  harmony  with  that  hope  i 
and  that  belief,  with  a laudable  desire  to  restore  the  j 
harmony  which  had  formerly  prevailed  between  tlie  j 
Mother  Country  and  the  Colonies,  and  not  with  any  ! 
intention  to  oppose  the  convention  of  the  Congress,  J 
per  *e,  they  desired  only  a postponement  of  the  action,  I 


in  the  proposed  Meeting,  which  was  designed  for  the 
inauguration  of  a movement  for  the  election  of  Dele- 
gates to  that  proposed  Congress,  until  the  twentieth 
of  April,  which  would  have  afforded  time  for  the 
receipt  from  London  of  intelligence  concerning  tlie 
inclination  and  action  of  the  Parliament,  without 
depriving  the  Colony  of  the  opportunity  to  elect  its 
Delegation  to  the  Congress,  in  due  form,  if  it  should 
become  necessary  to  convene  the  Congress.  llut 
those  who  were  anxiously  seeking  places  and  influ- 
ence were  not  ignorant  of  the  well-known  fact  that  a 
sparrow  in  the  hand  is  worth  more  than  a dove  on 
the  roof ; and,  consequently,  they  were  not  willing  to 
postpone  the  immediate  action  which  would  surely 
secure  those  desirable  advantages  to  themselves  ; and 
they  acted  accordingly,  marshaling  their  irregular 
allies,  posting  their  handbills  bearing  unfounded 
accusations  against  their  adversaries  (accusations 
which  were  promptly  contradicted  in  other  handbills) 
accomplishing,  or  seeming  to  accomplish,  by  noise, 
what,  at  that  time,  they  could  not  have  accomplished, 
and  did  not  accomplish,  regularly,  by  tlie  votes  of 
those  Freeholders  and  Fare  emeu  who  were,  then, 
present.1  The  result  of  that  hasty  and  violent  action 
lias  been  noticed,  and  need  not  be  repeated;  but,  not- 
withstanding it  was  subsequently  disregarded  by  the 
Committee  which  had  previously  hastened  to  receive 
and  accept  it,  it  served  to  draw  the  lines  of  faction 
with  more  distinctness  and  to  array  neighbor  against 
neighbor,  in  greater  animosity  and  bitterness  than 
had  previously  been  witnessed. 

On  the  sixteenth  of  March,  1775,  in  conformity 
with  the  Resolution  adopted  by  the  Committee,  and 
under  its  authority,  Isaac  Low,  the  permanent  Chair- 
man of  tlie  Committee  of  Inspection,  prepared  the 
following  Circular  Letter;  and,  very  soon  afterwards, 
copies  of  it  were  sent  to  the  several  County  Com- 
mittees, where  such  Committees  could  be  found, 
throughout  tlie  Colony : 

“ Nkvv-Youk,  10th  March,  1775. 

“ Gentlemen  : 

“The  late  Congress  having  deemed  it  expedient, 
“that,  in  the  present  critical  State  of  American 
“ Affairs,  another  should  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  the 


1 '1  Lie  motives  of  those  who,  respectively,  originated  and  opposed  the- 
call  for  that  Meeting;  may  he  bent  seen  and  understood  in  the  placard 
and  new  spacer  literature  of  that  notable  event  ; and  in  that  connection, 
the  original  Advertisement,  requesting  the  Meeting,  which  was  pub- 
lished iu  Holt’s  Wic-York  J-ntnmf.  No.  New-York.  Thursday, 

-March  2,  1775,  was  the  first  of  the  s'-ries.  The  opponents  of  the*  Meeting, 
who  assombled  at  the  Widow  Po  La  Montuguie’s,  on  the  third  uf 
March,  issued  a handbill,  in  whi-h  reasons  for  a postponement  of  the 
question  were  stated  ; on  the  morning  of  the  day  on  which  the  Meet  in*', 
was  held,  [Nnrt’h  il]  a calm  appeal,  signed  l*  A Freeman,"  and  addressed 
‘k  T"  the  I n i (a  hit  a .vis  uf  X f w ^ '.diK,  ' very  forcibly  urging  a postpone- 
ment of  the  questions,  was  published  in  Maine's  Xnc-  York  ami 

b • • '•  .V-  No.  1221,  Monday,  March  (j,  1775;  aim  re  elaborate  ap- 
peal and  argument,  to  the  same  etTvct,  addressed  “ To  the  resit.ctalle 
“ In  u a mr  an  is  nr  iji  E • Tty  of  New  York,"  signed  “A  Citizen  of  New 
“Turk,"  and  published  in  filename  issue  of  that  newspaper;  an  elaborate 
reply. to  the  last,  signed  “ Anoi  her  Citizen,"  and  published  in  Holt's 
-V 1 'k  J'mntitli  No.  «’G7!»,  Ness -York,  Thursday,  March  0,  1775;  etc. 
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Pah  Day  of  May  next ; and  the  neighbouring  Col- 
having  already  appointed  Delegates  fur  that 
•‘Purpose,  we  beg  Leave  to  call  your  Attention  to  ; 
“that  Subject,  and  to  remark,  that  the  Honour  as 
“ well  as  the  Interest  of  the  Province  requires  that 
" we  also  should  be  fully  and  properly  represented. 

, “ Influenced  by  these  Considerations,  this  City  ; 
“and  County  conceive  it  highly  necessary  that  a 
“Provincial  Convention  should,  without  Delay,  be 
“ formed  of  Deputies  from  all  the  Counties,  for  the  | 
''sole  Purpose  of  appointing,  out  of  their  Body,  Dele-  ; 
“ gates  for  the-  next  Congress,  and  therefore  have  j 
“already  chosen  their  Deputies:  They  prefer  this  j 
“ Mode  to  any  other,  as  it  tends  to  unite  the  Counties,  i 
“ and  to  preserve  that  Harmony  between  them  so  ! 
“essential  to  the  Interest  of  our  common  Cause. 

“ Be  pleased  to  communicate  this  Letter  to  the  ! 
“ Inhabitants  of  your  County;  and  should  they  con-  i 
“ cur  with  us  in  Sentiment,  we  beg  they  will  consider,  j 
“ whether  it  would  not  be  best  to  choose  their  Depu- 
“ ties  so  soon  as  that  they  may  be  down  here  by  the 
“ 20th  of  April  next ; which  Day  we  take  the  Liberty 
“of  proposing  to  you  as  proper  for  the  Meeting  of 
“ the  Convention. 

“ We  forbear  urging  any  Arguments  to  induce 
“ your  Concurrence,  being  well  persuaded  you  are 
“ fully  sensible  that  the  Happiness  of  this  Colony  j 
“ and  the  Preservation  of  our  Rights  and  Liberties,  ! 
“ depend  on  our  acceding  to  the  General  Union  and  ! 
“ observing  such  a Line  of  Conduct  as  may  be  firm,  j 
“as  well  as  Temperate. 

“ By  Order  of  the  Committee  : 

“ Isaac  Low,  Chairman.’'1 

It  is  a very  significant  fact  that,  when  the  Com-  | 
mittee’s  Circular  Letter  was  written  and  made  ready  I 
for  transmission  to  Westchester-county,  there  was  no 
appearance  whatever,  within  that  County,  of  the  j 
slightest  organized  opposition  to  either  the  Home  or  ! 
the  Colonial  Government;  and  that,  among  the 
debris  of  what  had  been  conveniently  regarded  as  a 
Convention  of  the  County,  assembled,  in  the  preced- 
ing August,  for  the  election  of  Deputies  to  represent 
the  County  in  the  late  Congress,  at  Philadelphia, 
neither  a County  nor  a Town  Committee,  actual  or  j 
imaginary,  remained,  to  bear  testimony  to  the  fact 
that  such  a Convention  had  c-ver  existed,  orto  receive 
the  Committee’s  Circular  Letter  and  to  take  action  ! 
on  its  recommendation.  Indeed,  there  can  be  very  ! 
little  doubt  that  the  well-to-do  and  generally  con- 
tented farmers,  throughout  that  County,  those  who  1 
were  Freeholders  quite  as  much  as  those  who  were 
only  Leaseholders  of  properties  on  the  various  1 
Manors,  with  here  and  there  a rare  exception,  had  ' 
continued  to  gather  their  crops  and  to  send  them  to 
market,  during  the  preceding  Autumn  ; to  enjoy  their 

Thi*  is  a copy  of  the  original  publication,  «*  it  rpppeaiv<!  in  Game's  1 
s"-)- U o.iiWp.  ! I’rtkly  Mercury,  So.  1*0,  Xtov-Yoitn.  Monday, 

-'!..,sh2n  177...  | 


usual  indoor  and  outdoor  n creations,  during  the  pre- 
ceding Winter  ; and  to  return  to  the  labors  of  the 
season,  on  their  farms  or  elsewhere,  during  the  ear- 
lier weeks  of  the  Spring,  as  they  had  done,  before, 
year  after  year  and  generation  after  generation, 
knowing  little  and  caring  less  concerning  that  bitter 
struggle  for  commercial  gain,  no  matter  how  law- 
lessly conducted,  or  concerning  that  equally  bitter 
struggle  for  the  honors  and  emoluments  of  political 
place,  no  matter  with  what  auxiliaries  nor  with  what 
disregard  of  individual  and  social  proprieties  and  of 
public  morals  that  struggle  should  be  conducted, 
which  had  kept  the  neighboring  City  and  the  entire 
seaboard  in  an  unceasing  and  disgraceful  turmoil, 
during  that  entire  period. 

It  is  not  now  evident,  if  it  ever  was,  that  these 
honest,  hard-working,  contented  men.  in  any  portion 
of  that  unceasing  and  undisguised  indifference  to  the 
clamor  and  the  unblushing  immorality  and  the 
audacious  lawlessness  of  politicians,  of  high  or  of  low 
degree,  beyond  the  borders  of  the  County,  which  they 
had  steadily  and  consistently  presented,  were  really 
offenders  against  any  law,  human  or  divine ; and  it 
will  require  more  evidence  than  has  yet  been  pre- 
sented by  those  who  have  spoken  or  written  adverse- 
ly concerning  those  quiet  Westchester-county  farmers 
and  their  unostentatious  conservatism,  to  establish 
the  fact,  if  it  be  a fact,  that,  regardless  of  that  pecu- 
liar standing  which  was  awarded  to  Westchester- 
county,  during  the  period  now  under  consideration, 
and  regardless  of  the  recognized  manhood  of  those 
who  then  lived  there,  the  “ consent  ” of  those  farmers, 
previously  given,  was  not  quite  as  necessary  to  have 
warranted  the  invasion  of  their  rural  quiet  and  con- 
tentment, by  those,  not  of  themselves,  who  were  eager 
to  thrust  upon  them,  uninvited,  new  political  methods, 
new  political  principles,  and  a new  form  of  political 
government,  none  of  which  had  yet  secured  their 
lavor  and  approval,  as  it  was,  then,  and  as  it  has  ever 
since  been,  assumed  to  have  been  necessarv,  every- 
where, before  a political  right  could  be  disturbed  or  a 
new  form  of  political  government  be  established. 

The  farmers  in  Westchester-county,  in  1774  and 
1775,  were  quiet  men,  quietly  pursuing  their  peaceful 
vocations,  interfering  with  no  one,  and  avoiding  the 
interference  of  others.  They  were  not  political  in 
their  aims  or  inclinations  ; they  had  very  clearly 
manifested,  over  and  over  again,  their  disinclination 
to  be  associated,  in  any  degree,  with  those  who  were 
inclined  to  become,  if  they  had  not  already  become, 
politicians ; and,  as  will  be  seen,  in  their  action,  dur- 
ing the  W inter,  and  in  their  subsequent  actions,  under 
similar  circumstances,  they  were  not  inclined  to  be 
crowded  into  any  political  associations,  without  their 
consent,  without  presenting,  at  least,  an  open,  a man- 
ly, and  a vigorous  opposition.  The  reader  will  de- 
termine for  himself,  therefore,  how  much,  if  any, 
there  was  ot  individual  and  social  propriety,  and  how 
much,  it  any,  there  was  of  consideration  for  the  wel- 
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fan*  of  those  farmers  or  for  that  of  the  Colony,  dis- 
scvcrcl  from  all  other  considerations,  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inspection,  alias  the  Committee  of  Obser- 
vation, for  the  City  and  County  of  New  York — a 
merely  local  organization,  vested  with  no  more  than 
the  barest  local  authority,  and  that  confined,  exclu- 
sively, to  an  entirely  different  service — when  it  thrust 
itself,  unasked  and  undesired,  into  the  midst  of  that 
peaceful  and  peacefully  inclined  community,  only  in 
order  to  disturb  that  prevailing  peace  by  marshalling 


parties,  embittered  against  each  other,  without  any  j 
aim  or  purpose  in  which  they  were,  or  in  which 
they  were  likely  to  become,  in  the  slightest  degree  j 
interested,  and  for  nothing  else  than  for  the  promotion 
of  individual  aims  and  for  the  advancement  to  politi- 
cal place  and  authority,  of  aspiring  politicians  who 
were  not  always  entitled,  by  their  individual  integrity, 
to  any  such  advancement,  anywhere. 

As  we  have  said,  there  was  no  Town  or  County 
Committee,  within  Westeh ester-county,  unto  whom 
the  Chairman  of  New  York's  Committee  of  Inspec-  j 
tion  could  send  the  Committee’s  Circular  Letter,  to  I 

I 

which  reference  has  been  made  ; and  other  than  usual 
means,  therefore,  were  necessarily  resorted  to,  to  se- 
cure for  it  even  a nominal  circulation,  within  that 
County.  It  is  not,  now,  known,  beyond  a peradven-  I 
ture,  just  what  means  were  thus  employed;  but  the 
copies  of  that  insidious  Circular  Letter  which  were  j 
intended  for  residents  of  Westchester-countv  were  j 
evidently  sent  to  a leading  Westehester-county  poli-  | 
tieiau  ; and,  by  him,  whomsoever  lie  may  have  been, 
they  were  so  manipulated’  that  they  reached  only 
those  residents  of  the  County  who  would  most  surely 
promote  the  political  purposes  of  that  particular 
Westcliesterian  who  had  been  thus  entrusted  with  the 
delivery  of  them.1 * * * 

1 We  have  preferred  to  consider  that  there  was  uu  intermediate  agen- 
cy, la-tweeu  the  Chairman  of  the  New  York  Committee  and  th  • several 

Westchester  cot:  nty  gentlemen  into  whose  hands  his  Circular  Letters 
eventually  foil,  because  those  gentlemen  were  mainly  residents  of  the 
town  of  Westchester  and  of  the  neighboring  village  of  N’ew  Rochelle; 
because  there  was  nothing,  in  that  Circular  Letter,  which  designated 
any  time  or  place  of  meeting,  for  any  Caucus  or  other  Assemblage  w hieli 
might  be  considered  necessary,  for  the  particular  purposes  mentioned  in 
that  Circular  Letter  ; In-cause,  only  on  the  warrant  of  that  particular 
Circular  I.- r,  explicitly  stated  by  them,  a doz-.-n  men,  from  at  least 
for-  different  Towns,  spontaneously  came  together,  at  the  same  time,  in 
a distant  Town  in  which  none  of  them  lived,  and  o?i  the  same  errand. 

Not  one  of  the  number  was  from  Towns  lying  northward  from  the  White 
I’uiins  ; notion*  had  come  from  all  the  country  lying  westward  from  tile 
Bronx-river  ; there  was  not  present  either  a' Van  Cortlandt  or  a Thom- 
as, already  well-known  i-*pular  leader*,  either  of  whom  would  have 
been  formidable,  as  a rival,  against  any  new  aspirant  for  the  leadership 
of  the  movement  and  the  sj*oils  of  office  to  which  that  movement  tended,  j 
There  was  present,  however,  one  who  had,  previously,  been  politically  I 
dormant  ; bv  whom  the  machinery  of  the  movement  was  evidently  run  ; 
and  by  whom,  subsequently,  as  will  be  hereafter  seen,  entirely  through 
its  instrumentality,  a place  was  secured  for  himself,  in  the  Congress  of 
the  < mtmenf,  jnd  an  opening  made  for  the  accession  to  ollice  and  uris-  * 
torratic  consequence  and  influence,  of  others  of  his  wide-spread  ; 

family.  I 

It  will  have  been  seen,  by  every  attentive  reader,  that,  very  evidently,  1 
Isaev  Low's  package  of  Circular  Letter,  intended  for  c irculation  in  j 


On  the  twentv-eighth  of  March,  Theodosius  Bar- 
tow, K.-j  , .hones  Willis,  and  Abraham  (futon,  Escp, 
all  of  N\-w  Rochelle;  William  Hutton,  Ls.j.,  of  Mii- 
manuieck5;  Colonel  Lewis  Morris, Thomas  Hunt, and 
Abraham  Leggett,  of  Westchester;  Captain  Joseph 
Drake,  Benjamin  brake,  Moses  Drake,  and  Stephen 
Ward,  of  East  Chester;  and  James  Horton,  Junior, 
Esi|.,  of  Rye,- ail  of  them,  it  said,  “having  received 
“letters  from  the  Chairman  of  the  City  and  Countv 
“of  New  York,  relative  to  the  appointment  of  Depu- 
ties for  this  County,”  to  a proposed  Provincial  Con- 
vention, “met  at  the  White-Plains,  for  the  purpose  of 
“devising  means  for  taking  the  Seuse  of  the  County 
“ upon  the  Subject.” 

At  best,  that  meeting  of  local  politicians,  or  ot 
those  who  were  not  indisposed  to  become  politicians, 
from  the  south-eastern  Towns  of  the  County,  no  mat- 
ter by  what  means  they  had  been  induced  to  go  to  the 
White  Plains,  on  that  particular  March  morning,  on 
such  an  unusual  errand,  was  nothing  more  nor  les3 
than  a Caucus  of  those  who  were  known  or  supposed 
to  have  been  in  the  interest  of  the  Morris  family  and 
to  have  favored  the  aspirations  of  those  members  ot 
that  family  who  hankered  after  official  place  and  au- 
thority. Neither  'Yonkers,  nor  Greeuburgh,  .nor  any 
of  the  Towus  to  the  northward  of  them  and  of  the 
White  Plains,  were  in  the  slightest  degree  represented 
in  that  important  assemblage;  and  every  one  who  had 
previously  appeared  as  a leader  of  the  farmers  of  the 
County,  in  their  very  unfreejueut  political  doings,  re- 
gardless of  party  associations,  appears  to  have  been, 
also,  very  carefully  excluded,  not  improbably  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  that  harmonious  action,  in  a pre- 
ordained direction,  which  the  presence  of  older  and 
more  experienced  rivals  might  have  turned  toward 
some  other  part  of  the  County  than  toward  the  Manor 
of  Morrisauia. 

TlwGaucus  undoubtedly  discharged  all  the  duties 
which  its  controlling  spirit  assigned  to  it — it  took  into 
consideration,  after  a fashion  of  its  own  creation,  the 
subject  of  the  proposed  election  of  Delegates  to  rep- 
resent the  County,  or  to  assume  to  do  so;  and  it 
“agreed  to  send  the  following  Notification  to  the 
“principal  Freeholders  in  the  different  Towns  and 
“Districts  in  the  County,”  the  designation  of  whom, 

WesfcdlCster-rounty,  was  entrusted  to  T win  Morris,  of  Morrisania,  in  the 
Borough  Town  of  Westchester,  a brother-in-law  of  Isaac  Wilkins,  of  that 
Town,  with  the  last-named  of  whom,  as  the  leader  of  the  majority  ot 
the  General  Assembly  of  th*:  Colony,  the  reader  has  been  already  made 
acquainted. 

In  all  that  had  previously  l>e.*n  said  or  done,  in  behalf  of  the  Colony, 
in  its  dispute  wirh  the  Home  Government,  not  a Morris  had  been  heard, 
except  in  that  instance  when  one  of  them  described  the  unfranchiscd 
masses  of  the  Colonists  as  “ poor  reptiles  *’  ( vide  Vay  12,  ant*:) ; but  the 
fragrance  of  the  distant  emoluments  and  influences  of  office,  more  fully 
developed  than  ever  before,  had  passed  over  from  the  City  into  Westches- 
tiT-oouiity  ; and,  reasonably  enough  to  all  who  knew  of  the  greed  f r of- 
fice which  every  Morris  of  every  period  had  possessed,  both  Lewis  and 
Gouverneur,  to  say  nothing  of  others,  were  no  longer  torpid  and  in- 
different. 

2 Subsequently  distinguished  as  Loyalists. 
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in  that  selection,  having  Oven  left  to  him  by  whom 
the  Caucus  had  evidently  been  controlled — and  hav- 
ing, in  behalf  of  somebody  else  more  than  in  behalf 
of  the  body  of  the  County,  thus  put  the  political  ma- 
chinery in  motion,  satisfactorily  to  themselves  and  to 
their  chief,  the  twelve  gentleman  waded  through  the 
Spring-time  mud,  back,  to  their  respective  homes. 

The  “Notification”  to  which  reference  has  been 
made,  that  which  the  Caucus  authorized  to  be  sent  to 
the  elect,  among  the  Freeholders  of  the  County,  was 
in  these  words: 

“March  28th,  1775. 

“ Sir  : 

“A  number  of  gentlemen  from  different  districts  in 
“the  county  of  Westchester  having  this  day  met  at 
“ the  White  Plains  to  Consider  of  the  most  proper 
“ method  of  taking  the  Sense  of  the  Freeholders,  of 
“ the  Said  County,  upon  the  Expediency  of  choosing 
“ Deputies  to  meet  the  Deputies  of  the  other  Coun- 
“ ties,  for  the  purpose  of  Electing  delegates  to  repre- 
“ sent  this  Colony  in  the  General  Congress  to  be  held 
“ at  Philadelphia  on  the  10th  of  May  next,  are  of 
“opinion  that  the  best  way  of  proceeding  for  that 
“ purpose,  will  be  to  have  a general  Meeting  of  the 
“ Freeholders  of  the  Said  County. 

“As  this  County  is  very  Extensive  we  take  the 
“ liberty  of  recommending  the  meeting  to  be  held  at 
“the  White  Plains  on  Tuesday  the  11th  day  of  April 
“next  at  ten  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  at  the  Court 
“ House,  and  therefore  do  desire  you,  to  give  notice 
“ of  the  Same  to  all  the  freeholders  in  your  district, 
“ without  exception,  as  those  who  do  not  appear  and 
“ vote  on  that  day,  will  he  presumed  to  acquiesce  in 
“ the  Sentiment  of  the  majority  of  those  who  vote. 

“ We  are  &c.”  1 

There  can  be  no  good  reason  for  supposing  that  that 
Caucus  failed  to  employ  the  best  means  which  it 
could  control,  to  secure  the  attendance,  at  the  ap- 
pointed place,  on  the  appointed  day.  and  at  the  des- 
ignated hour,  of  all  those  of  the  farmers  of  the  Coun- 
ty of  Westchester,  whom  it  supposed  to  have  been 
friendly  to  the  Morris  family,  and  who  were  willing 
or  who  could  he  induced  to  accept  the  head  of  that 
wealthy  and  aristocratic,  but  really  unpopular,  family, 
as  their  political  leader — to  that  family,  the  stake  was 
a very  important  one ; and,  to  secure  that  stake,  it 
played  desperately.  On  the  other  hand,  those  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  County  who  were  conservative  in 
their  political  opinions,  and  those  who  were  not  favor- 
ers of  the  new-born,  but  selfish,  zeal  of  the  Lord  of 


the  Manor  of  Morrisaniu.  were  aroused  ; and,  especi- 
ally in  the  Borough  Town  of  Westchester,  within 
which  the  ancestral  home  of  the  Morrises  was  situat- 
ed, the  ambitious  purposes  of  tliat  gentleman  and  of 
his  family  were  empathically  snubbed,  by  a Meeting 
of  bis  townsmen,  duly  summoned  to  take  into  consi- 
deration “ whether  or  not  they  should  choose  Deputies 
“ to  represent  them  at  a Provincial  Convention.”  ■ Be- 
sides that  local  and  evidently  personal  rebuke,  by 
the  townsmen  of  the  Morrises,  the  great  body  of  “ the 
“Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  West- 
chester,” or  such  of  them  as  were  “friends  of  Gov- 
ernment and  our  happy  Constitution,”  was  earnestly 
appealed  to,  in  the  circulation  of  tire  followingstirring 
Address: 

“ To  the  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of 
Westchester. 

“ New-York,  April  6,  1775. 
“You  are  earnestly  desired  to  attend  a general 
meeting  of  the  county,  to  be  held  at  the  White 
Plains,  on  Tuesday  next,  the  11th  inst.  to  give  your 
votes  upon  the  questions: — 

“ Whether  you  are  inclined  to  choose  deputies  to 
“meet  at  the  city  of  New-York,  in  a Provincial  Con- 
“vention?  Or, 

“ Whether  you  are  determined  to  abide  by  the 
“ loyal  and  judicious  measures  already  taken  by  your 
“ own  worthy  representatives  in  the  general  assembly 
“ of  this  province,  for  a redress  of  American  grievances"? 
“The  consequences  that  may  arise  from  your  ne- 
glecting to  attend  at  the  White  Plains,  on  Tuesday 
next,  to  declare  your  sentiments  relative  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  deputies  to  meet  in  Provincial  Con- 
gress, may  be  very  fatal  to  this  county;  the  friends 
“ of  goverment,  and  our  happy  constitution,  are  there- 
fore earnestly  invited  in  person,  to  oppose  a measure 
“so  replete  with  ruin  and  misery.  Beni  ember  the 
“extravagant  price  we  are  now  obliged  to  pay  for 
“goods  purchased  of  the  merchants,  in  consequence 
“of  the  Non-Importatjon  agreement;  and  when  the 
NON-EXPORTATION  agreement  takes  place,  we 
shall  be  in  the  situation  of  those  who  were  obliged 
to  make  bricks  without  straw. 

“ A WHITE  OAK.”  ' 


1 This  narrative  of  the  organization  and  doings  of  that  notable  Caucus, 
including  the  copy  of  thr  ‘*.V.  firietttioit'n  which  was  issued,  by  its  au- 
thoritv,  is  based  on  the  elaborate  paper,  signed  by  ‘‘Lewis  NIokrvs, 
“ • which  served  as  the  Credentials  of  those  who  appeared  in 

the  Provincial  Convention,  as  Deputies  from  Westchester-couuty,  and 
w hi-  h is  preserved  in  the  CreJentinh  of  Hist  rienl  M"hk.«  r'fds 

';//«<  the  \\'nr  if  t)»e  Herd utloH — Volume  xxiv.,  Page  25 — in  the  Off  ice 
* f the  Secretary  of  State,  at  Altai  y. 

The  “.YyhTi, utiim,”  printed  in  the  text,  was  copied  from  the  original 

31  inns  "ript. 


2 “A  Correspondent  acquaints  us.  That,  on  Monday  the  3d  of  March, 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  B rough  of  Westchester  met,  in  Consequence  of 
‘a  Summons,  to  give  iheii  Sentiments  upon  a Question,  whether  or  not 
‘they  would  choose  Deputies  to  represent  them  At  u Provincial  Conven- 
tion iu  this  City;  when  they  declared  themselves  already  very  ably 
‘and  effectually  represented  in  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Province, 
‘by  Isaac  Wilkins,  Inquire  ;*  peremptorily  disowned  all  Congressional 
'Conventions  and  Cvtumi ttees,  most  loyally  repeating  the  old  Chorus, 
God  save  the  King,  which  was  seconded  by  three  hearty  Cheers  ; and 
then  the  jolly  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  spent  die  Day  with  great 
Hilarity  and  good  Humour  out  their  Tankards  and  Bowls.”—  tGaiue's 
v.  • .v  No.  12  New-York,  3 

April  10,  1775.) 

'This  appeal,  an  exact  copy  of  the  original,  was  printed  in  IHrinjtou' < 
y -ir-Yi.rk  frizettt*mr.  No.  lOd,  New-York,  Thursday,  April  6,  1775. 


j * The  wife  of  Isaac  Wilkins  was  Isabella  Morris,  ^:stt*r  of  Gouverneur 
| and  lmlf-sister  of  Colonel  Lewis  Morris,  the  head  of  that  family. 


. 
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It  i*  reasonable  to  .suppose  that  many  of  tin  farm- 
ers of  We.stche'ter-enttnty,  whatever  their  political 
opinions  may  have  been,  were  more  than  usually  ex- 
cited by  these  extraordinary  appeals  and  by  others 
which  have  not  been  preserved,  addressed  to  them  by 
those  whom  they  had  hitherto  regarded  as  leaders  in 
political  affairs;  hut  it  is  equally  clear  that  not  even 
those  extraordinary  means,  thus  employed,  were  suc- 
cessful in  withdrawing  even  a respectable  minority 
of  the  Freeholders,  to  say  nothing  of  those  heads  of 
families  who  were  not  Freeholders,  who,  at  that  time, 
inhabited  that  extensive  and  thickly  settled  County, 
from  their  homesteads  and  from  the  urgent  duties, 
at  home,  which  the  opening  Spring  had  imposed  upon 
them.  Notwithstanding  all  the  reasons  which  ex- 
isted for  their  continued  attention  to  their  respective 
home  duties,  however,  there  were  some,  relatively  a 
small  proportion,  of  either  party,  those  who  were  op- 
posed to  the  Morrises  and  to  the  proposition  to  elect 
Deputies  to  a proposed  Convention  of  the  Colony  and 
those  who  favored  both,  who  went  to  the  Plains,  on 
that  Tuesday  morning,  the  eleventh  of  April,  as,  re- 
spectively, they  bad  been  requested  to  go.  They 
went,  as  farmers  were  wont  to  go  and  as  they  continue 
to  go,  on  such  occasions,  on  horseback  or  on  foot, 
over  Westchester-county’s  Spring-time  muddy  roads 
or  “across  lots,”  as  best  suited  their  individual  con- 
venience; and  the  little  Village,  what  there  was  of 
it,  scattered  along  the  wide  spread  Post-road,  wits  un- 
doubtedly, the  scene  of  many  a discussion,  friendly  or 
unfriendly,  as  friend  met  friend  or  neighbor  met 
neighbor  in  that  ancient  thoroughfare,  each  intent,  as 
farmers  only  can  be  intent,  on  the  promotion  of  the 
particular  cause  to  which  each  had  become  especially 
devoted.  Reasonably  enough,  the  two  Taverns  which 
were,  then,  prominent  within  the  limits  of  the  Vil- 
lage, were  made  the  stopping-places  of  those  rural 
incomers  unto  whom  no  Village  householder  had  ex- 
tended a Village  welcome,  Captain  Hatfield,  the  land- 
lord of  one  of  those  Taverns,  entertaining  those  who 
were  opposed  to  the  Morrises  and  to  the  proposed 
election  of  Deputies,  while  those  who  favored  that 
family  and  that  proposed  election,  “ put  up  in  another 
u Public  House  in  the  Town,”  probably  that  which 
was  kept  by  Isaac  Oakley.1 

1 ZVo/t-*/  of  the  Inhabitant*  <unl  Freeholder  ot  11 » ■/.  -;>7rr- comity, 

Yurk , “Coi  nt v of  Wk.stchk.stku,  April  13, 177.3, ’’  published  in  Iticiiigtou's 
Jfow-YorkXHa-zelteer,  No.  10."»,  Nkw  York,  Thursday,  April  ’JO,  1775;  and 
in  Gttine’s  Xew- York  Gazette:  and  the  Weekly  Mercury,  No.  1*227,  Nf.w 
York,  Monday,  April  17,  1775. 

We  have  been  favored  by  our  unwearied  frit-nds,  Hon.  Lewis  C.  Platt 
and  Hon.  J.  0.  Dykinan  with  information,  concerning  these  two  Tav- 
erns, which  our  readers  will  find  worthy  of  their  remembrance. 

Captain  Hatfield's  Tavern  stood  almost  due  South  from  the  old  Court- 
house, and  nearly  half  a mile  distant,  on  the  North  side  of  the  old  stage- 
road  to  New  York, — the  line  of  that  road  has  been  changed,  since  1775 — 
on  property  more  recently  owned  by  Samuel  E.  Lyon,  Kmj.,  and  now  by 
the  heirs  of  the  late  Alfred  Waller,  Esq. 

The  oil  building  lifts  been  removed  from  the  place  on  which  it  stood, 
in  1775,  to  a place,  further  t<>  the  northward,  not  far  from  the  site  of  the 
old  Court-house  ; and  is  now  occupied  as  a tenement. 

Isaac  Oakley  s Tavern  stood  on  the  East  side  of  the  old  .-tage-road, 


it  i->  .-vi-h-ur  licit  neither  of  the  tu  > :'.i  cions  was 
very  punctual  in  its  attendance,  at  the  appointed 
! hour — a practice  which  is  continued  to  this  day,  in 
Wcstclu-ster-coimty,  on  similar  occasions — and,  for  a 
reason  which  was  perfectly  obvious,  the  promoters  ot 
the  proposed  Meeting,  vary  evidently,  were  not  in  a 
hurry  to  assume  the  great  responsibility  of  carrying 
forward  the  schemes  of  the  revolutionary  faction  in 
the  City  of  New  York,  to  which  they  had  been  invit- 
! ed,  especially  in  view  of  the  greater  number  of  those 
who  were  opposed  to  those  schemes,  and  who 
were  present  and  apparently  prepared  to  oppose 
them  ; while  those  who  were  opposed  to  the 
Morrises  and  to  their  schemes  and  to  the  pro- 
posed election,  and  whose  evidently  superior 
' numbers  had  served  to  dampen  the  ardor  of  their  op- 
j ponents,  could  do  nothing  else  than  to  wait,  and  to 
watch  the  progress  of  events.  Notwithstanding  the 
hour  of  ten  had  been  named  in  the  Notification 
through  which  the  assembled  farmers  had  thus  met,  it 
was  nearly  noon  before  any  attempt  to  organize  a 
Meeting  was  made — probably,  some  whose  presence 
was  desired  and  expected,  had  not  arrived;  probably, 
those  leaders  of  the  movement  who  were  present  were, 
meanwhile,  “ comparing  notes,”  arid  arranging  plans 
of  action,  and  enjoying  that  social  glass,  frequently 
renewed,  of  which  their  Chairman  subsequently  made 
mention,  unwittingly;  most  probably,  the  superior 
; numbers  of  those  who  were  known  to  be  opposed  to 
! them,  whose  strength  of  numbers  was  being  con- 
I staiitly  increased,  warned  the  ambitious  Lord  of  the 
/Manor  of  Morrisania  and  his  adherents  that  “the 
“better  part  of  Valor  is — Discretion.” 

About  twelve  o’clock,  however,  those  who  favored 
the  Morrises  and  the  proposed  election  of  Deputies 
appear  to  have  quietly"  and  noiselessly  left  the  Tav- 
: ern,  passed  over  the  old  post-road,  and  re  assembled 
in  the  Courthouse;  organized  a Meeting;  and  ap- 
pointed Colonel  Lewis  Morris,  its  Chairman.  It  was 
done  quietly,  if  it  was  not  done  secretly:  it  was  done 
; quietly,  without  inviting  any  others  than  those  of 
: their  own  faction,  to  assemble  with  them  : it  was 
i done  quietly  and  in  a manner  which  clearly  indicated 
| that  something  else  than  an  untrammeled  and  uii- 
j biased  expression  of  the  will  of  all  those  who  were 
j present — carrying  with  it,  also,  the  assumed  acquies- 
; cence  of  all  those  who  were  not  present — concerning 
the  Morrises  and  the  questions  which  were  pro- 
pounded in  the  Notification , was  chiefly  desired,  and 
1 must  be  procured,  by  fair  means  or  by  foul most 
evidently,  it  was  done,  quietly,  with  an  inclination  and 
I a hope  that  it  might  accomplish  all  the  purposes  of 


directly  opposite  to  the  old  Court-house.  "We  remember  the  old  hous*% 
very  distinctly,  having  often  seen  it  and,  more  titan  once,  at  least  f.-rty 
years  ago,  having  slept  under  its  roof.  It  is  said  that  it  wus  burned,  about 
lbVs  ; and  that  the  site  remains  unoccupied. 

The  old  Court-house,  the  scene  of  many  an  adventure  during  the  later 
1 Colonial  era,  occupied  the  site  of  the  present  re-ddetice  of  W.  P.  Fiero, 
K'  l , on  the  V>\-t  side  of  th-  stage-road  to  New  York. 
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th  )s<-  "'ho  had  originated  and  promoted  it,  secretly 
a._  1 rapidly,  without  alarming  those  who  were  assem- 
bled at  Captain  Hatfield's.  and  before  they  could  be 
brought  to  the  Courthouse,  to  defeat  those  purposes 
and  to  relegate  the  Morrises  to  that  political  obscur- 
ity in  which,  very  ungraciously,  they  had  so  long  and 
so  ingloriously  rested.  It  was,  in  short,  nothing  else 
than  a political  coup-de-main;  but,  unfortunately  for 
the  honor  of  those  who  participated  in  it,  it  was  not 
as  respectably  successful  as  those  who  had  contrived 
it,  had  desired. 1 * 

Intelligence  of  the  movement  of  their  opponents 
very  soon  reached  those  who  were  assembled  at  Cap- 
tain Hatfield’s  Tavern  ; and  we  are  told  that,  un- 
doubtedly with  very  little  delay,  they,  also,  “ walked 
“ down  to  the  Courthouse,  although  not  half  of  their 
“ friends  who  were  expected  had  yet  appeared.”  At 
that  time,  when  the  full  force  of  all  who  thus  pre- 
sumed to  act,  in  so  vital  a question,  in  the  name  of  all 
who  were,  then,  in  West  eh  ester-county — and  that, 
too,  without  any  delegation  of  authority  and,  cer- 
tainly, without  any  expressed  “consent” — was  un- 
doubtedly' present  aud  acting,  there  was  not  present 
more  than  from  a hundred  to  a hundred  and  twenty- 
five.  Freeholders  and  others;  and  there  is  evidence 
that  quite  as  large  a number.  Freeholders  and  others, 
walked  down  to  the  Courthouse,  from  Captain  Hat- 
field’s Tavern,  and  stripped  all  the  novelty  and  all 
there  was  of  what  was  said  to  have  been  integrity 
from  the  exposed  and  unsuccessful  coup-de-mainr  The 
individual  respectability  of  none  of  these,  of  either 
faction,  appears  to  have  been  impeached  by  any  one  ; 
but  Colonel  Morris  subsequently  attempted  to  depre- 
ciate the  political  standing  of  some  of  those  who  were 


1 From  the  fact  that  the  Meeting  had  been  organized  and  “had  already 
“entered  upon  the  business  of  the  day,”  before  it  nas  known  to  those 
who  were  at  Hatfield's  Tavern,  that  any  movement  toward  such  an  or- 
ganization had  been  made— a fact  which  was  openly  stated  iu  the  fv,,/,./ 
of  the  one  faction  without  having  been  controverted  in  the  elaborate  re- 
ply of  tiie  Chairman  of  the  Meeting — the  secrecy  of  the  movenient  is  es- 
tablished. beyond  a question.  The  motives  of  those  who  contrived  that 
particular  mode  of  operations,  will  be  manifest  to  all  who  arc  acquainted 
with  the  facts  and  with  the  practices  of  unscrupulous  politicians,  in 
Westoh ester-count y a-  often  as  elsewhere. 

-In  the  narrative  which  the  Clmtrmau  of  the  Meeting  prepared,  int- 
tii'sliately  after  the  adjournment  of  that  Meeting,  he  stated  that  “ a very 
“numerous  body  of  the  Freeholders  of  trie  County  assem bled  at  tin. 

Coup H House;"  and  that  “an  inconsiderable  number  of  I’ersons 
“( among  whom  were  many  tenants  not  entitled  to  a vote)  with  is.ac 
“ \\  ilkius,  Hsq. , aud  Col.  i’hilipse  at  their  head,  then  appeared.'’  In 
the  I'rnl-tf  of  i:,.-  I.ih.d'itaiit*  mitt  Fn-.'.uhl.-i  s,  subsequently  published,  it  is 
stated,  specifically,  that  when  those  from  Captain  Hatfield's  Tavern  en- 
tered tiie  Courthouse,  "the  -numbers  on  each  side  seemed  tube  nearly 
"equal;  and  both  together  might  amount  to  two  hundred  or,  at  most, 
“two  hundred  and  fifty."  Nearly  a mouth  after  the  publication  of  that 
ivof. a/,  and  after  he  hail  secured  the  seat  in  the  Continental  Congress 
f t w l.i'di  he  had  so  earnestly  hankered — his  half-brother,  GouV'-nieur, 
1 ting  then  an  aspirant  to  a seat  in  the  proposed  Provincial  Congo  a.  to 
w hhdi  lie  was  elected,  on  the  following  day — Lewis  Morris  published  an 
eUls .rate  and  very  minute  reply  to  that  l‘ulr-1,  in  which,  although 
ii“.ir!y  «vi  ry  feature  of  the  latter  was  bitterly  controverted,  he  conveni- 
ent!)-said  it,, thing  whatever  of  the  numlier  of  those,  of  either  faction, 
w , , w -re  at  the  Plains;  and,  therein,  lie  emphatically  acquiesced  in 
"hat  Was  said,  on  that  subject,  with  so  much  precision,  in  the 
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not  ofh is  supporters,  by  saying  there  were  among  them 
“ many  tenants  who  w ere  not  entitled  to  vote,”  etc., 
— they  were  recognized  as  respectable  farmers,  even 
by  that  particular  Morris  who  aimed  to  belittle  them; 
but.  in  the  presence  of  such  as  lie,  with  nothing  but 
wlmt  lie  bad  inherited,  to  ensure  to  him  even  a nom- 


1 inal  respectability,  they  were  evidently  expected  to 
; be  no  more  than  dumb  dogs,  even  while  their  homes 
and  their  properties  were  put  in  jeopardy  and  the 
■ peace  aud  happiness  of  their  families  endangered  by 
j the  doings  of  those  “better  classes,”  before  one  of 
I whom  they  then  stood. 

It  is  said  that  Isaac  Wilkins,  of  the  Porough  of 
Westchester,  and  Colonel  Frederic  Philipse,  of  the 
Manor  of  Philipsborough,  both  of  them  Members  of 
1 the  Genera"  Assembly  of  the  Colony,  walked  at  the 
; head  of  those  who  moved  from  the  Tavern  to  the 
! Courthouse,  and  who  interrupted  the  proceedings  of 
| the  Meeting  ; and  all  agreed  that,  when  the  entire 
i number  of  those  new  incomers  had  entered  the 
Courtroom,  without  indecorously  attempting  to  dis- 
i turb  the  Meeting,  in  the  slightest  degree,  Isaac  Wil- 
kins, in  behalf  of  those  with  whom  he  had  come, 
“declared  that,  as  they  had  been  unlawfully  called 
1 “together,  and  for  an  unlawful  purpose,  they  did  not 
| “intend  to  contest  the  matter,  by  a Poll,  which  would 
| “be  tacitly  acknowledging  the  authority  that  had 
; “ summoned  them  thither;  but  that  they  had  come  only 
! “with  a design  to  protest  against  all  such  disorderly 
| “proceedings,  and  to  shew  their  detestation  of  allun- 
j “ lawful  Committees  and  Congresses.  They  then  fur- 
“ ther  declared  their  determined  resolution  to  continue 
| “steadfast  in  their  allegiance  to  their  gracious  and 
| “ merciful  Sovereign,  King  George  the  Third  ; tosub- 
| “ mit  to  lawful  authority  ; aud  to  abide  by  and  sup- 
I “port the  only  true  representatives  of  the  People  of 
“this  Colony,  the  General  Assembly.”  They  then 
j gave  three  cheers,  and  returned  to  Captain  Hatfield's 
i Tavern,  “singing,  as  they  went,  with  a loyal  euthusi- 
i “ asm,  the  grand  and  animating  Song  of 

“ ‘ God  save  great  George,  our  King, 

“ ‘ Long  live  our  noble  King  ! etc.”  3 


I After  the  protestants  had  thus  peacefully  left  the 
! Courthouse,  the  Meeting  returned  to  the  business 

I ° 

for  the  transaction  of  which  it  had  been  convened 
| and  organized ; and  the  question  was  submitted,  by 
j the  Chairman,  “ 'Whether  they  would  appoint  Depu- 
1 “ties  for  this  County,  to  meet  the  Deputies  of  the 
' “ other  Counties,  at  the  City  of  New  York,  on  the 
j “twentieth  of  April  instant,  for  the  purpose  of 
j “ electing  Delegates  to  represent  this  Colony  in  the 

“General  Congress,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  on 

3 There  is  very  little  difference,  concerning  what  occurred  in  the 
I Courtroom,  in  the  narrative  drawn  up  by  Lewis  .Morris  and  in  that  por- 
| tion  of  the  Prof-  st  which  relates  to  that  subject ; and  both  are  referred 
i to,  as  authorities,  for  what  has  been  said,  in  the  text,  relative  thereto. 

| Concerning  what  was  done,  elsewhere,  by  the  protestants,  after  they  had 
‘ left  the  Courthouse,  the  is  our  sufficient  authority. 
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“the  tentli  day  of  May  next.’’  By  an  unan minus 
vote,  it  tktenuined  to  do  >o  ; and  it  tin  u uppoiuu-d, 
also  without  (i|i[)usition,  Colonel  Lewis  Morris  and 
Doctor  Robert  Graham — the  latter  a kinsman  of  the 
former — both  of  Westchester;  Stephen  Ward,  of 
Eustchester ; Colonel  James  Holmes  and  Jonathan 
Platt,  of  Bedford;  John  Thomas,  Junior,  of  Rye; 
and  Samuel  Drake  and  Philip  Van  C'ortlandt, 
both  of  the  Manor  of  C'ortlandt;  a majority  of 
whom  was  authorized  to  represent  the  County,  and  to 
cast  the  Vote  of  the  County,  in  the  proposed  Con- 
vention. 1 

The  following  Resolutions  were,  then,  submitted 
to  the  Meeting;  and  they  were  duly  adopted,  also 
without  a dissenting  voice: 

“Resolved:  That  the  thanks  of  this  body  be 

“given  to  the  virtuous  Minority  of  the  General 
“ Assembly  of  this  Province,  and  particularly  to 
“John  Thomas  and  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esquires, 
“two  of  our  Representatives,  for  their  firm  attacli- 
“meut  to  and  zeal,  on  a late  occasion  for  the  preser- 
“ vation  of  the  union  of  the  Colonies  and  the  Rights 
“ and  Liberties  of  America;  and  that  this  Resolve  be 
“communicated,  by  the  Chairman,  to  every  Gentle- 
“ man  of  whom  that  Minority  consisted. 

“Resolved:  That  the 'thanks  of  this  country  is 
“due  to  the  Delegates  who  composed  the  late  Con- 
gress, for  the  essential  services  they  have  rendered 
“ to  America,  in  general;  and  that  this  Resolve  be 
“ forthwith  published.” 

W e are  told,  also,  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Meeting, 
that,  “ after  the  business  of  the  day  was  thus  eon- 
“ eluded,  the  people  gave  three  huzzas  for  our  gra- 
“ eious  Sovereign,2  and  dispersed,  quickly,  without  the 
“ least  disorder.” 3 

1 As  Jonathan  Platt  and  Colonel  Holmes  did  not  accept  the  appoint- 
ment, and  as  ofay  six  took  their  seats  in  the  Convention,  the  majority 
which  was  uecessary  to  east  the  vote  of  the  County  was  reduced  to  four ; 
and,  thus,  the  control  of  the  Delegation  was  retained  by  those  who  went 
from  Westchester.  Kastcloster,  and  Rye. 

-The  practice  of  nil,  at  that  period  and  subsequently,  on  all  such  occa- 
sions as  that  referred  to  in  the  text,  will  sufficiently  indicate  to  the 
reader,  that  the  enthusiasm  for  the  King  which  was  displayed,  a-  mu*  h 
by  one  faction  a?  by  the  other,  at  the  White  Plains,  on  that  eventful 
April  day,  was  due  quite  as  much  to  what  had  been  drunk  at  the  two 
Taverns,  before  either  of  those  factions  had  gone  to  the  Courthouse,  as 
to  the  iove  for  the  King  which  either  of  them  really  posses-- • I.  Peat  the 
Chairman  of  tb-  Me*/ ting  kindly  furnished  conclusive  evidence  on  the 
subject,  when  he  wrote,  much  pains,  I confess,  were,  on  that  day, 
•‘taken,  to  make  temporary  enthusiasts,  arid  with  other  more  •'.rhiUtrn- 
“tiny  pi  rit  than  the  spirit  of  loyalty.” — (Leui-i  J i>n-is  in  th*  Pr.btick, 
“ M.okki3a>'i.\,  May  7,  l7“o.”) 

Duly  culprits  44  confess”  a wrong-doing  ; and  w ifh  this  “confession  ” 
of  one  of  the  principal  offenders,  on  the  occasion  referred  to,  the  reader 
will  he  enabled  To  understand  how  small  an  amount  of  genuine  patriot- 
l*m  there  was,  in  such  a crowd,  no  matter  for  whom  it  hurrahed  ; and 
how  small  the  price  was  with  which  that  crowd  had  been  purchased,  to 
further  the  purposes  of  either  “ the  friends  of  the  Government  ” or 
those  of  tl»**  revolutionary  faction  — may  he  not  he  enabled  t*  understand, 
also,  something  more  of  those  who  originated  and  fostered  the  revolu- 
tionary spirit,  in  the  Colonies,- and  something  more  <*f  the  means  which 
they  employed,  call  them  what  you  may,  than  those,  claiming  to  be 
44  historians,”  with  a very  few  r ally  honorable  exceptions,  have  hither- 
to told  to  him  ? 

One  of  the  roost  important  political  movements  in  which  N*  w York 


AIMioiiL'h  ii"  action,  on  that  subject,  appears  to 
have  lx  ini  t.iki  a by  the  -Meeting,  its  master-spirit 
and  Chairman,  in  his  official  capacity,  appears  u> 
have  continued  the  work  for  which  the  Meeting  had 
been  convened,  completing  it  before  he  left  the  W bite 
Plains,  by  preparing  an  otiicial  narrative  of  the  ori- 
gin of  the  Meeting  ; of  the  Caucus  which  had  “ recom- 
“ mended  ” it;  of  its  Proceedings,  when  convened; 
and  of  its  noisy  loyalty  to  that  “gracious  Sove- 
reign ” whose  recognized  authority  it  had  so  boldly 
assailed.  That  narrative  was  duly  published  ; and, 
at  the  expense  of  repeating  some  matters  of  which 
mention  lias  been  already  made,  as  an  important 
portion  of  the  historical  literature  of  Westchester- 
county,  a .place  is  made  for  it,  in  this  work.  It  was 
in  the  following  words  : 

“ White  Plain's,  i\  the  Cocxty  of  Westchester 
“ the  11th  day  of  April  1775. 


“ On  the  28th  day  of  March  last,  the  following 
“ Gentlemen  having  received  letters  from  the  Chair- 
“ man  of  the  Committee  of  the  City  and  County  of 
I “ New-York  relative  to  the  appointment  of  Deputies 
“for  this  County,  met  at  this  place  for  the  purpose  of 
“ devising  means  for  taking  the  Sense  of  this  County 
“ upon  the  Subject,  viz  : 


j “ Col.  Lewis  Morris, 

“ Thomas  Hunt, 
j “ Abraham  Leggot, 

“ James  Horton,  Jr.,  Lsq., 
“Stephen  Ward, 
j “-Abraham  Guion,  Esq., 


Theodosius  Barlow,  Es*q., 4 
William  Sutton,  Esq., 
Capt.  Joseph  Drake, 
James  Willis, 

Benjamin  Drake, 

31  oses  Drake, 


“who  having  taken  the  Same  into  consideration, 
“agreed  to  send  the  following  notification  to  the 
“principal  freeholders  in  the  different  Towns  aud 
“ districts  in  the  County,  viz — • 


“ ‘ March  28th,  1775. 

“‘Sir.  A number  of -gentlemen  from  different  dis- 
| “‘tricts  in  the  county  of  Westchester  having  this 
! “ ‘ day  met  at  the  White  Plains  to  Consider  of  the 
“‘most  proper  method  of  taking  the  Sense  of  the 
| ‘“Freeholders,  of  the  said  County,  upon  the  Expedi- 
' *“  enev  of  choosing  Deputies  to  meet  the  Deputies  of 
j “ ' the  other  Counties,  for  the  purpose  of  Electing 


has  ever  been  engaged,  was  carried  through  Westchest^r-connty  in 
known  opposition  to  the  great  body  of  iia  inhabitants,  and  in  the  face 
of  a formal  PrnU'.<l  of  a larger  number,  by  only  a factional  minority,  in 
the  interest  of  an  aspiring  politician,  and  whiie  that  minority  was  stag- 
gering under  tin*  evil  influences  *>f  tlu-  New  Englau  l Rum  which 
had  been  fre«  ly  dispensed,  for  that  particular  purp< 

:{The  narrative,  signed  by  “ Lew  is  Morris,  Chturman,”  already  re- 
ferred to,  has  afforded  a sufficient  authority,  for  ail  that  has  been  ^aid, 
in  the  text,  concerning  the  Meeting,  after  the  protectants  had  left  the 
Courthouse. 

4 Although  the  name  wtuj  thus  written,  in  the  original  manuscript, 
there  can  he  no  doubt  that  r*  L-nm.  *-■  was  made  to  Theodosius  Bartow, 
second  son  of  the  Ilev.  John  Partow,  tin-  fu>t  Rector  i f the  Parish  of 
Westchester.  Mr.  ll.irtow  subsequently  held  the  comfortable  and  profit- 
able place  of  a 44  Commit*  rv  at  New  Rochelle;”  and  his  son,  (subse- 
quently Rector  of  St.  Matthew  s Church,  at  Redford)  h*ld  tie*  profitable 
place  of  Huurtm-mnster,  in  the  Fir^t  W*  >tch«  sU*r-Oounfy  Regiment. 
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• 'delegates  to  represent  this  Colony  in  the  General 

• t 'on ere.'S  to  be  held  at  Pliihuh  Iphia  on  the  1 • • 1 1 > of 
•*  * May  next,  are  of  opinion  that  the  best  way  of  pro- 
••  ‘ feeding  for  that  purpose,  will  be  to  have  a general 
“ ‘ Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  of  the  Said  County. 

“ ‘ As  this  County  is  very  Extensive  we  takelhelib- 
*‘ ‘ erty  of  recommending  the  meeting  to  be  held  at 
••  ‘ the  White  Plains  on  Tuesday  the  11th  day  of  April 
•“next  at  ten  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  at  the  Court 
‘“II  ise,  and  therefore  do  desire  you,  to  give  notice 
“ ‘ of  the  Same  to  all  the  freeholders  in  your  district, 
“ ‘ without  exception,  as  those  who  do  not  appear  and 
“ ‘ vote  on  that  day,  will  be  presumed  to  acquiesce 
“ * in  the  Sentiment  of  the  majority  of  those  who  vote. 

“ ‘ We  are,  &c.’ 

“ The  above  notice  having  been  generally  given 
“ and  distributed,  a very  numerous  body  of  the  Free- 
“ holders  of  the  County  assembled  at  the  Court 
“House  at  the  White  Plains,  on  this  clay,  and  chose, 
“ Col.  Lewis  Morris  for  their  Chairman. 

“An  inconsiderable  number  of  Persons  (among 
“ whom  were  many  tenants  not  entitied  to  a vote)  with 
“'Isaac  Wilkins,  Esq.,  and  Col.  Pkilipse  at  their 
“ head,  then  appeared,  and  Mr.  Wilkins  in  their  be- 
“ half  as  he  said,  declared  that  they  would  not  join 
“ in  the  business  of  the  day  or  have  anything  to 
“ do  with  Deputies  or  congresses,  but  that  they  came 
“ there,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  protesting  against 
“ such  illegal  and  unconstitutional  proceedings,  after 
“ which  they  departed. 

“ The  following  Question  was  then  put  to  the  peo- 
“ pie  by  the  chairman,  viz  : 

“ ‘ Whether  they  would  appoint  Deputies  for  this 
“ ‘county,  to  meet  the  Deputies  of  the  other  counties 
“‘at  the  city  of  New  York  on  the  20th  of  April  in- 
“ ‘ stant,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  delegates  to  re- 
“ ‘ present  this  colony  in  the  general  congress  to  be 
“ ‘ held  at  Philadelphia  on  the  10th  day  of  May 
'•  ‘ next.’ 

“To  which  Question  they  unanimously  answered 
that  they  would. 

“ They  then  appointed  the  following  eight  persons, 
“ or-  the  majority  of  them,  to  be  the  deputies  of  this 
“ county,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  viz  : 

“Col.  Lewis  Morris,  John  Thoma *,  Jr.,  Esq., 

“ S'rphcn  Ward,  Jonathan  Piatt,  Esq., 

“ Samuel  Drahe,  Esq.,  Robert  Graham.  Esq., 

“ Col.  Ja'/ncs  Holmes,  Major  Philip  Van  Courtlamlt. 

“The"  two  following  Resolves  were  then  unani- 
“ mously  Entered  into,  viz  : 

"Resolved,  that  the  thanks  of  this  Body  be  given  to 
“ the  virtuous  minority  of  the  general  Assembly  of 
“ this  P rovince,  and  particularly  to  John  Thomas  and 
“Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqrs.,  two  of ourrepresenta- 
" tives  for  their  firm  attachment  to  and  zeal,  on  a late 
“occasion  for  the  preservation  of  the  Uuioti  of  the 
’ Colonies  and  the  rights  and  liberties  of  America  ; 
'and  that  this  Resolve  be  communicated  by  the 


{ “ chairman,  to  every  gentleman  of  whom  that  min- 
i “ oritv  consisted. 

“ Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  thi-  country  is  due 
“ to  the  delegates  who  composed  the  late  congress  for 
i “ the  Essential  Services  they  have  rendered  to  Amer- 
“ ica  in  general,  and  that  this  Resolve  be  forthwith 
{ “published. 

“ After  the  business  of  the  day  was  thus  concluded, 
“ the  people  gave  three  Huzzas  for  our  gracious 
; “ Sovereign  and  dispersed  quickly  1 without  the  least 
| “ disorder.^ 

j.  “ Lewis  Mourns,  Chairman.”1 

In  the  proceedings  of  the  revolutionary  faction, 

| after  its  Meeting  was  organized,  probably  because  of 
1 a consciousness  of  its  own  relative  weakness  within 
| the  County,  tilere  was  an  evident  attempt  to  appear, 

! at  least,  to  be  fair  and  honest  in  whatever  was  said 
or  done — no  personalities  or  harsh  words,  of  any 
kind,  appear  to  have  been  used  against  those  who  en- 
tered its  Meeting,  and  respectfully  protested  against 
the  organization  and  doings  and  purposes  of  that 
1 Meeting;  the  County,  as  such,  was  not  referred  to,  in 
either  of  the  two  Resolutions  which  were  adopted, 
the  thanks  of  nothing  else  than  those  who  were  then 
present  and  voting  having  been  voted  to  the  minor- 
ity of  the  General  Assembly,  while  an  obligation  then 
due  to  the  Continental  Congress,  which  rested  on  the 
| entire  country,  if  that  Meeting  was  not  misinformed, 

| was  simply  recognized  by  it,  without  an  attempt 
j being  made  for  the  liquidation  of  even  its  own  por- 
| tion  of  the  debt— it  gave  its  thanks  to  the  minor- 
i ity  of  the  Colonial  Assembly  ; but  it  had  no  thanks  to 
I spare  for  the  Continental  Congress; — no  attempt  was 

I * 

| made,  then  or  afterwards,  to  exult  over  the  results  of 
the  Meetiug ; the  narrative  written  by  the  Chairman 
i of  the  Meeting  continued  that  commendable  courtesy ; 

I and,  the  principal  purpose  of  the  Meeting,  if  not  its 
( only  purpose,  the  restoration  of  the  Morris  famil  y to 
1 the  political  life  from  which  it  had  been  excluded, 

J having  been  accomplished,  the  peace  of  the  County, 
j for  the  present,  was  not  further  disturbed  ; although 
' it  is  scarcely  possible  that  every  one  continued, 
thenceforth,  to  regard  all  his  neighbors  with  the 
same  friendly  feelings  which  had  bound  them  togeth- 
j er,  during  the  past. 

While  the  Meeting  at  the  Courthouse  was  thus 
j quietly  engaged  in  the  continued  discharge  of  “ the 
“ business  of  the  day,’’  those  w ho  had  protested,  before 
! it,  against  the  call  for  the  Meeting  as  well  as  against 
i its  proposed  proceedings,  returned  to  Captain  Hat- 
| field’s  Tavern,  where  they  were  joined,  during  the 
afternoon,  by  “ many  of  their  friends and  “they 


1 In  some  of  the  re-prints  of  this  paper,  this  word  is  called  quietly  : " 

! we  have  preferred  to  use  the  word  which  was  used  by  the  author,  in  the 
original  manuscript. 

-This  i-»  an  exact  copy  of  the  original  niauuseript,  which  was  used  as 
j the  Cro-dcntiuls  of  the  Deputies  and  has  been  preserved  in  the  C>  • hufiuls 
o/  bkleontcs,  Volume  xx iv.,  Page  II  ••  leal  M mu*  . 

[ Mar  of  the  Heroin  lion,  in  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  at  Albany . 
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“proceeded  to  draw  up  and  sign  a Declaration,  wh""-h 
“they  -eemed  to  do,”  it.  is  said,  “with  as  much  jot- 
“ riotic  zeal  as  ever  warmed  tlie  hearts  ot'  true  and 
“ faithful  Subjects;  and,  afterwards,  they  dispersed  to 
“their  different  habitations.1” 

A narrative  of  the  events  was  subsequently  written,  ; 
probably  by  Isaac  Wilkins,  and.  with  the  I)<: duration 
affixed,  it  was  printed  in  the  newspapers  of  the  day, 
where,  from  that  day  to  this,  they  have  remained, 
serving  as  authorities  in  the  history  of  that  period. 
The  narrative  and  the  Declaration  are  in,  these  words  : 

“ County  of  Westchester,  April  13,  1775. 

“ Mr..  Eivixgtox, 

...  i 

“ Be  pleased  to  insert  the  following,  and  you  will 
“ oblige  a number  of  your  Friends  and  Subscribers: 

“ AN  Thursday  the  11th inst.avery  respectable num-  j 
V/  her  of  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  county 
“ of  Westchester,  assembled  at  the  White  Plains,  in  j 
“the  said  County,  agreeable  to  notice  given,  that  j 
“their  sentiments  might  be  known  concerning  the  j 
“choice  of  a committee,  to  meet  other  committees  in  \ 
“the  city  of  Xew- York,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  , 
“delegates  to  represent  this  colony  in  the  next  Con-  j 
“ tinental  Congress.  j 

“The  friends  to  order  and  government  met  at  the 
“house  of  Captain  Hatfield.  Those  who  were  for  j 
“a  committee,  put  up  at  another  public  house  in  J 
“the  town.  About  12  o’clock  word  was  brought  to 
“the  gentlemen  at  Captain  Hatfield’s  that  the  oppo- 
site party  had  already  entered  upon  the  business  of  j 
“the  day.  Upon  which  they  immediately  walked  | 
“down  to  the  Courthouse,  although  not  half  of  their  j 
“friends  who  were  expected,  had  yet  appeared ; where  : 
“ they  found  the  other  company  collected  in  a body,  j 
“ The  numbers  on  each  side  seemed  to  be  nearly  j 
“ equal,  and  both  together  might  amount  to  200,  or  i 
“ at  most  250.  The  friends  to  government  then  de-  i 
“dared,  that  as  they  had  been  unlawfully  called  to- 
gether, and  for  an  unlawful  purpose,  they  did  not  j 
“intend  to  contest  the  matter  with  them  by  a poll,  j 
“ which  would  be  tacitly  acknowledging  the  author-  j 
“ ity  that  had  summoned  them  thither ; but  that  they  j 
“came  only  with  a design  to  protest  against  all  j 
“ such  disorderly  proceedings,  and  to  shew  their  de-  ■. 
“testation  of  all  unlawful  committees  and  con-  | 
“grosses.  They  then  declared  their  determined  j 
“resolution  to  continue  stedfast  in  their  allegiance  to 
“ their  gracious  and  merciful  sovereign  King  George 
“ the  Third — to  submit  to  lawful  authority,  and  to  ■ 
“ abide  by  and  support  the  only  true  representatives 
“ of  the  people  of  this  colony',  the  General  Assembly.  ! 
“Then  giving  three  huzzas,  they  returned  to  Captain  • 
“Hatfield's,  singing  as  they  went,  with  loyal  enthusi-  j 
“ asm,  the  good  and  animating  song  of, 


1 7V/.'  I » ■ ' trafwn  liero  rrferuvl  to,  form 3 a portion  of  the  Profit  which  i*  ; 
puMishetl,  in  full,  on  this  pa;ro,  fwlow,  ami  on  page  73  post.,  and  the  ; 
reader  i3  inferred  to  it,  in  that  j lace.  j 


1 save  great  George  our  King, 

•• 1 [ • -j  live  out  noble  King,  *ke.’ 

“ At.  their  return,  finding  that  many  of  their  friends 
‘had  arrived  during  their  absence,  and  that  many 
‘still  kept  coming  in,  they  proceeded  to  draw  up,  and 
' sign  the  following  declaration,  which  they  seemed  to 
‘ do  with  as  much  patriotic  zeal,  as  ever  warmed  the 
‘hearts  of  true  ami  faithful  subjects,  aud  afterwards 
' dispersed  to  their  diiferent  habitations. 

T E the  subscribers,  freeholders  and  inhabitants 
of  the  county  of  Westchester,  having  assem- 
“ bled  at  the  White  Plains,  in  consequence  of  certain 
‘ ‘ advertisements,  do  now  declare,  that  we  met  here  to 
■‘express  our  honest  abhorrence  ot  all  unlawful  con- 
“ greases  and  committees,  and  that  we  are  determined 
‘ 1 at  the  hazard  of  our  lives  and  properties,  to  sup- 
" port  the  King  and  Constitution;  and  that  we  ae- 
• 1 knowledge  no  representatives  but  the  General 
‘‘Assembly,  to  whose  wisdom  and  integrity  we  sub- 
‘ ‘ mit  the  guardianship  of  our  rights  and  privileges. 


1 • Frederick  Pldlipse, 

Jacob  Post, 

• ‘ Isaac  Wilkins, 

Joseph  Gidney, 

‘ ‘ Samuel  Seabury, 

James  Baxter, 

‘ ‘ Luke  Babcock, 

John  Hart, 

‘ ‘Jonathan  Fowler,  Judge, 

Cornelius  Losee, 

‘ ‘ Caleb  Fowler,  Judge, 

Jesse  Park, 

‘Jonathan  P.  Horton,  Esq 

Roger  Purely,  jun. 

‘ 1 William  Sutton,  Esq. ; 

Gilbert  Pugsley, 

‘ ■ Daniel  Oaklv,  Esq.  ; 

Abraham  Leadeau, 

‘ ‘ Benjamin  Fowler,  Esq.  ; 

Benjamin  Brown, 

‘ 1 William  Davids,  Esq.  ; 

Isaac  Keed, 

1 ■ William  Anderson,  Esq. ; 

Aaron  Buis, 

• ‘ William  Barker,  Esq.  ; 

Moses  Wey  men, 

‘ • Capt.  Abra.  HaitieU,  Esq. 

Israel  Underhill, 

1 ‘ Natha  Underhill,  Mayor, 

John  Baisley, 

■ ‘ George  Cornwell,  Esq.  : 

David  Oakley,  jun. 

‘ ‘ Philip  Pell,  Esq.  : 

Isaac  Smith, 

• ■'  Joshua  Pell, 

John  Hyatt, 

• ‘ James  Pell, 

Hezekiah  Cudney, 

1 • Edward  Pell, 

Abraham  Odell, 

‘ ‘ John  Hunt, 

Tliomas  Lawrence, 

■ ‘ Gilbert  Horton, 

John  Seyson, 

‘ ‘ Adrian  Leforge, 

Jeremiah  Travis, 

‘ ‘ Joshua  Gidney, 

Griffen  Corey, 

‘ ‘Jonathan  Gidney, 

1 -aa  I-'c t sit “u, 

1 ■ Lieut.  Jonathan  Purdy, 

Gabriel  Lequeaw, 

‘‘Solomon  Gidney, 

Samuel  Webb, 

• ' Joseph  Bade, 

Benjamin  Downing 

1 ‘James  Whet  more, 

Gabriel  Archer, 

‘ ‘Moses  Williams, 

Elias  Secord, 

• ‘.John  Haight, 

Thomas  Veal, 

‘ ‘ l-'.aac  Brown, 

Janies  Pierce, 

‘ ' Philip  Kelly, 

Ed  ward  Bugbe, 

‘ ‘ James  U tins, 

David  Haight, 

‘ ■ Joseph' Mains,  .Tun. 

Sylvan  us  Lyon, 

‘ ‘ James  Hains,  Jun. 

Daniel  Haight, 

‘ • Matthew  Hains, 

John  Williams, 

1 • Bartholomew  Hains, 

Joseph  Purdy, 

* 1 Gilbert  Hains, 

Ezekiel  Halstead, 

•‘  ‘ John  Hains, 

John  Hunt,  jun. 

. 
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*■  ‘ Elijah  Mains, 

Dane  purdy, 

• Lieut.  -Solono  i-  Fowler. 

Elijah  Purdy, 

“ * Isaac  Williams, 

Abraham  Losee, 

“ • John  M •Colltuu, 

lstute  Tomkins, 

“ 1 Joseph  Clark, 

William  Grey, 

‘ Joseph  Oukly, 

Nathaniel  Merit, 

“ 1 Caleb  Ferris, 

Joseph  ('aiding, 

*'  • Cnpt.  Benjamin  Gritlen, 

llendncus  Storm, 

“ 1 Capt.  J j'lma  Purdy, 

Francis  Secord, 

* .) ante.'?  Mott , 

John  Parker, 

••  1 l.ieut.  William  Laeasberry, 

Gilbert  Hut  field. 

-•  * Lieut.  Samuel  Purdy, 

Gabriel  Purdy, 

••  1 John  llufliti, 

Alexander  Haines, 

• • Nathan  Osborn, 

Benjamin  Ogd  n 

*•  ‘ Philemon  Halstead, 

Thomas  Morin, 

••  1 Daniel  Purdy, 

Gilbert  Bates, 

“ ‘John  Crab, 

John  Gidney, 

“ ‘ Izariah  Whettnore, 

Stephen  Arnode. 

“ 1 Capt.  Absolom  Gidnev, 

Israel  Secord. 

“ 1 David  Ilaight, 

John  Arnode, 

“ ‘John  Brown, 

David  Purdy, 

“ ‘ Jasper  Stivers, 

David  Belcher, 

“ ‘ Peter  M‘Farthing, 

Jordan  Downing, 

“ ‘Joshua  Purdy,  jun. 

Levi  Dc-voe, 

“ ‘ Hacealiah  Purdy,  jun. 

Abraham  Acker, 

*•  ‘ James  Tomkins, 

Corn.  Van  Tassel!, 

“ ‘ Michael  Chatterton, 

Elisha  Merit, 

“ ‘ Elnathau  Taylor, 

Jacob  Schuveman, 

“ ‘ Gilbert  Theal, 

Joseph  Appleby, 

“ • William  Saxen, 

John  Tomkins,  jun. 

“‘Thomas  Champenirs, 

Job  Hadden,  jun. 

“ ■ John  Champenirs, 

Patrick  Corey, 

“ • 'William  G ciffiii, 

James  Hart, 

“ ‘ Isaac  Giduey, 

Gilbert  Ward, 

“ ‘ John  Bates, 

Monmouth  Hart, 

“‘Joseph  Haviland, 

William  Dunlap, 

“ ‘ Eleazer  Hart. 

Joshua  Ferris, 

•‘  ‘ Timothy  Whettnore, 

Timothy  Pmdy, 

“‘James  Hunt, 

James  Maguire, 

■“  ‘Joseph  Parker, 

James  Tlegnaw, 

“ ‘ Joshua  Barns, 

Daniel  Shadin, 

“ ‘ Joseph  Purdy, 

Samuel  Purdy, 

“ ‘ John  Park, 

Sylvanus  Purdy, 

“ ‘Samuel  Purdy, 

"William  Dalton, 

“ 1 Gilbert  Purdy, 

David  Davids, 

“ ‘ James  Chatterton, 

Elijah  Purity,  jun. 

“ ‘John  Dnsenhurgh, 

Elijah  Tomkins, 

“ ‘ Thomas  Cronvweli. 

Daniel  Jerow. 

“‘Solomon  Horton, 

Charles  Lawrence, 

“ ‘ Peter  Busing, 

Joseph  Purdy, -jun. 

“ ‘ Peter  Busing,  jun. 

James  Snili'eu.  jun. 

“ • James  Knitfen, 

Thomas  Valentine, 

“ ‘ Nathaniel  Underhill,  jun. 

Gilbert  Valentine, 

“ ‘ Philip  Fowler, 

Abraham  liicli. 

“ ‘John  M’Farthing, 

Andrew  Gerow, 

“ ‘ J oltn  Tomkins, 

Gilbert  Hunter,  | 

•“Joseph  Hart. 

Lieut.  Peter  Bouet, 

“ ‘ Samuel  Sneden, 

Isaac  Merit, 

“ ‘ Peter  Fashee, ' 

Edward  Merit, 

“ ‘ Jesse  Lawrence, 

John  Gale, 

“ ‘ William  Sneden, 

John  Smith, 

* i.ieut.  Daniel  Knap, 

Roger  Pm  dy, 

• Solomon  Dean, 

James  Hart,  jun. 

‘Charles  Vincent,  sen. 

Jonathan  Purdy,  jun. 

‘ Lieut.  Thomas  Ilyat, 

Monmouth  Hart,  jun. 

‘James  Gidney, 

Christopher  I’urdy, 

‘ William  Woodward, 

Gabriel  Purdy, 

‘Jonathan  Budd, 

Edward  Merit,  jun. 

‘ John  Whettnore, 

Elijah  Miller, 

‘ William  Underhill, 

Henry  Dishorough, 

‘ Thomas  Brown, 

Benjamin  Hunt, 

• Lieut.  Isaac  Gidney, 

Eluathan  Hunt, 

“ Nehetniah  Tomkins, 

William  Van  Wart, 

‘ Henry  Leforge, 

Abraham  Storm, 

1 Evert  Brown, 

Thomas  Berry, 

‘Benjamin  Btyea, 

Lancaster  Underhill, 

‘ Bartholomew  Gidney, 

Charles  Merit, 

‘ Josiah  Brown, 

Benjamin  Underhill, 

‘Setli  Purdy, 

Benjamin  Griffin,  jun. 

‘Peter  Huggeford, 

Jeremiah  Coon, 

‘ Jacob  Gidney, 

John  Hall, 

* John  Loee, 

James  Angevine, 

‘ Eluathan  Appleby, 

Jacob  Coon, 

‘John  Baker, 

Jeremiah  Anderson,  jun. 

‘Jonathan  Underhill, 

Gilbert  Williams, 

‘ James  M ‘Chain, 

William  Barker,  jun. 

• Benjamin  Seaeord, 

Gideon  Arden, 

‘Joshua  Hunt, 

William  Field, 

4 Betts  Chattevdon, 

Joseph  Purdy, 

‘ William  Lan'drine, 

George  Storm, 

‘ Enoch  Hunt, 

Jacob  Vermiller, 

1 Peter  Corue, 

Samuel  Ileasted, 

‘ Dennis  Kennedy, 

Bartow  Underbill, 

•James  pains, 

Lieut.  John  Warner, 

‘ Andrew  Bainton, 

Nathaniel  Purdy, 

1 Hezekiah  Simm.ons, 

Isaac  Bonnet, 

‘Nathaniel  Tomkins, 

Samuel  Baker, 

‘ Caleb  Archer, 

John  Cornwell, 

1 Benjamin  Bugbee, 

John  Storm, 

‘Francis  Pnrdv, 

Andrew  Fowler, 

• William  Odell, 

Joshua  Secord, 

‘Israel  Hunt. 

George  French, 

‘ Thomas  Tomkins, 

John  Underhill, 

‘Frederick  Underhill, 

Caleb  Gidney, 

‘Peter  Post, 

William  Underhill,  jun. 

‘Benjamin  M’Cord, 

James  Hill, 

•'John  Williams, 

William  Watkins, 

‘John  Ackerman, 

John  Bustin. 

‘ Peter  Busting, 

Richard  Baker, 

1 Thomas  Barker, 

William  Ascough, 

‘.Jeremiah  Hunter 

Bishop  Heustice, 

‘ Abraham  Storm, 

Janies  Miller, 

‘ Peter  Jenuing, 

Ph Incas  Hunt,’ 

“The  following  person 

s,  not  being  able  to  attend  at 

the  Plains,  requested  l 

>y  their  Friends  that  their 

names  might  be  added  to  the  iist  of  protestors,  viz.: 

John  Hunt,  Esq., 

Jeremiah  Hitchcock, 

Philip  Palmer,  Esq., 

William  Bond, 

John  Hitchcock, 

Joseph  Bond. 

“ The  foregoing  account  is  strictly  true,  as  can  be 


' 

. 


■ 
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“ proven  by  the  testimony  (or  if  necessary  by  the  af’ri-  ! 
“ davits)  of  a number  of  persons,  of  the  must  uiiqm---  1 
“ tionable  character  in  this  county.  What  then  must 
“ we  think  ofsuch  persons  as  have  propagated  a report,  i 
“that  the  friends  of  government  were  upon  this  ocea-  : 
“sion  out-numbered  5 to  1,  and  that  many  of  tin* 

“ persons  whose  names  were  subscribed  to  the  fore-' 
“going  1)‘  r/unition,  were  not  on  that  day  present  at 
“the  White  Plains?  They  must  be  conscious  to; 
“ themselves,  that  they  have  spread  abroad  a falsehood, 
“and  they  are  hereby  called  upon  if  they  dare  to  set 
“their  names  to  those  assertions. 

“In  what  manner  those  Gentlemen  who  chose  the  ; 
“ Committee  at  the  Plains  proceeded,  we  cannot  posi- 
“ tively  say  : But  this  we  can  declare  witli  truth,  that  1 
“we  do  not  believe  they  can  produce  to  the  public  i 
“the  names  of  an  hundred  and  fifty  persons  who  j 
“ voted  for  a Committee  that  day,  and  we  are  verily  I 
“ persuaded  that  they  did  their  utmost  to  make  their  ! 
“ party  as  numerous  as  possible,  flow  then  can  they  j 
“justify  their  choice  of  a Committee?  Or  how  can  | 
“they  presume  to  impose  upon  the  world,  and  to 
“ insult  the  loyal  county  of  Westchester,  in  so  bare- 
“ faced  a manner  ? 

“ It  is  well-known  here,  that  two-thirds  at  least  of 
“ the  inhabitants  of  this  county,  are  friends  to  order 
“ and  government,  and  opposed  to  Committees  and  all  i 
“ unlawful  combinations 1 ; and  it  will  be  made  ap- 
“ parent  to  the  world,  that  they  are  so,  as  soon  as 
“certain  resolves  now  signing  freely  by  the  people, 

“ shall  be  ready  for  publication. — And  one  principal 
“ reason  why  the  friends  to  government  did  not  assem- 
“blein  greater  numbers  than  they  did  on  Tuesday  j 
“last,  was,  that  many  of  them  had  already,  by  sign-  j 
“ing  those  resolves,  testified  their  loyalty  to  the  J 
“King,  their  attachment  to  the  constitution,  their! 
“enmity  to  Committee-,  and  their  acquiescence  in  the  J 
“prudent  measures  taken  by  their  Assembly  in  the  j 
“late  session,  for  accommodating  the  unhappy  differ- 
“ ences  between  the  mother  country  and  the  colonies  ; 

“ and  consequently  thought  they  had  already  done 
“ their  duty.2 

“The  Committee  that  was  chosen,  may,  with  some 
“ kind  of  propriety,  be  said  to  represent  those  part ic- 
“ ular  persons  who  chose  them:  But  how  they  can  1 * 
“ be  denominated  the  representatives  of  the  County  ' 
“ of  Westchester,  who  in  general  abhor  Committees  ! 
“ and  Committee-men  ; and  are  determined  to  take  I 
“ no  steps'  that  may  have  the  least  tendency  to  lead  i 
“them  into  Rebellion,  we  cannot  conceive.  Certainly  j 
“the  friends  to  government  who  were  collected  at 
“Captain  Hatfield's,  had  a better  right,  from  their 


1 Vide  pages  -10,  42,  ante. 

-The  “ Kesolves,5*  referred  to  in  the  text,  are  undoubtedly  those  j 

which  were  re-produced  on  page  4:>,  ante.  Th  y originated  it.  ' 

Duchess-county,  which,  at  that  time,  extended,  southward,  t > West-  i 
chest »?r-connty  ; and  it  is  mi deiM-wnl  that  they  were  widely  circulated  f 

throughout  the  former  County,  and,  to  a considerable  extent,  through-  j 
out  Westchester-county.  * 


“ number,  to  determine  that  there  should  be  no  Com- 
“ mittec.  than  the  opposite  party  had  to  appoint  one, 
“and  might  with  much  greater  propriety  he  said  to 
“slo  w t ire  sense  of  the  county,  tiian  the  few  who 
“acted  without  authority,  and  in  direct  opposition  to 
“government,  and  to  the  determinations  of  our  worthy 
“Assembly.  And  we  doubt  not  but  the  impartial 
“public  will  consider  the  matter  in  this  light,  and 
“ not  esteem  the  act  of  a few  individuals,  unlawfully 
“assembled,  ns  the  act  (which  it  most  assuredly  is 
“not)  of  the  verv  r>  -sjieriahk,  populous  and  loyal  coun- 
“ ty  of  Wkstcii!>ti:h.’’  1 

The  promoters  of  the  Meeting  were  evidently  only 
a minority  of  those  present,  at  the  Courthouse,  on 
that  memorable  eleventh  of  April : audit  is  equally 
evident  that  if  those  who  were  opposed  to  them  had 
pursued  a different  line  of  conduct  and  had  joined 
issue  with  them,  on  the  main  question,  the  weight  of 
the  County  would  have  been  emphatically  cast  on 
the  side  of  the  conservatives,  and  iri  opposition  to 
tlie  election  of  Delegates  to  the  proposed  Convention. 
But  the  majority,  very  correctly,  considered  that 
were  it  to  assert  its  undoubted  power,  within  the 
Meeting,  and  to  participate  in  the  proceedings  of  that 
Meeting,  no  matter  for  what  pupose,  it  would  be  a 
tacit  acknowledgment  of  the  authority  to  do  so,  of 
those  who  had  called  the  Meeting;  and  it  confined 
itself,  therefore,  to  simply  protesting  against  the  en- 
tire proceedings,  as  disorderly  and  revolutionary, 
without  appearing  to  have  remembered  that  political 
revolutions  never  move  backward,  voluntarily  ; and 
that  there  was  not  the  slightest  reason  for  supposing 
that,  in  that  particular  instance,  in  the  absence  of  all 
restraint,  there  would  be  an  exception  to  that  general 
law.  'Whether  the  majority,  in  that  instance,  acted 
wisely  or  unwisely,  is  a question  which  the  reader 
must  determine  for  himself:  it  is  not,  in  the  slightest 
degree,  probable,  however,  that  the  great  movement 
which  was  then  in  progress,  and  which  ended  only  in 
the  entire  separation  of  the  thirteen  Colonies  from 
the  Mother  Country,  was  either  assisted  or  obstructed, 
in  the  slightest  degree,  by  that  peculiar  opposition, 
from  the  conservative  yeomanry  of  Westch ester- 
county. 

The  Provincial  Convention  duly  assembled  at  the 
Exchange,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  on  the  twentieth 
of  April,  1775,  the  Counties  of  New  York,  Albany, 
Ulster,  Orange,  Westchester,  Duchess,  Kings,  .Suffolk, 
and  two  Towns  in  Queens,  being,  more  or  less,  repre- 
sented by  Delegates — of  the  Delegation  which  liad 

This  very  important  paper  was  published  in  Itiriuyton'*  Xeo-  York 
(dcH/ftr,  No.  lOo,  XEsv-Yvrk,  Thursday,  April  2°,  177."*,  and,  in  Gftine's 
X»n--Yur!c  Gazette  : <onl  the  Weekly  No.  1227,  New- York.  Mon- 

day. April  17th,  177.7. 

T lie  entire  paper,  including  the  **ignu hires,  us  they  appear  in  the  text, 
" its  very  carefully  copied  from  the  original  publication,  in  HUinyton's 
Stic-  York  fiazether,  already  referred  to. 

Those  who  are  familiar  with  the  history  of  Westchester-county  w ill 
p.c«>gni/.et  among  th  >igiu.*rs  to  this  I'  G ■<(,  members  of  a gn  at  number 
of  tin-  leading  fumilms  of  that  ancient  County. 


. 
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, |. rt  '1  bv  tin*  Mooing  'it  rif  White  Plain-*,  all 
v.,>,  iTi-eiit,  vxeejii  <■(.!. >n>-l  Janit."i  Holmes  ami 

J.iiiath  in  Platt. 

After  m-.irly  two  ilav-  in  the  adjustmeut 

uf  j>.i  very  questionable  membership,1 

J |,.iW  at,  1 J.,h!j  Hariri;;,  w!io  hail  been  member- 
<<(  tio  • i n.'  ("< ingress,  having  declined  re-elee* 
5 , . «i,r  (".invention  adopted  a Resolution  re-elect- 

...  . j-  ....  [,;v imr-iton,  Janies  Duane,  Johu  Jay,  and 
> . \ ...  all  of  the  City  of  New  York  ; Simon 

r.  , r ;.,i.of  Kiiigs-coimty ; William  Floyd,  of  Suffolk  ; 

1 j.-isrv  Wisner,  of  Orange-county;  all  of  whom 
h i { m oi  Members  of  that  Congress;  and  added  to 
Colonel  Philip  Schuyler,  of  Albany-county  ; 
t ieorge  Clinton,  of  Ulster-county ; Colonel  Lewis  Mor- 
ris, of  Westehester-county;  Robert  R.  Livingston, 
Junior,  of  Duchess  county  ; aud Francis  Lewis,  of  the 
r'itv  of  New  York;  as  Delegates  from  the  Colony  of 
New  York  to  the  second  Congress  of  the  Continent; 
and,  on  Saturday,  the  twenty-second  of  April,  after 
the  Credentials  of  the  Delegates-elect  had  been  signed 
by  every  member  of  the  Convention,2  that  body  hav- 
ing been  called  for  the  single  purpose  of  electing 
Delegates  to  the  Congress,  it  was  adjourned,  sine 
die} 

The  movement  of  the  Royal  troops  from  Boston  to 
Concord  ; the  reckless  slaughter  of  unresisting  Colo- 
nists who  had  assembled  on  the  Green,  at  Lexington, 

1 Among  the  very  paltry  Credential*  which  were  generally  presented 
by  those  who  aspired  to  seats  in  that  Convention,  those  which  were  pre- 
sented by  Robert  R.  Livingston,  Junior,  Egbert  Benson,  and  31 orris 
Graham — the  latter  a kinsman  of  the  Morrises  of  Morrisania — were  de- 
cidedly the  shabbiest.  Through  them,  however,  a Livingston  and  a 
ltcnson  crept  into  place  and  authority. 

-The  peculiar  words  with  which  those  Credentials  closed,  very  clearly 
indicate  the  political  status  of  the  Colony,  at  the  date  of  that  Convention. 
They  were  these  . . . “were  unanimously  elected  Delegates  to  represent 
“ this  Colony  at  such  Congress,  with  full  power  to  them  or  any  five  of 
“ them,  to  meet  the  Delegates  from  the  other  Colonies  and  to  concert 
“ and  determine  upon  such  measures  as  shall  be  judged  most  effectual 
“fur  the  preservation  and  re* establishment  of  American  Rights  and 
“Privileges,  and  for  the  restoration  of  harmony  between  Or  eat  Br’tain 
“and  the  Colon ies.”—  (Jpurnul  nf  the  Uo.irentinn,  “Die  Sabatti,  11  hora 
“a.  rn.  April.  22nd,  177-3.”) 

3 The  Journal  of  this,  the  first,  Provincial  Convention  of  the  Colony, 
w.is  “printed  in  pursuance  of  a Resolution  of  the  Legislature,”  in  IS  12  ; 
and  it  has  been  our  authority,  in  whatever  lias  been  stated,  in  the  text, 
concerning  that  body. 

also,  flu  La  n coys’  Xote*  to  Jones’s  Ifi-’nrii  of  Xe<r  York  durian  the 
Lit  ndntu'iian/  HVr,  L,  4-i>.  -i  i'i  ; Pitkin’s  Ih-t  •;■»/  lie  United  >/.•»/  •,  t., 
32.3 ; Hildreth's  H idonj  rfthe  United  'State*,  First  Series,  iii.,  72  ; etc. 

Judge  Jones,  {History  of  Xetc  YtfV,  i:,  oS,  39,)  strangely  suppos  d the 
Members  to  the  Congress  were  elected  by  the  several  Counties  — those 
from  the  City  of  New  York,  at  that  promiscuous  mass  Meeting,  at  the 
Exchange,  of  which  an  account  has  been  already  presented.  Bancroft, 
w ilh  ali  the  authorities  before  him.  { History  of  the.  United  State*,  original 
edition,  vi.,  2>3  ; the  same,  centenary  edition,  iv.,  .313,1  made  all  “ tin*  ru- 
“ ml  Counties,”  without  exception,  “ co-opt  rate  with  the  City,’  in  elect- 
ing the  Deputies,  although  Richmond,  all  of  Queens  except  two  Tow  ns, 
Tyrun.  Cumberland  and  Charlotte-counties,  made  no  pretension  so  send 
Deputies.  He  said,  also,  that  all  the  member*  of  the  former  Congress, 
“except  the  hike-warm  Isaac  Low,”  were  re-elected  : both  Isaac  Low 
and  John  Haring,  both  of  them  members  of  that  Congress,  declined  re- 
flections, notwithstanding  the  Convention  desired  to  return  them. 
Imssing.i  FL'Ll-  lit  if,/;  f the  Uerohdion,)  appears  to  have  regarded  the  action 
of  New  Y<*rk,  concerning  the  second  Congress*  as  too  insignificant  to  be 
v orthv  of  even  a passing  allusion. 


nnil  of  those  who  were  retiring  from  that  plane  ; * the- 
destruction  of  the  Provincial  stores,  at  Concord;  the 
collision  of  the  raiders  with  the  excited  Colonists, 
while  on  their  retreat,  from  Concord  to  Boston  ; the 
disastrous  result  of  that  retreat;  the  intense  exeite- 
■ ment  into  which  the  entire  Continent  was  consequent- 
! ly  plunged  ; the  entire  disregard  of  tiic  Royal  author- 
! it v,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  which  immediately 
followed  ; the  temporary  fortification  of  the  pass,  at 
Kingsbridge  ; and  the  control,  within  the  City,  which 
j the  Committee  of  Inspection  necessarily  assumed, are, 

I all  of  them,  matters  of  history,  known  to  all  intelli- 
gent persons,  and  need  not  he  repeated,  in  this 
[dace. 

The  intelligence  of  that  commencement  of  military 
| operations,  in  the  field,  was  received  in  the  City  of 
i New ^York,  on. Sunday,  the  twenty-third  of  April;3 
! and,  at  a Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection,  on 
I the  following  Wednesday,  that  body,  among  other 
proceedings,  resolved  that  “this  Committee  is  further 
I “ unanimously  of  opinion,  that,  at  the  present  alarm- 
| “ ing  juncture,  it  is  highly  advisable  that  a Provincial 
\ “ Congress  be  immediately  summoned ; and  that  it  be 
“ recommended  to  the  Freeholders  and  Freemen  of 
“this  City  and  County,  to  choose,  at  the  same  time 
“ that  they  vote  for  the  new  Committee  aforesaid,4 * 6 
“twenty  Deputies  to  represent  them  at  the  said  Con- 
gress; and  that  a Letter  be  forthwith  prepared  and 
| “ despatched  to  all  the  Counties,  requesting  them  to 
! “ unite  with  us  in  forming  a Provincial  Congress,  and 
“ to  appoint  their  Deputies  without  delay,  to  meet  at 
“ New'  York,  on  Monday,  the  twenty-second  of  May 
“ next.”  7 


4 Notwithstanding  the  unaccountable  display  of  armed  inert,  on  th-:- 
! Green,  no  attempt  whatever  was  made,  by  any  of  them,  to  choose the 
j march  of  the  Royal  Troops;  and  when  they  were  ordered  to  disperse, 

1 they  did  disperse,  all  of  them  seekiug  safety  in  running  away,  as  fast 
| as  they  could  go.  "While  they  were  thus  running  away,  the  Royal 
i troops  opened  a fire  on  them,  with  the  result  which  is  known  to  the 
! world.  It  is  positively  and  authoritatively  stated,  that,  with  the  ex- 
| ception,  the  only  exception,  of  one,  win  , when  “he  was  at  some 
j “distance” — out  of  harm’s  way — turned  and  “gave  them  the  guts 
| “of  his  gun,”  not  a single  gun  was  fired  by  the  Colonists.  Those 
j curious  to  learn  more  oil  that  subject — that  “ Battle  ” in  which  one  of 
; the  parties  di  1 ai.L  the  firing,  and  the  other  all  the  running — may  find 
I the  testimony  in  Dawson's*  Hat!/  < </  tin  Unde, l Stale*  by  Sea  ard  Ia»d% 
Article  “Lexington  and  Concord;”  Force's  American  Archives, 

- Fourth  Series,  ii.,  -JS'J-.'O!  ; etc. 

| & The  most  graphic  account  of  the  proceedings,  in  the  City  of  »w- 

' York,  on  that  Pit morable  Sunday,  as  far  as  w > have  knowledge  of  the 
subject,  is  that  presented  by  Judge  Jones,  in  his  History  of  Xeir  7 rk 
during  the  Heroin  fh>)uiry  BTtr,  (i.,  30—11.) 

6 The  Commitfo".  of  Inspection  had  recommended  the  dissolution  of 
that  Committee,  because  it  was  invested  with  powers  respecting  only  the 
“Association”  of  die  Continental  Congress ; and  it  had  also  recom- 
mended the  election  of  a new  Committ'1'*  of  one  hundred  persons,  ti.irty- 
I three*  of  whom  should  he  a quorum,  all  of  whom  >hould  retire  and  trie 
I Committee  be  “dissolved  within  a fortnight  next  after  the  end  of  the 
' “next  Session  of  the  Continental  Congress.” 

The  “Committee  of  One  hundred,”  which  was  thus  called,  tubse- 
I quently  became  the  local  Committee  of  the  Revolutionary  element,  in 
i the  City  of  New  York,  aud  well  known  to  every  student  of  th»-  history 
of  that  period. 

j 7 Minutes  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection,  “Wednesday,  April  20, 
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Ju;wmucli  ;ls  the  City  apd,  to  a considerable  extent,  > 
the  Colony  were  practically  in  a state  of  anarchy,  the  ' 
Colonial  Government  being  confessedly  unable  to  do  j 
anything,  even  for  the  maintenance  of  a shadow  of  its 
official  dignity  and  authority,1  the  calmness  and  '■ 
ability  with  which  the  Committee  controlled  the  ex-  | 
citable  masses,  within  the  City — those  who  had  been  i 
schooled,  for  many  years,  in  acts  of  lawless  violence 
and  destruction,  arid  whose  organization  and  leader- 
ship had  not  been  disturbed,— were  peculiarly  note-  j 
worthy  and  entitled  to  the  highest  praise;  and,  under 
the  circumstances  which  then  existed,  which  clearly  j 
indicated  that  the  Colonial  General  Assembly  would  j 
not  re-asscmble  on  the  third  of  May,  to  which  day  it  j 
had  adjourned,  there  was  an  existing  necessity  that 
some  other  body,  possessing  a general  influence,  | 
should  be  assembled,  in  its  stead,  for  the  control  of  i 
the  excited  revolutionary  elements,  if  not  to  lead  ! 
them  ; and  the  call  for  a Provincial  Congress,  thus  j 
published,  was,  therefore,  under  the  existing  circum- 
stances, both  prudent  and  praiseworthy. 

It  is  proper,  however,  that  notice  should  be  taken,  ! 
in  this  connection,  of  the  fact  that,  during  the  entire  | 
period  preceding  the  publication  of  that  call  for  a j 
Provincial  Congress,  there  had  been  a wholesome  fear, 
among  all  classes,  unless  the  most  radical  and  reck-  ; 
less,  that  such  a body,  called  and  organized  without 
warrant  in  law  and  liable  to  become  controlled  by  j 
those  who  would  be  inclined  to  resort  to  the  most 
violent  measures,  notwithstanding  the  pretensions  and 
professions  of  those  who  promoted  the  call  for  such  ; 
a body,  would  soon  become  more  oppressive  than  the  j 
Colonial  Government,  administered  agreeably  to  law, 
by  the  legally  constituted  officers,  had  ever  been  ot 
could  thenceforth  become.  They  referred,  especially, 
in  support  of  their  fears,  to  the  Colouy  of  South  : 
Carolina,  where  such  a Congress  hail  superseded  the 
Colonial  Legislature;  and  they  called  attention  to  the 

2 Judge  Jones,  who  was  on  the  Bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  j 
Colony,  said  that  a meeting  of  His  Majesty's  Council  was  held  at  Lieu-  | 
tenant-governor  folden’s  house,  on  the  afternoon  of  tiiut  Sunday  which 
has  been  made  memorable,  in  history;  ami  that  the  Judges  of  the  Su-  , 
pivnm  Court  of  the  Colony,  the  Attorney-general  of  the  Colony,  the  1 
M iyor  and  Recorder  of  the  City,  anti  the  Field-officers  of  the  City  Militia, 
were  present,  on  invitation.  “The  Governor  desired  their  ad\:  • in  tlm 
“ then  critical  situation  of  affairs.  Several  things  were  mentioned,  pro-  j 
“ !'■•- ■■:.  ■ < \ 1 : . 1 . ■ \ • 1 . In  ’ T > 1 T • 1 ’ fJJ  \ ■ 

“Supreme  Court,1'  [Thomas  Joim,  who  wrote  thii  shifttnoiii^  “then  ! 
“present,  boldly  proposed  that  the  Militia  should  bo  called  out,  the  ' 
“ Riot  Act  lead,  and  if  the  mob  did  not  thereu]>oii  dis[»erse.  to  apprehend 
“ and  impri'.zn--the  ringl'-adi  i s,  and  by  such  coercive  means  to  secure 
“ the  peace  of  the  City.  This  proposal  was  instantly  opposed  by  William 
“ Smith,  one  of  his  Majesty’s  Council,  who  ef*vnly  declared  ‘that  the 

* ‘ MV-rmeut  which  then  raged  in  the  City  was  general  and  not  confined  to 
*’  ‘ a few  ; that  iT  was  owing  to  a design  in  the  British  Ministry  to  cn- 

**  ‘slave  the  Colonies,  and  to  carry  such  design  into  execution  by  dint  of 
“ ‘a  military  force;  that  tin  Battle  of  Lexington  was  looked  upon  as 
“ ‘ a prelude  to  such  intention;  and  that  the  spirit  then  prevailing  in 
“ ‘ the  Town  (which  he  represented  as  universal ) would  subside  as  soon 
“ 1 as  the  grievances  of  the  peopb*  were  redressed  ; and  advised  to  let 
4i  ‘the  populace  act  as  they  pleased1 — Xu'oody  replied,  the  rim  s were 
“ critical,. a declaration  of  one’s  sentiments  might  be  dangerous,  the 
“Council  broke  up,  and  nothing  was  done.” — \W*tory  of  S-  w York 

• luring  the  ro'itli  nniri/  U ur,  i.  41.) 


fact  that,  there,  the  entire  machinery  of  the  Colonial 
Government  bail  been  stopped;  the  Courts  had  been 
closed;  and  decrees  of  the  most  oppressive  character 
had  been  enacted  ; and  these,  not  by  the  Colonial 
Government  nor  by  those  who  were  peculiarly  sup- 
porters of  the  authority  of  the  King,  but  by  those  who 
had  assumed  to  lead  the  popular  movement,  v.’ ho  had 
utilized  the  project  of  a Provincial  Convention  or 
Congress  as  a more  powerful  instrumentality  for  the 
acquirement  of  authority  which  they  had  not  previ- 
ously possessed,  for  the  establishment  of  systems  of 
government  which  were  neither  practical  nor  useful, 
and  for  the  gratification  of  malice  and  revenge,  be- 
tween individuals  and  communities,  all  of  them  done, 
too,  in  the  name  of  “ Liberty  ” and  the  “ Rights  of  the 
“ Colonies,  ” with  violent  denunciations  of  tyranny  and 
official  oppression,  per  -e,  and  with  solemn  appeals  to 
Heaven,  as  guaranties  of  the  self-assumed  righteous- 
ness and  of  the  good  intentions  of  the  self-constituted 
and  lawless  oppressors.-  Reference  was  also  made  to 
other  instances,  in  other  Colonies,  in  which  the  rev- 
olutionary elements,  regardless  of  all  law,  human  or 
divine,  and  governed  only  by  their  own  unbridled 
wills  and  for  their  own  individual  purposes,  had  be- 
come more  oppressive  than  those  Colonial  Govern- 
ments had  been,  against  whom  the  full  force  of  the 
revolutionary  opposition  had  been  so  noisily  hurled  ; 
and  it  was  peculiarly  noticeable,  in  the  greater  number, 
if  not  in  all,  such  instances,  that  the  most  violent  and 
lawless  of  those  who  were  most  reckless  of  the  rights 
of  individuals,  were  those  demagogues  who,  previously 
to  the  uprising,  had  been  most  unmindful  of  the  com- 
plaints of  the  masses — those  of  the  “poor  reptiles  ” of 
their  estimates — and  most  sycophantic  .in  their  zeal 
for  the  promotion  of  the  pretensions  of  the  Colonial 
and  Home  Governments. 

That  serious  distrust,  among  thoughtful  men,  to 


1 Tlie  Provincial  Congress  of  South  Carolina  assembled  at  Charleston, 
oi:  Wednesday,  the  eleventh  of  January,  ITT'.,  ami  adjourned  on  Tues- 
day, the  seventeenth  of  the-  same  month.  Besides  approving  the  doings 
of  the  Continental  Congress,  it  furla-le  the  commencement  of  any 
Action  fur  Debt,  and  the  piosoention  of  any  such  Action  as  had  been 
commenced  since  the  preceding  September,  u n with  the  consent  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Puri.-h  in  which  the  Defendant  resitted;  “that 
“ {seizures  and  Sales  upon  Mortgage.-'  should  be  considered  on  the  same 
“ footing  as  Actions  fi* *r  Debts';  ” “that  m Summons  should  be  issued 
“ by  any  Magistrate,  ru  snrnli  and  inun  < \in*rs,  without  the  like  eon - 
“ sent  of  the  Parish  Committee  ; ’ that  **  compensation  should  be  ma  le 
“ by  those  Mho  raise  articles  whi-h  may  bo  exported”  [whicht  agreeably 
t > (he  Association  of  the  ( 'ontim  nhil  < . wj /-cg,  trn<  only  /thee]  "to  those 
“ who  cannot  raise  such  article*,  h r the  h.sses  which  they  may  sustain 
“by  not  exporting  thecommo  l:ti*  s they  rai.v,”  “that  if  the  Exportation 
**  of  Rice  should  bo  continued  ’ [niflr  (in'  in  if$  bu'ue,  whit 7<  (he 

Conti inoihtl  Congress  hod  uroh  j “ .. ne-third  of  the  Ki  ;e  made  in  the 
“ Colony  should  bo  deposited  in  the  hands  of  Committees’5  appointed  to 
receive  it,  for  the  public  use,  ot  priys  named  by  tin-  Congress,  and  pay- 
able in  the  paper  currency  of  the  Colony , which  was  depreciated  to  seven 
for  one  of  specie  ; and  other  decrees  of  the  most  oppressive  characters. 

Descriptions  of  that  Provincial  Congress  and  of  its  remarkable  mcihodtf 
and  st- II  more  remarkable  doilies,  m ty  be  seen  in  Ramsay’s  History  of  the 
Ih  rnheion  in  >,/«.*./  Carolimi,  Drayton's  H'lO-nr*  of  the.  Antrri - 

omi  lit- rulntio),  ,ts  relating  (<>  .ymth  ( <,.<diun,  i..  lt>G-lM)  ; etc. 

See.  also,  .l>  oronl  nf  the  Goinre**,  re-printed  iu  Force’s  .D/imcau 
Art-hit rs.  Fourth  S-i  i.-y  i.,  llCb-lils. 
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,1)  ■!)  reforenre  lm-  l«'ii  mmle  in  connection  with 
t , iul  f..r  « Pr<.  viiiciul  Congress,  was  graitlv 
,1  it ii.it. -is  Hli.  r the  receipt  of  the  in- 
..j  t|„.  : i :.trv  expedition  to  Concord,  and  , 
■n  li:e  mid*:  <if  tin  interne  excitement  which  tlien 
thi-.na’hont  the  City,  by  the  inroad  into  the 
i ......  tv  .,(•  W •••wlu-Mer  and  the  City  of  New  York,  of 

.....  r,,-r  of  men,  from  Connecticut,  who  had 

, ,,itn  motion,  unsolicited  hy  any  one  in 

V - '4  re  or  elsewhere ; without  the  eliirhtest  author- 
. , the  Government  of  their  own  Colony;  and,  j 

()  jv.  bent  on  nothing  else  than  to  be  present  to 
> ......  in  the  distribution  of  the  booty  which  an  evi- 

- t i x expected  general  overturning  of  the  homes  | 
ju-1  tire  business-oliic.es  and  warehouses  of  that  City  ! 
»,  old  have  placed  within  their  reach.  They  lived,  ! 
on  th.-ir  way  through  Westchester-county  as  well  as  | 
whin-  they  were  within  the  City,  entirely  on  their  ; 
wits  and  on  the  products  of  their  wits,  professing  to  j 
have  come  only  “with  a view  of  aiding  and  assisting  j 
“ us  iii  preparing  for  our  defense  but  their  reckless  ! 
arrogance  and  audacity,  in  their  assumption  of  j 
authority  in  local  affairs  as  well  as  in  other  matters,  • 
in  w hich  they  were  evidently  sustained  by  some  of  j 
tlie  more  desperate  of  the  leaders  of  the  revolutionary 
faction,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  which  were  made  ! 
matters  of  record,  had  they  not  been  only  earlier 
specimens  of  the  peculiarly  “New  England  ideas ” 
which,  subsequently,  became  so  common  and  so 
well  known,  would  have  beeu  regarded,  by  those  of  j 
later  periods,  as  unaccountable,  if  not  impossible.1 
Thoughtful  men,  therefore,  had  abundant  reason  for 
reflection  ; and  men  of  property  needed  to  provide  j 
for  the  security  of  their  possessions;  and  peaceful  j 
men  and  heads  of  families  did  well,  when  they  sought  | 
shelter  in  distant  parts  of  the  country,  while  there 
were  so  many  and  such  portentous  warnings  of  the 
ills  which  were  so  evidently  and  so  rapidly  approach- 
ing. 

The  excitement  and  bitterness  of  factional  strife, 

not  always  of  a purely  political  character,  with  which 

the  City  of  New  York  had  been  unceasingly  afflicted,  ! 

during  several  years  preceding  the  period  now  under  j 

con-idcration,  had  tended  to  the  serious  disturbance 
. . . . 1 
of  the  individual  and  social  relations  of  many  of  those 

who  lived  in  that  City;  and  the  political  annals  of  j 
that  period  afford  ample  testimony  to  the  fact  that  ! 
terrorism,  there,  one  of  the  reasonable  results  of  the  ! 
•existing  excitement,  was  prevalent,  audacious,  and  j 
unchecked  by  those  in  authority.  The  County  of  j 
Westchester,  in  her  rural  contentment,  as  has  been  j 
seen  m other  portions  of  this  narrative,  had  contin-  j 
ued,  during  the  entire  period  of  that  earlier  revolu- 
tionary era,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  to  enjoy  peace  | 
and  good-will  among  her  inhabitants;  but  the  Meet- 
dig  ut  the  White  Plains,  on  the  eleventh  of  April,  j 

1 f*r*>c€&i inj$  of  Ute  Committee  of  One  hundred,  .Adjourned  Meeting,  May  ! 
* Memoir  of  (.  ruerul  John  L-  hibl  Lu3  ; ere. 


and  the  military  Expedition  to  Concord,  on  the  nine- 
teenth of  that  month,  with  their  respective  trains  of 
discord  and  malevolence,  appear  to  have  rapidly  dis- 
turbed that  quiet  and  neighborly  feeling  which  had 
previously  prevailed,  and  to  have  originated  that 
reign  of  terror,  throughout  that  County,  which,  sub- 
sequently, distinguished  it  so  highly  in  the  annals  of 
partisan  strife.  History  has  recorded  two  notable 
instances  of  that  rapidly  developed,  so  called,  “ pub- 
“lic  opinion,”  among  the  new-born  and,  consequently, 
unnaturally  zealous  “fire-eaters”  of  that  ancient  and 
orderly  County  ; and  they  may  properly  find  atten- 
tion, at  this  time,  not  only  as  portions  of  the  history 
of  Westchester-county,  during  the  era  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution,  but  as  instances  of  the  dangers  which 
attend  an  unchecked  zeal,  even  when  exercised  in 
behalf  of.wliat  may  be  regarded  as  .purely  commend- 
able purposes. 

The  first  of  these  acts  of  terrorism,  exercised  by 
the  rampant  revolutionary  elements  in  Westchester- 
countv,  was  that  in  the  case  of  Jonathan  Fowler  and 
George  Cornwell,  two  respectable  residents  of  the 
County,  both  of  whom  had  signed  the  Declaration 
and  Protest,  at  the  White  Plains,  on  the  eleventh  of 
April,  as  well  as  the  Resolves  which  were  referred  to, 
in  that  Declaration  and  Protest , both  of  whom  were 
compelled  by  that,  so  called,  “ public  opinion,”  to  pub- 
lish a recantation  of  their  evidently  well-considered 
political  opinions,  which  was  done  in  the  following 
words,  carefully  copied  from  the  original  publication,  in 
Gaine’s  New- York  Gazette : and  the  Weekly  Jlercury, 
No.  1229,  Nf.w-York,  Monday,  May  1,  1775: 

“ To  the  Printer. 

the  subscribers  do  hereby  make  this 
public  Declaration,  That  whereas  we 
“ and  several  others  in  Westchester-County,  having 
“ signed  a certain  Number  of  Resolves,  which  at  the 
“ Time  of  our  said  signing,  we  deemed  Constitutional, 
“ and  as  having  a Tendency  to  promote  the  Interest 
“of  our  Country;  but  since,  upon  mature  Delibera- 
“ tion,  and  more  full  Knowledge  of  the  Matter,  find 
“ not  only  injurious  to  our  present  Cause,  but  like- 
“ wise  offensive  to  our  Fellow  Colonists.  We  do 
“ therefore  thus  publicly  testify  our  Abhorrence  of 
“ the  same,  and  declare  ourselves  Friends  to  the  Colo- 
“nies,  and  ever  ready  cheerfully  to  exert  ourselves 
“ in  the  Defence  and  Preservation  of  the  same. 

“Jonathan  Fowler,  Esq. 

“ George  C'ornwele,  Esq. 

“ 29th  April,  1775.” 

As  both  the  signers  of  that  recantation  were  evi- 
dently intelligent  men,  one  of  them  having  been,  at 
that  time,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  of  the  County,  it  is  not  probable  that  they  had 
signed  those  Resolves — no  mention  having  been  made 
of  the  Declaration  and  Protest — without  having  under- 
stood the  effect  of  their  action  on  “ the  common  cause 
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and  the  otiencc*  which  they  had  given  to  their  neigh- 
bors, or  to  such  of  them  as  could  inflict  injure  on 
them  or  on  their  property,  was  clearly  the  cause 
which  produced  their  recantation. 

The  second  of  those  acts  of  terrorism,  to  which  ref- 
erence has  been  made,  was  that  in  the  case  of  Isaac 
Wilkins,  that  leading  Member  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  Colony,  in  its  contest  with  the  Home  Gov- 
ernment; that  very  able  “A.  W.  Farmer  ” who, 
with  his  pen,  had  aroused  so  much  indignation  ; and 
that  spokesman  of  the  protestants,  at  the  Meeting  at 
the  White  Plains,  with  whom  the  reader  is  well  ac- 
quainted. That  gentleman,  in  order  to  secure  his 
personal  safety,  was  compelled  to  abandon  his  home 
.and  family,  and  to  take  refuge  in  England.  On  the 
eve  of  his  departure,  while  he  was  in  the  City  of  New 
York,  he  wrote  the  following  touching  address  to  his 
countrymen,  which  has  been  carefully  copied  from 
llicington’s  Skew-  York  Gazetteer,  No.  108,  New- York, 
Thursday,  May  11,  1775: 

“Mv  Countrymen  : 

“Before  I leave  America,  the  land  I love,  and  in 
“ which  is  contained  everything  that  is  valuable  and 
“dear  to  me,  my  wife,  my  children,  my  friends,  and 
■“property;  permit  me  to  make  a short  and  faithful 
“ declaration,  which  I am  induced  to  do  neither 
■‘‘through  fear,  nor  a consciousness  of  having  acted 
“wrong.  An  honest  man,  and  a Christian,  hath  noth- 
“ing  to  apprehend  from  this  world.  God  is  my  judge, 
“ and  God  is  my  witness,  that  all  I havedone,  written, 
“ or  said,  in  relation  to  the  present  unnatural  dispute 
“ between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies,  proceeded 
“ from  an  honest  intention  of  serving  my  country. 
“ Her  welfare  and  prosperity  were  the  objects’ towards 
•“  which  all  my  endeavours  have  been  directed.  They 
“are  still  the  sacred  objects  which  I shall  ever  stead- 
“ilvand  invariably  keep  in  view:  And  when  in 

■“  England,  all  the  influence  that  so  inconsiderable 
“a  man  as  I am,  can  have,  shall  be  exerted  in  her 
“behalf. 

“ It  has  been  my  constant  maxim  through  life,  to 
■“do  my  duty  conscientiously,  and  to  trust  the  issue  of 
“ my  actions  to  the  Almighty. — May  that  God  in 
■“  whose  hands  are  all  events,  speedily  restore  peace 
“ and  liberty  to  my  unhappy  country.  May  Great- 
“ Britain  and  America  be  soon  united  in  the  bands  of 
“everlasting  amity:  and  when  united,  may  they  con- 
“ tinue~a  free,-  a virtuous,  and  happy  nation  to  the 
“ end  of  time. 

“1  leave  America,  and  every  endearing  connection, 
“because  I will  not  raise  my  hand  against  iny  Sover- 
eign,— nor  will  I draw  my  sword  against  my  Coun- 
“ try ; when  I can  conscientiously  draw*  it  in  her 
“favour,  my  life  shall  be  chearfully  devoted  to  her 
“ service. 

“ Isaac  Wilkins. 

“New  York, 

“Mav  3,1775.” 


While  thi-e  unwelcome  feature?-  of  the  political 
moNenu-n:-,  in  Wt  -’cluster-county,  were  extending 
over  the  entire  community,  Eewis  Morris  was  busily 
emploved,  aft.  r his  -cat  in  the  forthcoming  Congress 
of  the  Colonies  had  been  secured  beyond  a peradven- 
tttre,  in  an  attempt  to  belittle  the  Declaration  and 
/‘rotc.-f  of  those,  at  the  White  Plains,  who  had  ob- 
jected to  the  proceedings  of  the  Meeting  of  which  he 
was,  there,  the  manager  and  Chairman,  lor  that 
purpo-e,  on  the  seventh  of  May,  he  prepared  an  elab- 
orate reply,  which,  a fev  days  afterwards,  with  some 
! other  historical  material,  he  gave  to  the  newspapers, 
for  publication.  As  an  important  portion  of  the 
local  literature  of  Wc-tchester-countv,  of  that  period, 
1 it  may  properly  find  a place  in  this  work.  The  fol- 
lowing ha  carefully  prepared  copy  of  it  t 


“To  the  PUBLIC. 
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t Very  extraordinary  paper,  called  a protest 
against  the  proceedings  of  the  Freeholders 
‘of  the  county  of  West-Chester,  relative  to  the  elec- 
‘ tion  of  deputies  for  the  late  Convention,  and  said  to 
‘have  been  subscribed  by  the  several  persons  whose 
‘ names  are  printed  with  it,  was  published  in  Mess. 

‘ Rivington  and  Game's  Gazetteers,  a few  weeks 
‘ ago. 

“By  whom  this  performance  was  given  to  the  pub- 
‘ 1 ic,  is  uncertain,  and  being  as  little  distinguished  by 
‘decency  as  by  truth,  there  is  reason  to  suspect,  the 
‘ author’s  name  will  remain  a secret. 

“ The  falsities  contained  in  this  representation,  are 
‘ too  flagrant  to  .impose  upon  any  person  in  this  eol- 
‘ ony,  and  nothing  but  the  apprehension  of  its  gain- 
ing credit  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  would  have 
‘induced  me  to  have  made  it  the  subject  of  ani- 
‘ mad  version. 

“ I shall  pass  over  the  many  little  embellishments 
'*  with  which  the  author’s  fancy  has  endeavoured  to 
‘ decorate  his  narrative  ; nor  is  it  necessary  to  call  in 
‘question  the  reality  of  that  loyal  enthusiasm,  by 
‘ which  it  was  said  these  good  people  were  influenced  ; 
‘and  I really  wish  it  had  been  the  fact,  because  when 
‘ inconsistencies  and  fooleries  result  from  inebriety  or 
‘ enthusiasm,  they  merit  our  pity,  and  escape  indig- 
‘ nation  and  resentment. 

“Much  pains,  I confess,  were  on  that  day  taken  to 
‘make  temporary  enthusiasts,  and  with  other  more 
‘ exhilirating  spirit,  than  the  spirit  of  loyalty. 

“ To  give  the  appearance  of  dignity  to  these  curious 

and  very  orderly  protestors,  the  author  has  been 
‘ very  mindful  to  annex  every  man’s  addition  to  his 
“ name,  upon  a presumption  perhaps  that  it  would 
‘derive  weight  from  the  title  of  Mayor,  Esquire,  Cap- 
‘ tain,  Lieutenant , Judje,  &e. 

- “ But  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive  why  the  publisher 
‘should  be  less  civil  to  the  Clergy  than  to  the  gentry 
‘ aud  commonalty,  Samuel  Stabury  and  Luke  Babcock, 
“ certainly  ought  not  to  have  been  sent  into  the  world 
“ floating  on  a news  paper  in  that  plain  way, — the 
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is  the  Kevkuk.vi*  Mr.  Samuel  Senbury,  Rector  of 
“ if,,-  united  parishes  of  Kn.it  mid  1 1 e*l-  ( 'he.ster,  and  one 
*•  nf  the  Missionaries  for  propagating  the  (jO-d’EL,  and 
"not  POLITICKS,  in  foreign  part*,  tk.il.,  &.C.,  the  other  is 
"(he  Jinn  rend  Me.  Luke  Babcock,  who  preaches  and 
“ prays  for  Cot.  ]‘hilips  and  his  tenants  at  Pkilipsbnrg. 

“ In  this  formidable  catalogue  of -'SI  2 sober  and  loyal 
“protestors,  there  are  not  less  than  one  hundred  and 
“seventy,  who  after  a most  diligent  enquiry,  I cannot 
“ rind  have  the  least  pretensions  to  a vote,  and  indeed 
“ many  of  them  are  lads  under  age.  Their  names  are 
“ as  follows : 


“‘Samuel  Seabury, 

Timothy  Purdy, 

“ ■ Luke  Babcock, 

Janies  M'Guire, 

“ ‘ Bepjamin  Fowler,  Esq. 

James  Regnaw, 

“ ‘ Joshua  Pell, 

Samuel  Purdy, 

“ 1 Edward  Pell, 

Svlvanus  Purdy, 

“ ‘ John  Hunt, 

William  Dalton, 

“ ‘ Gilbert  Horton, 

Elijali  Tomkins, 

“ * Adrian  Leforge, 

Charles  Lawrence, 

“ 1 Moses  Williams, 

Joshua  Purdy,  junr. 

“ • Philip  Kelley, 

James  Sniffen,  junr. 

“ 1 James  Hums,  jun. 

Peter  Bonet, 

“ ‘ Matthew  Hams, 

Peter  Fashee, 

“ • Bartholomew  Hains, 

Jesse  Lawrence, 

••  1 John  Hains, 

William  Sniden, 

*• 1 Elijah  Hains, 

Solomon  Dean, 

“ • Joseph  Clark, 

Thomas  Iliat, 

“ ‘ Joseph  Oakly,  . 

William  Woodward, 

“ 1 James  Mott, 

John  Whitmore, 

“ ‘ Daniel  Purdy, 

William  Underhill, 

■“  ‘ John  Crab, 

NT  he  mi  ah  Tomkins, 

“ 1 1 z an  ah.  Whitmore, 

Henry  Leforge, 

“ ‘ Absalom  Gidney, 

Evert  Brown, 

“ ‘ John  Brown, 

Benjamin  Beyea, 

“ ‘ Jasper  Stivers, 

John  Lorce, 

“ ‘ Peter  M -Farthing, 

Elnathan  Appleby, 

“ ‘ Joshua  Purdy,  jun. 

John  Baker, 

“ ‘ Ilaecaliah  Purdy,  jun. 

Jonathan  Underhill, 

“ ‘ James  Tomkins, 

James  Al-Chain, 

“ ‘ Gilbert  ’filial, 

Joshua  Hunt, 

“ ‘ William  Seven, 

Bates  Chatterdon, 

“ 1 Thomas  Champer.iers, 

William  I.ondrine, 

. “ ‘ John  Champeniers, 

Dennis  Kennedy, 

“ 1 Eliazer  Hart, 

James  Hains, 

‘-  ' James  Hunt, 

Andrew  Bainton, 

• Joshua  Parker, 

Nathaniel  Tomkins, 

“ ‘ Joshua  Barnes, 

Caleb  Archer, 

“ ' John  Bark, 

Benjamin  Bugbe, 

“ ‘ Samuel  Purdy, 

Francis  Purdy, 

“ * Gilbert  Purdy, 

William  Odell, 

‘ James  Chaiterton, 

Israel  Hunt, 

“ ‘Thomas  Cromwell, 

Thomas  Tomkins, 

“ 1 Solomon  Horton, 

Frederick  Underhill. 

‘ ‘ Nathaniel  Underhill,  jun. 

l’cter  Post, 

“ ‘ Philip  Fowler, 

Benjamin  ADCord, 

“ ‘ John  M‘Farthing, 

John  Williams, 

“ • Jacob  Post, 

John  Ackeman, 

“ ‘ James  Baxter, 

Teter  Rusting, 

"‘John  Hart, 

Jeremiah  Hunter, 

“ ' * ornelius  Losee, 

Abraham  Storm, 

Jesse  Park, 

Peter  Jenning, 

Roger  Purdy,  jun. 

John  Gale, 

Gilbert  Pugsley, 

John  Smith, 

Abraham  Lediau, 

James  Hart,  junr. 

Benjamin  Brown, 

Jonathan  Purdy,  junr. 

Aaron  Buis, 

AloiiUiOuth  Hart,  junr. 

John  Baizley, 

Christopher  Purdy, 

David  Oakley,  jun. 

Gabriel  Purdy, 

Isaac  Smith, 

Edward  Merrit,  junr. 

John  Hyatt, 

Henry  Disborough, 

Abraham  Odell. 

AVilliam  Van  Wart, 

Thomas  Lawrence, 

Abraham  Storm, 

John  Seyson, 

Thomas  Berry, 

Isaac  Forsheu, 

Charles  Merit, 

Gabriel  Requeaw, 

Benjamin  GritTen, 

Gabriel  Archer, 

James  Angevine, 

Elias  Secord, 

Jeremiah  Anderson,  junr. 

James  Peirce, 

AVilliam  Barker,  junr. 

Edward  Bugbe, 

Gideon  Arden, 

Daniel  Haight, 

Joshua  Purdy, 

John  Hunt,  junr. 

George  Stem, 

Abraham  Losee, 

Jacob  VermiHer, 

Isaac  Tomkins, 

Samuel  Heusfed, 

Joseph  Paulding, 

John  Warner, 

Hendricus  Storm, 

John  Storm, 

Francis  Secord, 

Joshua  Secord, 

John  Parker, 

John  Underhill, 

Gilbert  Bates, 

William  Underhill,  junr. 

David  Purdy, 

James  Hill, 

David  Bleecker, 

AVilliam  Watkins, 

Jordan  Downiug, 

Richard  Baker, 

Corn.  Van  Tnssell, 

Bishop  Ileustice, 

Joseph  Appleby, 

Jeremiah  Hitchcock, 

Patrick  Cary, 

William  Bond, 

Gilbert  Ward, 

Samuel  Sneden, 

William  Dunlap, 

. Joshua  Ferriss.! 

“ Of  the  others  who  are  Freeholders,  many  also 
“hold  lands  at  will  of  Col.  Philips,  so  that  the  truth 
“ really  is,  that  very  few  independent  Freeholders  ob- 
jected to  the  appointment  of  Deputies. 

“ Lewis  Morris. 

“ Moerisanma, 

“ May  7,  1 775.”  1 

Tt  will  be  seen  that,  with  more  than  his  usual 
shrewdness,  Lewis  Morris  postponed  Ills  attempt  to 
reply  to  the  Declared  ion  and  Protest  which  had  been 
made,  some  weeks  previously,  by  those  who  had  ob- 
jected to  the  Meeting  at  the  White  Plains,  until  after 
his  brother-in-law,  Isaac  Wilkins,  who  had  led  those 
protestants,  and  who  was  known  to  have  been  the 


1 This  notable  paper,  except  the  list  of  names,  was  published  in  iw  - 
ingtun'*  Sew- York  Gazetteer,  No.  10S,  Xew-Y'ork,  Thursday,  May  li. 
1775  ; and  the  named  were  published  iu  the  next  number  ot  that  paper 
— No.  100,  XjiW-YonK,  Thursday,  May  IS,  1775  ; the  text  of  the  article 
was  published  iu  Ihiine’s  .V  /*•  - York  GozGte  : awl  lit'  Weekly  ^lercvry. 
No.  l_:U.  New- York,  Monday,  May  15,  1775 — although  promise  was 
made  that  the  names  should  be  published  in  the  succeeding  number, 
they  were  not — and  both  the  text  of  the  article  and  the  names  appear  in 
Holt's  S‘‘tc-York  Journal,  No.  1Cj?0,  New-Iouk,  May  IS,  1775. 

Frotn  the  first-named  »»f  those  two  piipers,  the  re-print  of  it,  in  the 
text,  was  very  carefully  made. 


. 
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author  of  their  Deelarnt  '<>o ' >t  ml  Protest,  had  lelt  Amer- 
ica, when  he  knew  that  lie  was  probably  'c  ured  from 
challenge  concerning  the  uutruthlulness  ot  whatever 
he  should  write,  in  that  reply — neither  Samuel  Sea- 
bury  nor  Luke  Babcock  had  written  anything  con- 
cerning the  political  questions  of  that  period;1  it  was 
not  thought  they  would  do  so;  and  there  was  no 
other  person,  in  Westchester-countv,  whose  pen 
promised  trouble  to  the  new-made  leader,  no  matter 
how  much  that  peculiar  failing  which  had  made  his 
family  conspicuous,  throughout  the  Colony,-  should 
be  manifested  in  whatever  he  should  write. 

The  relative  merits  of  the  two  papers,  the  Declara- 
tion and  Protest  and  the  reply,  will  be  very  readily 
seen,  by  every  careful  reader.  The  author  of  the 
latter  was  very  profuse  in  his  very  general  charge  of 
“falsities  contained  in  this  representation;  ” but  he 
failed  to  specify,  even  a single  instance  in  which  the 
former  had  presented  an  untruth  ; and  every  one  will 
perceive  that  he  did  not  except,  from  the  general  im- 
peachment, even  those  portions  of  the  Declaration 
and  Protest  which  agreed,  in  their  recital  of  facts, 
with  his  own  statement  of  those  facts,  contained  in 
the  official  report  of  the  proceedings  of  that  Meeting, 
at  the  White  Plains,  written  over  iiis  own  signature, 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  day  on  which  the  Meeting 
was  held,  and  subsequently  presented  by  him,  to  the 
Provincial  Convention,  as  the  Credentials  through 
which  he  and  his  associates  were  admitted  to  seats  in 
that  body,  as,  nominally,  a delegation  from  West- 
chester-county — if  the  recital  contained  in  the  one 
was  untruthful,  therefore,  the  similar  recital  con- 
tained in  the  other  was,  necessarily,  quite  as  untrust- 
worthy as  the  other.  He  also  impeached  the  “de- 
“ceucy”  of  what  the  Declaration  and  Protest  con- 
tained; but,  again,  he  failed  to  specify  in  what  their 
“indecency”  consisted.  He  impeached  the  bona.  Jide 
of  the  “ enthusiasm  ” of  the  protestants,  at  the  Plains ; 
but  he  “confessed,”  and  only  those  who  are  guilty 
“ confess,”  that  his  own  companions,  those  who  had 
given  the  much  coveted  place  and  authority  to  him, 
were  also  noisy,  from  the  effects  of  otiier  Spirits  than 
that  of  loyalty  to  the  King— -inasmuch  as  each  of  the 
two  factions,  at  the  Plains,  claimed  to  have  been 
noisy  as  well  as  loyal,  the  author  of  the  reply  had 
little  reason  for  making  such  an  objection,  unless 
he  desired  to  secure  to  his  own  faction  the  credit  of 
making  all  the  noise  and  of  expressing  all  the  loyalty 
which  were  then  produced,  by  any  one.  He  ob- 


1  Mr.  Seabury,  iu  bis  Memorial  to  the  General  Asst)ubhj  of  Connecticut, 
presented  on  the  twentieth  of  December,  in  reply  to  one  of  the 

four  accusations  which  had  been  made  against  him,  expressly  stated  that 
he  had  not,  at  that  time,  written  any  “pamphlets  and  newspapers 
“against  the  liberties  of  America  which  effectually  disproves  much 
that  has  been  written,  on  that  subject,  by  modern  bibliographers. 

This  family  are  so  remarkable  f*r  ‘ eubtrijing  the.  truth,'  that  all 
“stories  suspected  of  not  being  true  are  known  throughout  the  County 
“of  Westchester,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  and  on  the  westernmost  part 
“of  Long  Island,  by  the  name  of  ‘ Morrisanias.’ “ — (Jones'?  JlUtory  of 
AVtr  York  during  the  Iterolutiunanj  War,  i.,  110. ) 


i jected,  also,  that  the  titles  of  those  who  hud  signed 
the  Declaration  and  Protest  were  appended  to  the 
. names  of  tiiuse  to  whom  they  respectively  belonged; 

I but  a reference  to  the  official  report  of  the  proceed- 
j iugs  of  that  .Meeting,  signed  by  himself  and  evidently 
! from  his  own  pen,  to  which  reference  has  been  made, 
t will  show  to  any  one  that  thespecific  titlesot  “ Mr. , ” 
“ Esq.,  Captain,”  “Major,”  and  “Colonel,”  were 
added  to  eighteen  of  the  twenty-six  names  which 
that  report  contained — indeed,  he  had  given  the 
\ distinctive  title  of  “Colonel,”  to  himself,  iu  three 
i different  places,  in  that  report ; and  that,  roo,  with- 
! out  a word  of  apology.  He  insinuated  that  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy  of  those  who  had  signed  the  Protest 
j were  not  voters — “ alter  the  most  diligent  inquiry, 

{ “I  cannot  find  they  have  the  least  pretensions  to 
j “ vote,”  he  said  ; adding,  “ and  indeed,  many  of  them 
; “are  lads  underage” — but  lie  conveniently  omitted 
! to  make  a direct  and  positive  averment  of  such  a 
! want  of  qualification,  iu  anyone  of  those  protestants ; 
j and  iie  also  conveniently  failed  to  designate  which  of 
| the  one  hundred  and  seventy  whom  lie  named,  in  any 
j single  instance,  was  a minor.  Most  of  all,  he  disre- 
j garded  the  fact  that  the  Declaration  and  Protest,  to 
! which  lie  assumed  to  make  a reply,  had  made  no  pre- 
j tension  to  having  been  made  exclusively  by  •‘Free- 
! “holders,”  but,  ou  the  contrary,  it  was  thus  headed: 

! “ We  the  subscribers,  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of 
| “the  county  of  Westchester,  having  assembled  at  the 
j “ White  Plains,  in  consequence  of  certain  advertise- 
“ ments,”  etc.,  from  which  every  appearance  of  ex- 
clusiveness, in  the  signers  of  it,  was  expressly  ex- 
cluded. Finally  : he  impeached  the  “ independence  ” 
of  those  of  the  signers  of  that  Protest  who  were  Free- 
holders, by  saying  “ many  also  hold  lands  at  will  ua- 
“der  Col.  Philips;  ” but  he  conveniently  forgot  to  tell 
how  a mere  tenant  at  will  could,  thereby,  become  a 
Freeholder,  or  how  many,  in  the  Manor  of  Cortlandt, 
who  were  only  tenants  or  who  held  lands  at  the  will 
of  the  Proprietors  of  that  Manor,  had  been  induced 
by  other  causes  than  loyalty  to  those  Proprietors  or 
discontent  with  the  General  Assembly,  to  go  to  the 
White  Plains,  to  assist  into  a place  in  the  revolu- 
tionary organization,  the  young  member  of  that 
“ patriotic  " family,  Philip,  on  whom,  a few  months, 
before,  the  Royal  Governor,  William  Tryou,  had 
bestowed  a Royal  Commission  of  Major,  which  he 
then  bore;  nor  was  it  convenient  for  the  author  of 
that  reply,  to  state,  therein,  just  how  many  of  the 
tenants  and  other  retainers  of  the  lordly  Lord  of  the 
Manor  of  Morrisania  liad  been  induced,  contrary  to- 
their  unassisted  inclinations,  to  ride  from  the 
Borough  Town  of  Westchester  to  the  White  Plains, 
on  that  eleventh  of  April,  to  a-sist  in  the  elevation 
! of  himself  into  au  office,  no  matter  what.  The  char- 
j acter  of  Colonel  Frederic  Philipse,  whom  he  was  so 
i swilt  to  impeach,  whether  regarded  as  a man  or  as  a 
| gentleman,  as  a landlord  or  as  a citizen,  was  quite 
1 as  pure,  and  quite  as  upright,  and  quite  as  worthy  of 


. 

W ESTC 1 1 EsiXE  It  CO  UN  T Y. 


81 


■ - j ■ . • . • i: , us  was  that  of  Colonel  Lewis  Morris  or  that  of 
any  other  member  of  that  unpopular  family;  and  his  : 
practises,  in  private  and  in  public  life,  against  which  j 
not  even  a Morris,  in  his  bitterest  mood,  could  say  \ 
a word  of  open  disrespect,  merited  no  such  iling  from  ■ 
the  oiiiee-seeking  head  of  the  small,  new-born  revolu-  i 
tionary  faction,  then  in  Westchester-county — from  ! 
one  whose  only  antagonism  to  the  Colonial  and  Home 
Governments  originated  in  and  was  sustained  by  the 
continued  ill-success  of  the  family  of  which  heyvas 
the  head,  in  its  unceasing  hankering  for  that  oilicial 
station  from  which,  except  in  a single  notorious  in- 
stance, the  controlling  power  within  the  Colony,  for 
many  years,  had  rigidly  excluded  it. 

At  the  same  time,  and  through  the  same  public 
press  in  which  Lewis  Morris  published  his  reply  to 
the  Declaration  and  Prated,  to  which  reference  has 
been  made,  he  also  published  the  following  Cards,1 
evidently  the  only  trophies  of  the  kind,  which  he  had 
secured,  during  the  political  campaign  in  which  he 
had  been  engaged,  since  the  publication  of  the  Decla- 
ration and  Protect  had  aroused  his  indignation,  and 
the  withdrawal  of  his  brother-in-law  had  left  him 
without  an  opponent : 

I 

“ rphat  our  names  were  not  subscribed  to  the 
JL  “ protest  of  West-Chester,  either  by  our- 
“ selves,  or  our  orders  or  permission,  directly  or  indi- 
“ rectly,  is  certified  by  us,  each  for  himself. 

“ Peter  Bussing. 

“Peter  Bussixg,  jun. 

•“  May  4,  1775.” 

II 

“Mr.  Rivixgtox, 

“ I Did  sign  a protest,  which  was  printed  in  your 
“ paper;  but  I did  so,  because  I was  told  that  the  in- 
“ tent  of  signing  it  was  to  shew,  that  I was  for  the 
“ liberties  of  the  country. 

“ Samuel  Baker.” 

III 

“North-Castle,  May  8,  1775. 

“Mr.  Rivixgtox, 

“IN  your  paper  lately  I saw  my  name  to  a pro- 
i “ test.  1 never  signed  it,  but  went  into  Capt. 

“ Hatfield’s  house,  and  was  asked,  whether  1 was  a 
“ Whig  or  a Tory  ? I made  answer,  that  I did  not 
“understand  the  meaning  of  those  words,  but  was  fur 
“ liberty  and  peace.  Upon  which  somebody  put  down 


1 Kiciitj/on's  Xeic-York  Gir.eUeer , No.  10$,  New-Yokk,  Thursday,  Hay 
11,1775.  * 

Any  one  who  13  acquainted  with  the  habits  of  printers,  in  “making 
‘*.up”  the  forms  of  a newspaper,  for  the  press,  will  understand,  from  the 
places  which  these  three  Cards,  and  the  reply  of  Lewis  Morris  to  the 
br'  itnuU/n  and  I’rotctl  (omitting  the  names),  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
M-eting  at  the  White  Plains — five  distinct  articles  relating  to  Westches 
t'-r-county — occupy,  together,  in  the  last  Column  of  the  inside  form  of 
the  i*apt*r,  that  they  all  proceeded  from  the  same  hand  ; and  that  the 
three  Cards  of  recanting  protesters  w ere,  evidently,  among  the  results 
ot  Lewis  Morris’s  political  pilgrimage  through  that  County,  in  his  dili- 
gent search  for  proteatants  who  were  not,  also,  Freeholders. 


‘my  name.  Now,  Sir,  I desire  that  you  will  print 
‘this  to  shew  to  the  world,  that  I have  not  deserved 
“ to  he  held  up  in  the  light  of  a protestor. 

“ Jerumiah  Huxter.” 

With  these  four  publications — the  reply  to  the  Dec- 
laration and  Protect  and  the  three  Cards  of  recanta- 
tion— as  far  as  Westchester-county  was  concerned, 
the  literature  of  the  first  Provincial  Convention  of 
the  Colony  of  New  York  ended — and,  as  every  farmer 
had  returned  to  his  rural  home,  at  the  close  of  the 
eventful  eleventh  of  April,  and  had  resumed  his  work, 
the  necessary  work  of  the  season,  on  his  farm  or  on  the 
river,  with  the  exceptions,  here  and  there,  ofadisturbed 
mind,  an  angry  thought,  or  an  uuneighborly  resent- 
ment, new  features  in  the  social  life  of  Westchester- 
county  farmers,  the  whole  subject  gradually  became  a 
thing  of  the  past,  fit  only  for  material  for  history. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  the  action  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inspection,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  on 
the  twenty-sixth  of  April,  providing  for  its  own  dis- 
solution ; for  the  election  of  a new  Committee  of  cue 
hundred,  to  occupy  its  place,  in  that  City;  and  for 
the  organization  of  a Provincial  Congress,  with  gen- 
eral authority  for  tire  government  of  the  entire  Col- 
ony.2 For  the  accomplishment  of  the  last-named  of 
those  purposes,  a Circular  Letter  was  addressed,  by 
the  Chairman  of  that  Committee,  to  the  Committees 
of  those  Counties  in  which  Committees  had  been 
chosen,  and  to  prominent  residents  of  those  Counties 
in  which  Committees  had  not  been  chosen,  inviting 
their  eo-operation,  and  recommending  them  to  choose 
Deputies  to  the  proposed  Congress,  the  following 
being  a copy  of  that  Circular  Letter: 

“ CIRCULAR. 

“ Committee  Chamber,  New-York,  April  28,  1775. 
“ Gextlemex, 

“The  distressed  and  alarming  situation  of  our 
“Country,  occasioned  by  the  sanguinary  measures 
“adopted  by  the  British  Ministry,  (to  enforce  which, 
“ the  Sword  has  been  actually  drawn  against  our 
“brethren  in  the  Massachusetts),  threatening  to 
“involve  this  Continent  in  all  the  horrors  of  a civil 
“ War,  obliges  us  to  call  for  the  united  aid  and  council 
“of  the  Colony,  at  this  dangerous  crisis. 

“Most  of  the  Deputies  who  composed  the  late 
“ Provincial  Congress,  held  in  this  City,  were  only 
“vested  with  powers  to  chose  Delegates  to  represent 
“ the  Province  at  the  next  Continental  Congress, 
“and  the  Convention  having  executed  that  trust 
“ dissolved  themselves : It  is  therefore  thought 

“adviseable  by  this  Committee,  that  a Provincial 
“Congress  be  immediately  summoned  to  deliberate 
“upon,  and  from  time  to  time  to  direct  such  measures 
“as  may  be  expedient  for  our  common  safety. 

“We  persuade  ourselves,  that  no  arguinens  can 
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“ now  be  wanting  to  evinct?  the  necessity  of  a perfect 
“ union ; mid  we  know  of  no  method  in  which 
“the  united  sense  of  the  people  of  the  province  can 
“ be  collected,  but  the  one  now  proposed.  We  tliere- 
“ tore  entreat  your  County  heartily  to  unite  in  the 
“choice  of  proper  persons  to  represent  them  at  a 
“Provincial  Congress  to  he  held  in  this  City  on  the 
“ 22d  of  May  next. — Twenty  Deputies  arc  proposed 
“ for  this  City,  and  in  order  to  give  the  greater  weight 
“and  influence  to  the  councils  of  the  Congress,  we« 
“could  wish  the  number  of  Deputies  from  the 
“counties,  may  be  considerable. 

“ We  can  assure  you,  that  the  appointment  of  a 
“Provincial  Congress,1 2  approved  of  bv  the  inhabitants 
“ of  this  city  in  general,  is  the  most  proper  and 
“salutary  measure  that  can  be  adopted  iu  the  present 
“ melancholy  state  of  this’ Continent ; arid  we  shall  be 
“ happy  to  find,  that  our  brethren  in  the  different 
“Counties  concur  with  us  in  opinion. 

“ By  order  of  the  Committee. 

“Isaac  Low,  Chairman."  - 

As  there  was  not,  at  that  time,  any  Committee, 
within  the  County  of  Westchester,  unto  whom  that 
Circular  Letter  could  be  sent,  it  was  probably  sent,  as 
that  relating  to  the  proposed  Provincial  Convention 
had  been  sent,  to  some  prominent  resident  of  that 
County,  most  convenient  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  the  City,  for  circulation  in  the  several 
Towns,  throughout  the  County ; and,  by  that  local  poli- 
tician , whomsoever  he  may  have  been,  it  may  be  reasona- 
bly supposed  that  chose  Circular  Letters  which  wore  thus 
sent  to  hirn,  were  duly  circulated  “ where  they  would 
“ do  the  most  good,”  for  his  own  interest  and  for  those 
of  his  family.  It  is  said,  however,  that  “ a general 
“notice,”  inviting  a Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  of 
the  County,  was  published;  and  history  has  recorded, 
over  the  official  signature  of  the  “Chairman  for  the 
“ day,”  that  such  a Meeting  was  held,  at  the  White 
Plains,  on  Monday,  the  eighth  of  May,  1775,  “ pur- 
suant to  a general  notice  for  that  purpose,”  James 
Van  Cortlandt,  of  the  Borough  Town  of  Westchester, 
occupying  the  Chair.  No  pretensions  were  made,  in 
the  official  report  of  the  Meeting  or  elsewhere,  that  the 
attendance  was  large:  on  the  contrary,  it  L very 
probable  that  not  more  -than  two  dozens  were  present. 
Whatever  the  number  may'have  been,  it  assumed  to 
be  the  representative  of  all  who  were,  then,  within  the 
County, -of  every  condition  in  life;  and,  in  the  name 
and  in  behalf  of  all  those  who  then  lived  therein, 
whether  present  or  absent,  it  appointed  “a  Committee 
“of  ninety  persons,  for  the  said  County,”  and  de- 


1 It  will  lx;  noticed  that  the  proposed  assembly  was,  in  this  Circular 
Letter,  called  a “Provincial  Conjress”  not  a “ Coureutinn,"  us  the  last 
was  named. 

2 The  re-print  of  this  Circulai  Letter,  in  the  text,  is  made  from  a care- 

fully-made copy  of  one  of  the  originals,  which  ha*  been  preserved 
among  vhwociu/ions  in  the  IliMorinl  reluJimj  {•>  the  It  or  the 

Itccolution , in  tho  Secretary  of  State's  Office,  at  Albany,  Volume  XXX., 
Pago  ISd. 


terruined  that  any  twenty  of  them,  “should  be 
“ impowered  to  act  for  the  said  County;”  and  it  also 
determined  to  send  a Deputation  to  the  proposed 
Provincial  Congress,  referring  t->  the  new-appointed 
Committee  of  the  County,  the  nomination  of  those 
who  should  be  members  of  that  Deputation. 

There  were  only  twenty-three  of  the  ninety  who 
had  been  named  for  the  Committee,  present  and  act- 
ing on  the  subject  which  had  been  referred  to  it;  but 
it  was  not  slow  in  nominating,  “to  represent  the  said 
“County  in  Provincial  Convention,”  Gouverneur 
Morris,  Doctor  Robert  Graham,  Colonel  Lewis 
Graham,  and  Colonel  James  Van  Cortlandt,  all  of 
them  from  the  Borough  Town  of  Westchester; 
Stephen  Ward  and  Joseph  Drake,  from  Eastchester; 
Major  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  of  the  Manor  of  Cort- 
landt; Colonel  James  Holmes,  of  Bedford;  John 
Thomas,  Junior,  of  Rye  ; I)avid  Dayton,  of  North 
Castle;  and  William  Paulding,  of  ; and,  un- 

doubtedly, with  equal  promptness,  the  Meeting 
confirmed  the  nominations,  by  electing  the  eleven 
nominees  to  seats  in  the  proposed  Congress  of  the 
Colony. 

It  is  said,  in  the  official  report  of  the  Meeting, 
that,  after  the  election  of  the  Deputation,  as  above 
“stated,  “the  Committee  signed  an  association , sirni- 
“ lar  to  that  which  was  signed  in  the  city  of  New- 
“ York,  and  appointed  Sub-Committees  to  superintend 
“the  signing  of  the  same  throughout  the  County;  ”3 

3Tbe  AwicialioH,  which  was  thus  “signed  by  the  Committee** — if 
any  others  than  7demben*  of  the  Committee  had  been  present,  they  also 
would  have  signed  it — was  not  that  Association  which  tlio  Continen- 
tal Congress  had  decreed  and  promulgated,  in  the  preceding  October,  but 
auother  and  entirely  different  affair,  which  had.  been  drawn  up  by 
James  Duane,  John  Jay,  and  Peter  Vau  Schaack,  and  “set  on  foot  in 
“ Xew-Vork,”  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  April.  It  had  been  largely 
signed,  in  the  City,  anti  copies  of  it  had  been  sent  “ through  all  the 
“counties  in  the  Province  ; **  aud  the  action  taken  at  the  White  Plains, 
concerning  it,  was  only  responsivu  to  the  request  of  the  Committee  of 
One  hundred,  which  had  superseded  the  Committee  of  Inspection,  in  the 
City  of  New  York.  The  following  is  a copy  of  that  - 1 sscciuh'oa,  care- 
fully copied  from  JUriiojf.on'a  Stic- York  (iazetieer,  XY>.  lL‘7,  N fw-York., 
Thursday,  May  4,  177.3: 

w*  f 3 LKsl/ADED  that  the  salvation  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of 

d-  “America,  depends,  under  God,  on  the  firm  union  of  its  in- 
“ habitants,  in  a vigorous  prosecution  of  tho  measures  necessary  for  its 

safety,  and  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  preventing  the  anarchy  and 
<s  confusion  which  atrend  a dissolution  of  the  powers  «.»f  government; 
“we,  the  freemen,  freeholders,  and  inhabitants  of  the  city  am  l county  of 
“ N'ew-York,  being  greatly  uhtrmed  ut  the  avowed  design  of  the  minis- 
try to  raise  a revenue  in  America,  and  shocked  by  the  Moody  scene 
“ now  acting  iu  the  Massachusetts- Bay  ; do,  in  the  most  solemn  manner 
“resolve  never  to  become  slaves;  and  to  associate  under  all  the  ties  of 
“ religion,  honour,  and  love  to  our  country,  to  adopt,  and  endeavour  to 
“carry  into  execution,  whatever  measures  may  be  recommended  by  the 
“ continent'll  congress,  or  resolved  ujfou  by  our  provincial  convention, 
“for  the  purpose  of  pn^erving  our  constitution,  and  opposing  the  exe- 
cution of  several  arbitrary  and  oppressive  acts  of  the  British  Parlia- 
“ment,  until  a .reconciliation  between  Great- Britain  and  America,  on 
“constitutional  principles,  ^which  we  most  ardently  desire)  can  be  ob- 
tained; and  that  wo  will,  in  all  things,  follow  the  advice  of  our 
“general  committee,  respecting  the  purposes  aforesaid,  the  preservation 
“ of  peace  and  good  order,  and  the  safety  of  indiv  id uul*  and  private  prop- 
erty. 

“ Dated  in  New-York,  April  and  May,  177.3. ’’ 

This  . with  some  slight  changes,  was  re-printed  (without  any 
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,w.d  after  that  had  !:•■«>;»  ■«It*ne,  tlio  Meeting  wad  :i*l- 
j.  uracil.*  1 * 

Xho  ollicial  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Meet- 
ing Joes  not  trive  the  name's  ot  any  ot  the  ninety  per- 
. ins  who  were  *aid  to  have  heeu  chosen  its  a “Com* 
*•  mitts-e  for  the  t bounty  of  Westchester and  a c:ireful 
search  f-.r  those  names,  in  other  contemporary  pub- 
li  .uions.  hits  been  rewarded  with  only  a partial 

, tile  Credential*  of  the  Deputies  to  the  Pro- 


vnu  iiil  < ‘ongress,  to  which  reference  lias  been  m:n 

re  veil!  the  named  of  the 

following : 

Davifi  Dan.1, 

George  Comb, 

Miles  Oakley, 

Micah  Townsend, 

John  G.  Graham, 

Benoui  Platt, 

Samuel  Drake, 

Frederic  Van  Cortlandt, 

Lewis  Morris, 

James  Varian, 

Jonathan  Platt,3 

Samuel  Haviland, 

Michael  Hays, 

Benjamin  Lyon, 

Samuel  Craw-ford, 

Robert  Bloomer, 

Gilbert  Thorn, 

William  Miller, 

Thomas  Thomas, 

Joshua  Ferris, 

James  Newman, 

Gilbert  Drake, 

Jonathan  G.  Tompkins, 

Chairman. 

It  will  he  evident  to  the  reader  that,  until  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  “Committee  for  the  County  of  West- 
chester,” by  the  Meeting  which  wits  held  at  the 
White  Plains,  on  the  eighth  of  May,  1775,  as  has  been 
already  stated,  there  had  not  been  even  the  slightest 
appearance  of  any  central  organization,  for  political 
purposes,  within  the  County  ; that,  until  they  were 
crowded  into  the  political  arena,  by  the  place-seekers 
who  were  among  them,  the  hardworking  farmers 
throughout  the  County  had  not  permitted  the 
political  questions  of  the  day  to  disturb  their  peaceful 
labors;  and  that  the  place-hunting  few,  as  insignifi- 
cant in  numbers  as  they  were  in  honest  patriotism, 

apparent  reason)  appended  to  the  Journal  of  the  Provincial  Convention, 
which  Convention  hud  adjourned  a week  before  the  Association  was 
written  and  before  it  was  known  that  any  reason  for  such  an  Association 
w.tri  imminent.  In  de  LartPev’s  .Vote*  to  Tones’s  History -of  Sne-York  dvr- 
imj  the  Revolutionary  War , i.,  505,  500,  it  has  been  again  re-printed,  this 
time  from  the  inaccurate  re-print  just  referred  to,  am),  of  course,  with 
its  imperfections,  together  with  a more  serious  omission  than  any  which 
that  had  presented. 

Judge  Jones,  in  his  History  of  Xcv:  York,  i, , 41— L>,  gave  a very  inter- 
esting account  of  the  Association  and  of  the  signing  of  it.  warmly 
tinted,  <-f  rum  -L-,  with  his  p uLar  biUmuos>  ; but,  ik.-v  griboiess,  he  is 
our  principal  authority  on  those  subjects. 

1 Thisstatenu'iit  >f  the  proceedings  of  the  Meeting  at  which  a Deputa- 
tion was  chosen  to  represent  Wesfchester-county,  in  the  first  Provincial 
Cqngtess^is  made  on  the  authority  of  tlie  official  report  of  that  Meeting, 
signed  by  “ Jambs  Van  Conn Chair  man  for  the  l>ay and  pub. 
IIsIhmI  in  Hiving  ton'*  Xu  w- York  Gazetteer,  So.  ION,  Nf.w-York,  Thursday, 
■May  11,  1775  ; and  on  that  of  the  Credential *,  signed  by  each  of  the 
twenty-three  Members  of  the  Committee  for  the  County  who  were  then 
present,  which  CredcntUds  have  been  preserved  among  Credential*  of 
h'  legatcs,  in  the  Historical  Manuscript*,  relating  to  the  Hhr  of  the  Recoln- 
in  the  Secretary  of  State’s  Office  at  Albany,  Volume  XXIV.,  l'age 

■ The.  Provincial  Congress,  ou  the  twenty-ninth  of  June,  1775,  issued 
a Warrant  to  David  Dan,  as  First  Lieutenant,  under  Captain  Jonathan 
Piatt. 

1 The  Provincial  Congress,  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  June,  1775,  issued 
a W arrant  to  Jonathan  Platt,  its  Captain 


did  not  constitute  even  ;i  respectable  minority  of  those 
who  were  bends  of  families  and  householders,  through- 
out the  County.4  It  will  he  seen,  also,  that  the  Mor- 
ris family,  strengthened  by  its  alliance  with  its  kindred 
family  of  Graham,  had  fully  -entrenched  itself,  as 
the  political  head  of  the  County  ; and  it  will  be  par- 
ticularly noticed  of  what  kind  of  material  Delegates 
were  made,  even  at  that  early  period  of  the  revolu- 
tionary movement  in  Westehester-county,  the  most 
ill-disguised  monarchists  and  even  otlice-holders 
holding  Commissions  under  the  Crown,  from  among 
the  non-producing  class  in  that  purely  agricultural 
community,  boldly,  if  not  audaciously,  assuming  to 
be  in  harmony  with  the  industrial  masses  whom  they 
really  despised,  and  crowding  forward,  in  their  greed 
for  place  and  emoluments,  to  seize  whatever  oppor- 
tunity for  advancement,  their  ingenuity  and  their 
superior  intelligence  should  place  within  their 
reach. 

If  a mere  handful  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  County, 
who  neither  possessed  nor  claimed  to  possess  any 
legal  qualifications  whatever  to  do  such  an  act;  who 
did  not  act  nor  claim  to  act  under  the  guidance  of 
any  thing  except  its  own  unrighteous  impulses ; aud 
who  neither  possessed  nor  claimed  to  possess  even  a 
shadow  of  delegated  authority  from  any  one,  within 
or  without  the  County,  to  do  any  such  acts  or  any 
others,  with  the  authority  and  in  the  name  of  the 
County,  can  be  said,  with  even  a semblance  of  truth,  to 
have  really  done  so,  the  ancient  and  entirely  conser- 
vative County  of  Westchester,  by  the  revolutionary  ac- 
tion at  the  Meeting  at  the  White  Plains,  on  the  eighth  of 
May,  was  wheeled  into  the  front  line  of  the  Rebellion, 


* In  all  which  hits  been  written  concerning  the  political  affair^  ot" 
Westchester-county,  prior  to  tho  first  Session  of  the  First  Provincial  Con- 
gress, which  assembled  on  the  twenty-second  of  May,  1775,  as  far  as  we 
have  knowledge  on  the  subject,  only  fifty-one  persons  have  been  named, 
as  residents  of  that  County,  who  favored  the  re\ obit ioiuiry  proceedings 
recommended  by  the  Continental  Congress  of  177-1.  Of  these  fifty-one, 
two  were  Representatives  in  the  General  Assembly — one  of  them,  was, 
then,  the  County  Judge,  under  the  Royal  Government.  Of  the  remain- 
ing forty-nine,  one  ruse  no  higher  than  a place  in  tho  Committee  of  his 
Town  ; six  were  satisfied  with  only  places  on  the  Committee  of  the 
County,  in  whom,  however,  great  power  in  local  matters  was  vested, 
and  by  w horn  much  money  was  disbursed  for  the  support  of  prisoners  of 
war  quartered  in  their  vicinities  ; one  aspired  to  both  the  Town  and 
County  Committees,  aud  held  seats  in  both  ; three  were  given  nothing 
else  than  Comrui-ssious  in  tho  R^gimenta.  of  the  County  ; eleven  held 
various  Civil  Offices,  as  well  as  Commissions  in  tho  Regiments  of  tho 
Comity;  one  held  a seat  in  tho  Provincial  Congress,  and  was  cud  nted 
w ith  that  single  place  ; sixteen  held  seats  in  one  or  more  of  the  Provin- 
cial Congresses,  together  with  other  places,  at  the  same  time  or  subse- 
quently ; five  became  discontented  with  their  associations,  and  were 
accused  of  being  loyalists,  and  were  prosecuted  as  such  ; leaving  only 
five  of  the  entire  forty-nine  who  did  not,  as  far  as  we  have  knowledge, 
accept  places  of  either  authority  or  emolument.  Even  the  Secretary  of 
t lie  first  County  Committee  looked  out  for  the  profits  of  official  station, 
and  secured,  through  his  associations,  some  of  the  fat  things  of  place — 
Mi cah  Townsend,  the  Clerk  of  the  first  County-Committee,  secured  the 
command  of  a Company  of  Colonial  Troops,  early  in  177b  ; and  he 
was,  in  other  respects,  well  provided  for,  during  that  era  of  distress  and 
ruin. 

The  reader  may  judgu  from  this  exhibit  how  much  of  genuine  patriot- 
ism and  how'  much  of  personal  selfishness,  controlled  tho  revolutionary 
politics  of  Westchester-Founty,  177-1-75. 
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abreast  of  the  most  ailvunced  of  the  anarchists  of  that 
period  ; and  if,  without  a semblance  of  that  “consent” 
of  which  st>  much  had  been  said  and  written,  as  a pre- 
requisite to  any  change  of  government — without,  also, 
any  of  those  qualifications  in  itself  and  authorities 
from  others,  of  which  mention  has  been  made — the  j 
same  handful  of  new-born  revolutionists,  at  the  same 
time,  can  be  said  to  have  really  done  so,  the  alle- 
giance of  the  great  body  of  the  anti-revolutionary 
farmers  of  that  County,  and  there  were  no  others,  to  | 
its  Sovereign,  was  violated,  if  not  abrogated,  and  all  ; 
.the  obligations  of  that  great  body  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  County,  to  obey  the  legally  established  Gov-  j 
ernments  and  the  legally  enacted  Laws  of  the  Conn-  I 
try,  were  dissolved,  and  all  were  made  subject,  in-  | 
stead,  to  that  self-constituted  County  Committee  | 
which  was  then  organized  and  taking  its  first  step  in  j 
Rebellion  ; to  the  proposed  Congress  of  the  Colony,  in 
whom  was  to  be  vested  absolute,  unrestrained  author- 
ity, in  all  classes  of  governmental  affairs  relating  only 
to  the  Colony  of  New  York  ; and  to  the  coming 
second  Continental  Congress,  in  whom,  also,  a simi- 
larly absolute,  unrestrained  authority,  on  every  con- 
ceivable subject,  within  each  and  every  of  the  several 
Colonies,  would,  also,  be  seated;  and,  therefore,  every 
one  of  those  peaceful  and  peacefully  inclined  farmers 
and  every  member  of  their  respective  families  were,  j 
by  that  handful  of  revolutionists,  insignificant  in  j 
numbers  and  only  tools  in  the  hands  of  an  unprinci- 
pled master  mischief-maker,  made  subject,  nolens 
vo/ens,  to  '•  every  edict  which  should  be  pro- 
mulgated by  either  of  those  three  self-constituted, 
unrestrained,  revolutionary  bodies  ; to  whatever  they 
or  either  of  them  should  determine,  no  matter  how 
monstrous  its  character  might  be  ; and,  very  often,  to  j 
whatever  individual  members  of  one  or  other  of  those  j 
bodies,  intoxicated  with  the  possession  of  a power  to 
which,  previously,  they  had  been  strangers  and  revel- 
ing in  a despotism  to  which  the  Colony  had  not,  at 
any  period  of  its  existence,  been  subjected,  should  de- 
mand and  require. 

With  those  partisan  catchwords  and  political 
maxims  which,  a very  short  time  previously,  had 
filled  the  air  with  their  noisiness,  before  the  reader,  i 
he  will  readily  determine  how  much  of  even  revo- 
lutionary consistency  and  propriety  and  integrity 
there  was  in  those  doings  which  are  now  under 
consideration  ; but,  among  such  as  those  by  whom 
those  doingk  were  inaugurated  and  conducted — 
among  those  whose  aims  were  only  personal  anil 
selfish  and  wholly  regardless  of  every  other  principle 
whatever  than  that  of  self-aggrandizement;  among  j 
whom  the  supremacy  of  the  general  good  of  the  j 
great  body  of  the  Colony  or  of  the  Continent — the  [ 
“patriotism”  of  poets,  of  professional  politicians,  and  | 
of  exuberant  eulogists— was  only  a toy  intended  for  j 
nothing  else  than  for  the  temporary  amusement  ol  j 
their  gaping,  credulous  auditory,  while  the  political  \ 
prestidigitator  who  presided  over  the  show,  bedizened  j 


with  the  fin-el  which  was  not  what  it  seemed  to  be, 
was  sci  retL  perfecting  the  juggle  which  was  intended 
to  deceive  all  others  than  those  w ho  were  participants 
in  the  performance  and  sharers  in  the  profits  to  lie  de- 
rived from  it. — neither  consistency  nor  propriety  nor 
integrity  was  regarded  or  even  thought  of,  the  cupid- 
ity of  the  end  entirely  justified  the  unrighteousness 
of  the  means;  and  new  governing  powers  and  new 
rules  of  conduct  and  new  methods  took  their  places 
in  every  Town,  throughout  the  County;  and  old  obli- 
gations were  disregarded,  and  old  guaranties  were  ab- 
rogated, and  the  safety  of  persons  and  of  properties 
rested  on  other  foundations  than  those  which  were 
known  to  and  depended  on  by  those  of  an  earlier 
period. 

The  American  Revolution  had  finished  its  work 
and  was  ended  : the  long-established  Government  of 
Law  had  been  crowded  aside  and,  in  fact  if  not  en- 
tirely in  form,  had  given  place  to  a new  Government 
of  arbitrary,  unbridled  Force:  thenceforth,  the  peace 
of  the  County  and  the  rights  of  Individuals  and  of 
Property,  within  the  County,  sacredly  respected  even 
under  a Monarchy,  were  held  only  by  those  who  pos- 
sessed them,  subject  to  the  unrestrained  will  of  the 
stronger. 

The  careful  reader  will  not  have  failed  to  see,  in 
what  has  been  written  in  this  narrative  and  in  the 
testimony  which  has  been  adduced  to  sustain  it,  the 
stern  fact  that,  as  far  as  the  Colony  of  New  Y'ork 
was  concerned,  and  we  write  of  no  other  Colony,  the 
opposition  to  the  measures  of  the  Home  Govermeut, 
from  1763  until  the  Spring  of  1775,  which,  subsequent- 
ly, became  more  widely  known  as  The  American 
Revolution,  was  not,  in  the  slightest  degree,  the 
outcome  of  a popular  movement,  in  which  the  great 
bod}'  of  the  Colonists  or  any  considerable  portion  of 
it  arose  in  opposition  to  a wrong,  inflicted  or  sought 
to  be  inflicted  by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  or 
by  any  other  body,  on  the  Colony  or  on  any  individ- 
ual member  of  it,  as  has  been  rhetorically  pretended, 
by  orators  and  poets  and  historians,  from  that  day 
until  the  present ; but,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  origin- 
ated in  the  City  of  New  York,  among  those  of  the 
commercial  and  mercantile  classes,  relatively  few  in 
number,  whom,  by  reason  of  their  greater  wealth  or 
of  their  higher  social  standing,  we  may  properly  re- 
gard, as  they  were  regarded  by  themselves,  as  the 
aristocracy  of  the  Colony — with  few,  if  any  excep- 
tions, they  were  those  wealthy  and  enterprising 
Merchants,  of  various  names  and  families  and  parties 
and  sects  and  nationalities,  each  of  whom  had  sunk, 
for  all  the  purposes  of  that  particular  movement, 
whatever  of  individual  or  family  or  partisan  or  sec- 
tarian or  national  animosity,  against  others,  he  pos- 
sessed, combined  and  acting  in  a common  opposition 
to  all  those  measures  of  the  Home  Government  which 
had  tended  to  break  down  the  unblushing  lawlessness 
of  those  confederated  Merchants,  in  their  entire  dis- 
regard of  the  Navigation  and  Revenue  Laws  of  the 
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j'  •.ire,  and  to  on force  on  pu  li  of  those  Merchants, 
j.|  ,;is  iii'li vi<lti  il  l > a ' i i : • -i,  tii  i!  lienee  to  the  Laws 
which  would  be  no  more  than  his  reasonable  duty,  | 
while  it  would  also  tend  to  the  suppression  of  tlmt  : 
corruption  of  die  local  Revenue-otlicers  and  of  that  | 
pt  nernl  praeu-<  of  Smuggling  from  which  lie  was  so  i 
complacent lv  acquiring  wealth  and  influence.  Except  1 
„ in  thrse  aristocratic  Smugglers  employed  their 
*!nj - i revvs  and  the  hnbituit  of  the  docks  and  slums  | 
of  the  Cite,  for  purposes  of  intimidation  and  political 
cihct,  the  unfranchised  massesof  the  Colonists  in  the  j 
iMiMilrv  as  well  as  in  the  City,  with  very  rare  excep- 
tif.ic  , and  the  Freeholders  of  small  estates  and  those 
Freeholders,  of  either  large  or  small  degree,  who  pos- 
sessed no  pecuniary  interest  in  the  foreign  commerce 
of  the  Port,  whether  inhabitants  of  the  City  or  of  the 
rural  Counties,  had  no  part  nor  lot  in  the  inception 
nr  in  die  organization  or  in  the  promotion  of  that 
opposition  to  the  Home  Government  which,  subse- 
quently, in  its  more  advanced  stages,  became  known, 
at  home  and  abroad,  as  Tiie  American  Revolu- 
tion. 

In  fact,  while  the  aristocracy  of  the  Colony  was 
thus  confederating  and  consolidating  discordant  ele- 
ments and  plotting  and  breeding  disaffection  to  the 
Mother  Country,  the  unfranchised  Mechanics  and 
Working-men,  residents  of  the  City  and  toilers 
for  their  daily  bread,  with  occasional  exceptions,  pur- 
sued their  respective  industrial  vocations,  peacefully 
and  industriously,  without  taking  any  greater  interest 
in  the  anxieties  of  their  aristocratic  neighbors  than 
those  “well-born”  “Gentlemen  in  Trade”  were 
taking  in  their  welfare  or  in  that  of  their  respective 
families;  while  the  great  body  of  those  who  occupied 
the  rural  Counties  of  the  Colony,  aiso  hard-working 
and  peacefully  inclined,  knew  little  of  and  cared  less 
for  wliat  was  then  disturbing  the  previously  well- 
sustained  quiet  of  the  metropolitan  counting-rooms. 

It  is,  indeed,  true,  in  this  connection,  that  the  aris- 
tocratic Merchants  and  Ship-owners,  in  the  City  of 
New  York,  had  been,  during  many  years,  more  or 
less  reasonably  aggrieved  by  reason  of  the  govern- 
mental interference  with  their  well-established  and 
very  profitable  “illicit  trade.”  to  which  reference  has 
been  made:  it  is  also  true  that,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
fi noticing  and,  if  possible,  of  intimidating  the  Home 
Government,  in  tlieir opposition  to  that  Home  Gov-  I 
eminent,  because  of  those  assumed  grievances,  those  j 
high-toned  lawbreakers  had  repeatedly  resorted  to  ; 
the  desperate  means  of,  first,  appealing  to  the  maxims  j 
and  the  teachings  of  the  fundamental  law;  of  employ-  j 
ing  the  former  for  their  partisan  slogan,  and  the  latter 
for  the  foundations  of  their  passionate  appeals;  and, 
sometimes,  second,  of  employing,  directly  or  indirectly,  j 
the  floating  and  the  less  respectable  portions  of  the  j 
population  of  the  City,  as  supernumeraries  on  the  stage  j 
on  which  they  were  acting  their  several  parts  in  the  j 
drama  of  theirseeming  patriotism— means  w hich  were  j 
a-  unreal,  in  their  hands, as  their  own  “ patrolism,”  so  I 
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called,  was  deceptive  ; and.  particularly,  in  the  last- 
nieii l ioued  of  the  two  means  employed,  as  hazardous 
as  it  was  fraudulent- — hut  it  is  a Bo  true  that,  while  the 
maxims  and  the  teachings  of  the  fundamental  law 
which  they  so  freely  bandied,  were  only  words  of 
convenience,  meaning  nothing  beyond  the  end  for 
securing  which  they  had  been  thus  employed,  their 
auxiliaries,  thus  enlisted  from  among  the  unfranchised 
and  lowly,  if  not  from  among  the  vicious,  were,  by 
those  who  employed  them,  only  regarded  as  temporary 
employees,  engaged  for  the  performance  of  particular 
services,  of  more  or  less  danger  and  lawlessness  ; and 
not  as  common  heirs  to  a common  inheritance  for 
which  both  they  and  those  w ho  had  thus  employed 
them,  as  parties  possessing  an  equal  interest  therein — 
as  the  maxims  and  the  teachings  of  the  fundamental 
law,  with  which  both  the  employers  and  the  em- 
ployees, in  this  instance,  were  familiar,  had  clearly 
indicated  to  both — were  jointly  contending. 

The  American  Revolution,  as  we  said  in  the  begin- 
ning, originated,  not  in  a popular  movement  of  the 
great  body  of  the  Colonists,  nor  in  any  considerable 
number  of  those  Colonists,  in  opposition  to  a wrong, 
inflicted  or  sought  to  be  inflicted  by  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain  or  by  any  other  body,  on  the  Colony  or 
-op.  any  individual  member  of  it,  but  the  commercial 
and  mercantile  classes,  in  the  City  of  New'  York,  the 
aristocracy  of  the  Colony,  in  their  desperate  efforts  to 
shelter  “ the  illicit  Trade  ” — the  Smuggling — in  which 
they  had  been  so  long  and  so  profitably  employed, 
from  the  obstructions,  more  than  ordinarily  effective, 
which  the  Home  Government  had  raised  against  it, 
subsequent  to  the  establishment  of  the  Peace,  in 
1763.  As  we  have  said,  also,  the  elaborate  essays  on 
the  “Rights  of  Man  and  of  Englishmen,”  on  the 
“consent”  which  was  necessary  in  order  to  give 
validity  to  Laws,  and,  generally,  on  the  assumed 
grievances  to  which  the  Colonists  had  been  subjected, 
all  of  fhem  the  productions  of  well-paid  Counsel  or 
other  interested  writers,  w ith  which  the  newspapers 
of  that  period  were  filled  to  overflowing,  were  nothing 
else  than  means  employed  for  the  protection  of  that 
prolific,  but  corrupt,  source  of  the  wealth  of  the  Mer- 
chants of  the  City  of  New  York;  and  the  yells  and 
the  outrages,  inflicted  on. both  persons  and  properties, 
of  those  who  had  been  employed  to  give  effect  to 
those  labored  arguments  of  the  press,  by  what  were 
assumed  to  have  been  spontaneous  outbursts  of  popu- 
lar resentment  against  the  usurpations  of  the  Home 
Government — usurpations  of  individual  rights,  by 
the  way,  which  were  only  the  same  as  those  which 
were  subsequently  inflicted,  in  every  State,  on  those 
who  were  not  Freeholders;  and  which  the  Constitu- 
tion for  the  United  States  has  always  inflicted  and 
continues  to  inflict  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  several 
Territories,  who  have  always  been  and  who  are,  now, 
taxed  without  having  consented  to  any  such  taxation, 
their  Delegates  in  tiie  federal  Congress  having  ha  1 no 
right,  at  any  time,  to  vote  on  any  question  whatever 
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— were  no  more  than  additional  instrumentalities  in 
the  hands  of  wealthy  and  unprincipled  lawbreakers,  j 
■Smugglers,  employed  for  the  purpose  of  sheltering  j 
those  aristocratic  culprits  from  the  penalties  which  J 
the  Revenue-laws  had  imposed  on  them  and,  if  possi- 
ble, of  enabling  them  to  continue,  with  impunity,  j 
those  flagrant  violations  of  morality  and  of  Law  ] 
which  nten  of  less  wealth  and  influence  could  not 
have  committed  without  having  been  exposed  to  fine  1 
and  imprisonment  and  confiscation  of  property.  This, 
and  nothing  else,  in  fact,  constituted  the  beginning  of  : 
what  has  been,  more  recently,  unduly  elevated  to  the  j 
dignity  of  a popular  patriotic  uprising,  in  support  of  j 
violated  Rights  and  for  the  preservation  of  the  Colo-  i 
nies  from  governmental  devastation  and  ruin;  and  j 
this,  in  its  various  phases,  was  all  there  was  of  that  | 
notable  Revolution,  until  the  “ fire-eaters”  of  hlassa-  { 
chusetts  and  Virginia,  members  of  the  Continental  j 
Congress  of  1774,  seized  the  control  of  that  body,  | 
which  had  been  convened  for  nothing  else  than  for  j 
the  promotion  of  reconciliation  and  harmony  and  j 
peace,  and  transformed  it  into  an  instrumentality  of  ; 
lawless  violence,  of  internal  strife,  and  of  a disastrous 
Rebellion. 

The  cartful  reader  will  not  have  failed  to  see,  also,  j 
in  what  has  been  written'  in  this  narrative  and  in  the  ! 
testimony  which  has  been  adduced  to  sustain  it,  that,  \ 

" # . j 

while  honesty  and  integrity  and  humanity  and  pa-  j 
triotism  formed  no  portion  of  the  motives  which  led 
the  aristocratic  Smugglers,  in  the  City  of  New  York, 
to  inaugurate  aud  to  sustain  a general  disaffection 
against  the  Home  Government;  and  while  their 
aims,  in  thus  creating  and  fostering  a general  discon- 
tent among  the  Colonists,  were  purely  temporary  and 
selfish,  intended  for  nothing  else  than  to  perpetuate  i 
their  own  immediate  opportunities  to  make  gain  at 
the  expense  of  the  Laws  and  the  morals  of  the  I 
Colour,  the  methods  which  those  influential  “Gen-  j 
“ tlemen  in  Trade  ” employed  for  the  promotion  of  j 
those  individual  and  unholy  purposes,  were  better  I 
calculated  for  the  production  of  permanent  than  for 
that  of  temporary  results,  since  they  were  employed 
among  those,  no  matter  how  homely  they  were,  whose  j 
recognized  leaders  were  already  well-schooled  in  the  j 
theories  of  political  science,  which  had  been  employed 
for  the  texts  of  every  political  essaj  aud  of  every 
partisan  harangue,  for  years  past,  and  who,  besides  ; 
having  been  politically  ambitious,  were,  also,  very  ! 
shrewd  aud  very  energetic  men ; and,  as  wealth  and  a j 
long  and  successful  career  in  crime  are  frequently 
productive  of  that  arrogance  and  of  that  recklessness 
in  the  selection  and  employment  of  means,  either  for  j 
the  perpetuation  of  the  opportunities  for  wrong-doing 
or  for  the  protection  of  the  offender  from  the  penalties  J 
of  an  outraged  Law,  which  tend,  more  surely,  to  the 
production  of  disaster  than  to  that  of  success,  so  the 
wealthy  aud  aristocratic  culprits,  in  the  City  of  Yew 
York,  to  whom  we  have -referred,  in  the  instance  now- 
under  consideration,  through  the  means  which  they 


had  emploved  for  the  intimidation  of  the  Home 
Government  and  by  their  own  persistent  selfish- 
ness, gradually  produced  a new  and  powerful  poli  i- 
cal  element,  adverse  to  their  own  pretensions  to 
exclusiveness,  to  which  they  had  been,  previously, 
strangers.  Their  want  of  abilities,  as  navigators  on 
the  troubled  waters  of  Colonial  politics,  was  painlully 
evident  to  all  others  than  to  themselves;  and  the  ad- 
verse power  of  the  new-formed  political  element  was 
haughtily  disregarded,  until  it  had  become  so  well 
established  that  it  was  enabled  not  only  to  assert  but 
to  maintain  its  standing. 

The  character  and  influence  of  that  new  factor  in 
Colonial  politics,  during  the  revolutionary  era,  require 
a few  words  concerning  its  origin,  beyond  what  we 
have  already  said  of  it. 

The  outlay  of  wealth  can  generally  secure  ingenious 
advocates  for  any  cause,  no  matter  how  unsavory  it 
may  be;  and,  in  that  of  the  confederated  aristocratic 
Smugglers  of  the  City  of  New  York,  of  which  men- 
tion has  been  made,  well-paid  Counsel  and  ready 
writers  for  tlie  newspapers,  in  their  eagerness  to  sup- 
port their  wealthy  and  liberal  connections  and  clients, 
in  their  systematic  violation  of  the  written  Law  of 
the  land  and  in  their  determined  struggle  to  retain 
the  “illicit  trade’’  in  which  they  were  so  profitably 
engaged,  in  the  absence  of  better  authorities  for  the 
support  of  their  impassioned  rhetoric,  were  obliged  to 
resort  to  the  fundamental  and  ill-defined  theories  of 
political  science,  with  which,  through  long-continued 
iteration,  the  entire  body  of  the  inhabitants,  the  un- 
franchised as  well  as  ihe  franchised,  had  already 
become  well  acquainted;  and,  in  their  purposes  to 
oppose  the  Home  Government  and  to  shelter  their 
opulent  employers,  those  who  were  thus  employed, 
speakers  and  writers,  loudly  spoke  and  glibly  wrote 
of  “ the  natural  Rights  of  Man  ” and  of  “the  Rights 
“of  Englishmen,”  of  “ Magna  Charta and  of  “ repre- 
sentation,” and  of  “consent,”  without  the  slightest 
qualification,  as  if  every  man  and  every  Colonist  were 
intended  to  be  included  in  those  general  and  unquali- 
fied terms;  as  if  every  man  throughout  the  Colony 
were  intended  to  be  considered  the  equal  of  every 
other  man,  therein  and  elsewhere;  as  if  every 
Colonist  ol  every  sect  and  party  and  in  every  condi- 
tion of  life  were  entitled,  of  right,  to  be  recognized 
and  received  and  entertained,  as  an  equal,  socially 
and  politically  and  in  every  other  relation,  by  every 
other  Colonist,  of  high  or  of  low  degree — and,  without 
any  qualification,  those  popular  catchwords  with 
which  the  City  had  echoed,  year  after  year,  meant  all 
these,  if  they  meant  anything — all  of  which,  however, 
in  the  spirit  in  which  they  had  been  uttered,  were 
audacious  fictions,  spoken  or  written  in  the  interest 
of  those  who  had  resorted  to  them,  only  tor  deceitful 
and  illegal  and  immoral  purposes,  as  would  have  been 
quickly  seen  had  “the  poor  reptiles”  who  had  con- 
stituted that  lowly  mass  of  unfranehised  Working- 
men, directly  and  unreservedly,  at  any  time,  during 
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t(.»t  loti tr  period,  pr<*«u m‘c<l  to  have  assorted,  tor 
t !n’-- oels'fs,  their  own  manhood,  and  to  have  claimed, 
fur  themselves,  those  Rights  which  had  heen  spe- 
cinii'l v conceded  as  having  properly  belonged  to 
them  as  inm  iv  as  to  any  others.  In  the  progress  of 
events,  however,  s illier  on  their  own  motion  or  on 
that  of  their  ambitious  leaders — the  latter,  generally 
of  those  who,  before  the  confederation  of  all  parries 
in  an  opposition  to  the  Colonial  policy  of  the  Home 
th.\ eminent,  had  been  of  the  minority,  among  the 
Colonial  politicians — these  Working-men  had  coal- 
men, ed  to  measure  their  own  lowliness  and  their  own 
political  insignificance  with  the  standards  which  had 
h,on  placed  in  their  hands,  by  their  aristocratic 
neighbors,  for  other  purposes;  to  assert  their  own 
political  manhood;  and  to  demand  a hearing  in  even 
the  local  politics  of  the  day;  and  in  the  efforts  which 
were  made  by  the  confederated  aristocracy  of  the 
City,  to  relegate  that  new-born  and  growing  power — 
the  growing  power  of  the  great  body  of  the  Mechanics 
and  Working-men,  throughout  the  Colony — back  to 
its  normal  obscurity  and  political  iusiguifieance,  may 
be  seen  the  beginning  of  that  ceaseless  conflict 
between  the  aristocratic  and  the  democratic  ele- 
ments of  this  mighty  Commonwealth,  which,  hav- 
ing been  continued  from  father  to  son,  is  not  yet 
ended. 

As  we  have  already  intimated,  the  confederated 
aristocracy  of  New  York  witnessed  the  appearance  of 
that  new  element  in  the  politics  of  the  Colony,  with 
anxiety  and  alarm  ; and  it  evidently  noticed,  also, 
the  constituent  parts  of  it,  and  duly  measured  its 
probable  strength,  and  judiciously  determined  that, 
in  opposing  it,  “art”  would  be  better  suited  to  ensure 
success  ; than  anything  of  a seemingly  unfriendly 
character  would  be — in  other  words,  that  what  ap- 
peared to  be  concessions  to  the  working-classes  should 
be  made,  but  with  sufficient  of  modifications,  in 
reserve,  to  neutralize  the  effect  of  those  seeming  con- 
cessions; and  to  continue,  without  abatement,  the 
control  of  the  confederated  party  of  the  Opposition  to 
the  Home  Government,  in  the  Colony,  in  those  aris- 
tocratic hands  which  already  possessed  it.  Indeed, 
the  high-toned  “Gentlemen  in  Trade,”  guided  by 
their  acute  legal  and  political  advisers,  John  Jay  and 
James  Duane,  determined  to  continue  the  same  sys- 
tem of  contemptuous  deceit  and  treachery  which  had 
characterized  all  their  previous  political  intercourse 
with  the  Working-men  of  the  Colony;  and,  in  doing 
so,  they  very  clearly  indicated,  a second  time,  how 
ill-qualified  they  were  to  navigate  the  troubled  waters 
of  Colonial  politics. 

The  first  formal  organization  of  those  who  were  in 
confederated  opposition  to  the  Home  Government  of 
that  period,  which  was  made  within  the  City  of  New 
^ ’irk  and,  probably,  within  the  Colony — the  Caucus  of 
the  confederated  Merchants,  at  Sam.  Francis’s,  in 
May,  1774,  which  had  been  evidently  assembled  under 
the  inspiration  of  James  Duane  and  John  Jay,  who 


were  not  Merchants,  hut  Lawyers — was  really  intended 
; quite  as  much  for  the  adoption  of  measures  which 
j should  practically  rebuke,  the  evidently  growingsen.se 
■ of  their  own  political  power  which  has  heen  recently 
seen  arising  among  the  Working-men  and  the  lowly, 
throughout  the  City,  if  for  nothing  else,  as  for  the 
j adoption  of  measures  in  further  opposition  to  the 
! Home  Government,  to  which  it  was  nominally  de- 
voted; and,  by  adroitness  in  their  management  of  the 
movement — the  master-spirits  of  that  aristocratic  as- 
semblage were  not  novices  in  political  chicanery — 
while  they  really  secured,  more  firmly  than  ever,  the 
controlling  authority  in  the  confederated  Opposition 
i to  the  Homo  Government,  in  the  aristocracy  of  the 
! Colony,  those  master-spirits  not  only  laid  the  founda- 
tions of  their  own  and  their  family’s  further  advance- 
ment, but  they,  also,  so  Jar  placated  the  disaffected 
Working-men,  by  making  the  greater  number  of  their 
leaders  a helpless  and  powerless  minority  in  the  pro- 
posed Committee  of  Fifty-one,  that  peace  and  harmony 
ot  action,  thoroughout  the  entire  Opposition,  were  im- 
mediately restored — they  had  again  deceived  the 
j masses  of  the  people  ; and,  once  more,  a share  of  that 
confidence  which  those  lowly  masses  had  reposed  in 
their  aristocratic  neighbors,  was  entirely  forfeited. 
Although  that  new-born  element  was  represented  in 
that  Committee  of  Fifty-one,  its  representatives  were 
in  a powerless  minority  ; and  whatever  was  done  in 
that  body,  whether  the  representatives  of  the  Work- 
ing-men assented  or  dissented,  was,  therefore,  in  fact, 
nothing  else  than  the  act  of  the  confederated  aristoc- 
racy. It  was  uot  long,  however,  before  that  fraudu- 
lent treatment  of  the  Working-men  produced  “the 
“great  Meeting  in  the  Fields,”  and  the  dissolution  of 
that  incongruous  alliance,  and  the  resumption  of  the 
antagonism  of  the  masses  ; and  it  was  not  long,  also, 
before  the  confederation  of  the  aristocracy  itself, 
within  as  well  as  without  the  Committee  of  Fifty-one, 
was  broken  by  the  defection  of  those  who  had  beeu 
the  master-spirits  of  the  organization,  who,  for  the 
advancement  of  their  own  and  their  family’s  aspira- 
tions for  place  and  emolument,  had  become  as  un- 
faithful to  their  aristocratic  associates  in  the  Com- 
mittee and  to  the  political  principles  which  that  Com- 
mittee had  so  resolutely  maintained,  as  they  and  those 
whom  they  had  controlled  and  guided,  in  the  Com- 
mittee, a few  weeks  previously,  had  been,  to  the  great 
body  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  City,  by  whom  that 
Committee  had  been  really  created  and  vested  with 
authority  to  represent  the  entire  body  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, within  the  City  of  New  York.  There  was  no 
abatement  of  the  previously  united  opposition  to 
the  demands  of  the  Working-men,  however ; and  in 
each  of  the  new-formed  factions  of  the  confederated 
aristocratic  Opposition  to  the  Home  Government  and 
in  all  which  they  or  either  of  them  did,  there  was  the 
same  eutire  disregard  of  the  political  rights  of  the 
Working-men,  then  without  leaders,  which  had  been 
so  clearly  conspicuous  in  all  the  actions  of  the  aristoc- 
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racy,  from  the  beginning  of  tlie  political  troubles, 
within  the  Colony. 

The  reader  has  been  made  acquainted  with  the 
successful  opposition  which  the  Committee  of  Fifty- 
one  had  made  to  the  [dan  of  operations  which  the 
Boston-men  had  proposed  and  insisted  on  ; and  with 
the  successful  establishment,  instead,  of  its  own  pro- 
tect to  call  a Congress  of  the  several  Colonies,  for  con- 
sultation and  for  the  promotion  of  harmony,  in  the 
party  of  the  Opposition,  throughout  the  Continent. 
He  will  remember,  also,  the  narrative  of  the  refusal  of 
the  Committee  of  Fifty-one  to  permit  the  Mechanics 
and  Working-men  to  be  represented  on  the  ticket  for 
D olegates  to  the  Congress  of  the  Colonies  which  it 
had  proposed,  and  that  of  the  consequent  failure  to 
elect  its  proposed  Delegation,  when  its  ticket  was 
submitted  to  t lie  body  of  the  Freeholders  and  Free- 
men of  the  City,  at  the  Polls.  He  will  remember, 
also,  what  has  been  said  of  the  various  movements 
and  counter-movements  of  the  rival  factions,  after  the 
defeat  of  the  Committee’s  candidates ; of  the  treachery 
to  the  Committee  who  had  nominated  them  and  to 
their  aristocratic  associates,  of  four  of  the  five  candi- 
dates of  the  Committee;  of  the  consequent  election  of 
those  five  candidates,  in  the  absence  of  any  other 
candidates,  by  the  unitedsupport,  at.  the  Polls,  of  por- 
tions of  both  the  aristocratic  aud  democratic  elements; 
of  the  assembling  of  the  proposed  Continental  Con- 
gress, in  which  there  was  not  a single  representative 
who  was  in  sympathy  with  or  who  honestly  repre- 
sented the  working  masses  of  the  Colonists ; of  the 
seizure  of  the  control  of  that  Congress  by  th'e“  fire- 
-eaters” of  Massachusetts  and  Virginia  and  South 
Carolina,  and  the  consequent  transformation  of  it, 
from  the  instrument  for  the  promotion  of  reconcilia- 
tion and  peace,  for  which  it  had  been  specifically 
created  and  put  in  motion,  into  one  for  the  promotion 
of  rebellion  and  bloodshed,  which  was  utterly  obnox- 
ious to  all,  except  a very  few,  of  the  Colonists  through- 
out the  Continent ; of  the  entire  neglect,  by  that  Con- 
gress, to  seek  that  redress  of  the  grievances  of  the  Col- 
onists from  those  by  whom,  only,  such  a redress  could 
have  been  made,  notwithstanding  it  was  for  that  par- 
ticular purpose  the  Congress  had  been  convened,  and 
notwithstanding  such  a reconciliation  was  what  was 
most  earnestly  desired  *'  by  all  good  men  ; ” and  of 
the  readiness  of  that  Congress  to  inaugurate  a system 
of  violence,  in  each  of  the  Colonies,  for  which  it  af- 
forded ample  warrants.  Fie  will  remember,  also, 
what  has  been  stated  concerning  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Colony  ; its  organization  ; its  bold  and  deter- 
mined opposition  to  the  obnoxious  Colonial  policy  of 
the  Home  Government ; its  sturdy  refusal  to  become 
auxiliary  to  or  identified  with  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, notwithstanding  it  was  not  less  determined  in 
its  opposition  to  the  Ministry  ; its  measures  for  secur- 
ing from  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  the  only 
body  from  whom  it  could  be  obtained,  a complete  re- 
dress of  what  the  Colonists  regarded  as  grievances; 


and  the  unsuccessful  result  of  its  cli'orts,  in  that  com- 
mendable undertaking,  only  by  reason  of  the  boldness 
of  its  declarations  and  of  the  audacity  of  its  preten- 
sions to  rank,  as  the  legally  constituted  representa- 
tives of  a free  people,  notwithstanding  they  were  Col- 
onists. 

It  will  be  remembered  by  all  who  are  familiar  with 
the  history  of  Colonial  New  York,  however,  that,  al- 
though the  aristocracy  of  that  old  and  respectable  Col- 
ony had  always  been  consistent  and  united,  in  its  un- 
dcvialin'gedisregurd  of  the  real  political  rights  of  the 
working  masses,  those  in  the  rural  districts  as  well  as 
those  in  the  Cities,  there  had  been,  during  many  years 
before  the  period  of  which  we  write  [J/hy , 1775],  and 
there  was,  then,  a bitter  feud,  existing  within  itself, 
between  two  rival  families  and  their  respective  asso- 
ciated families  and  their  several  adherents.  It  will, 
also,  be  remembered  that,  during  a long  period  of 
years,  one  of  those  powerful  families  and  its  friends 
had  occupied  all  or  nearly  all  the  high  places  in  the 
Colonial  Government,  and  bad  dispensed  the  exten- 
sive patronage  of  that  Government  aud  disposed  of  its 
valuable  emoluments  among  those  who  were  known 
to  have  been  the  friends  and  adherents  of  the  family, 
agreeably  to  the  dictates  of  its  own  controlling  will; 
while  the  other  of  those  two  antagonistic  families  and 
those  who  had  been  its  friends  and  adherents,  during 
the  same  long  period,  had  uneasily  and  unsatisfac- 
torily reposed  on  nothing  else  than  on  their  own  rural 
respectability,  without  any  place  in  die  Government 
of  the  Colony,  without  any  of  that  influence  which 
place  had  afforded  so  bounteously  to  its  more  powerful 
rival,  and  without  any  of  those  emoluments  of  office 
which,  more  than  a’mostal!  else,  would  havebeenso  ex- 
ceedingly acceptable  to  every  Scotchman  and  to  every 
other  within  whose  veins  the  controlling  blood  was 
Scotch.  The  feud  between  the  De  Lanceys  and  the 
Livingstons,  in  Colonial  Yew  York,  is  matter  of  his- 
tory which  is  familiarly  known  to  every  New-Yorker 
who  is  reasonably  acquainted  with  the  history-  of  his 
own  country. 

When  the  Home  Government,  eager  to  reduce  the 
heavy  land-tax  to  which  the  country  gentlemen  of 
England  had  been  subjected  by  reason  of  the  demands 
of  that  Government,  in  its  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
War  with  France  and  Spain,  first  tightened  the  lines 
of" those  who  administered  the  Customs,  in  the  Col- 
onies, and  thereby  seriously  interfered  with  the  smug- 
gling in  which  every  class  of  the  local  aristocracy  was  so 
largely  and  so  profitably  engaged,  there  was  a common 
reason,  which  appealed  to  those  of  the  De  Lanceys  and 
those  of  the  Livingstons  with  equal  force,  for  an  op- 
position to  the  Home  Government,  in  which  those  of 
both  the  families  could  harmoniously  unite  and  from 
which  both  could  be  more  surely  benefitted;  and,  in 
accordance,  with  that  teaching  of  common  seuse,  that 
opposition  to  the  Home  Government,  of  which  tiro 
reader  has  been  told,  was  really  established  in  the 
City  of  Yew  York,  with  its  organized  Committee  of 
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Filtv-ntie  anil  its  more  uoto<l  Continental  Congress 
among  the  results  of  that  union. 

At  the  time  of  which  we  write,  the  threatened  dan-  , 
gcr  front  the  working  classes  ai>|ie:tre<l  to  have  been 
averted  ; the  Committee  of  Fifty-one,  or  those  who  had 
remained  in  it  alter  the  t r-  acherv  of  those  who  had 
used  n for  a -tepping-stone  to  something  of  greater 
influence,  had  slowly  retired  from  the  field  of  politi- 
cal action  and  had  been  dissolved  by  its  ow  n action  ; 
the  Continental  Congress  and  its  policy  and  its  meth-  , 
.•ds  bad  been  accepted  by  the  Livingstons  and  their 
friends  and  adherents  as  that  which  seemed  to  be  ; 
In-!  adapted  to  add  strength  to  their  hereditary  an-  : 
laconism  to  the  De  Lanceys  and  their  I'ritmds  and  ad- 
herents; the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  and  its  | 
policy  and  its  methods,  not  less  irt  opposition  to  the  i 
Coloninl  policy  of  the  Home  Government  than  the 
others,  had  been  accepted  by  the  De  Lanceys  and 
their  friends  and  adherents,  as  well  as  by  the  great 
bodv  of  the  Colonists,  throughout  the  entire  Colon v,  i 

* . , • i 

as  the  only  legitimate  exponent  of  the  will  of  the  Col-  i 
ony  and  the  only  one  which  could  reasonably  he  ex-  j 
peeted  to  obtain  a hearing  before  the  Home  Govern-  j 
incut  and  the  Parliament  and  the  people  of  Great  j 
Britain,  from  whom,  only,  a redress  of  the  grievances  i 
of  the  Colony  could  be  obtained  ; and  the  Colony  was  ! 
agaiu  made  the  witness  and  the  victim  of  a bitter  feud 
between  rival  families,  one  of  them  holding  and  the 
other  endeavoring  to  obtain  all  the  places  and  influ- 
ence and  emoluments  of  the  Colonial  Government.  A 
Delegation  of  twelve  had  been  elected,  by  a Conven- 
tion which  had  been  convened  for  that  purpose,  to  re- 
present the  Colony  in  a second  Congress  of  tiie  Col-  \ 
onies  ; and  of  that  Delegation,  two  were  Livingstons,  j 
two  were  of  those  who  had  married  Livingstons,  and  j 
two  others  were  assured  and  well-tried  supporters  of 
the  Livingston  interest.  The  excitement  which  was  j 
occasioned  by  “the  news  from  Lexington’’  had  j 
added  strength  to  the  friends  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress and  its  revolutionary  policy,  to  the  Livingston 
interests,  and  to  the  revolutionary  faction,  generally  ; 
and,  in  the  same  interests  and  with  the  same  revolu- 
tionary ends  in  view,  a Provincial  Congress  had  been 
called  and  elected,  although,  as  was  subsequently 
seen,  the  Deputies  thus  elected  were  not  always  pli- 
ant tools,  to  be  handled  by  a skilful  politician,  Im- 
purely partisan  purposes.  The  control  of  the  politi- 
cal affairs  ol  the  Colony,  it  will  be  seen,  as  far  as  those  j 
affairs  could  be  controlled  by  the  revolutionary  fae-  j 
Uon,  was7  by  the  election  of  the  members  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  firmly  secured  to  the  Livingstons 
and  to  their  friends;  and  the  government  of  the  Col- 
onists, thenceforth,  was  revolutionary,  without  war- 
rant of  Law,  and  oligarchic. 

In  England,  at  the  time  of  which  we  write,  the 
Ministry,  revelling  in  the  strength  of  its  party  and 
haughtily  disregarding  everything  of  prudence  and  j 
conciliation,  had  recently  led  the  Parliament  to  enact,  j 
the  Bill  for  restraining  the  Trade  and  Commerce  ’ 


of  the  Provinces  of  Massachusetts-Bay  and  New 
Hampshire  and  the  Colonies  of  Connecticut  and 
Photic  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  in  North 
America,  with  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  British 
Islands  in  the  West  Indies;  and  to  prohibit  such 
Provinces  and  Colonies  from  carrying  on  any  Fishery 
on  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland  or  other  places  therein 
mentioned,  under  certain  specified  conditions  and  lim- 
itations; and,  second,  the  Bill  for  restraining  the 
Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Colonies  of  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  South  Caro- 
lina, with  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  British 
Islands  in  the  West  Indies,  under  certain  conditions 
ami  limitations — the  Commerce  and  Fishing  flights 
of  the  Colony  of  New  York,  in.  each  instance,  having 
been  left,  undisturbed — and  the  First  Session  of  the 
Fourteenth  Parliament  was  drawing  near  to  its  close. 
The  disturbance  of  Trade  which  was  consequent  on 
the  political  differences,  had  already  produced  great 
distress,  in  Great  Britain,  among  those  whose  lives 
and  labors  and  properties  were  employed  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  goods  speeificalh  intended  for  the  Ameri- 
can market ; and,  at  the  same  time,  the  Merchants,  in 
that  country,  and  those  who  had  given  credits,  com- 
mercial or  financial,  to  the  Colonists,  in  America, 
were  anxiously  considering  in  what  way.  if  at  all, 
since  entire  commercial  non-intercourse,  except  that 
which  was  surreptitious  and  corrupt,'  had  been  or- 
dered by  the  Parliament  as  well  as  by  the  Continental 
Congress,  they  were  to  receive  payment  of  what  was 
due  or  becoming  due  to  them — anxieties  which  were 
not  removed  by  the  aristocratic  and  “patriotic” 
“debtors,”  in  some  of  the  Colonies,  at  least,  whence 
remittances  had  been  entirely  suspended  and  where 
the  Courts  of  Justice  were  not  permitted  to  assist  in 
the  collection  of  debts. 

In  New  York,  at  the  time  of  which  we  write,  as 
far  as  the  great  body  of  the  Colonists  in  the  rural 
Counties  were  concerned,  there  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  any  noticeable  change — the  farmers  had  not 
been  disturbed  in  their  labors,  during  1774;  and  the 
surplus  ot  their  productions,  which  had  found  early 
markets,  had  undoubtedly  been  disposed  of  at  those 
better  than  ordinary  price-  which  are  known  to  have 
prevailed,  in  consequence  ot  the  increased  demand- 
which  had  been  produced,  early  in  the  Autumn,  by 
the  approaching  embargo.  In  the  City,  the  suspeu- 

1 The  full  Mipplies  of  goods,  of  every  description,  wliirh  were  ship}  d 
t<>  Boston,  with  the  know  It.**  lire  ot  officers  who  occupied  high  phfes  in 
the  Government,  on  Transport  Ships  and  disguised  ns  Stores  for  th<- 
lioyal  Army— sometimes  paid  for,  as  Stores  for  the  Army,  by  the  King*© 
Treasurer—  subsequently  became  a subject  of  searching  investigate  m 
before  the  House  of  Commons.  The  Schedules  of  Goods  thus  shipped 
a fibril  amusing  evidence  of  what  were  officially  considered  as  Army 
Stores:  they  clearly  show,  also,  the  relative  weight  of  morality  and  ini- 
morality,  whenever  the  profits  of  trade  are  considered,  and  how  vastly 
more  the  Profit  and  Loss  Accounts,  on  their  respective  Ledgers,  will  in- 
fluence the  morals  and  the  religion  and  the  doings  of  “Mon  in  JJr.si- 
“ ness,”  Merchants  and  others,  than  anything  which  their  Mothers 
have  taught  them,  anything  which  their  I’ihks  have  presented  t"  their 
consideration,  or  anything  which  their  consciences  have  brought  before 
them 
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»iontof  the  foreimi  trade,  by  tin*  experimental  nction  ! 
of  the  tir.-st  Continental  Congress,  nnirst  have  been  a*' 
disastrous  to  the  great  body  of  the  inhabitants— those 
possessing  small  Estates  as  well  as  the  Tradesmen 
and  Mechanics  and  Workingmen,  of  every  lowly 
class — as  that  much  writteu-of  1’ort  Hill,  imposed  by 
the  retributive  action  of  the  King  and  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  had  produced  on  the  similar  classes 
who  had  inhabited  the  Town  of  Boston,  in  the  nre- 
ceding  year  ; but  the  men  of  New  York  and  their  tie-  j 
pendent  families  had  endured  whatever  of  hardships  j 
there  had  been  in  the  suspension  of  their  respective  j 
means  of  support,  without  those  outcries,  nominally 
of  assumed  distress  among  “ the  suffering  inhabitants  " , 
— more  loudly  uttered  by  demagogues,  for  other  pur-  j 
poses,  than  by  those  who  were  really  sufferers,  pray-  j 
ing  for  relief- — which  had  distinguished  Boston,  a few  I 
months  previously,  and  which  had  induced  the  tender- 
hearted, the  world  over,  to  become  politicians  and  to 
reprobate  the  Home  Government  by  whom  the  Tort 
Bill  had  been  imposed;  to  sympathize  with  those  who 
were  said  to  have  been  “suffering,’'  although  the  latter 
could  have’found  remunerative  labor  elsewhere  than  in 
Boston;  and  to  contribute  the  means  which  were  really 
expended,  very  largely,  more  for  the  benefit  of  the  tax- 
payers than  for  that  of  the  “suffering  poor  ” of  the 
Town.  The  suspension  of  their  business,  by  the  aristoc- 
racy of  America,  who  could  sustain  the  present  strain  j 
in  order  to  ensure  the  receipt  of  an  ultimate  advantage, 
was,  we  say,  no  less  severe  in  New  York  than  the  simi- 
lar suspension  of  her  business,  by  the  aristocracy  ol 
Great  Britain,  had  been  in  Boston;  and  the  sufferngs  of 
of  the  working  classes  were,  undoubtedly,  quite  as  keen- 
ly felt  in  the  one  ease  as  iu  the  other ; but,  in  the  in- 
stance of  New  York,  there  was  neither  an  appeal  for 
help  nor  an  ostentatious  display  of  “patriotic”  sym- 
pathy, extending  help ; and  if  the  sufferings  of  the 
lowly  victims,  in  New  York,  were  noticed  at  all,  by 
those  “patriotic”  aristocrats  who  had  produced  those 
distresses,  it  was  only  in  those  congratulatory  remarks, 
not  un frequently  seen  in  the  published  correspondence 
of  the  not  distant  later  period,  that  the  necessities  of 
the  working-classes  were  compelling  them  to  enlist  in 
the  Annies,  in  order  to  obtain  even  a portion  of  the 
food  which  was  needed  to  keep  their  dependent  wives 
°nd  little  ones  from  starvation,  and  that  “for  the 
“ Rights  of  man  and  of  Englishmen.” 

The  “determination”  of  the  Continental  Congress 
of  177-1,  to  appoint  Committees  “ in  every  County, 

“ City,  and  Town,”  “whose  business  it  should  be  at- 
“ teutively  to  observe  the  conduct  of  all  persons, 

“ touching  the  Association ,”  which  that  Congress  also 
enacted,  and  with  extraordinary  powers  for  persecut- 
ing and  bringing  ruin  on  whomsoever  those  local 
Committees  should  determine  to  put  under  a ban, 
bad  not  yet  become  as  well-seated,  iu  the  Colony  of 
New  York,  as  in  some  of  the  other  Colonies,  but  the  | 

1 Tin-  following  description  <>f  the  methods  uJopted  by  those  local  1 


< 'itv  of  New  Y ork  was  thus  controlled  ; and,  possibly, 
some  «/i  the  rural  communities  who  were  more  than 
ordinarily  revolutionary  iu  their  inclinations,  may, 
also,  have  already  appointed  such  Committees.  In 
Wcstciustcr-coiinty,  however,  although  the  handful 
of  ottieescckcrs  who  hovered  around  the  Morrises, 
and  who  did  what  those  haughty  leaders  told  them 
to  do  in  return  for  oliieial  favors  received  or  looked 
for,  had  recently  appointed  such  a County  Committee, 
at  the  time  of  which  we  write,  it  had  net  yet  com- 
menced its  subsequently  well-known  work  of  inquisi- 
torial proscription  and  plunder  and  outrage.  1 here 
were  individuals,  among  the  farmers  or  in  the  little 
villages  or  at  the  several  landings,  who  remembered 
and  continued  to  condemn  the  usurpations  of  polit- 
ical authority  which  bad  signalized  the  first  Conti- 
nental Congress  and  bad  divided  and  lessened  the 
power  of  the  Opposition;  and  these  ami  others  who 
had  attended  the  recently-held  meeting  at  the  White 
Plains  may  have  been  and  undoubtedly  were  discon- 
tented and  outspoken,  within  their  respective  families 
and  among  their  neighbors,  producing,  in  some  in- 
stances, undoubtedly,  ill-feelings  and  personal  ani- 
mosities and  less  harmonious  neighborhoods.  But, 
notwithstanding  all  these,  the  great  body  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  County  was  entirely  undisturbed  ; 
the  labors  of  the  day  had  been  done,  as  they  had  pre- 
viously been  done,  on  the  hundreds  of  homesteads, 
throughout  the  County;  political  questions  in  which 
they  felt  no  interest  had  not  slackened  the  domestic 
or  the  out-door  industries  nor  lessened  the  holiday 
or  evening  pleasures  of  by  far  the  greater  number; 
and,  with  here  and  there  a clearly  perceptible  change, 
the  staid  old  agricultural  County  was  undisturbed,  in 
all  its  various  relations.  The  Colonial  officers  con- 
tinued to  discharge  their  various  duties,  as  their  pre- 
decessors had  done — John  Thomas,  who  had  occupied 
the  Bench  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  since  May, 
17f>5,  continued  to  discharge  the  duties  of  that  office, 
as  well  as  those  of  the  other  office  of  Representative 
of  the  County,  in  the  General  Assembly,  without 

( 'ommittecs,  and  the  ox  tent  to  which  they  earth'd  their  new-found 
authority,  although  it  r<d..tes  peculiarly  t<;  Virginia,  is  entirely  appli« a- 
1)1.:  to  the  imthods  an  1 the  extent  of  authority  t f similar  Committees,  in 
cv.-ty  jtSe.r  Colony:  ‘‘The  J <>.>••/  ttunn  first,  in  part,  cut-red  into,  rceoni- 
“ mended  by  the  people  ot'  this  Colony,  and  ad. iptotl  by  what  is  called 
‘the  Continental  Congress,’  are  now  enforcing,  throughout  this  coun- 
“ try,  with  the  greatest  rigour.  A Committee  has  been  chosen  in  every 
“County,  whose  business  il  is  to  carry  the  . U'-o.  1.1/bn  of  the  Congress 
**  into  execution  : which  Committee  jus*  nines  an  authority  to  inspect  the 
“books,  invoices,  .and  all  other  secrets  of  the  trade  and  correspondence 
“of  Merchants;  f<*  watch  the  conduct  of  every  Inhabitant,  without  dis- 
**tin<  tion  ; and  to*  send  for  fill  sn-h  as  come  under  their  suspicion,  into 
“their  presence,  to  interrogate  them  respecting  all  matters  which,  at 
“their  pleasure,  they  think  lit  objects  of  t liei r inquiry,  and  to  ‘stig- 
“ ‘ mati/.e,’ as  they  term  it,  such  as  they  find  transgressing  what  th.*\ 
“are  now  hardy  enough  to  call  * the  Laws  of  the  Congress,1  which  ‘ stig- 
“‘matiziug’  is  no  other  than  inviting  the  vengeance  of  an  outrageous 
“ami  lawless  mob,  to  N-  exercised  upon  the  unhappy  victims.” — ( Th- 
"J  Ih>,rnn).  (.■  tit  JCni’l  l.Hrtmi  • #»//(,  “ \V  11.  II  Y MSfil  Ri \ ir.ji  . hi,  ] 

“ rVv.emUrr  ‘JI,  1771,”  laid  I a:  fore  the  House  of  Commons.  February  1\ 
1 77-3.  — Almou’s  I ill  ifut  > >i  /,%  >j  i<t> . . 1 lous.r  of  Commons,  First  Session 
Fourteenth  Parliament,  i.,  IVi,  1 >»',.) 
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?>»•: i!'_r  disturbed,  l>v  any  one;  « ml  .1, Tinea  Dc  Lancoy, 
■ft  jj.>  I) :n I bet  n the  Slit  rill'  of  I In-  ( Vnmty.  since  .1  une, 
i :;n  :iml  David  D.ivton,  who  had  been  the  Suiro- 

• since  .June,  IT'ib,  and  John  Bartow,  who  had 
been  the  Clerk  of  the  County,  since  April,  1 7 ' iO,  each 
in  his  appointed  official  place,  continued  to  discharge 
i lie  oiticial  ilnties  which  were  incumbent  on  them, 
and  to  receive  and  to  enjoy  the  emoluments  which 
tin.-c  several  otliees  secured  to  them — the  Courts  of 
the  Countv  continued  their  several  Sessions,  at  the 
appointed  times;  and,  as  we  have  said,  with  occa- 
sitinal  individual  or  neighborhood  exceptions,  a gen- 
eral quiet  prevailed,  a quiet  which  preceiled  a ter- 
rible convulsion,  as  the  reader  will  shortly  see. 

The.  machinery  of  government  which  had  been 
created  by  the  revolutionary  elements,  within  and 
without  the  Colony  of  New  York,  was,  very  soon,  put 
in  motion.  It  was  composed  of  only  a series  of  con- 
claves, each  of  which  exercised,  arbitrarily,  Legisla- 
tive, Executive,  and  Judicial  functions,  unrestrained 
by  either  constitutional  or  statutory  provisions,  and 
controlled,  in  whatever  it  determined  to  do  or  not  to 
do,  only  by  the  individual  impulses  of  such,  within 
this  Colony,  as  the  Livingstons  and  the  Morrises,  the 
Van  Cortlandts  and  the  Thomases,  and  as  James 
Duane  and  John  Jay,  men,  in  every  instance,  who 
were  distinguished  for  their  entire  disregard  of  and  con- 
tempt for  the  unfrancliised  and  lowly  masses,  of  every 
class,  as  well  as  of  those  who  were  franchished,  but. 
not  “ well-born  ” — the  former  being  looked  on,  by 
them,  as  fit  only  for  labor  and  for  fighting ; and  the 
latter  as  no  better  than  the  others,  unless  on  election- 
days — and  who  represented  only  the  uncontrolled  and 
purely  aristocratic  prejudices  and  antipathies  and  the 
equally  uncontrolled  and  malignant  partisan  animosi- 
ties and  jealousies  of  those  who,  during  many  years, 
had  been  excluded  from  official  life,  and  who,  by 
the  whirligig  of  rebellion,  were,  then,  first  enjoying, 
in  an  extremely  diluted  form,  what  they  had  so  long 
ami  so  anxiously  hankered  for.1 * 

The  Congress  of  the  Continent  assembled  at  Phila- 
delphia, agreeably  to  order,  on  Wednesday,  the  tenth 
of ' May,  1775;  and,  ten  Colonies  being  represented — 
only  three  of  the  Delegates  from  New  York  having  been 
present,  that  Colony  was  not  counted— it  was  formally 
organized  by  the  election  of  Peyton  Randolph,  of 
Virginia,  as  its  President,  and  Charles  Thomson,  of 

1 It  \v;« ■*  well-said  by  Henry  C.  Van  Schaack,  in  his  Life.  ««f  liis  father, 
“It  will  scarcely  now  1m*  credited  that  powers  so  undefined  and  extraor- 
*’  dinary  should  have  been  intrusted  to  a few  individual.',  by  a |M*«.pI<*  so 
jealous  of  encroachments ; whose  set  iso  of  liberty  was  so  keen  as  to 
‘r*nu!T  the  tijtproaeJi  of  tyranny  m every  tainted  bree/.e;’  and  who, 

‘ on  their  own  part,  had  gone  to  war  against  a preamble.” — Van 
>*  I.  io.-k's  Life  of  /W .V  Van  Sehtoiek,  *'7. 

1 be  barl laritie.s  which  were  ollb  ially  indicted  on  individuals  and  fant- 
in  many  instances  only  for  an  opinion  extorted  by  their  persecutor*, 
Uh.ujt  an  overt  act  nr  tin*  inclination  to  commit  one,  as  those  barbarities 
"*  l'  -n  «>llirially  recorded,  w. we  perfectly  slun  k iug  ; and  some  of  those 
Hbii  h m eve  indicted  on  residents  of  Wfcstchoster-i  ounty,  under  tin* 

• • 'lev  <\  such  notable  Westchester  county  men  as  .John  Jay  and 
• ‘ivernenr  Morris,  will  find  places  in  other  parts  of  this  narrative. 


1 Pennsylvania,  as  its  Secretary."  The  history  of  its 
| Joings,  generally,  is  known  to  every  intelligent  per- 
| son,  and  need  not  be  repeated,  unless  in  such  instances 
1 as  particularly  related  to  Westchester-eounfy  or  to 
' tliose  who  were  within  the  bounds  of  that  County, 

! during  the  period  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution. 

On  Monday,  the  twenty-second  of  May,  1775,  a 
! number  of  those  who  had  been  designated  as  Deputies 
! from  the  several  Counties  of  the  Colony,  assembled  at 
the  Exchange,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  forming  a Provincial  Congress  ; but,  because 
they  conceived  there  was  not  a sufficient  number  of 
Deputies  present,  they  adjourned  until  the  following 
day,  without  having  attempted  to  organize.  On  the 
latter,  day , [Tuesday,  May  23,  1775,]  those  Deputies 
who  were  then  present  assembled  at  the  Exchange, 
“ the  Deputies  of  a majority  of  the  Counties  ” having 
appeared;  and  a “Provincial  Congress  for  the 
“ Colony  of  New -York  ” was  organized  by  the  election 
of  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston — one  of  the  most 
violent  of  the  former  “ Committee  of  Correspondence,” 
a brother  of  the  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Livingston, 
and  a brother-in-law  and  partner  in  business  of  that 
Earl  of  Stirling,  so  called,  who  figured  so  largely  in 
the  military  history  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution — to 
be  its  President;  and  John  McKesson  and  Robert 
Benson,  the  latter  a brother  of  that  Egbert  Benson 
whose  extraordinary  election  as  a Deputy  from 
Duchess-county  to  the  earlier  Provincial  Convention, 
has  been  already  noticed,  were  elected  to  be  its  Sec- 
retaries.3 Although  the  doings  of  that  body  are  less 
generally  known  than  those  of  tire  Continental  Con- 
gress, the  purposes  of  this  work  will  not  require  any 
further  reference  to  them,  than  to  such  portions  as 
relate  particularly,  to  Wcstch ester-county  or  to  those 
who  were  within  that  County,  and  to  such  other  por- 
tions thereof  as,  in  their  effects,  affected  that  County 
or  its  inhabitants,  during  the  period  of  the  War  of 
the  Revolution. 

As  lias  been  already  stated,  the  local  Committee  for 
W estch ester-cou n ty  was  created  on  the  eighth  of  May, 
1775,  ninety  members  having  been  miraculously 
created  out  of  the  material  of  which  twenty -three 
were  actually  composed;  and  Gilbert  Drake  ’ was 
made  its  Chairman.1  Micah  Townsend,  subsequently 
holding  other  offices  of  honor,  in  both  Westchester 
and  Cumbcrland-counties,  was  made  the  Secretary  of 
that  Committee;0  and  its  doings,  as  far  as  they  were 


2 Journal  of  the  Cnmjre**,  “ Philadelphia,  Wednesday,  May  lo,  177V’ 
■’  Journal  of  the  1’r, ><■;„.  , ;I  rrss,  “ (’iTV  Ot  New- York,  May  Jind, 
177a,”  and  addition,  including  tin.*  proceedings  on  tin*  follow i ng  day. 
4 Cn  j "i<  of  l>e1e,j,tlrs  /,»  >•**>,  May  s,  177a. — W-d-riml 

Muiiti'tf'rijJfi  n hit  ire  la  (he  Mar  of  (hr  KemlutUm  ; Credentials  of  [**lynUs, 
x\iv..  ; l!iri,nj1jtn\'i  Seir-York  < ia.rtterr,  No.  IDS,  New-YoRK,  Thurs- 
day, May  11,  177a. 

Tin*  ( 'ml-udal*  mentioned  altove  were  signed  “Gilbert  Drake, 
“ Cincinnati hut  tlio.se  of  the  Delegates  eloeted  to  the  Second  Provin- 
cial Congress,  signed  by  tin*  same  person,  bear  the  signature  of  4‘Gh.rf.rt 
H.  Dr  vKe,  ('fniirimnt .” —{KLdnriral  Miiunsrnft't^  e i <*. : Credentials  or  l>eie- 
jot 'N\  xxiv.,  * >7 . ) 

* /D'.d orient  i/  /.*»,  etc.:  Credentials  of  lkUgaU\*t  xxiv.,  f>7. 
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recorded  in  tin-  annuls  of  tin?  County  will  bn  duly 
noticed.  as  tin:  narrative  progresses. 

flu:  organization  of  the  Provincial  Congress.,  on  the 
twenty-tin rd  of  May,  1775,  lues  been  already  men- 
tioned and  described  : 1 a more  particular  description 
of  the  membership  of  that  body  which,  in  t lit • inter.  st 
of  those  who  were  in  rebellion,  was  to  take  places  be- 
side the  several  departments  of  the  legally  constituted 
Colonial  Government,  in  the  government  of  the  Col- 
ony, and  which  was  to  wield  so  important  an  influence 
over  all  who  were  within  the  Colony,  seems  to  be  in- 
cumbent on  us,  in  this  place. 

Of  the  fourteen  Counties  of  which  the  Colony  of 
New  York  was  then  composed,  thirteen  were  properly 
designated  " the  Counties,”  or  “ the  country  Con  nties," 
since  they  were  mainly  occupied  by  communities  of 
farmers,  unless  in  the  instances  of  the  frontier  Coun- 
ties. in  which  hunters  and  trappers  and  surveying 
parties  and,  not  unfreijuently,  families  and  villages  of 
the  aborigines,  afforded  considerable  portions  of  their 
continually  changing  populations.  Of  these  thirteen 
rural  Counties,  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Albany 
and  Duchess  and  Westchester  ancl  Queens  made  pre- 
tensions to  something  of  social  superiority,  somewhat 
akin  to  the  aristocracy  of  the  City  of  New  York  ; but, 
in  none  of  them,  unless  in  Albany-county,  was  there 
any  pretension  to  a controlling  local  aristocracy;  and 
in  all  of  them,  the  actual  tillers  of  the  soil  largely  out- 
numbered all  other  classes,  on  the  Census-lists.  From 
such  widely  dissimilar  constituencies,  in  town  and 
country,  therefore,  even  from  those  who  were  not 
widely  separated  and  differently  situated,  there  could, 
not  be  expected  Delegations  to  the  Provincial  Con- 
-gress  who  were  homogeneous  in  their  characters  and 
dispositions  and  inclinations ; and  as  all  those  rural 
Delegations  possessed  more  or  less  of  the  elements 
which  prevailed  among  those  who  were  nominally 
their  respective  constituencies,  it  was  to  be  a work  of 
time  and  patience  and  skill,  in  partisan  and  factional 
discipline,  to  bring  all  of  them  into  “ working  order,’’ 
in  the  interest  of  the  controlling,  or  revolutionary, 
faction  of  the  aristocracy — a work  of  which  notice 
will  be  taken,  hereafter. 

The  City  and  County  of  New  York,  of  course,  was 
represented  in  the  Provincial  Congress  by  the  ex- 
tremes of  both  conservatism  and  of  radicalism,  with 
a generous  sprinkling  of  those  who  favored  that  po- 
litical association  which  promised  the  greater  pecu- 
. niary  profits ; and  the  several  Delegations  from  Al- 
bans' and  Queens  and  Westchester  and  Duchess-coun- 
ties, respectively  contained,  also,  more  or  less  of  mixed 
memberships.  From  the  remaining  nine  Counties, 
the  Delegations  were  generally  smaller  in  number; 
and,  very  largely,  especially  in  the  earlier  days  of  the 
existence  of  the  Congress,  they  were  composed  of 
those  who  had  honestly  come  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting the  Colony  from  the  wrongs  to  which  the 


i I one  G'tw  rumt-nt  was  said  to  have  subjected  it; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  their  inclinations  were  peace- 
ful; and  ihcv  preferred  a reconciliation  with  Great 
Pritnin  instead  of  a Givi!  War,  which  had  been  al- 
ready commenced;  and,  because  they  had  riot  yet 
been  corrupted  by  the  social  influences  of  life  in  the 
Citv  tior  bv  the  allurements  of  official  plunder,  they 
were  readv  n,  join  with  all  or  with  any,  regardless  of 
their  factional  affiliations,  who  entertained  similar 
views,  in  the  practical  establishment  of  those  funda- 
mental principles.  1 he  individual  members  of  the 
fir.-t  Provincial  Congress  of  New  \ ork,  at  the  opening 
and  during  the  earlier  period  of  the  existence  of  that 
bodv,  may,  therefore,  be  classed  as,  _/"'■</,  the  avowed 
Conservatives,  who  were  led  by  such  as  John  De 
Lancey  and  benjamin  Ivissam  and  Abraham  Walton 
and  Diehard  Yates  and  George  Folliot  and  Walter 
Franklin;  as,  wr/wt,  the  “Corporal’s  Guard”  of 
avowed  Revolutionists,  who  were  led  by  John  Morin 
Scott  and  Alexander  McDougal  and  Abraham  Fra- 
sier; as,  third,  a larger  number,  tho.-e  who,  under  the 
guise  of  patriotism,  were  aiming  at  nothing  else  than 
at  places  and  at  the  'influences  and  emoluments  to  be 
produced  by  those  places,  who  were  led  by  the  Living- 
stons anc!  the  Van  Cortlaudts,  by  Gouverneur  Morris 
and  John  Thomas  and  Melanthon  Smith  and  Abra- 
ham Ten  Broee.k  and  Egbert  Dumond  and  Nathaniel 
Wood  hull  and  John  Sloss  Hobart;  and  as,  lust,  out- 
numbering all  others,  those  who  had  left  their  sev- 
eral rural  homes  and  come  to  the  City  of  New  York, 
for  the  purpose  of  serving  their  country,  w ithout  hav- 
ing had,  at  that  time,  any  oilier  aim. 

As  the  several  Delegations  voted  as  units,  the  votes 
of  the  several  Counties  having  been  cast  in  accord- 
ance with  the  determination  of  the  majority  of  the 
Delegates  of  each  who  were  then  present,  the  votes 
of  individual  Delegates,  unless  in  instances  of  formal 
dissent,  are  not  recorded  ; but  the  conservatism  of  the 
organized  Congress,  as  an  aggregate,  was  seen,  im- 
mediately after  the  organization  of  that  body  and  the 
adoption  of  its  necessary  A We*  <;/  Order , on  the  tirst 
day  of  the  Session,  when  Isaac  Low,  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  who  is  already  so  well  known  to  the 
reader,  had  commenced  the  work  of  centralizing  all 
of  political  authority  amt  power  which  were  within 
■the  Colony,  except  those  of  the  local  police,  in  the 
Continental  Congress,  a work  which  has  been  per- 
sistently continued  until  this  day,  by  men  of  the  same 
classes  of  society  and  politics,  and  for  the  same  pur- 
pose.-.; and  when,  very  promptly  and  very  aptly,  Gouv- 
erneur Morris,  of  the  County  of  Westchester,  who  was 
already  conspicuously  notorious  for  his  contemptuous 
disregard  of  the  personal  and  political  rights  of  the 
unfranchised  masses  of  the  Colonists,  who  were  only 
“ poor  reptiles”  in  his  aristocratic  vocabulary,’  had 
seconded  the  motion.  The  Resolution  which  Isaac 
Low  had  thus  oti'ered,  was  in  these  words; 


- See  letter  to  Mr.  Penn,  page*  11,  Vj,  ant**. 


1 Vide  page  01,  ante. 
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••Ki  -iii.vr.o,  A-  the  opinion  of  t i i i ( 'ongre.'S,  that  i m-  I 
. . ; 1 1 • i t uln  diem  • [ !>i  !"■  paid  to  every  ivcmiii- 

“ mi-ild.ltiou  of  the  (.’milim  uta!  (.  'uligress,  tor  the  geii- 
i-ral  regulation  of  tlu*  associated  Colonics;  but  this  t 
“Congress  i>  ci >11) | •*  tent  to  and  ought,  freely,  to  do-  I 
• iibt  -rate  and  determine  on  all  matters  relative  to  the  j 
“internal  police  of  this  Colon)  . M 

true  h a Resolution,  so  evidently  in  the  interest  of  i 
t i . . : i -spirits  of  the  revolt  and  in  that  of  the  | 

ultra  of  the  aristocracy  of  the  Colony,  at  the  j 
s.uue  lime  so  radically  subversive  of  those  fundamen- 
ts! priu« dples  of  government  which  were  professed  to 
have  l wen  the  basis  of  the  existing  ltebellion  against 
the  Mother  Country,  very  reasonably  excited  imme- 
diate alarm;  and,  notwithstanding  the  Delegates  were 
scarcely  warm  in  their  seats,  the  two  ill-concealed 
monarchists  who  were  temporarily  masquerading, 
within  the  Provincial  Congress,  as  republicans,  and 
those,  of  the  same  class,  elsewhere,  in  whose  behalf  i 
the  Resolution  had  been  offered,  were  very  effectual  I v j 
snubbed — on  a motion  of  John  Morin  Scott,  the  very  j 
able  leader  of  the  handful  of  ultra-revolutionists,  sec-  | 
ended  by  David  Clarkson,  both  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  the  Resolution  was  defeated,  only  Riclimond- 
county  having  voted  in  favor  of  it,1 2  neither  the  mover 
nor  the  seconder  of  it  having  received  the  support  of 
the  County  of  which  he  professed  to  have  been  a 
proper  representative.3 

The  signal  rebuke  which  the  not  yet  corrupted 
“country  gentlemen,”  members  of  the  Provincial 
Congress  of  New  York,  had  thus  given  to  those  who  { 
had  proposed  to  make  the  Colony  of  New  York  and  j 
all  which  it  possessed  subject,  in  all  its  relations,  ex-  j 
ccpt  in  the  local  power  of  police,  to  a foreign  body  J 
over  whom  neither  the  individual  Colonists  nor  the  ! 
aggregated  Colony  could  possibly  have  exercised  the  [ 
slightest  control,  and  by  whom  both  the  individual  | 
Colonists  and  the  Colony  in  its  entirety  would  have  j 
been  subjected  to  an  absolutely  despotic  control  by 
those,  of  other  Colonies,  who  already  envied  the  ris- 
ing greatness  of  New  York,  appears  to  have  been 
effective,  in  that  direction  ; hut,  two  days  afterwards, 
the  little  ultra-revolutionary  clique,  within  the  Con- 
gress, taking  courage  from  the  evidently  independent  | 
spirit  which  had  been  manifested  by  the  rural  Dele-  j 


1 Ji’iinoLl  <>j  Hr  Pno’iif  i'il  “ f»  ho.,  I’M.,  May  "i’wl." 

vote  of  Itichmoml-coiiuty,  in  this  e:trly  instance,  is  very  remark-  ; 
esji^yi  illy  when  it  id  cousiileivti  in  c«*iiihm  tion  with  the  later  in-  j 
-Un  .-s  -of  that  County's  want  <»f  svinimthy  with  both  the  Continental 
1 <mi  iv-n  ami  those  who  engineered  that  notable  body. 

1 his  v..t«  also  affords  a h-s.«n  of  thf  greatest  signi!:«  aiice,  illustrative  ! 
of  the  offerls  of  that  ill-considered  jxdli-y  of  uniformity  in  jniliticul  nj/in-  | 
i *0“,  eivfi»rced  hy  a military  power,  which  the  Provincial  Congress,  in  its  | 
l »D  r and  more  eorrupc  days,  adopted  and  enforced— hy  the  adoption  and  i 
« litircemcnt  of  such  an  extremely  violent  policy,  instead  of  one  in  which  I 
Conciliation  and  local  peace  might  have  Ikcu  the  more  prominent  fea-  j 
lurw,  the  inlmhitant-jj>r  Uichrnond-county  were  violently  repelled, -by  the  ' 
chra-r-v.dutionists,  as  others  like-situati^l  were  similarly  repvlh-il,  com-  I 
lulling  them  to  seek  first,  protection,  ami,  next,  fellowship,  among  j 
with  whom  they  had,  previously,  had  no  sympathy. 

* J rental  <jj  //id  l*rocincial  Conjrcnst  “5  ho.,  P.M.,  May  i£lrd.’’ 
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giitious,  in  the  former  vote,  and  hoping  that  the  same 
spirit  of  antagonism  to  the  monarchical  inclinations, 
wliieh  those  “country  gentlemen”  had  then  pre- 
sented, would  rest,  peacefully  and  usefully,  on  an  in- 
clination in  the  opposite  direction,  made  a movement, 
within  the  Congress,  in  behalf  of  Revolution  and  Re- 
bellion and  a Civil  War. 

As  the  Colony  of  New  York  bad  not  yet  given  that 
public  testiihony  of  its  entire  any)  cordial  accession 
to  the  confederacy  of  the  revolted  Colonies  which  had 
been  given  to  it  by  the  other  Colonies,  in  the  express 
approbation,  by  each,  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  of  1774,  of  which  proceedings  de- 
tailed mention  has  been  made  in  other  portions  of 
this  narrative,  an  attempt  was  made,  in  the  Provincial 
Congress,  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  May,  to  supply  that 
previously  omitted  ratification  and  approval  of  the 
proceedings  of  that  already  notable  Congress,  and,  by 
that  ratification  and  approval,  to  carry  the  Colony  of 
New  York  within  the  circle  of  the  confederacy  of  the  . 
revolt,  and  to  make  her  subject  to  influences  and  ob- 
ligations from  which  she  had  previously  been  free. 
For  those  purposes,  and  for  others  w hich  were  not  less 
important  although  they  were  less  visible,  John 
Morin  Scott,  the  leader  of  the  revolutionary  clique, 
moved  “in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

•“  As  this  Colony  has  not  as  'yet  given  that  public 
“testimony  of  their  entire  and  cordial  accession  to 
“ the  confederacy  of  the  Colonies  on  tins  Continent 
“which  has  been  given  by  the  other  Colonies, in  their 
“ express  approbation  of  the  proceedings  of  the  last 
“Continental  Congress,  I move  that  it  he 

“Resolved,  That  this  Congress  do  fully  approve 
“of  the  proceedings  of  the  said  Congress.” 

This  Resolution  was  promptly  seconded  by  Thomas 
Smith,  a brother  of  William  and  of  Joshua  ilett 
Smith  who  subsequently  became  more  widely  known 
than  they  were,  at  that  time  ; and  it  is  evident  that  a 
defeat  of  that  well-devised  plan,  also,  had  not  been 
considered  as  even  probable,  hy  those  who  had  de- 
vised it.  But,  as  we  are  informed,  “debates  arose  on 
“ the  said  motion  ” — there  were  grave  questions,  at 
that  time,  concerning  the  propriety  of  such  an  appro- 
val of  gll  the  proceedings  of  that  first  Congress,  as 
was  proposed  hy  the  leaders  of  the  ultra-revolution- 
ists--and  the  rural  Delegations  .-.gain  determined  on 
the  side  of  peace  and  reconciliation  and  Colonial  in- 
dependence from  all  foreign  -influences,  by  postponing 
the  further  consideration  of  the  proposition,  without 
day,4  where  it  has  remained,  from  that  day  until  the 
present. 

Jt  is  more  than  possible  that  the  avowed  Conserv  a- 
tive elements  within  the  Provincial  Congress  had 
been  largely  instrumental  in  securing  both  these 
votes,  in  opposition-  to  the  discordant,  efforts,  succes- 
sively, of  the  ultra-aristocracy,  represented  by  Isaac 
Low  and  Gouverneur  Morris,  and  of’ the  ultra-revolu- 

* Jiturmtl  of  the  Proi'inciitl  C'othjrt**,  “ o ho.,  P.M.,  May  ‘25th." 
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t ionary  faction,  represented  by  John  Morin  Scott  and 
Thomas  Smith  ; but,  whatever  may  have  led  to  the 
practical  rejection  of  those  two  propositions,  each  ol 
which  tended  toward  the  centralization  of  the  entire 
authority  ami  all  the  power  of  the  several  Colonies, 
in  the  Congress  of  the  Continent,  thereby  destroying 
the  autonomy  of  each  of  the  Colonies,  without  sub- 
jecting that  Congress,  in  its  exercise  of  that  authority 
and  that  power,  to  any  other  limitation  than  the  un- 
bridled will  of  a majority  of  the  Delegations  compos- 
ing it,  this  is  clearly  evident : the  Provincial  Con- 
gress intended,  by  those  two  adverse  votes,  to  declare 
that,  though  a purely  local  body,  it  was,  nevertheless, 
determined  not  to  divest  itself,  even  by  implication, 
of  that  unquestioned  governmental  supremacy,  within 
the  Colony  of  New’  York,  which  it  had  already  ac- 
quired, no  matter  how  ; that,  on  the  contrary,  it  had 
determined  to  retain,  within  itself,  and  to  continue  to 
exercise,  unhampered  by  the  interference  of  any 
other  body,  the  several  legislative,  and  judicial,  and 
executive  authorities,  within  the  Colony,  which  it  al- 
ready held,  no  matter  by  what  warrant ; that  it  would 
yield  to  the  Continental  Congress,  if  it  yielded  any- 
thing to  that  foreign  body,  nothing  else  than  a volun- 
tary acquiescence;  that  it  would  promulgate  the  Or- 
ders and  Resolutions  and  “ recommendations  ’’  of  thal 
other  Congress,  if  it  promulgated  them  at  all,  not  as 
original  and  supreme  rules  of  action  of  all  w ho  were 
or  who  might  be  within  the  Colony  of  New  York, 
but  as  the  bases  of  its  own  local  enactments,  to  tire 
latter  of  which,  per  pc,  and  not  to  the  former,  it  re- 
quired the  implicit  obedience  of  all  those  w ithin  or 
to  come  within  the  Colony,  whose  supreme  political 
ruler  it  assumed  to  be  and  to  remain.  In  short,  from 
the  beginning,  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  York 
recognized  no  superior,  controlling  power,  except 
that  of  its  own  actual  constituents  ; and,  at  no  subse- 
quent period— not  even  when  the  Governor  of  New 
York  declined  the  release  of  Alexander  McLeod, 
though  demanded  by  both  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain  and  tiie  President  of  the  United  States — has 
there  been  any  more  resolute  supporter  of  the  Sover- 
eignty of  the  several  States,  any  more  determined  op- 
ponent of  a transfer  to  any  other  body,  from  the 
People — which  latter  word  is  only  an  equivalent 
term  for  the  State,  and,  in  New  York,  if  not  else- 
where, is  used,  officially,  to  designate  the  State,  it- 
self— of  the  original  authority,  the  Sovereignty  of 
those  several  Peoples,  than  was  that  revolutionary 
Congress  of  the  Colony  of  New  York,  in  its  opposi- 
tion, on  the  one  hand,  toils  ultra-aristocratic  master- 
spirits, and,  on  the  other,  to  the  ultra-revolutionists 
among  its  members,  early  in  the  year  1775. 

As  a portion  of  the  history  of  those  time's,  reference 
may  be  made,  in  this  place,  to  an  incident  which 
occurred  in  the  Provincial  Congress,  soon  after  that 
body  had  rejected  the  Resolution  which  Isaac  Low 
and  Gouverneur  Morris  had  otl’ered,  of  which  men- 
tion has  been  made.  On  the  same  day,  the  first  day 


of  the  .Session  of  that  revolutionary  body,  during  the 
same  afternoon,  a motion  was  made  by  Alexander 
McDougal,  a Presbyterian,  providing  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a Committee  of  two,  to  apply  to  all  the 
Ministers  in  the  City  who  could  pray  in  Lugbsh,  “to 
“make  such  an  arrangement  among  themselves  as 
“would  enable  them  alternately  to  ripen  the  Congress, 
“every  morning,  with  prayer;”  but  Gouverneur  Mor- 
ris, Lewis  Graham,  Colonel  Philip  Natl  Cortlandt, 
Colonel  James  Holmes,  Stephen  Ward,  and  John 
Thomas,  Junior,  six  of  the  nine  members  ot  the  Con- 
gress who  were  from  WYstehester-county,  probably 
recognizing  the  evident  impropriety  of  spreading 
their  politically  dirty  bands  before  Him  who  givetli 
no  favor  to  those  who  lovetli  and  maketh  a lie,  dis- 
sented from  a majority  of  the  Congress,  and  caused 
their  dissent  to  be  entered  on  the  .Journal  ot  that 
body.1 

On  Friday,  the  twenty-sixth  of  May,  the  Prov- 
incial Congress  adopted,  unanimously,  a Resolu- 
tion, offered  by  Gilbert  Livingston  of  Duchess- 
county  and  seconded  by  John  Do  Lancev  of  New 
York  City,  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  of  one  from  each  County,  “to  draw 
“up  and  report  a proper  Resolve  of  this  Con- 
“gress,  recommending  to  the  different  Counties 
“in  this  Colony,  to  form  themselves  into  County 
“Committees,  and  also  into  Sub-committees  for  their 
“ respective  Townships  and  Districts,  and  recommend- 
“ ing  the  signing  of  the  General.  Association  ; and  also 
“to  prepare  and  report  to  this  Congress  a draft  of  a 
“letter  to  be  sent  to  the  Committees  and  other  per- 
“sons  in  the  several  Counties,  for  the  above  purposes, 
“and  with  copies  of  such  Resolution.”  In  that  Com- 
mittee of  one  from  each  County,  Major  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt  represented  Westchester-county ; * and,  on 
the  following  day,  [May  27,  1775]  it  made  a Report, 
in  due  form.'1 

The  Resolution  which  was  thus  reported,  was  in 
these  words : “Rf.SOX.vkd:  That  it  be  recommended, 
“and  it  is  hereby  accordingly  recommended,  to  all  the 
“Counties  in  this  Colony,  (who  have  not  already  done 
“it,)  to  appoint  County  Committees,  and  also  >Sui> 
“ committees  for  their  respective  Townships,  Pre- 
“einets,  and  Districts,  without  delay,  in  order  to  carry 
“ into  execution  the  Resolutions  of  the  Continental 
“ and  this  Provincial  Congress. 

“ And  that  it  is  also  recommended  to  every  Inhabitant 
“of  this  Colony,  who  lias  hitherto  neglected  to  sub- 
“ scribe  the  General  Association,  to  do  it  with  all  con- 
“venient  speed.  And  for  these  purposes  that  the 
“Committees  in  the  respective  Counties  in  which 
“'Committees  have  been  formed,  do  tender  the  said 
“Association  to  every  Inhabitant  within  the  several 
“Districts  in  each  County.  And  that  such  persons, 

1 Jonrunl  ttf  the  l\»rinri,tl  O utjrm*  ‘*fi  bo.,  P.M.,  May 
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;ii  ( 'uimtii'i  ur  I 1.-  u lu>  hu\  v not.  uppuint- 

••  ,-,1  ( 'Miumiiln ■*,  :m  'hall  1>«  :ijij t. >i n by  tin'  nu.ni- 
ihii  i rvpiVMmiiiig  such  Counties  ami 
■ 1 i 1 *t r irli  rt— pc»i  i vi  I v, 1 (!<»  make  Mich  tender  as  alure- 
-.tid  in  Mich  I'uiinties  and  Disti'icts  rcspeetividy ; 
"ami  that  the  -aid  Committee!*  mid  persons  respec- 
" tivelv  do  return  tlie  saiil  Association  and  the  names 
*•  ol'  those  who  shall  neglect  or  rcftiM*  to  sign  the  same, 
"to  thU  Congress,  by  the  fifteenth  day  of  duly  next, 
"..r  sooner,  it  possible.’’ 

1 in1  h tter  which  was  reported,  as  a companion  to 
this  Resolution,  was  in  the  following  words: 

“ Xkw-Yokk,  May  2‘d,  1775. 

“ < . i i.k.m  r: n . 

Von  will  see  by  the  enclosed  Resolution  ol 
" this  Congress,  that  it  is  recommended  to  such  ot 
" t he  Counties  as  have  not  already  formed  Comuiit- 
“ tees,  ti)  do  it  without  delay,  and  that  such  of  the  Iti- 
“ habitants  of  this  Colony  as  have  hitherto  neglected 
“ to  subscribe  the  General  Association,  do  it,  so  as  to 
" enable  you  to  make  a return  within  die  time  limited 
in  the  Resolution. 

“ As  the.  execution  of  this  Resolve  is  committed  to 
“ your  care,  we  request  you  to  use  vour  best  endeavours 
" to  see  that  this  recommendation  be  complied  with. 
“ It  may,  nevertheless,  be  proper  to  inform  you  that  it 
“ is  the  sense  of  this  Congress  that  no  coercive  steps 
“ought  to  be  used  to  induce  any  person  to  sign  the 
“Association.  The  propriety  of  the  measure,  the 
“ example  of  the  other  Counties,  aud  the  necessity  of 
“ maintaining  a perfect  union  in  every  part  of  this 
“ Colony,  it  is  presumed,  are  sufficient  reasons  to 
“ induce  the  Inhabitants  of  your  County  to  comply 
“ with  tli is  requisition.” 

The  Resolution  and  letter  which  were  thus  reported 
to  the  Provincial  Congress,  were  taken  up,  for  con- 
sideration, on  the  twenty-ninth  of  May;  and,  after 
some  amendments  had  been  made  therein,  they  were 
“approved,  agreed  to,  and  resolved;  ” and  live  hun- 
dred copies  were  ordered  to  he  printed  ; and  as  many 
copies  of  tlie  letter  as  should  be  necessary  were 
ordered  to  be  signed  by  the  President  and  delivered 
to  the  members  of  the  Congress,  “to  be  by  them 
directed.” 

As  the  County  of  Westchester  had  already  been 
favored,  with  the  appointment  of  a County-committee, 
or  what  purported  to  have  been  such  a Committee,3 
it  is  probable  that  it  was  tint,  considered  necessary,  in 
that  instance,  to  interfere  with  that  former  appoint- 


1 TId-  authority  which  appears  to  ha\e  liven  vested  in  members  of  the 
IT- -vim  ial  Congress,  to  upjK'int  local  Committees  whore  the  inhabitant 
hj.|  nut  done  so,  probably  originated  in  that  Congress,  in  an  earlier 
*'■'  r<  t meeting  of  that  body  ; but  no  record  of  any  such  action  is  seen 
a its  published  Journal — like  the  .S'crr£  Jo/tninls  of  tin  <.\>iitiii/:ntal  Con- 
those  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  Volk,  could  they 
!'*■  publi>li'*d,  would  undoubtedly  throw  difi'ereiit  tints  of  light  and 
* "|.-ron  many  a romance,  called  “ history.” 

- / ,,j  /i4 ' ‘ Die  Luna:  4 ho.,  P.M.,  May  20th, 
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incut ; and  there  is  very  little  evidence,  as  far  as  we 
have  been  able  to  find  any,  which  indicates  that  the 
several  Towns  throughout  the  County  paid  any  atten- 
tion to  the  recommendation  of  the  Congress,  for  the 
appointment  ol  Town-committees;  1 aud  there  is  no 
evidence  whatever,  that  any  attempt  was  made,  in 
i any  of  those  Towns,  to  obtain  the  signatures  of  the 
body  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  County,  to  the  Genu  al 
Assoeintinu  which  had  been  enacted  by  the  Con- 
' tincntal  Congress  ol  1771,  nor  to  any  other  such 
! Association* — the  Provincial  Congress  had  done 
no  more  than,  nominally,  to  “recommend”  to 
; the  inhabitants  to  sign  the  Association it  not 
only  did  not  authorize  the  employment  of  force  in 
order  to  obtain  signatures  thereto,  but  it  expressly 
disclaimed,  in  advance,  the  entertainment  of  any  such 
idea;  1 the  Congress  itself,  by  a formal  vote,  bad  post- 
poned a formal  approval  of  that  General  Association 
as  well  its  all  of  the  other  doings  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  who  had  enacted  it ; 8 and,  for  these  reasons, 
as  well  as  for  others  with  which  the  reader  is  already 
familiar,  the  conservative  yeomanry  of  Westchester- 
county  was  not  in  a hurry  to  cither  recognize  or 
sign  it. 

The  Committee  of  the  Provincial  Congress  who 
! had  been  appointed  to  consider  the  very  important 
| subject  of  the  Currency,  for  the  support  of  the  Rebel- 
lion, made  a very  clear  and  able  Report,  on  the  tliir- 
j tieth  of  May,  in  which  some  of  the  commercial 
j troubles  produced  or  likely  to  be  produced  by  the 
J Rebellion  were  very  graphically  presented;  and  an  issue 


*Thcn  were  < onu  littees  in  a small  number  of  the  Towns,  at  a !.tt-r 
i period  ; but  there  is  no  evidence,  as  far  as  we  have  knowledge,  that 
I they  originated  in  the  recommendation  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  n^r 
I as  early  as  in  1775. 

j ^ The  duly  signed  by  those  who  would  sign  it  and  duly 

; noting  those  who  declined  to  d<*  so,  was  to  be  returned  to  the  Secretary 
i of  the  Provincial  Congress,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  of  July,  1775.  The 
I tiles  of  that  Congress,  which  are  preserved  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
| of  State,  at  Albany,  show,  however,  tb at  the  only  Counties  or  Towns 
j which  made  any  Returns  of  Associators,  in  response  to  this  Resolution, 

| were  Orange,  Ulster,  Suffolk,  Duchess,  one  District  in  Charlotte,  three 
i Districts  in  Cumberland,  and  a fe w scattering  names,  not  inure  than 
I fifty,  in  Queens;  but  there  is  un  such  Return  from  \Ve.-tvlie?ter-cmn«ty  ; 

! there  is  no  such  Return  among  tin-  archives  of  the  County,  in  the  office 
of  the  County-clerk  ; and  we  have  failed  to  find  anything  ivs.  mblmg 
i such  a Return,  in  the  offices  of  the  Town-clerks,  in  the  several  Town-. 

The  signor  of  the  following,  which  was  sent  fi  mu  Aiuenia,  in 
I Duchess-county,  is  classed  among  the  44  3 Tories  ” of  that  “ Precinct  : ’ 

“Juney"  Nlb,  A1  1775.  This  may  sorts  fy  all  pejwl  whome  It  may 
“ cornsern  that  L the  Svbmriber  am  willing  to  do  what  is  best  and 
“weight  to  secure  the  privilig.-*  of  a mariga  both  sivel  and  sacred  and  to 
“ follow  tJ » • • advise  of  our  Reverend  emigres  so  far  as  they  do  the  word 
“ of  Coni  and  the  ex/a  tuple  of  Jos  vs  Christ  ami  I hop'  in  the  grace  of  Cod 
“ no  more  will  be  required,  as  witness  my  hand, 

14 John  C arnsfy." 

G See  the  Resolutions  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  jutge  94,  ante. 

7 See  the  general  Circular  Let  ter  of  the  Congress,  on  this  page,  ante, 
i The  same  declaration,  more  distinctly  uttered,  may  be  seen  in  the 
j Letter  of  the  Vrodnciol  Congress  to  Christopher  Votes  ,tu,l  V.  His 

Fonda,  of  Tr,/,ni -count// ; in  th>»t  from  the  soine  to  Cohniet  Join*'*  /.'•••/.  >•<,  ot 
j Kent.  in  Cniuherloud'conuttj  ; aud  in  that  front  the  soot,  to  Jo eof>  lin'd*  y 
j and  Cohool  Peters,  of  tiloncester-eounty — all  of  them  dated  “In  Provi.n- 
l **CI \L  Co.MiKF.sS,  Nkw  York  , the  il.'t  .May,  1775.“ 

| s Junnutl  of  the  Vrovinrud  O.oojnss,  “olio.,  P.  31.,  May  -51*1,’*  ptiges 
93,  ante. 


■ 

■ 


. 


or. 


W ESTC IIKSTEK  COT N TV. 


of  that  Currency  by  the  Continental  Congn  ,-s,  with 
specified  provisions  Ibr  1 1 > « - payment  o!  it,  was  recom- 
mended 1 — the  original  proposition  for  the  omission 
of  those  immense  amounts  ot  “Continental-bills,"  , 
which,  subsequently  and  with  the  help  of  friendly 
legislation  in  the  Continental  Congress,  atforded  so 
favorable  an  opportunity  for  repudiation  by  the  1 
United  States,  “ the  faith  of  the  Nation  ” to  the  con- 
trary  notwithstanding. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  was  “ fully  debated 
“ ami  considered,”  by  the  Provincial  Congress,  and, 
by  an  unanimous  vote,  it  \yas  adopted,  with  an  order 
transmitting  a copy  of  it  to  the  1 telegates  ot  the  Col- 
ony, in  the  Continental  Congress. - 

A circumstance  occurred,  within  the  Provincial 
Congress,  early  in  its  Session,  which  requires  partic- 
ular notice  in  this  place. 

One  week  after  that  body  bad  been  originally  or- 
ganized, [May  30,  177o]  Benjamin  K i-sam,  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  “ moved  in  the  words  following, 

“ to  wit : ‘Forasmuch  as  a reconciliation  between 
“ Great  Britain  and  these  Colonies,  on  constitutional 
“ principles,  is  essential  to  the  well-being  of  both 
“ countries,  and  will  prevent  the  horrors  of  a Civil 
“ War,  in  which  this  Continent  is  now  about  to  be 
“ involved,  it  is,  therefore,  the  indispensable  duty 
“ of  this  Congress,  to  •communicate  to  the  Delegates 
“ of  this  Colony,  in  Continental  Congress,  their  seu- 
“ timents  respecting  the  terms  of  such  reconciliation; 

“ I,  therefore,  move  that  a Committee  be  appointed 
“ to  prepare  and  state  the  terms  on  which  such  re- 
“ conciliation  may  be  tendered  to  Great  Britain,  con- 
“ sistent  with  the  just  Liberties  and  Freedom  of  the 
“subject,  in  America,  to  the  intent  that  t he  same, 

“ when  approved  by  this  Congress,  may  he  laid  before 
“ the  said  Delegates,  as  our  sense,  on  this  important 
“ subject,"  to  be  humbly  submitted  to  their  considera- 
“ tion." 

A question  of  such  great  importance  and  so  dis- 
tasteful to  many  of  the  Deputies,  was  reasonably  dis- 
cussed with  much  warmth  ; and  it  is  very  evident 
that,  had  the  vote  been  taken,  at  that  time,  the  mo-  | 
tion  would  have  been  adopted  by  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress. It  was  evidently  approved  by  a majority  of  i 
the  Counties;  but.  if  the  vote  could  be  postponed,  ; 
changes  might  be  effected,  by  fair  means  or  by  foul  \ 
— there  were  astute  and  experienced  politicians  within  j 
and  around  that  Provincial  Congress— and  three  of  j 
the  Counties  who  were  opposed  to  the  motion  re- 
sorted to  the  tenth  Rule  of  the  Congress,*  not  re- 
sorted to,  on  any  other  occasion,  during  the  entire 


- Journal  iif  tUf'  Pi’ocincuil  i lonijr. “ Die  Marti-,  0 ho.,  A.M.,  May 

••  30'\  177.5.” 

-Journal  of  tin-  Prnrinrial  Conijrrn-s,  “Die  Marti-,  ‘J  ho.,  A.M  , May 
“311,  1775.” 

-“loth. — That  no  ipi.-t-tion  shall  t*o  determine'!  ou  the  Uav  that  it  is 
“ a^itatr-i,  if  three  Counties  -iiali  re'iuest  that  it  If  deferral  to  tin1 
“ next  day.'' — ( Uni".  if  tlir  t Voa/re.-.-,  iu  the  Journal  if  thr.  [Yurinrial  t.'on- 
jrr.14,  Tuesday,  23rd  of.  .May,  1775.) 


period  of  tb-  e\i  '■  n •!'  that  Comrros,  to  secure 
that  advanl.it:<-  :i  ;•!.  tie  pir.  , it  possible,  to  defeat  thr 
motion — “at  the  r « 1 1 j * -->  if  the  Deputies  ot  the  Lily 
“and  Cnit tit v of  Albany  and  the  Counties  of 
“ Ulster,  Suffolk,  and  Charlotte,”  it  w;ts  “Ordered, 
“ That  the  suin'  he  deferred.”  1 

Although  thr  Rule  required  the  Congress  to  resume 
the  consideration  of  the  motion  ou  “the  next  day,’ 
the  Rule  was  disregarded  ; ’ and,  on  the  billowing 
day  [.him  1,  177'f.j  Mr.  Ki-sam,  with  the  leave  of 
the  Congress,  witlulrew  the  motion,  “in  order  to 
j “ amend  it.”  * 

On  the  second  of  June,  the  amended  motion  was 
submitted  by  Mr.  Ki.—am,  “in  the  words  following, 
“to  wit:  Forasmuch  as  a reconciliation  between 

“ Great  Britain  and  these  Colonies,  on  constitutional 
“ principles,  is  essential  to  the  well-being  of  both 
“ countries,  ami  will  prevent  the  horrors  of  a Civil 
“ W ar,  in  which  thi-  Continent  is  now  about  to  he 
“involved:  I move  that  a Committee  he  appointed 
“ to  prepare  a plan  of  such  accommodation,  and  re- 
“ port  the  same  t* > this  House.” 

The  revolutionary  faction,  led  by  John  Morin 
Scott  and  Alexander  McDotigal,  resolutely  opposed 
the  motion  ; and  the  last-named,  seconded  by  Abra- 
ham Brasher,  moved  lor  the  previous  question,  in  or- 
der to  defeat  it;  but  only  Ulster,  Orange,  Suffolk, 
and  Duchess-counties  favored  the  motion  for 
the  previous  question  ; and  it  was  defeated  — • 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  differing  from  all  his  asso- 
ciates from  Westehester-eounty,  voting  with  the  rev- 
; olutionary  faction.  The  motion  of  Mr.  Kissain  was 
then  carried,  without  any  dissent,  except  that  of 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  who  recorded  that  dissent  on 
the  .Journal  of  tin  Congress. 

Colonel  Woodhull,  of  Suffolk,  one  of  those  who 
had  opposed  the  motion,  then  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment of  the  motion,  the  addition  of  these  words: 
“ That  we  may  be  ready,  if  we  shall  think  it  neees- 
“ sary,  to  communicate  our  sentiments  upon  that  sub- 
ject to  our  Delegates  at  Philadelphia;”  which  was 
subsequently  adopted,  without  a division,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words:  “ Li  solved,  therefore,  That,  although 
“ we  would,  by  no  means,  presume  to  dictate  to  the 
“ General  Continental  Congress,  yet  it  is  highly  uec- 
“ essarv  that  this  House  he  prepared  to  give  our  sen- 
“ timents  to  our  Delegates,  in  the  said  Congress, ujx*u 
“ such  plan  of  accommodation.”  With  the  ap- 
pointment of  John  Morin  Scott,  Isaac  Low,  Alexan- 
der McDougai,  Ben  jamin  Kissain,  and  Thomas  Smith, 
of  the  City  of  New  York ; John  Sloss  Hobart,  Colo- 
; n el  Nathaniel  Wooi.Ihull,  and  Thomas  Tredwell,  of 
j Suffolk ; Robert  Yates  and  Peter  Silvester,  of  the 
City  and  County  of  Albany  ; Gouverneur  Morris,  of 
I 

* Journal  of tlf  Prortunol  ( \ni-jrrs.+t  “ •>  lio.,  I’.M.,  M«iy  3l), 
j J .fount'll  of  fit-  lYvriio  tol  ('oiujrn**,  “ IMo  Mvrcurii,  9 ho.,  A.M.,  May 
• M3I,  ITT'*. * 1 

I 6 Jon nud  •■///)»'  JYoeiuriof  G'Mj/iy**,  “ l>ie  Joyis,  9 ho.,  June  1,  177a.** 
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■ ; • , &nniy/  Ep)v  ut  Duchcss- 

^,(jw.wt /;  '■'•.’(I  l l . vf  ( • m- county  ; mul 

Mii  ii.au,  u!  K.v him  a J-county — six  of  whom, 
in.  imling  M'  i»rt.  Smit.  M<  Dougnl,  Hobart,  Wood- 
ii.j!).  |'*4n...  ami  Tr«Mwvll,  wore  undoubtedly  opposed 
i . t *,«-  <r.t4fr  ii.-n . ii.oMt — for  a ( 'ominif toe,  with  in- 
^Cr^cTi'U-  • (•>  ‘ make  rejKirt  witli  all  coincnient  speed,” 

■hi  iu.b/?ef  fKsr*''h  temporarily.1 

It  gutJt  nmil  the  twenty-second  of  June,  that 
fh  * Co  was  ready  to  report  to  the  Provincial 

<fo  the  result  of  its  deliberations  on  the  sub- 

mit* huh  had  been  referred  to  it.  On  that  day,  the 
Reft1  rJTw.u*  presented,  and  read,  tsvice,  when  the  i’ol- 
hvl^r  Very  .-t'gnifieanl  Order  thereon  was  made  by 
she  < ongrcss  : 

• < ) uiit. k k f >,  That  the  same  be  taken  into  consider- 
••  alien  on  Saturday  morning  next;  that  the  mem- 
" biers  of  each  County  have  leave  to  take  one  copy 
“ thereof,  each  copy  to  be  numbered  by  one  of  the 
" Secretaries,  who  shall  take  a memorandum  of  the 
“ name  of  the  member  who  shall  take  with  him  such 
“ copy  and  the  number  of  the  copy  by  him  taken, 
“ that  all  such  copies  may,  on  Saturday  next,  be  re- 
“ turned  to  and  filed  with  the  Secretaries;  and  all 
“ the  members  are  directed  by  the  President,  from 
“ the  (.'hair,  to  take  the  utmost  care  to  preserve  the 
“ said  copies  secret,  and  to  keep  secret  the  subject 
“ matter  thereof.  And  it  is  agreed  that  no  member 
“ shall  transcribe  the  said  Pcporc,  or  take  any  copy 
“ from  the  copies  taken  out  of  the  House  for  the  use 
“ of  the  members  of  each  County  ; and  that  all  the 
“ said  copies  shall,  on  Saturday  next,  be  returned  to 
“ the  Secretaries.”  2 

On  the  following  Saturday  \_June  24,  1775,]  the 
Provincial  Congress  proceeded  to  consider  the  lie- 
port,  agreeable  to  its  Order  made  on  the  preceding 
Thursday  ; and,  after  the  Report  had  been  read  and 
re-read,  debated  and  amended,  during  the  greater 
port  ion  of  that-  day  and  a portion  of  the  following 
Tuesday,  the  proposed  “ Plan  of  Accommodation 
“with  Great  Britain,”  thus  amended,  was  adopted, 
apparently  with  much  cordiality,  by  all,  except  by 
those  of  the  revolutionary  faction.3 

That  very  important  paper,  the  “ Plan,  of  Accommo- 
“ dution  with  Great  Britain which  is  essential  to  a 
propel  understanding  of  the  character  of  the  doings 
of  the  Provincial  Congress,  at  a later  period  of 
its  existence,  was,  in  its  completed  form,  in  these 
words: 


] “dated  the  twentieth  day  of  October,  1774,  and  all  the 
“ Statutes  of  the  British  Parliament,  passed  since  that 
j “day,  restraining  the  Trade  and  Fishery  of  Colonics 
I “on  this  Continent,  ought  to  he  repealed. 

“That  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  Britain  ought 
“to  regulate  the  Trade  of  the  whole  Empire,  for  the 
“general  benefit  of  the  whole,  and  not  for  the  sep- 
“ arate  interest  of  any  particular  part ; and  that,  from 
i “ the  natural  Right  of  Property,  the  powers  of  Taxa- 
“ tion  ought  to  be  confined  to  the  Colony  Legislatures, 
“ respectively. 

“ Therefore,  That  the  monies  raised  as  Duties, 
j “upon  the  Regulations  of  Trade,  ought  to  be  paid 
“ into  the  respective  Colony  Treasuries,  and  be  subject 
“to  the  disposal  of  their  Deputies. 

“That  in  those  Colonies  whose  Representatives  in 
“ Geueral  Assembly  are  now  chosen  for  a greater  term 
“ thau  three  years,  such  Assemblies,  for  the  future, 
“ ought/  iu  their  duration,  not  to  exceed  that 
“ term. 

“That  the  Colonists  are  ready  and  willing  to  sup- 
“port  the  Civil  Government  within  their  respec- 
“ tive  Colonies  ; and,  on  proper  requisitions,  to 
“assist  in  the  general  defence  of  the  Empire,  in 
“ as  ample  manner  as  their  respective  abilities  will 
“ admit. 

“ That  if  objections  be  made  that  a resort  to  a 
“variety  of  Colony  Legislatures,  for  general  aids,  is 
“ inconvenient,  and  that  large,  unappropriated  Grants 
“to  the  Crown,  from  America,  would  endanger  the 
“ Liberty  of  the  Empire,  then  the  Colonies  are  ready 
“and  willing  to  assent  to  a Continental  Congress, 
“ deputed  from  the  several  Colonies,  to  meet  with  a 
“President  appointed  by  the  Crown,  for  the  purpose 
“of  raising  and  apportioning  their  general  aids,  upon 
, “ application  made  by  the  Crown,  according  to  the 
J “advice  of  the  British  Parliament,  to  be  judged  of  by 
j “ the  said  Congress. 

“And  as  the  free  enjoyment  of  the  Rights  of  Con- 
“ science  is,  of  all  others,  the  most  valuable  branch  of 
“human  Liberty;  and  the  indulgence  and  establish- 
“rnent  of  Popery,  all  along  the  interior  confines  of 
“ the  old  Protestant  Colonies,  tends  not  only  to 
“obstruct  their  growth  but  weaken  their  security; 
“that  neither  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  nor 
“any  other  earthly  Legislature  or  Tribunal  ought  or 
| “ can  interfere  or  interpose,  in  any  wise,  howsoever, 
“iuthe  religious  and  ecclesiastical  concerns  of  the 
“ Colonies. 


That  all  the  Statutes  and  parts  of  Statutes  of  the 
“ British  Parliament,  which  are  held  up  for  repeal  by 
“the  late  Continental  CongreSs,  in  their  Association, 


1 J’.vrnnl  nj  Ot*  Procin.'i.it  Contjrc**,  “ Dio  Veneris,  9 ho.,  A.M.,  J une  2, 

•Jmnt.il  of  the  Conjress,  “ Lie  Jovis,  9 ho.,  A. 31.,  June  2*2, 

i m "ril  ..j  Of-  I'rrriiu'Uil  4ho.,  1\M.,  Die  Alartis,  .Itmo 
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“That  the  Colonies,  respectively,  are  entitled  to  a 
“free  and  exclusive  power  of  legislation,  within 
“ themselves,  respectively,  in  all  cases  of  internal 
“ polity,  whatsoever,  subject  only  to  the  negative  of 
“ their  Sovereign,  in  such  manner  as  has  been,  hcre- 
“ tofore,  accustomed. 

“ Resolved : That  no  one  Article  of  the  aforer 
“going  Report  be  considered  preliminary  to  another, 
“sons  to  preclude  an  accommodation  without  such 
“Article;  and  that  no  part  of  the  said  Report  he 
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“deemed  binding  or  obligatory  upon  the  Ropre-  i 
“sentativea  ot’  this  ‘Colony,  in  Continental  Con-  , 
gross.” 1 

The  principles  on  which  that  Plan  was  constructed 
and  the  methods  which  were  proposed  for  the  execu-  ' 
tion  of  its  provisions  were  so  radically  subversive  of; 
all  the  purposes  for  which  Colonies  were  established  | 
and  protected  ; so  singularly  presumptuous  in  claiming  ! 
all  the  privileges  and  benefits  enjoyed  by  English- 
men without  assuming  any  of  the  burdens  under  j 
which  Englishmen  were  then  staggering;  so  unac-  ; 
countably  inconsistent  in  conceding  the  authority  of  j 
the  Parliament  to  regulate  their  Trade  and  "to  j 
levy  Duties  on  their  Imports  while,  at  the  same  time,  j 
they  denied  the  authority  of  that  Parliament  to  im- 
pose Taxes  on  them,  for  general  purposes,  in  the  ! 
same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  and  for  the  ! 
same  purposes  that  it  imposed  similar  Taxes  on  I 
Englishmen,  in  England;  so  unduly  arrogant  in  j 
dictating  to  the  Home  Government  and  to  the  I’arlia-  ! 
merit  what  they  should  do  and  what  they  should  not  j 
do — including,  in  the  former,  a removal  of  all  those  ! 
obstructions  to  the  “illicit  Trade”  of  the  Colonists,  ! 
which  that  Home  Government  and  that  Parliament 
bad  interposed— as  the  price  of  their  indirect  proffer 
of  an  abandonment  of  their  rebellious  movements 
and  of  their  return  to  their  duties,  as  subjects  of  the 
Crown,  that  it  is  difficult  to  bring  one’s  self  to  a 
belief  that  the  framers  and  supporters  of  that  pro- 
posed P/an  were  really  sincere  in  proposing  it.  unless 
with  the  qualification  that  their  enthusiasm  and  the 
seeming  indifference  of  the  Home  and  Colonial 
Governments  had  blinded  them  to  its  remarkable 
peculiarities,  and  induced  them  to  regard  the  Colonists 
as  something  superior,  in  their  political  standing, 
to  other  subjects  of  the  Crown — as  something  more 
than  subjects,  ow  ing  obedience  to  those  in  authority 
and  to  the  Laws  of  the  land.  Such  a Plan,  had  it 
been  submitted  to  the  Home  Government  and  to  the 
Parliament,  would,  unquestionably,  have  aggravated 
instead  of  conciliated,  and  have  widened  the  breach 
which  then  separated  the  Colonies  and  the  Mother 
Country,  instead  of  closing  it.  It  is  serviceable,  how- 
ever, to  the  careful  student  of  the  history  of  that 
period,  to  indicate  how  much  the  Rebellion  had 
already  palled  upon  the  senses  of  even  those  who 
were  its  local  leaders;  how  much  a reconciliation  v.as 
secretly  hankered  for,  even  among  those  who  were 
blustering  in  fictitious  bravery  ; how  much  of  hypoc- 
risy there  was  among  those  who  were  loudly  pretend- 
ing to  be  “patriots,”  in  harmony  with  similar 
“patriots”  in  each  of  the  other  Colonies,  all  of  them 
zealously  and  noisily  crowding  the  entire  Continent 
into  an  open  and  unqualified  Rebellion,  while,  at  the 
same  time,  they  were  secretly  determining,  among 
themselves,  by  how  slight  a bond  they  were  hound  to 
their  associates  in  crime,  how  delicately  constructed 

1 J>ur,bil  of  the  Provincial  OnigrtM,  1 ho.,  P.  M.,  Pie  M.irtis,  June  27, 
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were  their  honor  and  their  patriotism,  and  at  what 
price  the  Hum-  Government  could  pure: base  their  ad- 
herence and  tin ir  “ patriotism ” and  t heir  sympathy 
with  their  compatriots,  whenever  that  Home  Govern- 
ment should  incline  to  enter  the  market  of“patriot- 
“ ism,”  for  such  a purpose. 

At  a verv  earlv  period,  the  security  of  the  pass  at 
King-bridge  appears  to  have  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  revolutionary  faction  ; and  measures  were  taken 
with  the  evident  intention  of  throwing  up  some 
defensive  works,  at  that  point,  for  the  protection 
of  the  City. 

Immediately  alter  the  receipt  of  intelligence  con- 
cerning tli e raid  of  the  Royal  troops  on  Lexington 
and  Concord,  without  any  formal  order  from  the 
Committee  of  One  hundred,  great  numbers  of  men 
were  employed  in  hauling  the  cannon  from  the  City 
to  Kingsbridge,  in  readiness  for  the  work  of  intrench- 
ment;2  and  on  the  fourth  of  May,  the  Committee 
“ordered,  that  Captain  Sears,  Captaiu  Randall,  and 
“Captain  Fleming  be  a Committee  to  procure  proper 
“judges  to  go  and  view  the  ground  at  or  near  Kings- 
“ bridge,  and  report  to  this  Committee,  with  all 
“convenient  speed,  whether  it  will  answer  the  pur- 
“ poses  intended  by  it  ”3— although  they  were  not 
described,  the  “ purposes  ” referred  to  were,  evidently, 
for  the  protection  of  the  City  from  any  irruption,  by 
land,  from  the  country  Towns. 

The  published  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  One 
hundred,  iu  the  City  of  New  A’ ark,  make  no  meution 
of  the  doings  of  that  Committee  ; and  it  is  not  proba- 
l.ble  that  it  accomp  lished  anything,  in  the  way  of  forti- 
fying Kingsbridge ; but,  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  May, 
the  Continental  Congress  agreed  to  the  following 
Resolutions,  “respecting  New  York,”  one  of  which 
relates  to  the  defence  of  Kingsbridge.  These  Reso- 
lutions were  in  the  following  words  : 

“ 1. — Resolved,  That  a Post  be  immediately  taken 
“ and  fortified  at  or  near  King’s-Bridge,  in  the  Colony 
“ of  New- York  ; and  that  the  ground  be  chosen  with 
“a  particular  view  to  prevent  the  communication 
“ between  the  City  of  New-York  and  the  country 
“ from  being  interrupted  by  laud. 

“ 2. — Resolved,  that  a Post  be  also  taken  in  the 
“ Highlands,  on  each  side  of  Hudson’s  River,  and  IJat- 
“ teries  erected  in  such  manner  as  will  most  effectual- 
“ ly  prevent  any  Vessels  passing,  that  may  he  sent  to 
“harass  the  Inhabitants  on  the  borders  of  said  River; 
“and  that  experienced  persons  be  immediately  sent 
“ to  examine  said  River,  in  order  to  discover  where  it 
“ will  be  most  advisable  and  proper  to  obstruct  the 
“ Navigation. 

“3. — Resolved,  That  the  Militia  of  New-York  be 
“armed  and  trained,  and  in  constant  readiness  to  act 
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■ it  i moment’*  w.irtiii).'  ; -i ti> l that  a number  ot  Men 
i 1.  '.1  kept  in  that  City,  Mir! 

• »,<  ,|  «.i  t>i  give  ion  to  tlie  Inhabit- 

44  ants  m.i*a*-*  nit'*  iii-iik  should  be  ottered  b\  tne 
•4  rn«>|M  ill  At  may  land  there,  and  to  prevent  any 
44  i'.M  m ;•»  ;hii  may  be  made  to  pain  possession  of 

• | Sfj,i  interrupt  its  intercourse  with  the  j 

44 . - ytilfv 

i:,.-ol,vK!i.]  “That  it  be  left  to  t!te Provincial 
;:vrrv,  e!  Xew-York  to  determine  the  number  of 
« itlii  ieiit  to  occupy  the  several  Posts  above- 
. ,ued,  and  also  that  already  recommended  to  be 
• ,k  ,,t  „r  near  Lake  George,  as  well  as  to  guard  the 
t'ijv.  J'rori  Ini,  the  whole  do  not  exceed  the  number  I 

• t tii rec  thousand  men,  to  be  commanded  by  such  j 

••  i Mirers  as  shall  be  thereunto  appointed  by  said  j 

" Provincial  Congress,  and  to  be  governed  by  such  ! 

” ltub-s  and  Regulations  as  shall  be  established  bvsaid  i 
^ . ‘ 

*•  ('ongress,  until  farther  order  is  taken  by  this  Con-  J 

'•gross;  Provided,  also,  that  if  the  said  Provincial  ! 

44  Congress  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  number  pro-  ; 

“posed  will  not  be  suliicient  for  the  several  services 

41  above  recommended,  that  the  said  Congress  report 

“ their  sentiments  upon  this  subject  to  this  Congress, 

“as  soon  as  may  be. 

“5.” — [Resolved.]  “That  it  be  recommended  to 
“ the  said  Provincial  Congress,  that  in  raising  those 
“ Forces,  they  allow  no  Bounties  or  Clothing,  and 
“that  tiieir  Pay  shall  not  exceed  the  establishment 
“ of  the  New-England  Colonies. 

“ 6.” — [Resolved.]  “That  it  be  further  recom- 
“ mended  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  aforesaid,  that  j 
“the  Troops  be  enlisted  to  serve  until  the  last  clay 
“of  December  next,  unless  this  Congress  shall  direct 
“ that  they  he  sooner  disbanded.”  1 

On  the  following  day,  [May  26,  1775,]  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  further  “ Resolved,  That  it  lie  recom- 
“ mended  to  the  Congress  aforesaid,  to  persevere  the 
“more  vigorously  in  preparing  for  their  defence,  as  it 
“ is  very  uncertain  whether  the  earnest  endeavours  of 
“ibis  Congress  to  accommodate  the  unhappy  differences 
“ between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies,  by  coneilia- 
“ lory  measures,  will  be  successful ; ” and,  in  addition, 
it  “ Ojidered,  That  the  above  Resolves,  respecting 
“ Xew-York,  be  transmitted  by  the  President  in  a let- 
“ ter,  to  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New- York ; and 
“ th. . t it  be  particularly  recommended  t6  said  Con- 
'■  gross,  by  the  President,  not  to  publish  the  foregoing 
Resolves,  but  to  keep  them  as  secret  as  the  nature  of 
“ the  case  retjuircs.”2 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  May,  the  Resolutions  | 
which  had  been  thus  adopted  by  the  Continental 
Congress,  were  received  by  the  Provincial  Congress  ; 3 
and  on  the  following  day,  on  motion  of  John  Morin 


' J uni‘d  of  l)ia  C-OMtinnitnl  Conyre#*,  “Thursday,  May  25,  1775. ” 

■ J"unuil  of  tiir  O udinvntitl  Coiiyrew,  “ Friday,  May  2l'»,  1775.” 

-1 of  Uic  I*rovineuU  G>nyres«f  “Dies  Lunai,  4 ho.,  P.M.,  May 
1775.” 


Scott,  of  the  City  of  Xew-York,  they  were  taken  into 
consideration — that  portion  of  them  which  directed 
tin-  fortifying  of  Kingsbridge,  was  referred  to  Cap- 
tain Richard  Montgomery,  of  Duchess- county,  llenry 
Glenn  and  Robert  Yates,  of  Albany-county,  and  Col- 
onel James  Van  Cortiandt  and  Colonel  James 
Holmes,  of  Westchester-county,  with  orders  “to  view 
“ the  ground  at  or  near  King’s  Bridge,  and  report  to 
“this  Congress  whether  the  ground  near  King’s 
“ Bridge  will  admit  of  making  a fortification  there, 
“ that  will  he  tenable ; and  at  what  particular  place 
“the  ground  will  admit  of  making  the  best  and 
“most  tenable  fortification;  and  that  they  call  to 
“ their  assistance  such  persons  as  they  shall  think 
“ necessary,  and  make  report  to  this  Congress,  with  all 
“convenient  speed:”  that  portion  of  them  which 
directed  the  erection  of  fortifications  in  the  High- 
lands, on  the  Hudson- river,  was  referred  to  Colonel 
James  Clinton  and  Christopher  Tappan,  both  of  Ul- 
ster-county, with  orders  to  “take  to  their  assistance 
“ such  persons  as  they  shall  think  necessary  ; to  go  to 
“the  Highlands,  and  view  the  banks  of  Hudson’s 
“ river  there  ; and  to  report  to  this  Congress  the  most 
“ proper  place  for  erecting  one  or  more  fortifications  ; 
“and,  likewise,  an  estimate  of  the  expense  that  will 
“ attend  erecting  the  same.”  4 

Both  these  Resolutions  were  initiatory  of  prolonged 
and  not  always  harmonious  and  agreeable  proceed- 
ings, both  without  and  within  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress and  both  without  and  within  the  Congress  of 
the  Continent,  all  of  which  can  be  considered  with 
greater  propriety  in  the  local  publications  concerning 
the  Towns  of  Kingsbridge  and  Cortiandt  and  in  the 
general  publications  concerning  the  War  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution,  than  in  a general  History  of  the 
County  of  Westchester;  and,  for  that  reason  and  with 
this  introductory  send-off,  the  construction  of  those 
military  works  to  which  the  Resolutions  referred  will 
receive  no  further  attention,  in  this  narrative. 

On  the  thirty-first  of  May,  in  its  further  considera- 
tion of  the  Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
which  have  beeD  already  laid  before  the  reader,  the 
Provincial  Congress  resolved,  “ that  it  be  recommended 
“to  the  Inhabitants  .of  this  Colony,  in  general,  im- 
“ mediately  to  furnish  themselves  with  necessary  arms 
‘■’and  ammunitions;  to  use  all  diligence  to  perfect 
“ themselves  in  the  military  art;  and,  if  necessary,  to 
“ form  themselves  into  Companies,  for  that  purpose, 
“uutil  the  further  order  of  the  Congress;”  and  it 
ordered  the  Resolution  to  he  printed  in  the  news- 
papers and  in  handbills.  At  the  same  time,  it  met 
the  call  of  the  Continental  Congress,  for  men  to  oc- 
cupy the  proposed  posts  at  Kingsbridge  and  in  the 
Highlands,  for  the  protection  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  and  for  that  of  Lake  George,  referred  to  in  the 
third  and  fourth  Resolutions  of  that  Congress,  by  re- 
solving that  it  “ would  use  all  possible  diligence  in 
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“ embmlyin'r  men  jitTonling  to  the  .suid  Resolution** ; ” ! 
and  hv  «{'|iointinu:  a (.'oininittei;  " t* » r.  ;.t>rr  an  ar- 
*’  rungvmciit  of  the  troops  to  be  embodied  for  the  ; 
“defence  of  this  Colony;  and  to  report  such  Rule * 

“ ami  Regulations  as  would  be  proper  to  be  established 
“by  this  Congress,  for  the  government  of  such  ! 
“ troops.”  1 

The  doings  of  the  Provincial  Congress  were,  of  , 
course,  entirely  in  the  interest  of  the  Rebel-  j 
lion. 

* »**  * * * * j 

Early  in  the  Summer,  as  has  been  stated,  the  Con-  ! 
tiuental  Congress  ordered  the  enlistment  of  a large  , 
armed  force,  of  which  three  thousand  were  io  be  | 
raised  and  put  into  the  field  by  the  Colony,  of  New 
York.  These  troops  were  to  be  commanded  by  such  j 
Officers  as  should  be  thereunto  appointed  by  the  { 
Provincial  Congress;  they  were  to  be  governed  by 
such  Rules  and  Regulations  as  that  Congress  should  \ 
establish  for  tlvat  purpose;  they  were  to  be  mustered  ! 
into  the  service,  to  serve  no  longer  than  the  last  day  j 
of  the  succeeding  December;2 *  and  as  there  was  no  ; 
enemy  before  them,  and  as  little  probability  existed  j 
that  there  would  he  auy  one  to  molest  them,  during 
their  short  term  of  service,  the  proffered  opportunity  j 
to  take  the  field,  as  Continental  Soldiers,  appeared  to  i 
be  very  inviting — i t seemed,  in  fact,  to  promise  what 
would  be  little  else  than  an  organized  picnic-party, 
for  the  succeeding  Summer  and  Autumn  and  early 
Winter  months. 

There  were,  of  course,  plenty  of  applications  from 
those  of  the  well-born,  among  the  revolutionary  fac- 
tion and  from  among  those  who  had  been  instrumental 
in  bringing  the  Livingstons  and  the  Morrises  and 
others  into  authority,  for  each  of  the  offices,  in  each 
of  the  four  Regiments  into  which  the  levy  on  New 
York  was  arranged ; hut  there  was  an  evident  back- 
wardness, among  the  masses,  from  the  beginning,  in 
enlisting  for  “the  private  station;”  there  was  a 
greater  anxiety,  among  those  who  did  enlist,  con- 
cerning their  pay  and  bounty  and  “ under  clothes,” 
than  for  the  welfare  of  the  Colony;  and,  generally, 
there  was  very  little  inclination,  any  where,  among  | 
those  who  had  them,  to  exchange  their  peaceful  oc-  j 
cu  patio  ns  and  their  domestic  comforts  and  their  quiet  ! 
homes,  under  such  circumstances  as  then  existed,  for  j 
a distant  encampment  or  a cjistant  military  post  and  \ 
the  sometimes  laborious  and  not  always  well-supplied  j 
and  always  irregular  lives  of  soldiers,  in  garrison  as  j 
well  as  in  the  field. 

-Of  the  four  Regiments  thus  ordered,  on  the  Conti-  j 
nental  Establishment,  only  the  Fourth,  or  Duchess,  | 
appears  to  have  had  any  connection  with  Westchester- 
couuty — James  Holmes,  of  Bedford,  an  experienced 


1 Journal  of  the  Prorin  rial  Cony  rest , “Die*  Mercurii,  ‘J  ho.,  A.M.,  May 
“31st,  1775. ” 

2 Jourmtl  <>/  the  Continental  Congress*  “ Thursday,  May  25,  anti  Friday, 

44  May  2f>,  1775— pages  98;  09,  ante. 


soldier  of  t!ie  firmer  War,  was  its  Colonel;'1  and 
Philip  Van  ( 'ortlandt,  of  Cortland t Manor,  who  held, 
al-o,  n Koval  Commission  of  Major  in  the  Colonial 
Militia,  was  its  Lieutenant-colonel  ;4  Barnabas  Tut- 
hill,  of  Soiitlmld,  Sulfblk  county,  was  its  Major;6 
Benjamin  Chapman  was  its  Quarter-master ; and 
Kbene/er  Hiisiluiui  was  its  Surgeon/*  Of  the  ten 
Companies  of  which  the  Regiment  was  composed, 
three  were  largely  from  Westehester-county — of  one 
of  these  Jonathan  Platt,  of  Bedford,  was  Captain,1 
David  Dan,  of  Poundridge,  was  First  Lieutenant;* 

and  Manning  Bull, of , was  Second  Lioutenant: 

of  another  of  those  Companies,  Daniel  Mills,  of  Bed- 


**  Junius  Holmefl  w«t«  tho  grund.vn  of  one  of  the  original  proprietors 
and  settler*  of  the  T iwn  of  Halford.  Ho  w;us  bora  in  that  Town,  in 
1737;  anil  a Cupt.iiri  in  thn  \nny.  during  the  War  with  France,  in  which 
he  gained  gr^at  credit.  Ho  wu»  elected  to  the  Provincial  Convention 
for  the  appointment  of  1 gate*  to  the  Continental  Congress  of  1771  ; 
and  lie  was  amend"  r of  the  Proiiacial  Congress,  by  wliom  he  was  made 
Colon*-!  of  this  Kegimont  He  went  villi  hi*  Regiment  to  the  northern 
frontier,  and  occupied  l’lccndoroga,  very  much  to  his  disgust : quarrel  led 
with  General  Schuy h i , who  commanded  in  that  3 department ; declined 
to  continue  in  the  servi  .e,  after  the  term  of  the  enlistment  of  his  com- 
mand had  expired;  bvamo  a Loyalist;  took  the  Lieuteuaiit-colonelcy 
of  the  Corps  of  the  Westchester  ouuty  Refugees  ; continued  to  live  in 
Bedford,  until  about  1>W,  when  he  removed  to  New  Haven,  where  be 
died,  on  ti:e  eighth  of  July,  l.v/4.  u ged  eighty-seven  years. 

An  extended  notice  of  him  may  be  seen  in  Jones’s  ffUtory  of  AVr  Y .- k 
dui'int/ the  Ifcnjh-iitmarii  HMr,  ii.,  334  33  U ; and,  in  hi?  Xofe*  tothat  His- 
tory (ii.,  618-621.)  Mr.  do  Lancey  has  re-produced,  in  full,  an  exceed- 
ingly interesting  autobiographical  tract,  front  the  Colonel's  own  pen. 

* Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  oldest  son  of  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  was  burn 
in  the  City  of  New  York,  in  1749 (?),  and  was  a graduate  of  King’s  (cow 
Columbia)  College,  in  the  class  of  1758  (?).  II"  was  a Surveyor  and  a 
Country  Merchant  and  Miller  ; a Major  in  the  Westchester-eounty 
Militia,  under  Governor  Tryon  ; and  a member  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress by  whom  he  was  made  Lieutenant-colonel  of  this  Kegiment.  He 
continued  in  the  military  service,  until  the  close  of  the  War  of  the  Revo- 
lution ; after  which  he  was  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  Forfeitures; 
represented  "Westehester-county  in  the  Assembly,  17S8-1!),  1789-’90;  the 
Southern  District,  in  the  Senate,  1791-’4  ; his  District,  in  Congress,  1793- 
1809:  and  died  on  the  twenty-first  of  November,  1331. — (Dolton’s  History 
(f  Westclu'ster-ccAiutjj  original  edition,  i.,  58-00  ; the  some,  second  edition, 
i.,  111-112;  etc.) 

^ Barnabas  Tuthill  was  a resident  of  South  old;  had  not  joined  the 
Regiment,  which  was  then  at  Ticondoroga,  as  late  as  the  first  of  Septem- 
ber, when  he  was  in  New  York  City,  “ unable  to  proceed  for  want  of 
“money  to  pay  Lis  i’Xj*tQS*;ti.”  He  appears  to  have  returned  to  the  ser- 
vice, in  1770  ; but,  during  the  Summer,  he  was  dismissed  from  the  Army, 
at  his  own  re qti»  st.  —{Join  i l ■ f tl  ■ l*rovii  iul  Congress,  “4hO.,  P.M., 
4 * September  1st,  177"';”  Genet ol  3Lc In  Robert  Yates,  44  Yon k fits, 
“21  October,  1770,”) 

6 The  Kostei*of  the  entire  Kegiment  may  be  seen  in  the  HUtorhal  .Vau- 
lt t rij  t<  r do  tiny  (<>  the  1?  nr  oj  the.  75  l — 'Military  C< 

531 — in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  at  Albany. 

"Jonathan  Platt  was  an  aged  man,  whom  Mr.  Dolton  has  erroneously 
made  the  great-grandfather  of  Hon.  Lewis  C.  Platt  of  White  Plains  ; hf* 
was  Mr.  Platt’s  grand-Uncle.  He  was  elected  a Delegate  to  the  Fro- 
vincial  Convention  culled  to  elei  t Deputies  to  the  Continental  Congress 
of  1774  ; l e was  a member  "f  the  fir**t  < Minty  Committee  of  Wts.  hester- 
county,  in  1775  ; and  a mender  < f tin-  fourth  Provincial  Congress,  or,  as 
it  was  called  after  a while,  tiio  Provinrial  Convention— that  which  de- 
clared the  Independence  of  X**w  York  from  tie-  King  of  Great  i’rituin. 
which  ha*!  not  been  dene  by  the  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  ou  the  fourth 
of  July,  1776. 

* David  Dan  was  a member  of  the  first  Comity  Committee  of  We^tch es- 
ter-county, in  1775,  and  a member  of  the  Town  Committee  of  Pound- 
ridge,  in  1770.  He  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  a Company,  in 
Colonel  Thomas’s  Kegimenr,  in  August,  1770. 
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ford,  was  Captain;1  F.lijah  1 luiitcr,  of  tin-  •’iim-Turn, 
was  First  Lieutenant ; J and  John  Bay  ley,  of- - 
was  Second  Lieutenant:3  of  the  remaining  Com- 
pany, Ambrose  Horton,  apparently  from  the  White 

Plains,  was  Captain  ; * 1 >nvid  Palmer,  of , was 

First  Lieutenant ; 1 and  Samuel  Tredwell  Pell,  of 

* Captain  Daniel  .Mills  continued  in  the  service,  aftei  'lie  Regiment 
whs  disbanded,  nt  the  close  of  the  year,  serving  as  a ('attain  in  Colonel 
Y*ri  Sdiaick’s  Regiment  of  the  New  York  Line,  in  the  Continental 
Army. 

- Llijab  Hunter  was  originally  natned  for  Second  Livut.-n  vnt,  with 
S.i  .iuei  Haight,  sul*soquently  Sheriff  of  tins  County.  :u»  Fir*t  I.i-uu*n  int. 
H.-  uasa  member  of  the  County  Committee,  representing  L .jf..r\l,  I77»i- 
7 ; subsequently  became  a Captain  iD  Van  Cortlandt'*  Regiment  ; and 
left  the  service  at  the  cb»se  of  1776. 

3 John  Bay  ley  evidently  left  the  Regiment  before  it  w.  nt  into  active 
service,  since,  in  August,  1775,  Miles  Oakley,  a mem;  r the  first 
County  Committee,  was  appointed  in  his  place,  leaving  the  i e at 
tho  end  of  the  year. 

The  following  paper,  with  the  names  of  the  men  eulisted  into  this 
Company,  is  taken  from  the  original  manuscript,  among  tin*  Tii*;<>riral 
Mnntiseripts  relating  to  the  Bur  of  the.  Revolution : Military  Returns,  xxvii., 
266  ; and  will  bo  interesting  to  those  who  have  descended  fr  m the  older 
families  of  Bedford  : 

“Beadford,  July  2'Jrh,  1775. 


.1  Return  of  the  Men  ini  is  ted  by  Ran 
: Lent. 

t ul  Mill s <J>J.pt.  and  1.7, 

“ Abijah  Dan, 

Abijah  Weed, 

“ Jonathan  Weeks, 

John  thomas, 

“ will  is  major  wilks, 

Lewis  Miller, 

“ John  feri.-:, 

James  trowbridg, 

“ James  Raymond,  Jim* 

Joseph  Clarke,  Jun* 

“ John  Bud, 

John  ellit,  .Jun- 

“ Amos  Roberts, 

Jatnes  C'annady, 

“ Henry  Rich, 

John  Gosseper, 

“ Abram  Nickels, 

James  Miller, 

“ Natbanel  Smith, 

Nathan  Holmes, 

Mosis  Higgins, 

John  Runnelds, 

“ ebencsor  weeb, 

William  Miller, 

“ Charles  parsons, 

Daniel  Holmes, 

“ Ambrcs  Benedick, 

Jeremiah  Lane, 

“ James  Bonnet, 

Giddeon  Smith, 

“Daniel  McClean, 

Zephaniah  Mil  Her, 

**  Lemuel  Light, 

Isaac  titus, 

“ James  Mills, 

John  Daniels, 

“ Thomas  Golding, 

John  Still, 

“Joseph  8 ears, 

George  Garret, 

“Low ran  Brinney, 

Holmes  astiu, 

“ newman  wayrin, 

newman  bet  to, 

“Timothy  Connor, 

John  Davlv, 

‘•Ilenry  Node, 

Sh  libel  Cunning, ah ■>: 

“ John  Cunninggaine, 

Patrick  Cuhana. 

‘•Total  od. 

“To  Peter  V.  B Livingston,  Esqr 

“ I*rerident,  of  ye  Xew  York  Provincial  Congress.” 

< There  is  some  reason  for  supposing  thut  Ambro-  llorton  w i>  im- 
ported from  Southold,  in  Suffolk-county,  to  take  the  comman.i  of  a Com- 
pany in  this  Regiment;  but,  wherever  lie  may  have  originated,  lie 
enlisted  “fifty-six  able  bodyed  men”  for  the  Company  ; and  reported 
them  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  from  the  White  Mains,  on  the  twenty- 
sixth  of  July,  1775,  {Historical  Manuscripts,  etc.:  Mili?>'.ry  ]i-  in,  ns,  xx vi., 
57.)  Unfortunately,  he  did  nut  return  the  names  of  those  enlisted  men. 

i Tho  First  Lieutenancy  of  this  Company  was  originally  given  to 
Samuel  CTanuon,  who  appears  to  have  given  way  1'.*r  David  Calmer, 
apparently  from  Duchess -county  : and,  in  Aucu.-f,  l , . tie  latter  was 
again  raised,  by  being  ap|K>int<»d  to  the  command  of  a « ‘ouipanv,  in  this 
Regiment.  While  he  held  trie  Lieutenancy,  he  enlisted  twenty-three 
men  forth  ia  Coinpany,  in  Kichmond-eouiity,  (Historic il  Manuscripts,  etc.: 
Military  Returns , xxvi.,  5d.) 


, was  Second  Lieutenant.6  Tho  names  of  none 

of  those  who  ltebl  Warrants,  as  No)i-eommi.siioite<l 
< Jtiicers,  in  either  of  these  Companies,  have  been 
preserved;  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that,  except  in 
the  instance  of  the  Bedford  Company,  the  names  of 
those  who  were  in  the  ranks,  as  Privates,  are  no 
longer  known.  A considerable  number  of  the  latter 
classes,  with  no  other  claim  to  distinction  than  their 
physical  ability  to  work  or  to  fight  and  their  good  in- 
tentions, was  probably  taken  from  the  yeomaury  of 
Westchester-county ; and,  notwithstandingthey  were 
mostly  detained  at  Ticortderoga,  without  having  been 
permitted  to  join  General  Montgomery,  before  Que- 
bec, as  he  particularly  desired  and  requested  they 
should  do,  there  is  no  reason  for  supposing  that  they 
failed,  in  the  slightest  degree,  to  discharge  every 
duty  which  was  laid  on  them,  satisfactorily  to  their 
commanding  Officers.  Some  of  them  are  said  to  have 
served  in  Canada ; 7 but  it  is  understood  that  the  Regi- 
ment was  discharged,  at  the  close  of  the  term  for 
which  it  had  been  enlisted;  and  that  the  greater 
number  returned,  with  honor,  to  their  respective 
homes. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, among  the  Resolutions  relating  to  the  Colony 
of  New  York,  which  it  adopted  on  the  twenty-fifth 
and  twenty-sixth  of  May, 8 included  a requisition 
“ that  the  Militia  of  New- York  be  armed  and  trained 
“and  in  constant  readiness  to  act  at  a moment’s 
“ warning,”  etc.;  and  that  those  Resolutions  were  duly 
transmitted  to  the  Provincial  Congress  of  that  Col- 
ony.'3 After  a prolonged  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject, by  two  Committees  and  by  the  body  of  the 
Provincial  Congress,1"  on  the  ninth  of  August,  a Re- 
port was  made  and  adopted,  providing  for  the  com- 
plete re-organization  of  the  Militia  of  the  Colony,  and 
for  a complete  change  in  the  personnel  of  those  who 
commanded  it.11  On  the  twenty -second  of  the  same 


6 Tho  Second  Lieutenancy  of  this  Company  was  originally  given  to 
Xehoiniah  Marshall ; but,  in  July,  1775.  that  gentleman  withdrew  and 
Mr.  Pell  was  appointed  to  the  vacancy.  The  latter  was  evidently  pro- 
moted to  the  First  Lieutenancy,  when,  in  August  of  that  year,  Lieuten- 
ant T 'aimer  wru-  promoted  to  the  command  "f  a Company  ; and,  on  tho 
same  day,  Isaac  Yau  Wuert  was  appointed  to  the  vacant  Second  Lieuten- 
ancy. 

’Captain  David  Palmer,  Lieutenant  Samuel  T.  Poll,  and  Lieutenant 
Isaac  Van  Waert  are  particularly  noticed  as  having  servd  in  Canada, 
in  1775,  (Historical  Manuscripts,  etc.:  Military  Com  in  if  tec' * Papers,  xxv., 
764  \ the  sa  .\c  , Military  Rrtnm*,  xxvii.,  100  ;)  audit  may  reasonably  be 
supposed  that  the  Company  of  which  they  were  Officers,  accomuinied 
them. 

8 Journal  of  the  Continental  Cony  re**,  “Thursday,  May  25.  and  Friday, 
“ May  26,  . 775,”  pages  98,  00,  ante. 

^.Jo.trnal  of  the  /V odncuil  Congress,  “ Die  Lume,  4 ho.,  J’.M.,  Mav  20th, 
“ 1775.” 

10  Journal  of  the  Prorincitd  Congress,  " Die  Veneris,  0 ho.,  A.M.,  July  7, 

“ 1775 the  same,  Die  Jovis,  0 ho.,  A.  M.,  July  27,1775  ;*'  the  $.nne, 
“ Di  Luna*,  '.)  hu.,  A.M.,  August  7,  1775  und  the  same,  “ Die  Mercutii, 
“ 0 August  9,  1775.” 

11  .Journal  of  the  1‘roeincinl  Congress,  “Dio  Mercurii,  9 ho.,  A.M., 
“ August  9,  1775.” 
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month,  with  a very  important  change,  which  permit- 
ted tho-m  who  wire  not  residents  of  the  Districts  or 
Heats  to  take  ami  to  hold  offices  therein,  that  Report 
was  included  in  an  elaborate  “ Militia  Hill,"  which 
provided  that  every  portion  of  the  Colony  should  be  | 
divided  into  “Districts  or  Beats,-’ in  such  manner 
that  each  of  those  Districts  should  include,  as  nearly, 
as  possible,  eighty-three  men  and  boys,  between  six- 
teen and  sixty  years  of  age,  and  capable  of  bearing  I 
arms.  These  Companies  were  to  be  commanded  by  I 
Officers  to  be  elected  by  the  respective  Companies,  ! 
and  commissioned  by  the  Provincial  Congress.  One  \ 
fourth  of  the  entire  force  was  to  be  organized  as  | 
Minute.-men;  the  Companies  were  to  be  organized 
into  Regiments;  the  Regiments  were  to  be  organized  ! 
into  Brigades ; and  all  were  to  be  commanded  by  a j 
Major-general,  to  be  appointed  and  commissioned  by.  \ 
the  Provincial  Congress.  Provisions  were  also  made  i 
requiring  “every  man,  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  ) 
“and  fifty,”  to  provide  himself  with  a musket  and 
bayonet,  a sword  or  tomahawk,  a cartridge-box  to 
contain  twenty-three  rounds  of  cartridges,  a knap-  j 
sack,  one  pound  of  gunpowder,  and  three  pounds  of  i 
balls;  and  various  other  provisions,  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Militia,  were  also  enacted.1 

There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  much  discon- 
tent, in  any  part  of  the  Colony,  because  of  the  passage 
of  that  Ordinance  or  Act  for  the  re-organization  of 
the  Militia  ; but  it  afforded  opportunities,  in  various 
places,  for  displays  of  that  contempt  for  the  uufran- 
chised  and  lowly  masses,  which  those  of  higher  social 
and  political  rank,  even  those  who  were  ostentatiously 
assuming  to  be  the  especial  guardians  and  defenders 
of  the  Rights  of  the  Colonists,  were  not  slow  in  present- 
ing to  the  world.  A notable  instance  of  this  contempt 
was  seen  at  Yonkers,  where  Frederick  Van  Curtlandt, 
an  unprovided-ibr  member  of  that  extended  family, 
aspired  to  the  command  of  the  Company  in  that 
Beat,  probably  as"  a stepping-stone  to  something  bet- 
ter. The  enrolled  members  of  the  Company,  in  whom 
the  right  of  election  rested,  preferred  one  of  their 
own  number,  John  Cock,  for  their  Captain ; and 
when  the  Roll  was  closed,  it  was  found  that  the  aris- 
tocratic aspirant  had  received  only  eleven  votes,  ! 
while  his  plebeian  opponent  had  received  forty-eight,  j 
and  one  had  been  given  to  William  Betts.1  The  do-  , 
feated  aspirant  subsequently  complained  that,  although  : 
his  successful  opponent  had  signed  the  Association,  \ 
lie  had  done  so  without  having  heartily  approved  it,  ! 
supporting  his  charge  with  an  affidavit  of  William  1 
Hadley,3  who  had  aspired 'to' the  First  Lieutenancy  j 


1 That  “ Militia  Bill/'  in  ejelrnsn,  was  puhtishsil  as  a Nole  to  the  Jour - ! 
util  of  the.  Provincial  Congress,  “ I >ie  Marti--,  0 ho.,  A.M.,  August  J‘2, 

“ 1775." 

- VutM  of  the  Milifia  'F'lihotlni'il  in  nr  rv.'.Tart  >\f  the  Ynnkrr*  awl  ../  niji-  J 
rern  nainei  this  21  .1  inja-st,  177V. — JUrtorii  <rl  Mtirtnxcrijiht,  etc.  : Military  j 
Jtetnrns,  xxvi.,  21  ; xxvii.,  2*21. 

31'  WMTeilKSTVU  Col  NTV,  KS. 

“William  Hadley,-  of  the  said  County,  yeoman,  pers.mally  appeared  1 


of  the  C'nmpanv,  and  had  received  only  twelve  of  1 1 , * - 
sixty  votes  which  were  east  for  that  office  ;*  and,  of 
course,  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  County 
transmitted  the  affidavit  to  the  Rrovincial  Con- 
gress, promising  to  supplement  what  was  then 
sent  with  evidence  that  Cock  had  “spoken  very  dis- 
“ respectfully  of  the  Congress;”  and  in  vitingthat  body 
to  withhold  the  Commission  to  which  Cock  was  en- 
titled under  the  provisions  of  the  Congress’s  own 
enactment.5  .Six  days  afterwards,  fifty-nine  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  Yonkers  presented  a Petition  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  justifying  their  action  in  elect- 
ing Cock  as  their  Captain,  and  asking  that  he  might 
be  commissioned,  as  such;0  but  Isaac  Green,  one  ot 


“ before  the  Committee  of  Safety  far  the  County  a fu resaid,  and  being 
“duly  sworn  on  th*»  Holy  Kvange'bts  of  the  Almighty  Col,  saith  that 
“he  the  Dejtonent  being  appointed  one  of  the  Sub-Committee  for  tho 
“superintending  the  signing  of  tin*  Central  Association  of  this  Province, 
“ carried  tho  same  to  one,  John  Hock,  of  the  Yonkers,  in  said  County, 
“and  asked  the  said  John  Cock  to  sign  the  same;  ho,  the  said  John 
“Cock  taking  the  pen  in  Ids  hand  uttered  the  following  words;  ’1  sign 
“‘this  with  my  hand,  but  not  with  my  heart,  fur  I would  not  have 
“ ‘signed  it  had  it  n«*t  been  for  my  w ite  and  family's  sake  ; ’ and  this  he 
“several  times  repeated  in  the  hearing  of  him  the  Deponent.  And 
“further  the  Depoivnt  saith  not. 

“ William  Hadley. 


“Sworn  the  11th  Sept,,  1775, 

“ before  me, 

“ Gilbt  Drake.” 


* Votes  of  the  MU  it  hi  P.mhoilyed,  etc. — Historical  Manuscript*,  etc.,  Mili- 
tary Returns,  xxvi.,  23;  xxvii.,  203. 

5 Letter  from  Gilbert  Drake,  Chairman , to  John  Haring,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  at  Xew  York,  *•  White-Plains,  Sept.  11th,  1775.” 

s Journal  of  the  Gnumittee  of  Safety,  “Dir*.  Luna.*,  9 ho.,  A.M.,  Septem- 
“ her  18,  1775.” 

The  Petition  thus  presented  has  been  preserved ; and  the  following 
has  been  copied  from  it — Historical  Manuscripts,  etc..  Petitions,  xxxi.,  101. 


“To  the  Hoxn,c  The  Provivtal  Congress  of  the  Province  of  R'fw 
“York  in  the  City  or  New  York  Convent* — On  in  their  Recess, 
“To  the  IloNob‘-  Thf.  Committee  of  S.vftey. 

“The  Honorable  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Precinct  of  the 
“lower  Yonkers  in  tlie  County  of  Westchester  Humbly  Shewetli  : 

“That  your  Honourable  House  have  made  a Resolve  anl  Published 
“the  same  Recommending  to  the  Inhabitants  of  every  Town  Manner 
“Precinct  A District  within  the  Province  aforesaid,  to  meet  nominate 
“and  appoint  Captains  arid  Oilier  Officers?  To  form  Themselves  -s  Com- 
“ puny8  of  M ilitia. 

“And  wherein-  the  Inhabit,  mis  of  thi  • Prc  :■  net  Did  meet  agpeabh-  to 
“your  said  Resolve  On  the  Tweiity-iourth  Day  of  August  Last,  under 
“the  Inspection  of  the  Commitoe  for  that  District  l>i  i by  a very  great 
*•  Majority  as  l>y  the  List  will  ap{**ar,  Did  Xominate  and  appoint  Mr. 
“John  Cock  of  the  said  Precinct  for  his  known  Skill  and  ability  in  the 
“Military  Discipline  anti  for  other  good  Cause,  appointed  him  Captain 
“of  the  said  Company  far  the  District  aforesaid. 

“Ami  whereas  we  are  informed  that  a Complaint  hath  been  made  t- 
“the  Commitoe  by  a few  of  the  Inhabitants  against  the  said  Mr.  John 
“Cock  out  of  Spite  and  .Malice  and  as  we  conceive  what  has  boon  a leg4 
“against  him  was  before  the  Signing  the  Association,  we  are  well 
“assured  that  Since  his  Signing  the  said  Association  no  person  Can  ac- 
“ cuao  him  of  breaking  the  same  by  any  ways  or  means  w hatever. 

“ Therefore  wo  the  Petitioners  and  Subscribers  Do  Humbly  beg  the 
“ Indulgence  of  This  Honourable  ll  mse  To  Gnmr  unto  Mr.  John  Cock 
“the  Commission  of  Captain  forth'*  Company  afoiv**uid  as  wo  are  Coii- 
“vinced  he  was  chosen  agreeable  to  your  said  Resolve  and  your  Peti- 
tioners n>  in  Duty  Round  shall  ever  pray. 
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i>,  who  haul  votei)  fur  Cofjk,  at  the  Election,  was  i 
i iui't'l  to  join  with  George  Hadley,  the  latter  m a 
M..  Affidavit,  hliow'ing  that  Cock  “had  damned  the 
•* * *•  provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  and  spoke  dis- 
’•  r^mi  tfuily  of  them  and  these  were  laid  before 
il;.-  Colonial  Committee  of  Safety,  in  ojiposition  to 
the  Petition  of  the  fifty-nine  and  to  the  claim  of  the 
C.ijitain-elect.  The  result  was  probably  foreseen  by 
tie.'  Petitioners  and  their  successful  candidate — why 
should  the  carefully  expressed  will  of  fifty-nine  respec- 
table men,  declared  in  conformity  with  the  published 
term-*  of  the  Congress  itself,  be  permitted  to  stand  in 
the  way  of  a Van  Cortlandt,  the  latter  with  nothing 
eise  than  two  t.c-purte  Affidavits  to  sustain  the  evi- 
dently ridiculous  charge  of  wrong-doing  in  the  suc- 
cessful candidate?  and, why,  also,  should  those  other 
successful  candidates  who  had,  also,  been  elected  by  j 
the  same  great  majority  and  at  the  same  time,  with- 
out even  the  semblance  of  an  accusation  against 
either  of  them,  be  permitted  to  receive  their  Com- 
missions? It  was  true,  that  the  latter  had  not  been 
known  to  have  spoken  disrespectfully  of  either  the 
Association  or  of  the  Congress:  it  was  true,  that  they 
had  received  nearly  five-sixths  of  the  votes  which 
were  cast : it  was  true,  that  the  Election  had  been 
held  under  the  inspection  of  the  proper  Committee : 
it  was  true,  that  every  requirement  of  the  Congress’s 


“Charles  Tylor, 

“ Martin  Tost, 

“James  Munro, 

“ AntliT  Allaire, 

“ Edward  Ryer, 

“ Benjamin  Farrington, 
“ William  Rose, 

“ Henry  presher, 

“ Thomas  Furington, 

“ I sac  Postt, 

“ James  Rich, 

“ Gilbert  Brown, 
bis 

“Thomas  X Tippit, 
mark, 

“Samuel  Laurence, 

“ tliomas  Merrell, 
“Samuel  Williams, 

“ Fredrick  Brown, 

* 4 Is  rue  1 Underhill, 
l>  David  Oakley,  Junr, 

*•  .l.'M-pl.  O-i  k ley,  Ju«T, 

* ‘ G coi  gc  Gravy  lord, 

“ Moses  Oakley, 
“Abraham  Rich, 

“ Mathious  Archer, 
bis 

“ Fzk  X Brown, 
mark, 

his 

“A!  rahum  X Aston, 
mark, 

“ Robert  Farrington, 
his 

"John  X Odle, 
mark 
his 

‘ M>‘«  X Odle, 
mark 


John  Devoe, 

Jacob  Post, 

Henry  Brown, 
Ilenrey  Taylor, 
Anthoney  Archer. 
Basal  Archer. 
Thomas  Oakley, 
Jonathan  Fowler, 
his 

Ab-”  X Post, 
mark 
his 

Dennis  X Post, 
murk 
his 

William  X Post, 
mark 
Robert  Brown, 

Dane!  Deen, 

Stephen  Bastine, 
Benj™  Arsdan, 

H ury  Norris, 

John  Guev  uau, 
Thomas  Rich, 

Elijh  taylor, 

Jacob  Taylor, 

James  C ra w fo rd , 
Elnathan  Taylor, 
Isrel  Post, 
his 

" Lewis  X jiost, 
mark 

John  Warner, 
Francis  Smith, 
Jordan  Norris, 
frederick  Vcrmilyea, 
John  Oort  right, 
Edward  Gortright. 


own  enactments  had  been  duly  observed:  it  was  also 
true,  however,  that  they  were  obnoxious  to  “a  few 
“of  the  Inhabitants,”  and,  therefore,  without  an  ac- 
cusation, without  a hearing,  without  a shadow  of 
authority,  even  in  the  elastic:  law  of  the  Congress, 
the  expressed  will  of  the  Company  was  disregarded 
and  the  pretended  principles  of  the  Revolution  were 
thrown  aside,  by  the  refusal  of  the  Committee  of 
Safetv  to  recognize  either  of  the  successful  candidates, 
and  by  the  issue  of  an  order  for  a new  Election,1 
which,  if  it  was  held,  was  not  held  until  the  follow- 
ing March. 

With  “the  letter  of  the  Militia  Regulations,"  as  lias 
been  said,  there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  extended 
discontentment;  but  with  the  arbitrary  conduct  of 
some  of  those  who  were  to  oversee  the  execution  of  it 
— the  instance,  a.t  Yonkers,  being  only  one  of  several 
— there  was,  very  reasonably,  much  dissatisfaction 
among  those,  being  men  from  whom  duties  were  ex- 
acted, who  were,  nevertheless,  regarded  and  treated 
as  if  they  were  not  men,  and  as  if  they  possessed  no 
social  or  political  privilege  which  those  who  were  bet- 
ter born  were  legally  obliged  to  recognize  and  re- 
spoct. 

Iii  a community,  such  as  that  which  constituted 
Colonial  Westchester-county,  which  was  already 
known  and  distinguished  because  of  its  consistent  con- 
servatism and,  therefore,  because  of  its  baekwardne-s 
in  promoting  tire  cause  of  the  Rebellion,  such  a ty- 
rannical exercise  of  political  authority  as  had  been 
seen  in  connection  with  the  Election  of  Militia 
Olfigej s,  at  Yonkers,  by  those  who  were,  themselves, 
exercising  only  an  authority  which  had  been  usurped 
and  which  was  held  and  exercised  without  due  war- 
rant in  law,  was  everything  else  than  conciliatory, 
and  was  far  better  adapted  to  arouse  and  to  inflame 

1 Journal  of  the  Committee  of  safety,  “ Die  Mart  is,  0 he*.,  A.M.,  Septem- 
ber l'.Uh, -1775.” 

The  following  letter,  addressed  by  tho  Colonial  Committee  of  Safety  to 
Frederic  Van  Cortlandt  and  others,  informing  them  of  tho  remarkable 
result  of  this  Election,  in  Yonkers,  will  interest  tho.--?  who  desire  to 
learn  the  inside  history  of  the  Revolution,  in  \Vestcb ester-county  : 

*T.v  Committee  or  Safety, 

“New- York.,  Sept.  19th,  1775. 

“ Gentlemen  : 

“ Having  considered  your  report,  and  also  the  report  of 
41  your  County  Committee,  concerning  the  Election  f John  Cox,  as 
“ a Captain  of  the  Company  of  Militia  at  lonkers.  W e have  determined 
‘ him  to  be  disqualified  for  a Commission,  not  only  because  at  the  time 
“of  his  signing  the  A^ocittti'tu  he  declared  it  to  be  an  involuntary  act,  but 
“also  because  he  has  spoke  most  contemptuously  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
“ gross.  And  in  order  that  the  other  Officers  in  the  Company  may  have 
“a  chance  of  promotion,  which  cannot  be  done  according  to  the  letter  of 
“the  Jlili ti<i  Regulations,  you  uro  hereby  desired  t*»  cause  .v  new  Election 
“to  bo  made  of  all  the  Officers  of  the  Company,  pursuant  to  the  said 
“ L>/jfilations,  taking  care  to  give  public  notice  that  tin-  said  John  Cocks 
“canned  be  admitted  to  uny  office  whatsoever. 

“We  are  respectfully,  Gentlemen, 

“ Your  very  humble  Servants, 

“ By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
“John  Haring,  Chairman. 
“To  Frederic  V.  Curhandt,  Benjamin  . 

••Drake,  Stephen  Snkden,  Tu  mas  Em- 

“M'iss,  Wiii. i \>i  Birrs  vnd  William 

“ Hadley,  ut  Yonkers,  Westchester.” 
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the  p.-uHons  of  those  who  were  loyal  to  the  universally 
recognized  Sovereign  and  obedient  to  the  public  Laws 
of  the  laud,  than  to  soothe  them.  But  the  farmers  of 
the  County  were  generally  peaceable  men,  preferring 
to  endure  a wrong  instead  of  resenting  and  resisting  it 
by  force;  and  they  appear  to  have  generally  proceed- 
ed, therefore,  to  the  election  of  Officer*,  in  the  reor- 
ganized Militia  of  the  County,  with  much  unanimity 
and  general  good  feeling.  The  first  to  respond  to  the 
call  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  by  the  election  of  its 
Militia  Officers,  was  the  Borough  Town  of  Westches- 
ter, where,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  August,  John 
Oakley  was  elected  to  the  command  of  the  local  Com- 
pany,1 2 with  Nicholas  Berriaii,  for  its  First  Lieuten- 
ant ; - Isaac  Leggett,  for  its  Second  Lieutenant ; and 
Frederic  Philipse  Stevenson,  for  its  Ensign. 3 Subse- 
quently, when  West  Farms  and  the  Manor  of  Ford- 
ham  were  separated  from  the  body  of  the  Town  and 
made  a separate  and  distinct  Beat.  Nicholas  Berrian 
was  elected  to  the  command  of  the  new  Company, 
with  Gilbert  Taylor,  for  its  First  Lieutenant;  Daniel 
Devoe,  for  its  Second  Lieutenant;  and  Benjamin  Val- 
entine, for  its  Ensign. 1 


1 John  Oakley  represented  Westchester,  iu.  the  County  Committee, 
from  May,  1776,  until  May,  1777. 

2 Nicholas  Berrian  was  one  of  those,  at  For.dharn  and  West  Farms,  who, 
in  September,  1775,  petitioned  for  the  establshment  of  a Company,  in 
that  portion  of  the  Town,  separate  front  the  other  portions  of  it,  ( HUtori - 
cal  Manuscript*,  etc.:  Petition*,  xxxi.  114);  and,  in  October  of  the  same 
year,  when  that  Petition  was  granted,  he  was  elected  to  the  command 
of  the  new  Company,  .(Historical  Manuscripts,  etc.  Military  Returns , 
xx vi.,  234.) 

3 Historical  Mativ^criptU  rdotinj  to  t'nc  T Yar  of  the  Ilerolulb>n  : Military 
Returns,  xxvi.,  23  ; xxvii.,  263. 

4 Historical  Manuscripts-  rebitiay  to  the  War  of  the  Revolution:  Military 
Returns,  xxvi.,  234. 


The  following  list  of  the  names  of  those,  from  West.  Farms  and  the 
Manor  of  Fordh&ai,  who  were  summoned  to  meet  at  Westchester ; who 
petitioned  for  tho  organization  of  the  new  Company  ; and  who  were  its 
members,  when  it  was  organized,  may  properly  find  a place  in  this 
narrative.  It  was  copied  from  the  original  manuscript,  {Historical  Man- 
uscripts, Petitions,  x.vd.j  114.) 


Nicholas  Berrian* 

Isaac  Yalmtine, 

Peter  Valin  tine, 

John  Stevens, 

Benjamin  Curse r [Corea  fj 
Abraham  DycLman, 

John  Turner, 

Be ; :jami  n Yulei.t i n e, 
his 

Georg  .X  Phil  pet, 
mark 

Isaac  Valin  tine,  Junior, 
Peter  Bussing,  June: , 
Peter  Blissing, 

Abraham  AVI  Is, 

Benjamin  Cursor,  Jr., 
Hendrick  liver, 

John  Lint,  [Lent?] 

John  By  or, 

Isaac  Cursor,  [ Corea  f] 
Isaac  Cursor,  Jur, 
tun  us  Lefurgc, 

Phillip  Hunt, 

Stephen  Embree, 
Nathaniel  i-v  wrenc, 

Peter  IX-voe, 


James  McKay, 

Kobort  Campbell, 

Eden  Hunt, 

Isaac  Hunt, 

James  Archer, 

Samuel  Embroo,  Juiir, 
Edward  Harris. 

John  Col  lard, 

Cornelius  Jacobs, 
bozekiah  Ward, 

Tunis  Garrison, 

Isack  Cunt, 

Gilbert  Taylor, 

Kobort  Gilmer, 
Benjamin  Archer,  Junr, 
Daniel  Devoe,  Ju?, 

John  Kmbree,  Senr, 
Jacob  Lent, 
his 

Abram  X Lent, 
mark 
lK*nnis  liver, 

Jacob  Valentine, 
Abraham  garisou, 
James  Grol«;, 

John  Embrec,  Junr, 


In  the  Manor  of  Cortl  mdt,  there  were  eight  Dis- 
trict# or  1 5-  at.-.,  which  appear  to  have  been  the  same, 
in  their  several  territorial  limits,  as  those  under  the 
former  arrangement;  and  these  elected  the  following 
Officers  for  the  respective  Companies: 

The  District  formerly  commanded  by  Francis  Lent 
elected  James  Kronkhyte,  for  its  Captain;  Abraham 
Lamb,  for  its  First  Lieutenant ; Staats  De  Grote,  for  its 
Second  Lieutenant;  and  David  l’enore,  for  its  Ensign. 

The  District  formerly  commanded  by  Barton  Un- 
derhill  elected  Gilbert  Van  Cortlaudt,  for  its  Captain; 
Daniel  Hains,  for  its  First  Lieutenant;3 *  James  Taller, 
for  its  Second  Lieutenant ; and  ITarainanos  Gardinear 
minor,  or  “Third,”  for  its  Ensign. 

The  District  formerly  commanded  by  Jeremiah 
Drake  elected  Gilbert  Lockwood,  for  its  Captain ; John 
Drake,  for  its  First  Lieutenant; Joshua  Drake,  for  its 
Second  Lieutenant;7  and  Peter  Carman,  for  its  En- 
sign. 8 

The  District  formerly  commanded  by  David  Mon- 
tro?  declined  to  make  a new  Election  ; and  its  Officers 
under  the  former  arrangement  appear  to  have  been 
retained  and  to  have  received  new  Commissions. 

The  District  formerly  commanded  by  Ebenezer 
Theall  elected  Andrew  Brown,  for  its  Captain ; Samuel 
Haight,  for  its  First  Lieutenant;9  Joint  Chrissey  Mil- 
ler, for  its  Second  Lieutenant ; and  Solomon  Purdy,  for 
its  Ensign. 

The  northern  division  of  the  District  formerly  com- 
manded by  Levi  Baily  elected  Nathaniel  Delevan,  for 
its  Captain  ;1(>  Thomas  Nicholls,  Junior,  for  its  First 


James  Swaim, 
Nazareth  Breuer, 
Thomas  Hunt, 
Abram  Leggett, 
William  Leggett, 
John  Leggett,  Junr, 
Robert  Hunt,  Junr, 
Cornelius  Leggett, 
Mr.  Woods, 

John  Hedger, 
Thomas  Hedger, 
Stepheu  Edwards, 
James  Rock, 

George  Kigby, 
Jacob  Hunt, 

Levi  Huut, 
Jeremiah  Regen, 


Thomas  Cromwell, 
Gerrardus  Cromwell, 
Obadiah  Hide, 

John  Cursor, 

Sirion  Williams, 
John  Ryer,  Junr, 
Jacob  Chappel, 

John  Garrison, 

John  Jacobs, 

Thomas  Dogherty, 
John  Clark, 

John  Devoe, 

John  BUzard, 

John  Walbrin, 

John  Warnick, 
Thomas  Gemble. 


6  David  Hams  did  not  sign  the  Association  until  the  day  of  the  Elec- 
tion 

6 John  Drake  did  not  sign  the  Association  until  the  day  of  the  Elec- 
tion. 

7 Joshua  Drake  did  Dot  sign  the  Assocbituai  until  the  day  of  the  Elec- 
tion. He  was  subsequently  made  an  Ensign  in  the  Continental  Service  ; 
but  soon  became  tired  and  resigned,  and  brought  influences  to  bear  in 
order  to  set  ure  a Lieutenancy  iu  the  same  service,  in  which  latter  opera- 
tion, however,  he  does  not  s-  em  to  have  been  successful. 

8 Peter  Carman,  also,  did  not  oign  the  Association  until  the  day  of  the 
Election. 

9 ^Samuel  Haight  represented  Westchester-con nty,  in  the  Assembly  of 
the  State,  17S2-’3,  1764,  17 S3-' 90,  1731,  1792;  he  was  Sheriff  of  the 
County,  1702-'0;  and  he  wan*  one  of  the  Senators  from  the  Southern 
District,  1797-LSOO.  In  l-SOO,  he  represented  the  Southern  District  iu 
the  Council  of  Appointment. 

Nathaniel  Delevan  represented  Westchester-couuty  in  the  Assembly 
of  the  State,  17*Sl-’2. 
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[ t ('H t •'*) sin t : lit  ms  Kiiimh’D  , fur  iu Second  Lieutenant ; 

1 \bnih.un  l’urdv,*fnr  it**  l.U'ign.1  Abe  southern 

■ Itvi.xioii  of  llit-  name  former  District  elected  Gideon 
."<-!.ili  1 1 t‘«>r  it'  Captain,  Samuel  Lawrence  for 

ii'  Fir-a  I.i«  iiiennnt ; < alel)  J lobby,  for  itsSecoml  Lieu- 
t.  riant;  - ari  l Abraham  Todd,  for  itn  Ensign. 

Tin-  l»i<triet  formerly  commanded  by  Joseph  Strang 5 
» 1<n -tf<l  John  li  mUL  for  its  Captain  ; ‘ John  Drake,  for 
:t«  Fnsl  Lieutenant ; 5 Ubediah  l’urdy,  for  its  Second 
Lieutenant;  and  Joseph  Horton,  for  its  Ensign.* 

2 he  eLdit  Companies,  in  the  .Manor  of  Cortlandt, 
s!n.  h were  tints  reorganized  and  re-ofiieered,  were 
i !i„«n  as  the  North  Battalion  of  Westchester-county, 

, ' which,  soon  afterwards,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt  was 
made  Colonel,7  Gilbert-  Drake  its  Lieutenant-colonel,3 
Jo-eph  Strang  its  First  .Major,9  Ebenezer  Purdy  its 
S-eond  Major, 10  John  Cooley  its  Adjutant,  and  Isaac 
Norton  its  Quartermaster.11 

'i'he  District  of  Eastcbester  elected  Stephen  Sueden, 
for  its  Captain;1”  Thomas  Pinkney,  for  its  First  Lien- 

> Abraham  Turly  was  a member  of  the  County  Committee,  represent- 
ing the  Manor  of  Cortlandt,  in  1776-7,  {Historical  Manuscripts,  etc.: 
Mio.-ll, incut*  Paper*,  xxxviii.,  3f>9.) 

- In  April,  177**,  Caleb  Hobby,  who  was  said  to  have  been  a “ Gentle- 
“jd m,”  received  a Commission  from  the  Continental  Congress,  as  First 
Lieutenant  in  “the  First  iCegimeut  of  New  Fork  Forces,”  (Historical 
.1/  t i.K.oripts,  etc.  : Military  Returns,  xxvii.,  If *-1)  : and  lie  appears  to  hive 
j.-itied  the  Seventh,  or  Captain  HaiCs,  Company,  (Historic  al  Manuscripts, 
i‘\r.  : Military  CoiHiuLssimi*,  xxv.,  165,  070.)  Soon  at  ter  wards,  it  was  said 
tint  he  and  the  Second  Lieutenant  and  the  Ensign  of  the  Company 
[llaii's  or  Hyatt'-*]  “ wish  to  decline  the  service  ; they  will  bo  no  loss  to 
“if.”  ( Historical  Manuscript s,  etc.  : Military  Committee' & Papers,  xxv., 
4-s.) 

a J-.*q>h  Strang  was  subsequently  made  First.  Alajor  of  the  Ff  ginp  nt, 
tiie  Third  of  the  Wcstchester-connty  Militia,  of  which  the  eight  Com- 
|viiiies  in  the  Manor  of  Cortlandt  appear  to  have  been  members,  (His- 
torical Maimscrijifs,  etc.:  Mili/ary  Ri.  turns,  xxvi.,  111.)  lie  represented 
tiie  County  in  the  Assembly  of  this  Suite,  in  1765,  ITS'.). 

••John  Hyatt  was  subsequently  a Captain,  in  General  John  Morin 
S«'tt’s  Jlrigude. — (Letter  of  Captain  .John  Orlmrn  to  tlic  Con  rent  ion  of  (he 
Sat*- of  Scie  York,  ‘l  Fishkills,  13lli  JanJ,  1777,”) 

iJuhn  Drake  was  a son  of  Gilbert  Drake,  Chairman  of  the  County 
Committee. 

'*  Joseph  Horton  did  not  sign  the  Association  until  the  day  of  the  F.lec- 
rion. 

7 Pierre  Van  Cortlandt  was  subsequently  a member  of  the  Second  Pr» 
vincial  Congress,  1 77.7—*;,  and  Chairmari  of  its  Committee  of  Safety,  Jan- 
uary and  February,  1 7 7*»  ; a member  of  t!ie  Third  Provincial  Coiigre.%?, 

I 7 7 ' ' ; of  the  Fourth  Provincial  Congress,  1 7 7 • ; ; of  tlio  Convention  of  the 
MaD-  < f New  York,  177 G— 7 ; of  tin:  First  Council  ot  Safety,  1777,  of 
whi<  h lr*  was  the  President  : ;i  S'  nab«r  L-  in  the  S-'othen:  District,  1777  ; 
i lit.  of  the  Co" \ eld '■•n  id'  tie'  SMD*,  1777,  f.Mo»Ao»iant-'G  ver’-J"?  of 
the  State,  1777-171)') ; and  died  on  the  tirst  ot  May,  lSP.t,  aged  ninety* 
four  years. 

s Gilbert  Drake  was  Chairman  of  the  County  Committee,  in  177.5-6 ; a 
ineiiibe.'  of  the  Second  Provincial  Congress,  1 777-0  ; of  the  Third  Pro* 
mu»  i.d  Congress,  177*1 ; and  of  the  Fourth  Provinria!  Congress,  1 770 — 7. 

Josi  ph  Strang  liad  held  t ac  command,  under  the  Colonial  Goveru- 
131**1 1 1 v of  the  Distric  t commanded,  under  the  reorganization,  by  Captain 
John  llyatt. 

: ’ HU-ne/er  Purdy  was  a member  of  the  County  Committee,  from  tlio 
Manor  of  Cortlandt,  1 77*7-  '7  ; lie  represented  Westchester  County  in  the 
W^mblv  of  the  State,  1770-60,  17N-':i,  17s  1,  17>1  -V*,  17^7,  17t»l,  17'.»2, 
H'.i.i;  hr  was  one  of  the  Senators  from  the  Southern  District,  lSul-’O ; 
*n  ‘ County  Judge  in  l7'.t7->. 

1 lx».u-  N irton  was  a member  of  the  County  Committee,  front  the 
'1  ui«  r of  Cortlandt,  1776-’7. 

Stephen  Sneilen  represented  the  Town  of  Kiistchester,  in  the  County 
C»  m inlb-e,  1770-  7. 


tenant;13  Daniel  Sebring,  for  its  Second  Lieutenant;1' 
and  William  Pinkney,  for  its  Ensign.15  For  some 
reason  which  is  not  now  known,  a new  Election  was 
held  in  the  following  March,  when  Thomas  Pinkney 
was  made  its  Captain,  William  Pinkney  its  First 
Lieutenant,  John  Sneden  its  Second  Lieutenant,  arid 
William  Reed  its  Ensign.10 

New  Rochelle  and  the  Manor  of  Pelham,  united, 
formed  a District  or  Beat ; and  it  elected  Joseph 
Drake,  for  its  Captain;17  James  Willis,  for  its  First 
Lieutenant; 10  and  David  Guion,  for  its  Second  Lieu- 
tenant. It  did  not  elect  an  Ensign. 

The  Manor  of  Philipsborough  included  six  distinct 
Districts  or  Beats — the  Upper,  the  East,  the  Lower, 
the  Yonkers,  the  Tarrytown,  and  the  Associated  Com- 
pany, in  the  upper  part  of  the  Manor- — and  these 
elected  the  following  Officers  in  their  several  Dis- 
tricts : 

The  Upper  District  elected  Abraham  Ledew,  for  its 
Captain;19  Benjamin  Brown,  for  its  First  Lieutenant; 
John  Relyea,  fer  its  Second  Lieutenant;  and  John 
Oakley,  for  its  Ensign.  John  Relyea  having  declined 
the  proffered  Second  Lieutenancy,  Jonas  Arsor 
\_Orsor  ?]  was  subsequently  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy.30 

The  East  Company  elected  David  Davids,  for  its 
Captain ; Benjamin  Vermilyea,  for  its  First  Lieutenant- 
Gilbert  Dean,  for  its  Second  Lieutenant;  and  Gabriel 
Reguaw,  [Requaf]  for  its  Ensign.21  Captain-elect 
Davids  appears  to  have  declined  the  proffered  office; 
and,  at  a subsequent  Election,  the  Company  elected 
Benjamin  Vermilyea,  for  its  Captain  ; Gilbert  Dean, 
for  its  First-  Lieutenant;  and  William  Fushie, 
[Forshee  /]  to  its  Second  Lieutenancy;  Ensign  Requa 
evidently  retaining  the  Office  to  which  he  had  been 
originally  appointed.22 

The  Lower  Company  elected  Isaac  Vermilyea,  for  its 


1:1  Thomas  Pinkney  was  promoted  to  the  command  of  the  Company,  iu 
March,  1776. 

14  Daniel  Sebring  represented  the  Town  of  Eastcbester,  in  the  County 
Committee,  1770-’7. 

15  William  Pinkney  was  promoted  to  the  First  Lieutenancy  iu  March, 
1776. 

Historical  Manuscripts  relating  to  the  War  of  the  lie  ninth  a MJifory 
unarm,  xxvii.,  111. 

Joseph  Drake  was  a member  of  the  First  am l Second  Proviuei.il  Con- 
gresses, by  the  former  of  whom  ho  was  made  Coloilol  of  the  Fir-«  West- 
chester-county  Regimcnt|J(i,/is/orir.<«#t  Manuscripts,  etc.  : Military  Ihtm-n s 
xxvi.,  13  ) 

lf*  A very  interesting  Aflidavit,  made  by  Lieutenant  Willis,  uu  tlv  sixth 
of  August,  1776,  illustrative  of  the  unjiopuhvrity  of  Colonel  John  Thomas, 
Junior,  may  be  seen  in  the  Historical  Manuscripts,  etc.  : Misctllantous 
Papers, .xsji ix.,  317. 

10  Abraham  I.edew  represented  tho  Manor  of  Philipsborough  in  the 
County  Committee,  in  1770-  7.  This  uamo  was  written,  elsewhere,  Hi 
Don  x. 

Mslorirnl  Manuscripts  relating  to  the  War  of  the  Revolution:  Mil  if -try 
Return xxvi.,  1 10. 

-l  Gabriel  Requa  lived  alnjut  two  miles  back  from  Tarrytown  ; in  1777, 
he  was  a Lieutenant ; and  he  was  known,  favorably,  at  that  time,  because 
of  his  capture  of  a Recruiting  Officer  from  the  City  of  New  York.  (/V.»- 
cceiluuj*  of  a General  Court  Martial , “Pkkkskill,  April  l'*,  1777.  ’) 

Historical  Manuscripts  relating  to  the  H'ar  of  the  Revolution : Military 
Return*,  xxvi,  140. 
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Captain;  Israel  Honeywell,  for  Us  First  Lh’iitemuit ; 1 | 
Iti’iinis  Lent,  for  its  Fecoml  Lieutenant ; and  Hendrii  k 
Odell,  for  its  Ensign. 

The  Beat  or  District  of  Yonkers  made  its  election 
of  Officers,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  j 
Congress’s  enactments;  but  the  result  was  not  satis- 
factory to  Frederic  Van  Cortlaudt  and  others,  who 
had  been  rejected  by  the  Company  ; and,  through  j 
their  influence  in  the  Provincial  Committee  oi'Salet\  ' 
and  Provincial  Congress,  the  Commissions  were  with-  j 
held  from  the  Oflieera-eieet,  and  a new  Flection  wa.-  ! 
ordered."  For  some  reason  which  has  not  been  j 
stated,  although  it  can  be  very  easily  seen,  that  new 
Flection  was  not  held  until  the  eighteenth  of  March, 
177*1,  when  John  Warner,  who  had  been  elected 
Second  Lieutenant  in  the  former  Flection,  was  made 
the  Captain  ; Jacob  Post,  who  had  been  elected  Jin- 
sign  in  the  former  Election,  was  made  the  First  Lieu- 
tenant; Samuel  Lawrence,  theSecond  Lieutenant;  and  I 
Israel  Post,  the  Ensign  of  the  Company.  '1 

The  Tarry  town  Company  originally  elected  A bra-  | 
ham  Storm,  for  its  Captain ; 1 George  Combs,  for  its 
First  Lieutenant;3 * *  Joseph  Appleby,  for  its  Second 
Lieutenant;  and  Nathaniel  Underhill,  for  its  Ensign  ; 
but  all  of  these,  except  Lieutenant  Combs,  having 
declined  the  liouors  and  responsibilities  of  offices, 
a new  Election  was  held,  and  Gload  Ilequa6 7  was 
chosen  in  the  place  of  Captain-elect  Storm;  Cor- 
nelius Van  Tassel  was  chosen  Second  Lieutenant, 
in  the  place  of  Lieutenant-elect  Appleby  ; and  Sibourt  j 
Acker  was  chosen  Ensign,  in  the  place  of  Ensign- 
elect  Underhill. 

. The  Associated  Company  in  the  upper  part  of 
Philipsborough  elected  William  Dutclier,  for  its  Cap- 
tain; ‘ Daniel  Martlingks,  l’or  its  First  Lieutenant;6 


1 Israel  Honeywell  was  olio  of  the  Commissioners  of  Sequestration  for 
"Westchester  County,  1777.  He  represented  the  Town  of  Westchester  in 
the  County  Committee,  177d-’7  ; and  he  was  also  a Member  of  the  Con- 
stitutional Convention  of  1801,  representing  \\  estchester-county. 

Israel  Honeywell,  Junior,  was  said  to  have  been  a member  of  the 
County  Committee,  representing  the  Manor  of  Philipsborou.gh,  1776-’7  ; 
and,  in  1777-'Sund  1778-’9,  he  was  said  to  have  represented  W estchester- 
county  in  the  Assembly  of  the  State.  It  is  not  impossible  that,  in  some 
instances,  these  references  have  become  mixed. 

- See  pages  102,  103  ante. 

3 lli-'(-  rU'<il  Manuscripts  reUxtiny  to  the  War  of  the  lie rolution  : Military 
li  turn*,  xwii.,  M2. 

v*  Abraham  Storm  represented  the  Manor  of  Phili{«borough  in  the 
County  Committee,  177G-’7. 

° George  Combs  was  a member  of  the  first  County  Committee,  appointed 
in  1775  ; and  in.lSOO,  he  represented  Westchester-con  nty,  in  the  Assem- 
bly of  thejState. 

6 (iload  K»M[iia  represented  the  Manor  of  Philipsboro.ugh  in  the  County 
Committee,  177C-*7. 


Gcrslmm  Sherwood,  lor  its  Second  Lieutenant;9  uid 
George  Monsou,  for  its  Third  Lieutenant.1’’ 

The  six  Companies  on  the  Manor  of  1’hilips- 
borough,  and  those  at  Westchester,  previously 
ref'-rred  to,  at  Eiestchcster,  and  at  New  Rocln-lle  and 
the  Manor  of  lvllnim,  all  of  them  reorganized  and 
re-officered  as  thus  described,  were  known  as  the 
South  Battalion  of  W estchester-county,  of  which, 
soon  afterwards,  Joseph  Drake  was  made  Colonel," 
.Janies  Hammond  its  Lieutenant-colonel, " Moses 
Drake  its  First  Major,"  Jonathan  G.  Graham  its 
Second  Major,11  Abraham  Emmons  its  Adjutant, 11  and 
Theophiius  Barton,  Junior,  its  Quarter-master."* 

The  District  ot  Mamaroneck  and  live,  except  the 
upper  end  of  King-street,  elected  Kobert  Bloomer  for 
its  Captain  ;'T  Alexander  Hunt,  for  its  First  Lieutenant; 
E/.ekial  Halsted,  for  its  Second  Lieutenant;  and 
Daniel  Horton,  for  its  Ensign. 

The  District  in  which  were  included  Harrison’s  Pre- 
cinct and  the  upper  cud  of  King-street,  elected  llenry 
Dnsinberry,  for  its  Captain;  Lyon  Miller,  for  its  First 
Lieutenant;"  Caleb  Paulding  Horton,  for  its  Second 
Lieutenant;  and  Gilbert  Dunaiuberry,  for  its  Ensign.1 *** 
For  some  reason  which  is  now  unknown,  a second  Elec- 
tion for  Officers  of  this  Company  was  made  on  the 
tenth  of  January,  1776,®'  when  John  Thomas  Minor 
was  chosen  for  its  Captain,"1  Gilbert  Duseuberry,  for 

Ge rshom  Sherwood  repp  -sented  the  Manor  of  PhiIi|*sborough  in  the 
County  Committee,  1770-'7. 

10  George  Morrison  wan  the  name  of  this  utlicer,  X Historical  Manuscripts, 
etc.:  Miscellaneous  Papers,  xxxv.,  63.) 

11  Joseph  Prako  was.  elected  to  the  commaud  of  the  Company  of  New 
Rochelle  and  Pelham  Manor,  (payc  100,  ante,;)  but,  as  he  was,  also,  a 
member  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  ho  found  means,  w ithin  that  body, 
to  secure  his  appointment  to  the  command  of  the  Regiment,  (Historical 
Manuscript*,  etc.  : Military  lict.nrns,  xx\i.,  13.) 

- L*  James  Hammond  represented  the  Manor  of  Philipsborough  in  the 
County  Committee,  1776-7.  A very  interesting  paper  concerning  his 
conduct  on  the  day  when  the  enemy's  ships  came  to  anchor  off  Tarry- 
town,  in  July,  177b,  and  concerning  his  doings  “ as  a buyer  of  i’ork  for 
‘‘this  Shite,"  may  he  seen  in  Historical  Manuscripts,  etc.  : Miscellaneous 
Papers,  xxxiv.,  549. 

l;:  Probably  an  importation  from  Suffolk. 

11  We  have  found  no  other  mention  of  this  person. 

^Abraham  Fmmons,  of  Yonkers,  was  one  of  those,  in  the  Yonkers 
Company,  who  h id  voted  for  Frederic  VanCortlan.lt  for  its  Captain,  and 
who  ha  1 united  with  that  gentleman,  who  was  the  defeated  candidate, 
in  disregarding  r ho  Election  and  securing  the  degradation  of  John  Cock, 
lromthO.OjtUce.to  which. he  1 id  been  elected,-  • payes  102,  103,  < • .) 

l*' Thus  printed  in  the  records  of  th**  Si. if.-  ; hut  it  was  probably  inf-  ad- 
c*l  for  Theophiius  Bartow  , Junior,  of  New  Rochelle. 

17  Robert  Rloomer  w\is  a member  of  the  first  County  Committee,  ap- 
pointed in  May,  1775. 

13  Lyon  Miller  was  reported  ns  a Loyalist,  soon  after  bis  election  to  the 
Lieutenancy  of  this  Company,  (List  of  Westchester  County  Tories,  HiMori 
cal  Manuscripts,  etc.:  M i*<  > lianetnts  Papers,  xxxiv.,  i‘J3;)  and,  very 
probably,  that  was  one  of  the  r*.  Miaous  for  the  hohling  of  a new  Flection, 
by  the  Companv. 


7 William  Dntcher  was  subsequently  in  command  of  a Coui}*any  in 
the  Secret  Service  of  the  Convention  of  the  State,  (Historical  Manuscripts , 
etc.:  MisecHaneouA  Papers,  xjcxv.,  457.) 

Th**  village  of  Irvington,  on  the  Hudson-rivor,  was  built  on  his  farm  ; 
and  his  large  house  was  standing  in  the  middle  of  that  village,  within  a 
few  yearn,  und,  probably,  stands  there,  now. 

BlUuiol  Martling  was  subsequently  a Lieutenant  in  Colonel  Thom- 
o>’s  Regiment,  by  whom  ho  was  “ recommended  for  the  Standing  Army,” 
in  1777,  although  he.  was  said  to  have  been  “ illifem!,”  ( Jfi*(e>ricul  Manu- 
scripts, etc.  : Military  Con* n*iHr>'s  Papers,  XXV.,  849.) 


lu(Jill*eit  Dusonboiry  was  promoted  to  the  First  Lieutenancy  of  the 
Company,  at  the  second  Flection  for  ollieers,  in  January,  177b. 

2"  Historical  Manuscript*,  etc.:  Military  /i '•■turns,  xxvii.,  230. 

-dJohn  Thomas,  evidently  a very  young  man,  but  one  of  the  oflice- 
holding  Thomas  family.  Ho  was  probably  the  second  son  of  John 
I Thomas,  Junior,  \v  1 1 • was,  at  that  time,  a member  of  the  Provincial 
Congress  and,  gonenuly.  a lead-  r of  the  revolutionary  jairty,  and  a con- 
tinual office-holder. 

This  Captain  John  Thomas  die»l  January  6,  1st  15. — (Pulton’s  History  of 
j W> strh'-stcr-county,  original  edition,  i.,  254  j the  name,  second  edition, 

I ii T'U.) 
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I ir,t  Lieutenant;  Willi  un  W.todwurd,  fur  its  Sec-  j 
Lieutenant;  am!  .Janies  Miller,  Junior,  fur  its  En-  | 
*ign.  I 

The  District  which  included  the  eastern  portion  ! 
uf  Northeast le  el-rted  Bvnoni  I'latt,  for  its  Captain;* 1 *  I 
David  ilulhv,  for  iu  First  Lieutenant;  Abraham  j 
Kn.ijtp,  fur  its  Second  Lieutenant;  and  Jonathan 
Guinn,  fur  its  Frisian. 

The  District  which  included  the  southern  portion 
of  Nnrthcastle  elected  Benjamin  Ogden,  for  its  Cap- 
t:,ii, . Jeremiah  Hunter,  for  its  First  Lieutenant;  Caleb 
.Merritt,  for  its  Second  Lieutenant;  and  James  Brun- 
for  its  Ensign. 

The  District  which  included  the  northern  portion 
of  Northeastle  was  so  entirely  opposed  to  the  Rebel- 
lion that  “ there  were  not  persons  sufficient  in  num-  j 
“ hers  who  had  signed  the  Association  to  make  Dili-  ! 
“ eers  of,  so  that  nothing  was  done,”  in  the  form  of  j 
an  Election,  during  the  Summer  and  Autumn  of  ( 
1775  ; but  an  attempt  was  made  to  organize  the  Com-  | 
puny,  in  the  following  January,  when  Joseph  Green 
was  found,  to  accept  the  command  of  the  Company, 
and  Henry  Peers,  to  accept  the  First  Lieutenancy; 
the  Second  Lieutenancy  and  the  place  of  Ensign  re- 
maining vacant.3 * 

The  District  which  included  Scarsdale,  the  White 
Plains,'  and  Brown’s  Point  elected  Joshua  Hatfield, 
for  its  Captain  ; James  Verrian,  for  its  First  Lieuten- 
ant;3 Anthony  Miller,  for  its  Second  Lieutenant; 1 and 
John  Falconer,  for  its  Ensign  ; hut,  for  some  reason 
which  is  not  now  known,  a new  Election  was  made, 
which  resulted  in  the  election  of  Anthony  Miller,  for 
Captain  ; Nicholas  Fisher, for  First  Lieutenant;5  and 
John  Crumton,  for  Second  Lieutenant;  Ensign  Fal- 
coner appearing  to  have  retained  the  Office  to  which 
he  had  been  elected.6 

The  District  which  included  the  eastern  portion  of 
Bedford  elected  Lewis  McDonald,  for  its  Captain; 
James  Miller,  for  its  First  Lieutenant; 7 * Henry  Lord, 
for  its  Second  Lieutenant;  and  Jesse  Miller,  for  its 
Ensign. 

The  District  which  included  the  western  portion 
of  Bedford  elected  Eli  Seeley,  for  its  Captain  ; Heze- 

1 iVnoiii  Platt  was  :i  member  of  the  first  County  Committee,  appointed 
in  May,  177'*.  Tim  lion.  Lewis  C.  Platt,  formerly  Surrogate  of  the  l 
Count),  is  his  grandson. 

- I Mauusci'ijits  rebitimj  to  Ihe  Wnr  of  the  Revolution:  Military 
lb  tili  n'*,  xxvii.,  234. 

{ Jumps  Varian  was  o member  of  the  first  County  Committee,  chosen 
in  M ay,  177.r». 

* Anthony  Miller  was  oloctcd  to  the  command  of  the  Company,  at  the 
•»»*Coml  Flection,  in  December,  177'- . 

* Nicholas  Fisher  was  a member  of  the  County  Committee,  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1770.  {Hist.,,  i a l Mu uiisrrijits,  «tr. : Military  Returns,  xxvii.,  *4.)  j 

* Letter  from  Robert  < indium  to  the  Prorimial  tamyressf'  White  Plains, 

‘‘  DoCeinr  2 151,  1775.”  {Historical  Manns  rijits,  etc.  : Military  R,  turns, 

xxvii.,  240.) 

7 James  Miller  appears  to  have  held  offices,  subsequently,  in  the  Now 
Voi  k Regiments,  commanded  by  Colonels  Kii/ema,  Gnnsevoort,  an* l Van 
Cortlandt ; but,  imtsmuch  as  there  were  .several  persons  bearing  that 
name — two,  at  the  same  time,  iu  the  same  Regiment,  heaving  exactly 
op|msite  character** — it  is  no*,  n.  w,  known  which,  if  either,  was  the 
particular  James  Miller  who  is  named  in  the  text. 


kiali  Grey,  for  its  First  Lieutenant;''  Ephraim  Rav- 
nmnd,  for  its  Second  Lieutenant;  and  Gabriel  Higgins, 
for  its  Ensign. 

The  District  of  Poundridgc  elected  Joseph  Lock- 
wood,  for  its  Captain  ; Noah  Bouton,  for  its  First  Lieu- 
tenant; William  Fausher,  for  its  Second  Lieuten- 
ant; and  Gilbert  Reynolds,  for  its  Ensign.9 

The  District  which  included  the  southern  portion 
of  Salem  elected  Abijfth  Gilbert,  for  its  Captain  ; 10  Ja- 
cob I t;».it,  for  its  First  Lieutenant ; Sands  Raymond,  for 
its  Second  Lieutenant;  and  Joseph  Coley,  for  its  En- 
sign. 

The  District  which  included  the  northern  portion 
of  Salem  elected  Thaddeus  Crane,  for  its  Captain  ; 11 * 
.Jesse  Truesdale,  for  its  First  Lieutenant;  Ezekiel 
Halley,  for  its  Second  Lieutenant;13  and  Ebenezer 
Brown,  for  its  Ensign.  For  some  reason,  the  Captain- 
elect  and  the  Ensign-elect  “ did  not  take  their  Com- 
“ missions;”  and  on  the  eighteenth  of  December,  177-3, 
a new  Election  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Jesse  Trues- 
dale for  Captain;  Ezekiel  Hawley,  for  First  Lieuten- 
ant; Solomon  Close,  for  Second  Lieutenaut ; and  Eli- 
jah Dean,  for  Ensign.13 

The  Companies  at  Scarsdale  White  Plains  and 
Brown’s  Point,  Bedford,  l’oundridge,  Salem,  Mama- 
roneck  and  Rye,  Harrison’s  Precinct,  and  North- 
eastle, eleven  in  number,  which  were  thus  reorgan- 
ized and  re-ollicered,  were  known  as  the  Middle  Bat- 
talion of  Westchester-county  of  which,  soon  after- 
wards, Thomas  Thomas  was  made  Colonel ; u Gilbert 


•>  Hezekiah  Gray  was  chosen  Captain  of  tin*  Bed foil]  Company  of  31  i n - 
utc-men,  in  February,  1776,  {Historical  Manuscripts,  etc.  : Military  Re- 
turn*, xxvii.,  106;)  a Ro^rt  on  the  military  status  of  which  Company, 
may  be  seen  in  Hidorieul  Manuscripts,  etc. : Miscellaneous  Papers,  xxxix., 
323.  He  anti  his  Company,  although  not  regularly  enlisted,  were  or- 
dered to  join  the  Continental  Troops,  at  Peckskill  {HUtnrieal  Manuscripts, 
etc.:  Miscellaneous  Rupert,  xxxix.,  325.) 

0 In  April,  1777,  Gilbert  Reynolds  was  a member  and  “Clank  ” of 
the  local  Committee  of  Cortlandt  Manor,  (Proceed  lays  of  the  Comm  dt**, 
“Cutlev-nmannkr,  April  2th,  1777” — Historical  Manuscripts,  etc.  : Mi *- 
ciUuueoun  Paper*,  xxxvii.,  391.) 

10  Abijah  Gilbert  was  a member  of  the  County  Committee,  from  Salem, 
177»>— "7  ; and  he  represented  WVsuchester-county  in  the  Assembly  of  the 
State,  iu  1779-\S<),  17M- 2,  17s2-*3,  17S4,  17S4-Y.,  17S6,  178\  179],  IsiH.i, 
lSHm-’iH,  Lsi i‘2,  18'>3,  1 >:« ) 4,  and  ls.G-5. 

11  Thaddeus  Crane  was  api>binted  Second  Major  of  tlm  Regiment  , and 
lie  was  .-neceod* d by  Lieutenant  Truesdale,  who  was  elected  Captain,  in 
tl;--  following  IijcemL  r.  He  represented  the  County  in  the  Assembly  of 
tJo  State,  1777-5S,  177>-‘9,  17  • ' -‘9,  and  la 25  ; and  in  tin-  Convention 
which  ratified  the  Constitution  forth > United  States. 

l-‘  K/ekiel  Hawley  wa.s  Chairman  of  the  Committee  at  talent,  iu  In-cem- 
ber,  1776  {Historical  .'\fi  nns>ripts,  etc.  : Misr,llaue.,ns  I 'a  pert,  xxxv.  3u7). 

M Historical  Manuscripts  rtr.latimj  to  the  War  of  the  Rendu  lion  : Military 

Returns,  xxvii.,  245. 

14  Thomas  Tliom.cs  was  a son  of  Hon.  John  Thomas  and  a brother  of 
John  Thomas,  Junior,  who  was  a meml*or  of  the  Provincial  Congress. 

He  was  a nieiniier  of  the  first  Comity  Committee,  appointed  in  May, 

1775  ; and  ho  represent^  Harrison's  Precinct  in  the  County  Committee, 

i 77*  V— ‘ 7.  lb*  was  nu|H»p;ilaras  a Military  Officer;  and  several  Officers  re- 
fused to  serve  under  him,  in  August,  177*5,  ( Historical  Manuscript etc.  : 

Miscellaneous  Paje-r*,  xxxix.,  317.)  He  represented  Westchestor-county 

in  the  Assembly  .>f  t!ie  State,  in  lTSH-’l,  1781-2,  1 782-* 3,  17M,  17n4-*5, 

1786,  17x7,  ITxs,  1792-  3,  isno-’l,  1m>2,  In-3,  18i>4;  he  was  Sh**rilf of  the 

County,  1788-1792  , lie  was  a Senator  from  the  Southern  District,  LvU5-'8  ; 

hi  18o7,  he  was  one  or  the  Council  of  Appointment  ; uud  h»*  died  on  the 

twenty  ninth  of  May,  1824 
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Budi],  its  Li('iit(>niint-c,olont‘l ; Ebenezer  Lockwood,  its 
First  Major; 1 Tliatbleu.s  ( ’rant*,  itsSecoml  Major;  Jou- 
utliaii  ( I.  Tompkins,  its  Adjutant ; and  John  Thomas, 
Junior,  its  Uiiartor-nuisler.* 

The  provisions  of  the  Provincial  Congress's  enact- 
ment requiring  one-fourth  of  the  Militia  of  the  Coun- 
ty to  he  organized  as  Minute-men,  appear  to  have 
been  very  indifferently  obeyed;  and  the  following  are 
the  Officers  of  the  only  Companies  which  were  raised 
in  Westehester-eonnty,  as  far  as  they  are  now  procur- 
able from  the  records  which  have  been  preserved : 
The  Company  of  lVmndridge  and  Lower  Salem — 
which  was  called,  also,  “the  First  Company  of  Min- 
“ nte-men  of  the  County” — elected,  originally, 
Ebenezer  Slason,  to  be  its  Captain  ; Henry  Slason,  to 
heits  First  Lieutenant;  Ebenezer  Scofield,  to  he  its 
Second  Lieutenant;  and  Daniel  Waterberry,  to  be  its 
Ensign  ; but,  subsequently,  when  Captain  Slason  was 
promoted,  Henry  Slason  was  made  Captain,  Ebenezer 
Scofield  was  promoted  to  the  First  Lieutenancy, 
r>aniel  Waterberry  to  the  Second  Lieutenancy,  and 
David  Purdy  was  made  its  Ensign/ 


'Ebenezer  Lockwood  was  a Justice  of  the  Peace  and  one  of  the 
Quorum,  under  the  Colonial  Government  ; a member  of  the  Second, 
Third,  find  Fourth  Provincial  Congretsaes  ; and  of  the  Convention  of  the 
State  of  New  York.  He  was  a member  of  tin*  Assembly  of  the  State, 
representing  Westchester-county,  177S-’9,  17S4-’5,  1786,  1787,  17xS  ; and 
he  wins  County  Judge,  l791-’3  ; and  one  of  the  Regents  of  the  I nner, 
eity,  ITS  1— ’7  ; etc.  He  died  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  July,  182  L,  aged 
eighty-four  years. 

-Jonathan  G.  Tompkins  was  a member  of  the  first  County  Committee, 
elected  in  May,  1775 ; a member  of  the  Third  and  Fourth  Provincial 
Congresses,  of  the  Committee  uf  Safety,  and  of  the  Council  of  Safety, 
lie  was  a member  of  the  Assembly  of  the  State,  178(>-’l,  IT 81— ’2,  1786, 
1787;  1788,  1701,  1792  ; of  the  Hoard  of  Regents  <*f  the  University,  17X7- 
1808  ; and  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1801.  He  was  the  First 
Judge  of  the  County,  170.V7,  1798-1802;  and  died  on  the  twenty-sec- 
ond of  May,  182:5. 

The  distinguished  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  Governor  of  the  State,  Vice 
President  of  tin*  United  States,  and  one  of  the  greatest  men  of  hi.- 
period,  was  a son  of  Jonathan  G.  Tompkins. 

-John  Thomas,  Junior,  as  the  reader  knows,  was  one  of  the  leading  men 
of  his  party,  in  Westehester-county  ; a member  of  its  County  Committee 
and  of  the  Provincial  Congress;  and  a brother  of  the  Colonel  of  the  Reg 
iment.  Although  it  is  said,  positively,  that  he  was  also  the  Quarter’ 
master  of  this  Ri>£iiueut,  it  appears  incredible  that  he  was  the  person, 
and  ran  be  accounted  for  only  by  the  profits  which  attended  such  an 
office  ami  the  well  known  proclivities  of  that  family,  in  that  direction, 
wherever  an  opportunity  was  presented.  Wo  prefer  to  believe  that  this 
Quartermaster’s  place  was.  given  to  that  “John  Thomas  Minor,”  tin* 
second  sou  of  Jo!:n  Thomas,  Junior,  who  had  l«*en  already  elect*'*!  to  the 
coniiiiaml  of  the  Company  in  Harrison’s  Precinct,  at  a second  Election, 
after  Henry  Du.-enlu  rry  had  been  elected  and  accepted  the  Otlu  e,  a few 
weeks  previously. 

With  the  exception  of  the  two  Companies  in  the  Thorough  Town  of 
Westchester  and  at  Yonkers,  tl  e elections  of  whoso  Officers  were  sepa- 
rately reported,  the  list  of  Officers  who  were  originally  elected  by  the  sev- 
eral Companies,  as  stated  in  the  text,  have  bo  n taken,  generally  w ithout 
anv  change  in  the  spelling  of  the  proper  names,  even  when  known  to 
have  been  erroneous,  from  the  Historical  Manuscript!*,  etc.  : Military  Jlt- 
xxvi.,  122-125.  In  the  instances  of  Yonkers,  Eastchester,  Tarry - 
town,  Harrison,  Scursdale  and  the  White  Plains,  Salem,  etc.,  w here  neic 
Elections  were  held,  the  statements  uf  those  new  Flections  have  been 
taken  from  the  mu  vend  Return*of  those  new  Elections,  referred  to,  at  the 
foot  oJ  each,  respectively. 

4 ratter  fro  ni  Stnuirl  l halt?  ami  I.*:'  is  Crahaiit  to  the  Ihuciucial  Conyrvsa, 
u 1st  March,  177*1  ; " Journal  JJ  the  Provincial  Lhaigrtss,  ‘”4  ho.,  l’.M., 
••  March  1,  1x76.” 


Tilt*  (•onijBinv  ol  Him l fur.!  rlerted  Kli  Srolrv,  to  I • 
its  Captain  ; ’ Zcpbam:ili  Mill.-*,  to  be  il-j  Fir-t  Li.-uten- 
aut;  ('oriu-liua  Clarke,  to  bv  its  Second  Lieutenant; 
and  Philip  Leek,  to  be  its  Ensign  ; and  their  Commis- 
sions were  issued  by  the  Provincial  Congress,  on  the 
twenty-seventh  of  October,  177f>.8 

Subsequently,  “agreeable  to  the  Demand  made  by 
“Colon1  Drake  to  the  Sub-Committee  of  Bedford,” 
another  Company  of  Minute-men  was  organized,  in 
that  Town,  with  Ilc/i  kiali  Cray,  for  its  Captain  ;7  Cor- 
nelius Clark, for  its  First  Lieutenant;  James  Miller 
for  its  Second  Lieutenant;*  and  Isaac  iitus,  for  its 
Ensign/ 

A Company  of  nineteen  men  assembled  at  the 
White  Plains  and  constituted  themselves  a Company 
of  Minute-men,  electing  James  Varian,  to  be  their 
Captain  ; 10  Samuel  Crawford,  to  be  their  First  Lieuten- 
ant “‘Isaac  Oakley,  to  be  their  Second  Lieutenant  ; 
and  Joseph  Todd,  to  be  their  Ensign.1" 

Besides  these  four  Companies,  such  as  they  were, 
there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  Minute-men 
enlisted  in  the  County — why  should  any  have  been 


In  tile  Journals  rf  Provincial  Congress:  ( 'orre.tpmtdence,  ii.,  90,  Ebe-n- 
ezer  Scofield  is  called  “ Ebenezer  Scofield,  Junior ; ’’  and  the  CunmnV 
eions  of  the  original  officers  are  said  to  have  been  issued  on  the  tv.  eDty- 
seventh  of  October,  1775. 

5 Eli  Seeley  was  originally  (ducted  t* » this  command  of  the  Company  in 
the  western  part  of  the  Town  *»f  Bedford,  (Pag  ■ 107.  ante.) 

Journals  of  the  Procinctiil  t'ougreas  • ( 'orres/unulence,  ii.,  90. 

7 Hezekiah  Gray  \vs  originally  the  First  Lieutenant  in  the  Company 
in  the  western  part  • f the  Town  of  Medford,  of  which  Eli  Seeley  was  the 
Captain,  (Page  107,  ante.) 

13  James  Miller  was  originally  the  First  Lieutenant  in  the  Company  in 
the  eastern  part  uf  the  Town  «>f  lied  lord,  of  which  Lewis  McDonald,  Jun- 
ior, was  the  Captain,  (Pay*  107,  ante.) 

9 Isaac  Titus  had  served  in  Captain  Mills’s  Company,  under  Colonel 
Holmes, in  the  Campaign  of  1775,  i Pay*  101,  ante.) 

The  authority  for  the  statement  concerning  the  second  Company  may 
be  seen  in  a Letter  from  the  tiuh-coiH-mittec  at  Iiedj\>rd  to  the  1 'hair/noc.  of 
the  County  Committee,  **  BedfwIU*  1»  February  1776,” — (Historical  M-.uu- 
seviph,  etc.  : Military  lielurns,  xxvii.,  196.) 

See,  also,  Journal  of  the  Ih'oviur'ud  Conjures,  “ Dio  Marti3,  3 ho.,  P.M. 
“Feb.  20tli,  1776,”  where  the  Secretary  erroneously  recorded  the  Sub- 
committee and  the  Company  as  of  Harris-. ids  Precinct  instead  as  of  Bed- 
ford. 

10 Captain  James  Varian  was  a member  of  the  first  County  Committee, 
appointed  in  May,  1775,  (Page  86,  ante  :)  and  First  Lieutenant  of  the 
Scarsdale,  White  Plains,  and  Brown's  Point  Company  of  Militia,  of 
which  Joshua  Hatfield  was  the  Captain,  (Page  luT,  ante.) 

11  Li. •ulenrtiit  Samuel  Crawford  was  a inemb  -ruf  the  hr-t  County  Com- 
mittee, appointed  in  May,  1775,  ( I’aje  S3,  ante  ;)  and  the  only  re  pres**  na- 
tive uf  the  Manor  of  Scarsdude,  in  the  County  Cuuunitf.ee,  1776— ’7. 

rl’he  authority  for  this  statement  is  a Letter  from  Jonathan  ll  Totap- 
kiu*  and  tfh-oUi*  I'iJarrto  the  Pr-a'indul  Co mj rets,  “ White  Plains,  Febru- 
ary 14th,  1776” — (Historical  Jfamiscrijits,  etc.  : Military  Jodurns , xxvii.. 
84.) 

From  the  Kamo  manuscript,  the  following  list  of  the  names  of  the  nine- 
teen who  thus  organized  themselves  into  a Company  of  Minute-im  n,  has 
been  carefully  copied,  without  changing  tin;  :q>eUiiig  of  the  names  : 


“ Benjamin  Lyon, 

“ Ulliver  Ivillick, 

“John  Peeks, 

“ Stephen  Shelley, 

“ Philip  II nestis, 

“ M iiah  Tow  upend,  Esq., 
“James  Ytrryan, 
“Samuel  Crawford, 

“ Isaac  Oakley, 


Jose  ph  Todd, 
John  Drake, 
Ezekiel  Duten, 
James  Farrel, 
Andrew  Each, 
James  llrundage, 
Gilbert  llortuii, 
David  Johnston, 
Robert  Graham. 


William  Toin^uii.” 
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il  from  rt  community  in  whirl)  the  revolu-  . 
ijomirv  party  Inul  scarcely  ‘‘a  Corporal  s (luanl.”  e\- 
, i jit  o!  tho.ie  who  were  oliice  hohlera  or  ollice-si'cker.s ' 

!,ut  a*  soon  as  tiro  'Com panics  hail  been  organized,  j 

tin-  Comity  Committee  “ took  the  liberty,  with  all  i 
' nubmi.'-'ion,  to  recommend  Samuel  Drake,  to  be  | 
" Colonel ; Ma’w  ii(  iraham,  to  be  Lieutenant-Colonel ; ~ j 
••  Abraham  Storm,  to  be  First  Major;3 4  Samuel  Lyon,  i 
“.if  \ort  beast  le,  to  be  Second  Major;  Elijah  .Miller,  to  ■ 
“ b*-  \ Ijutant;*  and  Josiah  Mills,  to  be  (^uarter-maa-  j 
*■  or' and  thus  the  re-organ izat ion  of  the  Militia  of  ; 
\\  estchcstcr-county  and  the  organization  of  her  fight- 
ing jHipulatioii  were  completed. 

1 1 ere  was  one  feature  in  the  Provincial  Congress’s 
enactment  for  the  reorganization  of  the  Militia  which 
was  oppressive  on  the  great  body  of  the  working 
i lasses,  who  were  unable  to  bear  the  burden  it  im- 
posed ; and  it  was  made  the  subject  of  serious  com- 
plaint to  those  of  the  well-born  whom,  in  many  in- 
stances, they  had,  unwittingly,  placed  in  authority — 
revolutionary  authority — over  themselves.  Reference 
is  made  to  the  requiiemcnt  that  every  one,  between 
the  ages  of  sixteen  ami  fifty  years,  should  furnish 
himself  with  a good  musket  and  bayonet,  a sword  or 
tomahawk,  a cartridge-box  and  belts,  twenty-three 
rounds  of  cartridges,  twelve  Hints,  and  a knapsack ; 
in  addition  to  which  he  was  to  keep,  in  reserve,  a pound 
of  gunpowder  and  three  pounds  of  bullets,  of  proper 
size  for  his  musket.  These  he  was  required  to  have 
and  to  keep,  continually;  and  he  was  required,  also, 
to  parade,  for  drill,  ou  the  - first  Monday  of  each 
month.  Heavy  penalties  were  imposed  on  those  who 
should  fail  to  discharge  all  these  requirements;  with 
levies  on  the  properties  of  the  delinquents,  if  they 
possessed  property,  or,  in  the  absence  of  property, 
they  were  to  be  imprisoned  “until  such  fine,  together 
“with  the  charges,  should  be  paid,”  which  meant,  at 
that  time,  an  imprisonment  in  a cold  Jail,  without 
any  other  food  than  that  which  the  prisoners’  friends 
or  the  charitable  could  provide;  without  the  slightest 
opportunity  to  earn  anything,  from  which  to  support 
themselves  or  pay  tire  fines;  and  the  starvation  of 

1 Samuel  Drake  was*  a member  of  the  Provincial  Convention,  177.3; 
u member  of  the  first  County  Committee,  177.3  ; an. I of  tlj.it  of  173  0-’ 7. 
He  represented  W«\stchester-county  in  the  Assembly  of  the  State,  1777- 

177'J  17 SO -V?,  17“'.  i»»kI  17s$  ; etc  Ho  was  r>  sukiU  M the 

Manor  of  Cortlundt. 

- Lewis  Graham  was  connected  with  the  Morrises,  of  Morrisania,  by  j 
marriage  ; uml  he  was  a member  of  all  the  Provincial  Con  grosses  and  of  the 
Convention  of  the  State,  177f>-’7$.  He  was  made  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Admiralty,  in  February,  177S. 

3 Abraham  Storm  had  boeu  originally  elected  to  the  command  of  the 
Tarrytown  Company  of  Militia,  (Ptuje  ll*G,  nut?;)  and  he  represented 
the  Manor  of  Philipsborough  in  the  (County  Committee  of  1 7 7 C* — ' 7 . He 
lived  at  Tarrytown. 

4 Elijah  Miller  was  a resident  and  one  of  the  Sub-committee  of  North- 
castle. 

4 This  statement  is  mode  on  the  authority  of  a Letter  frmn  Gilbert 
bntk"f  Chairman  of  the.  County  Committee,  to  the  Prorineutl  C"-i  jress, 

“ VVnrrv.  Plains,  October  *2*1  th,  177.3.”  The  Journal  nf  the  Prea incetl 
Com  tjrr**t  (“Dio  Mercurii,  10  lio.,  A.M.,  October,  1775,”)  shows  the  re- 
ceipt nf  the  letter,  by  that  body,  and  the  issue  of  the  Commissions  to  the 
•“•veral  gentlemen  named. 
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those  who  were  dependent  on  the  unfortunate  vic- 
tims.'1 * 

While  these  provisions  of  that  enactment  were 
peculiarly  oppressive  on  that  class  of  poverty-stricken 
working-men  and  hoys,  in  the  Cities,  then  largely  un- 
employed, who  had  been  the  ever-ready,  ever-noisy, 
and  over-destructive  auxiliaries  of  the  revolutionary 
faction,  in  all  the  riotous  demonstrations  of  the  pre- 
ceding ten  years,  and  while  these  euaetm.  iits,  there- 
fore, in  those  instances,  appeared  to  be  somewhat  re- 
tributive in  their  character  and  operations,  they  were, 
also,  very  oppressive  on  many  a farmer  in  We.stchester- 
county,  who  had  been  more  peaceful  in  his  inclina- 
tions and  conduct  than  those  working-men,  in  the 
Cities,  had  been.  Indeed,  the  required  equipment, 
in  specified  form,  of  themselves,  and  their  boys,  and 
their  hired  help — their  well-tried  fowling-pieces  hav- 
ing been  unavailable  for  that  purpose — and  the  stated 
withdrawal  of  till  of  them  from  their  farms,  for  drill, 
on  frequent,  specified  days,  no  matter  how  necessary 
their  presence,  at  home,  might  have  been,  were  un- 
duly burdensome  on  all  those  farmers,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  opportunity  which  was  thereby  afforded,  very 
soon  afterwards,  for  still  greater  acts  of  lawless  op- 
pression, in  the  seizure  of  those  very  equipments, 


,J  Ah  un  illustration  of  the  effect  of  the  Bobellion  on  the  great  Innly  of 
the  lowly  working-men,  in  this  particular  feature,  as  early  as  in  the 
Autumn  of  1775,  and  as  un  evidence  of  the  uneasiness  of  those  work- 
ing-men, because  of  this  oppressive  enactment,  the  following  homely 
Petition  lias  been  copied  from  the  original  manuscript,  in  tbe  Jli*t<iru:al 
Manuscript* , etc.:  Petition*,  xxxi.,  .32  : 


“ New  York,  Sept.  ye  0,  1775. 
“To  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Congress  in  New  York. 

“ We  your  humble  Pertisners  Gentlemen  are  now  warned  To  hear 
“arms  In  Defence  of  our  Country  truly  It  is  the  Native  place  of  someof 
“us  wich  Now  Gentlemen  may  it  please  your  onners  To  take  it  in  Con- 
sideration we  are  Control  d more  by  .poverty  than  By  our  own  will  we 
“must  Now  bog  of  your  honners  To  take  it  in  Consideration  were  you 
“in  our  State  of  Poverty  you  wold  not  lay  on  us  more  than  we  cun 
“ Bare  Some  of  this  poor  Cyty  Now'  who  you  have  you  luive  Command. 
“To  bare  Arms  In  Defence  of  ours  Liberty  ami  Kites  Not  our  Kite  but 
“such  gentlemen  as  has  got  lauds  and  Estates  But  some  of  us  Now  has 
“Skarsely  got  Victuals  from  one  Day  to  another  Neytherfire  Nor  Can- 
“ dies  our  Wifesund  poor  Children  Suffering  for  Broad  and  your  honners 
“have  pleased  To  lay  on  us  or  some  of  us  such  things  as  we  Cant  supply 
“ ourselves  with  gun  Bagnet  Belts  Cartridge  B«>x  Powder  and  Balias 
“for  Powder  It  must  Please  y-uir  honners  some  of  yon  To  open  a Store 
“of  il  for  I have  Tryd  in  this  City  To  get  a Small  Quantity  but  Could 
“ Not  uml  our  Officers  says  It  will  be  a fine  t - r.egkrf  having  any  of 
“them  thcivfuse  \vo  your  htucbL  pertisom  rs  K;u  oer-tly  Beg  That  It 
“may  Please  your  honners  To  lend  ns  such  thing  as  you  have  laid  out 
“ for  us  poor  And  Ties  tressed  men  to  get  Gentlemen  we  hog  It  may  be 
“taken  in  no  afonee  we  are  willing  to  beare  with  with  any  thing  It 
“may  please  you  to  put  on  us  if  In  our  power  some  cant  without  Kun- 
“ningin  Beat  for  For  them  the  Next  go  to  gail  fur  it  will  any  one  pay 
“The  Pet  Consider  it  would  Now  for  you  to  loosw  All  your  time  wich 
“you  sit  Now  making  laws  for  us  as  one  of  us  or  some  of  us  to  by  a gun 
“ Consider  our  i»ovorty  and  assist  the  poor  or  make  some  of  those  w-ith 
“ Buttles  Turn  out  as  well  as  we  or  supply  us  with  acutroments  I Im- 
“ magine  some  of  those  Bich  wich  have  lands  and  thousands  In  Estates 
“ will  not  get  find  if  neglect  appearing  we  Beg  you  will  think  of  u-  as 
“you  are  our  hod  and  parliament  who  Ever  gets  This  is  Desired  to 
“ Covay  it  to  the  Congress  In  New  York. 

“September  0,  1775.” 

With  this  menacing  paper  before  ono,  it  is  not  difficult  to  make  on. 's 
self  believe  that  the  “ poor  reptiles”  hud  really  some  thoughts  of 
“ biting  ” as  Gouvemeur  Morris  laid  foreseen  u few  months  previously 
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sometimes  with  warrants  of  “impressment,"  nomin- 
ally for  tin*  equipment  of  Regiments,  i n garrison  or 
elsewhere;  sometimes  with  arbitrary  orders  for  seiz- 
ing them,  on  e.c  parte  assumptions  of  the  disatleetion 
to  the  Rebellion,  of  those  who  owned  them;  and 
sometimes,  not  un  frequently,  by  inroads  of  organized 
bodies  of  thieves,  from  Connecticut  or  elsewhere, 
who,  without  even  a shadow  of  legal  or  local  author- 
ity and  only  on  the  shallow  pretext  of  superior  “ pa- 
triotism,” overpowered  the  isolated  and  peaceful 
farmers,  and  retired  with  well-supplied  stocks  of  law- 
lessly acquired  plunder. 

The  Provincial  Congress,  like  similar  Congresses  in 
other  Colonies,  and  as  was  foretold  of  this,  by  those 
who  had  opposed  the  creation  of  it,  was  not  long  in 
existence  and  in  possession  of  its  usurped  authority, 
when,  as  has  been  already  stated,  it  commenced  to 
arrest  those,  strangers  and  residents,  who  ventured  to 
differ  from  it  and  to  speak  and  to  act  in  accordance 
with  existing  Laws  and  with  their  own  convictions  of 
duty;1  and  it  did  not  hesitate  to  throw  into  prison - 
or  to  send  into  exile,3  those  whom  it  had  arrested.  It 
waited  for  no  verified  complaint:  it  made  no  pretence 
that  a breach  of  any  written  Law  or  of  any  other  en- 
actment was  necessary,  to  warrant  an  arrest:  it  re- 
ceived secret,  ex  parte  “information”  as  all  which 
was  needed  to  authorize  the  arrest,  the  confinement, 
and  the  infliction  of  punishment  on  its  victims,  not 
unfrequently  without  a hearing  or  .an  examination : 
and  it  held  those  who  were  accused,  and  tried  them 
in  secret  Sessions,  and  passed  judgments  on  them, 
not.  unfrequently  without  permitting  them  to  confront 
their  accusers  or  to  see  and  read  the  papers  on  which 
they  had  been  arrested,  and  held,  and  tried — in  one 
notable  instance,  the  accused  was  not  permitted  to 
see  the  fifteen  affidavits,  which  had  been  trumped  up 
against  him,  after  he  had  been  arrested  and  thrown 
into  a jail,  nor  to  know  their  contents  nor  the  nature 
of  the  accusation,  until  he  was  brought  out  for  trial 
when  they  were  only  read  to  him  ; and  copies  of  those 
affidavits  were  withheld  from  him,  by  a formal  vote 
of  the  Congress,  when  they  were  asked  for  and  when 
the  cost  of  copying  them  was  tendered,  only  because 
the  publication  of  those  several  papers  would  have  ex- 
posed the  fifteen  partisan  tools  and  the  eminently 
genteel  hand  wlvo  had  guided  them  in  a shameless 


1 See,  in  tin*  Journals  n ml  Coi-respouJeitce  of  the  Congress  ami  in  t ho 
Hintuririil  ^Mannscripts  r>  biting  to  the  II', ir  of  the  lorolufioii,  preserved  in 
tho  oMi.ee  «*f  the  Secretary  of  Star*?,  at  Albany,  tin*  records  and  pnjM*rs 
in  the  several  cases,  among  others,  of,  Angus  McDonald,  Captain  Pat- 
rick Sinclair,  Captain  Aohan  Christian  Drew  id/.,  John  Morrell,  Adam 
Patrick,  Isaiah  Purdy,  Captain  Melaucton  Lawrence,  . Joseph  Alli<  - k. 
Captain  Charles  Do  Kay,  and  John  Candell.  A simple  reference  to  the 
several  papers,  in  detail,  would  require  more  room  Ilian  can  he  given  to 
it,  in  this  place. 

-The  instances  of  Angus  McDonald,  Captain  Drew  id/.,  John  Morrell, 
Adam  Patrick,  and  Isaiah  Purdy,  already  referred  to,  among  others. 

•I Angu*  McDonald  was  sent  to  te  noral  Wooster,  then  in  command  of 
ti  l**dy  of  Connecticut  troops;  and,  by  him.  ho  wiu  sent  to  Pairfield, 
and  imprisoned,  with  aggravated  severity,  of  which  eveu  his  juiler  com- 
plained. 


| and  unfounded  persecution  of  an  innocent  man,  to  the* 

1 contempt  nf  die  country  and  of  the  world.4 * * *  It  scat 
in  scen  t judgim-nt  over  those  whom  it  had  arrested, 

| in  instance*  wherein  it  was,  also,  the  only  accuser;* 
and  it  recognized  the  existence,  in  merely  local  self- 
I constituted  ••Committees,’'  in  the  several  Counties,  of 
the  same  authority  to  arrest  and  to  imprison  those 
who  were  obnoxious  to  them,  either  with  or  without 
accusers  or  accusations,  which  it  claimed  for  itself  and 
i exercised.11  In  short,  it  very  promptly  set  aside  the 
I government  of  t lie  written  Law,  and  established,  in 
! its  stead,  that  of  tin*  unrestrained  will  of  an  oligarchy, 
j seated  within  every  Town,  against  which  there  was  no 
I other  security,  for  either  persons  or  properties,  than 
; the  persona!  favor  of  the  stronger  local  power,  no 
I matter  how  obtained — all  that,  too,  was  done  in  the 
I name  of  Freedom  and  the  Rights  of  Man,  by  those 
! who  assumed  to  be  honorable  men,  and,  most  of  all, 
by  those  who  insisted  that  their  allegiance  to  their 
Prince  and  their  attachment  to  “ the  illustrious  House 
“of  Hanover”  were  ranked,  by  themselves,  as  among 
their  most  singular  hlessiues;  ‘ by  those,  indeed,  who, 
nearly  at  the  same  time,  declared  they  were  “deeply 
“impressed  with  the  importance,  the  utility,  and  the 
“necessity  of  an  accommodation  with  their  Parent 
“State;”  and  who  were,  also,  they  said,  “conscious 
“ that  the  best  service  wo  can  render  to  the  present 
“ and  all  future  generations  must  consist  in  promoting 
“ it.”  8 * * * 


4 Deference  is  here  made  to  the  ease  of  Timothy  Doughty,  of  Duchess- 
county,  in  which  the  victim,  because  he  declined  to  sign  the  LLsueral  .D- 
socni/oM — there  was  no  evidence  which  the  Congress  considered  resecta- 
ble, showing  any  other  ofhnco — was  seized  by  Egbert  I’en son,  whose 
| methods  at  an  Election  hare  boon  noticed  ; and  sent  to  New  York, 

! without  any  evidence  of  wrong-doing;  and  thrown  into  a jail, 
without  any  provision  for  his  support.  At  the  request  of  Benson, 
he  was  kept  in  jail,  fur  several  weeks,  without  knowing  for  what  he 
had  been  arrested ; and  that,  only  to  enable  his  unseen  and  ma/igmntt  ac- 
cuser to  manufacture  evidence  against  him.  Fifteen  irorlhh-ss  affidavits 
were  subsequently  sent,  to  tin*  Congress,  ami  uka  u to  the  rid  ini,  trhen  h e 
irtt. >■  given  a hearing;  hut  their  worthlessness  was  so  evident  that  the 
Congress  discharged  Doughty,  although,  as  stated,  it  would  not  permit 
him  to  have  copies  of  the  papers,  imr  even  to  read  them,  {Journals  r.f  //,. 
Com ni Hire  of  Safety  t September  4th  ; the  same,  >eptemlK*r  2$th,  1775: 
Journals  of  thn  Pi'ociwial  Conyt  css,  “ Die  ,?ov is,  ‘J  ho.,  A.M.,  Oct«dt*r 
t:  TO,  1775  ; " the  same,  " Die  Martis,  0 ho.,  A.M.,  Octoln*r  24,  1775  ; " / - 
! tit  inn*  of  Timothy  Dotigljy  a ml  others,  September  22,  25,  i_K  tobor  4,  11. 
177:%  {Historical  ipt.^vi--,  : \\.\i,,  >>,  *,*.•, 

Among  other  instances,  those  of  Angus  McDonald,  Melaucton  Law 
rence,  and  Captain  Drew  it/.,  may  Ijc  referred  to. 

fj  The  local  authorities  arrested  and  confined,  without  any  trustworthy 
evidence,  John  Morrell,  Adam  Patrick,  and  Lsaiah  Purdy,  in  Ora n ire- 
county  ; the  Herghs,  Timothy  Doughty,  and  Monlocai  Lestev,  in  Duch- 
ess-county; John  Connor,  in  Tryun-county ; Abraham  Lawrence,  in 
Queens  county  ; etc. 

“Latter  from  the  Jfrinunciul  Congress  to  the  Gentlemen  March, tuts  of  tin: 
Province  of  Quebec.  "In  Pmriwbd  t'ougress,  New-York,  Jura*  12  th , 177  V 
* Letter  from  the  l*mrincial  Congress  to  the  I)eh gales  f,r  the  Colon  >i  of 
A mr  York,  in  the  Continental  Congress t I_\  PROVINCIAL  CoNCRKSS,  N'KW- 

“ York,  June  28th,  1775.” 

See,  also,  the  Plan  of  Ae<  nnnonhttiou,  adopted  in  advance  an*!  kept  in 
constant  readiness  for  immediate  use,  by  th**  same  Provincial  (An tigress, 
“ 4 bo.,  P.M.,  Die  31-arlis,  June  27th,  177.'),”  pages  '.i7.  ‘J8,  ant*  g Letter 
from  the  Provtmial  Congress  to  the  Committee  oj  IlichnnonJ  wanly,  **  NAv* 

44  York.,  *2d  December,  1775  etc. 


' 

. 


- 
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Ill 


In  the  earlier  Ways  of  its  existence,  the  Provincial 
t’oiurcss  made  thoscarliitrary  arrests  without  any  en- 
actment, its  owner  that  of  any  other  body,  which 
could  have  atiordeil  even  a shadow  ot  even  revolu-  ! 
tii.narv  law,  if  the  enactments  of  a body  in  acknowl- 
edged rebellion  may  be  regarded  as  Laws,  for  such  a 
mdie  il  violation  of  w hat  were  said  to  have  been,  and 
of  w hat  were,  the  fundamental  principles  oftlie  Duties 
of  those  in  authority  and  of  the  Rights  of  Person  and 
ol  Property  which  belonged  to  those  who  were  gov- 
erin-d  ; but  there  appear  to  have  been  some,  among 
the  supporters  of  the  Rebellion,  who  continued  to 
have  doubts  concerning  the  unauthorized  and  unre- 
strained right  of  arrest,  even  w here  an  opposition  to 
the  measures  of  the  Rebellion  was  openly  and  unre- 
servedly expressed. 

On  the  eleventh  of  August,  a letter  was  received  by 
the  Provincial  Congress,  from  the  local  Committee  at 
Urookhaven,  on  Long  Island,  stating  that  certain 
persons,  named  therein,  were  “ counteracting  every 
"measure  recommended  for  redress  and  grievances,1 
“and  opposing  the  measures  of  Congresses  and  Com- 
“ mittees  ; and  that  they  declared  they  would  furnish, 
"and  that  it  is  suspected  they  have  furnished,  the 
“ meu-of-war  and  cutters  with  provisions,”  2 in  the 
same  manner  that  the  Asia  and  other  men-of-war 
were  supplied,  with  the  approval  of  the  Provincial 
Congress,  at  that  time  and  subsequently,  by  those 
who  were  more  in  favor  with  that  body;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  “ requesting  the  Congress  to  direct  such 
“measures  as  they  shall  think  proper,  to  suppress 
“ such  conduct.”  That  letter  was  referred  to  a Com- 
mittee of  which  Benjamin  Kissatn,  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  was  Chairman. 3 A Report  from  that  Com- 
mittee was  laid  before  tire  Congress,  on  the  twenty- 
sixth  of  A ugust ; * and’,  after  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  apparently  without  dissent,  the  following 
enactment  was  made  on  the  general  subject  of  the 
Urookhaven  Committee’s  inquiry: 

“ Whereas  attempts  may  be  made  to  promote  dis- 
“ cord  among  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  and  to 
“ assist  and  aid  the  Ministerial  Army  and  Navy,  in 
“ their  endeavours  to  carry  into  execution  the  cruel  and 
“oppressive  Acts  of  Parliament,  against  the  Rights 
“ and  Liberties  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Continent : 

“ And  as  the  immutable  laws  of  self-defence  and 

'a. 

1 Thus  priutod  in  the  official  copy  of  the  Journal  of  the  Prijcincial  Con- 
•Jrt' «• 

- Those  who  shall  (Wire  to  learn  more  of  that  Brookhaveu  matter 
may  he  gyatilied  by  a perusal  ot  Gaine's  Sen  - York  Curette  an d Mrcnry, 
No.  1217,  Nevv-Ydrk,  Monday,  February  0,  17T-”»  ; of  a Letter  from  My  or 

ninmia  Floyd  and  others  to  J im**  liiciuybni , u Brook-UAVEN,  i?irK- 
' i •> i .k-CoUNTT,  NEW-Yor.K,  March  (I,  ITTo,”  ( Ra  iny!",*  s u-York  tlozet- 
/"r,  No.  1.03,  N'lw-Youk,  Thursday,  April  6,  177A;)  and  of  a LteelurntUm 
"J  ,!l-  Inhabitants  of  Urook-ltnren,  Snjrolk-county,  Stic  York,  “Brook* 

“ Haven,  March  V\  177-V’  (Gaine’s  Xcic-York  Ca.ette:  mid  the  Weekly 
M'  i'  iiri /,  No.  12-3,  N kw- York,  Monday,  March  2d,  1775.) 

J ./  t-  mil  of  the  ISoriio  i'd  Coiojrex*,  “Die  Veneris,  ‘J  ho.  A .31.,  August 
“ 11th,  ITT 5.” 

1 Jour  uni  of  the  I'rocincntl  Conjees*,  “ Die  Sabbat  i,  9 bo.  A. 31.,  August 
“ tifith,  1775.” 


! “ preservation  justify  every  reasonable  measure  cn- 
“ tered  into,  to  counteract  or  frustrate  such'  attempts  : 

“ Therefore, 

“ Resolved,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  he 
“found  guilty,  before  the  Committee  of  any  City 
“or  County,  of  attempting,  fatter  tile  date  of  this 
“Resolution,)  to  furnish  the  Ministerial  Army  or 
“ Navy  w ith  Provisions  or  other  necessaries,  contrary 
“to  the  Resolutions  of  the  Continental  or  of  this 
“ Congress; J or  of  holding  a correspondence,  by  letter 
“or  otherwise,  for  tire  purpose  of  giving  information 
“ to  the  said  Army  or  Navy,  of  the  measures  pursued 
“ by  the  United  Colonies  or  any  of  them  ; ''  or  of  ad- 
“ vising  expedients  which  tin;  said  Army  or  Navy 
“might  or  ought  to  pursue,  against  the  said  Colonies 

5 The  Provincial  Congress*  not  only  ha<i  passed  no  lo-sidutions  prohibiting 
the*  supply  of  “the  31inisterial  Army  and  Navy  wit h prov  i-ions  or  other 
“ necessaries,”  thereby,  even  from  the  revolutionary  *Land|>oint,  leaving 
that  business  open  to  whomsoever  might  embark  in  it;  hut,  on  the 
morning  of  the  day  on  which  this  enactment  was  made,  it  gave  its  offi- 
cial sanction  to  the  supply  of  the  Asia,  man-of-war,  with  its  iie«  essary 
supplies,  from  the  City  of  New  York,  and  with  water  and  beer.  IY- mi 
Brooklyn,  all  of  them  by  Abraham  Lott,  tlu;  official  *’  Ag*-nt-v  irtu. idler 
“ for  Llis  Majesty’s  Ships  in  this  Port,”  (Journal  of  the  Frorim  ini  Conjees*, 
‘‘Die  Veneris,  9 ho.,  A.M..  September  1st,  ITT.-*.”)  Four  days  afterwards, 
Doctor  McLean  was  authorized  to  supply  the  sane  ship,  with  Drugs  ;u,d 
Medicines,  as  he  hail  previously  done,  ('Journo!  >f  the  Committee  of  Sfe/y, 
“Die  Martis,  Olio.,  A. 31. , September  .'»tli,  ITT  » : ) On  the  twenty-ninth 
of  January,  17 TO,  "N  illiam  Allen  had  permission  to  go  on  board  the* 
Asia,  to  measure  the  men  for  shoes,  and  to  make  and  deliver  a hundred 
pairs,  if  so  many  should  be  needed.  (Journal  of  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
“Die  Lumv,  10  ho.,  A.  31. , January  29th,  1TT0.’’)  On  the  sixteenth  of 
February,  177(3,  Ueury  ’White  was  permitted  to  supply  the  A sin  and  the 
r/ornir.  with  fresh  provisions  and  vegetables.  (Journal  of  the  Procimial 
Congress,  “Die  Veneris,  10  bo..  A. 31.,  February  l**th,  177b.”) 

While  the  Provincial  Congress  was  thus  mono^dizing  the  supplying  of 
the  men-of-war,  it  “was  tilled  with  the  utmost  anxiety  ” when,  during 
the  Autumn  of  1775,  “small  boats  from  Queeus  and  Westchester-couu- 
“ tics  ” undertook  to  enter  into  the  same  business;  and  “to  prevent  so 
“ great  a mischief,”  a small  armed  vessel  was  purchased,  “ to  watch  those 
“and  other  dangerous  supplies  of  the  like  kind,” — (The  Connnitf.ee  of 

Safely  to  the  Sen:-  York  Delejafe*  in  Continental  Con  jre«,  “ Is  Cox  m ittlf  of 
•‘Safety,  Nkw-Youk,  January  22,  177(3.”)  On  the  seventh  of  February, 
1776,  Nvheu  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  <’ity  asked  permission 
for  an  unnamed  applicant  to  send  onboard  the  Asia,  two  hogsheads  of 
Spirits,  two  dozens  of  Coffee,  and  one  dozen  of  Chocolate,  the  solicited 
permission  Was  withheld  until  the  name  of  the  applicant  could  he  ascer- 
tained, which  does  not  appear  to  have  been  accomplished,  (letter  fr.a 
Henry  Remsen,  CJminnun  oft he  Committee  of  the  City,  to  the  Comm !/(<  ••  of 
Softy,  and  the  reply  of  the  latter,  both  undated  : Journal,  f the.  Commi:t>e 
of  Safety : “Die  Meicurii.  10  ho.,  A. 31.,  l’eb’y  7th,  177b. “) 

There  does  not  svetu  to  have  been  any  hesitation  in  supplying  the  pro- 
visions, on  the. part  of  any  one,  either  iu  New  York,  or  in  West'lustcr- 
county,  or  in  Queens-county — why  should  thorn  have  been?  Tin  only 
question  appears  to  have  been,  by  irhom  and  for  nrhose  pecuniary  hem-tit 
they  should  be  thus  supplied.  There  were  those,  in  tins  Provim-ial  Con- 
gress, who  were  always  ready  to  enjoy  an  advantage,  in  trade  or  « N - 
| where:  there  was  a commercial  advantage,  in  victualing  the  ships, 
which  those  “patriots”  preferred  to  retain.  Had  the  boatmen  ol  W.-r- 
ch ester  and  Queens  counties,  while  bringing  their  surplus  products  to 
market,  been  wise*  enough  to  have  consigned  their  cargoes  to  some  of 
those  enterprising  “.Merchants,”  Alexander  MeDougal  ami  bis  armed 
vessel,  watching  “those  dangerous  supplies,”  would  not  have  been 
necessary. 

Verily,  patriotism  and  pelf  were  cbvely  connected,  in  those  times. 

0 .lames  Duane,  the  friend  and  rorrcspondcnt  of  Lieutenant-governor 
Gulden,  was,  at  that  time,  one  of  the  Delegates  from  New  York,  in  the 
Congress  of  the  Colonies;  and  Egbert  Dunmnd,  the  friend  and  <•  -rre- 
! spondent  oftlie  Ib>yal  Governor,  William  Tryoii,  re?  t--.nttd  I'l.-for-  & 
i county,  in  that  Provim  i al  Congress,  and  was  pFolwibly  present — lie  was 
! in  New  York — vvliou  this  enactment  was  considered  and  adopted. 
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or  any  of  them, 1 .such  person  or  persons,  so  found 
guilty,  filial  1 be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Committee  before  whom  he  or  they  shall  bo  so  found 
guilty,  or  at  the  discretion  of  the  Congress  or  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  of  this  Colony,  so  as  the  punish- 
ment, by  them,  at  their  discretion  inflicted,  shall 
not  exceed  three  months  imprisonment  or  other  the 
punishments  hereinafter  mentioned,  for  the  first 
offence. 


“Kk.soi.veo,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall 
“ be  found  guilty,  before  the  Committee  of  any  City  or 
“ County  in  this  Colony,  of  having  furnished  the 
“Ministerial  Army  or  Navy  (after  the  date  of  this 
“ Resolution,)  with  Provisions  or  other  necessaries, 

“ contrary  to. any  Resolution  of  the  Continental  or  of 
“this  Congress,  such  person  or  persons,  so  found 
“ guilty  thereof,  upon  due  proof  thereof,  shall  he 
“disarmed  and  forfeit  double  the  value  of  the  Pro- 
“ visions  or  other  necessaries  so  furnished,  to  be  np- 
“ plied  to  the  public  exigencies  of  this  Colony,  in 
“such  manner  as  the  Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety 
“of  this  Colony,  fur  the  time  being,  shall  order  and 
“direct.  And  that  such  person  or  persons,  so  found 
“guilty,  shall  be  put  into  and  detained  in  close  con-  j 
“ finement,  at  his  or  their  own  expense  and  charge,  j 
“ until  three  mouths  after  he  or  they,  respectively, 

“ shall  have  paid  such  forfeiture.  And  that  every 
“such  person  or  persons,  who  shall  be  found  guilty 
“of  a second  offence  of  the  same  kind,  shall  be  ban-  j 
“islied  from  this  Colony,  for  the  term  of  seven  years 
“from  the  time  of  such  second  conviction. 

“Although  this  Congress  have  a tender  regard  to 
“the  freedom  of  Speech,  the  rights  of  Conscience, 
“and  personal  Liberty,  as  far  as  an  indulgence  in 
“ these  particulars  may  be  consistent  with  cur  gen- 
“ eral  security  ; yet,  for  the  public  safety,  be  it 

“ Resolved,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall, 

“ hereafter,  oppose  or  deny  the  authority  of  the  Con- 
“ t mental  or  of  this  Congress,  or  the  Committee  of 
“Safety,  or  the  Committees  of  the  respective 
“Counties,  Cities,  Towns,  Manors,  Precincts,  or  Dis- 
“ triets  in  this  Colony,  or  dissuade  any  person  or 
“ persons  from  obeying  the  recommendations  of  the 
“Continental  or  this  Congress,  or  the  Committee  of 
“ Safety,  or  the  Committees  aforesaid,  and  be  thereol 
“convicted  before  the  Committee  of  the  County  or 
“any  thirteen  or  more  of  their  number,  who  shall  or 
“may  meet  upon  a general  call  of  the  Chairman  of  | 
“such  Committee  where  such  person  or  persons  may  ; 
“reside,  that  such  Committee  shall  cause  such  of  j 
“ fenders  to  be  disarmed  ; “ and  for  the  second  offence- 


1 < 'harles  Lee,  flu*  second  in  command  in  the  Continental  Army,  had  i 
not,  thou,  laid  his  well-devised  “ /7*tu  ” before  (.ieneral  Howe;  (h-m-ral  j 
Samuel  II.  IVirsons  had  not  yet  commenced  the  supply  of  information,  j 
concerning  projected  military  movements,  etc.,  through  “’squire  j 
‘•Heron/’  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  ; Israel  Putnam  had  not  yet  led  Kol-ert  j 
K Livingston  to  ’‘question  ” “ his  very  fidelity  and  Benedict  Arnold,  ! 
maddened  i.y  wrongs  imjtosed  on  him,  had  not  yet  commenced  his  cor-  i 
ruKpondence  with  John  Audi 6. 

2 Comparo  this  particular  penalty  with  the  particular  lequirement,  ! 


“they  shall  be  committed  to  <dose  confinement,  at 
“ their  respective  expense.*  And,  in  ease  any  of  the 
“said  Committees  are  unable  to  carry  this  or  any 
“Resolution  into  execution,  they  are  hereby  directed 
“toapplv  to  the  next  County  Committee  or  command- 
“ ing  Oflieerof  the  Militia,  or  to  the  Congress  or  the 
•“  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony,  for  necessary 
“assistance,  as  the  case  may  require.4  But  if  it 
“shall  so  happen  that  any  violators  of  this  Resolu- 
“ t ion  shall  reside  in  a County  where  there  is  no 
“ Committee  ol  the  County,  in  that  case,  the  matter 
“shall  he  triable  before  the  Committee  of  the  next 
“County:  PitoviDED  that  no  person  shall  be  tried 
“before  the  Ceneral  Committee  of  the  City  and 
“County  of  New  York,  upon  the  Resolutions  herein 
“contained,  unless  the  stated  quorum  be  present; 
“and  in  the  City  and  County  ol  Albany,  unless 
“ there  are  present  twenty-five  members. 

“ Resolved  kauthek,  That  the  respective  Com- 
“ initte.es  and  the.  Militia  of  the  several  Counties,  by 
“order  of  the  respective  Committees  or  of  the  Com- 
“ missioned  Officer  of  the  Militia  then  nearest,  are 
“ hereby  expressly  enjoined  to  apprehend  every 
“ Inhabitant  01  Resident  of  this  Colony,  who  now  is 
“ or  who  shall  hereafter  be  discovered  to  be  enlisted 
“ or  in  arms  against  the  Liberties  of  America,  and  to 
“ confine  such  offender  or  offenders,  in  sate  custody  ; 

" and  his  or  their  punishment  is  reserved  to  the 
“determination  of  this  or  some  future  Provincial 
“Congress.  And  the  Committee  nearest  to  any  per- 
“ son  who  shall  be  so  enlisted  or  have  taken  up 
“ arms  against  the  Liberties  of  America  are  hereby 
“directed  to  appoint  some  discreet  person  to  take 
“ the  charge  of  the  Estate,  both  real  and  personal,  of 
“ any  such  person  or  persons;  which  person  so  ap- 
“ pointed  shall  be  invested  with  such  Estate,  and 
“render,  on  oath,  a just  and  true  account  thereof,  to 
“ this  or  some  future  Congress  or  to  Commissioners 
“by  them  to  be  appointed,  and  to  pay'  the  issues  and 
“ profits  thereof  to  the  Treasurer  appointed  by  this 
“ Congress,  for  the  use  of'  the  associated  Colonies. 

“Resolved,  That  if  any  person  be  taken  upon 
“suspicion  of  any  of  the  Crimes  in  the  above  Reso- 
lutions specified,  he  shall  immediately  be  taken 
“before  the  Committee  of  the  City,  Town,  Manor, 

contained  in  Hit*  enactment  concerning  tin*  Militia,  adopts!  eleven  days 
previously,  10-  -m/v,)  that  » r> . v hihnh'U'inly  between sixteen  and  lift}' 

years  of  age,  should  fully  equip  himself  with  arms  and  largely  supply’ 
himself  with  ammunition,  heavy  penalties  being  imposed,  in  case  of  tie- 
fault,  in  either  respect. 

^Tliat  particular  feature  of  this  enactment  was  intended  to  impoverish 
the  victim,  i!  he  iwrss*  <sed  property,  or  to  leave  him  to  Ik-  starved,  if  h-* 
had  none;  and  the  barbarism  of  the  provision  and  of  those  win*  framed 
it,  was  seen.  sui*sequeutly,  in  the  physical  sufferings  of  John  O'Connor 
and  ]>nvid  Curdy  , and  in  those  of  the  Bcrghs,  the  Dobbses,  and  Timothy 
Doughty,  jI  .'l/a/Mi.'V'ri/its,  ere.:  /Wi/oom,  xwi.,  US,  Df»,  S3,  70, 

: G ; 'etc.) 

■*  Not  long  after  this  enactment  whs  made,  the  Committee  of  West- 
chester-eounty,  as  will  be  seen,  hereafter,  called  for  and  received  the  * 
armed  assistance  of  men  of  (.‘onnoef  ieut,  to  enforce  obedience  to  its  K« 'so- 
lutions or  submission  to  some  of  its  arbitrary  seizures  of  the  j»ro»t*rlies  of 
so  me  of  their  law-abiding  neighbors. 


- 
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■■  iVwiiict,  or  District  wlu-rtt  the  offender  shall  have  ! 
■ iieea  taken  u j • ; and  it',  i: | •< >n  examination,  the  stis- 
••  jiiiion  shall  njtpeur  to  the  said  Committee  to  he 
" _ roundie>s,  that  lie*  he  discharged : PltoviiucD, 

’ ai>o,  that  no  person  charged  to  be  an  offender 
“ shall  tried  upon  any  of  the  foregoing  Resolves,  j 
"until  the  persons  to  be  Judges  of  the  offence  be  ! 
“ first  severally  sworn  to  try  and  adjudge  the  person  i 
“ so  charged,  without  partiality,  favour,  or  affection, 
"or  hope  of  reward,  according  to  evidence;  and  that 
‘•everv  witness  who  shall  be  examined  on  such  trial 
“shall  have  the  charge  distinctly  and  clearly  stated 
“ to  him  ; and  he  thereupon  sworn  to  speak  the  truth, 

“ the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  hut  the  truth.”  1 

* * * • * • * * - * - I 

It  will  be  seen  that,  by  this  remarkable  enactment,  j 
every  person  in  the  Colony  was  placed  at  the  mercy  i 
of  the  local  Committee  of  the  County  in  which  he 
lived  ; that  no  one  was  permitted  to  disregard  or  to  | 
treat  with  disrespect  either  the  “recommendations”  ! 
or  the  “ Resolutions  ” of  Congresses  or  Committees, 
of  either  high  or  low  degree,  no  matter  with  what  I 
disclaimers  of  obligation  those  “recommendations”  j 
and  “ Resolutions  ” might  have  been  accompanied,2 
nor  to  dissent  from  whatever  outrages  on  persons  or 
properties  there  might  be  inflicted  on  quiet,  law- 
abiding  persons,  by  even  the  most  insignificant 
“District  Committee”  in  the  Colony,  nor  even  to 
question  the  authority  to  do  whatever  it  should  incline 
to  do,  no  matter  how  monstrous  its  actions  should  be, 
in  any  such  Congress  or  Committee;  that  sequestra- 
tion, if  not  confiscation  and  absolute  sale,3 *  of  proper- 
ties, real  and  personal,  and  close  confinement  in  bar- 
racks or  jails,  and  banishment  from  home  and  family, 
no  matter  at  what  cost  to  him  or  to  those  who  were 
dependent  on  him,  were  penalties  to  which  every  one 
was  subject,  whenever  a County  Committee  saw  fit  to 
inflict  them;  that,  by  making  the  offences  and  the  i 
penalties  matters  of  general  interest  to  “the  associa-  | 
“ted  Colonies” — for  doing  which  no  one  can  pretend  | 
that  a local  Provincial  Congress,  even  during  a Re-  ! 
hellion,  could  consistently  assume  to  legislate — -this  j 
enactment  afforded  a warrant,  for  inroads  from  other  ; 
Colonies,  whenever  the  latter  were  inclined  to  make 
them,  for  the  direct  adjustment  of  matters  in  which  j 

1 Journal  *of  the  Provincial  Congress,  “ 4 ho.,  P.M.,  September  1st,  j 

2 Compare  the  disclaimers  which  accompanied  the  Association*  -which  i 

were  sent  out,  for  signatures,  {pages  94,9.3,  ante;)  with  the  penalties  which  ; 
were  subsequently  imposed  on  those  who  had  declined  to  sign  those  j 

ciuiotu,  in  the  .orders  issued  for  their  disarmament,  ( page  11J,  ante;)  in  I 
thi-  remarkable  enactment ; fcnd  with  the  multitude  of  arbitrary  arrests  j 
and  painful  imprisonments,  throughout  the  Colony,  with  which  the  ! 
pages  of  the  records  of  the  doings  of  the  revolutionary  faction  so  pecu-  1 
liarly  abound. 

d We  are  sensible  that  the  Viler  of  this  enactment  affords  a warrant  for 
nothing  else  than  a sequestration  of  the  properties  of  those  who  were 
proscribed  ; but  the  spirit  of  it  was  seen  in  the  action  of  those  Comm it- 
t-'cs  who  were,  by  this  enactment,  made  masters  of  the  great  body  of  the 
C-d-misis,  when  those  Committees,  as  will  In?  seen,  hereafter,  not  only  i 
sequestrated,  but  confiscated  and  Sold,  the  properties  of  those  who  were  I 
pervjiiufly  obnoxious  to  them. 
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they  possessed  a conceded  interest;  that  no  appeal 
from  the  judgment  of  such  a local  revolutionary 
tribunal,  too  often  controlled  by  personal  or  family 
quarrels*  or  by  ecclesiastical  or  neighborhood  feuds 
or  by  foreign  interferences,  was  provided  for-  or 
allowed  ; and  that  the  dictates  of  his  conscience  and 
the  oath  of  his  otiice,  if  he  held  an  office,  as  far  as 
these  should  assert  his  duty  to  his  Sovereign  and  to 
the  Colonial  and  Home  Governments,  must  be  sternly 
disregarded  and  suppressed,  by  every  one. 

History  has  failed  to  record,  in  the  annals  of  any 
other  community,  another  such  instance  of  solemn 
mockery  and  of  refined  hypocrisy  and  of  relentless 
personal  and  partisan  bitterness  as  is  seen  in  this 
enactment,  framed  and  ordained  and  promulgated  by 
men  who  pretended  to  so  much  of  honor  and  intelli- 
gence, to  so  much  of  loyalty  to  the  King  and  of  re- 
gard for  the  Constitution,  to  so  much  of  veneratiou 
for  the  Rights  of  Man  and  of  reverence  for  the 
supreme  Laws  of  God.  as  were  claimed,  for  themselves, 
by  the  Livingstons  and  the  Morrises,  the  Van  Cort- 
landts  and  the  Clintons,  and  their  several  supporters, 
in  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Colonial  New  York; 
and  the  annals  of  partisan  malignity,  ecclesiastical  or 
civil,  afford  few  instances  wherein  an  ecclesiastical  or 
civil  enactment,  no  matter  by  what  authority  nor 
under  what  circumstances  it  may  have  been  ordained 
and  promulgated,  has  been  more  relentlessly  enforced, 
in  its  penalties,  than  this  enactment  of  a revolution- 
ary Congress  was  enforced,  in  the  Colony  and  State  of 
New  York.  Scarcely  a homestead  existed  iu  Colonial 
Westcbester-county,  in  which  the  unbridled  despotism 
of  a self-constituted  Precinct  or  District  or  Town 
Committee  did  not  display  its  ill-gotten,  ill-regulated 
power, under  the  sanction  of  this  enactment,  protected 
and  supported,  whenever  protection  and  support  were 
needed  to  ensure  entire  success,  by  the  local  and  the 
Continental  military  power  or  by  hungry  ruffians 
from  over  the  border;5  and  there  are  enough  of 

4 “The  information  yon  have  received,  in  respect  to  Captain  Cuthbert, 

“is,  I believe,  in  part  true,  but  lias  originated  from  a private  pique,  and 
“is  much  exaggerated.  You  will  observe  I have  bought  his  wheat  from 
“him,  which  he  readily  sold  me,  at  the  same  time  complained,  most 
“bitterly,  of  being  threatened  with  the  loss  of  his  life,  by  the  same  Don 
“you  mentioned,  who.  I believe,  13  a very  bad  men.  3 (any  persons  in 
“ the  Country  are  seeking  for  private  revenge  ur.de  r plot  -r  -e  of  concern 
“for  the  publick  safety.” — General  {Benedict  Arnold  la  Chase , 

“ Soke r,  3 fay  15,  lTTti.’’) 

General  Arnold's  remarks  were  perfectly  applicable  to  every  portion  of 
the  Colony.  Who,  among  historical  studeuU*,  does  not  know  that  one 
of  the  most  virulent  of  those  who  persecuted  the  foal  and  law  abiding 
Colonists,  in  Colonial  New  York — a very  thinly  disguised  monarchist 
who  was  thus  figuring  as  a most  zealous  republican— had  been  largely 
prompted  to  play  a oart  in  the  politics  of  the  period  which  was  radically 
distasteful  to  himself,  in  order  that  he  might,  thereby,  revengefully  op- 
pose and  persecute  the  friends  and  family  of  the  two  young  ladies,  sisters, 
who  had  successively  preferred  more  graceful  and  more  companionable, 
if  not  as  mentally  and  scholastically  deserving,  suitors  for  their  hands 
and  fortunes  ? 

5 Tliis  sentence  has  been  written  with  a perfect  understanding  of  what 
is  stated  in  the  text,  concerning  those  who  passed  from  Connecticut  ii.K» 
Westcbester-county,  to  assist  the  local  Committees,  in  that  County,  iu 
their  work  of  outrage  and  robbery.  Greenwich,  Stamford,  Ridge 
held.  Danbury,  Wilton,  New  Caiman,  and  the  other  border  Towns 
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merely  inciilent.il  allusions,  left  amomr  tin-  well-eoii- 
cealeil  record'  of  those  times,  to  say  nothing  of  those 
more  startling  evidences  which  went,  unrecorded,  J 
into  the  graves  of  those  who  had  been  thus  plundered 
and  outraged,  when  the  latter  were  carried  to  their 

i I 

bust  earthly  homes,  to  show  that  the  Drakes  and  the 
Thomases,  the  Odells  and  the  Martlings,  the  Lock-  j 
woods  and  the  Du  tellers,  and  those  who  were  associated  j 
with  them,  “ patriotically  ” supporting  what  was  called  ; 
“ the  glorious  cause  of  Liberty,”  were  experts  in  ruth-  i 
less  barbarism,  and  entirely  worthy  of  thecrowns  of  in-  j 
famy  which  history  has  awarded  to  more  distinguished,  j 
but  not  more  accomplished,  inquisitors  aud  despots. 

The  publication  of  this  barbarous  enactment  was 
followed,  immediately,  by  active  preparations  for 
persecution,  by  those,  in  Westchester-county.  who 
were  engaged  in  promoting  the  cause  of  the  Rebel- 
lion; and  they  promptly  reported  to  the  Provincial 
Congress,  for  what  purpose  is  very  evident,  the  fol- 
lowing list  of  those,  in  that  County,  who  were  espe- 
cially obnoxious  to  them 


“Col.  Phillips,2 
“Joseph  Harris, 

“James  Harris, 

“ Major  Brown's  two  sons 
“ Isaac  and  Josiah  that 
“ lives  at  home,3 
“Lyon  Miller,4 


Bartholomew  Hains,5 
Mr.  Duncan  and  Brown 
at  Marroneck, 

Capt.  Joshua  Purdy,6 
Jeremiah  Travess, 
Solomon  Fowler," 
Joshua  Purdy,8 


In  Connecticut,  as  is  wi  ll  known,  were  too  nearly  akin  in  sentiment  to 
the  Towns  in  Westchester-county  to  have  supplied  resjt^dable  men,  for 
such  a questionable  service  ; and  specimens  of  those  of  Connecticut  who 
were  so* zealous  in  the  support  of  the  Kebelliun,  in  New  York,  when 
there  was  no  armed  forces  before  them  - those,  from  that  Colony  were 
not  so  zealous,  on  the  northern  frontier  and  in  Canada,  at  Kips  Bay  and 
in  No.v  Jersey,  when  an  armed  enemy  was  either  before  or  behind  them — 
might  have  been  seen  in  those  who  were  led  by  Waterbary  and  by  Sears, 
by  Wooster  and  by  Webb,  of  whom  and  of  whose  peculiarly  New  Eng-  I 
“land  Ideas,”  concerning  the  laws  of  meum  et.  tuum , history  has  left 
abundant*  evidence. 

1 Historical  Jlurmscript s,  etc.  : Miscellaneous  Papers,  xxxiv.,  193. 

2 Colonel  Frederic  Vhilipso,  of  Yonkers  and  Sleepy  Hollow,  Member 
of  the  General  Assembly,  already  made  knowu  to  the  reader.  lie  was 
exiled  ; and  his  property  sequestrated,  conf.>cated.  and  sold. 

* Isaac  and  Josiah  Brown  were  arrested  ; thrown  into  the  Prison  at 
the  White  Plains ; and  subsequently  released  on  condition  that  they 
should  board  with  William  Miller,  Deputy  Chairman  of  the  County 
Committee*,  at  their  own  expense,  instead  of  at  their  own  homes. 

4 Lyon  Miller  was  First  Lieutenant  in  the  Harrison  Precinct  Company 
of  Militia,  reorertuiz-d  under  the  cuu'-tmcu?  of  the  Provincial  Congress, 
ii»  August,  17*. >. 

5 Bartholomew  Haines  was  arrested  and  thrown  into  Prison  at  the  I 
W hire  Plains.  His  name  will  be  seen,  very  frequently,  in  the  following  | 
pages  of  this  narrative. 

6 Captain  Joshua  Purdy  was,  probably,  the  person  of  that  name  who  j 

has  been  referred  to,  elsewhere,  in  these  notes,  in  connection  with  another  ; 
person,  bearing  the  •’ame  name  but  without  a title,  who  was,  a!=o,  named  \ 
on  this  list  of  the  proVribed  of  Westchester-county.  Although  the  rec- 
ords do  not  mention  the  distinguishing  till  *,  if  he  had  one,  of  the  victim  j 
whose  arr*.*st  and  imprisonment  and  conditional  release  are  mentioned  ' 
in  the  note  referred  to,  and,  therefore,  the  untitled  “Joshua  Purdy” 
has  been  con  nee  tod  with  those  records,  there  are  circumstances  which  j 
favor  the  impression  that  Captain  Joshua  was  the  person  to  whom  they  | 
really  referred.  . 

" Solomon  Fowler  was  reported  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  a second  j 
time,  in  June,  177G,  and  summoned  to  appear  before  t lie  “ Committee  [ 
“ on  Conspiracies,”  soon  after. 

* Joshua  Purdy,  either  this  person  ot  that  imm-*  or  Captain  Joshua  who 


“ Llij:  Ji  i ’mi-! 

“ • iilln-rt  li  ••  ill,' 

Edmund  Wart,10 
“Cult'll  Morguin,* 11 
“ James  llortun.  Esq.12 
“William  Hurker,  Em|.13 
“ Per.'On  Seabury,14 
“Godfrey  Haines,  added 
“oil  Saturday  evening, 15 
“Jeremiah  Travess,  Juur., 


Joil  lt  liau  I ’a  • 1 i . - , Whif- 
Plains/' 

Sami.  Merrk,  Manor  of 
Courtlandt,17 
Mr.  Peter  Hatfield, 

Isaac  Hatfield, 

Edward  Palmer,18 
Nath.  Whitney,  Esq. 
Pater  Drake, 1!) 

Peter  Corney,20 


Joshua  Came. 


There  need  he  no  surprise  that  that  remarkable  en- 
actment and  the  activity  in  enforcing  its  provisions 
which  was  seen  among  those  who  favored  the  Rebel- 
lion and  among  those,  who  desired  the  advantages 
which  a general  breaking  down  of  those  who  opposed 
that  Rebellion  would  probably  ensure  to  them,  iu  the 
expected  and  intended  sequestrations  and  confisca- 
tions and  sales  of  properties,  real  and  personal, 
throughout  the  County,  aroused  the  attention  and 
the  indignation  o!  the  great  body  of  the  conservative 


is  also  named  on  this  list,  was  reported  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  a 
second  time  ; summoned  In  f n*  the  “ ( '.»niniitU*c  on  Conspiracies. ; ” im- 
prisoned at  the  'White  Plains  ; and  released  from  prison  on  condition 
that  ho  should  board  with  William  Miller,  Deputy  Chairman  of  -the 
County  Committee,  at  his  own  expense,  instead  of  at  his  own  home. 

9 Gilbert  Horton  was  arrested  and  thrown  into  the  Prison  at  the  White 
Plains. 

19  Edmund  Ward  was  arrested  aud  thrown  into  the  Prison  at  the  White 
Plains. 

11  Caleb  31  organ  was  reported  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  a second 
time;  arrested  ; arid  thrown  into  the  Prison  at  the  White  Plains. 

12 James  Horton,  Esq.,  was  summoned  before  the  “Committee  of 
“Safety,"  as  the  County  Committee  called  itself,  in  August,  1777  ; was 
unusually  independent  in  his  answers  to  tliat  body  ; and  appears  to  have 
remained  without  further  trouble. 

13  William  Barker,  Esq.,  whs  reported  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  a 
second  time  ; arrested;  examined  by  the  Committee  on  Conspiracies -, 
and  thrown  into  the  Prison  at  the  White  Plains. 

n Kev.  Samuel  Seabury,  soon  afterwards,  was  seized  and  carried  to 
Connecticut,  where  he  was  imprisoned.  His  very  peculiar  case  will  be 
noticed  in  the  text,  in  its  order. 

f®  Godfrey  Haines  was  seized,  and  sent  10  the  City  of  New  Y’ork,  a few 
days  after  the  transmission  of  this  memorandum.  Ills  case  will  be  seen 
in  the  text  of  this  narrative,  pages  115-120,  post. 

16  Jonathan  Purdy,  of  the  White  Plains,  was  arrested  and  thrown  into 
the  Prison  at  that  place. 

17  Samuel  Men  it  was  reported  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  a second 
time  ; arrested  ; aud  thrown  into  the  Piison  at  the  White  Plains. 

i- Edward  Palmer  was  a re -Merit  of  Coriinndt's  Manor  ; and  was  subse- 
quently accused  of  enlisting  men  for  the  ltoyal  Army.  There  are  some 
reasons  for  supposing  that  hew..'  the  young  man  who  was  so  ostenta- 
tiously hung,  as  a spy,  by  tin;  order  of  General  Putnam,  iu  August,  1777, 
of  which  mention  will  b<_-  made  hereafter. 

19  Peter  Drake  was  one  of  the  Drakes  of  the  Cortlandt  Manor;  and  was 
an  active  Loyalist ; but  was  not  disturbed— he  was  a Drake. 

20  Peter  Corner  was  reported  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  a second 
time  ; arrested  and  taken  In* fora  the  “ Committee  on  Conspiracies  and 
permitted  to  go  to  Long  Island,  where  lie  was  peculiarly  serviceable 
to  those  who  desired  to  remove  from  that  place.  Because  of  this,  the 
Committee  of  Safety  and  Committee  on  Conspiracies  of  the  Provincial 
Congress,  permit  tail  bin  son-in-law  to  take  and  occupy  his  property  ; but 
the  local  Committee  of  Sequestration  disregarded  that  permission  ; seized 
the  property  ; and  sold  it,  under  peculiarly  distressing  cireq^nsmnees. 
(JIL'torU  nl  ^Tannscripls,  etc.  : Pe'ituots,  xxxiii.,  522;  thr  san>e  ; MUcella- 
neons  Papers,  xxxvii.,  95,  91)  ; xxxviii.,  147  ; Journal  or  Committee  of 
Safcti /,  w ith  Conwy's  son-in  law's  allidavit,  ” Die  Veneris,  l ho.,  P.M., 
“ June  b,  1777.”) 
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u ruiers  of  Westchc^ter-county — they  would  have  !»•  • -n 
thaninen,  au<l  unworthy  ot  either  respect  or  sym- 
v,  l.a»l  they  remained  passive"  spectators  ot  what 
u;l,  thiui  in  [iroeri  '-i,  tor  the  seizure  ot  their  persons, 
for  the  sequestration  of  their  homes  and  of  their 
estates,  ami  for  the  impoverishment  of  their  need 
parents,  of  their  wives,  and  of  their  dependent  chil- 
dren, without  just  cause,  without  due  process  of  Law, 
ami  by  those  who  were  iri  acknowledged  rebellion 
aeaitist  their  recognized  Sovereign.  Indeed,  the 
honest,  hard-working  yeomanry,  throughout  the 
entire  extent  of  the  County,  those  of  revolutionary 
as  well  as  those  of  conservative  associations,  was  im- 
mediately thrown  into  a state  of  the  most  intense 
excitement;  suspicion  between  those  who  had  been 
peaceful  neighbors  and  friends,  was  aroused  and 
fostered ; memories  of  half- forgotten  piques  and 
quarrels  were  recalled ; and  the  animosities  and  the 
jealousies  and  the  misunderstandings  and  the  disputes 
of  the  past  were  revived  and  intensified  ; and,  while 
the  more  zealous  of  the  party  of  the  Rebellion  were 
loud  in  their  threats  and  aggressive  in  their  actions, 
those  who  constituted  the  great  body  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  County  and  who  were  peaceful  in  all  their 
relations,  anxiously  watched  the  progress  of  events,  I 
and,  in  some  notable  instances,  denounced  the  enact- 
ments of  the  Provincial  Congress  and  the  Congress 
who  had  enacted  them;  declared  their  confidence — 
their  ill-founded  but  honest  confidence  — that  the 
Home  Government  would  soon  interfere  for  their  pro- 
tection ; armed  and  organized  themselves  for  their 
immediate  security;  and  established  strong  patrols, 
from  among  themselves,  to  guard  against  surprise,  by 
night  or  by  day.  Violence  on  the  one  side,  of  actions 
as  well  as  of  words,  begat  violence  on  the  other.  A 
lawless  assault  on  the  persons  or  the  properties  of  the 
conservatives  and  the  loyal,  by  the  promptings  of 
embittered  human  nature  and  the  unwritten  law  of 
retaliation,  was  followed,  sooner  or  later,  by  equally 
lawless  assaults  on  the  persons  or  on  the  families  or 
on  the  properties  of  those,  of  the  opposite  party,  w ho 
had  been  the  original  aggressors  ; and,  very  seldom, 


a sufficient  equivalent  for  the  tooth  or  the  eye  which  j 
had  been  taken.  “They  hunted  every  man  bis  | 
" brother  with  a net;”  the  reign  of  peace,  of  lrappi-  ] 
ness,  ail'd  of  prosperity  — the  era  of  good-feelings  I 
between  neighbors,  of  regard  among  friends,  of flee-  j 
tion  in  families — in  the  old  agricultural  County  of  I 
Westchester  was  ended  ; and  partisan  strife  and  per-  j 
sonal  and  domestic'  misery  and  general  waste  and 
ruin  prevailed. 

Rye,  even  at  a later  period,  was  noted  for  its  solid, 
unyielding  conservatism  and,  in  Rye  and  through- 
out Westchester-county,  generally,  the  Purdys  were 

1 ‘‘The  People  <>f  Ityo  being  wholly  devoted  to  the  Interest  of  the 
' 1 'fjwn  shut  their  Eyes  and  Ears  against  reason  anil  knowledge  ” * * 

J'  turn  of  ( iconjc  lim  it,  “IIaeri.km,  August  2(1,  1776  v — llftr.ricil 
If  : rij.i*'  t-t v.  : PPUions : xxxiii.,  158.) 


peculiarly  noted  for  their  unfalti  ring  loyalty.2  Early 
in  September,  1770,  before  the  passage  of  the  enact- 
i ment  by  the  Provincial  Congress,  to  which  reference 
■ has  been  made,  could  have  become  generally  known 
throughout  that  “border  Town,”  Godfrey  Haines,  an 
; unmarried  man,  was  at  the  house  of  Daniel  Purdv, 

! in  Rve;  and,  in  conversation,  lie  condemned  the  re- 
| organization  of  the  Militia,  by  the  Provincial  Cou- 
1 gress ; declared  lie  would  not  perform  any  duty  in  the 
new-organized  Company;  and  denounced  the  Con- 
gresses and  Committees,  generally,  saying  “he  had  as 
“ leave  be  in  hell  as  in  the  hands  of  any  of  them,”  an 
I opinion  which  was,  probably,  confirmed,  very  soon 
I afterwards.  He  evidently  looked  forward  to  an  ex- 
pected movement  of  the  Home  Government,  for  the 
maintenance  of  its  authority  ; he  wished  the  men-of- 
war  would  move  up  the  Sound  ; and,  in  his  youthful 
outburst  of  indignation,  he  said  lie  would  be  one  of 
those  who  would  indicate  the  persons  on  whom  the 
Government  should  first  lay  the  weight  of  its  retribu- 
tive power. 

Of  that  Godfrey  Haines,  nothing  is  now  definitely 
known  beyond  the  facts,  told  by  himself, 3 that  he 
was  tolerably  well  educated,  but  was  without  any 
available  property  ; but  it  can  be  learned,  from  the 
papers  in  the  case,  that  he  was  not  a stranger  in  that 
neighborhood  nor  in  that  house.  He  was  evidently  a 
young  man,  suffering  from  wrongs  already  inflicted 
on  him  or  on  his  personal  friends,  possessing  a fiery 
temper,  and  warmly  incliguant  at  the  movements  and 
the  threats  of  the  revolutionary  faction.  He  un- 
doubtedly knew  that  he  was  among  those  who  enter- 
tained opinions  and  preferences  which  were  similar 
in  their  character  to  those  which  he  had  declared ; but 
the  latter  may  have  been  less  willing  to  declare  what 
they  preferred  and  what  their  opinions  were,  concern- 
ing the  doings  of  those  who  were,  then,  aspiring  to  the 
Government  of  the  Colony — lie  was,  however,  less 
fortunate  than  they,  in  the  expression  of  his  opinions 
in  the  presence  of  one  who,  either  through  ignorance 
or  malevolence,  was  mean  enough  to  betray  him. 

Samson  had  his  Delilah  ; and  Godfrey  had  ins  Eu- 
nice. Of  Delilah,  not  an  Israelite,  we  know  that  she 
betrayed  her  lover  to  Iris  enemies,  to  the  oppressors 
of  his  kindred  are!  his  people:  of  Eunice,  an  ignorant, 
unmarried  woman  ; unable  to  write  her  own  name 
and.  probably,  unable  to  read  what  cithers  had  writ- 
ten—-just  such  a tool,  indeed,  as  suited  the  purposes 
of  such  men  as,  then,  manipulated  her  spitefully- 
told  information — and,  evidently,  a daughter  or  sister 
or  other  kinswoman  of  the  man  under  whose  roof  and 
in  the  enjoyment  of  whose  hospitality  Godfrey  was, 


- At  the  marriage  of  Gabriel  Purdy  to  Charity  Purily.  at  the  White 
Plains,  ou  the  twenty  eighth  of  March,  1775,  a large  company,  forty-seven 
in  number,  was  assembled,  among  whom  thirty -seven  were  Purdys, 
‘‘ami  not  a single  Whig  among  thei^  — (Roinjf-.x.'s  Acte-  Y<rk  Gazetteer, 
| No.  luo,  New-Yokk,  Thursday,  April  -0,  1775.) 

3 Petition  to  th>’  Provincial  Congress,  "Cmf  Hall,  October  >•  4th, 
1 "1775'’ — page  117,  post. 
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when  lie  mule  these  utterances,  we  know,  also,  that 
she  betrayed  a guest,  of  the  family,  if  not  In  r own 
lover,  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  into  the  hands 
of  tiu-sc  who  were  oppressing  his  kindred  and  his 
people.  Site  was  not  prompt  in  her  treachery,  which 
clearly  indicates  that  it  was  an  afterthought  - prob- 
ably, it  was  a girlish  act  of  spiteful  retaliation  for 
soaie  boyish  affront,  to  which  she  had  been  subjected, 
subsequently  to  the  day  on  which  he  had  exposed 
himself  to  her  ignorant  vindictiveness.  Whatever 
incited  her,  however,  the  story  of  Godfrey's  outspoken 
utterances  was  told  by  her,  within  three  or  four  weeks 
from  the  day  of  his  visit  to  Purdy’s;  and,  because  lie 
had  evidently  thus  made  himself  obnoxious  to  the  con- 
trolling faction,  although  lie  had  not  been  previously 
regarded  with  suspicion, 1 the  County  Committee, 
with  intemperate  zeal,  promptly  proceeded  to  display 
and  to  exercise  its  new-found  authority — Godfrey  was 
arrested  and  taken  to  the  White  Plains,  on  no  other 
accusation  than  the  merely  verbal  information  of  the 
affronted  Eunice;  arid  that  vindictive  maiden  was, 
also,  taken  to  the  same  place,  and  before  the  same 
County  Committee,  there,  in  order  that  her  accusation 
might  be  made  in  a more  formal  manner. 

None  of  the  details  of  the  doings  of  that  zealous 
County  Committee,  thus  acting  in  its  threefold  char- 
acter of  prosecutor,  judge,  aud  executioner,  have  been 
recorded  in  history ; but  an  affidavit  was  framed  ; aud 
Eunice  added  “her  mark”  to  it,  and  disappeared — 
even  the  industrious  local  historian  has  not  found  a 
place  for  her,  in  his  genealogical  record  of  the  family 
of  which  she  was  apparently  a member.  The  follow- 
ing is  a copy  of  that  affidavit,  thus  made,  honestly  or 
dishonestly,  by  Eunice  Purdy,  before  the  Committee 
of  Safety  of  the  County  of  Westchester: 

“ Westchester  County,  as. : 

“Eunice  Purdy,  of  Eye,  in  the  said  County, 
“Spinster,  being  duly  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evange- 
“ lists  of  Almighty  God,  deposeth  andsaith  that,  on  or 
“about  the  second  of  September  instant,  Godfrey 
“ Hains  was  at  Daniel  Purdy’s,  at  Eye,  and  in  con- 
“versation,  at  that  time,  said  lie  understood  that  the 
“ Committee  or  Congress  had  made  a law  to  oblige  all 
“ to  train  under  them  ; and  that,  ‘ damn  them,  if  they 
“ ‘ came  after  him.  they  should  either  kill  him  or  he 
“‘would  kill  some  of  them  ; and  that,  dead  or  alive, 
“ ‘ he  would  be  revenged  ; • and  that  he  had  enough 
“ ‘in  his  pocket,  then,  for  five  or  six  of  them.’  That 
“he  also  damned  the  Congresses  and  Committees, 
“ frequently,  and  said  that  lie  had  as  leave  be  in  hell 

1 It  will  be  !*een,  by  reference  to  the  list  of  those  who  were  proscribed, 
(ixu 7*s  114,  ante.)  that.  Godfrey  Haines's  name  was  not  on  it,  as  it  was 
originally  written — it  was  “-uLle d ’’  to  that  list  “on  Saturday 
“ evening.” 

- This  remark  very  clearly  indicated  that,  when  Godfrey  made  these 
violent  remarks,  he  was  smarting  from  wrongs  already  indicted  uii  him- 
iself-  «»r  on  tho«e  who  were  dear  to  him,  by  those  of  the  r«  v . -lutiomiry 
faction  in  Weatchester-county  or  by  those,  from  Connecticut,  untie r 
General  Wooster  or  others,  who  had  come  into  the  County,  for  the  sup- 
port Of  the  Rebellion. 


' in  tin-  hands  of  the  Congress  or  Committee  ; that 
“ they  would  -ec  if  they  were  not  all  cut  down,  in  a 
“ fortnight,  at  farthest;  that  he  wished  the  men-of- 
“war  would  come  along  the  Sound  ; and  that  he  wish- 
“edthey  had  raised  their  Company,  three  months 
| “ago,  for  then  the  matter  would  have  been  settled 
| “ before  that  time;  and  further  this  Deponent  saitli 
“ not. 

her 

“ Eunice  -f  Purdy. 

murk. 

I “Sworn  the  28th  September,  1775,  I 
“ before  me,  ) 

“Gii.iit.  Drake.” 

There  was  no  oilier  evidence  than  this  evidently 
! .spitefully-made  affidavit;  and  it  is  said  Godfrey  was 
| “convicted,”  on. this  testimony,  of  “denying  t lie  au- 
j “thorite  and  speaking  contemptuously  of  the  Con- 
j “grosses  aud  the  Committee  of  the  County  ” — nothing 
I appears  to  have  been  done  on  the  charge,  by  Eunice, 

| that  he  had  u-ed  other  and,  apparently,  more  offensive 
i words.  He  was  ordered  to  he  disarmed  ; but  the 
| judgment-  was  returned  unsatisfied,  since  he  had 
j concealed  his  anus  and  ammunition  ; and  the  Coin- 
| mittee  stated  that  it  was  highly  improbable  that  they 
j could  be  found.  It  was  determined,  however,  that 
| he  was  “a  very  dangerous  man;”  aud,  for  its  own 
j peace  sake  as  well  as  for  its  own  safety,  that  very 
| zealous  Committee  determined  to  send  him  to  the 
| Provincial  Congress,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  in 
j order  that  that  body  might  employ  its  more  practised 
j hand,  in  the  further  prosecution  of  him. 

I On  the  day  after  he  had  been  tried  and  convicted 
and  punished,  as  far  as  the  Westcfoester-county  Com- 
i mittee  could  do  all  these,  [September  29,  1775,]  God- 
j frey  was  placed  in  the  custody  of  Daniel  Winter,  and 
j seut  to  the  City,  the  following  letter,  from  that  Com- 
J mittee.  explaining  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
j victim  had  been  thus  transported  from  the  County 
[ in  which  he  had  lived,  being  sent  with  him: 

“ White  Plains,  Septr.  29,  1775. 

1 “Gentlemen: 

. “We  send  you  by  5Ir.  Daniel  Winter,  Godfrev 
"Hairs,  a person  v ho  was  accused  and  convicted,  be- 
i “tore  us,  ot  denying  the  authority  and  speaking  con- 
j “ temptuou.-ly  oi  the  Congresses  and  the-  Committee 
“of  this  County.  He  was  ordered  to  he  disarmed  ; and, 
i “upoy  examining  him  respecting  his  arms  and  am- 
| “ munition,  he  confessed  that  lie  has  a gun,  pistol, 

, “ sword,  powder,  and  ball,  but  refused  informing  the 
I “Committee  where  they  are;  and  as  Hains  is  a single 
I “man,  the  Committee  think  it  highly  improbable  that 
| “his  arms  can  be  found. 

j “ \\  e enclose  you  an  affidavit  which  induces  us  to 
j “think  him  a dangerous  man;  and  therefore  send 
| “ him  to  you  to  be  dealt  wkli  as  you  think  proper. 

“ After  reading  the  affidavit  we  think  it  needless  to 
i “acquaint  you  that  his  conduct  (bv  the  best  infor- 
! “illation  we  can  get)  has  been  very  extraordinary — 
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*\r'!i  as  going  armed,  and  giving  out  threats  against 
" r • • m O1  of  the  Committee  and  the  C'onm • ■ ■ tic u t 
'*  troops,  etc. 

“ The  committee  think  it  extremely  necessary,  for 
“the  safetv  of  the  County,  that  the  Commissions  for 
“the  Militia  Ollicers  should  be  immediately  for- 
**  warded. 

“ We  are,  gentlemen, 

“Your  most  humble  servants, 

“ Jiy  order  of  the  Committee, 

“ GlUJT.  Drake,  Chairman. 

•'  To  Tin:  Committee  of  Safety, 

••  fok  the  Province  of  New  York.” 

Although  the  Autumn  was  well  advanced  and 
the  days  had  become  much  shorter.  Winter  and 
his  prisoner  and  the  guard  who  accompanied  them 
left  the  White  Plains  early  enough  to  reach  the  City 
before  nine  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  September,  the  day  on  which  the  letter  was 
written  ; 1 and  the  first  subject  which  was  brought 
before  the  Committee  of  Safety,  there,  at  its  morning 
session,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  was  the  letter  from 
the  Committee  of  Westehester-county,  which  Winter 
had  brought,  with  his  prisoner. 

Although  Gilbert  Livingston,  and  Alexander 
McDougal,  and  Isaac  Sears,  and  others  of  the  more 
radical  revolutionists  were  present,  in  the  Committee, 
that  body  handled  the  subject  with  great  caution,  and 
determined  to  have  no  connection  with  it,  ordering, 
as  the  result  of  its  deliberations,  “That  the  said 
“ Godfrey  Haines  be  sent  hack  to  the  Committee  of 
“Westchester,  under  the  care  of  the  persons  who 
“brought  him  to  this  City;  and  that  Air.  Paulding,  a 
“ Deputy  for  the  said  County,  be  requested  to  write  a 
“letter  to  the  said  Committee,  informing  them  that 
“ it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that,  agreeable 
“ to  the.  Resolutions  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this 
“Colony,  the  County  Committees  are  altogether  eom- 
“ pete nt  for  punishing  and  confining  persons  guilty 
“of  a breach  of  the  said  Resolutions  or  of  either  of 
“ them.”  2 

The  Westchester-county-men  were  not  inclined, 
however,  to  be  troubled  with  the  subject,  especially 
with  the  knowledge  which  they  possessed  concerning 
the  temper  of  many  of  those  who  were  within  that 
County  ; and,  on  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth  of  Sep- 
tember, Daniel  Wintqr  “represented”  to  the  Com- 
mittee in  New  York  “that  the  taking  the  said  God- 
frey Haines  back  will  be  attended  with  danger  of 

1 It  is  not  impossible  but  this  arrest  hnd  been  made  after  it  had  be- 
come dark,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  September  : it  is  quite  clear  that  the 
Committee  was  in  session,  that  the  letter  of  transmission  was  written, 
and  that  Godfrey  was  hurried  through  the  County,  offer  midnight , on  the 
flloicing  morning.  Secrecy  was  probably  necessary  to  ensure  success, 
vlu-re  the  revolutionary  faction  was  so  insijriiirii  ant  in  numbers,  espe- 
cially, a*  will  l»e  seen  in  the  farther  proceedings  in  this  case,  when  thus*- 
who  were  also  active,  in  the  maintenance  of  their  own  righto  aud  pro- 
perties, bad  been  aroused. 

2 Journal  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  Die  Veneris,  9 bo.,  A.M.,  Sep- 

**  tember  29, 1775.” 


“ bis  being  rescued  by  persons  inimical  to  the  cause 
“of Liberty;”  and  that  body  thereupon  reconsidered 
its  Order  of  the  preceding  day,  and  ordered  “ that  the 
“ said  Godfrey  Haines  he  committed  to  the  Jail  in  this 
“City  till  the  further  order  of  this  Committee  or  the 
“ Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony;”3  and  into  the 
Jail,  in  New  York,  Godfrey  was  accordingly  ca>t. 
without,  however,  the  slightest  provision  for  his  sup- 
port, while  he  should  remain  there. 

The  Jail,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  when  Godfrey 
Haines  was  cast  into  it,  was  confining  other  victims 
of  arbitrary  and  unwarranted  arrests  who,  also,  had 
been  sent  to  the  Congress,  by  the  country  Counties; 
and  it  may  be  reasonably  supposed  that  his  animosi- 
ties against  the  Congresses  and  the  County  Commit- 
tees and  those  who  favored  them,  were  not,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  modified,  by  his  association  with 
those  prisoners  or  by  bis  own  imprisonment.  But,  not- 
withstanding those  animosities,  his  necessities  com- 
pelled him  to  seek  relief;  and,  on  the  fourth  of 
October,  the  fifth  day  of  his  confinement,  he  united 
with  his  fellow-prisoners,  in  the  following  Petition, 
probably  written  by  himself,  addressed  to  the  Provin- 
cial Congress,  which  had  reassembled  on  the  morning 
of  that  day  : 4 

“To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress. 

“ Gentlemen  : As  there  is  Six  of  us  Confined  in 
“ Goal  by  your  order  Charg’d  with  misdemeanors,  we 
“ should  take  it  kind  of  you  if  you’d  bring  us  to  Im- 
“ediate  tryal  or  provide  for  us  in  our  Confinement  as 
“we  have  not  wherewithal  to  suport  our  ourselves. 
“ And  you  will  oblige  yours 

“City  Hall,  October  ve  4th,  1775. 

“ Godfrey  ITains,  Adam  Bergh, 

“Timothy  Doughty,  Christian  Bergh,  Jun’., 

“John  Dob,  David  Dob.” 

That  Petition  was  duly  presented  to  the  Congress, 
on  the  day  of  its  date,  and  was  read  before  that  body  ; 
but  no  action  whatever  appears  to  have  been  taken 
on  it, a then  or  subsequently. 

Eight  days  after  the  Provincial  Congress  had 
received  and  read  the  Petition  of  Godfrey  Plaines 
and  Lis  fellow-prisoners,  that  body  received  the  fol- 
lowing Resolution  from  the  Continental  Congress, 
which  probably  served  to  intensify  rather  than 
to  ameliorate  the  prevailing  partisan  animosities; 
and  it  was  certainly  not  well-constituted  for  the  relief 
of  those  who  were  already  imprisoned  on  similar 
charges : 

“ Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several 
“Provincial  Assemblies,  or  Conventions  and  Couu- 
“ oils,  or  Committees  of  Safety,  to  arrest  and  secure 
“ every  person,  in  their  respective  Colonies,  who  is 


3 Journal  of  the  Committee  of  Safely,  ‘‘Die  Subbuti,  9 bo.,  A.  31.,  Sep- 
tember 30th,  1775.” 

4 Util  orient  Mann  script/ »,  etc.:  Petition*,  xxxi.,  70. 

5 Journal  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  “ Die  Mercurii,  9 ho.,  A.M.,  Octo- 

ber 4 th,  1775." 
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“going  at  large,  ad  may,  in  their  opinion,  ein!an.rer  I 
“the  safety  of  the  Colonies  or  the  Liberties  of 
“ America.’- 1 

Appended  to  the  copy  of  this  Resolution  which 
was  laid  before  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  York, 
\v;is  a memorandum,  not  included  in  the  ollicial  trail-  : 
script  of  the  Resolution,  and  without  a signature, 
which  was  in  these  words  : “To  be  kept  as  secret  as 
“ its  nature  will  admit and  it  was  accompanied  by  j 
extracts  from  letters  which  the  Continental  Congress  ; 
had  received  from  London,  in  one  of  which  the  Gov- 
ernor of  New  York,  William  Tryon,  was  mentioned  ; 
and  in  which,  also,  it  was  said  that  “ it  would  be  a 
‘ capital  stroke  to  get  possession  of  Tryon.”  - The 
same  good  fortune  which  Lieutenant-governor  Golden 
had  enjoyed,  in  receiving  early  information  of  what 
was  proposed  or  done  in  the  secret  sessions  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  of  1774,  was  enjoyed  by  Governor 
Tryon,  concerning  the  private  correspondence  and  j 
the  secret  proposals  and  doings  of  the  Continental 
Congress  of  1775  g and  he  took  refuge,  first,  on  board 


1 Journal  of  the  Continental  Congress,  “ Friday.  October  0,  177") ; ” Journal  ! 
of  the  Provincial  Cony  re ss,  “Die  Jovis,  9 ho.,  A. 31.,  October  12th,  177).”  ; 

2 Joitmil  of  the  Provincial  Courjr>**t  ‘‘Die  Jovis,  9 ho.,  A >[.,  October  12  1 
“ 1775.” 

5 Compare  the  correspondence  of  Joseph  Galloway  anti  James  I>uaoe  w i th  ■ 
the  venerable  Lieutenant  governor  oi  New  York,  and  the  knowledge  of 
the  latter,  concerning  the  secret  doings  of  the  Congress  of  1774,  which  the  ; 
former,  members  of  the  Congress  and  pledged  to  secrecy,  had  communi- 
cated to  him,  (page*  27,  33,  34,  ante,)  with  this  later  instance  of  secret 
information  and  copies  of  secret  correspondence,  “received  from  the 
“Fountain-Head,”  by  Governor  Tryon,  euabling  him  to  secure  his 
personal  safety  by  talcing  lvfnge,  first,  on  the  Halifax , a packet-ship, 
and,  lit  tally,  on  the  Duchess  of  Cordon,  tin*  latter  lying  under  the  pro- 
tecting guns  of  the  Asia. 

Judge  Jones,  in  his  History  of  Sew  York  during  the  Revolutionary  War, 
(i.,  6!,)  said  that  information  was  conveyed  to  the  Governoi  by  J.gbert 
Dumond,  a member  of  the  delegation  from  Ulster-county,  in  the  I’ro-  I 
viuci.il  Congress;  and  de  Lancey,  in  his  Soles  on  that  work,  (i.,  559, 5tK)f)  1 * 
acquiesced  in  that  statement.  Wo  cannot  bring  ourself  to  an  agreement 
with  those  excellent  authorities. 

The  Kesolutiou  was  adopted  by  the  Continental  Congress,  on  Friday,  j 
tin:  sixth  of  October;  transmitted  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  by  the  ! 
President  of  the  Continental  Congress,  on  the  ninth  of  Octuber;  and  was  j 
not  laid  before  the  Provincial  Congress,  until  the  twelfth  of  October,  ! 
until  which  day  Dumond  could  nut  have  lia  i any  knowledge  of  it.  But,  j 
on  tie*  tenth  of  October,  two. days  before  the  Provincial  Congress  received 
it,  Governor  Tryon  had  received  the  information,  “from  undoubted  an 
“thurify  from  the  City  of  Philadelphia,”  {/imamor  Tnj-  n to  the  J/./  <(>,-  of 
the  Ci  hi  of  Sr  I Yi-rk.  “ New  York,  1UU»  Oct.  1775  ; ”)  and  hi.-  subsequent 
statement,  that  be  was  in  correspondence  with  “the  Fountain-head,”  | 
( Governor  Tryon  to  the  Kail  of  Dartmouth,  “On  board  the  Dctciilss  of  1 
“ Go k dan  New  York.  11th  Nov  1775,’*) confirmed  his  funner  statement,  : 
that  the  information  came  “ from  the  (’By  of  Philadelphia.”  Having  | 
failed  to  secure  that  guaranty  of  protection  from  the  Corporation  of  the  ■ 
City  of  New  Y'ork  which  the  circumstances  led  him  to  ask  fur,  he  went 
on  board  the  Halifax,  on  the  eighteenth  or  nineteenth  of  October,  j 
((ini’eruor  Tryon  to  3 fay  or  Hick.*,  ‘ ON  BOARD  THE  II  \I.iIaX  Packet.  19th  i 
“October,  1775.”) 

As  the  Delegates  from  New  Y'ork,  in  Philadelphia,  were  well-informed,  | 
not  only'  concerning  the  desulution  but  concerning  the  secret  corre-  i 
6j><mdence  of  the  Continental  Congress,  which  evidently  formed  a j-atiun  i 
of  the  information  which  was  communicated  to  the  Governor,  there  is  j 
reason  for  believing  that  the  correspondent  of  the  Governor  was  u mem-  ( 
her  of  that  Delegation  ; and  the  reader  need  not  be  told,  in  view  of  the  j 
fact  that  Lieutenant-guyerimr  Gulden  exported  the  names  of  his  cuife  | 
spondents,  one  of  whom  was  in  the  Delegation  of  1775,  which  was  thy 
particular  Delegate  who.  was  undoubtedly  the  correspondent,  also,  of 
Govern. >r  Try*  n,  e-{»ecially  since,  as  was  well  know  n,  Dm  Governor's  ! 


th.-  //•)//,:•  . j»:irk>.“r,  and,  su Visc-i nently , on  l.-.artl  i he 
/hi, /,,■  . t a,  tli<*  Lit  ter  lying  under  the  pru- 
tectiug  guas  of  the  Atiu.  The  prisoners  in  the  .fail, 
victim.-,  of  arbitrary  power,  were  less  fortunate,  in 
their  interumr>e  with  those  exercising  authority, 
among  the  revolutionary  faction. 

There  i-  r.o  record  of  the  discharge  of  Godfrey 
Haines  from  the  Jail,  in  the  City  of  New  York  ; but, 
ou  tlie  contrary,  when  the  record  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  'Committee  of  Safety,  on  the  morning  of  the 
tweiitv-ninth  of  September,  when  he  was  taken  before 
that  body  bv  Daniel  Winter  and  the  guard  who  had 
brought  him  Irom  the  \V  hite  Plains, 4 was  laid  before 
the  Provincial  Congress,  after  the  latter  body  had  re- 
assembled, after  its  reee-s,  those  proceedings  were 
officially  approved;1 *  and,  subsequently,  the  further 
proceedings  of  the  Committee  ol  Safety,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  thirtieth  of  September,  when  Godfrey  was 
committed  to  the  Jail,  in  New  York,1’  were  also  offi- 
cially approved  by  the  same  Provincial  Congress.7 
He  was  not  officially  released ; but,  very  soou  after 
his  Petition  had  been  filed,  without  receiving  sm- 
other attention,  his  necessities  nerved  his  arms;8  and, 
about  midnight,  he  broke  six  grates  out  of  the  win- 
dow of  his  prison,  and  released  himself.  Hastening 
to  the  wharf,  on  the  East  River,  the  starved  fugitive, 
from  whom  all  food  and  drink  had  been  withheld  for 
more  than  a week,’*  he  “ impressed,”  if  he  did  not 
steal,  a boat ; and  found  refuge  and  food  on  board  of 

official  and  personal  leanings  were  toward  the  Livingstons  rather  than 
toward  the  rival*  of  the  latter,  the  Do  Luitceys,  who  bad  previously*  oc- 
cupied the  nearest  place  to  the  throne.,  in  the  Colony  ; and,  especially, 
since  the  Delegate  referred  to  w as,  by  marriage,  a member  of  the  Liv- 
ingston family. 

The  Memorandum  which  the  Governor  is  said  to  have  subsequently 
stated  “was  the  ground  of  my  subsequent  conduct  in  removing  on  Board 
“the  Packet,”  (Ciovern<>r  Try  on  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  “On  board  the 
“Pitches.-1  of  Gordon  New  Yokk  11  th  Nov  1775,”)  bears,  on  its  face,  the 
date  when  be  is  said  to  have  received  it — “ Mem.  llec4  from  N York: 
“the  best  authority  Nov  2 1775  \Y  T.” — and  it  may  have  been  sent  to 
him  by  Kgb  rt  Dumont,  as  stated  by  Judge  Jones  and  his  commentator  ; 
but,  when  it  was  said  to  have  been  received,  the  Governor  had  surely 
been  on  the  Halifax  or  on  the  Daehe of  Cordon,  more  than  a fortnight. 

The  name  of  th**  real  author  of  that  Memorandum,  ou  which  Governor 
Tryon  is  inconsistently  said  to  have  placed  so  much  dependence,  and  the 
purpose  for  w hich  it  was  transmitted  to  him.  after  he  had  Io  n teamed  of 
hi*  danjer  and  ha -l  secured  hi*  safety,  are  questions  w hich  need  not  be 
dis<  ussed,  in  this  place. 

4 See  page  117,  ante. 

5 Journal  of  Uf  I mam  ial  Congress,  “ Die  Jovis,  b*  ho.,  A. 31.,  October 
“ 26th,  1775.” 

See  page  117,  ante. 

"Journal  rf  the  Provincial  Congress,  “ Die  Veneris,  10  bo.,  A.  31  , ()c- 
“ tuber,  *27,  1775.” 

8 “David  Khe;i  says  that  Captain  Haines  told  him  he  was  put  in  jail 
“because  lie  refused  to  deliver  up  bis  arms ; and  that  his  punishment 
“had  been  determined,  that  lie  should  not  eat  uor  drink  until  lie  had 
61  d liverod  them  lip.” — [T-  sti  ioi  i fD  Wien,  before  tlu  - 
zkri'etu— Journal  >f  the  Committee,  “ Die  Sabbati,  10  ho.,  A. 31.,  January 
“ 20th,  1770.”) 

0 Haines  wa-  tried  anil  sentenced, the  White  Plains,  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  or  twenty-ninth  of  September,  when  his  sentence  of  starvation 
probably  Commenced  to  run.  Six,  if  not  seven,  days  afterwards,  he 
petitioned  for  food,  saying  “he  had  Hot  wherewithal  to  suport  himself,” 
his  jailers,  in  the  City  of  New*  York,  doing  \ thing  more  than  to  read  his 
Petition.  and  to  place  it  ou  their  file  , (pay-  117.  an/e.)  It  is  not  probable 
that  his  long  f.w»t  was  continue*!  longer  than  the  succeeding  midnight 
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.(■  r,  !ii:in-<.t'.\v:ir.  tlnn  lying  in  the  stream.1 11 
, -,-  it!  V;tmK put  i*i  that  shij  . treated  him  kin-lly  ■ 
/.tvc  hint  an  >>r<hr  J - »r  ?<>mr  and  evidently  found  ! 
a « vv  it*  re-tore  him  t<>  hi-  home,  in  Rye.  He  was  , 
•>i.  re,  dtir'inr  tli-  <*nme  month,  engaged  in  “ getting  j 
*•  i ni  a j.aro-l  of  oare  for  the  man-of-war,”  in  New  j 
N'-.rk  : d.  'hiring.  :it  the  same  time,  that  lie  “was 
” h t«  rmitted  to  have  satisfaetion  on  some  particular 
••  ■ . ixi'h,"  evidently  in  retaliation  for  the  wrongs) 
„ a h tlio-e  persons  had  indicted  on  him.3 

I . «!ti>»ii|ti<.'nt  career  of  that  unfortunate  victim 
w,,:,he.-tereounty’s  “patriotism”  would  afford  | 
n ->al  for  a romance,  as  it  has  done  that  for  dis- 
mate  history.  During  the  succeeding  Decern-  1 
i„  r ' 177d],  in  company  with  “ one  Rainier  ” — said  j 
to  have  been  of  Mumaroneck — he  loaded  the  Sloop 
/'„//y  ii/i’l  Ann,  which  he  had  recently  purchased  from  j 
Isaac  Oedney,  with  Beef,  Pork,  and  other  Provisions  : j 
and.  taking  on  board  three  quarter-casks  of  Madeira  j 
Wine,  a package  of  Turnips,  and  other  articles,  all 
of  them  for  General  Howe,  and  other  packages  for 
General  Buggies,  Mr.  Willard,  anti  Mrs.  Ann  Wood, 
together  with  Isaac  Gedney,  Bartholomew  Haines 
(who  was  his  cousin)  Mr.  Palmer  (who  was  one  of  the 
owners  of  the  cargo),  and  seven  other  persons,  pas- 
sengers, he  sailed  for  Boston.  He  sailed  from  .New  - 
York,  on  a Wednesday,  the  nineteenth  of  December, 
nominally  for  the  West  Indies,  but  undoubtedly  for  j 
Boston.  It  appears,  however,  that  adversity  still  ac- 
companied him  ; and,  on  the  following  Saturday 
night,  [ December  23,  1775],  the  Polly  and  Ann  was 
driven  ashore,  at  Squam  Beach,  on  the  coast  cf  New 
Jersey,  so  widely  known  as  the  “ graveyard”  of  the 
mercantile  marine  of  the  world. 

The  savory  reputation  of  the  “ wreckers  ” of  that 
treacherous  coast,  sometimes  made  more  treacherous  S 
by  reason  of  the  false  lights  displayed  by  those  who  j 
lived  there,  will  prepare  the  reader  for  the  remainder  ! 
of  that  sad  story  of  adventure  and  of  disaster— the  j 
vessel  does  not  appear  to  have  gone  to  pieces;  and  j 
that  and  what  remained  of  her  cargo,  after  the 
“wreckers”  had  satisfied  themselves  from  it,  were  1 
seized  by  the  local  revolutionary  Committee  of  | 
Monmouth-county,  and  sold,  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  i 
owners  of  either  the  vessel  or  the  cargo,  but  for  what-  | 
ever  other  purpose  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  | 
Jersey  should  determine;  while  “ the  Captain,  Mas-  ! 
“ ter,  and  Passengers,”  or  such  of  them  as  had  not  ! 
already  abandoned  the  scene  of  their  last  affliction,  j 
after  nineteen  days  had  elapsed  since  the  wreck  of  j 


1 H. lines  Biftile  this  “hCemont  to  eno  of  the  gtiurtl  whirh  subseqtti.'ntly  i 
euiivtytsj  him  tu  NAw-Yurk,  after  lie  had  been  re-captured,  ( T-  Uiruuiot  of  j 

11  h:r  a,  thre  t/ie  Committor  of  Safety ;)  and  tie  also  made  the  , 
-ante  statement  to  David  Khea,  ( Tr'lintoiui  of  Itavi-l  Rheu,  Dybre  Cor  same  I 
' o'utm'he:  Jon. mil  of  the  Committee  of  Huf.ty,  ,L  Die  Sabbati,  10  ho.,  I 
"AM.,  January  to  1770.**) 

- K'utnimition  of  G’l Umrt  l .obi  brfjreVt*  fVc ri.i ciol  IJoiojreis — Journal 
f th*  / Yauoial  Conjreas,  "Die  Veneris,  5 ho.,  P.M.,  November  3,  j 

- . tjfhtn rit  of  Philip  l*ii,cbtey,  November  1,  177.7 — page  1 3-7,  post. 


t!i(>  Sloop,  were  ordered  to  he  senf,  duly  guarded,  to 
the  Citvof  New  York,  and  delivered  to  the  Committee 
of  Safety  of  that  Colony.  As  may  be  foreseen,  God- 
frey 1 1 nines  was  remitted  to  the  tender  mercies  of 
those  from  whom  lie  had  escaped,  in  the  preceding 
October.  * 

Three  days  after  Major  Henderson  and  his  prisoners 
reached  New  York,  [January  23,  1776,]  “ The  Com- 
“ mittee  of  Safety  took  into  consideration  the  case  of 
“ Godfrey  Haines,  lately  apprehended  and  sent  here 
“ by  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  New  Jersey;  are  of 
“ opinion  that  his  many  and  mischievous  machina- 
“ tions  are  so  dangerous  that  he  ought  to  be  kept  in 
“safe  custody  and  close  jail ; and  that,  by  the  lies- 
“ olutions  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  the  second 
“ day  of  January  instant,5  they  are  fully  authorized, 
“ and  that  it  is  their  duty  to  the  Country,  to  have  him 
“confined;  and  as  the  said  Godfrey  Haines  lately 
“ broke  the  Jail  of  this  City,  and  escaped,  when  he 
“ was  confined  there,  as  a prisoner,6  and,  continuing 
“ his  evil  practices,7  set  off  to  navigate  a vessel  loaded 
“ with  Provisions  to  supply  the  Ministerial  Army  and 
“ Navy,  at  Boston,  they  conceive  it  will  be  very 
“ dangerous  to  keep  or  convey  the  said  Godfrey 
“ Haines  to  Ulster-county  Jail,  unless  he  is  fettered 
“ or  manacled;  therefore 

“Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  said  Godfrey 
“ Haines  be  conveyed  to  Ulster-county  Jail,  to  be 
“ there  confined  in  safe  and  secure  custody,  in  close 
“"jail,  until  the  further  order  of  the  Continental  or 
“ Provincial  Congress,  or  of  this  Committee.  And 

“Ordered,  That  the  said  Godfrey  Haines  be  sent, 
“ manacled  or  fettered,  under  guard,  to  Ulster-county 
“Jail;  and  that  Colonel  MeDougal  be  requested  to 
“ procure  au  Officer,  with  a proper  Guard  of  the 
“ Militia  or  Minute-men  of  this  City,  to  guard  the 
“ said  prisoner  and  the  other  prisoners  heretofore 
“ ordered  to  jail,  to  Kingston,  in  Ulster-county.”8  At 
the  same  time,  a letter  was  written  to  the  Ulster- 
county  Committee,  “praying”  that  body  “ that  very 
“ particular  directions  for  keeping  him  iu  safe  cus- 
“ tody,  to  prevent  his  escape,  be  given  as  to  Haines, 

4 This  statement  is  based  on  the  AjJldmit  of  Janies  IJ  ebb,  one  of  the 
passengers;  on  the  Proceedings  of  the  O • of  So  fetg  of  .Y.  J.rs.y, 

*•  iC)-tk  rtf.'pwf  to  //(<'»■  /'»•  '“utrs.;  ’’  oil  *}>••  Srp;  "'•-Wi'v/'i  rtj  state  i eal  of 
Jam  ft  Webb;  on  the  Testimony  vf  Dae  it  l Rhea  ; and  on  the  Statement*  of 
Major  T hoj/ms  Ifewlti'nou  of  the  Mon  mo  nth-county  DTiuv.te  men,  who  con- 
veyed the  prisoners  to  Y*w  York. 

y The  reader  will  not  tail  to  observe  that  the  Committee  carefully  con- 
cealed the  notable  enactment  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  of  the  tir.-t  of 
the  preceding  September,  (rile  page*  111-133,  ante.) 

6 Thu  Committee  made  no  mention  of  the  fact  that  he  had,  then,  hern 
k.-pt  without  food  •■*r  water,  a full  week  ; and  that,  since  his  prayer  for 
food  had  been  disregarded  by  the  Provincial  Congress,  lie  was  compelled 
either  to  fJtco  his  way  out  of  the  prison  or  to  starve,  (rule  page  11$, 
ante.) 

* The  only  “evil  practises ” for  which  he  had  been  condemned  were 
“denying  the  authority  and  sp.-aking  contemptuously  of  the  Con  creases 
“and  the  Committee  of  AVvstehester-county “ — Eunice  Purdy  had 
made  other  charges  against  him,  w hich,  however,  had  evidently  been 
dismissed  by  the  County  Committee,  (title  page  Ilf.,  ante.) 

' Journal  oj  the  (Joiumittee  of  S*ij c f //,  “I>ie  Martis,  3 ho..  P.M.,  23rd 
“ Jati’y,  ITTG.” 
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“ as  he  formerly  broke  the  Jail,  in  this  City,  and  made 
“ his  escape ; ” and,  at  the  same  time,  directing'  tlsat 
Committee  to  “appoint  some  person  whom  you  shall 
“ think  proper,  to  supply  them  with  the  necessaries  ol' 
“ life,  at  their  own  expense,  if  they  can  pay  for  them  ; 
“ and  if  they  cannot,  at  the  public  expense.”  1 Agree- 
ably to  that  prayer,  a special  Guard  of  Grenadiers  was 
placed  over  Godfrey  and  his  two  fellow-prisoners; 
and  the  Committee,  in  Kingston,  said,  “ they  will  be 
“ safe,  we  think.” 3 

The  subsequent  career  of  Godfrey  Haines,  as  far  as 
it  is  known,  can  be  told  in  few  words — the  severity  of 
the  treatment  which  he  had  received  and  which  lie 
continued  to  receive  broke  down  his  health  ; and  the 
Committee  of  .Ulster-county  was  applied  to,  to  permit 
him  to  be  removed  from  his  close  confinement  and  to 
have  “ tiie  liberty  of  the  house,”  until  he  should  have 
recovered  his  health  and  strength.  Permission  was 
accordingly  given  for  his  liberation  from  his  manacles 
and  his  close,  imprisonment ; and,  very  evidently,  the 
sympathy  of  those  who  held  him  in  custody  was 
turned  to  ward  him  far  enough  to  permit  him  to  escape.3 
We  have  found  nothing  further  concerning  him. 

There  were  other  arrests  in  Westchester-county 
similar  to  that  of  Godfrey  Haines,  one  of  which,  that 
of  Elijah  Weeks,  was  followed  by  an  attempt  to  rescue 
him,  by  an  armed  force,  among  the  latter  of  whom 
were  Isaac  Gedney,  Junior,4  William  Kelson,5  Joshua 
Boyea,  Joshua  Ferris,6  Bartholomew  Haines,7  Elijah 
Haines,  William  Haines,  and  John  Haines,  the  per- 
sons who  made  the  arrest  having  been  Job  Haddon, 
of  Harrison  Precinct,  Benjamin  Morrell,  of  New 
York,  and  Isaac  Suiffen,  of  lly e-neck.6 


1 Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  to  the  Committee  of  U Uter-connt y 
“lx  Committee  of  Safety,  New -Yoke.,  23rd  Jany,  1776.” 

~ Le  tter  from  the  Ulster  county  Committee  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,, 
“ Kingston, 'January  27 tl i , 177(>.” 

**  M tfli'im  E Is  worth,  Chuirmo.n  of  the  Ulslei'- county  Committer,  to  the 
Provincial  Congress,  “Kingston,  May  22,  1776  Journal  of  the  Pro  v in 
dal  Congress,  “Die  Sabbat i,  9 bu.,  A. 31.,  May  25,  1776.'’ 

4 Isaac  Gidney,  probably  the  same  person,  visited  Governor  Tryon,  on 
the  Duchess  of  Gordon,  a few  months  afterwards,  {Examination  of  \YLl  - 
Hun  Suit  on  before  the  Westchester -county  Committee,  July  2-3,  1776.) 

G William  Nelson  was  one  of  those  who,  in  the  following  year,  “were 
“supposed  to  have  gone  to  the  British  Army,”  (Lit  of  So  . air  a Persons 
Inhabitants  of  Lartlandt  s 30’uor,  etc. : Historical  Manuscripts,  etc. : Mis. 
ceUantour  Papers,  xxxvi.,  594). 

r’  j<  -hua  i f.rriHj  a son  ol  Catch  I orris,  was.  one  of  tiiose  who  \whfc  on 
board  the  Phwair,  when  that  ship  went  up  the  Hudson,  in  Juiv,  1776 
(Exam (.a than  of  Jodiua  F&ffa'?  Historical  Man.n.<rrij>is,  "et<\  : Mi* a llaneou^ 
Papers,  xxx  v.,  69,  85.)  He,  or  another  person  hearing  the  same  name 
was  a prisoner,  in  the  Jail  at  the  White  Plains,  in  September,  1776, at  which 
time  he  petitioned  the  Provincial  Congress  “that  His  Irons  mav  lx? 

“ taken  ..If  as  he  CiUinott  posildy  -Shift  Himself  or  get  clear  of  the  Ver- 
“mm,  with  which  he  is  Greatly  Infected  to  the  great  disturbance  of  his 
“ unfortunate  fellow  prisoners,”  {Historical  Manuscripts  etc.:  Petitions, 
xxx iii.,  82.) 

7 Bartholomew  Haines,  a cousin  of  Godfrey  Heines,  one  of  those 
who  were  reported  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  as  obnoxious  to  the  revo- 
lutionary fiic tin u in  Westchester-county,  ( page  114,  ante;)  aud  he  was, 
also,  one  of  those  who  were  arrested  and  thrown  into  the  Jail,]  at 
the  White  Plains,  in  the  Summer  of  1776,  (}Jisl'>rical  ?rnHU*rripls,  etc.:  I 
Petitions,  xxxiii.,  10S.) 

5 Loiter  from,  the  Sub-committee  of  the  Com;  ni  tee  of  Westchster-county  j 

to  the  Provincial  Congress,  *■  White  Plains,  NovemUtriv  t775.”  I 


Among  th-->w  who  worn,  also,  arrested  and  rhrov.  a 
i into  pri-on,  bv  t lie  Committee  of  Weatcln-stcr-couniv. 

| under  the  provisions  of  the  enactment  of  the  i’ro- 
vineial  ( ..'om/rerts  which  is  now  under  consideration, 
were  .Joshua  i’urdy,  Caleb  Morgan,  John  McCord. 
'Gilbert  Horton.  Josiah  Brown,  Edmund  Ward, 

| Samuel  M.  rrit,  Philip  Fowler,  Gabriel  Purdy,  Wil- 
j liam  Barker,  Junior,  John  Besley,  Isaac  Brown,  Bar- 
j tholomew  Haines,  Joseph  Purdy,  and  Jonathan 
{ Purdy;  and,  as  an  evidence  of  the  wide-spread  min 
| which  was  indicted  on  the  inhabitants  of  the 
| County,  by  the  sequestrations  of  the  real  and  personal 
1 estates  of  those  who  were  “suspected”  of  being  op- 
j posed  to  the  Rebellion,  there  were  sequestrated  in  the 
single  Town  ofSalem,  prior  to  the  sixth  of  December, 

J 177U,  the  properties  of  Ephraim  Sanford,  Thomas 
I Smith,  Benjamin  Close,  Gilbert  Hunt,  Samuel  Bax- 
| ter,  Abraham  Close,  Job  Keeler,  Jonathan  Wallace, 
j Ezra  Morehouse,  Jacob  Wallace,  Samuel  Wallace, 

| Nathaniel  Palmer,  Nathan  Osborn,  Abraham  Dan, 
j Edward  Jones,  and  George  Butson.9 
j It  was  a reasonable  consequence,  under  the  exist- 
I ing  circumstances,  that  questions  should  be  raised, 
concerning  the  legitimacy  of  any  such  authority  as 
the  Provincial  Congress  had  created,  in  these  enact- 
ments, and  delegated  to  the  several  local  Committees, 
none  of  which  were  recognized  by  the  Law  of  the 
land  and  all  of  which  were  antagonistic  to  those 
Laws.  It  was  a short-sighted  policy,  also,  even 
among  those  who  were  in  rebellion,  which  inflicted 
penalties,  especially  such  penalties  as  these,  on  those 
.persons  who  continued,  peacefully,  on  their  respec- 
tive farms,  quietly  pursuing  their  daily  labors,  hon- 
estly respecting  the  Laws  of  the  couutry,  and  con- 
sistently recognizing  and  honoring  the  Sovereignty 
of  the  King,  whom  even  those  who  were  in  rebellion 
quite  as  fully  recognized,  as  their  undoubted  Sove- 
reign ; and  these,  for  no  other  reason  than  for  disre- 
spectful words,  concerning  the  several  Committees 
and  Congresses,  and  for  the  utterance  of  questions 
concerning  their  respective  authorities.  It  was  a 
reasonable  consequence,  under  existing  circumstances, 
we  repeat,  that  quiet  men  should  become  excited  and 
excitable  men  angry,  and  that  all  should  become 
alarmed  and  indignant,  when  a mere  handful  of  their 
neighbors,  without  their  “ consent  ” and  without  the 
slightest  warrant  of  Law  and  without  the  slightest 
necessity,  usurped  and  maintained  such  unheard-of 
authority  as  was  created  in  these  enactments;  and  it 
was  equally  reasonable,  under  the  circumstances 
which  then  existed,  that  there  should  be  neighborly 
consultations  and  neighborhood  organizations,  as  well 
as  personal  efforts,  lor  the  support  and  protection  of 

0 The  names  of  those  who  were  arrested  and  imprisoned,  which  are 
named  in  the  text,  M ere  copied  from  a single  Petition  for  relief,  ( Hl»b,rl  a[ 
Minnsidpts,  etc. : Petitions,  xxx  iii.,  108);  but  ?Tier>  were  many  othei>. 
The  names  of  .those  farmers,  in  Salem,  whose  Farms,  Stock.  Tools,  Crops, 
Household  Furniture,  etc.,  were  thus  seized  and  sold,  were  taker,  from 
the  same  Historic  il  Man, .scripts,  etc.  : UMisccllnncaits  Papers^  xxxv. 
3:>7,  in  which  tin*  properties  are  mentioned,  in  detail. 
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. personal  and  douifStiv  aii<i  political  Rights 
Hj»j»li  those  tanners  indi.qiutaolv  possessed,  under 
tiif  < ’oiwiitut ion  and  tin*  Laws  ot  the  K iugdoin — they 
M,,t,!,|  have  been  unworthy  ot  their  manhood  and 
. .1  tli,  ir  tamilies,  ot'  tlieir  homes  and  of  their  Kirills, 
had  tiles  failed  to  become  excited  and  alarmed,  to 
t aw  armed  and  organized  and  fought,  for  themselves 
and  their  wives  and  their  little  ones,  Idr  their  homes 
and  their  proper! ies  and  tlieir  Rights,  whenever  and 
hv  whomsoever  and  under  whatever  pretence  of  ill- 
aoiteu  authority,  these  might  have  heen  assailed. 
J:  nil,  a mistake,  a.s  well  as  a crime*,  therefore*,  to  as- 
.rini, • authority  for  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of 
men  and  for  the  sequestration  of  their  properties  and 
the  inipxiveri.shinent  of  the  aged  and  ot'  the  dependent 
and  helpless,  without  a shadow  of  legal  authority  and 
in  audacious  defiance  ot  it;  without  a shadow  of  ex- 
i-tinc  necessity,  even  from  the  standpoint  of  the  Re- 
helliou,  for  the  enactment  of  such  extreme  measures;  : 
and  with  a reasonable  assurance  that  a manly  self- 
respect  among  those  who  were  proscribed,  would  be  | 
surely  aroused,  not  only  for  their  own  and  their  fam-  ; 
dies’  ])roteetion,  but,  as  far  as  they  could  do  it,  \ 
for  the  suppression  of  . that  haughty  lawlessness  ; 
which  had  presumed  to  create  and  to  enforce  so  grave 
an  enactment  of  despotism.  -It  was  loudly  declared 
to  have  been  the  most  ardent  wish  of  even  the  most 
advanced  advocate  of  rebellion,  to  have  secured  a : 
reconciliation  with  the  Mother  Country  and  a restor-  , 
ation  of  harmony  and  good-will  among  the  adverse 
parties  throughout  the  several  Colonies:1 11  how  much 
more  of  wisdom  there  would  have  been  displayed  ; 
among  those  who  had  seized  the  reins  of  government,  I 
therefore,  had  they  practised  their  hands  in  the  work 
of  reconciliation  and  harmony  and  goodwill  among  i 
their  neighbors,  instead  of  driving  the  staid  and  the 
quiet  and  the  conscientious  and  the  law-abiding,  j 
among  the  latter,  into  active  and  bitter  partisanship, 
ami  of  spreading  alarm  and  strife  and  misery  and 
min  over  the  entire  County.  There  might  have  been 
fewer  transformations  of  moral  and  intellectual  pig- 
mies into  potent  political  giants— there  might  have 
been  a smaller  number  of  fortunes  rapidly  and  largelv 
increased  from  the  plunder  of  neighboring  lvetter- 
provided-for  households  and  farmyards — but  there 
would  have  been,  also,  fewer  outrages  against  the 
laiws  of  both  man  and  of  God  ; less  occasion  for  bit- 
terness among  the  descendants  of  those  who  were, 
thou,  neighbors  in  locality,  if  not  in  fact ; and  very 
much  less  for  the  faithful  historian  to  condemn  and 
to  denounce,  while  reciting  the  annals  of  tin*  Ameri- 
can Revolution,  as  tlict  Revolution  was  developed 

1 ‘*Tho  that  vve  mi^lit  !u»  driven  to  th**  .-sail  iiecvAsit yef  break- 

uiir  with  (iivat  Btif.tir.,  exclusive  «>t  T h < • cur ii.ig'o  and 

•h'Mniothui,  "hirli  it  was  «*;tsy  to  see  must  attend  tlif*  refniratiou,  alwavs 
" me  a gtvut  deal  ot  grief.  And  even  now,  1 would  cheerfully  re- 
“tii*'  from  public  life,  forever,  renounce  all  cl-.arn  *•  for  honors  or 
i r -hts  from  th«  public,  nay  L would  cheerfully  contribute  my  little 
pt  to  obtain  peace  and  liberty."  — (./o/m  \>hm*  (■>  hit  IlVb  , ‘*7 

toU-r,  177.V> 
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and  seen  in  the  agricultural  and  prosperous  and 
peaceful  County  of  Westchester,  in  New  York.  Hut 
the  end  of  such  outrages  had  not  yet  come. 

While  the  excitement  occasioned  by  the  enact- 
ments of  the  Provincial  Congress,  authorizing  local 
Committees  to  seize  and  imprison  and  disarm  and 
deprive  of  their  estates  those  who  should  become 
obnoxious  to  those  local  demagogues  and  against 
whom,  by  fair  means  or  by  foul,  an  accusation  of  un- 
friendly thoughts  or  words  against  the  Rebellion 
could  possibly  be  trumped  up,  was  at  its  height,  and 
while  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  County  were 
already  suffering  from  imprisonment,  attended  by 
the  most  distressing  circumstances,  under  the  provis- 
ions of  those  enactments,  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
whom  the  Provincial  Congress  had  left  on  duty,  with 
a limited  authority,  during  a brief  recess  of  the  lat- 
ter body,  still  further  aroused  the  excitement  and  the 
indignation  of  the  greater  number  of  the  Colonists  in 
New  Yrork,  of  nearly  all  of  those  within  Westches- 
ter-county,  by  the  publication  of  the  following  Reso- 
lution and  Orders : 

“ lx  Committee  or  Safety, 

“ Foil  the  Colony  of  New  York, 
“September  Kith,  1775. 

“ Whereas,  a great  number  of  the  men  enlisted  in 
“the  Continental  Service,  in  this  Colony,  are  desti- 
“ tute  of  Arms,  and  in  order  to  carry  into  execution 
“the  Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress,  it  is 
“absolutely  necessary  to  have  those  troops  armed: 
“ And  whereas,  every  method  to  hire  or  purchase 
“ Arms,  hitherto  attempted,  has  failed  to  procure  a 
“sufficient  number  of  Arms  for  the  said  troops,  and 
“the  only  method  remaining  is  to  impress  Arms  for 
“their  use, 

“ Resolved,  therefore,  That  all  such  Arms  as  are 
“ fit  for  the  use  of  the  troops  raised  in  this  Colony, 
“ w hich  shall  be  found  in  the  hands  or  custody  of  any 
“ person  who  has  not  signed  the  (ri:nrra7  A^nciuHnn 
“in  this  Colony,  shall  be  impressed  for  the  use  of  the 
“said  troops.  And 

“ Ordered,  That  the  person  or  persons  who  shall 
“ have  the  charge  of  the  carrying  this  Resolution  int<> 
“execution,  in  each  County,  shall  direct  all  the  Arms 
“ that  shall  be  so  impressed,  to  be  collected  at  some 
“place  in  the  County  where  they  are  impressed,  and 
“there  valued  and  appraised  by  three  indifferent  men 
“nt  reputation  of  the  County,  any  two  of  whom 
“ agreeing,  shall  be  sufficient  to  ascertain  the  price; 
“that  an  account  be  kept  from  whom  every  Musket. 
“Gun,  or  Firelock,  so  impressed,  shall  have  been 
“taken;  and  each  such  Gun,  Musket,  or  Firelock 
“caused  to  be  marked  with  the  initial  letter  of  the 
“ name  of  the  County  where  it  is  impressed  and  nuin- 
“ bered,  the  numbers  following  each  other,  succes- 
sively ; and  that  the  same  be  entered  in  a book  pro- 
“ vided  for  that  purpose,  with  the  name  of  the  owner 
“opposite  to  the  number  marked  on  each  Musket, 
“Gun,  or  Firelock,  respectively.  And 
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“ Ordered,  That  a Certificate,  specifying  the  value 
“ and  tlie  marie  iff  the  Musket,  Gun,  or  Fircinck  so 
" impressed,  appraised,  and  marked,  shall  he  signed 
by  the  Appraisers  and  Impresses,  which  shall  enti- 
‘ tie  the  owner  thereof  to  receive  the  appraised  value 
‘from  the  Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress  ol 
‘this  Colony:  Provided  the  same  he  not  returned  at 
‘or  before  the  conclusion  of  the  present  unhappy 
‘controversy  between  Great  Britain  and  the  united 
‘Colonies.  And  that  an  account,  signed  bv  the  said 
‘Appraisers  and  I m prospers,  of  all  such  Muskets, 
‘Guns,  and  Firelocks,  so  impressed,  shall  he  sent, 
‘ forthwith,  to  the  Secretaries  of  the  Provincial  ('on- 
‘ gross,  or  either  of  them,  to  be  tiled.  And  that  all 
‘the  Muskets,  Guns,  and  Firelocks  so  impressed,  on 
‘ Nassau  Island,1  be  delivered,  without  delay,  to  Peter 
‘ T.  Curtenius,  the  Commissary  of  the  Provincial 
‘ Congress  of  tins  Colony;  and  those  that  shall  he  im- 
pressed in  the  other  Counties  ol'  this  Colony,  to  be 
‘deposited  with  their  respective  Committees,  subject 
‘to  the  order  of  the  said  Provincial  Congress  or  Com- 
mittee of  Safety.  And 

“Ordered,  That  the  Captains  of  the  respective 
‘Companies  of  the  Third  Regiment  of  the  troops  of 
‘this  Colony,  who  are  now  in  Sutfblk-eounty,  be 
‘authorized  to  carry  these  Resolutions  into  execu- 
tion in  Queens-couuty.  That  Colonel  Lasher"  be 
‘requested  to  send  two  or  more  Companies  of  his 
Battalion,  to  give  such  assistance  in  Queens-county 
as  may  be  necessary,  at  such  time  and  to  such  place 
‘or places  as  Colonel  McDougal  and  John  SIoss  Ho- 
bart, Esq.,  shall  direct  or  advise.  And 
“Ordered  farther,  That  the  Chairman  of  the 
‘Committee  and  Captain  Dutcher,3  with  such  drafts 
from  the  Militia  as  he  shall  think  necessary,  or  with 
‘ the  assistance  of  some  of  General  Wooster's  troops,4 
‘be  enabled  to  carry  the  said  Resolutions  into  effect, 
‘ in  Westcliester-county.  And  that  these  Resolutions 
‘be  carried  into  execution,  in  every  other  County,  by 
‘ the  Chairman  of  the  County  Committee,  with  the 
‘assistance  of  the  Militia  Officers,  who  are  hereby 
‘ordered  to  be  aiding  therein  with  such  parts  of  the 
‘ Militia  as  each  such  Chairman  shall  think  necessary. 
‘And 

“ Ordered,  That  the  several  persons  who  shall  be 
1 disarmed  by  virtue  of  the  above  Resolutions,  shall 
‘ be-exempted  from  doing  duty  in  the  Militia,  as  or- 
‘dered  by  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony. 
‘ And  farther 

“ Ordered,  That  in  case  any  of  the  non-associators 
“aforesaid  shall  resist  those  persons  authorized  to 

1 Long  Island  was  con  tinned  to  bo  called  ‘‘Nassau  Island,'*  long  after 

2 John  Lather  was  Colonel  of  First  Kegiment  uf  New  York  City  (uni- 
formed) Militia. 

3 William  Dutcher,  of  what  is  now  Irvington,  was  Captain  of  “the 
"Associated  Company  of  the  upper  part  of  Philipschurgh, " 10G 

ante. ) 

4 Central  Wooster  wan  encamped  near  Harlem,  on  Manhattan  Island, 
with  a large  body  of  troops,  brought  thither  from  Connecticut. 


I “ put  tlie.-e  Resolutions  into  execution,  llmv  (the  per 
j “ sons  hereby  authorized  to  put  in  cxeeiuinn  tin 
'•‘above  Resolves)  arc  hereby  authorized  to  repel 
! “ force  liv  force,  and  to  take  into  custody  such  per- 
j “son  or  per-nns  so  resisting,  and  cause  him  or  them 
to  he  hroii/ht  before  tliis  Committee  or  the  I'rovin- 
j.‘*  eial  Congress  ol  this  Colony.”4 

1 he  real  purpose  of  the  Committee  ot  Safety,  in  the 
adoption  and  publication  ol  this  Resolution  and  ot 
these  several  Orders,  was  the  entire  disarmament  of 
; every  one  who,  for  any  reason,  had  neglected  or  de- 
clined to  sign  the  tii'iii  til!  .issocititioii  ; and,  for  that 
| reason,  every  class  ot  tire-arms,  whether  adapted  to 
the  uses  of  the  Annv  or  not,  was  included,  in  every 
i instance,  in  the  Orders  wherein  tlie  Arms  to  be 
| seized  were  specifically  described.  It  will  be  seen, 

| also,  that  the  Counties  of  Queens  and -Westchester 
j were  especially  noticed  ; and  that  they,  alone,  were 
selected  for  details  of  foreign  troops.,  for  the  enforce- 
ment, within  each  of  them,  respectively,  of  the  ut- 
most requirements  of  the  Committee’s  Orders — be- 
sides the  local  Militia,  in  each  of  the  two  Counties, 
thus  honored  by  the  Committee  of  Safety’s  malignant 
animosity,  a large  additional  force  of  troops,  from 
beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  County,  in  each 
instance,  was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  those  who 
were  sent,  within  those  Counties,  respectively,  for 
the  “impressment”  of  the  Arms,  in  order  to  ensure 
the  most  complete  success  of  the  enterprise. 

It  must  have  been  peculiarly  galling,  among  those 
who  had  been  accustomed  to  hear  of  the  “Rights  of 
“Man  ” and  of  tlie  “ Constitutional  Rights  ofEngiish- 
| “men  ” and  all  the  other  catchwords  and  maxims  in 
1 the  science  of  government — generally  true,  in  theorv, 
j although,  practically,  they  had  been  seized  and  em- 
; ployed  by  demagogues,  in  those  instances,  only  for  the 
| advancement  of  personal  and  partisan  ends — when  a 
military  force,  no  matter  by  whom  commanded  nor 
of  what  troops  it  was  composed,  was  moved  from  farin- 
1 house  to  farmhouse,  failing  to  call  only  on  those  who 
i were  in  favor  with  the  Chairman  of  a County  Com- 
mittee, for  the  seizure  of  whatever  “ Muskets,  Guns, 
“ and  Firelocks  ” the  occupants  of  those  several 
farmhouses  owned  nr  had  in  their  possession.  Not 
an  exception  was  made,  no  matter  what  reason  there 
might  have  been  for  such  an  exception  ; and  every- 
thing which  had  a gun-lock  on  it,  whether  useful  or 
useless  for  military  purposes — whether  a young  man's 
fowling-piece,  with  which  he  was  wont  to  have  a few 
hours’  sport,  when  squirrels  and  robins  abounded,  or 
to  have  more  serious  work,  when  foxes  and  more 
formidable  marauders  poached  in  the  poultry -yards 
or  in  the  sheep-pastures  ; or  an  old  man’s  worn-out 
musket,  a trusty  friend  in  earlier  Wars  and,  now, 
only  a remembrancer  of  other  days  and  other  hard- 
ships— everything  was  doomed,  by  that  new-formed 

5 .Journal  of  th*>  * 'nmniitbw  of  Sofrt/j^  “ Die  Sabbat  i.  !*  ho.,  A. M.,  Septem- 
ber Kith,  1775.** 
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; ,vrr.  to  xd  yurt*  and,  !>•,  to  forfeitiiro.  There 

„ .»  ^r.ixo  •:?  i ■ r in  r 1- < • ■ I di-euntent  and  • \«-it  • 
iiii-nt.  There  wu.h  : 1 1 1 1 1 > 1 v reaxin,  under  the  cireuiu- 
ftaiirtM  wliieli  tin’ll  existed,  lor  obstructing  the  o.\i  ra- 
tion of  the  Committee^  Orders— indeed,  there  was 
greater  reason  for  concealing  the  objects  which  the  ! 
military  force  was  expected  to  seize  and  “impress,” 
unth-r  the  provisions  of  these  Orders,  than  there  had 
l„  rn  for  the  concealment  of  the  Bay  Colony’s  military  ! 
• tores,  at  Concord,  when  Lieutenant-colonel  Smith  ; 
and  Major  Pitcairn  were  sent  to  seize  them,  and  for 
resisting  the  aggression  of  the  Committee,  than  there 
had  been  for  the  punishment  of  the  invader,  in  that 
instance,  alter  his  work  had  been  finished,  on  the 
highway,  between  Concord  and  Charlestown.1 

It  is  said  that,  in  Queens-county,  “the  people! 
“conceal  all  their  Arms  that  are  of  any  value;  many 
“ declare  they  know  nothing  about  the  Congress,  i 
“ nor  do  they  care  anything  for  the  Orders  of  the 
“ Congress,  and  say  that  they  would  sooner  lose  their  | 
lives  than  give  up  their  Arms  ; and  that  they  would  j 
“ blow  any  man’s  brains  out,  who  should  attempt  to  ; 
“ take  them  from  them.  We  are  told,”  the  writer  j 
continued,  “that  the  people  have  been  collecting 
“ together,  and  parading,  in  sundry  places,  armed,  ! 
“and  firing  their  Muskets,  by  way  of  bravado.  On  ! 
“the  whole,  bad  we  the  Battalion”  [ Lasher's ] “we 
“ believe  we  should  be  able  to  collect  a very  consider- 
able  number  of  good  Arms  and  support  the  honoured' 

“ Congress  ; but  without  it,  shall  not — and  think  that 
“ if  the  Battalion  is  sent  up,  the  sooner  the  better.”2 
There  are  no  known  records  of  the  doings  of  Gil- 
bert Drake  and  Captain  William  Dutcher,  in  their  ! 
tours  of  pillage,  among  the  conservative  and  \ 
peaceful  farmers  of  Westchester-county ; but  tliere  i 
appears,  from  a brief  mention  which  lias  been  made, 


1 Doctor  Sparks  noticed  this  outrage,  in  these  words:  “Thu  Committee  | 
“reasoned  but  imperfectly  from  tie?  farts  of  history  imd  the  principles  of  ; 

“human  nature,  when  they  supposi  d that  people,  with  arms  in  their  \ 
“ hands,  would  ho  tempted  to  resign  them,  by  such  motives  as  were  held  ! 
“out.  They  must  either  lie  treated  as  friends  or  enemies.  If  friends,  ; 
“their  safety  and  interest  required  that  the  soldiers  who  v. ore  to  pro-  1 
“ t«*ct  their  property  and  defend  tlwir  rights  should  he  armed  ; and  the  | 
“call  of  patriotism  would  be  the  loudest  that  could  ho  made  to  them. 

“ While  d'-uf  to  this  call,  they  would  not  be  made  to  listen  t"  the  Orders  ; 
“of  a < 'ominittee  or  the  Resolves  of  a (\ ingress.  If  enemies,  the  sense  i 
"of  pieseut  danger,  operating  on  the  first  law  of  nature,  would  prompt 
■•them  to  keep  within  their  jiower,  their  only  sure  means  of  defence. 
“In  either  case,  the  idea  of  taking  away  their  arms,  bv  a compulsory  . 
“ impressment,  had  little  to  recommend  it,  either  in  policy  or  prudence.” 
— ( Li/**  of  < ,'onctmieur  Morris,  i.,  Gil. ) 

The  Doctor  reasoned,  above,  on  the  ground  that  the  Coder  of  the  Com-  I 
mine,.*  was  an  isolated  art,  disconnected  with  any  other  of  tie*  class;  and 
!.-■  reasoned  well,  on  that  premise;  hut  the  fact  was,  another  tinier  had 
Jn*l  been  made,  in  stvrtl,  to  seize  the  persons  and  projierlies  wf  those  w ho 
were  obnoxious  to  the  Comm. 'tee  ami  its  sulH»idinates  ; and  it  was  coil- 
ed* red  necessary,  for  the  safety  of  the'^inarauders.  to  deprive  the 
’**  r-tly  proposetl  victims  of  that  earlier  enactment,  of  their  means  hr 
•Mimce,  before  it  i umim-nccd,  op*nly,  its  work  of  lawlessness  and  out 
r 1 » * * n the  person#  und  properties  of  those  who  had  been  or  who  sliould,  I 

thenceforth,  he  designated  a.-  its  victims. 

* Ijt-lft  e from  M<tjur  Will  turn  II  ill  in  ms  to  (hr  Committe-  <>f  Safety, 
September  25tli,  10  o'clock  l\M.” 

3laj-jr  \N  illiams  uppears  to  have  been  a resident  of  k>ueon»county.  , 


in  other  couneclini)-,  that  the  men  of  that  County, 
like  those  of  Queens-county,  armed  themselves,  and 
patroled  the  County,  in  large  parties,  to  guard  against 
surprises  ; declaring  their  determination  to  defend 
themselves,  and  saying  “that  if  any  body  came  to 
“ their  houses  to  take  away  their  Arms,  they  would 
“ tire  upon  them.”3  It  appears,  also,  that  the  declara- 
tion was  fully  sustained ; that  the  united  farmers 
proved  more  than  a match  for  the  local  Militia  and 
the  other  troops  which  the  Chairman  of  the  County 
Committee  hail  been  authorized  to  call  for  Ins  sup- 
port ; and  that,  for  the  more  effectual  accomplish- 
ment of  his  purposes,  that  Chairman  had  assumed 
still  further  authority,  by  calling  on  the  fioating 
population  of  the  neighboring  Towns,  in  Connecticut, 
for  reinforcements'* — as  the  Chairman  of  the  County 
Committee  was  authorized  by  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  to  call  for  the  entire. Militia  of  the  County, 
already  seem  to  have  been  sufficient  to  fill  three 
Regiments,3 *  and  as  many  of  General  Wooster’s  com- 
mand of  Connecticut  troops,  then  encamped  below 
Harlem,6  and  numbering  “about  400  men,”  7 as 
should  be  required,  that  opposition  must  have  been 
wide-spread  and  resolutely  maintained,  in  West- 
chester-county,  which  had  required,  in  addition  to 
all  these,  for  its  ♦suppression,  an  additional  force, 
drawn  from  what  may  be  properly  called  the  Swiss 
Guards  of  Colonial  America,  mercenaries,  who, 
while  they  professed  to  have  been  ardent  friends  ot 
Freedom,  were,  nevertheless,  whenever  they  could 
see  any  possible  advantage  to  their  individual  inter- 
ests, constantly  ready  to  enlist  in  any  service,  out- 
side of  Connecticut,  and  to  become,  in  their  new 
associations,  the  most  devoted  of  all  supporters  of 
despotism  and  the  most  relentless  of  all  persecutors 
of  those,  no  matter  of  what  country,  who  dared  to 
question  the  sanctity  of  the  assumed  authority  of 
those  who  employed  them. 

•’*  Testimony  of  Colon *il  Gilbert  Jindd  of  Muniaroneck,  l»  fure  the  Prurinoial 
C'Oijrexs, — .Journal"/  the  Prociinial  Cnujrei $<,  “Die  Veneris,  IP  bo.  A. 31.. 
“ November  3,  1775,”  {ride  png*-  12i>,  p«Vt.) 

4 This  conflict  between  thuse  who  were  executing  the  Orders  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  fur  the  disarmament  of  those  who  hail  not  signed 
the  .!>*  ■ i'tdoii,  and  those,  in  Westchester-county.  who  wer »•  intended  to 
Imve  mi  the  victims  of  the  Committee's  aggressive  policy,  has  N.en 
ptv.dioml v concealed  by  all  who  have  written  on  the  subject  of  the 
American  Revolution;  but  the  Provincial  Congress*,  on  the  twelfth  of 
December,  gave  th*  formal  thanks  of  that  body  “to  those  of  the  In- 
“ habitants  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  who  so  cheerfully  gave 
“their  aid.  at  the  request  of  the  Committee  of  Westchester-county. 
“in  the  late  suppression  of  the  Insurgents  in  that  County,  against  the 
“cause  of  Liberty,”  {Jo, mod  of  the  Peorinial  C ongre>,<,  “Die  Marti#,  3 
“ho.,  Deer.  12th,  1775,”)  which  is  ample  authority,  for  the 

statement,  in  tl.**  text. 

“ S •*  pages  105,  100,  107,  ante. 

c tieiieral  Wooster  and  his  command  were  encamped  on  property 
Udoiiging  to  A rent  Bussing,  near  Harlem,  from  the  eighteenth  of  July, 
preceding,  (Jotrual  of  Provincial  Congress,  “ Die  Martis,  9 ho.,  A M., 
“July  isth,  1775.”) 

* ••lieneral  Wooster  is  at  Harlem,  with  about  400  men.  which  appear 
“to  US  to  be  unemployed,”  {Letter  from  (hr  Committee  of  Safety  to  th>-  Cvn- 
too  idol  Congress,  "In  Committee  of  Safety  for  tmkGg  ny  of  New 
“York,  iuhinij  the  nErFs<  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  Nkw-Yor>\ 
“Sept.  10,  1775.”) 


■ 
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It  is  proper  that  notice  shall  he  taken,  in  t (i i 
nection,  of  the  fact  that  the  Provincial  Conan--. , on 
the  twenty-fourth  of  October,  twenty  da  vs  after  that 
body  h:id  returned  to  its  place  and  to  its  work  and 
thirty-eight  days  after  its  Committee  of  Safety  had 
adopted  and  published  the  Resolution  ami  Orders, 
“relating to  the  impressment  of  Arms,”  which  have 
been  thus  described  and  denounced,  passed  a formal 
Resolution  “disapproving”  and,  therefore,  abrogating 
them  ; 1 hut  the  mischief  which  had  necessaril v pro- 
ceeded from  the  adoption  and  publication  and  at-  : 
tempts  to  execute  that  Resolution  and  those  Orders, 
could  not  be  undone;  the  wounds  which  had  been 
inflicted,  were  too  deep  to  be  healed  by  such  an  emol-  • 


o f,  i ; i Colonel  Build  u and  Mr.  Gill.  Budd 
H'.rion,'  with  wh<»m  Mr.  Pinkney  has  conversed. 

“ As  we  arc  only  a Sub-committee  appointed  to  take 
the  examination  of  Mr.  Pinkney  and  such  other 
persons  as  might  be  necessary,  and  to  make  a Re- 
port of  our  Proceedings  to  the  Honourable  the  Pro- 
vincial  Congress,  we  beg  leave  to  request  tout  Mr. 
Pinkm  y may  he  sent  for  and  critically  examined, 
hv  the  ( ’i ingress,  respecting  the  above  matter,  and 
with  relation  to  Oars  being  made  by  the  request  of 
Captain  Vandeput ; J and,  also,  that  \\  illiarn  Havis, 
(who  was  employed  in  making  the  Oars,)  and  Sarah 
Williams,  the*  wife  of  Isaac  \\  illiams,  ot  \V  estchester, 
may  also  he  sent  for  and  examined  as  witnesses, 


lient  : and  an  increased  and  constantly  increasing  j 
bitterness  of  feeling,  between  the  conservative  and 
the  revolutionary  portions  of  the  inhabitants,  was 
every  where  seen,  scattering  its  baleful  and  ruinous 
influence,  from  one  extreme  of  the  County  to  the 
other. 

The  radical  changes  in  the  characters  and  conduct 
of  the  previously  quiet  and  orderly  and  industrious 
and  prosperous  inhabitants  of  Westehester-county, 
which  were  produced  by  the  succession  of  aggressive  ; 
enactments,  made  and  published  by  the  Provincial 
Congress  and  by  its  Committee  of  Safety,  may  be  seen  j 
in  the  following  letter  and  in  what  followed  it,  while  '■ 
that  Provincial  Congress  was  in  session: 

“ White  Praia's,  November  1st,  1775.” 

“ Sir: 

“ The  Committee  of  Westchester-county,  having 
“ been  called  together  upon  a request  of  some  of  their 
“ body,  upon  suspicion  of  a plot  being  contrived  to 
“ carry  off  several  of  the  members  and  some  others  j 
“ who  had  shewed  themselves  zealously  attached  to  j 
“ the  Liberties  of  this  country,  Mr.  Philip  Pinkney,’  ! 
“ (who  had  given  very  full  information,  to  some  of  the  i 
“ Committee,  of  the  plot,  and  had  offered  to  swear  to  ! 
“ it,  provided  lie  was  brought  by  the  Committee  by  ! 
“ an  appearance  of  force,  and  had  engaged  not  to  be  ; 
“ out  of  the  way,)  upon  being  sent  for,  by  some  of  the  j 
“ guard  attending  the  Committee,  was  not  to  be  j 
“ found;  whereupon  some  of  the  Committee,  by  order  j 
“ of  the  whole,  waited  upon  Mr.  Pinkney,  who,  after  ' 
“ refusing  to  come  before  the  Committee,  and  after  a 
“ great  deal  of  equivocation,  made  the  enclosed  afti-  i 
“ davit,  before  a Magistrate,  which  we  have  reason  to 
“ think  is  not  the  whole  truth  ; for  which  reasons  we  j 


“ respecting  them. 

“ We  also  request  that  Mr.  William  Lounsberry,6 
“Isaac  Gedney,  Junior,  and  three  hired  men  who 
“ work  at  Justice  Sutton's,'  may  be  sent  for,  on  account 
“ of  what  Mr.  Pinckney  has  related,  though  not  sworn 
“ to,  that  they,  among  others,  were  Minute-men,  ns  he 
“called  them;  that  they  were  to  be  ready,  at  a 
“ moment’s  warning,  to  take  off’  some  persons  who 
“ were  the  most  obnoxious. 

“ We  would  also  request,  when  the  others  are  sent 
“ for,  that  the  before-mentioned  Isaac  Gedney,  Junior, 
“ and  William  Nelson,  Joshua  Boyea,  Joshua  Ferris, 
“ Bartholomew  Mains,  Elijah  Mains,  William  Mains, 
“ and  John  Mains,  be  also  taken  and  brought  before 
“ the  Honourable  Congress,  for  taking  up  arms  to 
“ rescue  Elijah  Weeks,  who  was  brought  before  the 
“ Committee  upon  a charge  against  him.  Upon  the 
“ charge,  we  would  mention  the  Widow  Margaret 
“ Gedney,  of  the  White  Plains,  (where  they  left  their 
“ Arms),  Job  Maddon,  of  Harrison  Precinct,  Benjamin 
“ Morrell,  of  New- York,  and  Isaac  Snifien,  of  Rye- 
“ Neck,  as  witnesses. 8 

“ For  evidence  to  the  other  charges,  we  beg  leave  to 

;t  Hilbert  Build  of  Mumaroneck,  was  Lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Second 
Tiegiinent  of  Westch^ster-oounty  Militia,  (lHstoru.ul  Alaunscripts,  etc.: 
Military  1o  turns,  xxvi..  Id — pujrs  l07,  108,  ante.) 

Bolton,  iu  his  History  of  \VrsUhestcr-county,  (original  edition,  ii.,  80, 
81,  509  ; the  smite,  second  edition,  197,  710,  710,)  gave  an  account  of  his 
family. 

; i ! . Biiiltl  Horton,  of  Mamnroticck,  was  the  only  representative  of 
that  Town,  in  the  fount}  Committee  of  177t>-,7,  (Historical  Mcnniscripts, 
etc.:  Pap  r*,  xxxviii.,  3U9.)  lh  was  captured  and  carried 

away,  l*y  the  lv>yal  tr.-  \ -?  or  by  th»:  lo<al  loyalists,  iu  1777,  (Historical 
Mitmtscrij-fs , etc.  : Petitions,  xxxiii.,  71b.) 

s Captain  Vundcput  commanded  the  Asia,  man-of-war,  then  at  New 
York.  Concerning  the  making  of  these  Oars,  vide  page  119,  ante. 

See  page  120,  post. 


1 Journal  f the  Provincial  Congress,  “Hie  Mart  is,  9 ho.,  AM.,  October 
‘24th,  1775.” 

-Thercis  not  the  slight  sst  mention  of  this  evidently  tricky  Philip,  in 
any  of  the  Contemporary  records  with  which  wo  have  any  acquaintance, 
except  in  this  instance;  and  we  suspect  he  w;u>  that  loyalist,  Philip, 
who  tied  to  Nova  Scotia,  at  the  close  of  the  War,  of  whom  Bolton  made 
mention.  He  was  evidently  well-fitted  for  a “Cow-boy;”  and,  very 
probably,  be  was  one. 

Bolton,  in  his  History  of  Westchester- county,  (original  edition,  i.,  155, 
1 ’>6  ; the  saws,  st-emul  edition,  i , *248,  249.)  gave  a sket  h and  pedigree  of 
the  family. 


| ' “Justice  Sutton”  was  the  “William  Sutton,  Esq.”  who  was  one  of 

! the  .signora of  the  call  for  the  Meeting  at  the  White  Plains,  in  April,  1775, 

! as  well  as  ono  who  signed  the  l Mel  nation  and  lVolest,  at  the  same  place, 
i against  the  proceedings  of  that  Meeting,  (ride  pages  70,  72,  mite.)  He  was 
1 one  of  the  King's  Justices  of  the  Peace  ; and  one  of  those  who  were 
reported  to  tin*  Committee  on  Conspiracies,  in  June,  177b,  and  ordered  to 
i be  arrested,  (Hi'torical  Manuscripts,  etc. : iMiscellaueiais  Papers,  xxx., 
lo<>.)  lie  was  summoned  to  apjx-ar  before  the  Committee,  ( lb  hi,  xxxv., 
485 ;)  and  his  examination,  before  the  County  Committee,  on  the 
tw  enty-third  of  July,  177b,  indicated  the  temper  of  that  body  against  the 
Be  I>am*ey8,  and  all  who  were  connected  with  that  family,  either  by 
kinship  or  in  politics,  (loul,  xxxiw,  531,  bu 5,  537,  535.) 

^Seepage  120.  ante. 
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, • f you  to  Colonel  Rudd  and  Mr.  Gill.  Rudd 

i i 

• U e would  not  have  troubled  the  Congress  about  j 

• jopn  bending  the  above-named  persons,  but  that  : 
■ tv*  [tM.k  upon  ourselves,  at  present,  too  weak  to  do 

• it,  without  great  danger;1  and  we  beg  leave  to  sub- 

" tint  it,  whether  it  be  not  necessary,  tor  the  security  I 
••  iisauv  amongst  us,  as  well  as  to  prevent  Provisions 
' beio„-  conveyed  to  the  Ministerial  Army,  that  aj 
••  i ;t|ard  be  placet!  along  tbe  Sound,  in  this  County.  | 
“ We  me,  Sir, 

“ Your  most  bumble  servants, 

“ Jonathan  G.  Tompkins,  - 
“ Thomas  Thomas,1 
“ Jesse  Hunt,  1 * 
“ Mlt'AU  Tow  Ns  END,  5 * 
“ Anthony  Mh.i.kk. " 

“To  X ATH  a NIKE  Woodht'LI.,  President 
“of  the  Provincial  Congress  in  New  Yrork.” 

The  Affidavit  referred  to  in  this  letter  was  as  follows  : 

“ Westchester  County,  ss. 

“ Personally  appeared  before  me,  James  Horton, 
“Junior,  one  of  His  Majesty’s  Justices  of  the  Peace 
“ in  and  for  said  County,"  Philip  Pinkney,  of  full  age, 

“ wbo  deposeth  and  saith,  that  on  Wednesday,  the 
“twenty-fifth  day  instant,8  being  in  company,  he 
“heard  one  say  that  Godfrey  Haines  was  determined 
“to  have  satisfaction  on  some  particular  persons,9 * * *  and 
“that  there  was  a tender  expected,  to  take  them  off, 
“instantly;  and  that  tiiis  Deponent  was  asked  if  he 
“would  assist  in  taking  off  Judge  Thomas,1"  private- 
“ ly ; and  that  they  were  determined  to  have  him,  if 
“possible”;  and  that  there  was  a person  to  be  in  a 


1 The  puny  faction  which,  with  the  aid  of  the  military  power,  was  ex- 
ercising suHt  a terrible  authority,  in  Westchester-con rdy,  here  confessed 
i It*  weakness,  when  unsupported  by  that  power. 

-Sec  page  10$,  ante. 

3 See  page  107,  ante. 

< Jesse  Hunt  wafl  Sheriff  of  Wesicliester-couuty,  17S  1-17^5. 

^ Minali  Townsend  was  a member  of  the  County  Committee  of  177->-'f>, 
and  its  Secretory ; ho  was  one  of  the  Minute-men,  at  White  Plains,  in 
February,  1770;  and  he  was  in  command  of  a Company,  in  the  follow- 
ing Summer.  11  u evidently  left  West  cheater-county,  s<mn  afterwards,  as 
he  was  in  the  Assembly  of  tho  State,  in  1779-tH0,  representing  Cumber- 
laii.l-cuiiiitv. 

' Anthony  Miller  was  Second  Lieutenant  of  the  Scarsdale  and  White 
i'ii.  • - i wU’pany  of  Militia,  in  1775,  and  Captain  of  the  Coin]  any 

in  177<‘». 

•dain  -s  Horton,  Junior,  was  proscrib'd  as  a Tory,  and  ordered  to  be 
arrested  in  June,  1770,  (J fisfnric'al  Jhtnumfript  , etc.  : MwcciUt  neiai.*  Payer*, 
xxx  , 15(h) 

* This  date  was,  evidently,  a clerical  error.  It  was,  undoubtedly,  in- 
tended for  “ the  twenty -fifth  nitianj,'7  Octol>cr  25,  177G. 

S(,f  Godfrey  Haines,  his  grievances,  and  his  threats, see  pages  115-120, 
ants. 

l"  *■  Judge  Thomas  ” was  Hon.  John  Thomas,  County  Judge  of  West- 

* h»-st»T-county,  1755-1777,  ai  d Member  of  the  Central  Assembly  of  the 
i‘oli«ny,  representing  the  county  of  NV estcliest  r,  1 743-’ 75,  in  which  hitter 
capacity  the  reader  has  already  been  made  acquainted  with  him. 

51  Although  the  project  of  carrying  Judge  Thomas  aw  ay  from  his  home, 
in  1775,  if  such  a project  was  really  entertained,  w;ts  not  carried  out  ; a 
•> (it i li* r proji-cl,  in  1777,  was  successful  ; and  he  was  carried  to  New  York, 
M Mailers  had  been,  and  thrown  into  prison,  in  that  City,  as  Haines  had 
t«^U,  (ei./c  ynj" m 110,  117,  ante,)  and  died  there. 


“ particular  place,  to  receive  him  from  those  that  took 
“ him. 

“ I’himi’  Pinckney. 
“Taken  and  sworn  before  me  this 
“ first  day  of  November,  177’>, 

“James  Horton,  Jr  nr. 

The  Provincial  Congress  received  the  letter  and  the 
affidavit,  and  placed  them  on  file,  without  taking  any 
other  action  which  svas  recorded  on  its  Journal,  than 
the  making  of  an  Order  that  Colonel  Rudd  and  Gil. 
Rudd  Horton,  who  had  evidently  taken  those  papers 
to  the  Congress,  should  attend  that  body,  at  five 
o’clock,  on  the  same  afternoon.13  At  the  appointed 
hour,  those  gentlemen  made  their  appearance  before 
the  door  of  the  Assembly  Chamber,  in  the  City  Hall, 
in  which  the  Congress  was  assembled  in  secret  Ses- 
sion ; and  when  they  were  admitted  into  the  Cham- 
ber, they  were  duly  examined — the  testimony  of  Gil. 
Build  llorton,  however,  was  evidently  so  entirely  use- 
less that  it  was  not  reduced  to  writing,  and,  conse- 
quently, no  portion  of  it  was  entered  on  the  Journal 
of  the  Provincial  C'onjrrrr.  The  testimony  of  Colonel 
Gilbert  Rudd,  as  it  appears  on  that  Journal, u is  in 
these  words : 

“Col.  Gilbert  Rudd  and  Gilbudd  Horton,  from 
“Westchester  Count}',  attending  according  to  order, 
“ were  called  in,  and  examined  ; and  the  examination 
“of  Gilbert  Rudd  was  taken  in  writing,  and  filed,  and 
“ is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

“Gilbert  Rudd,  of  Mamaroneck,  says  that  thetories 
“are  getting  the  upper  hand  of  and  threaten  them, 
“daily,  and  have  injured  their  private  property,  by 
“ throwing  down  stone  fences  and  cropping  his  horses’ 
“tails  and  manes;  that  Philip  Pinckney  told  hiui, 
“last  Sunday,  that  he  was  in  company,  on  the  twenty- 
“ fifth  of  October  last,  with  a man  who  told  him  that 
“there  would  be  bad  times  in  Mamaroneck,  before 
“long;  and  said  that  some  of  the  people  of 
“the  place  would  be  taken  off;  that  he,  Pinek- 
“ ncy,  asked  the  man  that  told  him,  how  they  were  to 
“ be  taken  off;  he  answered,  that  they  expected  a ten- 
“der,  in  the  harbour,  in  a few  days;  and  that  she 
“ would  send  barges  on  shore,  in  order  to  carry  the 
“people  off;  that  he,  Pinckney,  further  asked  the 
“ man,  where  they  were  to  be  carried  to,  and  he  an- 
swered, ‘ To  Gage.’  Mr.  Ruchl  told  Pinckney  that 
“'Gage  was  not  there;  he  answered,  ‘To  Gage’s 
“ ‘Army  ; ’ that  Pinckney  said  he  asked  the  man,  who 
“ the  men  were  that  were  to  betaken  off;  that  the 


12The  entire  prostration  of  the  Colonial  Government,  in  New  York, 
and  its  entire  helplessness  to  protect  the  Colonists  from  the  outrages  to 
which  they  were  subjected  by  the  promoters  of  the  Rebellion,  is  nowhere 
more  clearly  seen  than  in  this  appearance  of  one  of  those  who  were  iif 
rebellion,  In*  fore  one  of  the  King's  Justices  of  the  Peace,  t«*  make  an  olli- 
cial  affidavit  concerning  a plot  to  carry  away  from  his  home,  one  of  the 
leaders  in  that  Rebellion,  by  those  who  were  not  in  rebellion. 

Journal  of  the  lxrociia'ud  i'oiejre&s,  “Hie  Yeueris,  10  ho.,  A.M.,  No- 
“ v ember  3d,  1775.” 

Ji.> until  of  th*  Provincial  Congress,  “ Die  Veneris,  5 ho.,  P.M..  Novem- 
her  3,  1775.” 
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“man  intimated  to  him  that  Mr.  Gilbert  HmM”  [/he 
witness]  “and  Mr.  Samuel  Townsend  1 were  tin*  men 
“ that  wen-  to  he  taken  oil';  and  that  there  wn*  aiiotlier 
“that  they  would  have,  at  all  events;  that  Pinckney 
“told  Budd  that  he  asked  the  man,  who  the  other 
“man  was  that  was  to  be  taken  oil';  that  the  man  an- 
“ swered  him  that  Judge  Thomas  was  the  man,  who 
“ they  would  have  if  it  cost  them  the  lives  of  tifiv 
“men;  that  Pinckney  told  the  said  Mr.  Ihuld  that 
“there  was  a number  of  his,  Jhidd’s,  neigh  hours,  who 
“stood  ready  to  assist  the  tender,  in  order  to  take 
“them;  that  Mr  Budd  asked  Pinckney  if  he  knew 
“ who  those  neighbours  were ; he  answered  that  one 
“of  them  was  William  Lounsbcrry  'l  and  one,  Isaac 
“Gedney,  Junr.,  and  all  Sutton’s  men,  alluding  to 
“some  hired  servants  of  Sutton’s; * that  Pinckncv 
“said  he  came  as  a friend,  and  advised  Mr.  Budd  to 
“ keep  out  of  the  way,  for  that  he  did  not  think  it  safe 
“ for  him  to  sleep  in  his  house,  one  night.  Mr.  Budd 
“ further  says  that  he  heard  that  Godfrey  Haines  said 
“that  lie  was  going  to  get  a parcel  of  Gars  made  for 
“the  man  of  war;  that  Haines  came  to  Mamaroneek, 
“and  that  the  next  day,  Isaac  Gedney  set  about  mak- 
“ ing  Oars;  that  they  were  making  (us  Budd  under- 
“ stood)  by  Haines’s  order,  Tor  Capt.  Vaudeput.  Mr. 
“ Budd  says  the  tories  are  equipped,  and  constantly 
“ in  arm’s,  walking  about,  at  night,  (i,  8,  and  10  at  a 
“time.  Mr.  Budd  further  says  that,  it  is  reported  that 
“those  tories  say  they  are  determined  to  defend  tliem- 
“ selves;  aud  that  if  any  body  came  to  their  houses  to 
“take  away  tiieir  Arms,  they  would  tire  upon  them.” 
The  Congress  appears  to  have  been  in  one  of  its 
temperate  moods  when  that  delegation  from  the 
chivalry  of  Colonial  Westchester-eounty,  hearing  the 
missive  from  the  Committee  of  that  County  and  its 
kindred  Affidavit,  approached  its  doors;  and  for  that 
reason,  unless  it  was  because  of  the  shallowness  of  the 
several  accusations  and  requests  which  were  in  the 
papers  or  of  the  poltroonery  of  those  who  bore  them 
the  Congress  did  no  more  than  to  order  the  letter  and 
affidavit  and  examination  to  be  filed;  to  charge  all 
who  knew  of  “this  matter,”  “to  keep  the  whole  of  it 
“a  secret ;”  and  to  transmit  a.  letter  to  the  Committee  of 
Westchi  ster-eouuty — the  latter,  the  most  noteworthy 

1 Samuel  Townsend  represented  the  Town  of  Rye,  in  tlio  County  Com- 
mittee of  ITTG-’T. 

* On  die  twenty-ninth  of  August,  1770,  “one  Lounsberry  of  Westchester 
**  County  who  had  headed  a parly  of  about  I t Tories  w as  killed  l»y  a Per- 
“soii  named  Flood  on  his  refusal  to  .Mirivnder  himself  Prisoner  ; That  in 
“his  Pocket  book  was  found  a PomniisMon  signed  by  (leril.  How  to 
“Major  Rogers  empowering  him  to  raise  a Ilattalion  of  Rangers  with  the 
“ Rank  of  Lieut  Pol  Commandant.  'I  hat  annexed  t<>  this  was  a Warrant 
“to  this  Loiiiisberry  signed  by  Major  Rogeirs  upturning  him  Captain  in 
“one  ofttie^e  Compani*  - a a Muster  Poll  of  the  men  already  enlisted,*’ 

I [,r(trr  //*♦-  i! S'/W;/  (•>  1,'rnrrut  II  uultintjU-u,  “ In  PoMMir- 

“tkk  or  Sakk.tv,  Uvui.lm,  Angt  :;0th,  1 77C." > 

Very  probably,  the  Wiliiam  Lounsberry  who  i:-'  mentioned  in  the  text 
was  tho  same  Lounsberry  w ho  had  accepted  a Commission  from  Major 
Rogers,  ami  was  killed,  in  August,  177'',  as  stated  in  tho  letter. 

* The  Sutton  referred  to  was  W illiam  Sutton.  Ks*p,  living  on  Do  Lnn- 
cey'd  XeCk,  of  which  he  wus  tlio  tenant.  1 * * r,‘!>  ^noje  124,  note.) 


of  .,15  that  it  did,  ill  “this  matter” — of  which  the  fol- 
lowing i s a copy : 

“ Ik  Provincial  Congress, 

“At  Xkw-Yokk,  November  3rd,  177o. 

*•  i li  \ n.KMi'N  : 

“ W’c  received  a letter  of  the  1st  inst.,  from  the 
“Sub  committee  of  your  County,  relative  to  the 
“conduct  of  the  people  of  Rye;  and  the  Congress 
"have  directed  me  to  recommend  to  your  Com- 
“ mittec  to  make  an  immediate  and  strict  inquiry 
“into  the  matters  to  which  the  letter  refers,  and 
“to  take  the  examinations  on  oath  of  the  wit- 
“ nesses ; and  if  you  find  satisfactory  reasons  to  sup- 
" pose  the  persons  threatened  to  he  in  danger,  that 
“ vou  take  the  proper  means  to  protect  them  ; perhaps 
" ilic  binding  over  to  the  peace  such  persons  a?  may 
“he  strongly  suspected  of  a design  to  injure  the  per- 
“ sons  or  estates  of  those  gentlemen,  may  he  a useful 
“ expedient.*  If  anything  afterwards  shall  he  thought 
“ necessary  to  he  done,  for  their  further  protection, 
“the  Committee  will  attend  to  it.  If  you  should 
“ find  the  County  unable  to  give  the  necessary  pro- 
jection, you  will  transmit  the  examinations  to  us, 
“ that  the  Congress  may  take  such  order  therein,  as 
“maybe  proper.  The  Committee  may  rest  assured 
“that  this  Congress  will  support  the  friends  of 
“ Liberty,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power. 

“ We  are,  Gentlemen,  /our  humble  servants, 

“ By  order  of  the  Provincial  Congress, 

“Abraham  Yates,  Jr Pres't. 
“To  Gilbert  Drake,  Esq.,  Chairman 

“of  the  Committee  of  Westchester-eounty.” 5 

The  suggestion  which  was  made  in  this  letter,  that 
those  of  the  revolutionary  faction,  in  Westchester- 
eounty,  whose  safety  was  imperiled  bv  the  threats  of 
their  conservative  and  law-abiding  neighbors,  should, 
go  before  the  King’s  Magistrates  and  ask  that  the 
latter  should  be  put  under  bonds  to  keep  the  peace 
towards  the  former,  was  received  with  disfavor  by 
Isaac  Seal's,  of  New  York,  and  Melaneton  Smith,  of 
Duchess-county,  and  Doctor  Lewis  Graham  and  Joliu 
Thomas,  Junior — the  latter  a son  of  one  of  those  w ho 
had  been  threatened  with  removal  from  the  County — 
and  an  attempt  was  made  by  them  to  strike  out  from 
the  letter  that  portion  “which  refers  them  ” [the 
Committee  o/  Westchester-eounty j "to  the  Civil  Magis- 
“trale;”  hut  the  Congress  declined  to  make  the 

* This  remarkable  suggestion,  that  those,  in  Westchester-count v,  who 
were  in  relxdlion,  ami  who  wore  threatened  with  arrest  by  those  of 
their  neighbors  who  were  n»*t  in  rebellion,  .should  go  before  the  King’s 
Justices  i f the  Fence,  and  ask  that  those  loyal  inhabitants  win*  were 
inclined  to  mij  port  the  Home  amt  (Ydoiiial  Itovernments  and  the  Laws 
and  to  arrest  those  who  were  in  rebellion,  sJumld  In?  pvt  km drr  bomU  U> 
j> cuenv  the  j)»  in  • Uncord  (hr  luUrrt  w ill  he  duly  appreciated  by  the  reader. 
Whatever  the  County  ( oinmittee  of  'Westchester-eounty  may  have 
thought  of  it,  it  will  I*;  evident  to  the  reader  that  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, when  it  wrote  to  that  ( Vumnittee  and  made  fhut  suggestion,  was 
not  inclined  to  regard  the  men  of  Westchester-eounty  who  were  in 
rebellion  a&  entitled  to  very  much  of  its  respect  and  sympathy. 

$ Jen  nml  of  the  l*roviucial  C*oijre*i,  “Die  Veneris,  5 ho.,  P.M.,  Xorein- 
44  herd,  1775.*  ’ 


■ 
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, ii,it<-tl  change,  only  the  four  gentlemen  already 
oi-.-ntioru'il  having  arisen  in  favor  of  it,  1 lit  letter 
w transmitted  to  the  \V rstehester-county *  * ’ommiuee ; 
iin I nothing  more  was  heard  mi  the  subjects  referred 
and  the  (.’oinmiUee  itself,  thenceforth,  gradually 
di-appeared  from  the  notice  of  the  world. 

Tin*  Provincial  Congress  had  continued  in  session, 
eloselv  withdrawn  from  the  sight  of  its  constituents, 
until  the  eighth  of  July,1  when  it  had  taken  a fort- 
night’s rest,  during  which  period  a '‘Committee  of 
“Safety”  was  left  on  duty,  with  large  authority,  toad- 
minister  the  affairs  of  the  new  organization.-  <)u  the 
twenty-sixth  of  July,  it  had  resumed  its  work,  con- 
tinning  it  without  interruption,  until  the  second  of 
September,  when  it  had  adjourned  fora  month,  during 
which  period,  a “Committee  of  Safety”  had  again 
administered  the  affairs  of  the  new  organization. 1 
On  the  fourth  of  October,  it  had  re-assembled,  and  re- 
sumed its  work,  continuing  it  until  the  fourth  of  No- 
vember, when  it  adjourned,  or  was  dissolved,  without 
day.5 

The  dissolution  of  the  first  Provincial  Congress, 
which  occurred  at  about  the  close  of  the  first  half- 
year  of  the  entire  and,  as  far  as  the  Colonial  and 
Home  Governments  were  concerned,  of  the  undisputed, 
domination  of  the  revolutionary  faction  of  the  purely 
aristocratic  portion  of  the  Colonial  party  of  the  Op- 
position and  its  plebean  auxiliaries,  over  the  vastly 
greater  body  of  those  who  were  its  fellow-men  and 
fellow-subjects  of  the  Crown  and  fellow-colonists, 
within  the  Colony  of  New  York, — without,  however, 
having  interfered  with  the  administration  of  the 
public  affairs  of  the  Colony,  by  the  Royal  Colonial 
Government,  which  was  continued  in  all  else  than  in 
the  protection  of  the  Colonists  and  in  the  suppression 
of  the  revolt,  which  that  Colonial  Government  had 
not  the  means  for  doing — affords  a favorable  oppor- 
tunity for  the  careful  student  of  the  history  of  that 
eventful  period  to  rest,  and  to  review  the  progress  of 
events,  in  New  York,  during  the  preceding  six  months ; 
to  ascertain,  by  comparison  of  its  earlier  professions 
with  its  later  practises,  how  much  of  sincerity  and 
how  much  of  deceit  and  of  fraud  there  had  been,  in 
the  apparent  devotion  of  that  controlling  faction  to 
“ the  Rights  of  man  and  of  Englishmen,”  of  which  it 
had  said  so  much,  in  its  earlier  movements  toward 
political  supremacy;  to  learn  its  matured  views  con- 
cerning the  arrogantly  assumed  prerogatives  of  the 
well-born  and  the  contemptuously  assigned  mission  of 
tiie  lowly,  the  latter  to  nothing  else  than  to  submission, 
to  obedience,  and  to  labor;  and  to  ascertain  and  to 
examine  Jthose  systems  of  government  and  those 

l Journal  of  th?  Prorinrial  Couf-?*#,  M;iy  22,  until  July  8,  1775. 

* Journal  •/  the  Committee  of  Si July  11,  until  July  25,  1775. 

* Journal  of  the  Fnjviw'ial  Conym*,  from  July  26,  until  September  2, 

* Journal  of  Liie  Conmittee  of  Safety,  from  September  1,  until  October  3, 
1775. 

* Journal  of  the  Vroriw:iid  Cuujre*st  from  October  4,  until  No. ember  4, 


methods  of  administration  which,  in  the  unrestrained 
exercise  of  its  recently  acquired,  hut  undisputed, 
power,  and  of  its  seemingly  cultured  intellect,  that 
revolutionary  faction  had  practically  regarded  as  tit 
and  proper  for  the  government  of  a “ free  people.” 
******* 

During  the  interval,  between  the  dissolution  of  the 
first  and  the  organization  of  the  second  of  the  series  of 
Provincial  Congresses  which  controlled  the  destinies 
of  the  Cohmv  of  New  York  and  crowded  an  unwilling 
community  into  rebellion  and  ruin,  an  illustration 
was  made,  first  in  the  County  of  Westchester  and 
t Hon  in  the  City  of  New  York,  of  the  spirit  oi  the 
controlling  power,  among  the  disaffected;  of  the 
shallowness  of  the  prevailing  pretensions  to  patriot- 
ism and  personal  integrity  in  those  who  were  en- 
gaged in  the  revolt;  and  of  the  personal  character  of 
the  ruffians  who  were  employed — as  they  had  been 
employed  in  the  Stamp-act  and  other  riots,  earlier  in 
the  struggle  of  parties — by  those  who  were  the  master- 
spirits, in  the  works  of  lawlessness  by  means  of  which 
the  Rebellion  was  promoted  and  established  and  made 
respectable.6 

At  that  time,  there  was  no  newspaper-press  in  the 
Colonies  which  was  conducted  with  greater  ability 
than  Rivington’s  Xcie-Yort:  Gazetteer;  or  Connecticut, 
Hudson's  Hirer , Ncw-Jereetj,  and  Quctnck  Wee. My  Ad- 
vertiser, which  was  published,  weekly,  by  James  Riv- 
ington,  in  the  City  of  New  York.  It  was  a news- 
paper, iu  the  proper  sense  of  the  word;  and  it  pub- 
lished the  news  of  the  day,  from  every  quarter  of  the 
world,  regardless  of  their  political  character,  with 
rare  industry  and  the  most  liberal  impartiality.  It 
did  not  accord  with  the  interests  of  some  nor  with  the 
passions  of  others,  however,  that  such  a faithful 
recorder  of  the  sayings  and  doings  of  every  faction 
and  of  every  party  should  be  continued  in  the  Col- 
onies; and  there  were  times,  also,  when  the  exposure 
of  the  double  dealings  of  particular  individuals,  of 
high  as  well  as  of  low  degree,  in  well-printed  columns, 
in  a widely  circulated  newspaper,  as  James  Rivingtou 
had  done,  in  his  Gazetteer,  were  distasteful  to  those 
who  were  thus  exposed  and  unwelcome  to  those  whom 
the  culprit  was  serving.  It  was  evidently  determined, 
therefore,  that  James  Rivingtou  should  he  silenced; 
and  that  his  only  means  for  inflicting  pain  on  the 
persons  of  those  who  favored  the  Rebellion  should  he 
taken  from  him. 

There  was,  also,  at  that  time,  no  one,  in  the  Colony 
of  New  York,  who  possessed  greater  intellectual  and 
executive  abilities  combined  with  superior  scholastic 
attainments,  than  Samuel  Seaburv,  a Missionary  of 
the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in 
Foreign  Parts,  ordinarily  known  as  “The  Venerable 
“Society,”  Rector  of  the  Established  Church  in  the 

•“This  I know,  a successful  resistance  is  a * II  k \ i.n-p*\ / not  a ‘ Kr- 

bh.i  ton.1  4 Rebellion,’  in«l**e»I,  appear*  on  1 1 • lack  of  a tlyinjren- 
“ emy  ; but  ‘ Revoli'tiox  ’ flames  on  the  breastplate  • \ the  victorious 
“warrior.” — (John  Wilkes,  in  t/.  11-ngc  <f  C.guuo  m,  February  6,  1775.) 
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Borough  Town  of  Westchester,  and  Master  of  a 
Boarding-school  for  Boys,  in  the  same  Town,  lie  was 
the  friend  and  Pastor  of  Isaac  Wilkins,  the  able 
leader  of  the  conservative  majority  of  the  Opposition, 
in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony;  and  the 
Manor  of  Morris, ania  was  within  the  boundaries  of  his 
Parish  ; and  the  Morrises,  brothers-in-law  of  Isaac 
Wilkins,  but  masquerading  as  leaders  in  theRebellion, 
were,  nominally,  if  not  in  reality,  among  his  parish- 
ioners. He  was  learned,  as  was  well-known  : lie  was 
fearless  in  the  declarations  and  support  of  his  well- 
considered  opinions,  as  was  known  to  his  neighbors 
and  friends:  that  his  convictions  led  him  to  support 
the  conservative  portion  of  the  Opposition,  led  bv  his 
friend,  Isaac  Wilkins,  is  more  than  probable : that 
the  same  convictions  led  him  to  oppose,  within  the 
circle  of  his  influence  and  consistently  with  his  min- 
isterial duties,  the  doings  of  the  revolutionary  faction 
of  the  Opposition,  among  whom  his  neighbors  and 
parishioners,  the  Morrises,  were  capering,  was  no  secret. 
When  the  press  was  teeming  with  publications,  ad-  1 
verse  to  the  violence  of  the  revolutionary  faction,  lie 
was  improperly  designated  as  one  of  the  very  few  who 
had  written  them,  with  no  other  evidence  to  support  the  i 
allegation  than  his  recognized  ability  and  fearless-  ; 
ness;  and  when  “A.  W.  Fa  f:  m er  ” appeared,  with 
ids  practised  and  powerful  pen,  arousing  the  most 
violent  bitterness  of  those  who  were  in  rebellion,  the  I 
intellectual  rustic  who  had  written  them,  by  common 
consent,  was  erroneously  but  reasonably  said  to  have 
been  the  Schoolmaster  and  Parson  at  Westchester,  j 
while  the  real  but  unrecognized  author  of  the  obnox- 
ious publications  was  generally  passed,  unnoticed.'] 
The  political  Parson,  therefore,  was  very'  offensive  to  ! 
those  of  the  revolutionary  faction  who  were  not  his  ; 
neighbors — “ in  justice  to  the  rebels  of  East  and  West  ! 
“Chester,  I must  say,”  lie  wrote,  in  1776,  “that  none  ' 
“ of  them  ever  offered  me  any  insult  or  attempted  to  do  i 
“ me  any  injury  that  I know  of  ” — and  it  was  evidently 
determined  that  he,  also,  like  James  Rivington,  should 
be  silenced,  even  at  the  expense  of  his  personal 
liberty  and  of  all  which  was  dear  to  him,  on  earth. 

There  was  one  man,  more  than  all  others,  who  was 
qualified  to  enter  on  any'  adventure,  no  matter  how 
lawless  nor  how  atrocious,  provided,  and  only  pro- 
vided. he  could,  have  an  abundant  force  to  support 
him  and  to  overpower  any  opposition  which  might 
possibly  arise  to  obstruct  or  to  endanger  him.  He  ] 
had  been  a privateer,  in  the  War  with  France  and 
Spain ; and  in  the  only  encounter  which  lie  had  had 
with  an  enemy,  he  had  shown  the  white  feather  of  cow- 
ardice, his  crew  having  become  his  accusers.  He  was 
known,  subsequently,  as  one  of  those  blustering,  reck- 
less, law-defying  leaders  of  the  floating  denizens  of 
the  docks,  in  New  York,  ready  to  disregard  all  Rights,  ! 
ail  of  every  thing  except  their  own  wills,  in  acts  of  which 
only’  the  traditional  pirates  and  banditti  wore  sup- 
posed to  have  been  capable  of  performing,  whenever, 
and  only  whenever,  in  his  judgment,  those  acts  could  1 


he  don-  without  personal  risk  to  the  arcri  -sors  nt.d 
whcitcwr,  and  at  no  otln  r time,  those  u>  : >f  ,.e.\  !<  - 

ness  promised  that  the  plunder  to  he  seruivd  ihcn 
from  would  afford  a sufficient  compensation. 

He  had  married  the  daughter  of  the  keeper  of  a 
low,  iin licensed  alehouse,  a resort  of  sailors,  boatmen, 
stevedores,  and  such  as  they,  opposite  to  Beckman’s 
Slip,  and  that  alehouse  was  his  rendezvous;1  and 
those  who  hud  resorted  to  Jasper  Drake’s,  had  always 
been  his  ready  instruments,  in  whatever  acts  ol  vio- 
lence in  which  he  had  ventured  to  engage.  He  had 
never  possessed  the  entire  confidence  ot  the  leaders 
of  the  revolutionary  faction  of  the  Opposition,  in  the 
City  of  New  York  : lie  had  never  been  taken  into  the 
an  nr!  u in  mint'hiru  m ot  that  coterie  ot  Eiviugstons  and 
of  Smit  hs  and  of  Scotts,  whose  had  been  the  unseen 
master-hands  bv  whom  such  puppets  as  he  had  been 
handled  and  made  conspicuous : he  had  never  been 
permitted  to  occupy  any  place,  in  Committee  or  in 
Congress,  unless  in  minorities  which,  because  of  their 
comparative  insignificance,  were  incapable  of  disturb- 
ing the  harmony  of  the  aggregate  bodies  into  which 
they  had  been  adroitly  introduced. 

At  the  time  of  which  we  write,  he  was  an  ignorant 
blusterer,  as  vain  as  he  was  ignorant;  and  he  needed 
only,  as  General  Charles  Lee  said  of  him,  “ to  have 
“ his  hack  clapped  ’’  bv  some  one  in  authority  and  to 
be  shown  that  it  would  be  useful  to  himself- — if  he 
could  be  vested  with  an  office,  no  matter  what  nor 
how  ephemeral  in  its  character  nor  how  “impu- 
“ clently  ” bestowed,  so  much  the  better — to  be  ready, 
at  short  notice,  to  exercise  his  entire  power,  as  a ruf- 
fian of  the  dirtiest  water,  in  any  required  act  of  law- 
lessness, regardless  of  any  Rights  of  Person  or  of  Prop- 
erty', or  of  any  claim  which  age  or  sex  might  inter- 
pose. He  called  himself  a Merchant,  in  the  City  ut 
New  York;  but  he  had  been  more  conspicuous  in 
ship[)ing  Merchandise  and  Provisions  to  the  eastward, 
clandestinely,  when  such  shipments  to  the  eastward 
were  interdicted,  than  in  any  more  legitimate  busi- 
ness. He  had  been  a member  of  the  recently  dis- 
solved Provincial  Congress,  during  a portion  of  its 
existence;  but,  in  entire  harmony  with  his  earlier 
proclivities,  when  there  were  threatenings  of  danger 
from  the  Home  Government,  he  had  abandoned  the 

l A letter  from  John  f‘a*M\  from  the  (V unity  of  Suffolk,  on  l.-ng 
Island,  “to  the*  Printer  of  the  \>n'-Y<'rlc  f and  published  in 
J{irinyton's  Xw'York  C'izrftWy  V-  !»1,  N ew-Yokk,  Thursday,  January 
12,  I77*r>,  narrated  the  method  in  which  those  who  were  not  inclined  to 
favor  the  theories  and  practises  of  the  revolutionary  faction  were 
inveigled  into  that  Tavern,  and,  there,  subjected  to  the  tea. hinirs  of 
Alexander  M<  lKmga),  Isaac  Sear:,  and  others  of  that  faction  ; and  a 
description  of  tin*  insults  and  outrages  indicted  on  those  who  were  inclined 
to  object  to  the  subject  matters  of  those  teachings,  by  those  ale-hou.se 
“patriots,”  esixiciully  by  Isaac  Scare,  may  also  be  seen,  in  the  same 
letter. 

The  attempted  reply  to  John  rase,  in  which  Isaac  Sears  subsequently 
attempted  to  raise  new  issues  instead  of  meeting  old  ones,  served  only  to 
establish,  more  clearly,  the  truthfulness  of  Case's  original  statement  ; 
and  those  who  shall  incline  to  pursue  the  inquiry,  may  tind  it  in  Holt’s 
AVir-  York  Journal,  No.  1071.  New- York,  Thursday,  February  2,  1775. 
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, » v ,>f  New  York: ; and,  in  t he  hitter  part  of  Xnvern- 

■ 177'*,  Isaac  Sear*  * w :w  safely  housed  in  New 

Haven,  although  it  is  evident  that  lie  continued  to 
, -..'respond  with  the  leaders  of  the  Rebellion,  in  the 
former  City. 

On  Monday,  the  twentieth  of  November,  177-3,  that 
cowardly  rutiian,  Isaac  Sears,  accompanied  with  six- 
teen others  of  the  same  class,  all  of  them  mounted, 
left  New  Haven,  in  Connecticut,  for  the  purpose  of 
regulating  Westcliester-county. 1 It  had  become  a 
favorite  pastime,  among  the  royvdies  on  the  borders 
of  Connecticut,  as  it  has  been  a favorite  pastime 
among  Texan  rowdies  of  a later  period,  in  their  coun- 
try, to  make  depredatory  raids  on  those  who  lived  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river-boundary  ; and  those 
“ border  ruffians,”  in  revolutionary  Connecticut,  had 
been  encouraged  to  raid  on  the  conservative  farmers, 
in  Westehester-eounty ; to  overpower  those  fanners 
with  numbers  and,  especially  after  the  disarming  pro- 
cess had  deprived  the  latter  of  the  means  for  protect- 
ing themselves  or  their  property,  to  rob  them  of 
whatever  could  be  carried  away ; to  return  to  their 
own  side  of  the  Byram-river,  well-laden  with  what- 
ever had  pleased  them  best,  on  the  farms  and  in  the 
farm-houses  which  they  had  visited  ; and  to  enjoy, 
in  their  own  “ Christian  New  England,”  the  stolen 
products  of  other  men’s  honest  and  earnest  toil,  and 
to  he  cheered,  as  “ patriots,”  by  their  “ Christian  New 
“ England  ” neighbors. 

The  avowed  purpose  of  that  band  of  acknowledged 
‘‘banditti”2  was  “to  disarm  the  principal  tories 
“there,”  [af  Ent  and  Went  Cheater,']  “ and  secure  the 
“persons  of  Parson  Seabury,  Judge  Fowler,  and 
“Lord  Underhill,”  three  residents  of  Westcliester- 
county;  and  it  is  said  they  were  joined,  on  their 
way,  by  other  parties  of  men,  numbering  about 
eighty,  under  the  leadership  of  “ Captains  ” Rich- 


1 “On  the  20th  of  this  month,  sixteen  respectable  inhabitants  of  this 
“town,  in  company  with  Captain  Seaks,  set  out  from  this  place,  for 
‘*  East  and  TlV-si  Chester,  in  the  Province  of  New-York,  to  disarm  the 
“principal  tories  there,  and  secure  the  persons  of  Parson  Seabury, 
“ Judge  Fowler,  and  Lord  Underhill/’  * * * (The  Connecticut  Journal, 
No.  124,  [.\Vir- Wednesday,  November  29,  1775.) 

Frank  Moore,  in  his  Diary  of  tier  American  Devolution,  (i.,  173-175,) 
jmbli.-hed  a mutilated  version* of  that  editorial  article,  front  the  original 
of  which  the  aNne  was  extracted — the  other  portions  of  the*  latter  of 
which  will  u ■ used  hereafter — and  credited  it  to  The  /’•  nti-ylr  mia  Journal, 
publish-  1 in  Philadelphia,  on  the  ninth  of  December. 

-In  the  preceding  September,  Lord  Punmore,  then  at  Norfolk,  in 
Virginia,  had  helped  himself  to  the  type  and  printing-press  of  John  Holt, 
in  that  Town;  and  it  was  said  of  the  thief  and  his  confederates,  “a  few' 
“ spirited  gentlemen  in  Norfolk,  justly  incensed  at  so  flagrant  a breach 
“of  good  order  and  the  Constitution,  and  highly  resenting  the  conduct 
“of  Lord  Dunmore  and  the  Navy  Gentry,  who  have  now  commenced 
“ tlncnrhjhl  Pirate*  awl  banditti,  ordered  the  drum  to  heat  to  arms,’’  etc. 

( Extract,  from  a contemporary  publication , in  Force's  American  Archives, 
Fourth  S**ri.es,  iii.,  847.) 

Besides  the  entire  fitness  of  the  words  to  distinguish  those  who  wore 
guilty  of  such  lawUss  ditfngs,  a precedent  for  the  use  of  those  otherwise 
*trong  terms  in  such  specific  connections,  is  afforded  in  the  above  ex- 
tract, from  unquestionably  revolutionary  authority  ; and  we  oiler  no  apol- 
ogy fur  applying  one  orhoth  of  them  to  those,  from  Connecticut,  on  the  oc- 
casion now  under  uotice,  when  Lord  Dunmore  was  f»i»*  outdone,  in  wan- 


arils,  Siik'ck,  and  Moad.s  It  was  not  pretended  that 
these  enterprising  Connect icut-men  had  any  other 
warrant  to  engage  in  such  an  undertaking,  than  that 
ntl'orded  in  the  propensity  of  every  cowardly  thief 
to  plunder  those  who  were  known  to  have  been  strip- 
ped of  their  means  for  defence,  and  who  were,  there- 
fore. helpless.  It  was  not  pretended  that  any  of  the 
proposed  victims,  in  the  instance  under  notice,  had 
said  or  done  anything,  in  opposition  to  the  Re- 
bellion, which  had  made  them  amenable  to  the  un- 
bridled caprices  of  those  who  were  in  rebellion  ; and 
it  was  evident  that,  had  those  proposed  victims  thus 
transgressed  against  the  “ Aeaoeiations  ” or  the  “ rec- 
“ ommendations  ” or  the  “ Resolutions  ” of  the  revolu- 
tionary authorities,  the  local  Committee  in  West- 
chester-county,  or  the  Provincial  Congress  in  the 
City  of  New  York,  or  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the 
last-named  body,  and  not  an  improvised  and  self- 
constituted  {lower,  in  another  Colony,  was  the  proper 
tribunal  to  take  cognizance  of  such  an  offence.  But 
in  such  a party,  led  by  such  a ruffiau,  only  the  law 
of  the  will  of  the  stronger  possessed  any  authority  or 
secured  any  respect ; and  that  law  of  “the  pirate 
“ and  the  banditti,”  unfortunately,  prevailed  in  the 
instance  now  under  notice. 

The  expedition  evidently  moved  slowly,  on  it3 
nay  to  New  Yrork;1  and,  especially  after  it  had 
passed  the  Byram-river,  it  undoubtedly  foraged  on 
those  who  were  unfortunate  enough  to  live  on  the 
line  of  its  march.  It  pillaged  the  farm-houses;  and, 
at  Mamaroneck,  it  burned  a small  sloop  which  be- 
longed to  one  who  was  assumed  to  have  been  a 
friend  of  the  Government.3 4 5  A detachment  of  about 
forty  men,  under  a Captain  Lothrop,  appears  to  have 
been  pushed  forward  to  the  Town  of  Westchester, 
where,  on  Wednesday,  the  twenty-second  of  Novem- 
ber, it  seized  the  person  of  Nathaniel  Underhill,  the 
Mayor  of  that  Borough,  and  that  of  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Seabury,  who,  as  we  have  said,  was  the  Master  of 


3 “On  their  way  thither”  ( fvr  East  and  West  Chester,]  “they  were 
“joined  by  the  Captains  Richards,  Scillick,  and  Mead,  with  al>out  81) 
“men.”  * * * (The  Connecticut  Journal,  No.  424,  [New  Haven]  Wed- 
nesday, November  *29,  1775.) 

It  is'dno  t'Vthe  respectable  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  'ho  Connecti- 
cut of  that  period,  that  mention  should  be  made  of  the  fact  that  no  &uck 
names  as  these  appear  on  the  lists  of  Officers  of  Connecticut  Companies, 
in  1775,  which  Mr.  Hinman  published  in  his  Historical  Cdlccti  ,i..\  of  the 
part  sustained  by  Conncrthnt  durimj  the  T Yar  of  the  Devolution  ; anil  that  it 
is  very  probable  that  these  three  44 Captains, ” like  that  other  “Captain" 
who  led  them,  on  that  occasion,  possessed  no  other  warrant  than  that  of 
‘courtesy,”  so  called,  for  the  privilege  of  carrying  the  title. 

4 It  left  New  Haven  on  Monday,  the  twentieth  of  November  ; but  it 
did  not  reach  Westchester  until  Wednesday,  the  twenty  second,  und  the 
City  of  New  Y»  rk,  to  which  place  it  extended  its  excursion,  until  noon 
on  Thursday,  the  twenty-third  of  that  month. 

5 “ At  Afariueh  they  burnt  a small  Bloop,  which  was  purchased  by  (iov- 
“ eminent,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  provisions  on  board  trie  Asia." — 
(The  Connecticut  Jtrurual,  No.  424,  [New  Haven*,]  Wednesday,  November 
*29,  1775.) 

“ * * * * and  burnt  one  sloop  belonging  to  persons  friendly  to  gov- 
ernment.”— (Governor  Tryon  hi  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  No.  22.  “On* 
“ Board  the  Ship  Dutchess  of  Gordon  New  York  Uaruouk,  Gth  l>ecr 
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a Hoarding-school  and  Rector  of  the  F»stahli*hc*l 
Church,  in  the  saute  place,  the  former,  ,h  was  mY- 
eequcntly  seen,  only  because  he  had  signed  the 
Df'clurntion  and  Protest,  at  the  White  I'inins,  in  the 
preceding  April,1  the  hitter,  because  he  was  more 
obnoxious  to  those  who  were  in  rebellion,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  greater  intellectual  power  and  of  his 
decidedly  greater  bravery  in  the  assertion  and 
maintenance  of  his  opinions  and  of  his  Rights.2 
Having  accomplished  its  purposes  in  the  seizures  of 
the  persons  and  in  the  plunder  of  the  properties  of 
the  two  victims,  in  Westchester,  the  detachment  per- 
mitted Mr.  Seabury,  if  not- Mr.  Underbill,  to  send  for 
his  horse ; and,  then,  it  hastened  awav,  on  the  road 
which  connected  that  Town  with  Kingsbridge.  It 
had  not  proceeded  far,  however,  when  it  was  met  bv 
the  main  body  of  the  banditti,  with  whom,  with 
characteristic  cowardice,  was  Sears ; and  the  entire 
party  then  returned  to  Fastchester,  where,  on  its 
way  toward  YTew  York,  it  had  already  seized  the 
person  of  ^Jonathan  Fowler,  who  was  one  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and 
Colonel  of  one  of  the  Battalions  of  the  Colonial 
Militia,  against  whom,  also,  it  seems  there  was  no 
other  complaint  than  that  he,  also,  had  signed  the 
Declaration  and  Protest,  at  the  White  Plains,  in  the 
preceding  April.3 

The  contemporary  records  do  not  present  the  cir- 
cumstances which  attended  the  seizure  of  the  Mayor 
of  the  Borough  of  Westchester;  but  it  is  probable 
they  were  similar  to  those  which  attended  the  similar 
seizure  of  Judge  Fowler  and  that  of  Mr.  Seabury — 
the  banditti  undoubtedly  ransacked  the  house  and 
examined  his  papers  and  helped  themselves  to  such 
articles  of  his  movable  property  as  best  pleased 
them.  From  Judge  Fowler’s  house,  there  were 
carried  away  a beaver  hat,  a silver-mounted  horse- 
whip, and  two  silver  spoons.4  besides  the  sword, 
gun,  and  pistols  which  formed  portions  of  his  offi- 
cial equipments  as  a Colonel  in  the  Colonial 
Militia;5  and  at  Mr.  Seabury ’s,  besides  assaulting 
one  of  that  gentleman’s  daughters,  thrusting  a bayo- 
net at  her  breast  and  through  her  cap,  and  tearing 
down  her  hair,  the  marauders  cut  a quilt  which  was 
in  the  frame,  rendering  it  useless;  examined  his 


* See  pages  72-74,  ante. 

2 “ At  .East  Chester  they  seized  Judge  Fowler,  then  repaired  to  West 

**  Chester  and  secured  Seabury  and  Underhill.” — (The  Connecticut  Journal, 
No.  424,  [Nf.w  II  v Wednesday,  November  20,  1775.) 

In  his  Memorial  to  the  General  A**emb(y  of  Connecticut,  Seabury  ex- 
pressly stated  that  be  was  arrested  by  a detachment ; that  the  main 
body  of  the  party  was  subsequently  joined,  by  tho  detachment ; and 
that  all,  then,  returned  to  East  Chester. 

3 Memorial  <f  Samvel  Seabury  la  the  General  Assembly  of  Connecticut, 
December  2d.  1775. 

See,  also,  The  CvnnecticiU  Journal,  No.  424,  [New  Hau.v,]  Wednesday, 
November  20,  1775  ; Jones’s  Hist-  ry  <f  Setr  York  i lurimj  the  Ib  rolutUmary 
• bar,  i.,  06,  07  ; etc. 

< Manorial  <f  Samuel  Seabury  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Connecticut,  De- 
cember 20,  1775. 

5 Jones's  History  if  Sew  York  during  the  Revolutionary  liar,  i.,  f>7. 


private  papers  and  scattered  them  ; and  carried  awav 
a ‘•mail  -mu  of  money,  which  was  in  the  <1  rawer  of 
his  iic  -k.  Of  course,  the  Boarding-school  Ibr  Boys, 
which  he  had  organized  and  eatable  her]  with  s>> 
much  labor*  for  the  better  support  of  his  family,  was 
broken  down  ; and  the  pupils,  five  of  whom  were 
from  Jamaica  and  one  from  Montreal,  the  parents  of 
four  others  being  in  Europe,  besides  “ others  from 
“ New  York  and  the  country,”  were  necessarily  scat- 
tered, inflicting  an  irreparable  injury  to  bim  and  to 
his  large  and  dependent  (amity.1 

When  these  seizures  had  been  accomplished  and 
after  what  had  been  stolen  had  been  sufficiently 
secured,  another  detachment  from  the  main  body  of 
the  banditti  was  sent  back  to  Horseneck  [ West  (Jreen- 
vich,  t'on/ieetimt,']  as  an  escort  and  guard  of  the  three 
prisoners  and  of  the  booty;8  while  the  main  body, 
itself,  numbering  seventy-five  mounted  men,  moved  for- 
ward, from  Fast  Chester,  toward  the  City  of  Yew  York.9 

Where  that  large  body  of  horsemen  spent  the  fol- 

ft  The  follow  ing  advertisement,  copied  from  Rivington's  Sew-  York  (i a- 
zctUi-r,  No.  07,  Nkw-Yohk,  Thursday,  February  23,  1775,  will  clearly  in- 
dicate the  high  character  of  that  Colonial  Westchester  Boarding-School 
lor  Iloys,  probably  the  prototype  of  those  similar  institutions,  in  more 
recent  days,  which  havo  made  Westchester-couuty  so  widely  known,  in 
the  world  of  Education  : 

“ To  the  Public, 

“SAMUEL  SEABURY,  M.A. 

“ Rector  of  the  Parish  of  Westchester, 

•**  TTATH  opened  a School  iu  that  Town,  and  offers  his  Service-  to 
J-  “ prepare  young  Gentlemen  for  the  College,  the  Couipting- 
“ House,  or  any  genteel  Business  for  which  Parents  or  Guardians  may 
“design  them.  Children  who  know  their  Letters  will  be  admitted  to 
“ his  School,  and  taught  to  read  English  with  propriety,  and  io  write  it 
“with  a fair  Hand,  au»l  with  grammatical  accuracy.  They  will  be  in- 
structed in  Arithmetic,  if  required,  in  its  utmost  extent;  and  iu  the 
“Elements  of  Geometry  ; in  Trigonometry,  Navigation,  Surveying,  etc. 
** — The  Latin  and  Greek  Languages  will  bo  taught  those  who  are  in- 
“ tended  for  a learned  Education. 

“ There  are  already  eleven  Students  under  Mr.  Seabury 'b  Care,  and  as 
“soon  as  the  Number  of  Scholars  shall  require  it,  a good  Usher  will  be 
“ provided : And  no  Care  or  Diligence  shall  be  wanting  to  give  Satisfac- 
“tion  ro  those  Gentlemen  who  shall  favor  him  with  the  Education  of 
“ their  Children. 

“Proper  attenfu  n will  be  paid  to  the  young  Gentlemen,  that  they  be 
“ kept  cl-  an  and  decent,  and  that  they  behave  with  propriety  ; and  as 
“the  most  essential  Part  of  Education  is  to  qualify  them  to  Discharge 
“the  Duties  and  0 Dices  of  Life  with  Integrity  and  Virtue,  particular 
“ Care  will  be  taken  to  explain  to  then:  the  Principles  of  Morality,  and 
“the  Christian  Religion,  by  frequent  short  Lectures,  adapted  to  their 
“ Capacity. 

“ Board,  (Washing  included)  may  be  had,  in  unexceptionable  Fami- 
lies, at  about  twenty  Pounds  per  Ann.  and  the  Tuition  will  be  six 
“Pounds,  Xew-York  Currency,  and  eight  Shillings  for  Fire-wood. 

“Westcl  > ster  is  about  nineteen  Miles  from  New  York,  by  Land,  and 
“about  fifteen  by  Water;  and  a Water  passage  may  be  bad  almost 
“every  I>  iy,  when  the  Weather  will  permit,  in  good  safe  Boats.” 

7 Manorial  of  Samuel  Seabury  I “ the  General  Asstvibly  of  Couw.eticuf.  De- 
cember 20,  1775. 

- “Having  possessed  themselves  of  these  three  caitiffs’  they  sent  them 
“ to  Connecticut  under  a strong  guard.” — (77e  Connecticut  Journal , No. 
424.  [New  Haven,]  Wednesday,  November  20, 1775.) 

See,  also,  Manorial  oj  S^imuel  Seabury  to  the  General  Assembly %of  (M»*- 
nectienh  December  20,  1775. 

9 The  Connecticut  Journal,  No.  4 24,  [New  Haven,]  Wednesday,  Novem- 
ber 20,  1775. 
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fi-r  night  is  not  now  known — it  is  not  in  the 
, /u\>  .-t  «legre«.  [>roli;il>l<-  that  it  j.ai.l  its  way.  in  wlut- 
t-tt-r  part  of  Westdicster-county  it  billeted  its- If- — it 
y.  rv  evident,  however,  tliat  it  was  expected  by  the  ! 
id.  is  of  the  Rebellion.  in  the  City  of  New  York, 
it  u;t<  in.  t and  e^eorted  into  town  by  Samuel 
llroome,  John  Woodward,  and  others  of  their  class  ; 1 
snd  it  is  said,  also,  that  Alexander  McDougal,  Peter 
j.j  Livingston,  John  and  Joshua  Hett  Smith — the  I 
latter  so  cons]>icU0U9,  subsequently,  in  the  interviews  j 
between  General  Arnold  and  Major  Andre  and  in  the  ! 
evident  exposure  of  the  latter  to  arrest— and  a num- 
ber of  others,  their  confelerates  if  not  their  tools, 
were  assembled  on  Hanover-square,  on  which  the 
Bookstore  and  Priuting-otiice  of  James  Rivington 
were  situated,  apparently  and  nominally  for  military 
exercises,  hut  really  for  the  purpose  of  covering  and 
protecting  the  approaching  banditti,  in  its  proposed  j 
work  of  devastation  and  robbery.2 

The  column  appears  to  have  moved  from  East- 
chester,  by  way  of  Ivingsbridge  and  the  old  Boston 
post-road,  through  what  are,  now,  the  Central  Park 
and  Madison -square  and  Broadway  and  the  Bowery 
and  Chatham-square  aud  Chatliaiu-street,  to  what  is, 
now,  Pearl-street— then  known  as  Queen-street3 — 
which  was  the  direct  route  to  Hanover-square,  the 
objective  point  of.  its  march.  With  its  escort  of  local 
sympathizers,  its  progress  was  not  obstructed;  and, 
on  Thursday;  the  twenty-third  of  November,  at  noon, 
vs  lien  it  reached  the  Square,  it  “ drew  up,  in  close 
“order,  before  the  printing-office  of  the  infamous 
“ James  Rivington,” 4 * those  who  had  already  assembled 
there,  evidently  for  the  purpose  of  covering  it,  if  not 
for  the  purpose  of  doing  more  than  that,  should  any 
opposition  to  its  purposes  be  manifested  by  any  one 
welcoming  it,  as  their  auxiliaries  aud  confederates. 

It  is  said  that,  while  the  main  body  of  the  banditti 
remained  in  position,  in  front  of  the  Bookstore  and 
Printing-office  of  tlie  proscribed  Englishman,  “a 

“small  detachment  ” entered  the  latter,  and  gathered 

• & | 

“ the  principal  part  of  his  types,”  which  was  placed  j 
in  sacks  prepared  for  the  purpose,  destroying  those 


1 Mitmfrs  of  th • General  Committee  of  /V  C>ty  and  County  of  X-  1 r York, 
Thursday,  November  23,  1775  ; Jones's  1 H ' y of  .V  York  d>- ring  R e 
T Ynr,  i.,  UP  ; Governor  Tryon  u>  (X  Earl  •>/  Dartmouth.  No. 
22,  On  Iio mid  the  Ship  Dutchess  of  Gordon  New  York  Harbour,  C:h 
Decr  1775  ; etc. 

-Jones’s  Hstonj  of  New  York  during  tic  Revolutionary  IPhr,  i.,  6t3. 

3 Manual  of  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  X ic-  York  fir  1855,  511. 

1 ■*  The  main  body,  consisting  of  75,  then  proceeded  to  New- York, 
“ which  they  entered  at  noon-day  oq  horseback,  w i t } » bayonets  fixed,  and 
"in  the  greatest  regularity,  went  down  the  main  street,  and  drew  up  in 
*’  close  order  before  the  printing-office  of  the  infamous  Janies  Itiving- 
* tun/’  (The  Connecticut.  Journal , No.  121,  [New  Haven,]  Wednesday, 
Novend>er  20,  1775.) 

Governor  Try  on  to  the  F.arl  of  Dartmouth,  No.  22,  “ On  Board 
■ rue  Surf*  Dutchess  of  Gordon  New  York  IJarikh  r,  6th  Decr  1775*’  ; 
/•-r  h of  the  General  • \>mtniti»‘e  of  the  City  and  County  if  X>ir  York  to  the 
-'ine.r.l  Cong  f *•"»,  (ride  page  154  pout  ;)  the  Provincial  Congress  of  X :>r 
I ri  to  the  Go  i .r  nor  of  Connecticut,  “In  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS,  Nf.w- 

1'HK,  l2lh  Deer.  1775  ;”  Jones’s  History  of  Xeic  York  during  the  Rev^- 
<«je„*iry  War,  i.,  66 ; etc. 


portions  which  could  not  he  taken  away,  and  demol- 
ishing. also,  his  prt-sscs  and  other  office-material.4 

It  is  said  that  three  quarters  of  an  hour  were  spent 
in  that  work  of  reckless  destruction,  without  the 
slightest  attempt  by  either  the  Municipal  or  the 
Colonial  authorities,  legal  or  revolutionary,  to  inter- 
fere, for  the  preservation  of  the  peace  or  for  the 
protection  of  the  property  of  the  citizen  or  for  that 
of  the  freedom  of  the  Press;  and,  consequently,  after 
its  appetite  for  outrage  had  become  satisfied,  taking 
with  it  the  type  which  it  had  not  destroyed  and  such 
articles  from  the  Bookstore  as  were  fancied  by  those 
who  entered  it,6  the  banditti  mounted  its  horses,  its 
music  striking  up  the  tune  of  Yankee  Doodle,  and  its 
local  sympathizers  in  the  Square  and  around  the 
head  of  the  Coffee-house  Slip  giving  it  cheers  which 
were  returned,  and  left  the  City  by  the  same  route  as 
that  on  which  it  had  entered  it.1 


S“A  small  detachment  entered  it,”  [the  printing -office,]  “and  in  about 
“three  quarters  of  an  hour  brought  off  the  principal  part  of  his  types, 
“for  which  they  offered  to  give  an  order  on  l ord  Dunmorc  ” [mho 
had  previously  stolen  John  Holds  type  cnidpi  e *,  at  Norfolk.]  (The  Connecti- 
cut Journal,  No.  424,  [New  Haven,]  Wednesday.  November  20,  1775.) 

They  ■•entered  his”  [Rivington' s]  “bouse,  demolished  his  printing 
“apparatus,  destroyed  a part  and  carried  off  the  remainder  of  hi? 
“types.” — (Jones’s  If  lory  of  Xeic  York  during  the  Revolutionary  War, 

1., k) 

See,  also,  Governor  Tryon.  to  the  Earl  of  .Dartmouth,  No.  22,  “On 
“Board  the  Ship  Dutchess  of  Gordon  New  York  Harbour,  G*-h  Decr 
“ J775  etc. 

r>  Governor  Tryoti  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  No.  22,  “On  Board  the  Ship 
“ Dutchess  of  Gordon  New  York  Harbour  G‘h  Deer  1775.” 

7 “ They  then  faced  and  w heeled  to  the  left,  and  marched  out  of  town  to 
“ the  tune  of  Yankee  Doodle.  A vast  concourse  of  peoples  assembled  at 
“the  Coffee  House  bridge  on  their  leaving  the  ground,  aud  gave  them 
“ three  very  hearty  cheers.” — (The  Connecticut  Journal,  No.  424,  [New 
Haven,]  Wednesday*,  November  29,  1775.) 

The  Petition  of  the  General  Committee  of  the  City  and  County  of  Xtic 
York , laid  before  the  Provincial  Congress,  on  the  eighth  of  December, 
1775,  presented  the  general  facts  of  the  outrage  on  James  Rivington,  while 
it  also  called  for  the  protection  of  the  City,  by  that  body.  The  despatch  of 
Governor  Tryon  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  No.  22,  “ On  Board  the  .ship 
“DutcHess. of  Gordon  New  York  Harbour  Gtb  Decr  1775,”  described 
the  raid  on  Westchester-county  as  well  as  that  on  the  City  of  New  York, 
and  narrated  the  Mustering  threats  which  were  made  by  Sears,  to  return 
with  “a  more  numerous  body  of  the  Connecticut  Rioters  and  to  take 
“away  the  Records  of  tho  Colony.”  The  letter  of  the  provincial  Congress 
to  the  Governor  of  Connecticut,  “In  Provincial  Congress,  Nfw-Yohk, 
“12th  Decr.,  1775,”  recited  the  outrage  in  Westch ester- county  as  well 
as  that  in  the  City  ; but  in  sin  h delicate  terms  as  indicated  that  that 
body  was  either  in  sympathy  with  th  banditti  c:  was  intimidated  by  those 
who  were  so.  Judge  Jones,  in  his  History  of  X'eiv  York  during  th  ’ R-  Mu- 
t ionary  H'i/**,  :i.,  65-68,,)  noticed  the  entire  nil,  saying  that  Sears  “en- 
“ tered  the  town  at  the  head  of  about  200  men,  well  mounted,”  which, 
from  the  context,  evidently  included  those  who  had  gone  out  to  meet 
the  banditti.  Cordon,  (History  of  the  American  Revolution,  London : 17s$, 

11.,  121,  1*^2.)  made  mention  of  nothing  else  than  of  tho  robbery  of  the 
printing-office,  of  which  ho  said,  “While  thus  employed,  people  col- 
“ looted,  and  the  street  was  thronged.  To  prevent  interruption,  bo  called 
“out  and  told  thorn  that  if  they  attempted  to  oppose  him,  he  would 
“order  his  men  to  fire  on  them  ; and  preparation  was  made  for  doing  it, 
“in  case  it  should  be  needful.  This  appearance  instantly  cleared  the 
“ street,  when  Captain  Sears  and  his  party  rode  off  in  triumph,  with  the 
41  booty  they  were  pleased  to  take  away/*  Dunlap,  (History  of  X-:w  York, 

I ii.,  Appendix,  ccxx,)  erroneously  stated  that  the  destruction  of  the 
: printing-office  was  effected  “by  the  Connecticut  Light  Horse,”  on  the 
fourth  of  December.  Bancroft,  (U; story  of  the  United  States,  original  edit, 
v i i i . , 275,)  said  Sears  was  “vexed  at  his  want  of  influence,  impatient  at* 
“being  overlooked,  and  naturally  inclined  to  precipitate  counsels;” 
and  in  the  same  wont,  centenary  edition,  v.,  13-1,  tho  same  author  stated 
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Tlie  progress  of  the  banditti,  through  Westehester- 
county,  on  its  return,  was  necessarily  -ince  it 

finished,  at  that  time,  the  work  of  pillage  among  the 
farmers  of  that  County,  which  it  had  commenced  on 
its  outward  march — it  left  the  City  of  New  York  on 
Thursday,  at  two  o’clock;  and  it  did  not  reach 
Horse-neck,  where  the  detachment  which  was  guard- 


that  Sears  “deserved  a high  appointment  in  the  American  Navy,” 
which  tie  did  not  receive  ; that  In?  wua  “ impatient  at  being  overlooked,”  ! 
etc.  Not  tho  slightest  allusion  is  made  to  the  doings  of  the  banditti  in 
Westchester-county,  in  either  of  the  editions  of  that  much-praised  work. 
Loosing,  {Field  flook  of  the  Revolution,  ik,  700,  797,)  stated  that  Mr.  Hiving-  ' 
ton  “aided  by  his  Royal  Gazetteer,"  was  very  iniluentiul;  that  he  had  no  j 
regard  for  the  truth  nor  f"T  “common  fairness  ; ” that  Sears  had  gone  to 
Connecticut  “ to  plan  schemes  for  the  future  with  ardent  Whigs  ;”  that 
the  type  which  was  stolen  from  Rivingtou  was  converted  into  bullets  ; i 
etc.  ; but  the  truth  is  that  the  Royal  Gazette  was  not  established  until 
December,  1777,  as  be  bad  stated  on  the  opposite  j age  of  the  Field  l.  ■ -l: ■;  ! 
that  Riyingtou  published  everything  of  news  and  political  papers,  re-  1 
gardlessof  party;  that  Sears  had  removed  his  family  and  bin.  self  to 
New  Haven,  to  get  out  of  the  way  of  threatened  danger  and  to  pout  over  ! 
personal  grievances ; and  that  the  printers  in  Connecticut  were  too  glad  1 
to  increase  their  limited  suppli*  s of  type  to  convert  the  stolen  type  be-  i 
longing  to  Kivington  into  bullets,  for  which  common  and  far  cheaper  | 
lead  was  better  adapted,  lie>.  Doctor  Beardsley,  (Hi-lory  of  the  Kp d 1 
Church  in  C 'nmectient.  i.,  ‘102-205,  and  Life  and  Correspoiubvce  of  the  Rt.  j 
Rev.  Samuel  Seabury,  D.D.V  35-47,)  appropriately  noticed,  in  detail,  the 
dealings  of  the  banditti  with  Mr.  Seabury,  without,  however,  making  1 
the  slightest  mention  o.f  what  was  done  elsewhere  than  in  Westchester-  i 
county. 

In  Connecticut,  from  that  day  to  this,  the  doiDgs  of  that  party  of  ruf-  * 
fians  have  been  cousidered  only  as  praiseworthy.  Governor  Trumbull,  I 
after  having  snubbed  General  Washington  by  sheltering  and  justifying 
the  wholesale  desertion  of  the  Connecticut  troops  which  the  latter  had  > 
denounced,  (Compare  General  Washington' s letter  to  Governor  Trumbull,  j 
“Cambridge,  December  2,  1775,”  with  the  reply,  “Lebanon,  December  j 
“ 7,  1775  that  of  the  former,  “Cambridge,  December  5,  1775,”  with  ' 
the  reply,  “ Lebanon,  December  9, 1775”  ; etc.,)  waited  until  the  following  ! 
June,  before  bo  paid  the  slightest  attention  to  the  letter  which  the  Pro-  i 
vincial  Congress  had  sent  to  him,  in  December,  1775,  and  then  only  to  j 
shelter,  if  not  to  justify,  the  offenders.  {Jonn.  Trumbull  to  the  ITonble.  | 
Kathl.  Woodhnll,  “Hartford,  June  10,  1775.“)  Hinnmn,  {Historical  J 
Collection  of  the  part  sustained  by  Conned  bent  during  the  War  of  the  Rcvohi- 
lion,  79,80,)  included  that  lawless  raid  among  the  notablo  and  praise-  ! 
worthy  acts  of  Connecticut ; and  the  follow  ing,  which  is  the  latest  s[>eei-  i 
men  which  has  met  our  eye,  presents,  at  once,  tiie  satisfaction  with  j 
which  respectable  men,  of  our  own  day,  in  Connecticut,  continue  to  re- 
gard that  outrage,  and  the  character  of  what  is  circulated,  in  New  Lug-  | 
land,  as  veritable  history;  “Some  time  during  the  War,  a paper  was  ; 
“published  in  the  City  of  New  York,  by  one,  Kivington.  This  paper  was  j 
“ professedly  and  to  all  outward  appearance  devoted  to  tin-  British  in-  i 
“terests.  It  was  afterwards,  however,  known  to  have  aided  the  Amer-  ! 
“ icans  much,  and  was  under  the  control  of  Washington  himself.  The  I 
“ hostile  appearance  of  the  sheet,  however,  deceived  the  Americans  as  ' 
“well  ns  their  enemies,  and  about  half  a.  dozen  Greenwich  men  re- 
solved that  the  press  should  be  stopped;  they  slob*  into  the  City,  do-  j 
“strayed  the  press,- and  bugged  the  type,  which  tliey  brought  off  with  1 
“them  from  the  very  midst  of  a watchful  enemy.  Messrs.  Andrew  and  i 
“ Peter  Mead  were  tho  principal  men  of  the  expedition.  It  is  said  that  , 
“ they  only  of  the  company  were  able  to  carry  the  bags  of  type  from  the  ! 
“ printing-office  to  the  street  and  throw  them  across  the  backs  of  their  I 
‘'horses.  After  the  type  was  brought  to  Greenwich,  it  was  totally  de-  ! 
“ atroyed,  except  enough  to  print  each  of  the  company's  names,  which  i 
“the  veterans  kept  for  a long  time  in  memory  of  their  exploit.”  One  j 
might  readily  suppose  this  latest  tidbit  of  what  lots  currency  as  history,  was 
written  in  China  or  Timbuctoo  : but  the  curious  render  may  find  it  in  an  ! 
elegant  and  expensive  History  of  Fairfield  (f  aulty,  Comortimt,  compiled  I 
uuder  the  supervision  of  I).  Hamilton  Hurd,  and  published  by  J.  W \ 
Lewis  Jt  Co.,  Philadelphia,  in  1831.  It  occupies  a portion  of  page  373  i 
of  that  handsomely  printed  volume,  and  affords  a tine  example  of  the  ! 
character  of  what  is  written,  concerning  New  Laplanders  and  their  1 
character  and  doings,  when  the  pen  of  the  w riter  and  the  patronage  of  j 
the  publisher  are  within  that  pretentious  portion  of  the  Union. 


iug  its  lir-t  collection  of  plunder  and  its  three  pris- 
oners i the  hitter  of  wh  in,  as  the  practise  then  \v;i- 
nrnong  i Jiut  nviv-forined  power,  having  been  pro- 
vided,  meanwhile,  with  neither  food  nor  shelter)  liad 
halted,  until  the  following  Monday,  the  twenty-sev- 
enth of  November.  Its  progress  through  Connecticut 
appears  to  have  been  attended  with  the  highest  pop- 
ular approval ; many  joined  it,  *’  the  whole  making  a 
“verv  grand  procession  and,  on  luesday,  the  twen- 
ty-eighth of  November,  amidst  the  salutes  of  two 
cannon  and  the  cheers  of  the  populace,  it  re-entered 
New  Haven.  The  procession  moved  through  nearly 
every  street  in  the  Town,  stopping  at  every  corner,  in 
order  that  the  crowds  might  gaze  on  the  victims  and 
jeer  at  and  insult  them  ; and,  after  having  quartered 
the  latter,  at  their  own  expense,  at  one  of  the  Tav- 
erns, the  successful  banditti,  sustained  by  what  there 
was  of  the  ignorance  and  lawlessness  of  the  New 
Haven  of  that  pe  riod,  spent  tire  remainder  of  the  day 
in  “festivity  and  innocent  mirth.”1 
The  principal  portion  of  t lie  bitterness  of  the  ban- 
ditti appears  to  have  been  bestowed  on  Mr.  Seabury — 
indeed,  there  was  wisdom  in  that  discrimination, 
since  Judge  Fowler  and  Mayor  Underhiil  were  dif- 
ferently constituted  men,  more  easily  intimidated  and, 
therefore,  more  pliable  than  he,  and  very  soon  re- 
canted and  were  dismissed  from  their  confinement2— 


1 “On  their  way  home  they  disarmed  all  the  tories  that  lay  cn  their 
“route  ; and  yesterday  [Abremher  28,]  arrived  here,  escorted  by  a great 
“number  of  gentlemen  from  tho  westward,  the  whole  making  a very 
“ grand  procession.  Upon  their  entrance  into  town,  they  were  saluted 
“with  the  discharge  of  two  cannon,  and  received  by  the  inhabitants  with 
“every  mark  of  approbation  and  respect.  Tho  company  divided  into 
“ two  parts  and  concluded  the  day  in  festivity  and  innocent  mirth. 
“ Captain  Sears  returned  in  company  with  the  other  gentlemen,  and 
“ proposes  to  spend  the  winter  here,  unless  publick  business  should  re- 
“ quire  his  presence  in  New-Vork. — Seabury,  Underhill,  and  Lewder, 
“three  of  the  dastardly  protestors  against  the  proceedings  of  the  Conti- 
44  nental  Congress,  and  w ho  it  is  believed  had  concerted  a plan  for  kid- 
“ napping  Captain  Sears,  and  conveying  him  on  board  the  Asia  znan-of- 
“ war,  are  (with  the  types  and  arms)  safely  lodged  in  this  town,  Where 
u it  is  expected  Lord  Underhill  will  have  leisure  to  fi  rm  the  scheme  of 
“a  lucrative  lottery,  the  tickets  of  which  cannot  be  counterfeited  r and 
“ Parson  Seabury  sufficient  time  to  compose  sermons  for  the  next  Conti - 
“ nental  fust.”—  {The  ifmuecticut  Journal,  No.  424,  [New  Haven*,]  Wednes- 
day, November  29,  1775.) 

See.  also,  Seabury' .<  Memorial  to  the  General  A(»mlJy  of  Connectii'irt . De- 
cember 20,  1775,  , id-  page  13G,  post;  and  Jones’s  History  of  A >ir  Y rk 
during  li/e  Rcrelntiounry  11  or,  i.,  CO,  87. 

- Although  the  instruments  of  the  recantation  of  these  two  of  the  three 
victims  do  not  appear  in  The  Connecticut  J nr,ud,i h \ were  printed  in 
Holt's  Xnc-  York  Journal , No.  1718,  New-Vork,  Thursday,  December  7, 
1775,  and  may  be  seen  in  Force’s  American  Avhins,  IV.,  iii.,  171*3. 


T. 

“Whereas  I.  Jonathan  Fowler,  Esq.,  one  of  His  Majesty’s  Judges  of 
“ the  Inferior  Court  for  the  County  of  Westchester,  in  the  Province  oi 
“ New-York,  did,  some  time  ago,  sign  a Protest  against  the  Honourable 
“Continental  Congress,  w hich  inconsiderate  conduct  I am  heartily  sorry 
“ for,  and  do  hereby  promise  for  the  future  not  to  transgress  in  the  view 
“of  tho  people  of  this  Continent,  nor  in  any  sense  to  oppose  the  meas- 
ures taken  by  the  Continental  Congress 

“ I do  also  certify  that,  some  time  past,  being  at  Court  at  the  White- 
“ Plains,  T heard  a person  sav,  whom  several  people  present  believed  to 
“be  a Lieutenant  or  Midshipman  of  the  .-1  ?;'<?,  man-of-war,  that  the  Imj- 
“ tain  of  the  Asia  intended  to  take  Capt  tin  Scars  up,  and  that  there 
“would  soon  Ik?  delivered,  gratis,  from  on  board  the  man-of-war.  gr  . i 
“quantities  of  Paper  Money,  in  imitation  of  Continental  Currency, 


; 


- 


■ 


wi:sTcii  i’.stki:  county. 


, i ln>  " pri-wnlcd  from  enjoying  :i  free  inter- 
• sr-e  \Gtii  hit  frieiiii-;  forMiMvn  the  vi.-it*  of 
, .me  of  ill-  in,  though  in  coinimny  with  his  guar-l  ; 
*■ . r-.hii.ited  from  muling  prayers  in  the  Church,  and 
•'in  performing  any  part  of  Divine  Service,  though 
•'tnviti-<l  to  to  do;  interdicted  the  use  of  pen,  ink, 
"and  paper,  except  for  the  purpose  of  writing  to  his 
"family,  and  then  it  was  required  that  his  letters 
“should  he  examined  and  licensed”  [by  (he  (eadvrt  of 
■ >■ , 1. 1- “ Indore  they  were  sent  oil';  though 

" Captain  Sears  condescended  that  ho  should  be  in- 
' dulged  in  writing  a Jfetiiorinl  to  (he  Honourable 
•*  A't'-mbhj.  He  received  only  one  letter  from  his 
' family,  and  that  was  delivered  to  him  open,  though 
••  brought  by  the  post.”  Indeed,  with  characteristic 
bravado,  and  entirely  conscious  of  his  influence  among 
those,  in  Connecticut,  w ho  were  then  controlling  the 
Rebellion.  Scars  told  his  only  remaining  victim — the 
others  having  ransomed  themselves  from  the  hands 
of  their  captors  with  cowardly-made  recantations — 
“that  they  did  not  intend  to  release  him,  nor  to 
“make  such  a compromise  with  him  as  had  been 
“made  with  Judge  Fowler  and  Mr.  Underhill,  hut  to 
“keep  him  a prisoner,  till  the  unhappy  disputes  be- 
“ tween  Great  Britain  and  America  were  settled  — 
“that,  whatever  he  might  think,  what  they  had  done 
“they  would  take  upon  themselves  and  support.”1 
At  that  time,  and,  indeed,  until  ISIS,  the  Govern- 
ment of  Connecticut,  under  her  Charter,  like  that  of 
Rhode  Island,  was  based  on  the  Sovereignty  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain;  and  the  lawlessness  of  the 
Rebellion  had  not  been  permitted  to  disturb  tbe  forms 
and  formalities  of  either  her  Executive  or  Legislative 
or  Judicial  Departments  of  Colonial  Government — 
adroitly  securing  the  monopoly  of  that  Government 
in  the  hands  of  the  comparatively  few  by  whom  it 
was  held  under  the  Royal  Charter  of  1661,  no  matter 
what  the  result  of  the  Rebellion  might  be — and  all 
these  were  being  carried  od,  in  the  several  long-estab- 
lished-forms,  nominally  in  the  name  of  the  Sovereign. 
Knowing  these  facts,  Mr.  Seabury  is  said  to  have  ap- 
plied to  the  Magistrates,  in  New  Haven,  for  protec- 
tion and  redress,  since  he  was  held  in  captivity,  in 
that  Town,  by  no  pretense  of  legal  process  nor  by  any 
other  authority  than  the  individual  will  of  the  ruf- 

“which  would  be  printed  with  the  types  taken  from  Mr.  Holt,  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

- “As  witness  my  baud  : 

“Jonathan  Fowler. 

*'  New-II avex,  November  29,  1775.” 

II. 

M Whereas  I.  Nathaniel  Underbill, -of  Westchester,  in  tint  Province  of 
“ Ncw-Yurk,  did,  some  time  ago,  sign  a Protest  against  the  Resolves  of 
“the  Honourable  Continental  Congress,  which  inconsiderate  conduct  I 
“ nm  heartily  sorry  for,  and  do  hereby  promise,  for  the  future,  not  to 
“•transgress  in  tho  view  of  the  people  of  this  Continent,  nor,  in  any 
"^nw,  to  oppose  the  measures  taken  by  the  Continental  Congress. 

“As  witness  my  hand,  in  Now-Haven,  November 30,  177". 

“ \.  I nd>khill, 

14 -Vi ry or  of  the  Borough  of  Westchester.'' 

1 M-mori/il  of  Samuel  Seabury  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Connecticut, 
Ib-veniber  20,  1775. 


! fan,  Sears,  who  was,  at  best,  only  a sojourner  in  that 
j Colony  and,  subsequently,  was  sheltered  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, on  that  ground  ; hut  his  application  found  no 
favor  before  those  Magistrates,  notwithstanding  their 
authority  wa.:  undisputed.  He  then  sought  the  inter- 
ference of  the  local  revolutionary  Committee,  with 
the  same  result.  The  Governor,  .also,  disregarded  his 
I demand ; and  when  the  banditti  who  continued  to 
! hold  him,  a captive,  in  the  midst  of  that  Capital-town 
I of  tlie  Colony,  consented  that  he  should  memorialize 
i the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony,  which  does  not 
appear  to  have  been,  then,  in  Session,2  no  benefit  to 
the  memorialist,  from  the  Legislature  of  the  Colony, 
could  have  been  intended.3 

While  these  proceedings  were  in  progress,  in  Con- 
necticut, the  revolutionary  authorities,  in  New  York, 
were  almost  equally  unmindful  of  what  was  due  from 
them,  in  the  protection  of  the  individual  Colonists 
from  tire  aggressions  of  their  neighbors,  and  in  the 
'support  of  the  autonomy  of  the  Colony,  which  those 
from  Connecticut  were  beginning  to  threaten* — the 
Colonial  Government  and  the  armed  vessels  which 

2 We  are  not  insensible  of  the  fact  that  it  is  said  tiiat  Mr.  Siabury’a 
3ft morial  was  laid  before  the  General  Assembly,  and  referred  to 

! a Special  Committee  of  seven  members,  of  which  William  Samuel 
! Johnson  was  the  Chairman,  anu  unto  whom  the  Letter  from  the  Provin- 
cial Congress  of  New  York  had  been  a’ready  referred,  (Beardsley’s  Life 
and  Cc/rrespondence-  of  lit.  Rev.  Samvel  Seabury,  I>.l)  , 43  ;)  but  >n  his 
recital  of  the  circumstances,  in  his  letter  to  the  Venerable  Society,  on 
the  twenty-ninth  of  December,  1776.  Mr.  Seabury  made  mention  of 
nothing  else  than  of  his  “puling  in  a Memorial  to  the  General  Assom- 
“bly,“  {Ibid,  -13  ;)  nnd  Mi.  Hiiunan,  who  was  Secretary  of  State,  with 
j the  original  Journals  before  him,  in  his  carefully-made  synopsis  of  the 
j doings  of  the  General  Assembly,  from  the  opening  of  the  May  Session, 
j 1774,  until  the  clof-  • of  the  February  Session  177S,  stated  that  the  Special 
j Session  of  the  General  Assembly,  which  was  assembled  by  special  order 
i of  the  Governor,  on  the  fourteenth  of  December,  1775,  closed  its  busi- 
I ness,  and  was  adjourned  by  Proclamation,  on  the  same  day  ; that  the 
| Special  Committee  of  which  51  r.  Johnson  was  Chairman,  was  appointed 
I for  an  entirely  different  purpose;  and  that  the  Session  of  the  General 
j Assembly  which  next  succeeded  that  which  was  adjourned  on  the  four- 
teenth of  December,  1775,  was  not  commenced  until  the  ninth  of  May’, 
1776.  (Historical  Collections  of  the  part  sustained  by  Connecticut  in  the  li'/r 
of  the  Revolution,  198,  200.)  General  Peter  Force,  who  diligently  re- 
printed al!  the  Journals  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  his  elaborate  1 Tnericnn 
Archives , made  no  mention  of  a Session  of  the  General  Assembly,  be- 
tween that  which  was  dissolved  on  the  fourteenth  of  December,  1775, 
and  the  ninth  of  May,  1776,  ns  stated  by  TIinman. 

What  mockery  there  was  in  that  grace  of  the  banditti,  therefore, 
when  it  favored  its  captive  with  permission  to  memorialize  an  Assembly 
which  had  been  dissolved,  six  days  before  the  Memorial  w;b  w ritten. 

3 Memorial  of  Samuel  Seabury  to  the  General  A't  ’wlly  of  (\nnmcticul, 
December  20,  1775  ; S»imnel  Seabury  to  fJ •••  Vmi*  ruble  Society,  Nkw-York, 
“ December  ‘29,  1770”  ; Jones’s  History  of  Xc w York  during  the  Jievolut ionary 
War,  i..  67,  OS. 

4 Besides  the  unceasing  attempts  to  encroach  on  the  territory  of  New 
j York,  and,  in  other  ways,  to  invade  the  Rights  of  the  Colouists,  in  that 

Colony,  which  Connecticut  and  men  from  Connecticut  were  constantly 
f-makirrg.  Isaac  Sears,  on  the  occasion  now'  under  notice,  with  the  evident 
j purpose  of  throwing  all  tho  titles  of  properties,  in  New  York,  and  all 
j the  domestic  and  business  relations,  therein,  into  confusion  and  uncer- 
| taintv,  in  order  to  make  the  inroads  of  depredators  more  certain  of  sne- 
I cess,  “ intimated  his  design  speedily  to  revisit  this  Province  with  a more 
| “ numerous  body  of  tin*  Connecticut  Rioters,  and  to  take  away  the 
| “ Records  of  the  Province.”  (GWerw  or  Try  on  to  the  Earl  of  Lktrtnumth, 
No.  22,  “On  Board  the  Ship  Dctuiess  of  Gordon  Nf.w-York  ITae- 
“ Rot  k,  6,b  Pecr  1775.”) 

The  declarations  of  Colonel  Waterbury  and  Isaac  S»  ars,  on  the  same 
subject,  subsequently,  will  be  noticed  hereafter. 


; 
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occupied  the  h;irhor  and  commanded  all  tin*  ap- 
proaches to  the  City,  by  water,  and  by  whom  a larir- 
armed  force  could  have  been  thrown  into  the  Cirv,  to 
protect  the  inhabitants  from  such  outrages  as  that 
which  is  now  under  consideration,  meanwhile,  re- 
maining, apparently  unconcerned,  without  r.u-::iv  a 
hand  or  firing  a gun  for  that  principal  purpose  of  their 
presence  in  the  Colony. 

Jn  the  evening  of  the  day  on  which  the  outrage  on 
James  Iiivington  was  committed,  [ Thuredai/,  Xovrm- 
brr  23,  1773,]  Lancaster  Burling  and  Joseph  Totten, 
members  of  the  General  Committee  for  the  City  and 
County  of  New  York,  offered  a Resolution,  in  that 
body,  citing  Isaac  Sears,  Samuel  Broome,  and  John 
Woodward  to  appear  before  it,  to  answer  for  their 
conduct  in  entering  the  City,  on  that  day,  with  a 
number  of  horsemen,  in  a hostile  manner,  which  the 
movers  of  the  Resolution  considered  a breach  of  the 
Association  ;l  but  on  the  following  evening,  probably 
because  it  was  distasteful  to  the  greater  number,  -Mr- 
Burling  withdrew  the  Resolution,2  rather  than  to  see 
it  ignominiously  defeated. 

Three  days  after  the  event,  John  Jay,  with  more 
self-respect  and,  certainly,  w ith  more  respect  for  the 
honor  of  the  Colony,  notwithstanding  he,  also,  ap- 
peared to  take  no  interest  jn  any  other  portion  of  the 
general  subject,  wrote  a letter  to  the  President  of  the 
former  Provincial  Congress,  in  which  he  warmly  con- 
demned the  proceeding  but,  as  has  been  stated,  there 
was,  then,  no  Provincial  Congress  to  receive  and  to 
consider  his  protest. 

On  the  fifth  of  December,  the  General  Committee 
of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York  returned  to  the 
subject  and  adopted  a well-written  Petition  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  praying  that  that  body  would  take 
measures  to  protect  the  inhabitants  of  the  Colony 
trom  a renewal  of  such  aggressions.1 


1 Minutes  of  the  General  Committee  for  the  City  and  County  of  Sew  York , 
“ Thursday,  November  23,  1775.” 

2 Minute*  of  the  General  Committee , etc.,  “Friday,  November  24,  1775.’’ 

3 The  following  arc  hid  words,  on  the  subject  of  the  raid  ; 

* * * “The  New-England  exploit  is  much  talked  of,  and  conjec- 
“ t tires  are  numerous  as  to  the  part  the  Convention  will  take  relative  to 
“it;  some  consider  it  as  an  ill  compliment  to  the  Government  of  the 
“ Province,  and  prophesy  that  you  have  too  much  Chri-tian  meekness 
“ to  take  any  notice  of  it.  For  my  own  part,  1 don't  approve  of  the 
“ feat ; and  1 think  it.  neither  argues  much  w adorn  or  much  bravery  ; at 
“ any  rate,  if  it  was  to  have  been  done,  X wish  our  own  people,  and  not 
“ strangers,  had  taken  the  liberty  of  doing  it. 

“ I confess  I am  a little  jealous  of  the  honour  of  the  Province,  and 
“ am  persuaded  that  ifs  reputation  can  not  be  maintained  without  some 
“ litLle  spirit  being  mingled  with  its  prudence.” 

4 Minute s of  the  General  Oautnittec  of  the  City  and  County  of  Sew  York , 
“ Tuesday  evening,  December  5,  1775.” 

The  record  is  in  these  words  : 

“ A Draft  of  a Petition  to  the  honourable  the  Provincial  Congr<  ss  for 
“ the  Province  of  New- York,  was  road  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

“ * To  THE  HONOURABLE  Tift  PROVINCIAL  CuNGKEns  FOB  THE  PROV- 
* * JNCE  OF  NEW-YoRK. 

“ ‘The  Petition  of  the  General  Committee  for  the  City  and  County  of 
4“  New -York,  humbly  shewrth  : 

•‘‘That  a lardy  of  troops,*  from  a neighbouring  Colony,  did  lately 


* It  is  evident,  from  these  words,  that  it  was,  then,  supposed  to  have 


Three  Juvs  afterwards,  [December  8,  1 77-"..  1 1 1.  > 
vigorous  demand  for  protection,  made  by  tl,,.  I . a! 
revolution. irv  Committee  of  the  City  of  New  V • > r k — 
the  Committee  of  Westchester-county  made  no  such 
movement,  m»r  any  other,  in  the  matter  was  pre- 
-,-nt.  d to  the  Provincial  Congress,  by  which  body, 
alter  some  time bad  been  spent  “ in  debates  thereon, 
it  was  sent  to  a special  Committee,  of  which  John 
Morin  Scott  was  the  Chairman,  with  instructions  to 
“report  thereon  with  all  convenient  speed.”  a 

Four  days  subsequently,  [December  12,  1773,]  a 
Report  was  made  by  the  Committee,  with  a draft  of 
a letter  to  be  addressed  to  the  Governor  of  the  Colony 
of  Connecticut,  “on  the  subject  matter  ot  the  Gen- 
“ eral  Committee's  Petition,”  both  of  which  were 
violently  opposed  by  those  who  were  most  revolution- 
ary in  their  inclinations.  The  debates  were  continued 
through  two  Sessions  of  the  Congress,  and  various 
amendments  were  made  in  the  letter,  when  it  was 
adopted,  Colonel  Gilbert  Drake  and  Stephen  Ward, 
Deputies  from  Westchester-county,  opposing  the 
motion,  and  Colonel  Lewis  Graham,  also  a Deputy 
from  that  County,  supporting  it.6 

“ ‘ make  their  pubiick  entry  into  the  City,  at  noon-da  ',  and  did  seize 
“ ‘ and  carry  off  the  types  belonging  to  on.-  of  the  pubiick  Printers  of 
“ ‘this  Colony,  without  any  authority  from  the  Continental  or  this  Con- 
‘“gress,  your  Petitioners,  or  any  other  body  having  power  to  grant 
“‘such  authority.  And  being  apprehensive  tliit  such  Incursions, 
“ ‘ should  they  be  repeated,  will  he  productive  of  many  great  and  evil  con- 
“ ‘sequences  to  the  Inhabitants  of  such  place  wherein  they  maybe  bere- 
‘ * after  made,  your  Petitioners  do  therefore  conceive  it  highly  necessary, 
“‘  in  the  present  situation  of  pubiick  affairs,  as  well  for  the  sake  of  inter- 
“ ‘ nal  peace  ami  harmony  of  each  Colony  as  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
“ ‘general  union  of  the  Continent,  now  happily  subsisting,  and  so  e-sen- 
“•  tial,  at  this  juncture,  that  each  of  the  associated  Colonies  on  the  Con- 
“‘tinont  should  have  the  sole  management  and  regulation  of  it3  pubiick 
“ ‘matters  by  its  Congress  or  Committee,  unless  otherwise  directed  by 
“ ‘the  honourable  the  Continental  Congress. 

Your  Petitioners  do  therefore  most  humbly  pray,  that  this  honou- 
rable Douse  of  Delegates  would  be  pleased  to  take  the  premises  into 
their  consideration,  and  devise  some  expedient  to  prevent,  for  the 
“‘future,  the  Inhabitants  of  any  of  the  neighbouring  Colonies 
“ ‘coming  into  this,  to  direct  the  pubiick  affairs  of  it,  or  to  destroy  the 
“‘property  or  invade  the  liberty  of  its  Inhabitants,  without  the  direc- 
“ ‘ tion  of  the  Continental  or  this  Congress,  or  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
*“  or  the  Committee  of  the  County  into  which  such  Inhabitants  may 
“ ‘come,  or  of  t lie  Continental  Generals,  unless  there  should  be  an  Inva- 
‘“sion  made  into  this  Colony. 

“ ‘And  your  Petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray,  ere. 

“ * By  order  of  the  Committee.' 

“ Ordered,  That  the  same  be  fairly  copied,  and  signed  by  the  Chair- 
**  man  of  this  Com  mitt  e-e,  and  delivered  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Cuu- 
“ gresa.” 

5 Jimmal  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  “Friday  morning,  December  8, 

6 Journal  of  the  Provincuil  Congress,  “ Die  Martis,  10  ho.,  A. 31.,  Decem- 
“ her  12,  1775;’’  and  the  same,  “DieYiartis,  3 ho.,  F.M.,  Deer.  12, 
“1775.” 

The  following  is  a copy  of  that  very  important  letter: 

“In  Pro vi >•  ci a l Co ngress, 
“New-York,  12th  Deer.,  1775. 

“Sir: 

“It gives  us  concern  that  we  are  under  the  necessity  of  addressing 


been  a regular  military  operation  : that  the  fact  was,  then,  unknown, 
th  »t  it  was  only  an  inroad  of  banditti,  winked  at,  it  is  true,  but  without 
any  authority,  legal  or  revolutionary  : that  the  Committee  did  not  even 
suspect  that  the  raiders  were  only  an  organized  band  of  robbers,  com- 
posed only  of  the  floating  population  of  another  Colony. 


V 


' 
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i'iif  < iovt  rnur  of  Connecticut,  regarding  with  rca- 
I'-dc  cnntcinjtt  the  feeble,  if  not  the  hypocritical, 
..uipotirings  of  such  a bashful,  if  not  such  a double- 
fjeed,1  body  aa  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  York 
then  was — at  the  very  moment  when  it  was  consider- 
ing the  proposition  to  send  a letter  to  him,  on  the  ! 
subject  of  tire  raid  which  is  now  under  notice,  it  was  j 
also  balancing  on  the  tight-rope  of  loyalty  to  the  j 
King  and  reconciliation  with  the  Home  Government, 

••  t jU  uq  a subject  that  has  given  great  discontent  to  the  inhabitants  of 
••  (he  City  m nd  County  of  New- York. 

••  \V*»  are  inf  by  a Petition  from  the  Gene  nl  Committee,  that  a j 
■ |f.*ly  of  troops  from  your  Colony  lately  made  a public  entry  into  this  ! 
"»  tty,  at  n-‘"ii-iiay,  and  seized  and  carried  uff  the  types  belonging  to  one  j 
•*of  the  public  printers,  without  any  uutboiity  from  tho  Continental  or  j 
*•  rbis  Congress  or  their  Committee. 

••  \\  hile  we  consider  this  conduct  as  an  insult  offered  to  this  Colony,  we  j 
“are  disposed  to  attribute  it  to  an  imprudent  though  well-intended  zeal 
“ f.*r  the  public  cause. ; and  cannot  entertain  the  most  distant  thought  J 
“ that  your  Colony  will  approve  of  the  measure,  it  is  unnecessary  to  j 
“ use  arguments  to  show  tire  impropriety  of  a proceeding  that  has  a 
“manifest  tendency  to  interrupt  that  harmony  and  union  which,  at 
“present,  happily  subsists  throughout,  and  is  so  essential  to  the  interest  I 
“of  the  whole  Continent.  It  is  our„earneeC  desire  that  you  would  take  j 
“ the  most  effectual  steps  to  prevent  any  of  the  people  of  your  Colony  I 
“ from  entering  into  this,  for  the  like  purposes,  unless  invited  by  our  ; 
“ Provincial  Congress,  a Committee  of  Safety,  or  the  General  Commit- 
“tee  of  one  of  our  Counties,  as  we  cannot  but  consider  such  intrusions 
“as  uu  invasion  of  our  essential  rights,  as  a distinct  Colony  ; and  coin- 
“ mon  justice  obliges  us  to  request  that  you  will  give  orders  that  all  the 
“ types  be  returned  to  the  Chairman  of  the  General  Committee  of  the 
“ City  and  County  of  New-York.  We  beg  you  will  not  consider  this  re- 
quisition as  an  attempt  to  justify  the  in  a a from  whom  the  types  were  ' 
“ tak'  n : we  are  fully  sensible  of  bis  demerits;  but  we  earnestly  wish  j 
“that  the  glory  of  the  present  conte.-t  for  Liberty  may  not  be  sullied  by  , 
“an  attempt  to  restrain  the  Freedom  of  the  Press. 

“ The  same  body  of  troops,  we  are  informed,  seized  tho  Mayor  of  the  j 
“ Borough  of  Westchester,  the  J lector  of  that  Parish,  and  one  of  tho 
“Justices  of  the  County,  and  carried  them  to  your  Colony.  Mr.  Seubury, 

“ we  are  informed,  is  still  detained.  If  such  should  be  the  case,  we  must 
“entieut  your  friendly  interposition  for  his  immediate  discharge  ; the 
“ more  especially  as,  considering  his  ecclesiastical  character,  which,  per- 
“haps,  is  venerated  by  many  friends  to  Liberty,  the  severity  that  has 
“ been  used  towards  him  may  be  subject  to  misconstructions  prejudicial 
“to  the  common  cause,  and  the  more  effectually  to  restrain  such  incur- 
sions which,  if  repeated,  may  be  productive  of  mischief  of  the  most  se- 
“ rious  conseqneuce  ; and,  as  we  would  Le  exceedingly  sorry  to  give 
“room  for  jealousies  among  individuals  in  your  Colony  that  we  are  | 
‘•desirous  to  damp  the  spirit  of  Liberty  or  countenance  any  of  its  j 
“enemies  among  us,  we  propose 'to  apply  to  the  Continental  Congress,  j 
“ not  by  way  of  complaint,  but  for  such  a general  regulation,  on  this  j 
“subject,  as  may  as  well  prevent  such  jealousies  as  auy  future  incur-  i 
‘ sions  by  the  inhabitants  of  either  Colony  into  the  dther,  for  the  appro-  j 
“ heuding  or  pumVbing  any  enemy  or  supposed  enemy  to  the  cause  of  ; 
* lub-  rty,  without  application  to  the  Cong:  ess,  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
“•-•r  the  Commit :ee  uf  the  County  within  the  jurisdiction  of  which  such 
“persous  ;hall  reside,  or  command  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

“ We  are,  Sir,  with  the  utmost  respect  and  esteem, 

“ Your  mo.  obr.  servts. 

“ By  order  of  the  Provincial  Congress. 

“To  the  Honble  Jon  a.  Thi'Mbl’ll,  “ NatiCl  Woophull,  Frtut'L 
" Gov.  of  the  Colony  of  Count  cUcvt." 

1 It  is  proper  to  say,  in  this  connection,  that  tha  insincerity  of  tho  Pro 
vincial  Congress  was  never  inure  boldly  presented  than  in  irs  Order  con- 
cerning the  disposition  which  was  to  bo  made  of  the  letter  which  it  had 
just  ordered  to  be  written  to  the  Governor  of  Connecticut,  in  the  matter 
uf  the  raid  of  Connecticut's  ruffians — instead  of  ordering  it  to  be  forwarded 
to  th"  Governor,  it  “Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  engrossed  and  s gned  | 
“ bv  tho  President,  s » as  to  be  ready  to  be  transmitted,  when  dirdteh."  t 
J • mrnal  of  the  Provincial  Cotujre ss,  “Die  Martis,  3 ho.,  P.  M.,  Deer.  12,  1 

Just  when  the  Congress  li  directed"  it  to  be  “transmitted,”  is  not 
know'll. 
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under  the  leadership  of  Thorans  Smith,  one  of  the 
distinguished  body  of  politic  :il  acrobats  of  that  naiiir  - 
— made  no  reply  whatever  to  its  letter,  until  the  fol- 
lowing June,  when  he  adroitly  turned  the  scale 
against  the  complaining  Provincial  Congress,  by  re- 
minding it  that  the  leader  of  the  banditti  was  a 
resident  of  the  City  of  New  York,3  doing  business  in 
that  City,  and,  also,  a member  of  the  complaining 
Provincial  Congress;  that  lie  was,  therefore,  amena- 
ble, directly,  to  the  Congress  itself,  for  what  he  had' 
done;  and  that  it  was  not  expedient,  then,  to  call  the 
rest  of  the  banditti  to  account* — a conclusion  which 
was  perfectly  reasonable  while  the  complaining  Con- 
gress complacently  permitted  the  leader  of  the  party, 
who  was  the  principal  offender,  to  go  at  large,  within 
its  own  jurisdiction,  without  question  concerning  it. 
The  long  process  of  intercolonial  diplomacy,  on 
what,  in  this  instance,  would  have  been  an  inter- 
esting topic,  had  the  parties  in  that  diplomatic 
correspondence  been  honest  and  consistent,  might 
have  been  productive  of  useful  results;  but  they 
were  neither  consistent  nor  honest;  and,  like  the 
greater  part  of  other  diplomacy,  it  consisted  of  little 
else  than  empty  word*,  really  meaning  nothing  and, 
really,  producing  nothing.5 

While  that  feeble  demonstration  of  her  “ independ- 
c'  ence  and  dignity  ” was  being  presented  by  the  revo- 
lutionary authorities  in  New  York,  and  there  was  no 
other  demonstration,  by  either  the  Colonial  Govern- 
ment or  the  armed  force  which  occupied  the  harbor 
and  commanded  the  City,  the  Rector  of  the  Parish  of 
Westchester,  as  has  been  already  stated,  remained  in 
captivity,  in  the  hands  of  the  banditti  who  had  seized 


2 Vide  page  141,  post. 

2The  notice  of  the  raid  which  was  published  in  The  Co  a vertical  Journal , 
already  copied  into  this  narrative,  clearly  indicated  that  Inoac  Sears 
was  only  a temporary  sojourner  at  New  Haven,  when  be  made  that 
raid. 

* Governor  Trumbull  to  the  President  of  the  Pro  vincial  Con  yr  ess  of  Xeic 
York , “ Hartford,  June  lhtb,  1776.” 

“The  Provincial  Congress  evidently  called  the  attention  of  the  Delega- 
tion in  the  Continental  Congress  to  the  subject,  as  it  promised  to  do, 
in  its  letter  to  Governor  Trumbull ; and  on  the  eleventh  of  January, 
1776,  the  Delegation  wrote.  In  reply:  “ We  highly  applaud  the  spirit, 
‘‘and,  at  the  same  time,  respectful  manner  in  which  you  have  supported 
“the  dignity  and  independence  of  our  Colony,  and  demanded  reparation 
“nn  the  subject  of  the  Connecticut  inroad.  An  interposition,  so  rash, 
“officious,  and  violent  gave  us  great  anxiety,  as  it  was  not  only  a high 
“insult  to  y<>ur  authority,  but  had  a direct  tendency  to  confirm  that  fund 
“spirit  of  jealousy  and  distrust  of  our  eastern  brethren  which  has  done 
“so  much  injury  to  our  cause,  and  which  every  wise*  and  virtuous  patriot 
“should  study  to  suppress.  The  Government  uf  Connecticut,  we  are 
“ persuaded,  will  nut  only  do  you  the  justice  which  you  lmve  required, 
“but  adopt  effectual  means  to  restrain  their  inhabitants  from  similar  at- 
tempts in  future.  In  this  e xpectation,  we  . dial l take  the  liberty 
“ to  defer  the  application  to  Congress  which  you  direct,  until  we  tire- 
“ favoured  with  a copy  of  Governor  Trumbull's  answer  to  your  letter.”" 
(Philip  Livingston,  James  bmtnc , John.  Joy,  Henry  UT.oe-r,  ami  William 
Floyd  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  “PiiiLAPKi.ruiA,  6th  January,  1776.”) 

The  Governor  of  Connecticut  having,  meanwhile,  taken  no  notice 
whatever  of  tho  letter  which  the  Provincial  Congress  hid  written  to- 
him,  in  the  preceding  December,  on  the  8th  of  March,  1776.  the- 
latter  informed  the  Delegation  from  New  York  in  the  Continental 
Congress,  of  that  tact,  (Journal  of  the  Provincial  C<>ugr<  >p  “Pi*?  Veneris* 
“ 10  ho.,  A.M.,  March  8,  1776  ; ”)  but  there  seems  t<»  have  bven  no  ac- 
tion, on  that  subject,  in  the  forum v bod).  th*eu  or  ut  any  other  time. 
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him  ami  curried  him  from  hi*  home;  and  he  was 
thus  held  by  that,  law-defying  gang  of  ruffians,  in  one 
of  the  Capital-towns  of  Connecticut,  in  which  the 
Legislature  was,  then,  in  session,  without  the  slightest 
attempt,  by  the  legally  constituted  Government  of 
that  Colony,  to  interfere,  either  for  the  rescue  of  the 
captive  or  for  the  vindication  of  the  Law  of  the 
land,  which  had  been  indisputably  violated  by  those 
who  held  him.  As  has  been  stated,  the  captive  was 
not  permitted  to  hold  a free  intercourse  with  his 
friends  ; the  use  of  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  unless  for  the 
purpose  of  writing  to  his  family,  was  interdicted  ; and 
his  correspondence  with  his  family  was  subjected  to 
examination  hv  his  captors..  As  a matter  of  favor 
however,  he  was  permitted  to  memorialize  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Colony  within  which  he  was  held  in 
captivity,' although  that  Assembly  had  been  dissolved 
by  Proclamation  of  the  Governor, six  days  previously; 
and,  because  that  Memorial  is  a portion  of  tire  revolu- 
tionary literature,  of  Westchester-county,  to  say- 
nothing  of  its  importance  as  an  authority  in  history, 
a place  for  it  may  he  properly  found  in  the  text  of 
this  narrative.1  It  was  in  the  following  words: 

“To  the  Honorable  General  Assembly  of  the 
“ Gov.  and  Company  or  the  Colony  of  Cox- 

“ NECTIC'UT,  NOW  SITTING  IN  New  HaVEN,  IN- 
LAID Colony,  by  special  Order  of  his 
“ Honor,  the  Governor. 

“The  Memorial  of  Samuel  Seabury,  Clerk,  A.M., 
“ Rector  of  the  Parish  of  West  Chester,  in  the  County 
“ of  West  Chester  and  Province  of  New  York,  humbly 
“showeth: — 

“That  on  Wednesday,  the  22d  day  of  November 
“last,  your  Memorialist  was  seized  at  a house  in 
“ West  Chester  where  he  taught  a grammar  school,  by 
“a  company  of  armed  men,  to  the  number,  as  he 
“supposes,  of  about  forty;  that  after  being  carried  to 
“his  own  house  and  being  allowed  time  to  send  for 
“his  horse,  he  was  forced  away  on  the  road  to  Kings- 
“bridge,  but  soon  meeting  another  company  of 
“armed  men,  they'  joined  and  proceeded  to  East 
“ Chester. 

“That  a person  styled  Captain  Lothrop  ordered 
“ your  Memorialist  to  be  seized.  That  after  the  two 
“companies  joined,  the  command  appeared  to  your 
“Memorialist  to  be  in  Captain  Isaac  Sears,  and  the 
“whole  number  of  men  to  he  about  one  hundred. 
“That  from  East  Chester  your  Memorialist,  in  com- 


1 A portion  of  this  notable  paper  was  published  by  Ilinman,  in  his 
Historical  f.'oUi'rtoo)*  of  the  part  tni&hiintd  la/  Connecticut  dnrinj  the  War  nr 
the  Herniation,  (pages  o-48-io  1 .)  Itev.  E.  E.  Beardsley,  I).l)  , in  his  Li/e 
and  Correspondence  of  the  liojht  Reverend  Samuel  ,S eubunj,  Ij.D.,  (Second 
Edition,  30-42,)  published  uh  nearly  a complete  and  accurate  copy  of  it 
as  th<<st>  who  printed  his  hook  would  permit  him  to  givi*  to  his  readers. 
It  is  believed  that,  with  his  kind  inssistance,  we  have  the  privilege  of 
laving  an  entirely  accurate  and  complete  copy  of  the  original  manu- 
script before  our  readers,  from  the  copy  of  that  original  which  w:ls  fur- 
nished to  him  by  (.'hades  J.  Hotidley,  the  Librarian  of  thetstute  Library, 
at  Flartf  »rd,  the  custodian  of  that  paper. 


“puny  with  Jonathan  Fowler,  Esq.,  of  East  Chester, 
“mid  N it lil  Underhill,  Esq.,  ot  West  Chester,  was 
“sent  uruicr  a guard  of  about  twenty  armed  mc-rr  t.» 
“ Horsem-ck,-1 3  and  on  the  Monday  following  was 
“ brought  t"  ibis  town  and  carried  in  triumph  through 
“ a great  part  of  it,  accompanied  by  a large  number 
v of  men  <.n  Imrsback  and  iri  carriages,  chiefly  armed. 
“ That  the  whole  company  arranged  themselves  before 
“the  house  of  Captain  Sears.  That  after  firing  two 
“cannon  and  huzzaing,  your  Memorialist  was  sent 
“ under  a guard  of  fimr  or  five  men  to  the  house  of 
“ Mrs.  Lyman,  where  he  has  ever  since  been  kept 
“under  guard.  That  during  this  time  your  Memor- 
“ ialist  hath  been  prevented  from  enjoying  a free  inter- 
“ course  with  his  friends;  forbidden  to  visit  some  of 
“ them,  though  in  company  with  his  guard;  prohibited 
“ from  reading  prayers  in  the  church,  and  in  perform- 
“ ing  any  part  of  divine  service,  though  invited  by 
“the  Ilev.  Mr.  Hubbard  so  to  do;  interdicted  the  use 
“of  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  except  for  the  purpose  of 
“ writing  to  his  family,  and  then  it  was  required  that 
“ his  letters  should  he  examined  and  licensed  before 
“they  were  sent  off;  though  on  Friday  last.  Captain 
“Sears  condescended  that  your  Memorialist  should 
“be  indulged  in  writing  a Memorial  to  this  Hon. 
“Assembly.  That  your  Memorialist  hath  received 
“ but  one  letter  from  his  family  since  he  has  been 
“under  confinement,  and  that  was  delivered  to  him 
“ open, though  brought  by  the  post. 

“ Your  Memorialist  begs  leave  further  to  represent, 
“ that  he  iiath  heard  a verbal  account  that  one  of  his 
“ daughters  was  abused  and  insulted  by  some  of  the 
“ people  when  at  his  house  on  the  22d  of  November. 
“That  a bayonet  was  thrust  through  her  cap,  and  her 
“cap  thereby  tore  from”  [her]  “head.  That-  the 
“ handkerchief  about  her  neck  was  pierced  by  a bay- 
“ onet,  both  before  and  behind.  That  a quilt  in  the 
“frame  on  which  the  daughters  of  your  Memorialist 
“ were  at  work  was  so  cut  and  pierced  with  bayonets 
“as  to  be  rendered  useless.  That  while  your  Memo- 
“rialist  was  waiting  for  his  horse,  on  the  said  22d  day 
“of  November,  the  people  obliged  the  wife  of  your 
“Memorialist  to  open  his  desk,  where  they  examined 
“his  papers,  part  of  the  time  in  presence  of  your 
“Memorialist.  That  he  had  in  a drawer  in  the  desk 
“three  or  four  dollars  and  a few  pieces  of  small  si  1- 
“ ver.  That  he  hath  heard  that  only  an  English 
“shilling  and  three  or  four  coppers  were  found  in  the 
“drawers  after  he  was  brought  away.  That  your 
“ Memorialist  thinks  this  not  improbable,  as  Jonathan 
“ Fowler,  Esq.,  informed  him  that  a new  beaver  bat.  a 
“ silver-mounted  horsewhip,  and  two  silver  spoons  were 
“carried  off  from  his  house  on  said  clay.  Mr.  Mcloy, 
“also,  of  this  town,  informed  your  Memorialist  that 

2 It  will  bo  observed  that  Mr.  Svabiirv  did  not  regard  hid  captors  as 
“troops”  or  “ Li_jht  Horse’*  or  military  men,  of  any  class:  he  evi- 
dently -considered  them  as  what  are  known  os4*  irregulars;*’  and,  for 
that  reason,  called  them  only  “armed  men.” 

3 Horse  Keck  of  that  period  is  West  Greenwich  of  this. 
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■ In.1,  tlie  s.ii'l  Mt'loy,  h:ul  Ihiti  .imiseJ  by  some  peo- 
j.;.-  of  |ioiiitiri'_'  a liayotict  at  t.ho  breast  of  a.  daughter 
■■  of  yuiir  Memorialist, desiring  your  .Memorialist  to  tyx- 
".  ulpate  him  from  the  charge,  to  which  request  your 
Memorialist  replied  that  he  was  not  at  his  house  but 
"at  hi-  school  house  when  the  affair  was  said  to  have 
“happened;  hut  that  a daughter  of  your  Memorialist 
met  him  as  he  was  brought  from  the  school  house, 
“and  told  him  that  one  of  the  men  had  pushed  a 
“ bavonct  against  her  breast  and  otherwise  insulted 
her  ; and  your  Memorialist  remembers  that  when 
" he  left  his  house  in  the  morning  his  daughter  had  a 
“cap  on,  hut  when  she  met  him  near  the  school 
house  she  had  none  on  and  her  hair  was  hanging 
“over  her  shoulders. 

“ Your  Memorialist,  also,  begs  leave  further  to 
“ represent  that  after  he  had  been  eight  or  ten  days 
“at  New  Haven,  he  was  carried  by  Mr.  Jonathan 
“ Mix,  to  whose  care  he  was  committed,  to  the  house 
“of  Mr.  Beers,  innkeeper,  in  said  town,  where  were 
“Captain  Sears,  Captain  Lothrop,  Mr.  Brown,  and 
“some  others,  whose -names  lie  did  not  know  or  does 
“ not  recollect.  That  several  questions  were  asked 
“ him,  to  some  of  which  he  gave  the  most  explicit 
“answers,  but  perceiving  some  insidious  design 
“against  him  by  some  of  the  questions,  he  refused  to 
“ answer  any  more.  That  Captain  Seal's  then  ob- 
“ served  to  him,  if  he  understood  him  right,  that  they 
“did  uot  intend  to  release  him,  nor  to. make  such  a 
“compromise  with  him ’as  had  been  made  with  Judge 
“Fowler  and  Mr.  Underhill,1  but  to  keep  him  a pris- 
oner till  the  unhappy  disputes  between  Great 
“Britain  and  America  were  settled.  That  whatever 
“your Memorialist  might  think,  what  they  had  done 
“ they  would  take  upon  themselves  and  support. 
“ That  your  Memorialist  then  asked  an  explicit  de- 
“ claration  of  the  charges  against  him,  and  was  told 
“that  the  charges  against  him  were: — 

“That  he,  your  Memorialist,  had  entered  into  a 
“combination  with  six  or  seven  others  to  seize  Cap- 
“tain  Sears  as  lie  was  passing  through  the  county  of 
“ West  Chester,  and  convey  him  on  board  a man-of- 
“ war. 


“ That  your  Memorialist  had  signed  a.  Protest  at  the 
“ White  Plains,  in  the  county  of  West  Chester, 
“against  the  proceedings  of  the  Continental  Con- 
“ gress. 

“That  your  Memorialist,  had  neglected  to  open  his 
“church  on  the  day  of  the  Continental  Fast. 

“And  that  he  had  written  pamphlets  and  m-ws- 
“ papers  against  the  liberties  of  America. 

“To  the  first  and  last  of  these  charges  your 
Memorialist  pleads  not  guilty,  and  will  be  ready  to  j 
“vindicate  his  innocence,  as  soon  as  he  shall  be 
“ restored  to  his  liberty  in  that  province  to  which  only  I 
“ he  conceives  himself  to  he  amenable.2  He  considers  i 


1 Vide  ^gc»  l'ig  1 Vi,  aut.‘, 

• our  early  niauliood,  after  a careltil  examination  of  all  the  evidence  j 

Pi 


I “it  a high  infringement  of  the  liberty  for  which  the 
j “ virtuous  sons  of  America  arc  now  nobly  struggling, 
“ to  be  carried  by  force  <>ut  of  one  colony  into 
j “another,  for  the  sake  either  of  trial  or  imprison- 

whit  !i  Wits  Accessible  to  us,  we  reached  the  conclusions  that  the  celebra- 
ted political  tract#  of  ‘‘A.  W.  Faijmer”  [«  Wettcluttcr  Farmer]  which 
were  published  in  1774,  and  which  created  such  an  intense  excitement 
among  the  revolutionary  faction,  were  written  by  I.-;uic  Wilkins*  of 
1 \Vostrh»**d»?rt  and  not  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Seabury,  also  of  Westchester, 
to  whom  they  had  been  generally  attributed.  Several  years  afterwards, 
those  conclusions  secured  the  respect  and  deference  of  on*'  whose  respect 
and  deference,  in  such  matters,  were  distinctions  of  which  any  one 
might  have  been  reasonably  proud,  (Hixf->rv:al  Mag-viine,  New  Series, 
iii.,  ‘J — January,  1808  ;)  and  we  have  not  since  soon  the  slightest  reason 
for  revising  our  early  judgment,  in  that  much  cauvassed  question  of 
autliorship. 

Within  a few  months  after  the  publication  of  those  notable  political 
essays,  the  satirist,  John  Trumbull,  wrote  his  versified  version  of  Gen- 
eral Gage’s  Proclamation  of  the  twelfth  of  June,  1775,  in  which,  in  the 
following  lines,  the  well-informed  author  of  that  well-written  piece  very 
clearly  indicated  the  person  who,  at  that  early  date,  was  recognized  as 
the  detested  ‘;A.  W.  Farmer  : ” 

“ What  disappointments  aid  and  bilkings, 

“Awaited  poor  departing  W s ; 

, “ What  wild  confusion,  rout  and  hobble,  you 

“ Made  with  his  fanner,  1 )on  A.  W.“ 

(Trumbull's  Origin  of  3Tc Fiugul,  Zlt  32;)  and  withhtwx  months  after 
Trumbull’#  publication,  Samuel  Seabury,  in  that  portion  of  his  Manorial 
I to  the  General  Assembly  of  Connecticut  which  is  now  under  notice,  added 
his  very  clear,  very  precise,  and  \ery  unequivocal  testimony,  on  the  same 
interesting  question.  With  these  two  independent  pieces  of  evidence 
before  him,  the  reader  may  easily  ascertain  with  how  much  of  accuracy 
that  early  judgment  was  formed. 

We  are  uot  unacquainted,  also,  with  a paper,  entitled  The  Went  Chester 
Farmer,  written  by  I).  Williams,  and  published  in  The  Magazine  of  A nier- 
| icon  llisimj , viii.,  117 — February,  1882.  It  contains  what  purports  to 
have  been  an  unsigned  draft  of  a Memorial  Supposed  to  have  been 
addressed,  or  intended  to  have  been  addressed,  by  Samuel  Seabury,  sev- 
eral years  after  the  occurrences  now  under  consideration,  to  the  Commis- 
sioners fer  adjusting  the  losses  of  the  Loyal  Refugees,  in  which  draft  of  a 
Memorial  he  claimed,  if  the  paper  is  not  something  else  than  what  it 
purports  to  have  been,  to  have  been  the  sole  author  of  the  “A.  W. 
“Farmer”  tracts,  as  well  us  of  various  other  tracts  and  publications. 
But  we  are  constrained  to  say  that,  whether  the  paper  is  what  it  purports 
! to  have,  been  or  not,  and  whether  it  was  copied  and  delivered  to  the 
Commissioners  or  not,  of  both  of  which  we  have  grave  doubts,  there  are 
evidences  within  itself  of  its  entire  untrustvvortliiness,  in  its  recital  of 
known  facts.;  that  we  do  uot  believe,  therefore,  that  it  was  writteu  by 
I Samuel  Seabury,  carefully  and  deliberately,  if  he  really  wrote  it ; and 
that  we  need  more  evidence  than  we  have  yet  seen,  that  he  was  capable 
of  deliberately  and  understand ingly  telling  or  writing  unqualified  false- 
hoods, for  any  purpose,  either  while  he  was  in  New  Haven,  in  1775-0,  or 
in  Loud  n,  after  he  had  received  his  Doctor’s  degree  from  Oxford  Uni- 
versity, several  veal’s  afterwards. 

In  view*  i f the  fact,  if  it  is  a fact,  which  Mr.  Williams  has  1 oj  ied  from 
Boucher's  S-na  ■»/*.•>,  that  a pension  was  granted  to  some  other  person  for 
having  done  w luit,  in  this  paper,  was  said  to  have  been  done  bv  .-seabury, 
it  is  very  evident  the  British  Government  preferred  t<»  bela-ve  that  Sam- 
uel Seabury  was  .not  the  author  of  the  “ A.  W.  Farmer  ' tracts  nor  of 
the  other  publications  named. in  that  draft  of  a Memorial,  referred  to  in 
Mr.  William's  paper  ; and  that  it  acted,  accordingly. 

We  are  not  insensible  of  the  fact  that  a great-grandson  of  Samuel  Sea- 
bury, in  a paper  which  was  published  in  Th>-  American  Qau  tcrly  thurch 
Review,  for  April,  1881,  without  any  supporting  testimony  which  any 
Bench  in  the  country  would  have  received  as  evidence,  in  any  case,  un- 
dertook the  ungracious  task  of  showing,  by  argument,  that  Samuel  Sea- 
bury was  not  sincere,  when  he  wrote  i lie  disclaimer  which  is  now  under 
notice  ; that  his  words,  on  the  matter  of  his  alleged  authorship  of  the 
political' pamphlets  and  newspaper  articles  re  ferret  l to,  were  artfully  iu- 
b nded  to  mislead  the  General  Assembly,  beneficially  to  himself;  and 
that,  in  fact,  notwithstanding  what  he  and  others  had  said  and  written 
to  the  contrary,  Samuel  Seal >ury  w.is  really  the  author  of  the  “A.  W. 
“Farmer*’  tracts  ! We  must  be  excused,  however,  for  dissenting  from 
| the  conclusions  of  this  younger  member  of  the  Seabury  family,  and  for 
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nient.  Mint  he  .be  jndred  l>y  th-  laws  r.f  * ia  ..  -i- 
Cllt,  t‘»  which  :•<  an  i i : 1 : a’  ■ i ' . ■ ’ 1 1 iff  \ . \ ,.rk  Ilf 


“owed  no  obedience?  or  by  the  laws  ot  that  colon  v 
“in  which  lie  has  been  near  twenty  years  a resident? 
“or,  if  the  regulations  of  Congress  be  attended  to, 
“ must  he  be  dragged  from  the  committee  of  his  own 
“county, and  irom  the  Congress  of  his  own  province, 
“ cut  otf  from  the  intercourse  of  his  friends,  deprived 
“ of  the  benefit  of  those  evidences  which  may  lie 
“ necessary  for  the  vindication  of  his  innocence,  and 
“judged  by  strangers  to  him,  to  his  character,  and 
“ to  the  circumstances  of  his  general  conduct  in  life? 

“One  great  grievance  justly  complained  of  by  the 
“people  of  America,  and  which  they  are  now  strug- 
gling against,  is  the  Act  of  Parliament  directing 
“persons  to  be  carried  from  America  to  England  for 
“a  trial.  And  your  Memorialist  is  confident  that  the 
“supreme  legislative  authority  in  this  colony  will  not 
“permit  him  to  be  treated  in  a manner  so  destructive 
“ to  that  liberty  for  which  they  are  now  contending. 
“If your  Memorialist  is  to  be  dealt  with  according  to 
“ law,  he  conceives  that  the  la  ws  of  Connecticut,  as 
“well  as  of  New  York,  forbid  the  imprisonment  of 
“ his  person  any  otherwise  than  according  to  law.  If 
“ he  is  to  be  judged  according  to  the  regulations  of  the 
“ Congress,  they  have  ordained  the  Provincial  Con- 
“gress  of  New  York  or  the  Committee  of  the  county 
“ of  West  Chester,  to  be  his  judges.  Neither  the 
“laws  of  either  colony  nor  the  regulations  of  the 
“ Congress  give  any  countenance  to  the  mode  of 
“ treatment  which  he  has  met  with.  But  considered 
“ in  either  light,  he  conceives  it  must  appear  imjwst, 
“cruel,  arbitrary,  and  tyrannical} 


I 


retaining  our  own  well-considered  opinion  that  Samuel  Seubury  was 
nothing  else  than  a learned,  sincere,  truthful,  honorable,  and  fearless 
man,  incapable  of  such  dishonorable  trickery  as  has  been  attributed  to 
him.  Others  are  at  liberty,  of  course,  to  think  differently. 

1 The  reader  of  the  two  preceding  paragraphs,  in  which  the  captive  re- 
sponded to  the  first  and  fourth  of  the  charges  which  his  captors  had  pre- 
sented against  him,  cannot  fail  to  find  evidence,  of  the  highest  character, 
that,  in  his  political  opinions,  Samuel  Seabury  was,  at  that  time,  as  he 
had  previously  been,  in  exact  accord  with  Isaac  WilkiuS  and  Frederic 
Philips©,  also  of  Westchester-county  ; and  that  he  was  ami  had  been  in 
accord  with  the  great  body  of  Americans,  believing  and  maintaining  that 
the  Home  Government  had  invaded  the  personal  and  political  rights  of 
the  Colonists  ; that  the  .latter  had  just  reason  for  complaints  and  opposi- 
tion to  the  Colonial  ami  Home  Governments,  because  of  those  gnc\ances  ; 
that  the  Colonists  were  justified  in  their  opposition  to  those  obnoxious 
measures  and  to  those  who  enacted  and  promoted  the  execution  of  them, 
as  far  as  that  opposition  involved  no  violation  ot  the  Rights  of  Persons 

or  Properties  nor  of  i ho  Laws  of  the  Land;  ami  that  the  Continental 
Congress  of  1771,  until  it  passed  beyond  the  prescribed  limits  of  its 

authority,  as  that  authority  had  been  specifically  defined  by  its  constitu-  j 
ent  Colonies,  and  until  it  assumed  the  unwarranted  authority  of  legisla-  j 
tion,  thereby  closing  the  open  door  of  reconciliation  with  the  Mother 
Country,  for  the  promotion  of  which  it  had  been  expressly  un  i solely  con-  ; 
sti  tilted,  was  worthy  of  the  respect  and  support  which  were  given  to  ir,  , 
by  nearly  every  one,  in  the  Colony.  In  common  with  the  great  body  uf  ; 
the  Colonists,  throughout  the  entire  seaboard,  he  was  sincere  in  his  con-  j 
victions  that  the  Colonies  were  suffering  from  the  wrongs  which  had  j 
been  inflicted  on  them  by  the  Mother  Country  ; and  he  was  willing  to  j 
'resort  to  all  lawful  means  for  their  relief.  Hut  when  the  entire  nm- *  1 * 
chim  ry  of  the  party  of  the  Opposition  \\;is  seized  by  tlu»o  who  only  , 
cared  for  the  offices  which  they  could  secure  and  for  the  promotion  of  • 
only  a factional  struggle  for  the  control  of  the  political  power  of  t lie  | 
Colony,  he  preferred  to  remain  among  the  conservatives,  and  to  act,  if  ‘ 


“With  regard  to  the  second  charge,  viz. : That 
“your  Memorialist  signed  a Protest  against  the  pro- 
“ eet'ditiL'-  , . t‘  the  Congress,  he  begs  leave  to  state  the 
“ fact  ns  it  really  is.  The  General  Assembly  of  the 
“proviuco  of  New  York,  in  their  sessions  last  winter, 
“determined  to  send  a petition  to  the  king,  a 
“ memorial  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and  a remonstrance 
“to  the  House  of  Commons,  upon  the  subject  of 
“American  grievances;-  and  the  members  of  the 
“house,  at  bust  many  of  them,  as  your  Memorialist 
“ was  informed,  recommended  it  to  their  constituents 
“to  he  quiet  till  the  issue  of  those  applications  should 
“be  known.  Some  time  in  the  beginning  of  April,  as 
“your  M moriaiist  thinks,  the  people  were  invited  to 
“ meet  at  the  White  Plains  to  choose  delegates  for  a 
“Provincial  Congress.  Many  people  there  assembled 
“ were  averse  from  the  measure.  They,  however,  gave 
“no  other  opposition  to  the  choice  of  delegates  than 
“ signing  a Protest.  This  Protest  your  Memorialist 
“signed  in  company  with  two  members  of  the  assem- 
bly,  and  above  three  hundred  other  people.3  Your 
“Memorialist  had  not  a thought  of  acting  against  the 
“liberties  of  America.  lie  did  not  conceive  it  to  be 
“a  crime  to  support  the  measures  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  measures  which  he  then  hoped 
“ and  expected  would  have  good  effect  by  inducing  a 
“change  of  conduct  in  regard  to  America.  3Iore 
“than  eight  months  have  now  passed  since  your 
“ Memorialist  signed  the  Protest.  If  his  crime  was 
“of  so  atrocious  a kind,  why  was  he  suffered  to 
“remain  so  long  unpunished?  or  why  should  he  be 
“now  singled  out  from  more  than  three  hundred,  to 
“endure  the  unexampled  punishment  of  captivity 
“and  unlimited  confinement? 

“ The  othercrimealleged  against  your  Memorialist  is 
“ that  he  neglected  to  open  his  church  on  the  day  of  the 
“.Continental  Fast.  To  this  he  begs  leave  to  answer : 
“That  he  had  no  notice  of  the  day  appointed  but 
“ from  common  report : That  he  received  no  order 
“ relative  to  said  day  either  from  any  Congress  or 
“ committee:  That  he  cannot  think  himself  guilty  of 
“ neglecting  or  disobeying  an  order  of  Congress, 
“ which  order  was  never  signified  to  him  in  any  way  : 


ho  acted  in  ’.my  jnjlitiVal  in  •vtincut,  with  the  conservative  rather  than 
with  the  revolutionary  faction  of  the  party  of  the  Opposition. 

Whatever  lie  may  have  subsequently  become,  ami  the  persecutions  to 
which  he  was  subjected  by  those  of  the  opposite  faction  of  the  Opposi- 
tion would  have  soured  the  most  amiable  of  dispositions  and  have  trans- 
foimed  those  who  were  more  opposed  to  the  Government  than  he  into 
active  “ friends  of  the  Government, ” when  this  Manorial  was  written, 
and  previously  thereto,  Samuel  Sea bury,  like  Isaac  Wilkins  and  Frederic 
Philips©  and  the  l>e  Lanceys  and  the  great  body  of  the  farmers  of  "West- 
ell ester-county  and  those  who  were  not  seekers  for  offices  and  official 
power  and  official  emoluments"  everywhere,  as  far  ns  they  were  poeti- 
cally inclim-d,  iu  any  direction,  were  unchanged,  conservative  members 
of  the  earlier  party  of  the  Opposition  to  the  existing,  governing  Ministry, 
without  either  pretending  to  be  or  being,  in  the  slightest  degree,  what 
were  then  known,  distinctively,  as  “friends  of  the  Government,'*  orwhat 
have  subsequently  become  known  by  the  technical  term,  as  offensive  as 
it  was  distinctive,  of  “Tories.” 

- Vide  pages  55,  56,  ante. 
a Vide  pages  71-71,  ante. 
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'•'Hint  a com  plaint  wiis  exhibited  against  your 
"Memorialist  to  tin;  Provincial  Congress  of  New 
1 ork,  by  Captain  Scar.',  soon  alter  the  neglect  with 
••  which  he  i'  charged,  and  that  alter  the  matter  was 
" fully  debated,  the  complaint  was  dismissed:  1 That 
“ he  conceives  it  to  he  erne!,  arbitrary,  and  in  the 
highest  degree  unjust,  after  his  supposed  offense  has 
‘•been  examined  before  the  proper  tribunal,  to  be 
••  draj/ed  like  a felon  seventy  miles  from  home,  and 
“ ac'aiti  impeached  ot  the  same  crime.  At  this  rate 
“ of  proceeding,  should  he  be  acquitted  at  New 
“Haven,  he  may  [6e]  forced  seventy  miles  farther, 
and  so  on  \\  ithout  end. 

“Further  your  Memorialist  begs  leave  to  repre- 
sent: That  he  has  a wife  and  six  children,  to 
“ whom  he  owes,  both  from  duty  and  affection,  pro- 
“ tection,  support,  and  instruction.  That  his  family 
“ in  a great  measure  depend,  under  the  providence  of 
“God,  upon  his  daily  care  for  their  daily  bread. 
“ That  there  are  several  families  at  West  Chester 
“ who  depend  ou  his  advice  as  a physician,  to  which 
“ profession  he  was  bred.  That  as  a clergyman  he 
“ has  the  care  of  the  towns  of  East  and  West  Chester. 
“ That  there  is  not-  now  a clergyman  of  any  denom- 
“ ination  nearer  than  nine  miles  from  the  place  of 
“ his  residence,  and  but  one  within  that  distance 
“ without  crossing  the  Sound  ; so  that  in  liis  absence 
“ there  is  none  xo  officiate  to  the  people  in  any 
“ religious  service,  to  visit  the  sick,  or  bury  the  dead. 

“Your  Memorialist  also  begs  leave  to  observe: 
“That  in  order  to  discharge  some  debts  which  the 
“ necessity  of  his  affairs  formerly  obliged  him  to  ccm- 
“ tract,  he,  about  a year  ago,  opened  a grammar 
“ school,2  and  succeeded  so  far  as  to  make  it  worth 
“ one  hundred  pounds,  York  money,  for  the  year 
“ past.  That  he  was  in  a fair  way  of  satisfying  his 
“creditors  and  freeing  himself  from  a heavy  incum- 
“ brance.  That  he  had  five  young  gentlemen  from 
“ the  Island  of  Jamaica,  one  from  Montreal,  four 
“ children  of  gentlemen  now  in  England,  committed 
“to  his  care,  among  others  from  New  York  and  the 
“ country.  That  he  apprehends  his  school  to  be 
“ broken  up  and  his  scholars  dispersed,  probably 
“ some  of  them  placed  at  other  schools,  and  that  it 
“may  he.  difficult,  if  not  impracticable,  again  to 
“recover  them.  That  if  there  should  be  no  other 
“ impediment,  yet  if  the  people  of  West  Chester  are  to 

*Tlie  ruffianly  loader  of  the  banditti  who  seized  Samuel  Seabury  and 
destroy »*d  or  carried  away  the  property  of  Janies  Rivington,  had  had  a 
public  controversy  with  the  latter,  and  had  l>een  most  ignomiuiously 
defeated,  (deLancey’s  Notes  on  Jones’s  History  of  New  York  /hiring  Oie 
Iitrolut  ionary  War , i.,  561-566.)  The  text  of  the  Memorial  of  Samuel 
Seabury,  in  this  place,  indicated  that  the  same  disreputable  habitue  of 
Jasper  Drake's  Beckman’s  Slip  unlicensed  alehouse  had  also  had  a 
political  tilt  with  the  Rector  of  Sr.  Peter's  Church’,  in  Westchester,  with 
a similar  result.  The  reader  may  gather  from  those  facts,  without  re- 
porting to  that  general  fact  of  the  disappointment  of  S^ai-s,  in  his*  ram- 
hl»*  for  “ a high  office  iu  the  American  Navy,”  of  which  Bancroft  has 
nidd«*  mention,  just  what  was  the  reason  tint  thar  ruffian  was  so 
/.♦•alone,  in  his  pursuit  of  the  two  who  had  so  signally  defeated  him. 

2 Vide  pages  1*28, 150,  ante. 


“ he  liable  to  such  treatment  as  your  Memorialist  hath 
“ lately  endured,  no  person  will  he  willing  to  trti't 
“ his  children  there.  That  in  this  case,  your  Memor- 
“ ialist  must  lie  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  his  creditors 
“ to  secure  him  from  a jail,  or  must  part  with  every- 
thing he  has  to  satisfy  their  just  demands. 

“ Your  Memorialist,  thinking  it  his  duty  to  use  all 
“lawful  and  honorable  means  to  free  himself  from 
“ his  present  confinement,  mentioned  his  case  to  the 
“judges  of  the  superior  court  lately  sitting  in  this 
“town.  Those  honorable  gentlemen- thought  it  a 
“case  not  proper  for  them  to  interfere  in;  he  has, 
“ therefore,  no  remedy,  hut  in  the  interposition  of  the 
“ Honorable  House  of  Assembly. 

“ To  them  he  looks  for  relief  from  the  heavy  hand 
“ of  oppression  and  tyranny.  He  hopes  and  expects 
“that  they  will  dismiss  him  from  his  confinement, 
“and  grant  him  their  protection,  while  he  passes 
“ peaceably  through  the  colony.  He  is  indeed 
“accused  of  breaking  the  rules  of  the  Continental 
“ Congress.  He  thinks  he  can  give  a good  account 
“ of  his  conduct,  such  as  would  satisfy  reasonable 
“and  candid  men.  He  is  certain  that  nothing  can 
“be  laid  to  his  charge  so  repugnant  to  the  regula- 
tions of  the  Congress,  <os  the  conduct  of  those 
“people  who  in  an  arbitrary  and  hostile  manner 
“ forced  him  from  his  house,  and  have  kept  him  now 
“four  weeks  a prisoner  without  any  means  or  pros- 
“ pect  of  relief.  He  has  a higher  opinion  of  the 
“candor,  justice,  and  equity  of  the  Honorable  House 
“of  Assembly,  and  shall  they  incline  to  inquire  more 
“ minutely  into  the  affair,  he  would  be  glad  to  ap- 
“ pear  at  the  bar  of  their  house,  and  answer  for  him- 
“ self;  or  to  he  permitted  to  have  counsel  to  answer 
“ for  him ; or,  in  such  way  as  they  in  their  wisdom 
“shall  think  best,  to  grant  him  relief.  And  your 
“ Memorialist,  as  iu  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray. 

“ S amu it i.  Seabury. 

“Dated  in  New  Haven  the  20th  day  of  Decem- 
“ber,  1775.” 

Three  days  after  this  spirited  Memorial  was  written 
_■ — there  is  no  record  that  it  was  ever  laid  before  a 
General  Assembly3— as  the  brave  Memorialist  subse- 

3 We  fire  not  insensible  of  the  fact  that  Hiiiman,  in  his  Historical  C<  l - 
Ice  tv.  jis  of  the  part ■saMained  by  Connecticut  during  the  War  of  the  R-:e>lntirt\ 
{page  548,)  stated  that  Samuel  Seabury  “brought  his  petition  on  the 
“20th  day  of  December,  1770.*  to  the  General  A-vinbly  of  Connecticut, 
“then  sitting  at  New  Haven  ; ” and,  further,  {page  551,)  that  “ the  peti- 
tion, in  the  Assembly,  was  referred  to  a Joint  Committee  of  the  two 
“ Houses,  with  William  Samuel  Johnson,  Ks*].,  as  Chairman,  who  re- 
ported that  a letter  had  been  received  from  the  President  of  the  New 
“York  Cougress,  on  the  subject ; and  that  to  answer  said  letter,  a pub- 
“ lie  hearing  should  be  had  before  both  Houses  of  said  Assembly/’  We 
are  not  insensible,  also,  that  Mr.  Seabury  addressed  his  Mem  a'hil  " To 
“the  Honorable  the  General  Assembly  * * * now  sitting  iu  New 
“ Haven,  in  said  Colony,  by  special  Order  of  his  Honor,  flic  Governor,” 
{vide  page  156,  ante.)  But  the  Journal  of  that  Special  o.ill  .-d  by 

the  Governor,  and  sitting  at  New  Haven,  shows  “ the  General  Assembly 
“ was  adjourned  by  Proclamation,  ou  the  14th  day  of  December,  1775  ; ” 
and  that  there  was  uu  other  Session  of  the  .Assembly,  from  the  lart-  r 

* Thus  stated  ill  that  work. 
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quently  stated,  “the  gang  who  took  ” [him]  “ j . ri  ' 
“ oner  tliuiiL'ht  proper  to  w ithdraw  their  guard  and 
“let"  [/(///( J "return  ’ to  his  desolated  home.1 

It  was  not  pretended  that  either  the  executive,  or  the 
Legislative,  or  the  Judicial  authorities  Of  the  Colony 
of  Connecticut,  none  of  whom  had  been  disturbed  tiv 
the  revolutionary  element  within  that  Cklonv  and 
all  of  whom  were  enabled  to  discharge  all  their  1 
legitimate  functions,  had  made  the  slightest  move- 
ment for  the  relief  or  for  the  release  of  the  captive, 
who,  during  the  preceding  nearly  five  weeks,  had 
been  held  in  captivity,  with  the  entire  knowledge  j 
and  acquiescence  and  in  the  presence  of  each  of  those  i 
several  departments  of  the  Colonial  Government,  in  ! 
one  of  the  Capital-Towns  of  the  Colony.  It  was  not  ■ 
pretended  that  any  one  of  the  seventeen  banditti,  j 
residents  of  the  Town  of  New  Haven  and  known  to  j 
all  in  authority,  had  been  called  to  account,  by  any  j 
one  in  authority,  for  their  flagrant  violation  of  the 
Law  of  the  land.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  evident  that 
his  captors  had  become  tired,  since  they  found  that 
an  able  and -courageous  prisoner,  such  as  Samuel 
Seabury  was,  was  not  likely  to  be  useful  to  either  the  j 
general  cause  of  the  Rebellion  or  to  those  w ho  held 
him  ; and,  therefore,  without  any  official  action  which 
has  been  recorded,  either  by  the  official  pens  or  by 
the  traditional  stylus  of  history — just  as  similar  | 
political  prisoners,  within  the  memory  of  living  men,  J 
have  been  informally  and  unceremoniously  ejected  I 
from  places  in  which  they  had  been  lawlessly  con- 
fined  by  warrant  of  no  other  mittimus  than  the  naked  | 
ipse  dixit  of  reckless  and  law-defying  political  dema-  j 
gogues  possessing  a revolutionary  power  to  issue  such 
orders — the  guards  which  had  barred  the  outlet  from 
his  improvised  prison  were  removed;  the  doors  were 
opened;  and  he  was  permitted  to  depart,  without 
hindrance,  and  to  return,  w ithout  molestation,  to  his 
home  and  family. 

He  reached  Westchester,  on  his  return,  on  the  sec- 
ond of  January,  1 7 7 G ; ^ but  his  private  affairs  were 
very  much  disturbed;  3 his  School,  on  which  he  large- 
ly depended  for  the  payment  of  his  debts  and  for  the  j 
more  comfortable  support  of  his  family,  was  broken  I 
up;4  his  present  means  were  very  limited — the  ex-  j 
pense  of  his  month’s  confinement,  in  the  hands  of  the  j 
banditti,  had  amounted  to  the  very  large  sum  ot  ten  i 
pounds  sterling” — his  papers  were  so  much  scattered  j 


date  until  the  second  Thursday  of  the  following  May,  see  the  same 
// istoriad  ( 'ulluclirm.'i,  etc.,  200. 

l Rev.  Samuel  Seabury  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Venerable  Socu.ty,  “ N E w 
“ York , December  *20,  1770.” 

• Rev.  Samuel  Seabury  to  the  Venerable  Society,  “ \\  KSTCllESTF.it,  Janu- 
“ary  13,  1776  ; ” Beard -ley's  Life  and  Correspondence  of  lit.  Her.  Samuel 
Seabury.  D.D.,  43. 

3 Rev.  Samuel  Seabury  to  the  Venerable  Society , “ W k.stchestf.r,  Janu- 
“ ary  13,  1776.” 

■*  Beards ley's  I. if:  (ind  Correspondence  of  lit.  Rev.  Samuel  Seabury,  D.D. , 
48. 

t>  Rev.  Samuel  Seabury  to  the  Venerable  Sr>ciety,  “ Wk.-tciif.6teh,  January 
“ 13,  1776.” 


that  he  was  unable  to  discharge  his  official  doth-, 
with  proprii  tv  and  accuracy  ; 6 .he  and  his  family  wi  re 
subjected  to  con-taut  annoyances  and  insults;7  his 
house  was  occupied,  soon  after,  by  a Company  of 
('av.drv,  who  consumed  or  destroyed  all  the  products 
of  his  Glebe,  on  which,  to  a considerable  extent,  his 
family  was  made  dependent  ; 8 he  was  thus  made  en- 
tirely dependent  for  support  on  his  small  stipend  as  a 
Missionary  of  the  Venerable  Society;  and,  finally, 
like  his  triend  and  neighbor,  Isaac  Wilkins,  he  was 
compelled  to  seek  shelter  and  safety  in  flight  9 *— when 
a favorable  opportunity  was  afforded,  he  gathered 
such  of  his  effects  ;u$  could  be  conveniently  carried, 
and,  with  his  wife  and  six  children,  lie  fled,  first  acro.-s 
the  Sound,  to  Long  Island  and,  subsequently,  to  the 
City  of  New  York.’0 

Need  there  he  any  surprise  that,  after  such  an  ex- 
perience of  what,  in  practice,  were  “ the  Liberties  of 
“America,”  Samuel  Soaburv’s  political  opinions  under- 
went a radical  change — that  he  ceased  to  be  ot  the 
party  of  the  Opposition  to  the  Ministry  then  in  place  ; 
and  that  lie  became,  decidedly  and  firmly,  “a  friend 
“of  the  Government,”  in  other  words,  an  unqualified 
and  distinctive  Tory  ? 11 

On  the  fourth  of  December,  1775,  also  during  the 
period  betw'een  the  dissolution  of  the  first  and  the 
organization  of  the  second  of  the  series  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congresses,  the  Governor  of  the  Colony,  Wil- 
liam Tryon,  from  his  shelter,  on  board  the  ship 
Dutchess  of  (Jordon,  lying  in  the  harbor  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  evidently  and  reasonably  encouraged 
by  the  backwardness  of  the  Deputies  to  the  Provin- 
cial Congress  ; by  the  known  inclination  to  peace,  of 
a large  majority,  if  not  of  nearly  all,  the  Colonists; 
and  by  the  countenance  and  expected  support  of 
sundry  of  the  leaders  of  the  Rebellion,  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  Mayor  of  that  City,  Whitehead  Hicks,12 

* Ibid.  1 

7 lice.  Samuel  Seabury  to  the  Venerable  Society,  “ New  York,  December 
“ 20,  1776.” 

- Beardsley's  Life  and  Correspondence  of  Rt.  Rev.  Swivel  Seabury,  D.D., 
48. 

Samuel  Seabury’s  name  was  on  the  first  “List  of  Westchester-county 
“Tories,”  (Historical  Manuscripts,  etc.;  Miscellaneous  Papers,  x> \iv., 
103.)  In  Scptembi  r,  1776,  after  reciting  the  disaffection  of  Rev.  Samuel 
Seabury,  the  Committee  of  Safety,  live  of  the  'Westchest^r-couiity  mem- 
bers beim.:  pre-.-nt.  directed  Colouel  Joseph  Drake,  forthwith,  to  rein* w j 
him  from  his  home  to  the  house  of  Colonel  John  Brinckerhoff,  at  Vish- 
Uiil.  to  remain  there  till  the  further  order  of  the  Convention  or  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  ; and  that  he  be  hot  permitted  to  leave  the  farm  of  tli-e* 
said  Colonel  BrimkerhoiT.  except  in  company  with  the  Colonel.  At  rke 
same  time  Colonel  Van  Cortlaudt.  John  Jay,  ami  Robert  Harper  were 
directed  to  ascertain  what  property  Mr.  Seabury  had  which  might  he 
s.  i/.ed  and  sold  for  the  payment  for  his  hoard  and  lodging,  in  his  involun- 
tary exile,  (Journal  if  the  Committee  of  Safety,  “Die  3lercurii,  9 ho., 
“ A. 31.,  September  11,  17  7''.”) 

to  Beardsley’s  Life  and  Correspondence  of  Rt.  Re v.  Samvel  Seabury,  lj.D., 

50. 

Beardsley’s  Life  and  Correspondence  of  the  Rt.  Rev.  Samuel  Sea- 
bury , Id.  IK.  4*8-50. 

1-'  (loeernor  Tryon  to  the  Jfi yor  of  the  City  of  Se\c  York,  “SHIP  Dctcu- 
“ F.s.s of  Coupon,  New  York  H.vru<*ir,  4th  Dec.  1775.” 

Thus  letter  appeared,  in  print,  in  Caine’s  Stic -York  Gazette:  and  the 
Weekly  Mercury,  No.  1261,  Nf.w-York,  Monday,  December  11.  1775. 
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, . in  which  was  ivnotli.-r  letter  afl-1  r*  d "To 
i UK  Ink  \ ii n a m << ii  ni r.C<  ■ i.< »n  y or  N i:w  V< •ilk."1 
, i j r.xive  of  hi*  hope  that  smiie  measure  might  lie 
; • , t ! as  the  i>asi~  '•!"  an  ucnimmoihit  ion  bet  ween  t!:e 
>1  ! !i • - « ■..ij.ntrv  ami  the  Colony.  It  was  written  in  a 
<,j  killin'  -s  ami  regard  fur  the  welfare  of  the 
ituin try,  pr"bal>lv  as  a teoler,  and  certainly  after  con- 
sult.I'ion  with  some  of  the  leaders  of  the  Rebellion; 
and  was  well-calculated  to  lead  the  revolutionary 
portions  of  the  Colonists  back  to  their  duty  and  to 
I -ace.  iii  which  it  appears  to  have  been  quite  ellec- 
n\,s — “ several  of  the  Delegates  ” l>  the  Provincial 
(\  ,,,})■• ,«]  “were  favorably  disposed,”  we  are  told; 
am1  there  cun  be  little  doubt  that  by  far  the  greater 
number  of  the  Colonists,  also,  could  their  well-con- 
sidered and  honest  preferences  have  been  safely  ex- 
pressed, would  have  heartily  concurred  in  the-propo- 
sir  ion. 

It  was  not,  then,  generally  known,  but  the  revela- 
tions made  by  the  publication  of  the  records  of  that 
p-riod  have  recently  shown,  that  that  letter  was  in- 
troductory to  a movement  toward  a peaceful  solution 
of  the  political  troubles  of  the  Colonies,  w hich,  if  the 
letter  should  be  well-received,  the  very  able  family 
of  Smith,  who  had  been  among  the  originators  and 
most  earnest  promoters  of  the  Rebellion,  and  whose 
duplicity  and  hypocrisy  are  well  known,  was  prepar- 
ing to  direct  and  lead.  Thomas  Smith,  one  of  the 
brothers,  was  a member  of  the  Provincial  Congress, 
and,  of  course,  in  all  the  councils  of  the  party  of  the 
Rebellion,  enjoying  the  confidence  of  those  who  were 


1 The  following  is  a copy  of  that  letter,  taken  from  the  AVr-FoWL- 
Colonial  Manuscripts,  ci.,  123,  in  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  at 
Albany  : 

“ To  thk  Inhabitants  or  the  Colony  of  Nf.w  York  : 

“ I take  this  public  Manner  to  signify  to  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Prov- 
“ ince,  that  his  Majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  grant  me  his 
“ Itoyai  Permission  to  withdraw  from  the  Government ; and  at  the  same 

Time  to  assure  them  of  my  Readiness  to  perform  ever  Service  in  my 
“ Power,  to  promote  the  common  Felicity.-  If  I am  excluded  from 
“ every  Hope  of  being  any  Ways  instrumental  towards  the  Ke-establish- 
“ ment  of  that  Harmony,  at  present  interrupted  between  Great  Britain 
“ and  her  Colonies,  I expect  soon  to  be  obliged  to  avail  myself  of  his 
“ Majesty’s  Indulgence. 

“It  has  given  me  great  Paiu  to  view  the  Colony  committed  to  my 
“ cur* , in  such  a turbulent , Shite  as  not  to  have  afforded  me  since  my 
‘‘  Arrival,  any  Prospect  of  being  able  to  take  the  dispassionate  and 
“ d liUuute  Solve  of  its  ] n habitant;-,  in  a constitutional  Muur.er,  upon 
“ the  Resolution  of  Parliament  lor  composing  the  present  Ferments  in 
“ the  Provinces  ; A Resolution  that  was  intended  for  the  Ba-i.s  of  an 
“ Accommodation  ; and  if  candidly  considered  in  a Way  in  which  it  will 
“ be  most  probably  successful,  and  treated  with  that  Delicacy  and 
“ Decency  requisite  to  the  Cultivation  of  a sincere  Reconciliation  and 
“ Friendship,  might  yet  be  improved  tor  the  Purpose  of  restoring  the 
“ general  Tranquility  and  Security  of  the  Empire. 

“ 1 owe  it  to  my  A flection  to  this  Colony,  to  declare  my  wish,  that 
“ some  Measure  may  be  speedily  adopted  for  this  purpose  ; as  I feel  an 
“ extreme  Degree  of  Anxiety,  in  being  Witness  to  the  growing  Calamities 
“of  this  Country,  without  the  Power  to  alleviate  them:  Calamities 

4 ‘ that  must  increase,  while  so  many  of  the  Inhabitants  w ithhold  their 
“ Allegiance  from  their  .Sovereign,  and  their  Obedience  to  the  Patent 
“ Country  ; hv  whose  Power  and  Patronage  they  have  hitherto  been  sup- 
" Uined  and  protected. 

“William  Tk von. 

“ Shir  Ditchess  of  Gordon, 

“ Harbour  ok  New  York,  4th  Dec.  177  V’ 


m 


: concerned  in  them.  .Tosh un  Hc-tt  Smith,  another  of 
the  brothers,  whose  unholy  associations  with  General 
Benedict  Arnold  ami  Major  John  Andre,  at  a later 
period,  are  well  known,  was  not,  then,  in  any  Com- 
| mittee  or  Congress;  but,  nevertheless,  lie  was,  at  that 
time,  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Rebellion,  out-doors, 
i and  was  admitted  to  the  inner  councils  of  those  who 
j were  its  leaders.  William  Smith,  the  elder  of  the 
! historical  family  of  that  period  and  allied  to  the  Liv- 
> ingstons,  by  marriage,  was  the  most  influential  of  all 
| those  who  were,  at  that  time,  engaged  in  the  political 
! affairs  of  the  Colony.  He  had  been  associated  with 
| William  Livingston  and  John  Morin  Scott,  in  the 
historically  famous  “triumvirate.”  He  had  professed 
to  approve  the  usurpations  of  legislative  authority 
and  other  questionable  doings  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress of  1774  ; and  he  is  known  to  have  been  an  outside 
adviser  of  the  factious  minority  of  the  < leneral  Assem- 
bly, with  whom  and  with  w hose  inconsistency  of  action 
the  reader  is  already  acquainted.  He  was  the  life-long 
and  confidential  friend  and  the  frequent  host  of  Gene- 
ral Philip  Schuyler ; and  the  correspondent,  friend, 
and  political  adviser  of  George  Clinton.  He  gave  up 
! his  house,  for  the  occupation  of  General  Washington, 
j when  the  latter  occupied  the  City;  and,  with  much 
ostentation,  he  appeared  to  be  largely  in  sympathy 
with  those,  in  New  York  and  elsewhere,  who  were  in 
the  Rebellion.  But,  notwithstanding  all  these.  Wil- 
liam Smith  adroitly  avoided  the  placing  of  his  name 
to  the  General  Association  of  the  Congress  of  1774, 
that  act  which  was  made  the  political  shibboleth,  after 
tire  catchwords  of  “ Rights  ” and  “Liberty”  had  ac- 
complished their  purposes  and  anew  issue,  that  of  an 
implicit  obedience  to  the  powers  which  w'ere,  had 
been  made  by  those  who  were  leaders  in  the  Rebel- 
lion. He  was,  also,  at  the  same  time  that  he  was  thus 
masquerading  as  a confidante  and  an  adviser  of  those 
who  w'ere  leading  the  Rebellion  aud  as  a sympathiser 
with  and  promoter  of  the  Rebellion  itself,  a Member  of 
the  Colonial  Council  of  the  King;  an  intimate  friend 
and  confidential  adviser  of  the  Governor  of  the  Col- 
ony, William  Tryon — whose  leanings  toward  the  pre- 
tensions of  the  Livingston  family  w'ere  as  distinctly 
seen  as  were  those  of  the  venerable  Lieutenant-gover- 
: nor,  Cadwalladcr  Colden,  toward  the  pretensions  of 
the  more  influential  De  Laucey  family — and  a secret 
schemer,  aiming  to  promote  the  interest  of  his  own 
family  by  disarming  the  Rebellion  of  its  strength  2 * 4 
and,  thereby,  effecting  a reconciliation  with  the  Home 
Government. 

* * * * * -x-  * *- 

As  far  back  as  the  eighth  of  J tine  or  eighth  of  Julv,  a 
Report  had  been  made  by  ^Committee  which  had  been 
| previously  appointed  to  consider  the  subject,  provid- 


- The  strength  of  the  Rcl  ell  ion  was  in  the  union  of  3ll  the  u’suf- 
fected  Colonies ; ami,  had  he  succeeded  in  withdrawing  New  York 
from  the  existing  confederation,  which  he  und  all  the  Smiths  endeav- 
ored to  do,  that  strength  would  have  been  impaired,  and,  possibly,  the 
confederation  of  the  Colonics  effectually  broken. 
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ing  “ for  tin;  dissolution  of  this  Contrrcss  nnd  idvctfon 
“ot'ii  new  Provincial  Congress  for  this  Cohuiv  1 2 hut. 
very  probably,  nothing  was  really  done  and  deter- 
mined on,  concerning  the  subjects  referred  to.  There 
was  sonic  action,  in  the  Provincial  Congress,  on 
collateral  subjects;  but  it  was  not  until  a much 
later  period  that  that  body  was  dissolved — on  the 
fourth  of  November,  either  hecau-e  of  the  absence 
of  a quorum  or  for  some  other  reason,  no  record  of  a 
formal  adjournment  having  been  made,  the  Provincial 
Congress  ceased  to  exist;  and  the  works  which  it  had 
done  as  well  as  its  own  existence,  became  matters  of 
bistory.  Sooner  or  later,  History  will  assign  each  to 
the  place  to  which  it  is  justly  entitled. 

It  has  been  stated  - that,  as  the  out-coine  of  the 
various  labors  of  that  body,  on  that  subject,  an  Ordin- 
ance had  been  adopted  by-  the  Provincial  Congress,  ! 
on  the  twenty-seventh  of  October,  providing  for  the  j 
Election  of  new  Delegations  to  a new  Provincial  Con-  i 
gress,  on  the  seventh  of  November,  and  for  the  as- 
sembling of  that  new  Provincial  Congress,  on  the 

c j 

fourteenth  of  that  month;  but  there  is  no  record  of  J 
any  such  action,  on  the  official  Journal  of  that  body ; 
and  no  copy  of  that  Ordinance  lias  been  found,  not- 
withstanding the  most  diligent  search  and  inquiry- 
have  been  made.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  form 
and  character  of  the  document,  it  is  evident,  however, 
that  such  an  Ordinance  was  really  adopted  and 
promulgated,  and  that,  agreeably  to  its  provision's,  on  j 
the  seventh  of  November,  a meeting  was  held  at  the 
White  Plains,  for  the  election  of  Delegates  from  the 
County  of  Westchester,  to  the  coming  Congress.3 * *  It 
is  not  stated  in  what  manner  nor  by-  whom  the  elec- 
tion was  made;  but  it  is  stated  that  Colonel  Lewis 

1 In  the  Journal  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  of  the  sixteenth  of  October, 
it  is  said  the  Report  was  made  “on  the  eighth  of  July  l;ust ; " in  the 
Journal  of  that  body,  of  the  eighteenth  of  O'  tober,  it  is  said  the  Report 
was  made  “on  the  eighth  of  June  last;”  and  in  a memorandum  up-  j 
pended  to  the  Journal  of  that  body,  of  the  nineteenth  of  October,  stilting 
that  the  Report  was  “wanted,”  it  is  said,  also,  that  it  was  “of  the  6th 
“ June  last.”  In  the  Journal  of  the  [\ociwial  C<»i egress,  of  neither  of 
those  days,  however,  does  there  appear  the  slightest  mention  of  any  such 
Report  or  of  the  subject  of  it. 

2 Minutes  of  Proceedings  during  the  recess  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  by 
their  Adjournment  mi  the  fourth  of  Xouember,  1775. 

The  following. document,  copied  from  the  original  manuscript,  (His- 
lorirnl  XIann  scripts,  etc.  : Credential# of  Delegal*,  xxiv.,  iM,  G7,)  illustrates  , 
this  subject: 

“ To  THE  IIoNOUArLF  TiiF  PROVINCIAL  C"NGKF->>  OF  THE  COLONY  OF  j 
“New  York.  ^ 

“ We  the  Committee  for  the  County  of  Westchester. do  humbly  certify  j 
“ that  at  the  Election  of  delegates  to  represent  the  said  County  in  the  j 
“ Next  Provincial  Congress  to  be  held  at  New  York  the  14:h  instant,  ; 
“which  was  this  day  held  at  the  Court  House  of  the  said  County,  Colonel 
“ Letcis  Graham,  Stephen  II 'ard.  Esq.,  Col.  Joseph  brake,  Robert  Graham,  j 
“ Esq.,  John  Thomas,  Junr  Esq.,  Mr.  William  Pan-ling,  Major  Rhenezev  j 
“ Lockirood , (.\)1.  Ph.-ert  Van  Cortland /,  and  Col.  Gilbert  brake,  were  duly  i 
“ elected  agreeable  to  the  resolves  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  to  repre-  J 
“ sent  thi». county  until  the  Second  Tuesday  of  31ay  next  ; and  that  it 
44  was  voted  by  the  people  that  any  three  of  the  said  Deputies  shall  act 
“fur  this  county.  Dated  the  7th  day  uf  November,  1 775. 

“ By  order  of  the  Committee, 

“Gilbert  H.  Drake,  Chairman. 

“A  true  copy  from  the  minutes  taken  l»y 

41  Micah  Townsenp,  Clerk  of  the  Committee I 


ilr.ilmm,  St-  pln'ii  Ward,  Esq.,  Colonel  Joseph  Drake, 
Ibtheri  Graham.  Esq.,  John  Thomas,  .Junior,  Esq., 
William  r.iiibliug.  Major  Ebonezer  Lockwood,  Col- 
onel Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  and  Colonel  Gilbert 
Drake*  were  elected;  and  that  any  three  of  these 
should  have  authority  to  represent  Westchester-coun- 
tv  in  the  coinin';  Provincial  Congress — Gouverneur 
Morris,  Janu  s Van  Cortlandt,  Philip  Van  C'ortlandt, 
James  Holmes,  and  David  Dayton,  all  of  whom  had 
been  members  of  the  preceding  Congress  having  been 
dropped,  and  Major  Ebene/.er  Lockwood  and  Col- 
onel' Pierre  Van  Cortlandt  and  Gilbert  Drake  sent 
in  their  stead. 

The  day  appointed  lot  the  organization  of  the  new 
Provincial  Congress  was  the  fourteenth  of  November; 
but,  on  that  day,  there  was  not  even  a respectable 
minority  of  the  Delegates  present,  which  may  well  be 
considered  as  indicative  of  the  coolness  with  which  the 
Rebellion  was  regarded  by  the  great  body  of  the  Col- 
onists, in  New  York,  even  at  that  early  period ; and 
of  how  little  warrant  there  had  been,  in  fact,  for  the 
outrages  which  had  been  committed  by  the  preceding 
Congress  and  by  its  Committees,  in  their  name. 

Day  by  day,  the  handful  of  punctual  Delegates 
met  and  adjourned.  They  amused  themselves  by  dic- 
tating letters  to  the-  Committees  of  the  faltering 
Counties,  urging  the  attendance  of  their  several  Dele- 
gations, “in  order  that  the  business  of  the  great  cause 
“we  are  engaged  in  may  be  uo  longer  delayed  or 
“ neglected.”  " Threats  were  made,  in  some  in- 
stances, that  “ the  Continental  Congress”  might  “find 
“ it  necessary,  for  the  public  service  and  for  the  want  of 
“a  Congress,  to  put  the  Colony  under  a Military 
“ Government,  directed  by  a Major-General  and  an 
“ Army,  and  that  at  the  sole  expense  of  this  Colony,” 
adding  that  “many  Gentlemen  present  are  apprelien- 
“ sive”  that  such  “ would  be  the  consequence  if  a Con- 
“ gress  [xucre]  not  speedily  formed,  so  as  to  proceed  to 
“business,”  etc.6  On  the  first  of  December,  the  .Commit- 
tee of  Orange-countv  was  asked — the  second  request  of 
the  kind— “that  you  will  not  delay  sending  down  your 
“members  by  next  Monday  morning,  that  the  public 
“ business  may  no  longer  suffer  for  the  want  of  a repre- 
sentation of  your  County;  for  such  is  the  perilous 
“ state  of  America,  and  this  Colony  in  particular,  that 


-*  Tr  will  be  seen  that  eight  of  the  nine  Delegates  thv.s  elected  carried 
titles  with  their  mimes— the  terms  “Esq.”  and  “31k.”  at  that  time, 
having  recognized  (daces  in  the  order  of  rank— and  that  only  one  of  the 
nine,  William  Paulding,  \'us  low  enough,  in  the  social  rank,  to  be  a 
plain,  untitled  M \N. 

5 These  words,  taken  from  the  letter  sent  to  the  Dele  gates- elect  of 
Kings-county,  on  the  twenty-second  of  November,  represent  the  sub- 
stance of  those  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Orange-county,  on  the  follow- 
ing day  : to  the  Delegates  from  Richmond-county  in  the  preceding  Con- 
gress. on  the  twenty-fourth  of  November ; and  to  the  Delegates-eloct 
and  to  the  Committees  in  the  several  Counties  of  Tryon.  Charlotte,  Cum- 
berland, Orange.  Kings,  an  1 I)i:  hess  on  the  first  of  December.  {Minutes 
of  the  J*roceedings  daring  the  R-  cess  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  by  their 
Adjournment  on  the  fourth  of  X< ■vember,  1775.) 

* These  were  sent,  on  the  first  of  December,  to  the  Committees  of 
Tryon,  Charlotte,  and  Cumberland-counties,  respectively. 
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WKSTCH IvSTKIl  COUNTY'. 


■ < •.invention  of  tin*  Deputies  is  absolutely  necessary, 

■ witli  the  utmost  despatch.”  To  these  pressing  ivirT. 
the  following  threat  was  appended  : “ Hut  if,  after 
” such  repeated  applications  to  your  County,  to  be  in 
••Congress,  by  their  Deputies,  if  you  continue  to  ne- 
“ gleet  a inetisureso  necessary  for  your  reputation  and 
•‘safety,  you  must  not  complain  if  the  Congress  de- 
terniitie  upon  matters  relative  to  your  County,  in 
“common  with  others,  although  yours  should,  by 
“ vour  inattention,  be  unrepresented.”  1 2 Riehumnd- 
countv  was  not  inclined  to  send  a Delegation  ; * and 
was,  first,  coaxed  to  elect  a Delegation,  and,  finally, 
threatened. 3 JIpw  much  more,  which  was  not  re- 
corded, that  handful  of  the  leaders  of  the  Rebellion, 
in  Colonial  N'ew  York,  said  and  did,  for  the  intimida- 
tion of  those  who  were  less  zealous,  in  that  cause,  is 
not  now  known  ; but  the  careful  reader  will  not  fail 
to  inquire,  without  obtaining  an  answer,  why  the 
Home  Government  failed,  during  that  long  interval 
of  hesitation  and  of  doubt  among  the  greater  number 
of  the  Colonists,  to  strengthen  the  Colonial  Govern- 
ment in  the  maintenance  of  order  and  obedience  to 
the  Laws;  why  those  who  were  not  inclined  to  rebel- 
lion were  not  protected  in  the  quiet  possession  of 
their  properties  and  in  the  peaceful  pursuit  of  their 
respective  vocations  ; and  why  the  price  which  would 
have  obtained  the  marketable  leaders  of  the  Rebellion, 
for  the  use  of  the  Home  Government,  was  not  paid, 
as  the  smaller  and  more  effective  investment,4 *  or,  if 


1 Letter  to  Ote  Committee  of  Ordnge-CfAinty , “New-York,  December  1st, 

2 Letter  from  l\ml  Michean  to  Robert  Benson-,  “ Richmond-CGI’nty,  Dt_- 
“ cember  1st,  1775.” 

3 “The  evil  consequences  that  will  attend  the  not  having  a Provincial 
“ Congress  to  determine  on  the  measures  necessary  to  be  adopted  and 
“carried  into  execution,  at  this  unhappy  crisis,  are  more  easily  cun- 
“ceived  than  expressed  ; and  rest  assured,  Gentlemen,  that  the  neigh 
“bouriug  Colonies  will  not  remain  inactive  siiec tutors,  if  you  show  a 
“ disposition  to  depart  from  the  Continental  Union.  Confusion  and  dis- 
order, with  numberless  other  evils,  you  must  suppose,  will  attend  the 
“ want  of  a Congress  for  the  government  of  this  Colony,  until  a recoil- 
“ciliutiun  with  the  Mother  Country  can  be  obtained,”  ( Letter  to  the 
Committee  of  Itichmoml-tioiudy,  “New -York,  2d  Dec.  1775.”) 

1 It  is  very  well  known  that  the  Morrises  were  zealous  loyalists,  in 
Europe  as  w ell  as  in  America,  until  the  family  lost  its  hold  on  the  Colo- 
nial Government,  by  the  removal  of  the  elder  Lewis,  from  the  office  of 
Chief  .Justice  of  the.  Colony.  The  appointment  of  Thomas  Hutchinson 
to  tl.  • Dench,  to  which  Jann  s Otis,  the  elder,  aspired,  transferred  tho 
weight  and  influence  of  the  Otis  family  from  the. side  of  tile  Government 
to  the  leadership  of  the  Opposition,  in  Massachusetts.  Israel  Pumam 
was  too  highly  appraised  for  the  Royal  shambles,  and  so  remained  in  the 
market, until,  oil  the  demand  of  the  Livingstons,  he  was  placed  where  he 
cvuld  do  uo  further  harm.  Tho  greater  success  of  Jfrnjamin  Pratt,  of 
Lost  on,  and,  subsequently,  that  of  Daniel  Ilor.sniaudcn.  in  the  race  for 
tho  place  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  Colony  of  New  York,  when  James  l»e 
Lancey  died,  added  fresh  bitterness  to  the  Morrises,  in  the  disappoint- 
ment of  Robert  Hunter  Morris  ; and  the  disappointment  of  William 
Smith,  on  the  same  occasion,  threw  the  Smiths  into  the  fr  uit  rank  of  j 
tho  malcontents,  in  New  York.  Egbert  Dumond,  of  Ulster  county,  is  ; 
said  to  have  beciMiie  informer  of  Congressional  secrets  to  Governor  Tryoii,  ‘ 
provisionally,  with  a hankering  ufter  the  Shrievalty  of  ULh  r-c  unity,  as  ! 
James  Duane  had  communicated  the  secrets  of  the  Congress  of  1771,  to  ! 

Ln  -utenunt  governor  Golden,  undoubtedly  for  an  equivalent,  pres  -nt  or  | 
prospective.  Who  supposes  that  Captain  Gilbert  Livingston,  of  Arnold’s  ! 
American  Legion,  and  Robert  G.  Livingston,  Junior,  that  Philip  John  j 

Li\ ingaton,  the  Royal  Sheriff  of  Duchess-county,  anti  his  brother,  John  \ 


the  heroic  treatment  of  the  troubles  was  preferred, 
why  those  leaders  were  not  arrested  and  punished,  as 
other  and  less  distinguished  violators  ot  the  peace 
were  wont  to  be  punished,  in  America  anti  elsewhere. 

On  the  first  of  December,  competent  Delegations 
appeared  from  the  five  Counties  of  N'ew  York,  Al- 
| bany,  Westchester,  Ulster,  and  Suffolk,  with  insuffi- 
cient Delegations  from  Kings  and  Duchess,  and  no 
portions  of  such  Delegations  from  Richmond,  Queens, 
Orange,  Tryon,  Cumberland,  Gloucester,  and  Char- 
lotte-counties ; and,  consistently  with  usage  and  the 
Rules  of  the  preceding  Congress,  “ the  Kepresenta- 
“ tives  of  a majority  of  the  Counties  not  being  pres- 
“ cut,”  those  who  were  present  “ could  not  proceed  to 
“ business,  as  a Congress. On  the  sixth  of  that  month, 
competent  Delegations  appeared  from  the  five  Counties 
j of  N'ew  York,  Albany,  Westchester,  Duchess,  and 
| Suffolk,  with  insufficient  Delegations  from  Kings, 

| Ulster,  and  Orange-counties,  aud  no  portions,  of  such 
j Delegations  from  the  Counties  of  Richmond,  Queens, 
j Tryon,  Cumberland,  Gloucester,  or  Charlotte;  at 
! which  time,  directly  in  violation  of  the  rulings,  oil 
the  first  of  that  month,  they  declared  that  “ the 
“ Deputies  from  a majority  of  the  Counties  appeared,” 
—a  falsehood,  which,  to  have  established  its  true 
character,  needed  only  a reference  to  the  Crulentinli 
which  were  tiled,  as  their  several  authorizations,  by 
the  respective  Delegations, — organized  a Congress, 
and  proceeded  to  the  discharge  of  those  duties  to 
which  they  had  respectively  assigned  themselves.6 
There  were  five  Delegations  present,  on  the  first  of 
December,  when  it  was  declared  that  “the  Represen- 
“ tatives  of  a majority  of  the  Counties  not  being  pres- 
ent,” those  who  were  present  “ could  not  proceed  to 
“business,  as  a Congress:”  five  days  afterwards, 
when  no  more  than  five  such  Delegations  appeared, 
with  an  elasticity  of  conscience  and  of  action  which 
was  worthy  of  those  who  were  present,  what  had  been 
declared,  undvr  similar  circumstances,  at  their  former 
meeting,  was  entirely  disregarded  ; and  what,  at  that 
former  meeting,  was  said  to  have  been  insufficient 
to  have  allowed  the  five  Delegations  who  were  then 
present,  “to  proceed  to  business,  as  a Congress,”  was 
declared,  in  this  later  meeting,  to  be  sufficient 
to  permit  five  Delegations — four  of  the  five  having 
been  of  the  former  five — to  do  what  the  former  five 
“ could  not”  do  : with  the  authorized  Delegations  of 


W.  Livingston.  Captain  in  Fanning's  King's  American  Regiment,  were 
not  tho  better  exponents  of  tbo  real  opinions  of  that  office-seeking 
family  of  Livingstons  ; and  who  can  doubt,  with  tho  roster  of  subsequent 
office  holding  L.viugstons  before  him,  that  much  of  additional  influence, 
in  favor  of  the  Home  Government,  might  have  been  secured  from  that 
family  and  its  adherents,  had  that  Government  been  as  g nen-us  in  the 
disposition  of  offices  tv  members  of  that  peculiarly  office-seeking  family, 
as  the  rl-volutionary  authorities  and  the  subsequent  btate  Government, 
in  Now  York,  unquestionably  were? 

$ Minute*  of  thr  CrnC"  ,J>,,.js  dtinwj  the  recess  of  the  l*roriucinl  Congress, 
“New  York,  Friday,  Dec.  1st.  1775. 

& Journal  of  (he  Procinciul  Coiujrttix, 

“6th,  1775.” 


Wednesday  morning,  December 
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WKSTCH  KSTEIl  COF.NTY. 


»»»»ly  livo  of  tho  fourteen  Counties  then  nrosvnt,  the 
■ ) ■ nl  of  the  Proviiici'U  Congres*  beariii"  testimony 

to  that  l’;ut,  it  will  be  seen  and  understood  that  the 
record  which  stated  that  the  Deputies  from  a mu- 
" jority  of  the  Counties  appeared,”  is  a false-  record  ; 
that  there  was,  really,  no  quorum  present,  even  under 
the  rule  and  usage  of  that  revolutionary  body;  and 
that,  tested  by  that  rule  and  that  usage,  even  from 
the  convenient  standpoint  of  rebellion,  the  Congress 
was  not  properly  constituted  and  was  without  due 
revolutionary  authority — of  course,  it  possessed  no 
other  authority,  in  the  slightest  degree.1 

What  was  thus  called  a Provincial  Congress,  elected 
Colonel  Nathaniel  Wood  hull,  of  the  County  of  Suf- 
folk, to  be  its  President ; and  John  McKesson  and 
lb  dart  Henson,  the  Secretaries  of  the  former  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  were  elected  Secretaries  of  that.-  It 
assembled,  day  by  day,  until  the  twenty -second  of 
December,  when  it  took  a recess,  leaving  a Commit- 
tee ot  Safety  to  discharge  some  of  the  duties  which  it 
had  undertaken  to  perform.3  That  Committee,  of 
which  Colonel  Pierre  Van  Cortlundt,  of  Westchester- 
couuty,  was  *the  Chairman,  continued  in  session, 
until  the  twelfth  of  February,  1776,  whim  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  was  again  assembled;4  and  that 
Congress  eontinued  in  session,  until  the  sixteenth  of 
March,  in  that  year,  when  it  took  another  recess, 
leaving,  as  before,  a Committee  of  Safety,  to  discharge 
some  portions  of  its  self-imposed  duties,  during  its 
absence.5  That  Committee,  of  which  Joseph  Hal- 


“as  well  to  the  United  Colonies,  in  general,  as  to  this 
“ Colony,  in  particular,  rendering  it  nere.-sary  for  a 
“ speedy  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this 
“ Colonv,  the  Committee  of  Safety,  therefore,  or- 
“dered  Circular  Letters  to  he  sent  to  all  the  niem- 
“bers,  requesting  their  attendance,  in  Provincial 
“Congress,  at  New  York,  on  the  first  day  of  this  inst. 

May.  On  that  day,  and  every  day,  since,  many 
“members  attended,  but  not  a sufficient  number  to 
“make  a Congress,"  until  this  afternoon”  [J/hy  8, 
1776,] 7 when  a quorum  was  found  to  be  present,  and 
t lie  business  was  resumed  and  continued  until  the 
afternoon  of  the  thirteenth  of  that  month,  when  the 
Congress  was  dissolved." 

During  that  short  period  of  about  six  months,  the 
progress  of  events,  in  America,  was  peculiarly  re- 
markable. . 


left,  of  the  City  of  New  York,  was  the  Chairman,  con- 


tinued in  session,  until  the  Stli  of  May,  1776,  when  the 


Provincial  Congress  was  again  assembled — it  is  writ- 
ten that  “ several  matters  of  the  utmost  importance, 


* Joivu  Iv^ertse  appeared  in  the  Congress,  nominally  from  Kiugs-coun- 
tv  ; but  he  di  1 not  pretend  to  offer  a Credential,  nor  any  other,  even  the 


I 


'«*>?>.  evidence  that  he  had  been  appointed,  by  any  one,  tu  appear  as 


a rvpre tentative  from  Kiugs-county  or  in  any  other  capacity,  in  the 
rrvM'.K  tAl  Congress  or  elsewhere. 

IVtvr  i wes  an  as  said  to  have  represented  “ Goshen  Precinct  in  Orange- 
“yvuuty  ;”  but  the  Credentials  which  were  filed  from  Orange- county  de- 
clarod  tha:  f.-  Delegates  should  be  required  to  represent  that  County; 
And  that  v r.Jy  wh-eu  one  such  Delegate  should  appear  in  tho  Congress 
Irv-bi:  "the  .North  side  of  the  Mountains”  [the  Highlands]  and  one  from 
Cv  " >,  side”  of  those  highlands — Orange-county,  at  tliar  time,  iu- 

vtu.",v;g  ay  hiit,  now,  i?>  Kockland-county  - slmuld  that  Delegation  be 
cwu,  h a ud  authorized  to  represent  the  County.  As  there  was  only 
' : o,*  two,  De leg:* tvs  ; and  because  those  To\\  ns  which  were 

tvh  »*  the  ;» igliiauds  Mere  entirely  without  a representative,  there  mils 
*• ' *n  ' v .'  on  from  Orange-county,  in  the  Congress. 

1 * --  FV.uier  and  Moses  Cantiue  M ere  the  only  Delegates,  out  of  the 
scn.p  •»  ...  had  been  elected,  and  who  Mere  present,  to  represent  Ulster- 
vvuaiv  ; b;.;  those  Mho  had  elected  them  and  giver,  to  them  all  the  au- 
th.G.iy  w it  Silid  they  p*. Messed.  luid  declared  that  three  of  those 
sva,  a v.h  -.  hi  be  required  to  constitute  a duly  authorized  Delegation 
g County.  The  two,  therefore,  left  Lister-county  Mithout  a 
vvai..*  ;i  ' IVUg.itiuu. 

i • ■ • ■ / the  lYoviticial  Congress,  “Wednesday  morning,  December 


The  entire  Colony,  as  far  as  Commerce,  Trade,  and 
the  Mechanic  Arts  were  concerned,  was  plunged  into 
the  greatest  distress:9  the  seamen  were  idle,  in  the 
Ports,  because  there  was  an  interdiction  of  Commerce 
with  foreign  Ports;  and  commercial  Yon-inter- 
course prevailed : 10  the  Mechanics  and  Work- 
ing-men in  the  Cities — some  of  whom  had  been 
the  ever-readv  and  noisy  tools  of  the  dema- 
gogues of  taction,  in  the  earlier  days  of  the  dis- 
turbances— were  suffering,  unemployed : 11  to  add  to 


0 That  old  story  of  the  dilatoriness  of  the  country  members,  even  in 
tho  face  of  the  most  pressing  necessities  and  of  the  most  urgent  calls,  cer- 
tainly confirm  the  reports  that  the  great  body  of  the  Colonists,  especially 
that  of  tho  country-people.  Avas  lukewarm  and  indifferent,  if  they  were 
not  positively  unfriendly,  to  the  Rebellion.  If  the  loaders  among  the 
disaffected,  and  surely  no  others  were  sent  to  the  Provincial  Congress, 
Mere  aa  tardy,  in  their  attendance,  even  Avhen  the  most  urgent  appeals 
for  their  attendance  were  sent,  as  these  M ere,  in  the  preceding  December 
and  in  May,  1T7G,  how  much  more  indifferent  must  those  have  been, 
who  had  other  and  legitimate  demands  on  their  time  and  attention,  and 
by  whom  an  office  was  neither  looked  for  nor  desired. 

~ Journal  of  the  PovinciaL  Congress,  “Die  Mercuxii,  4 ho.,  P.M.,  May 
“ 8th,  1770.” 

8 Journal  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  “ Die  Luinv.  3 ho.,  P.M.,  May  13, 


There  is  no  record  of  a formal  adjournment ; and  ii  I*>oks  very  much 
as  if  the  end  of  this  Congress  was  like  its  beginning,  without  a quorum. 

0 The  Committee  of  Safety  to  (Jeneral  Scknf-r,  "Is  Committee  of 
“Safety,  N‘p.\v  York,  17th  Jany.,  1770,”  and  G- i. -m'  S -hinder' & rejdy, 
“Alhany,  January  2.7,  1770  Journal  of  the  O n ...Yr  f Safety,  “4  ho., 
“ P.M.,  Fob.  1770  etc. 

10  The  net  inn  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  1774.  concerning  the  Com- 
merce of  the  Colonies,  may  be  seen  in  the  .1.--  -v.  - which  it  “recota- 

“ mended.” 

“ We  beg  leave  to  hint,  that  in  the  present  c.  % Tension  of  Trade,  the 
“seamen  of  this  Port  ought  to  he  employed  ujv-n  this  article  of  service” 


s • 


r -he  I'rocinclul  Congress,  “Die  Veneris,  9 ho.,  A.M.,  Deceiu- 


• .'  > u.C  ?'  ihe  Prorincial  Congress,  “Die  Lume,  A.M.,  February  12th, 


4 • • ’ i),e  Provincial  Congress,  “Die  Sahbati,  9 ho.,  A.M.,  Murch 

- ;ig.  177(7.'’ 


[hattenns-men,  for  the  Xorthern  Army,]  “as  ' 
“batteaux,”  ((  '"imnittee  of  Softy  to  Genera.!  S i 
“Safety,  Xfw-Y«*rk,  17th  Jany.,  1776.”) 

11  ••  We  would  beg  leave  to  mention  it  as  n • 
“of  tho  Carpenters  of  this  City,  as  possil 
butted  tur.  for  the  S'-rtharn  Army]  “to  proven, 
“from  starving  by  means  of  tho  stagnation 
“severely  felt  in  this  City  than  in  any  * ;ht 
(The  Committee  of  Safety  to  General  >.  v._ 

“Safety,  New-Yokk,  17th  Jany.,  1776.’”' 

“ l c • n easily  conceive  that  it  is  very  dilficw 
“ ficers  to  procure  a sul/sistence  for  their  : a: 
11  prevails  here,”  (Central  Si  hay  lev  to  the  L\  ' 
“ January  2.7,  1776.”) 
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tlu'ir  trmble-i,  the  troops  from  Connecticut,  who  hu<l 
i„,Ti  unnecessarily  brought  to  the  City  of  New  V,  rk 
— " the.  movement  seemed  to  have  for  its  end  to  eorjvu 
“rather  than  to  defend  New  York *  1 ” — who  were  unem- 
nloyed,  endeavored  to  make  additions  to  their  military 
pay,  by  underbidding  the  local  mechanics,  for  work 
to  be  done,  in  that  City:2  and  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress was  compelled  to  seek  employment,  for  both 
classes,  elsewhere;3  to  establish  manufactories  for  the 
employment  of  them;  4 and  to  supply  provisions  and 
firewood,  to  prevent  their  families  from  starving  or 
perishing  from  the-  cold.3 *  As  many  as  could  do  so, 
said  to  he  one-half  of  the  population,  abandoned  the 
City  of  New  York,  with  their  families,  to  find  safety 
and  employment  and  charity,  elsewhere  ; 0 and  many, 
driven  by  necessity7  and  the  neglect  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  protect  them,8 *  as  well  as  for  the  promised  pay 

See,  also,  the  Manorial  of  the  Vestry  of  the  City  of  Xeic  York  t<>  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  “ May  30,  177G  ;”  etc. 

1 Bancroft's  History  of  the.  United  States,  original  edition,  viii.,  278  ; the 
sir  me,  centenary  edition,  v.,  185. 

2 “The  Regiment  here,  from  Connecticut,  can  turn  out  many  Carpen- 
“ ters,  who  consent  to  work  upon  much  more  reasonable  terms  than  the 
“artificers  of  thib#  City . It  would,  I imagine,  be  worth  while  to  pro-  I 
“vide,  if  possible,  a sufficient  number  of  tools:  when  the  present  work  j 
4‘  is  done,  these  tools  cannot  be  considered  an  idle  purchase:  they  will 
44  always  be  useful,”  ( General  Charles  Lee  to  ihe  Provincial  Congress, 
“New-York,  February  22,  1776.”) 

Already  provided  with  quarter's,  rations,  and  pay,  as  soldiers,  and 
without  tools,  these  men  could  well  afford  to  underbid  the  local 
Mechanics,  whoso  houserents,  food,  and  other  exponces,  including  their 
expensive  tools,  must  be  provided  for,  by  themselves.  But  how  dreary 
the  times  must  have  been,  even  in  Connecticut,  when  her  Artisans,  were 
compelled  to  go  into  the  Army,  in  order  to  gain  their  needed  shelter 
and  their  daily  bread. 

3 The  Committee  of  Saftty  to  General  Schuyler , “In  Committee,  Ne\V- 
“ York,  17th  Jan'y.,  1776.” 

* Journal  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  “Die  Mercurii,  10  ho.,  A. 31., 
“Jany.  24,  1776  ;”  the  same , “Die  Sabbati,  3 ho..  P.M.,  Feby.  3,  1776;” 
the  same,  “Die  Veneris,  10  ho,,  A. 31.,  Feb.  9,  1776;”  Journal  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  “Die  Veneris,  4 ho.,  P.31..  March  8,  1776.” 

5 Journal  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  “ Dio  Sabbati,  3 ho.,  P.3L,  Feby.  3. 
“1770;”  the  same,  “Dio  Veneris,  10  lio.,  A. 31.,  Feb.  9.  17.76;”  Journal 
of  the  Provincial  Congress,  “ Die  Yeueri.s,  4 ho.,  P.31.,  March  8,  1776.” 

Monies  were  also  “advanced  to  the  distressed  wives  and  ft  iends  of  sun- 
“ dry  soldiers,  now  in  Canada,  in  thcservicc  of  the  united  Colonies,”  (Jour-  j 
rial  of  the  Provincial  Congress , “ Die  Veneris,  4 ho.,  P.31.,  Marchs,  1776.”)  | 

6 “The  Inhabitants  of  this  City  arc  much  alarmed  at  various  confident  , 
“advises  of  your  destination,  with  a considerable  body  of  forces,  for  J 
“active  service,  here.  * * * We  should  not  have  troubled  you  with  ' 
“this  application,  had  it  not  boon  to  procure  such  information  from  you  1 
“as  may  enable  us,  in  a prudent  use  of  it,  to  allay  the  fears  of  our  in-  ' 
‘•habitants,  who,  at  this  inclement  season  of  the  year,  wiil  continue,  as  ■ 
“they  lmve  already  begun,  to  remove  their  women  and  children,  and 
“which,  if  continued,  may  occasion  hundreds  to  perish,  for  want  of  j 
“shelter,”  ('J'hr  Committee  of  Safety  to  General  Charles  Lee,  “In  Commit-  j 
“tee  of  Safety,  Nf.w-Yokk,  21st  Jany,  1776.”) 

“This  City  is  in  Terror  and  confusion:  One  half  of  its  inhabitants  ! 
“have  withdrawn  with  their  effects,  hundreds  without  the  means  to  j 
“ support  their  families,”  (Governor  Tujon  to  the  Lari  of  Dartmouth 

4 ‘Sun*  Dutchess  of  Gordon  off  New  York  8th  Feb.v  177*,.”) 

See,  also,  the  Order  of  the  Prorim  :ial  Congress  to  the  male  lief  ogee s,  to 

return  to  the  City — Journal  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  “Die  Veneris,  10 
“ ho.,  A.  M.,  3Iay  10,  177*);”  Memorial  of  the  Vestry  of  the  City  to  the 
Provincial  Congress,  May  30,  1776  ; etc. 

7 William  Smith,  Chairman,  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  " St'FFOLK- 

“ c i nty,  Jany  21,  1776;” 

H Governor  Tryon  to  the  Lari  of  hart  month,  No.  22,  “On  Board  the 

“Sim*  Diti  hf.ssof  Gordon  New  York  Harbour,  0th  Deer.  1775  tin 

saw*-,  No.  25,  “On  Board  thf.  Ship  Dutchess  of  Gordon  New  York 

“ Harbour,  3d  Jinry  1776  ;”  etc. 


in  what  was  circulated  as  money, “ were  led  to  enlist 
in  the  short-term  levies  which  then  constituted  the 
Continental  Army,  carrying  into  that  service  no 
I greater  sympathy  for  the  Rebellion  than  they  had 
previously  possessed,  and  discharging  t lie  duties 
which  were  thus  imposed  on  them,  with  perfect 
unconcern  and  with  no  greater  animus  than  was 
produced  by  the  expectation  of  receiving  the  stipu- 
lated payment  for  the  services  which  were  promised, 
j Indeed,  the  extent  and  character  of  the  sympathy 
with  the  Rebellion,  as  a matter  of  principle,  which 
prevailed  among  the  Colonists,  generally,  may  be 
seen,  very  clearly  defined,  in  tlieir  hesitation  t , take 
the  field  in  support  of  it,  even  where  no  enemy  was 
and  where  none  was  expected,1"  and  in  their  precision 
! of  movements,  homeward,  when  the  terms  of  service 
I of  those  who  had  been  induced  to  enlist  had  expired. 

! There  appears  to  have  been  a foundation  in  fact  for 
; what  Governor  Try  on  wrote  to  the  Home  Govern- 
j ment,  that  “ was  it  not  from  the  awe  of  the  inhabit- 
“ ants  of  the  neighboring  Colonies  and  the  eoutroul- 
“ing  influence  of  the  Continental  Congress  I am  per- 
suaded there  would  be  an  immediate  Eud,  in  this 
province,  to  all  Committees  and  Congresses.’’11 
As  the  period  of  time  which  is  now  under  review 
['November  4,  1775,  until  May  14,  1776,]  included  the 
later  Autumn,  the  Winter,  and  the  Spring,  the  farm- 
ers of  Westchester-county,  as  far  as  they  were  per- 
mitted to  do  so,  undoubtedly  pursued  tlieir  usual  vo- 
cations, with  their  usual  diligence  and  quietness — 
they  certainly  harvested  their  various  agricultural 
productions,  and  marketed  the  surplus  of  their  crops,12 


2 “With  many,  tho  principal  inducement  to  onlist  arises  from  the 
“hopes  of  Cash.” — Abraham  Yales,  Junior,  Chairman,  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  “ALBANY  COMMITTEE  CHAMBER,  lltll  April,  1776.” 

1,1  In  Orango-countv,  “none  but  the  lower  class  of  mankind  will  enlist; 
“and  these  were  conceived  not  to  be  the  men  to  be  depended  on,” 
(Elihu  Marvin,  Chairman,  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  “ Is  COUNTY  COM- 
“ mittke,  Oxford,  Feb.  15,  1776.”)  In  Duchess-county,  enlistments 
could  be  made  only  on  the  stipulation  that  the  men  thus  enlisted  should 
not  be  required  to  do  service  outside  of  the  Colon)*  of  New  York.  (T/gme- 
niuh  Ph'tt , Chairman,  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  “ PounnivEEPSiK,  Feb.  9, 
*1776.”)  In  Albany-coimty,  the  recruiting-officers  “ found  great diffi- 
“ culties  for  want  of  money,”  ( Tim  Albany  Committee  to  the  Committee  of 
Sofi'ty,  “Albany,  2 April,  1776.”)  The  enlistments  were  so  low  in  num- 
ber, in  Queens-county,  that  the  recruiting-officers  abandoned  the  under- 
taking. ( Journal  of  lh<  Committee  of  Safety,  “ Die  3Iei*curii,  10  ho., 
“A. 31.,  May  8,  1776,”)  In  the  City  of  New  York,  the  success  was  so 
small  that  the  reeruHing-oflicers  were  dismissed,  “with  great  re- 
“ luctance,”  and  their  several  recruits  consolidated,  (Jon mat  of  the 
I*ro  vitriol  'Congress,  “ Die  Jovis,  9 ho.,  A. 31.,  May  9,  1776.") 

11  G cernor  Tryou  to  the  Lari  of  Dartmouth,  No.  22,  “On  Board  the 
“Sut?  Dutches^  of  Gordon*  New  York  II arbour,  6th  Doer.,  1776.” 

12  Journal  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  “ Dio  Jovis,  3 lio.,  I\3L,  December 
“ 14,  1775  ;”  the  same,  “Dio  Veneris,  10  ho.,  A. 31.,  Deer.  15,  1775;” 

! the  sawn,  “ Die  Mercurii,  id  ho.,  A. 31.,  Feb.  21,  1776;  ” the.  same,  “ Die 
I “Lunar,  3 he.,  1*.M.,  March  4,  1776;”  the  same,  “ Die  Mercurii,  10  ho., 
j “A. 31.,  3Iarch  13,  1776:”  Journal  of  (he  OormiUec  of  Safety,  “ 4 ho., 

| “P.31.,  Feb.  10,  1770;”  the  same,  “Die  Luna;,  10  ho.,  A.  31.,”  and  “ 4 
! “ho.,  P.3I.,”  “March  1>,  1776;”  the  same,  “Die  Mercurii,  4 ho.,  P.M., 

1 “ April  17,  1770;  ” etc. 

The.  great  quantities  * *f  Wheat,  Flour,  fresh  and  salted  Beef  and  Pork, 
f Hams,  smoked  Beef,  Tallow,  Lard,  Poultry,  and  other  products  of  the 
j farms  in  Westchester-rounty,  whi  h,  notwithstanding  tho  disturbances 
j which  the  fanners  sustained,  were  marketed,  exclusively  of  the  supplies 
* sent  on  the  multitude  of  31arket-sloops  to  the  City  of  New  York,  during 
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sometimes  in  the  neighboring  City:  .sometimes -for  the *  1 
uses  of  distant  communities,  who  sent  there,  tor  -up-  - 
plies;  sometimes  for  the  uses  of  the  Armies,  in  the 
field;  and,  whenever  an  opportunity  was  afforded,  to 
the  men-ofiwar,  in  the  harbor.  The  local  Commit-  i 
tees, sometimes,  consequentially  assumed  to  interrupt  1 
their  traffic;1  and  the  Committee  of  Safety,  in  order 
to  prevent  ‘‘sundry  persons  from  Connecticut”  from 
purchasing,  for  the  evident  purpose  of  forestalling 
the  market,  “requested  the  Committee  of  the  County 
“of  Westchester  to  take  effectual  means  to  prevent 
“the  sale  and  transportation  of  any  barrelled  Beef, 
“or  Pork  out  of  Westchester-county,  to  any  person  or 
“persons  residing  out  of  this  Colony,  or  for  the  use  of 
“any  person  or  persons  residing  out  of  this  Colony,  j 
“ until  the  further  order  of  the  Provincial  Congress  | 
“or  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony;”2  j 
but,  nevertheless,  the  fertility  of  the  County  and  the 
patient  industry  of  the  greater  number  of  those  who 
lived  therein  were  known  aud  utilized,  throughout 
the  entire  seaboard. 

The  same  local  terrorism  which  had  prevailed, 
throughout  the  County,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
former  Provincial  Congress,  was  continued,  with  the 
sanction  of  this;3  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  County  were  seized,  only  on  information  secretly 
conveyed  by  unseen  accusers,  and  cast  into  prison,  - 
without  a hearing ; 4 and  some  of  them  were  severely 


the  period  now  under  examination,  prove,  beyond  a question,  and  apart 
from  every  other  consideration,  how  short  sighted  the  leaders  of  the 
Rebellion  were,  when,  through  the  violence  of  their  lawlessness,  they 
impaired  the  productiveness  of  so  fruitful  a source  of  supplies,  both  for 
the  City  and  for  their  Armies. 

1 See  pages  140, 150,  post. 

2 Vide  pages  150,  151,  post. 

3 W’il-liam  Sutton,  Esq.,  of  Mamaroneck,  appeared  before  the  Congress, 
personally,  and  informed  that  body  that  he  had  been  obliged,  for 
fear  of  injuries,  to  leave  his  homo  ; and  requested  protection  to  return 
to  his  house,  aud  to  occupy  it.  He  is  understood  to  have  been  the  ten- 
ant occupying  what  is  known  as  DuLancey's  Neck,  {Journal  of  the  I*rovin- 
ciul  Congress , “ Die  Veneris,  10  lio.,  A.M.,  Deer.  15,  1775  ; ” Information 
received,  personally,  from  Edwanl  F.  de  Lanceij,  Esq., one  of  the  present  onm- 
ers  of  lie  Lamey's  Neck.) 

Thomas  Merritt  was  arrested  and  taken  before  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  in  tho  City  of  New  York,  “on  information  of  persons  from 
“ Westchester-county,  that  be  had  declared  he  had  seen  [*-ople  casting 
“great  quantities  of  Ballots,  to  kill  the  Whigs;  aud  that  he  knew 
“where  great  quantities  .of  those  Bullets  were"— a trumped-up  charge, 
which  w ,i-  so  entirely  transparent  that,  after  his  accusers  and  their  wit- 
nesses had  beeiv examined  by  the  Committee  of  safety,  whose  fondness 
of  persecution  was  known  to  all,  Merritt  was  promptly  mschurged. 

These  may  serve  as  specimens  of  the  whole  number. 

* Benjamin  Hunt  and Oakley,  of  Eastchester,  w ere  arrested  be- 

cause they  had  taken  some  Sheep,  Pigs,  aud  Poultry,  to  Brooklyn,  said 
to  have  been  for  the  Asia..  William  Weyman  was  arrested  for  having 

assisted  in  taking  some  produce  to  the  A.u'ti.  Dr.  Azor  Betts,  of 

, was  arrested  for  violent  words  of  denunciation,  when  the  Con- 
gress arbitrarily  broke  down  bis  business,  as  an  inoeulalor  for  the  Small- 
pox, and  deprived  him  of  the  means  of  support  for  Ids  family.  Godfrey 

Haines,  Bartholomew  llaines,  Isaac  Gednev,  and  Palmer,  all  of 

them  <_>f  Rye  or  Mamaroneck,  are  already  know  n to  the  reader,  in  th.  sad 
story  of  the  Sloop  Polly  aud  Ann,  (page  1U),  unC* ;)  ami  James  and  William 
Lounsberry  ; Isaac,  John,  and  Joshua  Gedm-y  ; John  Fouler;  Isiac 
and  Peter  Valentine  ; Isaac,  Joseph,  and  Joshuu  Purdy  ; William  Arm- 
strong ; William  Sutton  ; John  Flood  ; James,  John,  Thomas,  and  Wil- 
liam Haines;  ami  Joshua  Burrell,  besides  several  others,  were  ar- 


treat  oil,  while  they  were  prisoners.5  They  were 
plundered  of  their  Arms,  again  and  again,  some- 
times bv  Connecticut-men  called  in  by  the  County 
( Vuninittec6  <>r  by  the  brutal  General  Charles  Lee,7 
and  sometimes  by  orders  from  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress or  its  Committee  of  Safety ; 8 levies  were  made 
on  her  Militia,  for  the  construction  of  the  defen- 
sive works  in  the  City  of  New  York;9  and  two 
Companies  of  the  new  Regiments  in  the  New- 
York  Line  of  the  Continental  Army  were  assigned  to 
be  raised  in  Westchester-county. 111  It  is  al.-o  note- 
worthv,  as  a portion  of  the  history  of  that  period, 
that  Westchester-countv  afforded  the  first  evidence  of 
the  alteration  of  a Provincial  Bill  of  Credit — one  of 
the  last  emission,  for  five  dollars,  having  been  altered 
so  that  it  appeared  to  have  been  one  ot  ten  dollars.” 

The  opening  of  the  new  year — the  exact  date  does 
not  appear,  if  it  was  ever  definitely  known — witnessed 
a transaction  by  which  the  lower  portion  of  the 
County  of  Westchester,  especially  the  Towns  of 
Mamaroneck,  Kastchester,  Westchester,  and  \ onkers, 
was  greatly  disturbed  ; and  yet  it  was  an  occurrence 

rested  in  connection  with  spiking  of  the  Caunou,  near  Kingsbridge,  of 
which  more  will  be  seen,  hereafter,  (pages  147,  14$,  pout.) 

5 Doctor  Azor  Beits,  Godfrey  Haines,  William  Lou  nsberry,  Joshua 
Gedney,  Joseph  Purdy,  Joshua  Burrell,  and  Thomas  Haines  were  among 
those  who  were  manacled  and  otherwise  treated  with  great  inhumanity. 

6 See  pages  112,  113,  114,  123,  auto. 

" Colonel  Samuel  Drake  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  “New-Tokk,  Feb}'. 
“16,  1770  ;“  Journal  of  the  Provincial  Congress , “Die  \ eueris,  .3  ho., 
“ P.M.,  Fob.  16,  1776  ; ” the  same,  “Die  Sabbati,  10  ho.,  A.M.,  Feb.  17, 
‘*1776  ;’’  the  same,  “Die  Veneris,  10  ho.,  A.M.,  Feby.  23,  1776.” 

Colonel  Watorbury,  who  accompanied  General  Lee,  through  West- 
chester-county, acknowledged  his  possession  of  thirty  Guns,  two  pairs 
of  Holsters,  nine  Cutlasses,  and  three  Pistols— how  many  more  he  had 
seized,  and  retained  or  sent  back  into  Connecticut,  are  now  unknown  ; 
and  no  record  was  taken  of  the  names  of  those  who  had  been  thus 
plundered.  They  must  have  been  taken,  however,  ou  the  line  of 
march  of  his  Regiment,  between  the  Sawpitsand  Kingsbridge  ; and 
there  was  not  the  slightest  shadow  of  even  revolutionary  authority  for 
j the  seizure,  except  the  law  of  the  stronger  and  that  of  thieves. 

® See  pages  112,  121,  122,  ante. 

® “ Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Joseph  Drake  and  Colcnel 
“ Thomas  Thomas,  of  Westchester-county,  do  draft  out  of  their  Regiments 
“two  hundred  men,  in  the  following  proportions,  to  wit : Two  Compa- 
j “nies  of  sixty-five  Privates  each,  besides  the  Captaius  and  other  inferior 
! “ Officers,  out  of  Colonel  Joseph  Drake’s  Regiment ; aud  one  Company 
“of  sixty-five  Privates,  with  the  Captain  and  other  inferior  officers,  in 
“Colonel  Thomas’s  Regiment,  and  us  many  more  men  out  of  those  two 
“ Regiments  as  will  turn  out,  volunteers  for  that  service,  to  bo  iinme- 
j “ (tiately  sent  to  the  Pity  of  New  York,  armed  and  accoutred  in  tbe 
“ best  manner  possible,  and  to  be  joined  to  Colonel  Samuel  Drake’s 
“ Kc.imeiit,”  [if  B rstvh  county  Minute  men  (pages  D $,  lnO,  ante)  v/PcA 
icas  then  in  the  City]  “and  to  receive  the  sathe  pay  and  provisions  as  the 
“ other  Continental  forces  in  this  Colony.”  (Journal  of  the  Provincial 
Congress,  “Die  Jovis,  4 ho.,  F.M.,  March  14,  1776.”) 

Colonels,  uiuel  Drake's  Regiment,  referred  to  in  this  Order,  was  the 
I skeleton  Regiment  of  We>tclu>ter-county  Minute-men,  which  was 
I then  in  the  Continental  Service,  and  posted  at  floern’s  Hook,  ou  the 
| Island  of  Manhattan,  at  tbe  mouth  of  the  llarlem-river,  and  opposite  to 
j Hell-gato,  where  was  one  of  the  passes  to  Long  Island. 

We  have  not  found  any  record  of  the  three  Companies  which  were 
| thus  drawn  from  Westchester-county,  if  they  were  drawn, 
j WJmirutU  of  the  /Vo vinciul  Congress,  “ Die  Solis,  10  ho.,  A.M.,  Feb.  IS, 

| u Journal  of  the  Committee  *f  istf*tg%  “ Die  Veneris,  A. M.,  April  19, 
j “ 1776;”  The  Committee  of  Sttfrty  (<■  the  Committee  if  Westchester-county, 
j “In  Committee  or  Saffty,  New  York,  April  19,  1776.” 
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h ich  might  have  been  certainly  foreseen  and  easily  | 
j..-.- vented,  had  those  who  were  immediately  concerned 
in  preventin''  it  possessed  the  foresight  and  caution 
which  are  usually  attributed  to  intelligent  men. 

We  have  already  noticed  the  fact  that,  at  the  he-  i 
ginning  of  the  active  revolutionary  movements  which 
fallowed  the  receipt  of  intelligence  that  General  Gage  j 
had  unwisely  commenced  active  military  operations  ; 
in  the  field,  many  of  the  Cannon  which  belonged  to 
private  individuals,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  were 
drawn  to  Kingsbridge ; 1 and,  subsequently,  as  the 
political  feeling  became  more  intense,  every  gun  in 
the  City,  no  matter  how  useless  for  any  other  purpose 
than  for  old  metal  it  might  have  been,  was  ordered  to 
the  same  place.2 

It  is  not  clear  what  good  was  expected  to  be  de-  | 
rived  from  those  movements  of  the  guns;  but  it  is  j 
very  clear  that,  before  the  close  of  the  year  1775,  be-  1 
tween  three  and  four  hundred  Cannon,  of  all  calibres,  | 
grades,  and  conditions — some  of  them  good  and  ser-  j 
viceable;  others,  less  valuable  and  less  useful;  the 
greater  number,  honeycombed  and  worthless,  uuless  j 
for  old  iron  ;_aad  all  of  them,  unmounted  and  with- 
out carriages — were  accumulated  in  three  large  gath- 
erings, one,  of  about  fifty  guns,  being  at  “ John  Wil-  | 
“liams’s,” 3 the  Williams-bridge  of  the  present  day  ; 
one,  “ at  or  near  Kingsbridge;  ” and  the  third,  or  larger, 
parcel  within  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  Isaac 
Valentine’s  house,  the  Valentine’s-hill  of  that  period, 
as  well  as  of  this.1  They  were  entirely  unguarded; 
and  it  is  very  evident  that  they  were  lying  side  by 
side,  presenting  an  apparently  formidable  array,  not- 
withstanding their  actually  existing  harmlessuess. 

In  view  of  the  seeming  importance  of  that  impos- 
ing park  of  artillery  and  of  the  eutire  absence  of  the 
slightest  care  for  its  safety— in  retaliation,  also,  it 
may  have  been,  for  insults  offered  and  wrongs  and  in- 
juries inflicted — somebody,  early  in  January,  1776, 
effectually  spiked  all  the  guns  and  plugged  many  of 
them  with  large  stones  forced  into  them,  and  escaped 
without  having  been  discovered.  The  exploit  was 

1 Vide  pages  75,  93,  aute. 

- “While  this  immaculate  General ” [Charles  I.ee,  ] “ had  the  command 
“in  New  York,  about  2<  >0  pieces  of  heavy  cannon  which  were  mounted 
“in  Fort  George  and  upon  the  Battery,  w w forcibly  taken  away  bj 
“ his  orders,  ami  lodged  upon  the  Common, ” [G>.--  Z'-o7.-,j  “facing  his 
“Quarters.  But,  lost  upon  the  arrival  of  tho  British  Army,  they 
“ should  be  retaken,  lie  ordered  them  to  be  carried  up  to  King"  s Bridge, 
“about  14  miles  from  New  York.  The  persons  employed  in  this  service 
“ wanting  horses,  applied  t<>  tho  Ccueral  to  supply  the  defect.  An  hon- 
est, a virtuous  man,  and  a Christian,  will  shudder  at  the  answer  : 

“ ‘Chain  *20  damned  Tories  to  eacli  gun,  and  lot  them  draw  them  out 
“4an  l be  cursed.  It  is  a proper  employment  for  such  villains,  and  a 
“‘punishment  they  deserve  for  their  eternal  loyalty  they  so  much 
“ ‘ boast  of,’  ” (Jones's  HUG  try  of  Xan  York,  -during  Go3  Ikenjntomnni  Bur, 
i.,  82,  $3.) 

“ T counteihtwo  hundred  and  eighty  pieces  of  Caimou,  from  twenty- 
“ four  to  three  pounders,  at  Kingsbridge,  which  the  Committee  had  se- 
“ cured  fur  the  use  of  the  Colonies, " (/>-  <:tor  lieifnrnin  Church's  treasonable 
U"-r,  intercepted  in  Jolt),  1775.) 

‘Stephen  Ward  to  the  Ptvrinc.Ztl  Congress,  “ March  6,  1776.” 

4 Journal  of  the  Committee  of  S-tfety,  “ Die  Mercurii,  10  ho.,  A.M.,  j 

“ Jany.  31,  1770.”  I 


soon  made  known,  however;  and,  ad  may  be  reason- 
ablv  supposed,  not  only  Westchcsler-couuty,  but  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  the 
Provincial  Congress  having  taken  a recess  on  the 
twenty -second  of  December  preceding,  was  thrown 
into  t lie  greatest  excitement. 

The  local  Committee  of  the  County  of  Westchester, 
amply  endowed,  by  its  own  lawless  zeal  and  by  the 
equally  lawless  grace  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  with 
entire  authority  to  arrest  anybody  and  everybody  on 
whom  its  whims  or  its  animosities  might  rest,  very 
promptly  exercised  its  ill-founded  prerogatives  ; and  a 
large  number  of  t lie  residents  of  the  three  Towns  of 
Westchester,  Eastchester,  andMamaroueck,  and  some 
of  those  of  Y onkers,  was  seized,  aud  carried  before  it, 
and  examined.  Many  of  these  were  evidently  dis- 
charged, because  nothing  was  shown  to  sustaiu  the 
suspicions  or  antipathies  which  had  prompted  those 
who  had  seized  them  ; but  there  were  others,  a con- 
siderable number,  who  were  filtered  out  from  the 
great  mass  of  the  suspected,  because  of  their  seeming 
or  construed  connection  with  thespiking  of  theguns, 
and  sent  down  to  the  City  of  New  York,  to  be  dis- 
posed of,  by  the  generally  relentless  Committee  of 
Safety,  agreeably  to  the  dictates  of  its  stern,  imperious 
will.  Among  those  who  were  thus  selected  to  face 
the  ord'ea.l  of  that  Committee,  in  which  the  great 
professional  experience  of  John  Morin  Scott  was  com- 
bined with  the  savage  coldness  of  Alexander  McDou- 
gal  and  John  Brasher,  were  John  Fowler,  Peter  Val- 
entine, William  Lounsberry,  James  Lounsberry, 
Joseph  Purdy,  William  Armstrong,  William  Sutton, 
John  Flood,  Isaac  Purdy,  John  Geduev,  John 
Haines,  Joshua  Gedney,  Josiah  Burrell,  William 
Haines,  James  Haines,  Junior,  Thomas  Haines, 
Isaac  Gedney,  Isaac  Valentine,  William  Dicken, 
Isaac  Valentine,  Junior,  and  Cornelius  McCartney — 
the  latter  a schoolmaster,  in  Y'onkers — and  several  of 
these  were  subjected  to  great  hardships  and  cruelty, 
iu  the  confinement  to  which  they  were. subjected.5 

On  the  thirty-first  of  January,  1776,  the  Committee 
of  Safety  directed  Jacamiali  Allen  to  remove  those 
of  the  guns  which  were  uear  Kingsbridge,  as  well  as 
those  which  were  near  John  Williams’s,  “to  the 
“ larger  parcel  at  Valentine’s,  so  as  to  have  them  all 
“brought  together,  for  the  greater  convenience  of 
“guarding  them  and  drilling  out  the  spikes  ;”  and, 
at  the  same  time,  the  Committee  agreed  to  give  Allen 
twenty  shillings  apiece  for  clearing  and  unspiking 
the  whole  of  the  guns  and  for  removing  those  at  Wil- 
liams’s; hut  those  at  Kingsbridge  were  to  be  removed, 
at  the  expense  of  the  CoinmiteeJ 

5 There  art*  so  many  entries,  in  the' Journal  <f  the  Gannidtce  of  S-jfety, 
concerning  the  gpiking  of  the  guns  ami  those  who  were  supposed  t*» 
have  been  interested  in  the  transaction,  that  we  cuunof  pretend  to  refer 
to  them,  separately.  The  r \ider  is  referred  to  the  body  of  the  Journal, 
during:  January  ami  February,  1770. 

See,  also,  the  Journal  of  th*  Provincial  Congress,  during  March,  I776;etc. 

® Journal  of  the  Committee  of  S'lfety,  “Die  Mt-rcurii,  10  ho.,  A.M., 
“ Jany.  31,  1775.” 
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On  tlic  twcnty-secoml  of  January,  on*-  <>f  the  Tndr-  ! 
pendent  Companies  of  the  City  of  New  Yurk.1  pn>b- 
ubly  “The  Buuw.v  Bn  rs,”  commanded  by  Captain 
Jonathan  Blake,1  was  ordered  into  the  service  of  the  , 
Colony,  for  the  protection  of  the  guns ; but  a draft  ! 
was  subsequently  made  from  the  Minute-men  of  the  ! 
County,  to  discharge  that  service,1  a Captain,  a Lieu- 
tenant, two  Sergeants,  a Corporal,  fourteen  privates,  a 
Guardhouse,  and  all  the  surroundings  of  a permanent  \ 
outpost  having  been  provided  for  that  easy  purpose/ 
It  might  have  beeu  expected  that  that  favored  party  of 
White  Plains  Minute-men  would  very  soon  excite  feel- 
ings of  envy  among  those,  surrounding  its  position,  : 
who  were  not  enjoying  the  feast  of  fat  things  which  it  | 
had  secured;  and  it  was  so — David  Barclay,  recoin-  ; 
mended  by  Stephen  Ward,  the  latter  a Tavern-keeper,  | 
near  where  Tuckahoe  is,  and  a deputy  in  the  Provin- 
cial Congress,3  applied  for  the  job  of  guarding  the 
guns,  offering  to  do  so  for  thirteen  pounds  per  week, 
which  was  less  than  one  half  the  amount  which  had 
been  expended  on  the  skeleton  Company  of  Minute- 
men  who  had  previously  discharged  that  duty;6  and 
the  offer  was  promptly  accepted.7  Jacamiah  Allen, 
who  was  drilling  the  spikes  from  the  guns,  appears, 
however,  to  have  been  unwilling  that  any  others 
should  poach  on  his  manor;  and,  very  promptly,  he 
underbid  Barclay,  offering  to  do  the  same  guard-duty 
which  Yarian  and  Barclay  had  successively  done,  the 
former  at  a cost  of  more  than  twenty-six  pounds  and 
the  latter  at  thirteen,  for  only  six  pounds,  ten  shill- 


1 The.  Committee  of  Safety  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Graham , In  Commit- 
“tf.f  of  Safety,  Nf.w-York,  Jany.  22,  1776.” 

- Compare  Captain  Jonathon  131. ike’s  letter  to  the  Committee  of  Safety 
“Head  Quarters  in  Westchester,  Jauy.  31,  1776,”  with  tho  Roster 
of  Colonel  Male om' 8 Regiment , — Historical  Manuscript*  relating  to  the  War 
of  the  Revolution,  in  the  Secretary  of  State’s  Otlke,  Albany:  Military 
Returns,  xxvii.,  1. 

5 The  OmhniUee  of  Safety  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Graham,  “In  Cosimit- 
“tfk  of  Safety,  New  York,  Jany.  22,  1770.” 

4 “I  hereby  acquaint  you  that  I have  taken  an  account  from  Capt 
“Yarian  what  the  expense  of  guarding  the  guns  at  Valentiue’s  and 
“Williams’  will  be,  this  week,  vizt. : 1 Capt.,  1 Lieut.,  2 Sergeants,  1 
“ Corporal,  and  14  Privates.  C of  the  above  men  board  at  10s.  per 
“week,  and  tho  others  draw  provisions  from  the  Commksary,  with  a 
“Guard  room  and  firewood,  at  £3.  per  week,  besides  items,  making  in 
“the  whole  about  £26.,  and  last  week  it  was  considerably  more.” 
(Strplmn  Ward  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  “March  177'..’) 

it  will  i-e  remembered  that  James  Yarian,  the  fa\  .1  commander  of 
tho  Guard,  in  t.hi.-  intta: • with  eigliteeeii  other*,  h id  ! • • n constituted 
a full-tlodged  Company  of  Westchester^county  Minute-mcu,  on  the  four- 
teenth of  l'\'T>ruary  preceding  (vide  pays  10.3,  loo,  ante;)  audit  v.ill  be  | 
seen,  from  that  letter  which  has  been  quoted,  bow  soon  and  in  what  | 
manner  those  nineteen  Westch ester-count}'  “patriots”  reached  the  i 
sweets  to  which  they  had  aspired — five  held  (dikes  of  greater  or  less  ! 
dignity,  while  the  fourteen  who  held  no  offices  enjoyed  the  comforts  of  ; 
drawing  their  support  from  the  Commissary  or  from  the  Treasury  of  ! 
the  Provincial  Congress,  in  addition  to  the  pay  of  soldiers  and  what,  : 
by  book  or  by  crook,  they  could  pick  up,  iu  the  neighborhood  of  their 
quarters. 

This  was  only  a moderate  specimen  of  what  constituted  the  greater 
portion  of  the  “ patriotism  ” of  the  Westchester-couuty  revolutionists, 
at  that  period. 

6 St» pJaii  Ward  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  “March  5,  ITT4'*. 

® Ibid. 

1 Journal  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  “Die  Mercurii,  4 ho  , I'M.,  March 
“G,  1776.” 


ings  per  week ; and,  of  course,  Barclay  was  super*.  <k  i 
and  the  coveted  job  was  given  to  the  !a*t  cum,  r.' 
Very  reasonably,  Barclay  complained  to  the  Congr  -*, 
and  made  a counter-offer  which  was  more  favorable 
than  the  offer  on  which  Allen  had  been  employed; 
and,  of  course,  the  latter  was  ousted,  leaving  him  in 
possession  3 — an  illustration  of  what  material  the  mv- 
ereated  controlling  power,  (‘'the  Ring,”  if  the  reader 
pleases.)  in  Westchester-con ntv,  in  1 77<»,  was  com- 
posed ; and  in  what  the  “patriotism”  of  that  con- 
trolling power  consisted. 

In  the  latter  part  of  January,  1 77 <>,  burning  with 
anxiety  to  he  at  the  head  of  a separate  command,  away 
from  General  Washington,  and  availing  himself  of 
the  rumor  that  a heavy  military  force  had  been  sent 
from  Boston,  probably  to  New  York,10  the  infamous 
Charles  Lee,  who  was,  then,  second  in  command  of 
the  Continental  Army  and  in  the  zenith  of  his  evan- 
escent fame,  induced  the  Commander-in-chief11  to  de- 
spatch him,  from  Boston,  to  the  latter  City,  “with 
“such  volunteers  as  he”  [ could'}  “quickly  assemble, 
“on  his  march,  in  order  to  put  the  City  of  New  York 
“ ia  the  best  posture  of  defense  the  season  and  cireutn- 
“ stances  will  admit  of.”  11 

In  the  prosecution  of  the  duties  to  which  General 
Lee  had  been  thus  assigned — in  his  enlistment  of 
men  into  the  service  of  the  Continent;  in  his  appoint- 
ment of  the  ruffian,  Isaac  Sears,  to  a high  military 
office;  in  the  barbarities  inflicted  on  the  inhabitants 
of  Queens-county,  by  his  authorized  representative, 
Sears;  in  his  haughty  disregard  of  the  local  authori- 
ties, legal  or  revolutionary,  in  New  York ; and  iu  his 
personal  and  official  intercourse  with  those  authori- 
ties and  with  the'  inhabitants  of  the  City — the 
Instruction*  which  General  Washington  had  given  to 
him,  as  well  as  the  superior  enactments  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  and  Lis  own  knowledge  of  the 
proprieties  of  intercourse  between  individuals  and  of 
the  character  of  obligations  iu  business  relations, 
were  entirely  disregarded  ; and  he  permitted  himself 
to  be  controlled,  instead,  by  his  own  vile  and  ill- 
controlled  passions  and  by  the  promptings  of  those, 
as  ill-constituted  as  himself,  who  were  gathered 
around  him  and  who  pandered  to  Ids  vanity  and  his 
malignancy,  for  tire  promotion  of  their  own  evil 
purposes. ' It  is  not  within  the  purposes  of  this  pub- 
lication, however,  to  take  more  than  a passing  notice 

8 Journal  of  the  Committee,  of  Sof  ty,  “Die  Luna*,  4 bo.,  P.M.,  March 
“IS,  1770;”  and  the  same,  “Die  31  Artis,  tho.,  1\M.,  March  10,  1776.” 

9 Journal  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  “ Die  Sabbat i,  A.M.,  March  23, 
“ 1776.” 

I ' Gem  ral  Washington  to  tlm  President  of  Congress,  “ OaMHRH'GE,  4 Janu- 

“ary,  177G  the  sain",  “Cambridge,  11  January.  1770  ;”  General  ir.-di- 
ing t<m's  Instructions  to  Central  I.  , “ UeaD-Qi  C.vMBRIPgK,  8 Jun- 

“uury,  1770.” 

II  General  Washington’.**  letter  to  John  Adams,  “Cambridge,  7 Jami- 
“ary,  1770,”  clearly  in* heated  that  General  Lee  operated  on  the  CVm- 
inaialv-r  in-chiVf  through  John  Adams,  who  was,  then,  in  Massachusetts. 

l-  Genial  Washington  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  “ Cam  Bail*.  E,  Junu- 
“ ur)  177G." 

fee,  also,  General  Washington's  Instructions  Li  G-turul  Lee,  “ HkaD- 
“ Quarters,  Cambridge,  $ January,  1770.” 
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A.,v-  of  these  transactions  of  that  early  military 
v, . r,  in  * ^uceiis-i'Dii nty  or  in  the  City  of  New 
\ . r»  ; hut  those  outrages  which  wc  re  in  dieted  by  his 
authority,  on  the  farmers  of  Westchester-comitv, 
nl.ile  he  was  marching  through  the  County,  on  his 
» av  to  New  York,  may  he  noticed,  in  its  pages — in 
jiis  progress  over  the  well-known  Post-road,  between 
the  Byrum-river  and  Kingsbridge,  the  same  line  of 
march  which  had  been  traversed  by  Soars  and  his 
• banditti,  a few  weeks  previously,  he  appears  to  have 
regarded  himself  as  the  legitimate  possessor  of 
despotic  powers,  while  those  among  whom  he  was, 
were  considered  as  only  base  creatures  who  were 
absolutely  subject  to  his  unbridled  caprices  and  to 
the  most  extravagant  exactions  of  those  who  sur- 
rounded him.  Notwithstanding,  within  the  pre- 
ceding six  or  seven  weeks,  the  farmers  who  lived 
along  or  near  the  line  of  the  Post-road  had  been 
visited  by  Sears  and  his  gang  of  Connecticut  banditti, 
both  on  their  way  to  the  City  of  New1 2  York  and  on 
their  return,  thence,  to  Connecticut,  by  whom,  on 
each  occasion,  they  had  been  ruthlessly  plundered,1 
they  were  again  visited,  during  that  march  of  Con- 
necticut-men,  under  General  Lee,  by  that  new  detach- 
ment df  New  England  freebooters,  and  robbed,  to  the 
full  extent  of  the  hungry-  desires  of  their  brutal 
visitors.  Indeed,  notwithstanding  the  recent  visita- 
tion of  his  ruffianly  countrymen  to  each  of  these 
peaceful  families  and  the  reckless  depredations  of 
those  cowardly  banditti,  Colonel  Waterbury,  who 
commanded  the  Regiment  whom  General  Lee  bad 
mustered  into  the  Continental  service — himself,  as 
was  subsequently  seen  and  heard,  in  the  City  of  New 
York,  as  fine  a specimen  of  the  same  class  as  was 
needed  to  perpetuate  it  - — under  the  direct  sanction 
of  the  General  and  wi.th  his  orders,  but  without  the 
slightest  authority,  legal  or  revolutionary,  of  either 
the  local  or  the  general  Committees  or  of  either  of  the 
Congresses,  forced  his  way  into  every  house  he 
reached,  ransacked  them,  and  carried  away,  without 
even  a memorandum  of  the  names  of  those  from 
whom  they  were  taken,  everything  which  bore  the 
semblance  of  Arms,3  leaving  his  victims,  as  far  as  he 
could  possibly  do  so,  entirely  without  the  means  of 
defense,  easy  prey  for  whomsoever  might  next 
appear,  on  an  errand  of  similar  pillage  and  outrage. 

An  amusing  instance  of  the  consequential  airs  as- 
sumed by  the  petty  local  Town-committees,  in  West- 
• ch ester- county,  iu  whom  had  been  vested  such  extra- 
ordinary powers  over  the  persons  and  properties  of 
those  who  lived  within  the  several  Towns  in  which 


1 Vi ile  pages  \29, 132,  ante. 

2 Tin:  associations  ami  conduct  of  Colonel  Waterbury,  while  he  was  in 
the  City  of  New  Y ork,  to  say  nothing  of  his  acknowledged  thefts  in 
" e^teli<*ster  county,  afford  ample  evidence  of  his  rufiianly  personal 
character. 

3 Vide  page  1-16,  ante. 

N.*'*.  also,  Journal  of  (he  Prorincial  Congress,  “Pie  Sabbati,  10  ho., 
“A.M.f  leb.  17,  1770;”  and  the  same,  “ Dio  Veneris,  10  ho.,  A.M., 
“ Kebry.  23,  177b.” 
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1 those  Committees  were  respectively  located,  was  seen 
in  the  action  of  “ the  'Committee  of  Observation  for 
“the  united  Town  of  Bedford  and  Precinct  of  Pound-, 
“ridge  and  Salem,  in  Westchester,”  on  the  tenth  of 
January,  177G,  in  which  that  pompous  body,  “ con- 
ceiving that  bad  consequences  do  arise  to  this  dis- 
tressed country  from  supplying  the  markets,  at  New 
“ York,  on  supposition  that  the  common  enemy  may, 
“by  that  means,  be  furnished  with  Provisions,”  for 
the  purpose  of  regulating  that  grave  irregularity,  as 
its  narrow  and  bigoted  understanding  presented  the 
subject  to  its  official  censorship,  bravely,  “Resolved, 
“That  from  and  after  the  date  hereof,  the  said  Com- 
“ mittee  do  hereby  strictly  forbid  any  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  said  Town  and  Precincts,  directly  or, 
“indirectly,  to  carry  or  cause  to  be  carried,  by  land 
“or  water,  pro  vision  of  any  kind  to  the  said  markets; 
“and  do  hereby  direct  the  Minute-men  and  all  others 
“that  are  friends  to  their  country,  to  do  their  utmost 
“to  stop  all  drovers  of  fat  Cattle,  Sheep,  Hogs,  I’oul- 
“ try,  or  any  other  Provisions  whatsoever,  and  from 
“being  drove  or  carried  through  either  said  Town  or 
“Precincts,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  without  leave 
“of  the  said  Committee,”  on  the  penalty  of  being 
deemed  enemies  to  their  country/ 

In  obedience  to  that  local  law,  it  appears  that 
Jonathan  Booth,  a drover,  while  on  his  way  to  New 
York  with  a drove  of  Cattle,  was  detained  at  Bed- 
ford, by  the  Committee  of  that  Town ; but,  person- 
ally, he  evidently  pushed  forward  to  the  City  of  New 
York;  and,  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  January,  1776,  he 
laid  the  subject  belore  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
which  was  then  in  session,  and  solicited  its  more 
powerful  interposition.  Very  promptly,  that  body 
took  the  subject  iuto  consideration;  and,  without 
much,  if  any,  discussion,  the  Committee  “came  to  a 
“Resolution,”  which  was  delivered  to  the  anxious 
drover,  for  his  comfort  and  relief — the  Committee  of 
Safety  was  not  inclined  to  concur  in  the  questionable 
theory  of  “patriotic”  economy  which  was  maintained 
by  its  subordinate  Committee  in  Bedford;  and,  alter 
having  recited,  in  a Preamble,  the  facts  and  the 
Resolution  which  have  been  already  presented,  to- 
gether with  the  additional  declaration  that  “ this 
“Committee,  not  doubting  the  good  intentions  of  the 
“ said  Committee  met  at  Poundridge,  do  nevertheless 
| “conceive  that  the  said  Ilesohe  has  a manifest  ten- 
“ deucy  to  distress,  in  the  article  of  Provisions,  the 
“inhabitants  of  this  City  and  other  friends  to  Liberty 
“whose  business  may  call  them  thither,”  it  therefore 
j “Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Cornmit- 
j “tee,  that  no  Committee  of  any  City,  Borough,  Town, 

I “or  Precinct  in  this  Colony  ought  to  prevent  any 
j “such  supplies  of  Provisions  to  this  City  as  aforesaid, 

( “unless  they  shall  have  due  proof  that  such  supplies 
j “are  intended  to  be  furnished  to  persons  engaged  in 

* Holt's  Xnr-York  Journal,  No.  1723,  New  York,  Thursday,  January 
| 25,  1770  ; Journal  of  the  QnnmiUec  of  Safely,  **  Dio  Jovi*,  10  ho.,  A..M. 
i “ Jany.  25,  1770.'’ 
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“service  against. tiie  Liberties  of  America;  nor  in 
“such  case  any  longer  (ban  until  such  (.'oinmitues  ' 
“respectively  shall,  in  cases  where  such  proof  Hiall 
“have  been  made,  have  duly  cenified  this  Committee 
“ or  the  Provincial  Congress  thereof,  and  until  order 
“shall  have  been  made  thereon,  by  this  Committee 
“or  the  Provincial  Congrt  1 * 

The  Committee  ot  P.edihrd  was  undoubtedly  served 
with  a copy  of  this  enactment  b_v  the  Committee  of 
Safety;  and  Jonathan  Booth  and  his  drove  of  fat 
Cattle  were  surely  permitted  to  pass  through  that 
Town  and  to  New  York,  without  further  molestation  ; i 
but  that  very  zealous  Committee  did  not  appear  to  '• 
have  become  entire!}  reconciled  to  the  abridgement 
ot  its  pretensions,  made  more  reasonable  bv  recent  j 
action  ot  the  Committee  ot  Safety,  when,  a short  time  J 
afterwards,  it  stopped  another  drove  of  Cattle,  be-  J 
longing  to  Joseph  Booth,  of  Newtown,  in  Connecticut,  i 
while,  like  that  which  had  been  previously  stopped, 
by  the  same  Committee,  it  was  on  its  way  to  the  New 
York  market. 

In  the  latter  instance,  the  obstructed  drover  re-  i 
turqed  to  Newtown  ; procured  a Certificate  from  the  j 
Committee  of  that  Town,  declaring  that  he  “had  ! 
“lately  served  his  country  as  a faithful  friend  and  j 
“soldier  in  the  northern  Army,  under  General  Schuv-  ! 
“ler;  that  he  had  suffered  by  the  stoppage  of  his 
“Cattle,  at  Bedford,  on  the  way  to  the  New -York 
“market;  that  he  is  the  owner  of  the  said  Cattle; 
“and  that  the  said  Committee  take  pleasure  in  recom- 
“ mending  him  as  a friend  of  his  country;”  and,  with 
that  Certificate,  he  proceeded  to  the  City  of  New 
York,  and  presented  the  case  to  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, which  was  then  in  session.  It  is  said  “the 
“Congress  took  the  same  into  consideration,  and 
“ came  to  the  following  determination,  to  wit : 

“ Whereas  a large  supply  of  fresh  Provisions  will 
“be  required  for  the  Continental  Army,  in  and  near 
“ the  City  of  New- York  : 

“Resolved  and  Ordered.  That  no  obstruction 
“whatsoever  be  given  to  any  person  or  persons  in 
“ passing  and  re-passing  through  any  of  the  Counties 
“ in  this  Colony,  with  fat  Cattle,  Sheep,  Ilogs,  or  any 
“ kind  of  Provisions,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the 
“inhabitants  of  the  said  City  of  Ncw-York  or  the 
“ Continental  Army,  and  iu-ar  the  slid  City,  unless 
“such  person  or  persons  shall  have  been  adjudged  to 
“ be,  or  held  Up,  as  inimical  to  this  country.” 

In  addition  to  that  general  action  of  the  Provincial 
Congress,  which  controlled  or  assumed  to  control 
every  other  revolutionary  body  within  the  Colony, 
the  Congress  also  gave  to  the  complaining  drover,  a 
copy  of  the  following  Order:  “That  the  bearer 
“hereof,  Joseph  Booth,  be  permitted  to  pass,  with 
“his  drove  of  Cattle,  to  the  City  of  New-York ; 

l Ji/urnal  of  CommUiee  of  , •*  l»i-  Jo%is  If  ho.,  A.M.,  Juny.  2o, 
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and  he  t videittlv  returned  to  Bedford,  a happier  in  hi 
than  when  he  bad  left  that  Town,  a lew  days  pre- 
viously. 

In  the  same  connection,  it  may  be  proper  for  us  t» 
remind  the  reader  that,  about  a fortnight  before  the 
Committee  of  Bedford  made  its  second  attempt  to  lay 
a local  embargo  on  what  was  intended  for  the  New 
York  market,  the  Committee  of  Safety  itself  had  in- 
terfered with  the  disposition  of  the  surplus  of  the 
products  of  the  farms  in  Westcliester-county  to  resi- 
dents of  the  neighboring  Colony  of  Connecticut,  in 
which,  very  probably,  Bedford,  one  of  the  border- 
towns  of  the  County,  had  materially  suffered.  The 
facts  are  thus  related  in  the  official  records  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety  ; 3 and  the  reader  may  judge 
therefrom,  something  concerning  the  animus  of  the 
Committee  of  Bedford,  when,  on  the  second  occasion, 
it  interfered  with  the  disposition  of  the  products  of 
Connecticut,  within  the  Colony  of  New  Y'ork,  while 
the  disposition  of  the  products  of  farms  in  Bedford 
and  its  vicinity,  in  Connecticut,  was  interfered  with 
and  stopped,  summarily,  by  a higher  authority. 

“Col.  Gil.  Drake  informed  the  Committee  that 
“sundry  persons  from  Connecticut  are  purchasing 
“up”  [/hr  speculative  purposes  f\  “the  barrelled  Beef 
“and  Pork  in  Westchester.  Thereupon  the  Commit- 
“ tee  came  to  the  following  Resolution,  to  wit : 

“‘Whereas  the  Continental  Congress,  by  their 

Resolution  of  the  first  day  of  November  last,  have 
“ 1 resolved  that  no  produce  of  the  United  Colonies 
“'be  exported,  except  from  Colony  to  Colony  under 
“ ‘the  directions  of  the  Committees  of  Inspection  and 
“ ‘ Observation,  and  except  from  one  part  to  tire  other 
“‘of  the  same  Colony,  before  the  first  day  of  March 
“‘next,  without  tire  permission  or  order  of  .the  Con- 
“ ‘ tinenlal  Congress  ; 

- “‘And  whereas  t his  Committee  of  Safety  for  the 
“‘Colony  of  New  York  conceives  that  it  is  necessary 
“‘to  prevent  the  sale  of  all  the  barrelled  Beef  and 
“‘Pork  in  the  County  of  Westchester,  and  to  retain 
“‘the  same  for  the  Continental  service  in  this  Col- 
“ ‘ ony,  as  such  Provisions  may  be  necessary  for  the 
“‘  Continental  Army  in  this  Colony  : 

“‘Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  the  County 
“‘of  Westchester  be  requested  to  take  effectual 
“‘means  t<>  prevent  the  sale  and  transportation  of 
“‘any  barrelled  Beef  or  Pork  out  of  Westchester- 
“ ‘county,  to  any  person  or  persons  residing  out  of 
“‘this  Colony,  until  the  further  order  of  the  Provin- 
“‘cial  Congress  or  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this 
“ ‘ Colony.’ 

“ A draft  of  a letter  to  the  Committee  of  West- 
“ chester-eounty  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in 
“ the  words  following,  to  wit  : 

“ ‘Gentlemen : 

“‘We  have  been  informed  by  a Gentleman 
‘“from  your  County,  that  some  of  the  inhabitants  of 

3 Journal  of  th»  Committee of  Safety,  “Die  Subbati,  4 ho..  P.M.,  IVbru- 
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vour  County  are  disposing  of  their  barrelled  I ! 

■ ‘mill  Pork,  ti>  jti’ix.ii"  out  o!'  • ( ' ilniy.  V.  . 

* prebend  that  such  ProwMne-  will  bo  wanted  tor 
*•  ‘the  use  of  the  Continental  Army  in  this  Colony, 
••’ami  that  the  service  may  possibly  suffer  it  all  the 
“‘barrelled  Provisions  are  taken  out  of  the  Colony. 

••  • We  therefore  request  you  to  take  the  most  effectual 
•“  measures  to  carry  the  enclosed  Resolution  into  exo- 
“ ‘ cution. 

We  are,  respectfully,  Gentlemen, 

“ ‘ Your  very  humble  serve., 

“ ‘ By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 
“‘Toth  e Commit  fee  of  the  County  of  Westchester’  ” 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  farmers  of  We.-Aehester- 
county,  at  the  time  of  which  we  write,  were  prohib-  ' 
iteel  from  finding  a market  for  the  surplus  of  their  i 
products,  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Colony  or,  at  their  1 
own  doors,  to  those  who  were  not  of  New  York,  and  1 
that,  in  consequence  of  that  prohibition,  they  were  ; 
limited  to  those  local  purchasers,  forestalled,  or  specu- 
lators, who  should  incline  to  purchase,  and  at  prices  I 
which  were  not  regulated  by  competition.  At  the  [ 
same  time,  as  has  been  seen,  the  surplus  products  of  1 
the  farms  iu  Connecticut  were  brought  into  the  Col-  : 
onv,  in  open  disregard  of  the  provisions  of  that  Re- 
solution of  the  Continental  Congress  which  was  used  as 
the  warrant  for  the  prohibition  of  the  reciprocal  trade  I 
of  Westehester-county  with  Connecticut ; and  the  mar- 
ket of  New  York,  for  nothing  else  than  theproducts  of 
the  Colony  of  New  York,  which  the  Resolution  would 
have  guaranteed,  if  it  bad  been  impartially  enforced, 
was  recklessly  destroyed,  iu  favor  of  the  greed  of  New 
England.  Need  there  be  any  wonder  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Bedford  objected,  and  embargoed  those  who 
had  come  into  the  Colony,  from  Connecticut,  in  vio- 
lation of  the  Resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress  and 
in  derogation  of  the  interests,  if  not  of  the  Rights,  of 
the  farmers  of  that  Town  ? Need  there  beany  surprise, 
when  doubts  are  raised  against  the  integrity  of  those 
who  had  thus  hampered  the  farmers  of  Westell  ester- 
county’,  when  the  latter  had  sought  u market  for  their 
surplus  products,  compelling  them  to  either  accept  a 
purely  local  market  and  a depreciated  price  or  to 
hold,  indefinitely,  what  they  had  for  sale?  Can  any 
one  say,  honestly,  that  those  who  made  those  enact- 
ments, purely  in  the  interest  of  the  f.tru  ers  of  Con- 
necticut, at  the  expense  of  those  of  Westehester- 
county,  notwithstanding  they  were  unquestionably 
“ patriotic,”  were  anything  else  than  corrupt  legisla- 
tors and  roguish,  dishonest  men?  Will  not  those  who 
know  the  character  of  Gilbert  Drake,  before  and 
during  and  after  the  War,  entirely  understand  that 
his  motive,  in  moving  and  securing  the  embargo  on 
the  products  of  Westehester-county,  without  imposing 
a similar  embargo  on  the  products  of  Connecticut, 
was  corrupt  and  roguish? 

In  the  same  connection,  and  with  the  same  resubs, 
a few  weeks  subsequently,  the  Committee  of  the 
County  of  Westchester,  of  which  the  same  Gilbert 


Drake  was  the  Chairman  and  the  master-spirit,  under- 
t,,..k  to  prevent  Abraham  Livingston,  the  Contractor 
i'a  supplying  the  Continental  Army  with  Provisions, 
from  taking  any  Pork  from  that  County,  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  County  of  Duchess,  of  which  Egbert 
Benson  was  the  Chairman,  having  published  a similar 
manifesto,  to  control  the  market  after  a fashion  of  its 
own  creation,  in  that  County. 

The  Contractor  encountered  so  much  of  trouble 
from  these  interfering  causes,  that  he  was  constrained 
to  seek  the  interposition  of  the  Committee  ot  Safety; 
and,  on  the  twentieth  of  March,  that  Committee,  re- 
sponsive to  the  Contractor’s  complaint,  ordered  “that 
“the  respective  Committees  of  the  Counties  of  West- 
chester and  Duchess  permit  Mr  Abraham  Living- 
“stonto  export  Provisions  of  any  kind  whatsoever, 
“from  either  of  those  Counties  to  New- York,  on  his 
“giving,  or  any  other  such  proper  person  as  i.>  em- 
“ ployed  on  his  behalf  giving,  such  security  as  the 
“ Committees  approve  of,  to  land  and  store  such  Pro- 
“ visions  in  New -York  or  Kings-county.”1 

The  facts  that  the  Contractor  for  supplying  the 
Continental  Army  with  Provisions  was  subjected  to  the 
hindrances  invented  by  these  local  Committees,  and 
that  the  farmers  within  those  Counties  were  thereby 
prevented  from  selling  their  surplus  supply  of  Pro- 
visions, even  for  the  known  use  of  the  Continental 
Army,  like  those  similar  prohibitions  of  trade,  by 
similarly  arbitrary  authority,  already  noticed,  at  once 
so  remarkable  and  so  unaccountable,  would  have  be- 
come stumbling-blocks  in  the  way  of  the  careful  stu- 
dent of  the  history  of  the  men  of  that  period  and  of 
their  doings,  had  not  time  and  the  opening  of  pre- 
viously concealed  records  revealed  the  explanation  of 
this,  among  others  of  the  mysteries  of  the  politics  of 
the  American  Revolution.  That  explanation  of  the 
restrictions  of  trade,  in  this  instance,  will  he  noticed 
hereafter. 

Early  in  January,  1776,  while  the  conservatism  ot 
the  inhabitants  of  Queens-county  was  occupying  the 
j attention  of  the  leaders  of  the  Rebellion  ; while  the 
: inhabitants  of  that  County,  because  of  their  decided 
j and  outspoken  opposition  to  the  Rebellion  and  to 
the  various  Committees  and  Congresses  which  the 
Rebellion  had  called  into  existence,  were  subjected, 
j by  the  Provincial  Congress,  to  a sentence  of  out- 
lawry;'- and  while,  in  consequence  of  that  savage 
| enactment  and  the  unaccountable  negligence  of  its 
j duty  to  do  something  for  their  protection,  by  the 
j naval  force  which  then  occupied  the  harbor  of  New 
York  and  commanded  all  the  neighboring  waters, 
that  populous  and  thickly-settled  County  was  over- 
run and  pillaged  and  the  inhabitants  subjected  to  all 
classes  of  barbarities,  by  inroads  from  Connecticut 


1 J-mrnal  of  the  Committee  of  Softly , “Die  Mercurii,  A M..  March  20, 
“1770." 
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and  New  Jersey,  the  latter  accompanied  1 . v amateur 
banditti  from  New  York  City,  the  leaders  of  the  Re- 
bellion in  Weslehester-county,  also,  were  anxious  to 
join  in  the  crusade  of  “patriotism,”  airain-t  their 
neighbors  on  the  other  side  of  the  Sound — thev  had 
had  practise  in  such  a service  as  that,  in  the  work  of 
harrying  their  conservative  neighbors,  in  WostchesU-r- 
county;  they  knew  that  it  was  a profitable  occu- 
pation ; and  they  were  anxious  to  participate  in  a 
similar  service,  elsewhere,  where  even  greater  profits 
were  promised.  To  secure  that  niuch-desidcrcd  em- 
ployment, on  the  eighth  of  January,  177b,  the  Com-  , 
uiittee  of  the  County  addressed  the  following  note  to  i 
the  Committee  of  Safety,  in  the  City  of  New  York: 

“ White  Plains,  8"1  Junrv,  1770. 

Sin : 

The  Committee  of  West  Chester  County  hav- 
“ing  seen  in  the  public  prints  that  many  of  the  j 
“ Inhabitants  of  Queens  County  are  thrown  out  of  the 
“Protection  of  the  Provincial  Congress;  and  having  { 
“ been  informed  that  they  are  Arming  in  their  De-  ! 
“ fence,  are  greatly  alarmed  at  their  Conduct,  and  beg 
*“  leave  to  assure  your  honorable  House,  that  the  j 
. “Friends  of  Liberty  in  this  County  are  willing  stren-  j 
“ uously  to  exert  themselves  to  reduce  the  Enemies  to 
“their  Country  before  they  are  supported  by  the  j 
“Regular  Troops  If  it  shall  be  thought  most  ad  visa-  j 
“ hie  by  the  Committee  of  Safety,  or  the  Provincial  , 
“or  Continental  Congress.  We  are  Sir  Your  most 
“ Humble  Servants 

“ By  Order  of  y*  Committee 

“ Wm.  Mil  lee,  J).  Chairman. 

“To  Mr.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  President  of  the 
“ Committee  of  Safety.”  1 

As  the  original  letter  remained  among  the  papers 
of  the  Military  Committee  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress and  has  been  preserved,  to  this  day,  among  the 
multitude  of  other  inedited  and  unexplained  manu- 
scripts, in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  at  Al- 
bany, it  is  very  evident  that  it  was  duly  referred  to 
that  Committee;  that  the  unholy  desires  of  the  “ pat- 
riots ” of  Westchester-countv,  to  join  in  the  spolia- 
tion of  fellow-colonists,  in  a neighboring  County,  with- 
out lawful  reason,  without  any  process  iri  law,  and  in  j 
time  of  Peace,  were  not  reciprocated  by  the  members  of  j 
that  Committee;  and  that  the  application  was  filed,  | 
without  having  received  any  other  attention  whatever. 
In  short,  very  appropriately,  the  Committee  of  West- 
chester-county  was  told,  by  that  inattention,  eitiierto 
attend  to  its  own  business,  at  home,  or  to  play  the 
parts  of  freebooters,  if  it  should  continue  to  hanker 
after  the  spoils  to  be  acquired  in  such  an  occupation, 
on  its  own  responsibility. 

In  February,  1770,  a movement  was  made  by  the 
Committee  of  W'estchester-county,  to  consolidate  the 
several  Troops  of  Horse  which  were  then  within  that 
County,  evidently  several  in  number  and  mere  phan- 


toms in  weakness,  the  aggregate  of  their  str  m:  a 
having  In -.'ii  less  than  forty  men;  and,  on  the  thir- 
teenth <>f  that  month,  these  assembled  at  Wilsey  l>u- 
st  nherrv's,  in  “Harrison’s  Precinct,”  and  arranged 
themselves  into  a single  Troop,  electing  their  Officers, 
and  duly  reporting  their  doings  to  the  Provincial 
Congress.  The  following  is  the  official  report  of  the 
Flection  of  its  Officers,  made  by  two  members  of  the 
Comity  Committee  and  transmitted  to  the  Provin- 
cial Congress  : 

“On  the  IT’1  of  February,  1776,  The  Troops  of 
“ Horse  in  the  County  of  Westchester  was  Called  to- 
gether at  the  House  of  Willsev  Dusinberry  in  Har- 
“ sons  Precinct  and  There  being  Present  between 
“Thirty  and  fourty  went  into  an  arrangement  for  the 
“ Choice  of  officers  under  the  Inspection  of  Colul 
“ Thomas,  Samuel  Haviland,  and  William  Miller 
“ Three  of  the  Committee  where  Samuel  T red  well 
“ was  Unanimously  chose  Capt.  and  Thaddeus  Avory 
“ was  chose  Lett4  unanimously  Likewise  Abraham 
“ Hatfield  was  Chose  Corneth  by  a majority  and  Uy- 
“ tendall  Allair  was  Chose  Quartermaster  by  a ma- 
“jority  also.  Certilyed  by  us 

“ Thomas  Thomas. 

“ Wm.  Miller.” - 

The  Return  was  laid  before  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress on  the  twenty-first  of  February,  when  the  Com- 
missions were  issued  to  the  ofncers-elcct; 3 aud  tints, 
probably,  a beginning  was  made  of  that  notable 
Troop  of  Horse,  iu  Westchester-county,  of  which  so 
much  has  been  said,  in  romance,  if  not  in  history. 

Early  in  February,  1776,  General  Lee,  then  chief" 
in  command,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  informed  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  then  in  session,  that  he  was 
“of  opinion  that  the  two  Connecticut  Regiments 
“and  Lord  Stirling’s  would  not  be  sufficient  for  the 
“ services  he  will  have  to  perform  ; and  he  desired  to 
“know  whether  it  would  be  agreeable  to  the  Com- 
“ mittee  that  he  should  send  to  Pennsylvania  for  a 
“ Regiment  from  thence.”  After  due  consideration, 
the  introduction  of  troops  from  other  Colonies  having 
been  found  unsatisfactory,  because  of  outrages  in- 
fiictod  by  them  on  the  inhabitants,  the  Committee  of 
Safety  adopted  the  following  Resolution  : 

‘ Resolved,  That  if  General  Lee  shall  think  it 
“ necessary  to  call  in  the  aid  of  any  other  troops  than 
“the  two  Connecticut  Regiments  and  Lord  Stirling's 
“Regiment,  that  he  be  authorized  and,  iu  such  case, 

“ he  is  hereby  authorized,  to  call  in  as  many  of  the 
“ Minute-men  of  this  Colony  as  he  shall,  at  any  time. 

“ think  necessary.”  ‘ 

Iu  accordance  with  the  authority  which  was  thus 
delegated  to  General  Lee,  ou  the  following  day, 


- Jliituriciil  Manuscript-*,  tc.  : Military  HtCnras,  xxvii.  p 

•'Journal  of  (he  l‘r>>ciiiciol  C “ Die  Mcrcuiii,  P.M,  N.  21. 

1770.” 

* Journal  of  the  Committee  of  Safety , “Die  Vein  10  ho.,  A.M..  F*  6. 
•j,  i77i.;.” 


1 Historiml  etc.:  Military  Coinmi’U  t\  xxv.,  ii‘J  l. 
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i f,  >jru'in/  b,  177<5]  u letter  w;is  addressed  to  Colonel 


.*•  timid  1 'rake,  ordering  the  skeleton  Regiment  of 
Westchester-county  Minute-men  into  active  service. 
That  letter  may  properly  find  a place  in  this  narra- 
tive : it  was  in  the  following  words  : 

“New  York,  Feb’y  9th  177H.  ' 

“ Si  k : 

“ You  will  see  by  the  enclosed  Resolution  : 
•*  that  Major  General  Lee  now  at  New  York  is  author-  | 
“ ized  to  call  in  as  many  of  the  Minute  Men  of  this  ; 
"Colony  as  ho  may  think  necessary. 

“ 1 am  directed  by  the  General  to  have  some  Regi-  | 
“meats  of  Minute  Men  called  here  directly. 

“ Your  Regiment  is  fixed  on  by  the  Committee  of  I 
“ Safety  of  this  Colony  as  proper  to  he  called. 

“ You  are  therefore  on  receipt  hereof  to  march  with 
“ your  Regiment  to  New  York  with  all  possible  dis-  j 
“patch.  Take  care  that  your  men  have  their  knap-  I 
“sacks  and  Blankets  with  them  & provisiens  for  their  i 
“march. — The  Quartermaster  ought  by  all  means  to  j 
“ come  with  the  Regiment. 

“ ft  is, not  doubted  but  you  will  give  orders  that  ! 
“ your  Troops  observe  the  greatest  regularity  in  their  j 
“ march,  and  if  you  order  the  several  Companies  to 
“ proceed  ” [precede .']  “ each  other  a few  miles  in  their 
: march  they  will  be  more  easily  accommodated. 

" Sulfer  no  Delay  in  bringing  in  your  Regiment. 

“ I am  respectfully  Sir  your  very  humble  serv‘ 

“ R.  Yates,  Ch. 

“ P.S. — It  is  expected  that  Co)"  Drake  will  leave  a 
“sufficient  Guard  of  his  Regiment  at  the  cannon  be- 
“ vond  Kings- bridge. — He  will  be  a proper  judge  how 
“ many  may  be  necessary  for  that  small  service.”  1 

As  Captain  Varian  and  his  eighteen  companions, 
facetiously  regarded  as  one  of  the  Companies  ol 
Minute-men  of  which  Colonel  Drake’s  Regiment  was 
subsequently  composed,  wore,  then,  unknown  as  sol- 
diers,2 * that  Regiment  could  not  have  possibly  mustered 
more  than  two  Companies  commanded,  respectively,  by 
Captains  Slason  and  Seely* — that  commanded  by 
Captain  Gray  was  not  organized  until  six  days  after 
the  Regiment  had  been  ordered  into  the  service;  * 
and  no  record  appears  of  any'  attempt  having  been 
made  to  organize  the  two  Companies,  in  the  Cort- 
1am  It’s  Manor,  for  which  blank  Commissions  had 
been  issued,  in  advance  of  any  organization,  in  the 
preceding  October  ' — although  it  is  understood  that 
those  Companies  which  were  commanded  by  Captains  i 
Gray  and  Steinrod  subsequently  joined  it.  There  is  J 
no  known  Jlcturn  of  the  actual  strength  of  the  Regi-  ! 
incut,  at  any  time;  but  within  a tew  days  after  it  had 

1 limturu-al  .1  Tfuin*rri)»lsf  etc.  ; Military  Onninittrr,  x\v.f  (no is. 

- \ i'l**  UkS,  a.n ttr. 

5 Ibid. 

* Hi  turn#  of  an  Ebdhot  <>/  njfu  rr*  of  that  (.'oinj>any,  4 *‘  Bedford,  15  Foby,  J 

1 • 7»‘,  — H Islorirol  Muint*-  etc. : Military  Ibtnru x,  xwii.,  I'.m ». 

U-  nn> i nn,  Imn  /» //  1 illici  t ih’alr . (Chairman  **•'  \\  i f.'niHinit-  i 

t,r\  “Wmitk  Plains,  October  24,  ITT’*;”  Journal  of  I'ritcincinl  Ontyre*#,  j 

”*  Ibo  .M.-rcuiii,  10  In.*.,  A.M.,  October  25,  177''.’’ 


entered  the  Continental  service,  and  after  its  rein- 
forcement had  joined  it,  it  numbered  not  more  than  a 
hundred  and  Titty  men  ; 6 and  about  two  weeks  subse- 
quently, little  more  than  a month  after  it  had  been 
mustered  in,  it  was  made  ridiculous  and  the  propen- 
sity to  office-holding  among  “ the  friends  of  Liberty,” 
in  Westchester-county,  was  forcibly  illustrated  by 
the  following  paragraph,  which  appeared  in  the 
General  Orders  of  the  commanding  Officer  of  the  Con- 
tinental Army  in  New  York  : 

“ II eai>-Ql'A KTEKS,  March  10,  1770. 

“ As  Colonel  Drake’s  Regiment  of  Minute-men 
“consists  of  one  hundred  and  eleven  private  men, 
“ present,  and  yet  have  no  less  than  four  Field 
“Officers,  two  Captains,  and  thirteen  other  Commis- 
sioned Officers,  and  twenty  Non-commissioned 
“Officers,  it  is  unreasonable  to  put  the  Continent  to 
“the  enormous  expense  of  maintaining  so  many 
“ Officers  for  the  use  of  so  few  men  ; and  it  is  there- 
“ fore  ordered  that  one  Field-officer,  two  Captains, 
“ four  Lieutenants,  two  Ensigns,  the  Adjutant,  and 
“ Quartermaster,  eight  Sergeants,  eight  Corporals,  or 
“ Drums  or  F'ifes,  and  no  other  Officer  do  remain  with 
“ that  small  part  of  the  Regiment ; the  other  Officers 
“ are  to  return  to  their  County,  in  order  to  complete 
“ their  Corps.  Colonel  SwarUvout7 *  and  Lieutenant- 
“ colonel  Humphreys.”  are  to  observe  the  same  rule  in 
“proportion  to  their  numbers;  and  they  are  all  of 
“them  to  send  into  Headquarters,  Returns  of  their 
“ respective  Corps,  present.’’  9 

The  reader  will  become  better  acquainted  with  this 
portion  of  the  history  of  Colonel  Samuel  Drake’s 
Regiment  of  Westchester-county  Minute-men,  bv- 
aud-by. . 

The  Regiment,  when  it  reached-  the  City  of  New- 
York,  was  employed  in  the  construction  of  a redoubt, 
on  Hoern’s  Hook,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Harlem-river, 
for  flic  deicnee  ol  the  pass  of  Hell-Gate  as  well  as  to 
command  the  ferry  to  Long  Island,  which,  even  at 
that  early  period,  had  been  established  at  that  place  ; 


0 Captain  Cray's  Company  probably  marched  from  Bedford,  on  the 
.sixteenth  of  February,  agreeably  to  the  promise  that  it  should  Uo  so; 
and- on  tin.'  twenty-ninth  of  the  smio  month,  General  Lee  said  « »f  the 
Regiment  and  of  a Company  detached  from  another  Regiment,  toeefher 
forming  the  garrison  at  Hoeru’s  Hook,  “Druk.'.s  Regiment  of  Mmute- 
“ Men  and  one  urnro  Company,  (bt  nil  about  lira  hundred  j are  stationed  at 
**  Horn's  lloolc,  which  commands  Ilell-Gate.  They  are  employed  m 
“ throwing  up  a redoubt,  to  contain  three  hundred  men,’’  ((,**  ,/«/•< d I... 
to  (bumd  W'as/uiiy/oii,  “Nf.w-York,  February  2'.),  1770.'’) 

7 Jacolms  IS  wart  wo  lit  was  Colonel  of  one  of  the  Regiments,  so  called, 
of  I) ueb ess-county  Minute-men,  ( Historical  J/iomscWp/s,  etc.:  J fi/U-a-y 
Ibtnms,  XXV i.,  3.) 

s Lioutenaut-colonel  Cornelius  Humphreys  evidently  Commanded  the 
Regiment  of  Duchess-county  Minute-men,  of  which  Join;  Van  Ne-s  was 
Colonel  and  Robert  G.  Livingston,  Junior,  »uc  of  tin  Majois.  (Ihdorhal 
J fannscripLs,  etc.:  Military  lb  turns,  xxvi.,  3.) 

(Inirral  Onlm  of  Lord  Efirliny,  Hrivml  of  the  Continrnlal 
“ ID.AD-Ql  ALTERS,  Milfch  D*>,  177<i.” 
i()  tb  lo’rt 1 1 I.t-r  to  drin-rul  Wnshhnjton,  “ New -York,  February  2P,  1 77b,” 
Jones's  History  oj  \»  m ) - > k dnrimj  the  Iltrolutiona.-y  ICur,  i.,  OP. 

At  the  jieriod  referred  to  in  the  text,  that  was  known  as  “ Waldron's 
“ F»  rry.’* 
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but  it  was  composed  of  lmui  of  notorious  povcrtv  aral 
meanness,1  by  no  means  representative  men  of  the 
yeomanry  of  Wcstehesier-county ; “many  of  them  ” 
were,  “destitute  of  “arms”’  and,  therefore,  useless 
for  soldiers  ; and  it  appears  that,  as  such  characters 
were  apt  to  be,  they  were  recklessly  destructive  of 
the  private  property  of  those  who  were  richer  than 
they,  not  sparing,  even,  the  property  of  those  who 
had  endeavored  to  make  them  more  than  ordinarily 
comfortable.'1  The  Lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Regi- 
ment, who  was,  also,  a Deputy  from  Westehestcr- 
eounty  in  the  Provincial  Congress,  complained  to 
that  body  that  the  Regiment  “ lodged  in  an  unoom- 
“ fortnble  manner  for  the  want  of  Cribs  for  its  beds;  ' 
and  lie  insisted  that  it  was  “ neeessarv  that  a car- 
“ penter  be  sent  to  make  ('ribs  for  their  beds;  ” and 
a carpenter  was  accordingly  sent  to  lloern’s  Hook, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  “ Cribs  ” for  the  greater 
comfort  of  Westchester-c, utility's  “ patriotic”  .Minute- 
men.  4 

It  does  not  appear  how  long  that  particular. Regi- 
ment remained  in  the  service  of  the  Continent ; but  it 
was  evidently  mustered  in  for  only  a .'hurt  term  ol 
service;  and  that,  at  the  expiration  of  that  brief  term, 
it  was  discharged  and  mustered  out,  disappearing,  for 
ever,  from  the  field  of  military  service. 

On  the  nineteenth  of  January,  177b,  the  Continen- 
tal Congress  ordered  four  Battalions  to  he  raised  for 
the  defence  of  the  Colony  of  New  York;''  and,  on  the 
twenty -sixth  of  the  same  month,  the  experiment  of 
starting  the  work  of  enlistment;  for  those  four  Battal- 
ions, by  jobbing  out  the  Oflices  which  would  be  re- 
quired, among  the  several  Counties,  with  invitations 
for  estimates  of  the  numbers  of  men  who  could  “be 
“speedily  raised  and  armed,”  in  the  respective  Coun- 
ties, by  that  proffered  bait  of  Offices,  was  the  first  ac- 
tion which  was  taken  by  the  revolutionary  authori- 
ties, in  New  York,  on  that  important  subject.1* 

On  the  following  day,  [./ unuanj  27,  177b,]  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  issued  its  In*trticl'i<ei#  Jbr  l he  It  ot  nit- 
in  g Officers  who  should  be  employed  in  the  enlistment 
of  men  for  the  service  referred  to,  in  that  new  Order 
— the  pay  of  tiie  Privates  was  to  be  live  dollars  per 
month ; each  was  to  receive,  as  a bounty,  a felt  hat,  a 
pair  of  yarn  stockings,  a pair  of  shoes,  and,  if  thvv 
could  be  procured,  a hunting-shirt  and  a blanket; 
and  the  men  were  to 'provide  their  own  Arms.  There 


* Colonel  l Drake  to  the  lYoeincinl  C'oojr-  ss,  “ Nkw-Yukk,  K*diy. 

“10,  1770,"  compared  with  Clio  letter  of  I>in  k I.cll.-iLs, 

- Colonel  funnel  Drake  to  the  Proeinrial  O njre.it,  N t:\v- York.  Frbv. 
“ 10,  1770,“ 

Dirrh  LejTcrts  to  the  Deputies  <\f  the  several  Counties,  etc.,  “ May  1, 
“ 1770.” 

* Journal  of  the  Ih.rlueial  O' injects,  “Die  Marti.**,  3 lio.,  l’.M.,  March 
“ 12,  1770.“ 

’•  Journal  if  the  Continental  Conn  rex#  “ Friday,  January  !.»,  1 7 ' 

rt  Journal  >f  the  Quit  m Hire  of  Si  t/'/y,  “Dio  Veneris,  L ho.,  I*.  M.,  .lany. 
“20,  1770,“  »»n. 1 the  Circular  Letter,  containing  the  pi*o{Ki.*«ed  system, 
which  wan  ordered  to  be  sent  to  ea<  h of  the  several  County  Committees, 
on  the  same  day. 


was  no  specified  term  of  service ; hut  the  Privates — 
not  the  Oifu  . is — w ere  “ liable  to  be  discharged  at  any 
“time,  on  allowing  them  one  month’s  pay  extraordi  - 
“ nary.”  1 

There  appears  to  have  been  great  backwardness  in 
enlisting,  however — those  who  were  expected  to  step 
into  the  ranks  and  to  do  the  fatigue  duty  and  the 
fighting,  while  the  more  favored  ones  of  the  Rebellion 
had  oeeupi.  d all  the  ollices,  in  advance,  and  were  pre- 
destinated t"  enjoy  all  that  was  comfortable  and  to 
issue  ail  tin  orders  and  to  be  implicitly  obeyed,  were 
slow  in  their  responses;  only  those  who  were  extreme- 
ly poor,  and  whose  actual  necessities  obliged  them, 
or  those  wlmse  morals  were  questionable,  and  who 
enlisted  either  to  retire  from  adverse  observation  or 
to  secure  a wider  field  for  their  unholy  practices,  ap- 
pearing to  have  been  willing  to  support  “the  Liber- 
“ties  of  America,”  in  the  field,  even  where  there  was 
no  enemy  and  where  none  was  really  expected.'  In- 
deed, so  discouraging  w ere  the  reports  from  those  who 
had  been  entrusted  with  the  Warrants  for  recruiting, 
that,  on  the  fifteenth  of  February,  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, on  the  recommendation  of  a Committee  who 
had  been  appointed  to  consider  the  subject,  deter- 
mined to  apportion  a specified  quota  of  Oilicers  and 
Privates  to  each  of  the.  Counties  in  the  Colony,  in  or- 
der that  the  organization  of  the  required  Battalions 
might  be  effected  in  the  shortest  possible  period.1’ 
Three  days  subsequently,  [February  !i>,  177b,]  another 
Committee  who  had  been  appointed  to  apportion  the 
different  quota  of  Oilicers  and  Privates  to  be  raised  in 
the  several  Counties,  made  a Report,  which  was 
adopted,  two  Companies,  as  we  have  already  stated, 
being  apportioned  to  Westchester-county  ; 10  and,  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  a Circular  Letter  was 
sent  by  the  Provincial  Congress  to  each  of  the  Coun- 
ty-committees throughout  the  Colony,  informing  it  of 
the  arrangement  and  urging  its  attention  to  the  mat- 
ter of  the  enlistments.  As  that  Circular  Letter  is  pe- 
culiarly interesting,  in  its  details  of  the  terms  of  en- 
listment into  the  Continental  Army  of  177(5,  a place 
may  properly  be  found  for  it,  in  these  pages.  It  was 
in  the  following  words: 

“ I N PltOYlXClA  l«  CONGItKSS, 

“ Nj-;\y- York,  Feb.  IS,  177b. 

“'.Slit : 

“ 'file  Congress  having  determined  that  your  Conn- 
“ ty  shall  have  the  opportunity  of  raising  [/wo]  Com- 
“ jinnies  in  the  four  Regiments  to  be  raised  by  order 

* Instructions  to  (he  Colonel 5 and  other  (‘‘Hers  for  h!nli>(mcnty  el.'., 
“Co.vntiTTKK  ok  Savkia,  Xk\v-Yoi:k,  Jan  y.  J7,  1770.“ 

f J'lihu  Marvin , Chairman ; to  the  Committee  of  iiof.fr/,  “ In  i'"fMj 
“ Com  Ml  rnr,  OXFolin,  !'.  b.  15,  1770  ;“  ’/  l ■ ' 

IVoriucinl  Cowjrvs*,  “ IVi '.iikplpmk,  Feb.  11,  1770;“  Cajtniu  Wall,,.: 
Uark  r to  the  Jhovineial  (/omjress,  “Amknia,  March  1,  1770“;  M 7c  - i 
Smith,  Chairman,  “Sim.M.K  Coi’NTY,  .limy.  - L 1770;"  The  CommSt..  >■/ 
Alhantf  Con  nl  if  to  the  Committee  of  Safi  to,  “Albany,  April  2,  I77-V'  ; etc. 

0 Journal  of  the  Provincial  Oatjrr s*,  **  l)ie  .lev  is,  P.M.,  Feb.  1 a,  1770.“ 

10  Journal  of  the  l*r.n  inciul.  Comjresi,  *•  Die  boli.s,  lU  lio.,  A.M.,  Feb.  1% 
“ 1770.“ 
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-■  of  the  (’'intini-Mt.il  Congress,  for  tin-  defence  ot  tli r - 
“Colony,  have  resolved  t h it  blank  Warrants  lor  the 
"Officers  of  the  .same,  shall  be  sent  to  your  Coin; 
“mittee. 

*'  You  will  observe  by  the  enclosed  Resolves  that 
'•  you  are  restrained  in  the  appointments  to  give  the 
“ preference  to  such  persons  as  have  served  their  ( \>un- 
“ trv  in  the  last  Campaign;  hut  it  is  not,  by  any 
“ means,  the  design  of  Congress  that  men  who  have 
“misbehaved  themselves  should  he  any  further  em- 
“ ployed. 

“ It  is  expeeto<l  that  the  people  will  readily  enlist 
“in  these  Regiments,  as  they  are  raised  for  the  ex- 
“ press  purpose  of  defending  this  Colony;  and  unless 
“ we  raise  them  from  among  ourselves,  in  all  proha- 
“ hility  they  will  be  sent  from  other  Colonics,  which 
“ will  be  to  our  everlasting  disgrace. 

“ We  have  great  eonfideiiee  in  your  zeal  for  the 
“common  cause,  and  trust  you  will  exert  yourselves 
“ that  these  levies  be  completed  with  all  possible  de- 
“ spatch. 

“ Wo  are.  Sir.  your  very  hide,  servants, 

“ By  order, 

“ Natiianu:i.  Wooimur.L,  Pres’t.” 

“ft  is  expected  that  each  man  furnishes  himsell 
“ with  a good  gun  and  bayonet,  tomahawk,  knapsack 
“or  haversack,  and  two  hills.  But  those  who  are  not 
“ able  to  furnish  themselves  with  these  arms  and  ac- 
coutrements will  he  supplied  at  the  public  expense, 
“for  the  payment  of  which  small  stoppages  will  he 
“made  out  of  their  monthly  pay,  till  the  whole  are 
“paid  for;  then  they  are  to  remain  the  property  of 
“ the  men.” 1 

Notwithstanding  all  the  inducements  which  the 
Provincial  Congress  and  its  various  ollice-sceking  re- 
cruiting agents  could  offer,  however,  the  staiil  ami 
conservative  fanners  of  We.stchcs-ter-cou nt-y  were 
slow  to  enlist,  into  the  Continental  service — there  had 
been  much  discontentment  among  those  who  were  in 
the  service,  under  Colonel  Holmes,  in  the  preceding 
year;2  and  on  the  return  of  those  malcontents,  they 
had  undoubtedly  told  , the  story  of  their  respect- 
ive grievances  to  their  surprised  and  sympathetic 
neighbors;  besides  which  hindrance,  the  conserva- 
tism ■ of  the  County  had  been  too  barbarously 
treated  by  those  who  were  in  rebellion,  to  permit  it 
to  extend  to  that  “common  cause”  the  slightest 
favor,  while  flic  wounds  which  it'  had  thus  received 
were  yet  bleeding.  It  was,  indeed,  true  that  War- 
rants had  been  sent  with  the  Circular  Letter,  in  Feb- 
ruary; and  it  is  undoubtedly  true,  also,  that  the  j 
favored  ones'  throughout  the  County,  Warrants  in 
hand  and  Offices  in  prospective,  had  employed  all 
their  . powers  of  conciliation  and  persuasion  to  ensure 

l Journal  of  Vroviuclnl  Cougrr**,  “ Pie  Solis,  tVh.  Is, 

1770.” 

- V i* Iw  pa^es  loo,  P 1,  ante. 
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enlistment  of  the  quota  and  the  conse- 
quent reward  to  themselves;  hut  Westchester- county 
would  not  he  conciliated  far  enough  to  send  her  well- 
j to-db  sons  into  the  Army;  and  the  Warrants  were  re- 
turned to  the  Congress  and  the  proffered  Olfices 
were  not  secured  l>v  those  who  had  hankered  for 
them.-  The  prospect  for  the  lour  Battalions,  as  far  as 
Wcstchcster-eouuty  was  concerned  in  it,  was  not 
j promising;  and  the  Committee  of  Safety  was  already 
i entertaining  the  proposal  to  call  hack  the  Warrants 
| which  had  been  sent  into  the  County,  more  than  two 
j months  previous! v,  when  a letter  was  received  by 
that  body,  from  < iilhert  Drake,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  the  County,  stating  that  one,  Ezekiel 
Hi  att,  or  Haight,  with  his  associates,  had  enlisted 
j seventy  men  in  Westehester-eminty,  for  a Connecticut 
j Regiment;  hut  was  inclined  to  take  them,  as  a por- 
! tion  of  the  quota  of  that  County,  into  a New  York 
| Regiment,  if  Commissions  could  be  assured  to  those 
who  were  designated  as  their  ( tllieers.  ' 

Subsequently,  it  was  seen  that  the  men  whom 
K/.ekial  Hyatt,  or  Haight,  or  Unit — for  by  each  of 
these  several  names  that  “ patriotic”  gentleman  was 
known,  at  diU'ereut.  times — had  enlisted  into  bis  Com- 
pany bad  been  entrapped,  by  false  representations;  1 
and  the  revelations  of  unopened  records  of  that 
period,  more  recently  opened,  reveal  the  fact  that 
Commissions  had  already  been  issued,  by  tiie  Conti- 
nental Congress,  to  Ezekiel  Hair,  Esquire,  as  Cap- 
tain,’ to  Caleb  Hobby,  Gentleman,  as  First  Lieuten- 
ant,'1 to  Joseph  DeGroet,  Gentleman,  as  Second  Lieu- 
tenant,7 and  to  Isaac  Poineair,  Gentleman,  as  En- 
sign,8 9 all  dated  on  the  eighth  of  April,  more  than  a 
fortnight  before  Gilbert  Drake  wrote  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety,  asking  Commissions  for  the  same  Offi- 
cers from  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  York;  and 
that  each  of  those  Commissions  had  specifically  de- 
scribed the  Company  to  which  the  holder  of  the  Com- 
mission was  attached,  not  as  belonging  to  a Connecti- 
cut Regiment,  but  as  “the  Company  of  the  First 
“Regiment  of  New  York  Forces.”  But,  whatever 
schemes  may  have  been  laid  to  carry  the  Company 
into  the  Connecticut  Line  of  the  Continental  Army, 
and  notwithstanding  the  men  enlisted  into  the  Com- 
pany had  been  fraudulently  entrapped  into  a service 
which  they  did  not  intend  to  enter,"  Captain  Hyatt 

s (iilhrrt  hntl.r  h>  “ Mr.  Morin  Nro//,”  " April  the  tilth,  177«'» ; ” J-  nnml 
of  tlir  Committor  <<  f So/'.  ///,  “ Pie  Jovb.  lo  ho.,  A.M.,  April  J.'>,  1771'..'’ 

■*  .1  List  of  ll,  (/jli<'Ts'  nn, m s in  .Vo#*  l or):  'Irony*'  ri~.  : Col.  Mcfjowjnrs 
L'li/inn-nt.  (:">). — II  tori' of  Mnnnsrriyl',  etc.:  Mililn  if  f ’•  nuniif!,  XXV., 

& lfl*tov\rn1  .]Fnnii*i'ri]ifst  etc.  : Million/  IL  films,  xxvii.,  S>. 

UMorirnl  Mnnnsniji/ etc.:  Military  lo  turns,  xxvii.,  '.»*•. 

1 llislnric/d  Mmni.<rriyl*%  etc.:  Mili/nri/  /A  turn*,  xxvii.,  *.»J. 

® llisfnriiuil  .1 L t ii iwri/ »/.**,  ot c.  Mili/nri/  Itrtnni*,  xxvii., 

9 There  are  good  reasons  tor  ltelieviug  that  that  Company,  like  the 
similar  < Vmpuiiy  commanded  l*y  Cornelius  Steen  rod,  of  \vhi<  It  mention 
will  In*  ma»lc,  hereafter,  had  been  really  enlbted  for  I'oluiiel  Samuel 
Drake's  Pediment  of  Minute-men,  then  at  lloern’s  !l«**»k,  as  already 
stated;  and  that  a system  of  schemes  had  followed,  iii>r  with  Alexander 
MePougal,  of  ll»e  first  New-York  RcLcinn-ut  ; th«*n  with  soino  Connvtic 
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and  his  command  were  accepted  by  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  as  one  of  the  two  Companies  required  from 
Westchestcr-county ;*  1 and  it  subsequently constituted 
the  Fifth  Company  of  the  First  Regiment  of  the  New 
York  Line,  commanded  by  Colonel  Alexander  M<-- 
Dougal.-  It  was  said  of  the  Company,  afterwards, 
that  the  Captain  “has  deceived  the  Convention” 
[//<«  J'roviiicinl  Comjrr.ix J “in  Enlisting  the  men 
“ for  6 & 12  months  instead  of  doing  it  for  the 
“war;  ” •1  that  the  men,  who  had,  also,  been  deceived 
by  their  Captain,  deserted  in  large  numbers  ; 1 that  the 
Regiment  was  greatly  reduced  by  the  desertions,  of 
which  those  from  this  Company  were  part;5  and  tlm 
Company  was  thereby  disgraced,  through  all  time. 
Of  Captain  ITyatt.,  it  was  stated  that  he  was  “ unlit” 
to  be  retained  in  the  service,”  as  “ lie  wants  authority 
“ to  make  a good  Officer:”1 * *  of  the  three  Subalterns, 
the  same  record  stated,  “These  three  wish  to  de- 
“ cline  the  service;  they  will  be  no  loss  to  it.”  * 

Two  days  after  Ezekiel  Hyatt,  through  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  \Vestchester-c>  unity,  had 
secured  a place  for  himself  and  his  command,  in  the 
New  York  Line  of  the  Continental  Army,  [April  27, 
1776,]  Cornelius  Steenrod  appeared,  personally,  before 
the  Committee  of  Safety,  in  the  City  of  New  York, 
and  informed  that  Committee  “that  ho  can  enlist  a 
“complete  Company  of  men  fur  the  Continental  ser- 
“ vice,  in  fourteen  clays; ’’and  the  Committee,  after 
due  consideration  of  the  proposal,  adopted  a Resolu- 
tion giving  to  him  “full  assurance  that  he  and  his 
“Subalterns,  with  the  said  Company,  will  be  era- 
“ ployed  as  part  of  the  troops  raising  for  the  defence 
“of  this  Colony,”  provided  a full  and  complete  Com- 
pany of  able  bodied  men  should  be  enlisted  and  made 
ready  to  join  a Regiment,  within  the  designated 
period  of  fourteen  days.9 10 

That  Cornelius  Steenrod  was  a Miller,  on  the  Cort- 
landt’s  Manor;  evidently  a man  of  some  property  ; " 

parties;  ami  finally  with  the  Committee  of  Westchester-e  -uuty — each 
scheme  having  been  an  improvement  on  those  which  had  preceded  it — 
for  the  disposition  of  the  Company,  jnst  as  themes  were  formed  for  the 
promotion  of  personal  interests  of  Officers,  ami  jnst  as  Knlist»*«l  M<  n were 
trucked  and  bartered  into  Kegiments  which  were  foreign  to  them,  for 
t lie  promotion  of  those  schemes,  in  another  service,  within  the  memory 
of  living  men. 

1 Journal  of  tlit  Committee  of  Safty,  ‘‘Dio  Jovi.-,  4 ho.,  P.M.,  April  L'>, 
“ 17 ifi." 

- Lint  of  OJU'ern  names  of  S<  ir  York  Tr< • ri...  : Colonel  ThujnV s 

Ileyiment, — Historical  Maiinscripint  etc.  ; Military  Comm  i7/--« , x\\., 

» Ibid. 

* General  Alexander  Mclhnujal  to'  Hnln  rt  Vote*,  “ Yonkers,  2L  Octol>cr, 
“1770.” 

&Tbid. 

General  McDowjal'  n I*erminneu(latinn  of  Lieutenant- f’ohmtl  luu  Cortlawlt 
— llisfiH’iral  M-must-ripls,  etc.  : Military  C'»aniilteet  xxv., 

" l.Ct  of  OjfiiTrs'  names  of  A if  York  Troops,  viz.  : iVfi  irl  M,  r>i"j-Ts 
li'  jino  ut. — Hi<toriral  Manuscripts,  etc.  : Milil-try  t/ommitUe,  xxv.,  4>S. 

Ibid. 

9 ./»•  imutl  of  the  Committee  of  Sof  ty,  “ Dio  Sabbat  i,  10  ho.,  A.M.,  April 
“ 27,  1770.” 

10  Cornelius  .Steenrod  was  the  owner  of  three  fulling-mills,  if  not  of  some 

others;  and  lie  uddfvssed  “the  Convention,"  without  dale,  requesting 

protection  for  his  millers. — Cornelius  Sh  enroll  t>>  "tic-  • i, '*  with- 

out place  or  date — Journals  of  (In-  Troriiu'i  l (.’•> ii.,  147. 


and  an  intimate  friend  and  vimjhlmt >■  of  Stephen  In- 
Lanei-y,  a s in  "I  the  late  distinguished  Chief-justice 
1 >o  LanecV,  i\  ho  was  also  one  of  the  Proprietors  and  a 
resident  of  that  .Manor, 11 * *  there  can  be  no  doubt. 
He  was  peculiarly  anxious  to  obtain  an  office,  no  mat- 
ter what.  nor  oil  what  terms;1-  he  was  particularly 
zealous  in  his  desire  that  he  might  administer  test- 
oaihs  to  his  neighbor *s;*3  and  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  he  was,  in  tact,  a “ friend  of  the  Government.'’ 
in  disguise,  notwithstanding  all  his  official  dis- 
claimers.1* lie  had  been  in  command  of  one  of  the 
skeleton  Companies  of  Minute-men  of  which  the 
1 skeleton  Regiment  of  Colonel  Samuel  Drake  had 
i been  nominallv  composed1'’ — it  is  more  than  probable 
! that  one  of  those  two  blank  Commissions,  for 
I Captains  of  Companies,  which  had  been  issued  in 
advance  of  the  formation  of  those  Companies,11'  was 
held  by  him  ; and  it  is  far  from  impossible  that  tin- 
men whom  he  and  his  Subalterns  had  evidently  on 
hand,  when  lie  applied  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  tor 
admittance  into  the  service  of  the  Continent,  in  a 
different  Regiment,  had  been  really  enlisted  for  the 
re-in foreenient  of  the  former  Regiment,  then  at 
Hoern’s  Hook. 

He  evidently  completed  his  Company,  in  season  to 
take  a place,  its  the  second  Company  of  the  appor- 
tionment to  Westchoster-county,  in  the  First  Regi- 
ment of  the  New  York  Line,  in  the  Continental 
Army  of  1776,  commanded  by  Colonel  Alexander 
McDougal,  of  which  it  was  the  Sixth  Company, 
Isaac  Titus  having  been  his  First  Lieutenant,  Isaac 
Ruyckman,  Junior,  his  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Ben- 
jamin Jones  his  Ensign.17  But,  like  Captain  Hyatt, 
Captain  Steenrod  had  deceived  his  men  and  the 
Congress,  in  his  enlistment  of  his  command  for  six 
and  twelve  months  instead  of  for  the  entire  period  of 

it  Cornelius  Sb'rimnl  (■•  the  Committer  of  Softy,  ••January  31,  1777  ; **  tl> 
CoiH/ninni'ou.TH <f  Scynestrafo-n  to  the  Council  <f  >'fety,  “Peeks  Kii  i,  July 
i '*24,  1717  Stephen  Low-ey  to  < 'ono-lins  Sleennnl,  “May  3,  1777  ; 

i Testimony  of  Cornelius  Steen /•»»./  In-fore  the  t 'omnnttef  Ot  U esb  ;•-«•*/>'»////, 

1 June  13,  1777  ; Corn*  linn  Strennnl  to  tin  Cmn-ntioa  of  the  Stole,  " Wtst- 
j “chksiek  Cor.vTV,  Cokti.anut  Manor.  June  2s,  1777,**  and  1 1««*  >.  wml 
j enclosures  therein  ; etc. 

i-  Ho  was  anxious,  by  turns,  to  command  a Troop  of  Tb*r>*,  tv  eotu- 
! maud  a Company  of  M hint*-  no  n,  and  t.*  ruiv  uml  cornman'l  i < tit}  • r y 
ii;  the  Continental  Lille;  ami.  in  neither  * »f  the>e,  •!•.>«■>  lu  app.irt  • 
paiil  mucli  respect  tiie  proprieties  of  tho  uii'lertaking. 

13  O •ntetin*  St-  t>>  ''tin-  Conr,utu>uf%  without  place  «*r  dute  — 

J oiruols  of  tho  Proroi  -oil  ( •onjrrss,  ii.,  147. 

MIn  June,  177fi,  Isaac  V.*un^s  testified  before  the  Cointnittee  on  Con- 
spiracies, of  the  lfiovim  iai  Congress,  that  Thonims  Vernon,  that  prisr*:»cr 
who  ur  le  so  much  trouble.  hu<l  infi»niie'l  him  that  ouc  of  the  ('upturns 
in  Mi  lfirngul’s  Ib'giment  «•!'  Continentals,  was  a loyalist,  in  e.»n ••sjvinil- 
' once  with  Governor  Tryon,  ami  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  Governor. 

| ( Ili'toricol  M thoscripts,  etc.  : M !*-•  I !< no-on.-  1'ifr*,  xxxiv.,  4* » i ) 

| Cornelius  Steenrod  had  only  recently  joined  that  Kegimeut,  at  the 
I head  of  aComivmy,  when  that  statement  was  made. 

15  L'r'mT'l/  I.-T-l  Stiff nnf  % (jtio  rol  (h'>lrrs,  " N" KM  \uRK,  March  Id, 

| “ 1770.” 

Journal  of  tho  1‘rofiio  oil  Co\ojn  *■*,  “ r»i*-  Mercurii,  10  In*.,  A.M.,  0>  - 
j “ toller  25,  1770.'’ 

List  if  t\ (fire r*'  loirne*  of  Xrir  York  '/  ■•'>/■*,  ri:.:  # *»/•>»*»-/  M »T ' 

| I\oijiment — Historical  et<’.;  Military  (im/niiY/...  \.\v,(  4vs. 
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the  War;1  his  command  r»-f? pro<*at i m.cc,  like  that  of 
< i j >t:i i n Hyatt,  by  deserting.  in  areat  numbers,  and, 
thereby,  seriously  crippling  tin-  Regiment ; am!,  al-w 
like  Captain  Hyatt,  personally,  he  was  reported  as 
‘•unlit”  for  his  command.*  The  similarity  of  that 
Company  and  its  Ollieers  and  that  commanded  by 
Captain  Hyatt  and  its  Officers  is  singularly  continued 
in  tile  fact  that  the  Second  Lieutenant  who  was  with 
Captain  Steen  rod  when  the  Company  was  mustered 
into  the  Continental  Service,  was  subsequently 
cashiered,*  assuredly  for  conduct  which  was  more 
than  ordinarily  bad  ; and  in  the  Report,  concernin'' 
First  Lieutenant  Titus  and  Ensign  Jones,  that 
“ These  two  arc  unfit  for  the  service.”1 

Captain  Ambrose  Horton,  who  commanded  one  of 
the  Companies  from  Westchester-con nty,  intheCam- 
paign  of  1775,  appears  to  have  returned  to  the  service, 
probably  from  another  County,  in  1 7 7<> ; 0 hut  noth- 
ing more  than  a mere  mention  of  his  name  was  made, 
without  the  slightest  additional  information.  Neither 
Captain  Daniel  Mills  nor  Captain  Jonathan  Platt, 
each  of  whom  had  commanded  a Company  from 
Westchester-eounty,  in  the  Campaign  of  177.3,  ap- 
pears to  have  returned  to  the  service,  in  177fi. 

It  will  bo  seen,  from  the  respective  records  of  the 
fraudulent  practices  of  Ezekiel  Hyatt  and  Cornelius 
Steenrod  and  their  respective  associates,  in  their  en- 
listment of  men  for  their  respective  commands;  from 
the  records  of  the  questionable  manner  in  which 
their  respective  Companies  were  carried,  without 
their  consent,  into  a line  of  the  Continental  Service 
for  which  they  were  not  enlisted  ; from  the  records  of 
the  personal  unfitness  for  their  respective  offices  of 
the  several  Officers  of  both  these  Companies;  and 
from  those  of  the  consequent  disaffection  and  deser- 
tions of  the  enlisted  men,  that.  Westch ester-county’s 
quota,  in  the  Continental  levy  of  1 77<>,  was  of  question- 
able usefulness  to  the  country  or  the  cause  in  which 
it  was  nominally  engaged.  Whatever  may  have 
been  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  Non-commis- 
sioned Officers  and  Privates  of  which  those  Companies 
were  respectively  composed — and  it  is  due  to  the  mem- 
ory of  those  unknown  men  that  it  should  be  said  of 
them  that  no  record  of  had  conduct,  on  their  parts,  has 


■<//  1/  ■limit  r M:l>r>nj,d  to  finl-ert  Yales,  “ Yonkers,  *21  CVtobi 


i of  Lieufrmnit’rnloto  l t'ortlmnlt. — 

nniniilee,  x\v.,  8*15. 

* * C.v  m p at  New  York, 


> Ibid 

2 Cnte 

**  fit'iierul  Melknhjnr.i  loxounonnbdi 
Uidorienl  Maniinrrij'ts,  otc.  : Military 

■*  Cay  la  in  Uteennnl  to  the  Proilmial 
“20  June,  1776.” 

5 I.iM  of  OjlicerifyurS'iimes  of  X.  ir-  } k Trim)!*,  ei:.,  ('••(om  l MrUoio/al'ii 
Ilnjinmil.- — I Idtorienl  Manti*eri[>f s,  etc.  : Military  ('oiiiiiiith.r.  XXV..  4>5. 

*5  Itacruitiug  Warrants  were  issued  to  him,  on  the  tenth  of  March, 
177U,  ami  to  Thomas  he  Foy,  on  th'o'tw  rnty- eighth  of  the  mouth,  for 
tli»;  Ninth  Company  of  tin*  First  Ke^imont  of  tin*  New  York  Lino  of  tin* 
Continental  Army  of  177b;  but  tin*  record  says,  also,  “ Captain  Ilorton 
“at.  1 0 nicer*’  com  missions  not  made  out,"  (Hreniitiwj  II  "arrant*  i**ned 
hy  the  ( ’on re ii (hoi  to  the  1'irst  A*  n*  YarJc  Continentals — i / i*t,.rienl  M i rii.^erijifs. 
etc.;  Mildnry  Committee, _xx\\,  Ib.l,  (i7b  ;)  and  it  is  probahh*  flint  they 
were  amon^  those  whoso  hlandishnnintH  were  unsin:et*sMMl  in  obtaining 
recruits,  us  lias  been  stated  in  the  text,  [juoje  145,  ante.) 


come  down  among  the  dhbri*  of  that  period,  since  it 
cannot  lie  regarded  as  a crime  that  some  of  them,  un- 
hidden, in  that  era  of  di -i  . gard  of  law,  helped  them- 
selves to  the  freedom,  belonging  to  themselves,  of 
which  their  Officers  had  fraudulently  deprived  them 
— it  cannot  he  consistently  pretended,  by  any  one,  that 
the  Ollieers  of  those  Companies  were  reasonably  rep- 
resentative men  of  the  great  body  of  the  farmers  of 
Colonial  Westchester-eounty,  of  that  or  of  any  other 
; period : whether  or  not  they  may  he  regarded  as 
representative  men  of  that  other  and  smaller  class  of 
; the  inhabitants  of  that  County,  in  1773—7(1,  of  those 
| whose  “patriotism”  was  only  ill-concealed  sellish- 
! ne^,  of  those  whose  devotion  to  “ the  common  cause” 

| was  graduated  w ith  nothing  else  than  with  the  proni- 
i ised  profits  of  the  investment,  of  those  whose  zeal 
l was  tempered  with  nothing  as  effective  as  with  an 
| Office  of  some  sort,  the  reader  can  determine  for  him- 
self, from  the  evidence  which  has  been  already  ad- 
duced, illustrative  of  the  character  and  conduct  of 
the  revolutionary  faction,  within  that  County,  during 
that  later  Colonial  Period. 

Among  the  multitude  of  requirements,  made  by 
j General  Lee,  either  on  his  own  motion  or  at  the 
i prompting  of  those  who  pandered  to  Ids  baser  incli- 
j nations,  and  which  were  obsequiously  obeyed  bv  the 
! Provincial  Congress,  was  one,  made  early  in  March, 

| 177G,  for  “a  Magazine  of  Provisions  and  Military 
j “Stores,  to  be  established  in  Westchester-countv,” 
j the  requisition  being  supplemented  with  a recommen- 
! dation  that  “ the  Deputies  of  Westchester-eounty 
I “purchase  and  deposit,  in  different  stores  in  that 
| “ County,  twelve  hundred  barrels  of  good  salted  Pork, 
j “wherever  it  is  to  be  bought;  and  that  the  said 
j “salted  Pork  he  repacked  and  pickled  by  a sworn 
j ‘ Packer  of  New  York  ; and  that  the  Deputies  of 
“ Albany-county  purchase  eighteen  hundred  and  fiftv 
j “bushels  of  good  Peas,  and  send  them  to  the  Depu- 
| “ tics  of  Westchester-eounty,  to  be  by  them  stored  in 
! “the  same  manner.”7 

The  proposed  test  of  the  quality  of  the  Pork  to  he 
| purchased  was,  however,  not  satisfactory  to  those 
who  were  manipulating  the  Congress,  in  the  interest 
of  the  job;  and,  on  the  ninth  of  March,  when  that 
body  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  proposition,  it 
was  led  to  suppose  that  the  Resolution  which  had 
been  adopted,  approving  the  same,  was  “ imperfect, 
“inadequate  to  the  end,  and  that  the  method  thcrehv 
“ proposed  will  create  unnecessary  expense.”  It  also 
appointed  a Committee  of  three  Deputies,  two  of 
whom  were  John  Thomas,  Junior,  and  Colonel  Joseph 
Drake,  both  of  them  Deputies  from  Westchester- 
eounty,  “to  reconsider  the  method  of  establishing  a 
“ Magazine  of  Provisions,  and  to  report  thereon.”1’ 
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The  whole  subject  li  id  evidently  boon  considered, 
informally,  1 . * ■ ’ .1  .•  ii  -a  is  la i* I before  the  ( '01  - ,n 

the  exprcs.-ivi  -phrase  of  pi-a.  tit-al  mm,  it  Jia<l  )••  <-n 
“ cut  and  dried” — and  the  Committee  “ speedily  re- 
turned and  reported  ” a substitute  for  the  original 
Resolution,  which  was  more  “perfect,”  more  “ade- 
“ quatetotheond,”  and  lossexpensivc,  although  it  was 
also,  less  favorable  to  the  Congress — it  did  no  more 
than  to  omit  the  provision  for  the  employment  of  a 
Packer  from  New  York,  by  whom,  also,  the  ipialitv  of 
the  Pork  could  have  been  accurately  ascertained, 
leaving  every  other  portion  of  the  original  Resolu- 
tion, in  the  form  in  which  it  had  been  adopted,  live 
days  previously.  The  evidently  pre-arranged  lb-port 
and  Resolution  were  promptly  approved,  without  a 
dissenting  voice  ; 1 * and  the  scheme  was,  so  far,  a com- 
plete success. 

There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  a doubt  eon-  j 
cerning  the  entire  safety  of  such  a Magazine,  nor  ot  , 
such  a series  of  Magazines,  notwithstanding  Un- 
known hostility  of  by  far  the  greater  number  of  tin-  j 
inhabitants  of  Westchester-eounty,  within  which 
they  were  to  be  established,  against  all  which  per-  j 
tained  to  the  Rebellion — an  hostility,  too,  which  had  J 
become  intensified  by  reason  of  the  repeated  and  i 
ruinous  outrages  to  which  the  Conservatives  among  j 
them,  and  few  were  not  Conservatives,  had  been  [ 
subjected ; and  if  anything  were  wanted  to  establish 
the  fact  of  the  quiet,  law-observing,  and  upright 
personal  character  of  those  much  abused  and  much 
persecuted  farmers  of  Colonial  Westchestcr-eounty, 
it  may  be  found  in  that  voluntary  tribute  to  their 
integrity,  thus  unwittingly,  but  freely,  paid  by  their 
most  virulent  enemies.  A Military  Magazine  estab- 
lished in  the  midst  of  a community  who  was  hostile  to 
those  who- gathered  and  established  it,  without  ample 
provision  for  its  protection,  and  depending,  largely, 
if  not  entirely,  for  its  safety,  on  the  forbearance  of 
those  among  wlitmi  it  was  placed,  was  an  anomaly 
in  Military  Science;  but  the  farmers  of  Westch ester- 
county  were  not  inclined  to  retaliate;  and  those  who 
were  leaders  in  the  Rebellion  could,  therefrom,  have 
learned  something  which  would  have  been  useful  to 
themselves  and  to  their  “common  cause,”  had  not 
they  been  besotted  in  their  greed  for  Office  and  its 
emolument-,  and  for  the  authority  and  the  opporiuni - j 
ties  for  personal  aggrandizement  which  office-bearing,  I 
in  a revolutionary  era,  always  affords  to  those  who 
arc  the  greater  zealots. 

The  Deputies  from  Westchestcr-eounty  were  not 
slow  in  their  movements,  homeward,  as  soon  as  that 
Report  and  that  Resolution  had  been  adopted,  leav- 
ing the  Deputation  in  the  Congress  without  the 
requisite  quorum,  in  their  eager  pursuit  of  the  advan-  | 
tages,  to  themselves,  which  were  offered  in  their  pur- 
chases of  barrelled  Pork.  The  reason  for  the  embargo 
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which  had  dosed  the  foreign  markets  against  tin- pro- 
ducers and  which  had  monopolized  the  trade  in  favor 
of  the  local  buyers  and  at  their  own  pri<  .s,  t|„ 

math  manifest  to  all  observers;  and  the  favored  |).  pa- 
th s,  who  were  the  official  buyers,  and  their  personal 
friends  were  provided  with  an  outlet,  at  favorable 
prices,  not  only  for  the  surplus  of  their  own  products, 
lint  for  those  additional  stocks  which  the  rigidly 
enforced  embargo  and  their  more  accurate  knowledge 
of  what  the  future  was  to  develope,  had  placed 
within  their  control ; and  that  without  an v limitations 
i-oncrming  prices  to  be  paid,  and  without  any  danger, 
concerning  the  quality  of  the  article  to  he  sold,  from 
the  adverse  reports  of  a sworn  Packer  arid  Inspector, 
from  the  City  of  New  York. 

( fa  the  thirteenth  of  March,  a letter  was  received 
from  General  Washington,  expressing  to  “ the  Com- 
“ mandiug  Ollicer  of  the  American  Forces,  New 
“York,”  - the  suspicions  of  the  Commander-in-chief 
that  the  Royal  Army  which  was  (hen  enclosed  in  Bos- 
ton would  soon  he  transferred  to  New  York,  and  ap- 
pealing to  the  Provincial  Congress  for  its  best  efforts  “to 
‘■prevent  their  forming  a lodgment  before”  [/o’,  (_{._■  n- 
end  ll'ix/ti/t’/foii,]  “can  come  or  send  to  your  assist- 
“ mice.” 

The  intelligence  thus  communicated  to  the  Provin- 
cial Congress,  for  General  Lord  Stirling  immediately 
submitted  the  letter  to  that  body,  led  to  another 
revision  of  the  Resolution  authorizing  the  establish- 
ment of  a Military  Magazine  in  Westcliester-county, 
already  referred  to,  which  resulted  in  the  adoption  of 
the  following  Resolution,  not  necessarily  as  a substi- 
tute for  the  other,  nor  probably  regarded  as  such  a 
substitute,  in  practise: 

“Okdkuko,  That  Colonel  Gilbert  Drake  repair 
“ immediately  to  Westchester-eounty  and  purchase 
“twelve  hundred  barrels  of  the  best  Fork,  and 
“have  the  same  safely  stored,  agreeahie  to  rhe 
“Resolves  of  this  Congress,  of  the  ninth  day  of 
“March  instant;  that  lie  take  with  him,  from  New- 
“ York,  a sworn  Inspector  and  Uepaeker  of  Pork,  to 
“ inspect  and  re-pack  the  same;  and  that  he  purchase 
“and  store,  at  the  cheapest  rate  in  his  power,  Flour 
“ sufficient  for  the  use  ot  five  thousand  men  for  a 
“ month.” 3 

Notwithstanding  the  adroitness  of  Colonel  Gilbert 
Drake,  in  concentrating  within  his  own  person  the  sole 
authority  to  purchase  all  the  Pork  and  all  the  Flour 
which  were  considered  necessary,  when  the  last- 
named  Resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Provincial 
Congress,  his  associates  in  the  Deputation  from 
Westchester-eounty  wire  already  in  the  field,  bar- 
gaining tor  barrelled  Pork,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  former  Resolution ; entering  into  competition 
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with  him,  among  the  sellers  of  Pork,  who  were  not 
-low  to  take  advantage  of  that  eireumstaiiee,  in  ad- 
vancing the  prices  of  the  goods ; and,  to  a corre- 
sponding extent,  intercepting,  advantageously  to 
thein-elves,  the  profits  of  those  particular  transactions 
which,  hut  lor  their  interference,  would  have  fallen 

into  his  basket. 

The  Provincial  Congress  had  adjourned,  leaving 
its  Committee  ol  Safety  to  discharge  its  ordinarv 
duties;1  and  William  Paulding  was  the  only  Deputy 
from  Westchester-eounty  who  remained  in  the  Citv 
of  New  York.  Hut,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  first  day 
of  the  existence  of  that  Committee,  [Murclt  IS,  1 7 7 1 > , ] 
Mr.  Paulding,  whose  hand  was  evidently  clean  while 
those  of  all  his  fellow  Deputies  were  seriously 
smirched,  “ informed  the  Committee  that  several  of  the 
“ members  from  Westchester-eounty,  conceiving  that 
“ they  were  directed  to  purchase  Pork  lor  a Magazine, 
“were  purchasing  quantities  for  that  purpose ; that 
“Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  by  a late  Order  of  the 

a 

“ Congress,  was  also  purchasing  the  whole  quantity 
“directed  to  be  stored  in  that  County,  whereby  there 
“ is  danger  that  the  said  article  of  Provisions  mav 
“ be  purchased  at  an  exorbitant  price.”  2 

After  due  consideration  of  the  subject,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  determined  to  limit  the  price  to  be 
paid  for  the  Pork,  leaving  the  rival  buyers  undis- 
turbed, which  was  undoubtedly  done  for  political 
reasons — -it  would  not  ha  ve  been  prudent  to  have  ar- 
rested the  Deputation  of  a County,  while  it  was  so 
eagerly  engaged  in  a still-hunt  for  some  of  the  pick-,  j 
ings  which  had  been  placed  within  its  reach,  by  the 
revolutionary  leaders.  The  enactment  of  the  Com-  ! 
mittee  of  Safety  was  in  these  words: 

“ Whereas  different  appointments  have  been  made  ; 
“by  the  Provincial  Congress,  for  the  purchase  of  j 
“barreled  Pork,  in  Westchester-eounty';  it  is  there- 
“ fore 

“ OitDKiiKJ),  That  no  person  employed  in  that  ser- 
“ vice  pay  more  for  that  article  of  Provision  than  four 
“ pounds  per  barrel,  subject  to  the  expense  of  the 
“sellers  lor  cartage  to  the  place  of  delivery  in  the  I 
“ County.7’ 3 

On  the  first  of  April,  177d — ample  time  having  1 
elapsed,  since  the  two  Onlcrs  were  made,  to  enable 
all  which  could  be  done  in  the  way  of  purchases  and 
sales  of  Pork  ami  Flour,  to  have  been  done,  satisfac- 
torily to  those  who  were  originally  in  the  secret — the 
Committee  of  Safety  discovered  what  it  regarded  as  a 
fact,  that  such  a Military  Magazine  as  General  Lee  had 
called  for  and  which  the  Provincial  Congress  had  de- 
liberately established,  would  “ not  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary ; ” and  it  accordingly  “ Oimuouki),  That  Colonel 
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Gilbert  Drake  and  the  other  members  of  West- 
“ chestcr-County  do  not  purchase  any  more  l’ro- 

visions,  until  farther  order ; and  that  they  return 
“with  all  convenient  speed  to  this  Committee,  an  ac- 
“ count  of  all  the  Provisions  they  have  purchased, and 
“in  what  stores  they  are  placed.”  1 

It  required  eight  days  fur  the  Committee’s  letter 
.uni  Order  to  reach  the  busy  Deputies  and  to  arrest 
their  eager  searches  for  Pork  and  Flour  ; hut  on  the 
eighth  day,  [April  ‘J,  177b,]  Colonel  Drake  reported 
that  he,  and  John  Thomas,  .Junior,  and  Major  Lock- 
wood,  three  of  the  migratory  Deputies,  had  bought 
about  one  thousand  barrels  of  the  former  and  six 
hundred  barrels  of  the  latter;  J from  which  one  may 
learn  something  oft  he  product  veness  of  Colonial  Wesl- 
chester-county,  in  177-3.  notwithstanding  the  disturb- 
ances, already  referred  to,  to  which  its  inhabitants  had 
been  so  frequently  and  so  seriously  subjected — the 
usual  Autumn  and  Winter  sales  of  these  two  staple 
articles  had  been  Undoubtedly  made;  extraordinary 
sales  bad  been  made  for  the  Northern  Army  and  lor 
distant  places,  many  of  thetuJiaving  been  made  mat- 
ters of  ollieial  record ; the  home-consumption  had 
been  supplied,  freely,  during  the  Autumn,  the  Winter, 
and  the  early  Spring  ; and  the  necessary  supplies, 
also  for  the  home-consumption,  until  the  following 
Autumn,  had  been  undoubtedly  reserved  ; but  the 
supply  was  not  exhausted  ; and  a thousand  barrels  of 
salted  .Pork  and  six  hundred  barrels  of  Flour  had  been 
found  and  purchased,  on  the  account  of  the  Provin- 
cial Congress,  within  the  limited  period  of  three 
weeks,  and  within  the  limits  of  that  single  Countv. 
The  Wcstchestcr-county  farmers  of  our  own  period, 
with  their  greater  numbers  and  greater  area  of  till- 
able ground,  with  their  modern  appliances  of  artificial 
manures  and  improved  implements — none  of  them,  at 
that  time,  eveu  hoped  for — and  with  till  the  improved 
facilities  of  transit  and  of  transportation  which  they 
now  possess,  may  reasonably  hang  their  heads,  in 
humiliation,  on  a comparison  of  the  results  of  their 
labors  with  the  results  ot  the  labors  ot  those  industri- 
ous, prudent,  and  thrifty  men  who  preceded  them, 
with  smaller  numbers  and  none  of  the  advantages 
which  are  now  accessible  to  every  one. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  the  action  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  encouraging  the  establishment  of 
Powder-mills,  and  offering  loans  for  that  purpose, 
without  interest,  to  proper  persons,  in  specified 
Counties,  of  w hich  Westchester  was  one.  Although 
no  mention  was  subsequently  made  of  the  establish- 
ment of  such  a Mill  within  the  limits  of  Westchester- 
eounty,  the  fact  that  such  an  offer  was  made  affords 
another  testimony  to  what  has  been  alreadv  adduced 
concerning  the  peaceful  disposition  of  the  farmers 
throughout  that  County,  even  in  the  face  of  the  greatest 
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ravutiiins,  since  the  want  of  the  Arms  of  which 
v had  In  vii  rubbed  would  not  have  been  a hindrance 


receive  the 
Continental 


same  pay  and  provisions 
forces  in  this  Colony.” 


as  the 


other 


to  an v one  who  had  desired  to  destroy  a Powder-mill; 
and  it  shows,  also,  how  unwise  that  revolutionary 
policy  had  been,  which  had  tended  not  only  to  impair 
the  industrial  usefulness  of  such  a community,  at  a 
time  when  the  results  of  its  agricultural  and  other  in- 
dustrial labors  were  most  needed,  but  to  make  that 
element,  in  the  Colony,  permanently  antagonistic, 
which,  under  a peaceful  and  conciliatory  policy,  might 
have  been  made  passive  and  useful,  if  not  friendly 
and  co-operative. 

Alter  the  autocratic  General  Lee  was  ordered  to  the 
South,  in  March,  177(5,  the  military  command  of  the 
Continental  forces  in  the  City  of  New  York  w;us  vested 
in  General  Lord  Stirling;  and,  on  the  thirteenth  of  I 
that  month,  that  commanding  General  requested  the  j 
Provincial  Congress  to  appoint  a Committee,  to  con-  j 
for  with  him  on  various  subjects  connected  with  the  j 
defense  of  the  City  and  Colony.1 

On  the  following  day,  [March  1-1,  177ti,]  for  the  pur- 
pose of  putting  the  City  into  a proper  condition  to 
sustifin  an  attack,  “all  the  male  inhabitants,  capable 
“of  fatigue,”  were  ordered  to  “be  immediately  em- 
“ ployed  on  the  fortifications  of  the  City,  and  as  well 
“all  the  negro  men  in  the  City  and  County  of  New 
“ Y'ork  ” were  similarly  ordered  ; and,  at  the  same 
time,  the  inhabitants  of  Kings-county  were  ordered 
to  be  similarly  employed  on  the  defences  of  that 
County;  while  levies  were  made  on  the  southern  part 
of  Orange,  or  what  now  constitutes  Rockland,  County, 
and  on  the  County  of  Westchester,  for  detachments, 
from  the  Militia  of  those  Counties,  respectively,  for  the 
support  and  assistance  of  the  working  parties  in  the 
City  of  New  Y'ork.2 

That  portion  of  the  Reyu/ations,  thus  agreed  to 
between  General  Lord  Stirling  and  the  Committee  of 
the  Provincial  Congress,  which  related  particularly 
to  Westchester-courity,  is  in  the  following  words: 

“ 7 thhj.  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Colonel 
“ Joseph  Drake  and  Colonel  Thomas  Thomas,  ol 
“ Westchestcr-county,  do  draft  out  of  their  Regiments 
“ two  hundred  men,  in  the  following  proportions,  to 
“wit;  Two  Companies  of  sixty-five  Privates  each, 
“besides  the  Captains  and  other  inferior  Oliieers,  out  I 
“of  Colonel  Joseph  Drake’s  Regiment,  and  one  Com-  ■ 
“ pany  of  sixty-five  Privates,  with  the  Captain  and  j 
“ other  inferior  Oflicers,  of  Colonel  Thomas’s  Regiment,  | 
“and  as  many  more  men  out  of  those  two  Regiments  j 
“ as  will  turn  out,  Volunteers  lbr  that  service,  to  be  im-  j 
“mediately  sent  to  the  City  of  New  Y'ork,  armed  and  j 
“accoutred  in  the  best  manner  possible,  and  to  be 
“joined  to  Colonel  Samuel  Drake’s  Regiment,  and  to 


As  what  was  called  the  Regiment  of  \V  esichester- 
' county  Minute-men,  commanded  by  Colonel  Samuel 
I >rake,:1  was  then  at  1 loern's  Hook,  opposite  Hell-gate, 
it  will  l>e  seen  that  Westchestor-county  was  largely 
depended  on  ; but  no  record  has  been  found  which 
indicates  which  of  the  Companies  of  the  Militia  of 
that  County  were  thus  drafted  and  sent  to  throw  up 
the  defensive  works  within  the  City  of  New  Y’ork, 
nor  is  it  now  known  who,  il  any,  of  the  farmers  ol 
that  County,  volunteered  their  services,  for  that  la- 
borious duty. 

As  has  been  already  stated,  early  attention  was 
paid  by  the  Provincial  Congress  to  the  subject  ot  the 
election  of  Deputies  to  a new  Congress  and  to  that 
of  its  own  dissolution.  To  that  end,  on  the  sixteenth 
of  December,  1775,  the  Congress  adopted  the  follow- 
ing Resolution  : 

“Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  be  and 
“hereby  are  fully  empowered  to  issue  orders  to  the 
“respective  Counties  in  this  Colony,  to  elect  Deputies 
“ for  a Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  to  meet 
“on  the  second  Tuesday  in  May  next.  The  said 
“ Committee,  by  their  Order,  appointing  the  day  of 
“Election,  in  each  County,  to  be  at  least  twenty-one 
“ days  before  the  said  second  Tuesday  iu  May  next.”1 

Notwithstanding  that  Resolution,  there  appears  to 
have  been  some  other  “ plan  for  the  election  of  Depu- 
ties to  form  a Provincial  Congress  to  meet  when  the 
“present  Provincial  Congress  will  expire.”  It  is 
not  now  known  what  that  other  “plan”  embraced 
nor  by  whom  it  was  introduced  or  supported;  but  it 
was  evidently  intended  to  limit  the  right  of  voting 
for  Deputies  to  the  new  Congress,  to  those  who  had 
signed  the  As-socialum,  and  to  have  the  vote  taken  by 
ballot.  It  appears,  also,  to  luivi  been  resolutely  and 
successfully  opposed,  at  least  as  far  as  the  limitation 
of  the  right  of  suffrage  was  included  in  its  provisions; 
and  its  evidently  radical  supporters,  after  their  defeat 
on  that  portion  of  the  “ plan,”  abandoned  the  pro- 
ject for  an  election  by  ballot.5  The  entire  subject 
was  then  referred  to  a Committee,  for  further  consid- 
eration; ami,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  after 
the  said  “plan”  had  been  “read,  and  again  read, 
“paragraph  by  paragraph,  amended,  and  corrected,” 
it  is  said  to  have  been  “approved,”  subject,  however, 
to  a further  consideration,  on  the  following  morning. '■ 

Viilr  I'UgealSS,  1 anti.*. 

* Journal  nf  tin  I'ruriacinl  t'oiojr»,s*i  4*  Dio  Silldmti,  10  ho..  A.M..  Deer. 
“ i*;,  ITT 

bJtmrtHil  ij‘  thf  IVncinriul  Cunjn'9nt  “Dio  Ltm;*,  lo  ho.,  A.M.,  M.irth 
“11,  lTTti.” 


1 Journal  nf  tin-  Proiinrinl  Comjre *«,  “ Dio  Mercurii,  !»>  ho.,  A.M., 

Mm rrh  i:i,  177t».” 

* Journal  of  the  IYoviuciol  Conjrw,  “ Dio  Jovis,  4 ho.,  F.M.,  March  11, 

1770.” 


6 Journal  <•/  thf  /Vop/mi  mi/  Ootjn^s,  *•  Dio  Lull;*  , 1 lio.,  P.M.,  March  11, 

The  obscurity  of  the  Journal*  of  the  second  Provincial  Congress,  on 
the  subject  uiulur  consideration,  is  relieved,  to  >01110  • \tonf  by  the  J **r- 
nut*  of  1 he  tliinl  of  those  Congrcsaoij  in  an  occasional  reference  to  the 
subject. 
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IV.-ides  that  almost  uu intelligible  entry  in  the  Jour- 
nal* of  the  Provincial  Congee* r,  no  mention  appears  to 
h ive  been  made  on  the  subject,  if  any  tiling  further 
was  done  with  it.  It  is  jirobable,  however,  that  an 
Election  was  ordered  to  he  made  for  Deputies,  on  the 
third  Tuesday,  which  was  the  sixteenth  day,  of  April ; 1 * 
and  that  the  fourteenth  day  of  May  was  designated  for 
the  meeting  of  the  new  Provincial  Congress. - 

The  Provincial  Congress  itself  appears  to  have  been 
disbanded,  informally — its  Journal  makes  no  mention 
of  a formal  adjournment — on  the  afternoon  of  Mon- 
day, the  thirteenth  of  May,  1776; 3 and,  thus  the 
second  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  New 
York  and  its  doings,  for  evil  or  for  good,  became  sub- 
jects for  the  pens  of  those  who  should  thenceforth 
assume  the  grave  and  responsible  duties  of  historians. 

We  mentioned,  in  another  part  of  this  narrative,4 
the  election  of  “ a Committee  for  the  County  of  West- 
chester,” on  the  eighth  of  May,  1775,  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  Gilbert  Drake  for  its  Chairman,  and 
Micah  Townsend  for  its  Clerk.  It  appears  that,  either 
by  pre-determined  limitation  or  otherwise,  the  term 
of  service  of  that  County  Committee  expired  in  May, 
1776;  and,  in  order  that  the  succession  of  that  body- 
might  be  continued,  notice  to  that  effect  having  been 
given,  on  the  sixteenth,  of  April,  1776,  “a  Number 
“of  the  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  Westchester- 
“ county  appeared  at  the  Court  House,”  and  “chose 
“the  Persons  hereafter  named  to  serve  as  a Committee 
for  the  said  Countyr  from  the  2Ql1  Monday"  in  May, 
“ 1776.  to  the  2a,t  Monday  in  May,  1777 — any  twenty 
“ whereof  to  be  a Quorum,  vizt  : 


“For  Morrissania. 
“Lewis  Morris,  Jun". 
— 1. 

“ For  Westchester. 

“ Thomas  Hunt, 

“ Abraham  Leggett, 
‘'Israel  Honeywell, 

“ John  Oakley, 
“Gilbert  Oakley, 

“ Daniel  "White, 

“ John  Smith — 7. 

“ For  Yonkers. 
“William  Halley, 

“ William  Betts, 

“ Thomas  Emmons, 

“ John  Crawford, 
“Fred.  V.  Cortlanpt 
—5. 


For  Eastchester. 

Stephen  Sneden, 
Edward  Briggs, 
Daniel  Se bring- — 3. 

For  Few  Rochelle  and 
Pelham. 

o-g  Myers, 

| § Guion, 

V|  Willis, 

Ji.g  lip  Well,  JuNr. — 4 

For  Mamaroneck. 
Gjl-Budd  Horton — 1. 


“ For  Phil ipsburfj. 

“ Israel  Honey  well, 
JUNr. 

“ Abraham  Storm, 

“ Peter  Van  Tassell, 
“Glode  Requeau, 
“Aim”  Ledew, 

“James  Hammond, 
“Joseph  Youngs, 

“ Germiom  Sherwood, 
“James  Requeau, 
“Thomas  Champenois, 
—10. 

“For  IV.  Plains. 

“ Benjamin  Lyon, 
“Joshua  Hatfield — 2. 

“For  Scars  dale. 
“Samuel  Crawford— 1. 

“For  II.  Precinct. 

“ Thomas  Thomas, 

“ W“.  Miller, 

“Isaiah  Maynard— 3. 

“ For  Forth  Castle. 

“ Michael  Hays, 

“ Peter  Lyon, 

“Jacob  Purdy, 

“ Andrew  Sniffin, 

“ Gilbert  Palmer, 
“Caleb  Merritt,  Junf. 
“ Caleb  Carpenter — 7. 


For  Pye. 

Samuel  Townsend, 
Israel  Seaman, 

Fred.  Say, 

Samuel  Lyon, 

Gilbert  Lyon, 

John  Thomas,  Jun'^-6. 

For  Bedford. 
Elijah  Hunter, 

John  Woolsey, 

Titus  Miller, 

For  Poundridye. 
Josh  Lockwood — 1 
For  Salem. 
Abijak  Gilbert — 1. 

For  Cortlandls  Manor. 
Joseph  Travis, 
Daniel  Birdsall, 
Samuel  Drake, 
Abraham  Purdy, 
Nathaniel  Hyatt, 
Joseph  Lee, 

Ecenezer  Purdy, 
Isaac  Norton, 

Halsey  Wood— 9. 

For  Pycks  Patent. 
Hercules  Lent,  1 — 
Total  66.”  5 


Of  this  second  County  Committee,  John  Thomas, 
Junior,  of  Rye,  w-as  made  the  Chairman,  and  Edward 
Thomas  was  appointed  its  Clerk. 

The  day  after  the  dissolution  of  the  second  Provin- 
cial Congress,  [May  14,  1776,]  was  the  day  which  had 
been  appointed  for  the  organization  of  the  third  of 
that  scries  of  Congresses.6  There  was,  however,  on 
that  day  and  on  the  four  succeeding  days,  au  insuffi- 
cient number  of  members  of  the  several  Deputations 
to  form  a quorum  of  the  Counties;  but,  on  the  fifth 
day,  [J fay  18,  1776,]  the  Counties  of  New  York, 
Richmond,  Suffolk,  Westchester,  Kings,  Charlotte, 
and  Tryon — those  of  Albany,  Queens,  Ulster,  Glou- 
cester, Cumberland,  Duchess,  and  Orange  were  either 
entirely  unrepresented  or  were  without  the  requisite 
numbers  to  make  their  several  Deputations  complete — 
assumed  the  consistent,  counter-revolutionary  respon- 
sibility of  organizing  the  Congress  and  of  proceeding  to 
transact  business.'  It  continued  in  session,  without  tak- 


1 The  elections  in  the  Counties  of  New  York,  Westchester,  Duchess, 

Kings,  Queens,  Tryon,  Ulster,  and  Orange  were  held  on  that  day  ; while  i 
Albany-county  apiiears  to  have  elected  her  Deputies  on  the  25th;  Suf-  j 
folk, on  trie  18th  ; Rielimond-couuty,  on  the  23rd  ; and  Charlotte-county, 
on  the  1-t  May. 

-Journal  of  the  I*rocincial  Congress,  “ Die  Marlis,  10  ho.,  A.M.,  May 

“14,177(5.” 

* Jmruttl  of  the  Provincial  Coijre*  *,  “Dio  Luna-,  3 ho.,  1\M.,  May  13 
“ 1770.” 

■*  Vide  pages  82,53,  ’J  1 , unto. 

10 


5 M.'nh':r9  of  a Committee  for  Westchester -county — Historical  Manuscripts, 
etc.:  ML*otlaneon&  Papers,  xxxviii., -399. 

® Journal  of  the.  Prorinciid  Oimjresj*,  “Die  Martis,  10  ho.,  A.M.,  May 
44  1 1.  1770.” 

* Journal  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  44  Die  Sebbati,  10  ho.,  A.M.,  May 
44 18,  1770.“ 

Lister,  Gloucester,  and  Cumberhiml-counties  wore  entirely  unrepre- 
sented ; instead  of  the  requisite  three,  only  Messrs.  Cuyler  and  Gk-nu 
appeared  from  Albany  county  ; instead  of  the  requisite  three , only 
Messrs.  I31.n  Uwell  and  Law renc  appeared  fV  >m  Quecns-con  nty  ; instead 


. 
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ing  any  recess,  until  tlie  thirtieth  of  .J nn«*.  when,  be- 
cause of  supposed  danger,  in  the  City  of  N.’ ■ w fi  uk, 
it  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  White  Plains,  on  the  fol- 
lowing Tuesday,  [July  2,  177 G] ;  *  1 hut  the  Journal* 
very  clearly  indicate  that  no  such  adjourned  meeting 
was  attempted — the  Deputies  had  more  important  , 
business  requiring  their  personal  attention;  and  the 
third  Congress  was  permitted  to  pass  away,  without  J 
further  ceremony. 

The  third  Provincial  Congress  was  distinguished  by  j 
the  entrance  into  it,  among  the  Deputies  from  the 
City  and  County  of  New  York,  of  John  Jay,  James 
Duane,  John  Alsop,  Philip  Livingston,  and  Francis 
Lewis,  notwithstanding  all  of  them  were,  also,  Dele- 
gates from  the  Colony  to  the  Continental  Congress, 
then  in  session,  in  Philadelphia ; and  because  three 
of  those  five  are  now  known  to  have  resisted  the  ear- 
lier movements  toward  Independence,  in  that  Con- 
gress,2 and  to  have,  also,  resisted  the  later  movements 
in  that  direction,  in  the  Provincial  Congress,  it  is  a 
reasonable  conclusion  that  the  hegira  of  those  three, 
if  not  that  of  the  whole  number,  had  been  made  for 
the  purpose  of  obstructing  the  adoption  of  that  in- 
creasingly popular  measure,  as  well  as  that  of  the  es- 
tablishment of  a new  form  of  government,  through 


of  the  requisite  three , only  Mr.  Schenck  appeared  from  Duchess-comity ; 
and  of  the  requisite  two  from  Orange-county,  only  51  r.  Little  appeared. 

1 Journal  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  ‘‘Sunday  morning,  June  JO, 

“ 1770.” 

3Vlr.  Dolton,  ( History  of  Westchester-couiify,  original  editiou,  ii.,  059  ; 
the  same,  second  edition,  ii.,  5G4,)said  of  the  imaginary  journey  of  the 
Deputies,  from  the  Cits  of  New  York  ro  the  "White  Plains,  between  the 
adjournment  of  the  Congress  and  the  day  on  which  it  was  to  be  re-as- 
sembled, ” The  journey  between  New  York  and  the  Plains  was  per- 
formed by  the  members  on  horseback,  Pierre  van  Cortlandt,  the  Presi- 
“ dent,  ridiug  at  their  head.  As  expresses  overtook  them  from  General 
“ Washington,  the  House  was  called  to  order,  on  horseback,  and  several 
“ Resolutions  passed.” 

As  h:w*  been  already  stated,  there  was  not  the  slightest  attempt  made 
to  keep  up  the  organization  of  the  Congress,  after  its  hurried  and  in- 
formal dissolution,  on  that  eventful  Sunday  ; that  there  was,  therefore, 
no  such  funereal  procession  as  Mr.  Bolton  has  described,  nor  any  such 
official  acts,  on  horseback  or  on  foot,  os  he  ha-'  imagined  ; and  that  there  j 
was  no  such  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  at  the  White  Plains,  ; 
on  Tuesday,  the  second  of  July,  as  he  has  left  his  readers  to  suppose. 

As  Mr.  Bolton  has  not  named  any  authority  for  his  statement,  although  I 
he  was  not  the  first  to  print  ir,  he  must  be  regarded  as  author;. dlv  , 
responsible  for  if  ; and,  therefore,  it  may  be  proper  to  say,  further,  that  ; 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt  was  not  the  President  of  the  < -r.gresc,  nor  h i 
be  been  such,  at  any  time,  General  Wood  hull  having  Icon  cl  rtcl  its  1 
President,  and  John  liaring,  of  Orungc-eounfy,  occupied  the  Chair,  as  j 
President  pro  tern.,  on  the  last  day  of  its  session.  In  the  same  contW'J  ion, 
it  may  bo  said  that,  although  Colonel  Pierr  • Y.m  Cortlandt  was  elected 
as  one  of  the  Deputies  from  Westchester-county  to  the  third  Provincial  , 
Co u gross v that  under  notice,  he  never  occupied  a seat  in  it,  even  for  a I 
single  day. 

-The  Resolution  of  July  2,  1779,  separating  the  Colonics  from  tho  Mother  . 
Country,  was  not  the  earliest  declaration  of  Independence,  in  the  (Y»lo-  I 
nies,  by  any  means.  Tho  correspondence  of  John  Adams  is  well  filled  1 
with  evidcucc  of  his  correct  judgment  of  the  real  character  of  the  earlier 
enactments  of  the  Continental  Congress;  hut  the  Resolution  which  was 
introduced  into  that  Congress,  early  in  May,  177*1,  and  adapted  on  the 
tenth  of  that  month,  a:\il  the  Preamble  to  that  Resolution,  which  was  ' 
adopted  on  tho  fifteenth,  .recommending  the  adoption  • f new  forms  of  I 
Government,  in  the  -bo verul  Colonies,  was,  assure. ily,  nothing  else  than 
a Resolution  of  Independence,  thinly  disguised  by  tlw*  prefix  of  another 
name. 


the  Provincial  C' ingress  ot'  New  York,  at  least  Eng 
enough  to  enable  the  Royal  Commissioners  for  efieet- 
ing  a reconciliation  with  the  Colonies,  who  were  then 
approaching  New  York,  to  exhibit  their  powers  ami 
their  inclinations,  in  that  better  desired  measure. 
Ilotv  successfully  the  scheme,  was  carried  out,  in  the 
latter  body,  will  be  seen,  hereafter. 

* * * * * 

The  deputation  from  Westchester-county  to  that 
third  Provincial  Congress,  said  to  have  been  “ duly 
“ elected  to  represent  the  said  County  in  Provincial 
“ Congress  for  twelve  months,  with  such  powers  and 
“authority  as  was  recommended  in  the  Resolutions 
“of  the  late  Provincial  Congress  to  be  given  them, 
“any  three  of  whom  to  be  a quorum,”  were  Colonel 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Colonel  Lewis  Graham,  Colo- 
| nel  Gilbert  JJrake,  Major  Ebenezer  Lockwood,  Gouv- 
erneur  Morris,  William  Paulding,  Jonathan  G.Tomp- 
! kins,  Samuel  Haviland,  and  Peter  Fleming.3 

During  the  less  than  two  months  which  intervened 
between  the  organization  and  the  untimely  dissolution 
of  that  third  Provincial  Congress,  [J lay  18  t«  June  30, 
1770,]  the  Northern  Army  was  effectually  driven 
from  Canada;  and  all  which  had  been  promised  and 

hoped  for,  in  that  very  well  planned,  but  premature 
and  expensive,  expedition,  produced  nothing  else 
than  disappointment  and  disaster,  the  latter  as  serious 
to  those  of  the  resident  Canadians  who  had  favored 
the  invading  Colonists,  as  it  was  to  the  latter.  In 
• South  Carolina,  the  superior  bravery  of  Colonel 
Moultrie  and  his  handful  of  Carolinians,  even  when 
hampered  by  the  superior  authority  but  inferior  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  General  Lee,  had  secured  lasting 
honor  to  himself  and  to  his  gallant  command  and  re- 
j newed  safety  to  his  own  country ; and  “ though  not 
! “of  much  magnitude,  in  itself,  it  was,  like  many 

i “other  successes  attending  the  American  Arms,  in 
I 

“ the  commencement  of  the  War,  of  great  importance 
“in  its  consequences:  by  impressing  ou  the  Colonists 
“a  convietiou  of  their  ability  to  maintain  the  con- 
“ test,  it  increased  the  number  of  those  who  resolved 
“to  resisl  Pritisli  authority  and  assisted  in  paving 
“the  way  to  a declaration  of  Independence.”  The 
Continental  Congress  had  yiikied  to  the  teachings  of 
its  experience,  and  directed  enlistments  to  be  made 
for  three  years,  instead  of  for  six  months;  but  “that 
“zeal  fur  the  servirtj  which  was  manifested  in  the 
“ first  moments  of  the  War,  had  long  begun  to  abate; 
“and  hough  the  determination  to  resist  became  more 
“general,  that  enthusiasm  which  prompts  individuals, 
“voluntarily,  to  expose  themselves  to  more  than 
“ equal  shares  ot  the  danger  and  hardships  to  be  en- 
countered for  the  attainment  of  a common  good 
“was  sensibly  declining” — in  other  words,  there 
were  more  of  those  who  wore  willing  that  somebody 

3 Journal  of  the  I*rovun:Lnl  Cuinjrens,  “ Dio  Ssibbati,  10  ho.,  A.M.,  May 
| “IS  1779.” 
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ei<e  than  themselves  should  do  whatever  righting 
might  become  necessary;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
those  who  were  expected  to  do  the  fatigue  duty  and 
to  hazard  their  lives,  had  begun  to  see  that  the  olticcs 
and  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  their  expected 
labor  and  exposure  were  to  be  converted  mainly  to 
the  benefit  of  others  ; and  their  enthusiasm  for  “ the 
“ Rights  of  Man  and  of  Englishmen,”  which  was 
formerly  proclaimed  bv  multitudes  of  earnest  men, 
with  scarcely  one  holding  back,  was,  also,  “sensibly 
“declining,”  as  Marshall  has  aptly  said — indeed,  en- 
listments were  made  only  among  those  who  were 
desperately  poor  or  among  those  whose  moral  charac- 
ters were  not  unstained;  and  even  these  had  to  be 
bribed  by  bounties,  that  certain  indication  that  some- 
thing else  than  simple,  unadulterated  patriotism  in- 
spired the  act.  General  Washington  was  at  New 
Y'ork,  with  the  main  body  of  the  Continental  Army, 
strengthening  the  defences  and  seeking  means  to 
prevent  the  passage  of  ships  of  war  up  the  Hudson- 
river  or,  through  the  East-river,  into  the  Sound  ; urg- 
ing the  increase  of  his  Army  on  those  who  did  no 
more  than  call  on  others,  as  unwilling  as  themselves, 
to  enter  the  ranks  ; and  begging  for  Arms  and  muni- 
tions of  War,  of  which  he  was  almost  destitute,  from 
those  who  had  neither  Arms  nor  munitions  of  War 
to  bestow  on  him  nor  on  any  other.  A large  body  of 
Militia,  as  will  be  seen,  hereafter,  was  ordered  into 
the  field,  for  the  support  of  the  Army,  to  be  mustered 
in  until  the  close  of  the  year;  a “Flying  Camp,”  so 
called,  was  ordered  to  be  composed  of  ten  thousand 
men  from  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  Maryland; 
and,  on  every  hand,  were  seen  the  active  prepara- 
tions, by  an  unwilling  and  bounty-bought  or  poverty- 
driven  Army,  to  settle  the , dispute  in  which  it  pos- 
sessed no  direct,  if  any,  interest,  by  the  arbitrament 
of  Arms. 

During  that  brief  period,  also,  the  movements  of 
some  of  those  who  had  assumed  to  be  the  leaders  of 
the  masses,  throughout  the  several  Colonies,  were 
more  frequent  and  more  decided  in  their  tone,  in 
favor  of  Independence— movements,  however,  both 
within  and  without  the  Congress  of  the  Continent, 
and  more  especially  from  the  Delegations  from  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and 
Maryland,  which  encountered  the  most  determined 
and  vigilant  opposition.  It  were  useless  to  pretend, 
with  any  respect  for  the  truth,  that  the  great  body  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Colonies  was  favorably  inclined 
to  or  particularly  interested  in,  a change  in  those 
who  ruled  them  or  in  the  manner  of  that  rule,  since 
it  was  perfectly  evident  that  they  would  not  be  per-  j 
mitted  to  exorcise  any  greater  political  authority  nor  ! 
to  have  their  labors  lessened  nor  their  wants  better  | 
supplied,  under  one  than  under  the  other  form  of 
Government;  or,  in  New  York,  under  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Livingston  regime  instead  of  that  of  the 
Do  Lancey,  under  the  last  of  which  they  had  hitherto 
lived  ; but  the  loaders  of  the  Rebellion,  elsewhere 


than  in  New  York,  seeing  before  them  a semblance 
of  greater  consequence  to  themselves,  in  the  proposi- 
tion for  Independence,  were  rapidly  concentrating 
their  efforts  to  accomplish  that  end.  The  desire  for 
such  a change  was,  also,  sometimes  promoted  by  the 
consciousness,  among  those  whose  consciences  had 
not  become  charred  by  their  hankering  for  offices,  of 
that  evident  hypocrisy  in  pretending  to  an  earnest 
loyalty  toward  a monarch  against  whom  they  were 
waging  an  open  and  recognized  public  War,  with 
which  the  Committees  and  the  Congresses  of  the  Re- 
bellion had  continued  to  affront  the  common  sense 
and  the  morality  of  Christendom  ; and  that  moral  in- 
clination to  Independence,  and  those  other  inclina- 
tions, in  the  same  direction,  which  were  prompted  by 
less  holy  influences,  were  all  strengthened  by  the 
alarm  which  was  produced  by  information  that  the 
Colonies  had  been  formally  declared  to  be  in  rebel- 
lion; that  mercenaries  had  been  employed  to  assist 
in  reducing  them  to  subjection,  in  which  all  classes 
would  be  subjected  to  a common  ruin — a repetition, 
on  a larger  scale,  but  on  the  other  side,  of  what  had 
been  done,  already,  by  the  leaders  of  the  Rebellion, 
in  New'  Y’ork,  against  the  peaceful,  agricultural 
inhabitants  of  Westchester  and  Duchess  and  Queens 
and  Richmond-counties ; that  the  Indians  were  to 
be  employed  by  the  Home-Government,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  harassing  the  frontiers  and  threatening  the 
inland  settlements  and  villages;  and  that  the  Slaves 
were  to  be  withdrawn  from  their  masters,  as  far  as 
possible,  and  armed  in  the  service  of  the  King.  All 
these  influences  had  culminated  in  the  submission  to 
the  Continental  Congress  of  a Resolution,  “That 
“these  United  Colonies  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be, 
“ free  and  independent  States,  that  they  are  absolved 
“ from  all  allegiance  to  the  British  Crow'n,  and  that 
“ all  political  connection  between  them  and  the  State 
“ of  Great  Britain  is,  and  ought  to  be,  totally  dis- 
solved. That  it  is  expedient  forthwith  to  take  the 
“most  effectual  measures  for  forming  foreign  Al- 
“ liances.  That  a plan  of  Confederation  be  prepared 
“ and  transmitted  to  the  respective  Colonies  for  their 
“ consideration  and  approbation.”  It  encountered, 
i how  ever,  the  most  serious  opposition,  among  which 
the  Livingstons  and  their  supporters,  Delegates 
from  New  Y’ork,  were  peculiarly  conspicuous  ; and, 
when  the  third  Provincial  Congress  came  to  its  un- 
timely end,  it  was  still  pending,  that  Delegation,  as 
far  as  the  paucity  of  its  numbers  went,  appearing 
conspicuously  among  those  who  were  not  its  sup- 
porters. 

While  these  various  important  matters  were  oc- 
cupying the  attention  of  the  Colonists,  General  Howe 
came  into  the  harbor  of  New  Y'ork,  and  occupied 
Staten-island  wdth  his  entire  command;  and  the 
inhabitants  of  Richinond-county,  as  that  beautiful 
island  was  then  called,  politically,  and  as  it  is  still 
called,  as  might  have  been  reasonably  expected, 
since  they  wore  still  smarting  under  the  sen- 
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tence  of  outlawry  and  the  consequent  outrair  w to 
which  they  had  been  recently  subjected  by  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  and  its  Committee  of  Safety, 
received  the  new-comers,  it  is  said,  “ with  great  de- 
“ monstrations  of  joy,  took  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  to 
“ the  British  Crown  ; and  embodied  themselves,  under 
“ the  authority  of  the”  [ Colonial']  “Governor,  Tryon, 

M for  the  defense  of  the  Island.  Strong  assurances  were 
“ also  received  from  Long  Island  and  the  neighboring  [ 
•‘parts  of  New  Jersey,  of  the  favorable  disposition  of  | 
•‘  the  people  to  the  Royal  Cause,”  it  was  said ; and 
those  who  had  been  harried  from  their  homes,  and 
who  had  sought  refuge  in  the  swamps  and  thickets  of 
the  country,  victims  of  the  rapine  and  outrages  of 
lawless  and  ruthless  “ patriots,”  their  own  country- 
men, quite  reasonably,  hastened  to  seek  the  protection 
of  those  by  whom,  under  a more  judicious  policy, 
they  would  be  enabled  to  occupy  their  own  homes 
and  to  pursue  the  ordinary  routine  of  their  peaceful 
lives,  in  quietude  and  safety.  A large  and  well-pro- 
vided force,  for  the  reinforcement  of  General  Ilowe’s 
command,  was  known  to  be  on  the  ocean  and  not  \ 
distant,  convoyed  by  a strong  naval  force,  under  the  j 
command  of  Admiral  Howe — the  latter  a brother  of 
the  .General  and,  with  -him,  a half  brother  of  the 
King — and  it  was  already  known  that,  thenceforth, 
New  York  would  be  the  base  of  all  the  military  and 
naval  operations,  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  in  the  next 
campaign. 

On  the  day  after  the  King’s  forces  came  into  the  j 
harbor,  [ June  30,  1770,]  after  it  had  provided  for  the  j 
removal  “ of  aU  and  singular  the  public  papers  and 
“money”  which  were  then  in  the  possession  of  its 
Secretary  and  its  Treasurer,  to  the  White  Plains,  the 
Provincial  Congress  was  hastily  adjourned  to  that 
place,  as  has  been  already  stated,  in  order  that  it 
might  escape  from  the  possibly  sudden  attack  on  the 
City,  by  the  Royal  forces — an  attack  by  them,  on  the 
seat  of  the  local  Government  of  the  Rebellion  in  the 
Colony  of  New  York,  and  that  at  an  early  day,  having 
evidently  been  a feature  in  the  pre-construct ed  plans 
of  General  Howe.  The  anxious  Provincial  Congress 
resolved,  however,  that  it  would  re-nssemble  at  the 
Court-house,  at  the  White  Plains,  on  the  following 

1 

Tuesday,  the  second  of  July,  to  resume  its  oflivial 
business,  which  was  thus  interrupted  by  the  appear- 
ance, in  the  distance,  of  danger ; and  it  resolved,  also, 
that  the  next  Provincial  Congress  should  meet  at 
the  same  place,  on  the  succeeding  Monday,  the  eighth 
of  July. 

In  the  brief  Session  which  was  thus  interrupted, 
and  which  w.as  not  continued,  at  the  White  Plains  or 
elsewhere,  the  third  Provincial  Congress  continued 
the  injudicious  and  unjust,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
barbarous,  outrages  inflicted  on  those'  who  were  not 
inclined  to  accede  to  e very  measure  of  the  Congresses 
and  Committees,  no  matter  how  passive  those  ! 
Colonial  Non-jurors  of  America  might  have  been  ; i 
and  those  pains  and  penalties  were  indicted,  directly,  1 


by  its  own  authority;'  and  indirectly,  by  the  several 
local  Committees;2  the  Congress,  meanwhile,  ac- 
quiescing in,  if  not  approving,  the  most  barbarous 
treatment  of  it- prisoners  ; 3 winking  at  the  barbarities 
practised  bv  mobs,  on  those  whom  it  had  proscribed  ; ‘ 

1 J.mrnul  of  th, • l‘r« I io.-i.it  Comjrns,  “ Di?  Murtfs,  P.M.,  Jin/  28,  1770 

(h,  • Pin  9 ho.,  A. SI..  Stay  30,  1770  ; " tin.  *n»w,  “ I>i-  Start;*, 

“blu/.,  A.St..  June  4,  1770;"  tht  mime,  ‘‘Dio  Jon's,  9 ho.,  A. 31.,  June 
“6.  1776  ; " etc. 

2 ofth*  I\orinruil  Coujr ***,  “Die  Luna.*,  4 bo.,  P.M.,  June  3, 
“1770;”  th*  Mi  i ii*,  “Die  Jovis,  9 ho.,  A.M.,  Juno  6,  1776;“  th*.  mine, 
“ Th  urn*  lay  morning,  June  20,  1776  ;”  the  mm*,  “Friday  afternoon, 
“June  21,  1776  etc. 

Henry  Dawkins,  uccu**h1  of  counterfeiting,  wad  ironed  so  heavily, 
irUhiu  th*  that  In*  wit i$  reported  to  have  been  “ injured  by  hi.-*  irons 

“no  that  his  legs  swell  ; “ mid  Henry  Youngs,  accused  of  the  same  f- 
f nse,  also  confined  in  the  Jail,  wad  do  much  injured  by  the  irons  with 
which  he  was  additionally  s»*cured,  that  it  became  necessary  to  remove 
them.  I Journal  of  the  I*roi  inciul  Congress,  “Friday  morning,  9 ho.,  AM., 
“June,  1776;”  th*  mine,  “ Tuesday  morniug,  New  York,  June  11, 
“ 1776.”) 

* About  the  middle  of  June,  1776,  mobs  were  raised  by  John  Lasher, 
John  and  Joshua  Hett  Smith,  Peter  Van  Zandt.  and  other  leaders  of  the 
extreme  revolutionary  faction,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  by  whom  sev- 
eral citizens  who  were  of  the  Opposition,  but  not  of  the  Rebellion,  were 
seized  by  those  revolutionary  “patriots,”  who  placed  them  on  “sharp 
“rails,”  and  carried  them  on  men's  shoulders,  around  the  City,  amidst  the 
huzzas  of  the  mob.  The  progress  of  one  of  these  parties  was  said  to  h ive 
been  stopped  by  General  Putnam  ; but  not  until  the  victim  had  sustained 
serious  injuries,  (Jones’s  History  of  Sew  York  during  the  Hecolntionary  Mar, 
i.,  101-103;  tie  Lancey's  Xote*  on  Jones’s  History,  i.,  590-598.) 

Peter  Kiting,  a brother-in-law  of  Richard  Varick,  wrote  of  these  trans- 
actions, “ We  had  some  Grand  Tuory  Rides  in  this  City  this  week  £ in  par- 
“ ticular  yesterday.  Several  of  them  were  liancield  verry  Roughly  Being 
“Caried  tnigh  the  streets  on  Rails,  there  Clooths  tore  from  there  backs 
“and  there  Bodies  pritty  well  mi ugled  with  the  dust.  Amongst  them 

“ were  C , C’apt.  Hardenbrook,  Mr.  Rapllje,  Mr.  Queen  the  Poticary, 

“and  Lesbly  the  barber.  There  is  hardly  a toory  face  to  be  seen  this 
“morning.”  {Peter  Effing  to  Captain  Ilichard  Varick , “New  York,  13th 
“June,  1776.”) 

On  the  twelfth  of  June,  in  the  afternoon,  Generals  Putnamand  Mifflin, 
who  bad  evidently  witnessed  the  outrages  to  which  Kiting  alluded, 
“complained  to  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  riotous  and  disorderly 
“ conduct  of  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  City,  which  had  led  this 
“ day  to  acts  of  violence?  towards  some  disaffected  persons;"  but  what 
had  shocked  Israel  Putnam,  by  reason  of  its  barbarism,  even  while  the 
“complaint”  of  those  two  Officers  urged  the  Congress  to  condemn  the 
offenders,  one  of  whom  was  then  occupying  a seat  in  the  Congress,  that 
body  winked  at,  ami,  at  the  same  time,  it  screened  the  offenders,  ai.-T 
qualified  the  o dense — its  words  were  these  : “ Rr.soi.vEn  ; That  this  Cod- 
“ press  by  no  means  approve  of  the  riots  that  have  happened  this  day  ; 
“they  flatter  themselves,  however,  that  they  have  proceeded  from  areal 
“regard  to  Liberty  and  a detestation  of  those  persons  who,  by  their 

“ language  and hid  have  discov<  red  them  elv  - be  inimical  to 

“ the  cause  of  America.  To  urge  tin*  warm  friends  of  Liberty  t,>  •!— 
“ coney  and  good  order,  this  Congress  assures  the  public  that  effectual 
“ measures  shall  be  taken  to  secure  the  enemies  of  American  Liberty  in 
“ this  Colony,  and  do  require  the  good  people  of  this  City  and  Colony  t » 
“desist  from  all  Riots,  and  leave  the  offenders  against  so  pool  a cause  to  bo 
“ dealt  with  by  the  constitutional  representatives  of  the  Colony  the 
subsequently  infamous  “Committee  to  detect  Conspiracies,”  then  in  em- 
bryo, having  been,  undoubtedly,  th  * “constitutional  ” agency  referred 
to,  {Journal  of  the  Pnriucial  Congress,  “Wednesday  afternoon,  June  12, 
“ 1776.") 

It  .has  been  said,  ajologeticallv,  that  the  Congress  was  intimidated  ; 
and  that  the  mob  was  the  controlling  power ; but  the  overwhelming  mil- 
itary force  which  was  then  in  the  City,  with  General  Washington  at  its 
h«-a  1,  indicated  no  such  state  of  affair-  ; and  it  if  undoubtedly  true  that 
that  series  of  Mobs,  directed  by  leaders  of  the  Rebellion — one  of  whom, 
if  no  more,  was  a member  of  the  Provincial  Congress — against  those  of 
the  Colo nista  who  were  not  of  tlie  Rehellion,  was  intended  to  civ*  to  the 
new-formed  “Committee  to  detect  Conspiracies,”  Milwiequenlly  so  ob- 
noxious to  every  honorable  man,  a good  set-off  in  its  w..ik  of  |>ers*cutit  n 
and  ullage. 
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and  compelling  the  latter  to  seek  safety  in  flight.'  It  j 
assumed  judicial  functions,  in  putting  some  of  its 
victims  on  “ trial,”  before  itself  or  a Committee  of  its  i 
members;* 2 3  sometimes  it  graciously  absolved  those  j 
whom  it  had  seized  on  mere  “ informations ’ and,  | 
occasionally,  it  honored  a victim  of  a local  Com-  | 
mittee,  by  listening  to  an  Appeal  from  the  decision 
of  that  inferior  tribunal,4  although  it  was  not  always 
exempt  from  an  appearance,  at  least,  of  partiality  to 
the  Respondent  in  the  Case.5 *  In  the  same  connection, 
it  called  into  existence  and  inaugurated  the“C<nn- 
“ mittee  to  detect  Conspiracies,”  t hat  powerful  in- 
quisitorial agency  of  the  Rebellion,  in  New  York, 
whose  doings  will  be  noticed  more  fully,  hereafter. 
******** 
Those  who  had  beet)  hoist  with  their  own  petard, 
in  becoming  the  speculative  holders  of  Dutch  Tea, 
which  they  had  smuggled  into  the  Colony,  and  which 
they  could  not,  now,  dispose  of,  unless  on  terms  and 
at  prices  which  would  have  been  disastrous  to  them, 
pestered  the  Provincial  Congress  with  appeals  for 
relief  from  the  enactments  of  their  own  friends  ; and 
some  of  them — one  of  them  a member  of  the  preced- 
ing Provincial  Congresses,  aud  another  a Delegate 
of  the’Colony  in  the  Continental  Congress — were 
charged  with  violating  those  enactments,  in  their 

‘The  Continental  Congress  having  authorized  the  employment  of  Con- 
tinental troops  for  Mich  a purpose,  a Ibgiment  was  sent  to  Hampstead, 
for  the  puri>ose  of  seizing  those  who  were  disaffected  to  the  .Rebellion. 
The  proposed  victims  having  been  disarmed,  by  order  of  the  Provincial 
Congress,  during  the  Vinter  of  ITTo-’C,  they  had  no  means  for  their  de- 
fense, and,  therefore,  they  fled  and  hid  themselves  in  swamps,  in  woods, 
in  barns,  in  hollow  trees,  in  corn-fields,  and  in  the  marshes.  Numbers 
took  refuge  in  the  pine  barrens  of  Suffolk-county ; others,  in  small  boats, 
kept  sailing  about  the  Sound,  landing  in  the  night  ami  sleeping  in  the 
woods,  and  taking  to  ihe  water  again  in  the  morning.  They  were  pur- 
sued like  wolves  and  bears,  from  swamp  to  swamp,  from  one  hill  to 
another,  from  dale  to  dale,  and  from  one  copse  of  wood  to  another. 
Numbers  were  taken  ; some  were  wounded  ; and  a few  were  killed — all 
that,  too,  on  a peaceful,  unarmed,  passive  community;  unable  to  de- 
fend itself,  because  it  had  been  stripped  of  its  arms;  in  advance  of  any 
adverse  movement ; aud  only  to  promote  the  individual  purposes  of  u 
handful  of  ambitious  and  reckless  men  : all  that,  too,  in  the  name  of 
“ Liberty  ” ami  the  “ Rights  of  Man.”  (Journal of  Ihe  l*rocin<ial  Congress, 
“Sunday  afternoon,  June  3U,  1770  General  Washington  t<>  the  l\e<ideut 
of  Congress,  “New  York,  June  28, 1770  ; ’’  “ Jones’s  History  of  Xeic  York 
< hiring  the  IieV'Juth.nnry  Wot.  i.,  108,  109.) 

2 Journal  of  the  Pneeinvi.-d  Congress,  “He  Inline, 9 ho.,  A.M.,  May  27, 

“ 1770  ; " the  *a  “ Tuesday  m- -ruing,  New  Y >rk,  June  1 i,  1770  ; ” etc. 

3 J’he  I*rorincinl  Congress  to  the  Committee  of  Qacens-cnuntg,  “ Is  Pinv 
“vlvial  Conor  ess,  Nf.w-York,  A. 31.,  Juno  11,  1770  Jouml  of  the 
Provinrial  Congress,  “ Thursday  morning,  June  27,  1770;”  the  tame, 

“ Die  Mercurii,  9 ho.,  A. 31.,  June  1770.” 

4 Journal  of  the  I"r  or  inrial  Congress,  “Saturday.  P.M.,  June  1,  1770  ;” 
the  same,  “ Die  Martip,  9 ho.,  A.M.,  June  1,  1776  the  same,  “ Die  Mer- 

“ curii,  9 ho.,  A.  >1.,  June  5,  1770  ;”  the  same,  “ Die  Jovis,  9 ho.,  A M., 
“June  6,  1770  ;”  the  same,  “ Die  Lun.e,  9 bo.,  A. 31.,  Juno  10,  1770.” 

f'  In  the  Appeal  of  Thomas  Harriot  from  the  decision  of  t lit-  General 
Committee  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York,  the  latter  of  whom  nos, 
also,  very  evidently  the  O/Mplninqnt  in  the  original  Cate,  on  the  sixth  of  June, 

the  Provincial  Congress,  without  any  application  from  either  party,  volun- 
tarily offered  to  give  its  aid  to  the  Resjiondent,  “ for  the  attendance  of 
“ their  witnesses/’ leaving  the  Appellant  without  any  such  favor.  As 

might  have  l»een  foreseen,- in  such  an  instance  of  pre-entertained  par- 
tiality in  the  Appellate  body,  the  decision  which  the  General  Committee 

had  made  in  its  own  Cosu,  was  sustained  by  the  Provincial  Congress  ; 
and  the  Appeal  therefrom,  of  Tin  amts  Harriot,  was  promptly  di<mifv>ed. 


efforts  to  -‘  work  oft--’  some  portion!)  of  their  stocks  of 
the  article:  but,  of  course,  in  such  instances  as  Isaac 
Sears  and  John  Alsnp,  the  olfenders  sustained  no  evil 
consequences  from  the  exposure  of  their  commercial 
peccadillos." 

There  were  other  subjects,  of  greater  general  in- 
terest than  these,  which  received  the  hurried  atten- 
tion of  that  very  busy  body  of  men  ; and  to  some  of 
these,  places  in  this  narrative  may  properly  be 
given. 

The  first  of  these  is  that  “Committee  to  detect 
“Conspiracies,”  already  alluded  to,  which  originated 
in  that  much  talked-of  “ Hickey  Plot,”— the  latter,  a 
partisan  bugbear  which,  before  long,  will  descend  to 
the  low  level  of  “ the  Negro  Plot,”  in  the  same  City 
of  New  Y’ork,  in  which  the  conspiracy  against  the 
helpless  victims  was  greater  than  any  which  had  pos- 
sibly existed  among  them,  against  others ; or  to  the' 
lower  level  of  that  “Witchcraft”  excitement,  in 
Salem,  led  by  clerical  narrowness  and  bigotry,  which 
! had  brought  so  much  shame  on  the  Mathers  and  on 
Colonial  Massachusetts. 

Sometime  between  Monday  morning  and  Tuesday 
afternoon,  [May  20,  21,  1776,] — as  no  entry  of  its  ap- 
pointment was  made  on  the  Journals  of  the  Provincial 
Ponrjres-i,  nothing  is  known  concerning  the  time  nor 
the  circumstances  of  the  appointment, "Unless  from  in- 
ference7—that  body  appointed  a Committee  “to  con- 
“sider  of  the  ways  and  means  to  prevent  the  dangers 
“to  which  this  Colony  is  exposed  by  its  intestine 
“enemies.”  Beyond  the  single  fact  that  John  Alsop, 
one  of  the  most  determined  enemies  of  Independence 
and  subsequently  a recognized  Loyalist,8  was  a mem- 
ber, if  not  the  Chairman,  of  that  Committee,  there  is 
no  record  of  the  names  of  those  who  constituted  it; 
and,  beyond  the  information  which  was  contained  in 
its  title,  there  is  quite  as  much  obscurity  surrounding 
the  purposes  for  which  it  was  created. 

On  Tuesday  afternoon,  (May  21, 1776.]  as  we  have 
said,  Mr.  Alsop  submitted  the  Report  of  the  Commit- 
tee ;9  and  it  was  duly  debated,  with  several  motions 
for  amendments,  until  the  following  Friday,  [J/<ty 


* Journal  of  the  Pronn  i l Congnss,  “Die  3f<wcnrii,  9 ho,  A.  31.,  3Iay 
“29,  1 776  the  soar- , 44  Friday  Aft-  moon,  June  14,  1771'.” 

See,  also,  the  Provincial  Con/fre**  to  the  lb-legate*  in  the  Omimmfsil  C*oi- 
gress,  “In  Provincial  (’  a'iikhs.  Nf.w  York,  July  28,  1778.”  aud  the 
44  really  anxious”  re.ptg  of  J *wes  imaue,  John  Alsop , John  Jog,  h'Jicrt  P. 
Livingston,  Junior,  and  Francis  Lem's,  “ Pm  i.a  PF.rpui  v,  20tli  Sept.  1776;” 
G’  ln  ral  Washington  t • the  Thr>>rineinl  Congress,  “ NhW-YoUK,13  3IftV,  1776,” 
enclosing  a le  ter  from  Isaac  S-ars.  concerning  those  who  were  under- 
soiling  their  feu3  ; and  what  shall  be,  hereafter,  said  on  the  subject. 

• John  Alsop  did  not  take  his  seat  in  the  Provincial  Congress  until 
3lundav  morning,  May  'doth  ; hut  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  May  2Isf,  he 
pre<ent*ed  the  Report  of  the  Committee  to  the  Congress.  The  Com- 
mittee, of  which  he  was  evidently  the  Chairman,  must  have  been  created 
during  that  brief  int-  rval. 

# See  his  letter,  resigning  his  seat  in  the  Continental  Congress,  be- 
cause of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  **  Purt.Anr.LPiiiA,  16  July. 
44  1776,”  and  Jones's  Jfidory  <f  .V  »»•  York  during  the  Amtrirun  Il»  c Inthai, 
i.,  35. 

2 Journal  of  the  l*rorincial  (.  • ujre*s,  41  Die  Martis,  4 ho.,  P.M.,  31ay  21, 
•*  1776.” 
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24,  1770,]  when  it  was  approved,  nut,  however,  with- 
out several  very  important  omissions,  if  the  record  of' 
the  approved  Report  may  be  relied  on.1  In  its  j 
amended  form,  the  Report  was  in  the  following  words : 

“ Your  Committee  do  report:  That  there  is  great 
“reason  to  believe  that  the  enemies  of  American  Lib- 
“ erty  have  a general  communication  with  each  other 
“through  this  and  part  of  the  neighbouring  Colonies, 
“by  reason  whereof  the  influence  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment is  much  extended  and  the  minds  of  the 
“ people  poisoned  by  false  reports  and  suggestions. 

“ That  many  ill-disposed  people  have  lately  resorted 
“unto,  and  a great  number  dwell  in,  the  southern  and 
“ eastern  parts  of  Queens-county ; that  there  are  also 
“several  ill-disposed  persons  in  the  City  and  County 
“of  New  York,  and  in  Kings  County,  and  in  sundry 
“ other  parts  of  this  Colony,  many  of  whom  will  most 
“ probably  take  up  arms  on  the  part  of  our  foes,  when- 
“ ever  they  shall  see  a prospect  of  success. 

“ That  from  the  various  reports  and  the  best  intel- 
“ ligence  which  can  he  obtained  from  Europe,  as  also 
“ from  the  positive  assertions  of  the  disaffected  through- 
out this  and  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  and  from 
“ such  of  their  measures  as  have  come  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  your  Committee,.. there  is  no  room  to  doubt 
“that  a large  hostile  armament  will  soon  arrive  in 
“ this  Colony. 

“That  the  greater  part  of  those  who  now  hold  Of- 
“ fees  and  Commissions  under  the  Crown,  and  many 
“others  who  are  generally  reputed  inimical  to  Amer- 
ican Liberty,  will  be  liable  to  suffer  injuries  from 
“the  resentment  of  the  people,2  and  the  Colony  in 
“ general  exposed  to  great  danger  from  the  active  ex- 
“ ertions  of  those  among  us  who  are  determined  to 
“assist  in  the  subjection  of  America. 

“ Your  Committee  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that, 
“ as  well  out  of  regard  to  the  safety  of  individuals  as 
“for  the  general  welfare  of  America,  it  is  highly  and 
“ indispensably  necessary  to  take  speedy  and  effectual 
“measures  to  prevent  the  hostile  intentions  of  our 
“ foes,  to  stop  the  channels  of  intelligence  and  com- 
“ munication  among  the  disaffected,  and  to  quell  the 
“spirit  of  opposition  which  hath  hitherto  prevailed. 


1 On  Tuesday  afternoon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  .Sarnl<,  Ri-’  - u c'!  o.rinty 
vm  ordered  t>  be  named  aa  one  winch  was  especially  proscribed  ; and  on 
motion  of  John  Morin  Scott,  an  oath  of  Home  kind  was  ordered  to  be 
“extended  to  all  such  as  refused  to  sijjn  the  Association',"  to  which  only 
Gouverneur  Morris,  to  his  honor  b«*  it  said,  objected.  On  Wednesday 
morning,  an  attempt  to  authorize  the  seizure  and  detention  of  residents 
of  Queens-county,  as  hostages,  to  secure  the  submission  of  those  who 
were  left  within  that  County,  was  rejected,  only  Westchester  and  Tryon- 
counties  havinc  supported  the  proposition.  “ Sundry  other  amendments 
‘‘having  been  made  therein,”  an  attempt  to  commit  th“  mutilated  paper 
to  its  parent  Committee,  to  re-model  it,  was  rejected.  It  is  evident,  from 
the  final  entry  on  the  subject,  that  other  important  changes  had  be  t» 
made  during  a session  of  the  Congress,  on  Thursday  evening ; but  the 
Journal  of  that  Session  makes  no  mention  <>f  any  action  on  that 
subject:  and  on  Friday  morning,  the  amended  Rej»ort,  from  which  many 
peculiarly  obnoxious  features  had  been  removed,  was  adopted. 

2 The  connection  of  the  Mobs,  in  the  City  of  2\ew-Yorfc,  already  referred 
to,  with  the  purposes  of  the  authors  of  this  enactment,  is  distinctly  t-*en, 

in  these  words. 


“ Your  Committee  do  propose  that,  for  these  pur- 
“ poses,  the  following  persona  be  apprehended  by  the 
“ assistance  of  the  Continental  troops,  now  stationed 
“in  and  near  this  City,  to  wit, 

[ The  it, nn e*  mere  not  entered  on  the  Journal*.'] 

“ That  a Committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
“ Couiinandor-in-chiet,  now  here,  upon  the  subject  of 
“ apprehending  the  persons  above-named,  and  to  su- 
“perintend  the  taking  of  them.  That  upon  and  after 
“ the  apprehension  of  the  said  persons,  such  of  them  as 
“shall  give  good  and  sufficient  security,  on  oath,  and 
“otherwise,  as  the  said  Committee  shall  think  proper, 
“that  they  will  not  he  concerned  in  any  measures 
“ taken  or  to  he  taken  against  the  U nited  American 
“ Colonies,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  and  that  they 
“ will  discover  all  measures  taken  or  to  be  taken 
“ against  the  said  Colonies,  or  any  or  either  of  them, 
“as  far  as  the  same  shall  come  to  their  knowledge,  re- 
spectively be  permitted  to  go  at  large;  and  that  as 
“ to  such  persons  as  shall  refuse  such  security,  it  shall 
“he  in  the  discretion  of  the  said  Committee  to  admit 
“on  their  parol  of  honour,  to  be  given  to  the  said 
“ Committee  or  to  the  Continental  Congress,  as  many 
“of  the  said  persons  as  may,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
“ said  Committee,  safely  be  trusted  on  their  said 
“parol,  to  reside  in  some  part  of  oDe  of  the  neigh- 
bouring Colonies,  such  as  shall  be  chosen  by  the 
“ said  respective  persons,  and  approved  by  the  said 
“Committee;  and  that  all  such  persons  as,  in  the 
“opinion  of  the  said  Committee,  cannot  safely  be 
“trusted  on  their  said  parol,  or  if  to  be  trusted  shall 
“refuse  to  give  such  parol,  shall  be  reported  to  this 
“ Congress,  to  be  severally  dealt  with,  as  this  Congress 
“ shall  think  proper. 

“ That  it  be  recommended  to  all  the  General  County 
“ Committees,  in  the  several  Counties  in  this  Colony, 
“to  apprehend  all  persons  holding  Military  Commis- 
sions under  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  also  all 
“such  persons  holding  Civil  Offices  under  the  said 
“ King,  or,  being  possessed  of  influence  in  their  re- 
spective Counties,  as  are  suspected  of  holding  prin- 
ciples inimical  to  the  said  United  Colonies;  and 
“ alter  they  shall  have  apprehended,  to  deal  v ith  them 
“in  such  manner  as  is  prescribed  for  the  conduct  of 
“the  Committee  above  named. 

“ All  which  is,  nevertheless,  most  humbly  sub- 
“ mined. 

“ Jonx  Alsop,  Chairman."  3 

When  that  Report  was  presented,  read,  and  ap- 
proved, there  were,  throughout  Westchester-county, 
the  entire  body  of  officers  of  the  Colonial  Militia,  in- 
cluding some  of  the  members  of  the  Van  Cortlandt 
and  other  leading  families;  the  entire  number  of  the 
King’s  Justices  of  the  Peace.;  the  entire  bodies  of  the 
Court  of  Sessions  and  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  at  the 
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h,  ;nl  of  t lie  last-named  of  which  was  John  Thomas,  I 
wh<>  is  already  known  to  the  render  as,  also,  one  of  ! 
the  members  of  the  former  General  Assembly  and  as 
the  head  of  that  prolific  family  of  office-holders  bear- 
ing that  Welsh  surname;  and  the  entire  body  of 
County  Officers,  including  those  of  the  Prerogative  j 
Court,  the  Sheriff,  the  County  Clerk,  etc.  All  these,  ! 
together  with  those  who  were  especially  obnoxious  ; 
and  all  those  whose  social  standing  did  not  warrant 
the  admission  of  them  into  the  tirst  class,  were  to  be 
apprehended — the  more  prominent  by  detachments  of 
the  Continental  Army,  the  less  prominent  by  the 
County  Committee— and  “dealt  with,”  after  a “man-  [ 
“nor”  which  was  “ prescribed  for  the  conduct”  of 
those  under  whose  directions  the  several  “ apprehen- 
sions” should  be  made.  No  overt  act  was  charged 
against  any  one:  it  was  sufficient  that  “suspicions” 
were  entertained  by  some  one  in  revolutionary  author- 
ity, that  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  County,  no 
matter  whom,  was  “holding  principles  inimical  to  the 
“said  United  Colonies,”  whatever  those  “principles” 
might  have  been;  and  the  unfortunate  victim,  for 
nothing  else  than  his  opinions’  sake,  was  liable  to  be 
exiled  or  subjected  to  any  other  penalty,  personal  or 
pecuniary  or  both,  as  his  captors,  unrestrained  by  any 
Statute  or  any  enactment  of  the  revolutionary  author- 
ities, should  incline  to  impose  on  him.  It  is  not 
stated  in  the  annals  of  that  period,  however,  that 
either  Major  Philip  Van  Cortlandt  or  Judge  John 
Thomas  or  any  other  of  those  officeholders  under  the 
Crown  who  were  also  officeholders  or  supporters  of 
the  Revolutionary  party,  sustained  any  injury  from 
the  provisions  of  that  enactment. 

Although  there  is  no  entry  on  the  Journal  of  the 
Provincial  Congress  which  makes  mention  of  the  ere-  j 
ation  of  such  a Committee,  it  is  very  evident  the  Com- 
mittee was  appointed,  with  instructions  “to  report  a 
“Law  or  ‘set  of  Resolutions  of  this  Congress,  to 
“ ‘ prevent  the  dangers  to  which  this  Colony  is  ex- 
“ ‘ posed  by  its  internal  enemies,’  ” since,  on  the 
twenty-eighth  of  May,  such  a Committee  made  a 
Report  to  the  Congress,  through  John  Morin  Scott, 
who  was  probably  its  Chairman.  It  is  not  shown 
what  that  Report  provided  for  ; but  Richmond-county  j 
voted  against  it,1  which  may  afford  some  evidence  of  j 
the  character  of  the  paper,  since  that  County  and  j 
Queens-eounty  were  always  the  especial  objects  of  the 
resentment  of  those  who  were  in  rebellion,  a feeling, 
as  far  as  Richmond-county  was  concerned,  which 
was  amply  reciprocated  within  the  succeeding  six 
weeks. 

The  work  of  proscription  did  not  cease  with  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Congress  which  has  been  already  referred 
to.  On  the  fifth  of  June,  in  the  unexplained  words  of 
the  Journal  of  that  body,  “ the  Congress  proceeded  to 
“ hear  the  Resolutions  relative  to  persons  dangerous 


1 Jt'Unml  oj  the  Vrvrinrial  Con/jiv**,  Die  Marti*,  9 liO.,  A M , May  2$, 
•*1776.” 


“and  disaffected  to  the  American  cause  and  to  per- 
“sons  of  equivocal  character.”  There  is  not  the 
slightest  allusion  to  the  origin  of  the  Resolutions ; but 
it  is  very  probable  they  proceeded  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  which  John  Morin  Scott  was  the  mouthpiece,  to 
whom  allusion  has  been  made  in  the  preceding  para- 
graph ; and,  possibly,  they  may  be  the  Report  therein 
referred  to.  Notwithstanding  the  great  length  of  these 
Resolutions,  the  notice  which  was  taken  of  Westches- 
ter-eounty  and  of  Westchester-county  interests,  in 
their  several  provisions,  render  it  necessary  that  they 
shall  find  a place  in  this  narrative.  They  were  in 
these  words ; 

“ Whereas  the  Continental  Congress,  by  their  Re- 
“ solve  of  the  sixth  day  of  October  last,  did  recom- 
“mend  to  the  several  Provincial  Assemblies,  and 
“Conventions,  and  Councils  or  Committees  of  Safety, 
“ to  arrest  and  secure  every  person  in  their  respective 
“Colonies,  whose  going  at  large  might,  in  their  opiu- 
“ion,  endanger  the  safety  of  the  Colony  or  the  lib- 
“ erties  of  America : 

“ An'D  "whereas,  from  sundry  informations  and 
“evidences  exhibited  to  this  Congress,  it  appears 
“ that  the  enemies  of  American  Liberty,  in  this  and 
“the  neighbouring  Colonies,  have  a general  com- 
“munication  with  each  other,  by  reason  whereof 
“the  influence  of  the  British  Ministry,  however 
“feeble,  is,  in  some  measure,  sustained,  and  the 
“minds  of  the  people  frequently  alarmed  and  poi- 
“soned  by  false  reports  and  misrepresentations,  pur- 
posely framed  and  propagated  with  design  to  pro- 
“ mote  the  views  and  machinations  of  the  enemies  of 
“ America. 

“And  whereas  certain  persons  in  Queens-eounty, 
“ Kings-couuty,  the  City  and  County  of  New  York, 
“Richmond-county,  and  Westchester-county  have 
“ been  represented  to  this  Congress  as  disaffected  to 
“the  American  cause,  and,  together  with  others  in 
“various  parts  of  this  Colony  who,  having  little  or  no 
“ property  in  it,  or  regard  for  its  Rights,  may  be  in- 
“ Alien ced,  by  the  hope  of  plunder  and  confiscation, 
“to  take  an  active  part  with  our  enemies,  whenever 
“ it  may,  in  their  opinions,  be  done  with  success: 

“ And  whereas,  from  various  reports  and  the  best 
“ intelligence  which  could  be  obtained  from  Europe, 
“as  well  as  from  the  positive  assertions  of  the  dis- 
affected throughout  this  and  the  neighbouring  Col- 
“ onies,  there  is  great  reason  to  expect  that  an  hostile 

armament  will  soon  arrive  in  this  Colony,  whereby 
“ it  hath  become  highly  expedient  and  necessary  to 
“ provide  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  while 
“ employed  in  repelling  a foreign  invasion,  be  not 
“ injured  or  annoyed  by  domestic  enemies : 

“ Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  following  per- 
“ sons  in  Queens-countv,  the  City  and  County  of  New 
“ York,  and  Richmond-county,  whose  conduct  lias 
“ been  represented  to  this  Congress  as  inimical  to  the 
“Cause  and  Rights  of  America,  and  who,  if  slim- 
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“ moned,  would  probably  not  appear,  but  sr.-rete  j 
“ themselves,  be  arrested  and  brought  before  ;i  Com- 
“ niittee  of  this  Congress,  hereinafter  nominated  and 
“ appointed,  to  wit : 

“ In  Queens-rounty. — Richd.  Hulett,  Thos.  Cor- 
“ nell,  Stephen  Hulet,  Jos.  Beagle,  of  Roekawav ; j 
“ John  Kendall,  at  Danl.  Thomas’s,  Flushing;  John 

“ Bodin,  Chase,  of  Jamaica;  John  Hulet,  of  I 

“ Oyster  Bay  ; and  Isaac  Denton,  of  near  Roekawav. 

“ In  the  City  and  County  of  New-  York. — Peter  Me- 
“ Lean,  Sami.  Galsworthy,  Francis  De  La  Roach.1 

“ In  Richmond- county. — Isaac  Decker,  Abm.  Harris, 

“ Ephm.  Taylor,  and  Minne  Burger. 

“ And  that  the  following  persons,  in  the  Counties 
“ aforesaid,  and  in  the  County  of  Westchester  and 
“ Kings-county,  whose  conduct  has  been  represented 
“ to  this  Congress  as  equally  inimical  with  that  of  l 
“ the  former,  but  who  would  probably  appear  on  be-  j 
“ ing  summoned,  be  summoned  by  the  said  Committee  J 
“ to  appear  before  them,  at  such  time  and  place  as 
“ they  may  appoint ; and,  ia  default  of  appearance, 

“ on  proof  of  the  service  of  the  summons,  that  they 
“ be  arrested  in  like  manner  as  the  former,  to  wit: 

[ In  the  City  and  County  of  New-York,~\  “ Win.  I 
“ JsTewton,  Linus  King, .John  B.  Dash,  Henry  Law, 

“ Theop.  Hardenbrnok,  Sami.  Burling,  John  Woods, 

“ Benjn.  Williams,  Christopher  Benson,  Wm.  Bayard, 

“ Fredk.  Rhinelander,  Jas.  Coggeshall,  John  Mil- 
“ liner,  and  Theot.  Bache. 

“ In  Kings-county.  — Theo.  Bache  and  Benjamin 
“ James. 


“In  Queens- county. — Chas.  Arden,  John  Moore' 
“ Senr.,  and  David  Beatty,  of  Hempstead. 

“In  West  Chester -county.  — Fredk.  Phillips,  Caleb 
“ Morgan,  Nath.  Underhill,  Sami.  Merrit,  Peter  Corne, 
“ Peter  Huggeford,  James  Horton,  Junr.,  Win.  Sutton, 
“ Wm.' Barker,  Joshua  Purdy,  and  Absalom  Gidney. 

“ Which  said  Committee  are  hereby  authorized  and 
“ required  impartially  to  inquire  and  determine 
“ whether  any,  and  which,  of  the  said  persons  have 
“ afforded  aid  or  sustenance  to  the  British  Fleets  or 
“ Armies,  contrary  to  the  Resolutions  of  the  Conti- 
“ rental  Congress  or  of  the  Provincial  Congress  or 
“ Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony,  or  been  active 
“ in  dissuading  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony 
“ from  associating  for  the  defence  of  the  United  Col- 
“ouics,  against  the  unjust  claims  and  hostile  attacks 
“ of  the  British  Parliament;  decried  the  value  of  the 


1 As  an  illustration  of  the  manner  in  which  people  wore  tnwretly  put 
into  danger,  ut  that  time,  tho  following  instance,  relating  to  these  three 
men  is  presented : 

“An  information,  signed  by  Aaron  Stockholm.  Samuel  Prince,  John 
“ Bogert,  ami  Thomas  Gardner,  referred  to  this  Congress  by  the  General 
“Committee  of  the  City  of  New-York,  charging  Peter  31<t'bun,  Samuel 
“Galsworthy,  Francis  lielaroach,  and  a young  man,  in  military  cloth- 
“ing,  of  their  acquaintance,  with  uttering  sentiments  highly  inimical 
“and  dungerous  to  the  cause  of  America,  was  read  and  filed. 

“OanKRKD,  That  tho  names  be  added  fo  tho  list  of  dangerous,  disif- 
“ footed  per»oU3,  to  bo  apprehended,”  (Journal  of  t'u>  /’  • >riuri>l  t 
“l)ie  Jo  vis,  D ho.,  A. 31.,  May  3U,  1770.”) 


“ Contimr.’.al  money,  and  endeavoured  to  previ-nt  its 
“ currencv,  contrary  to  the  Resolutions  of  tin-  Coiiti- 
“ nental  Congress  or  Provincial  Congress  or  Com- 
“ •niittee  of  Safety  of  this  Ctdony  ; or  been  concerned 

or  actually  engaged  in  any  schemes  to  defeat,  retard, 
“ or  oppose  the  measures  now  pursuing  by  the  United 
“ Colonies,  for  their  defence  against  the  tyrannical 
“ and  cruel  attacks  of  the  British  NI inistry  or  their 
“ allies,  adherents,  or  agents. 

“ That  all  such  of  the  said  persons  as  shall  he 
“ found  by  the  said  Committee  to  be  innocent  of  the 
“ said  offences  he  immediately  discharged  ; and  that  a 
“ Certificate  of  such  acquittal  and  of  the  true  light 
“ in  which  they  may  respectively  appear  to  the  said 
“ Committee,  under  the  hands  of  the  said  Committee, 
“ lie  given  to  them,  the  said  several  persons  so  acquit- 
“ ted  ; and  that  they  also  report  to  this  Congress,  the 
“ names  of  the  persons  so  acquitted,  that  the  same 
“ may  be  entered  on  their  Journals  and  published,  to 
“ the  end  that  the  reputation  of  such  innocent  persons 
“ may  not  suffer  or  be  injured  by  their  having  been  so 
“ arrested.  Provided,  nevertheless,  that  if  the 
“ said  persons  so  to  be  acquitted  should  appear  in  a 
‘■’suspicious  light  to  the  said  Committee,  that  the  said 
“Committee  proceed  against  them,  in  the  manner 
“ hereinafter  prescribed  for  their  conduct  against 
“ persons  of  a suspicious  and  equivocal  character. 

“ And  with  respect  to  all  such  of  the  said  persous 
“ as  the  Committee  shall  find  guilty  of  all  or  any  of 
“ the  said  offences,  the  said  Committee  are  hereby 
“ authorized  and  required  to  commit  to  safe  custody, 
“ all  such  of  them  whose  going  at  large  would,  iu 
“ their  opinion,  endanger  the  safety  of  the  Colony  or 
“ the  Liberties  of  America;  and  that  they  discharge 
“ the  remainder  of  them,  on  their  giving  Bond,  with 
“good  security,  to  the  President  of  the  Provincial 
“ Congress,  for  the  time  being,  by  name,  to  cease  and 
“ forbear  all  opposition  to  the  Ri  solutions  and  meas- 
“ ures  ol  the  Continental  Congress  or  Provincial  Con- 
“ gress  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony,  for  the 
“ defence  of  the  United  Colonies  against  the  unjust 
“ claims  and  hostile  operations  of  the  British  Minis- 
“ try  to  enforce  them. 

“ And  in  case  it  should  appear  to  the  said  Comm.it- 
“ tec,  inexpedient  that  any  ot  thes-.-.id  persons  should 
“ continue  to  dwell  at  his  usual  place  of  residence, 
“that,  then,  they  do  assign  to  such  person  or  persons 
“another  place  of  residence,  in  this  or  one  of  the 
“ neighbouring  Colonies,  and  take  his  or  their  parole, 
“ or  word  of  honour,  or,  if  they  should  not  be  deemed 
“sufficient,  other  security,  to  abide  there  and  not 
“ leave  it,  without  license  from  tins  ora  future  Cou- 
“gress;  and,  in  caseol  refusal  to  give  such  paroleand 
“security,  to  commit  him  or  them  to  safe  custody. 

“And  whereas  it  may  happen  that  the  said 
“Committee  may  be  informed -id  other  dangerous 
“ persons,  not  herein  named,  whom  it  would  he  ex- 
“ pedieut  and  necessary  to  summon  or  apprehend  : 

“Resolved,  That  the  -aid  Committee  be  and  the'. 
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!|.  re  by  arc  mithurized  ami  r* •< | n T rf«l  to  cause  sm-h 
: i r-oiis  to  be  summoned  ,.r  .,|  j rchended,  as  t li< ■ y 
limy  think  proper,  and  to  proceed  against  them,  in 
■•[lie  same  manner  as  is  herein  hethro  directed,  with 
•*  respect  to  the  persons  herein  particularly  mentioned. 

“ And  whereas  employing  detachments  of  the 
•'  Militia  of  this  Colony,  in  arresting  the  said  persons, 

•'  will  not  only  be  expensive,  hut  the  assembling  ol 
"them  may  alarm  the  suspicions  of  the  said  persons 
"and  their  adherents,  anti,  thereby,  tend  to  defeat 
"the  design  of  these  Resolutions;  and  as  the  Con-  | 
“tinental  troops  quartered  in  and  near  the  said  three  i 
" Counties  of  New-York,  Queens,  and  Richmond,  may 
"be  employ.  d in  the  said  business,  with  little  trouble 
“ to  themselves  and  with  greater  prospect  of  success: 
“Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  said  Committee 
“ be  and  they  hereby  are  authorized  to  confer  with 
■■  the  Cumniander-iu-Chiof  of  the  said  troops,  and  to 
“ request  of  him  such  detachments  of  them  as  may  be 
“necessary  for  the  purpose  aforesaid;  and  that  he 
“give  orders  that  the  said  detachments,  while  so  ern- 
“ ployed,  be  under  the  direction  of  the  said  Committee 
“or  of  discreet  persons  to  be  by  them  appointed. 

“ Provided,  NEVERTHELESS,  That  the  said  Com- 
“ mittee  are  hereby  empowered  to  employ  such  de- 
“ tachments  of  the  Militia  as  they  may  think  exped- 
“ ieut  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

“And  whereas  there  may  be,  and  doubtless  are, 

“ in  other  Counties  of  this  Colony,  divers  dangerous 
“persons  at  present  unknown  to  this  Congress: 

“ Resolved,  That  it  be  re, commended  to  the  Corn- 
“ mittees  of  all  Counties  in  this  Colony,  to  be  vigilant, 
and  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours,  from  time  to 
“time,  to  discover  and  summon  or  apprehend  them, 
“in  like  manner  as  herein  before  described  with 
“respect  to  the  persons  hereby  ordered  to  be  arrested, 
“and  to  report  their  proceedings  therein  to  the  Cou- 
“gress  of  this  Colony  for  the  time  being. 

"And  whereas  it  may  often  happen  that  the 
“ Committees  of  Towns  and  other  dist  ricts  in  a County 
“ may  discover  many  dangerous  persons  whom  it  would 
“be  proper,  immediately,  to  secure,  in  which  ease  an 
“application  to  the  County  Committee  would  not  only 
“be  attended  with  great  delay,  but  would  also  aflbrd 
“such  dangerous  persons  an  opportunity  to  escape: 

" Resolved,  the  re  lore,  That  the  said Cominit- 
“ tees  of  the  diU'crent  Towns  and  Districts  in  the 
“several  Counties  in  this  Colony  be  and  they  hereby 
“are  authorized. and  required  to  cause  all  persons 
“whom  they  may  esteem  dangerous  and  disaffected  to  I 
“appear  before  them,  either  by  arrest  or  summons,  as 
“ the  said  Committees,  in  their  discretion,  mav  think 
proper,  and  take  Irom  the  said  persons  respectively, 
“good  and  sullieieut  security  to 'appear  before  the 
Ccneral  Committee  of  the  County,  at  such  time  and 
place  as  they  shall  order  him  to  attend,  anil,  then 
“and  there,  to  answer  such  matters  as  shall,  before 
“ the  said  < iencral  Committee,  be  alleged  against  him  ; 
“and,  on  refusal  to  give  such  security,  to  commit  to 


' “ safe  custody  the  said  person  or  persons  so  refusing, 
" until  the  next  meeting  of  the  said  General  Com- 
“ mittee,  with  whom  the  accusation  against  the  said 
“ dangerous  and  disaffected  person  or  persons  ought, 

| “ forthwith,  to  be  lodged  by  the  Committee  of  the 
“Town  or  District  by  whom  they  may  be  apprehended, 
“ summoned,  or  committed,  as  aforesaid. 

“And  whereas  there  is,  in  this  Colony,  divers 
“persons  who,  by  reason  of  their  holding Ollices  from 
“the  King  of  Great  Britain,  from  their  having  neg- 
lected or  refused  to  associate  with  their  fellow  citi- 
“ zens,  for  the  defence  of  their  common  Rights,  from 
“ their  having  never  manifested,  by  their  conduct,  a 
“zeal  for  and  attachment  to  the  American  cause,  or 
“ from  their  having  maintained  an  equivocal  ueutral- 
“ity,  have  been  considered  by  their  countrymen  in  a 
“ suspicious  light,  whereby  it  hath  become  necessary, 
“as  well  for  the  safety  as  for  the  satisfaction  of  the 
“ people,  who,  in  times  so  dangerous  and  critical,  are 
“naturally  led  to  consider  those  as  their  enemies  who 
“ withhold  from  them  their  aid  and  influence  : 

“ Resolved,  That  the  following  persons,  who  are 
“generally  supposed  to  come  under  the  above  descrip- 
tion, to  wit: 

“In  the  City  and  County  of  New- York. — Oliver  Dc 
“ Laneey,  Chas.  W.  Apthorpe,  William  Smith,  John 
“Harris  Cruger,  Jus.  Jauneey,  Junr.,  Wm.  Axtell, 
“ Goldsbrow  Banyar,  Geo.  Brewerton,  Chas.  Nicoll, 
“Gerard  Walton,  Duuahl  McLean,  Chas.  MeEvers, 
“Benjn.  llugget,  Win.  M-Adam,  John  Cruger,  Ja- 
“cob  Walton,  Robert  Bayard,  Peter  Graham,  Peter 
“Van  Sohuaek,  Andrew  Elliot,  L)avid  Mathews,  John 
“ Watts,  J unr.,  and  Thomas  Jones. 

“ In  Kinys-antnty. — Augustus  Van  Cortlandt  and 
“ John  Rapalje. 

“In  Rick  mo  i ul- co  it  nty.  — Benjamin  Seaman  and 
“Christopher  Billop. 

“ In  Quims-coun/y. — Gabriel  Ludlow,  Sami.  Mar- 
“ tin,  Thus.  Jones,1 * 3  Archil.  Hamilton,  David  C'olden, 
“ Richd.  Colilcn,  Geo.  D.  Ludlow,  \\  hitehead  Hicks, 
“ Sami.  Clowes,  Geo.  Folliot,  Sami.  Doughty,  Daul. 
“ Kissam,  Gilbt.  Van  Wyck,  John  Willett,  David 
“ Brooks,  Charles  Hicks,  John  Townsend,  John  Pol- 
“ henuis,  Benjn.  W hitehead,  Thomas  Smith,  John 
“Shoals,  Nath!.  Moore,  Sami,  llallett,  Wm.  W’cy- 
' man,  Thus.  Hicks,  at  Rockauay,  Benjamin  Lester. 

“ In  1 1 'cnlehentcr-Mnmfy.  * — Solomon  Lowlcr"  and 
“ Richard  Morris.4 


1 Thomas  Jones,  ono  of  tlic  Associate  Jiidgptj  of  1 1 1 1-  Supremo  Court  of 
the  Colony,  was  ihe  author  of  that  exeutvliii.^ly  valuable  I list  >ri/  of  A*  ie 
York  tlnriny  lh>  ftt'vlvlinutn'i}  I Fur,  to  whieh  so  many  ivlVrem  e.s  arc 
mailt*,  in  tins  narrative,  llis  wif«,  Aum*,  wa.*.  tin.*  third  daughter  of 
t 'lihf-justice  .m*l  Jjioutcnant-'jrovwrnor  .lain*  •*>  ]*••  Lain  ry,  which  was 
largely  tin*  ground  of  his  ulleiice  before  tin*  leaders  of  tin*  Krhellion. 

-Thu  smallness  of  the  list  of  tin:  pr«  ribed  in  W. ■*lr|n*>ler-cnnnty 
may,  probably,  l*c  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  Judg"  Thomas,  and 
Major  N an  Cortlaiidt,  ami  tin.*  creator  number  of  tin*  ( 'oloitiul  nflice- 
ln>ld**rs,  in  that  C*  unity,  wore  masque  fa*  ling,  locally,  with  the  revolu- 
tionary party. 

3 Solomon  Fowler  appears  to  have  been  of  Fastchester. 

4 Kiclmrd  M orris  was  the  Judge  of  the  Colonial  Court  of  Admiralty 
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“ And  also  all  'in  li  other  persons  of  the  like  ehar- 
“ aetcr  as  the  said  Committee  may  think  proper  to  he 
“ summunod  by  the  said  Committee,  to  appear  before 
“ them,  at  such  time  and  place  as  they  shall  appoint, 
“ then  and  there  to  show  cause,  if  any  they  have, 
“ why  they  should  be  considered  as  friends  to  the 
“ American  cause,  and  as  of  the  number  of  those  who 
“ are  ready  to  risk  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  defence 
“ of  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  America,  against  the 
“ usurpation,  unjust  claims,  and  cruel  oppressions  of 
“ the  British  Parliament,  which  Rights  and  Liberties 
“ and  which  unjust  claims  and  cruel  oppressions  are 
“ specified  and  stated  in  divers  A<hln I'r/itiuns, 
“ and  Resolutions  of  tin  present  and  late  Continental 
“ Congress,  and,  in  default  of  appearanee,  the  said 
“ Committee,  on  proof  made  of  the  service  of  the 
“ said  Summons,  are  authorized  and  directed  to  cause 
“ them  to  be  arrested  and  brought  before  them,  by 
“ Warrant,  under  their  hands,  directed  to  any  Militia 
“ Ollieer  in  this  Colony,  who  is  hereby  directed  to  ex- 
“ eeute  the  same. 

“ And  if,  on  the  appearance  and  examination  of 
“ the  said  persons,  it  shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction 
“ of  the  said  Committee  that  they  or  any  of  them  are 
“ friends  to  the  American  cause,  that  such  of  them 
“ whom  they  shall  so  adjudge  to  be  friends,  be  forth- 
“ with  discharged,  and  a Certificate  thereof,  under 
“ the  hands  of  the  said  Committee,  given  them,  and 
“ their  names  forthwith  reported  to  this  Congress, 
“ to  the  end  that  the  same  may  be  entered  on  their 
“ Journals,  and  published,  and  justice  thereby  done 
“ to  their  characters  and  reputations.  And  it  is  fur- 
“ ther 

. “ Resolved,  That  all  such  of  the  said  persons  as 
“ the  said  Committee  shall  not  adjudge  and  deter- 
“ mine  to  be  friends  to  the  American  cause,  the  said 
“ Committee  be  and  they  hereby  are  required  to  treat 
“ and  dispose  of  in  the  following  manner,  to  w it : 


the  jurisdiction  of  which  extended  over  Connecticut,  New  York,  an«J 
New  Jersey.  His  father  had  occupied  the  place,  before  him  ; he  had  occu- 
pied it  since  August  2,  1702  ; and  ho  was,  also,  Clerk  of  the  Courts  of 
Nisi  I’rios  and  General  Jail  Delivery.  Ho  was  a brother  of  Lewis  Mor- 
ris, the  Delegate  in  the  Continental  Congress,  and  of  Stoats  Long 
Monid,  an  officer  in  the  Royal  Army,  and  husband  of  the  Dowager 
Duchess  of  Gordon;  and  CJouvernour  Morris  was  liis  halt-brother.  He 
was,  h1  ->.',tl  ••  gi  ar.df  tfhor  of  f ■ G G.  Murr*.%  of  1 o’dhitm  Heights. 

Although  he  was  c hissed,  in  these  R.  solutions,  among  those  who  occu- 
pied “an  equivocal  neutrality ’ - -ho  preferred  to  retain  his  hold  on  tho 
Royal  Treasury  as  long  as  iiossihle  ; nml  the  studio!  denun  -iation  of 
him,  in  these  Resolutions,  was  admirably  adapted  to  secure  tho  steady 
payment  of  his  Salary  and  Fees,  and  to  secure  the  family  estates,  in 
case  tho  Rebellion  should  ho  suppressed- — just  eight  weeks  after  tho 
presentation  of  this  Report,  he  was  appointed,  by  the  same  Provincial 
Congress  who  had  receive<l  and  adopted  this  fonnidaMo  series  of  Resolu- 
tions, to  the  Renchofthe  new-formed  revolutionary  Court  of  Admiralty  ; 
and,  three  years  subsequently,  when  John  Jay  ceased  to  be  Chief-justice 
of  the  new  £tate,  this  Richard  Morris  was  uppoiuted  to  succeed  him.  in 
that  honorable  and  intlueutiul  position.  He  held  the  latter  ortico  until 
September,  1790. 

Tho  controlling  power  among  the  revolutionary  elements,  in  the 
Colony  as  well  m in  the  new-formed  State,  was  n -t  sl«*w  to  reward  the 
Morris  family  with  offices  and  emoluments;  and  tin#  latter  was  equally 
watchful  of  its  own  interests,  in  accepting  whatever  was  o Herod. 


“That  such  of  them  ;li  may  ho  men  of  inflm  m a 

* the  neigh  him rhtiotl  ot  the  place  of  their  present  n.-i- 
1 deuce,  he  removed  to  such  place,  in  this  or  a iteigli- 
‘ bou ring  Colony,  as  will  deprive  them  of  an  oppor- 
‘ lunity  of  exerting  that  influence  to  the  prejudice  of 
‘ the  American  cause,  and  respectively  bound  by 
' their  parole  or  word  of  honour  or  other  security,  at 
‘ the  discretion  of  the  said  Committee,  neither  di- 
‘ reetlv  or  indirectly  to  oppose  or  contravene  the 
‘ measures  of  the  Continental  Congress  or  the  Cou- 
‘ gress  of  this  Colony,  and  to  abide  in  the  place  and 

* within  the  limits  so  to  be  assigned  them,  till  the 
‘ further  order  of  the  present  or  future  Provincial 
‘ Congress  or  Continental  Congress  ; and  in  ease  they. 

1 shall  refuse  to  give  such  parole  or  other  security,  to 
' commit  them  to  safe  custody. 

“And  as  to  such  of  the  said  persons  whose  removal, 

‘ in  the  judgment  of  the  said  Committee,  shall  not 
‘ appear  necessary,  that  the  said  Committee  do  cause 
‘ them  to  be  respectively  bound  with  such  security, 

■ by  parole  or  otherwise,  as  the  said  Committee  shall 
‘ deem  necessary,  neither  directly  or  indirectly  to 
‘oppose  or  contravene  the  measures  of  the  Conli- 
' nental  Congress  of  this  Colony.  I'novi  ded,  jjeveij- 

thelk.s.s,  that  the  said  Committee  shall  be  and  they 
‘ are  hereby  authorized,  in  case  they  shall,  on 
‘ inquiry,  find  any  or  either  of  the  said  persons  to  be 
‘ so  dangerous  as  that  they  ought  not  to  be  admitted 
‘ to  go  at  large,  to  order  such  of  them  to  be  kept  in 
‘ sale  custody. 

“ Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  and  the 
‘ County  Committees  keep  a just  record  of  all  their 
‘ proceedings,  in  pursuance  of  these  Resolutions, 

‘ and  report  the  same,  with  the  substance  of  the 
‘ evidence  offered  to  them,  for  and  against  the  several 
‘ persons  who  shall  be  by  them  apprehended,  sum- 
‘ moued,  tried,  and  examined  by  virtue  of  the  afore- 
‘ going  Resolutions ; and  that  they  have  power  to 
' send  for  witnesses  and  papers. 

“ Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  consist  of 
‘the  following  gentlemen,  to  wit:  Mr.  Morris,  Col. 

‘ Remsen,  Mr.  John  Ten  Brocck,  Mr.  Blaring,  Mr. 
‘Tredwell,  Col.  Lewis  Graham,  and  Mr.  Jlallett;1 
‘and  that  any  five  of  them  be  a quorum;  and  that 
‘before  they  enter  on  the  business  herein  before 
‘assigned  them,  they  and  also  all  such  of  the  County 
‘Committees  as  may  be  engaged  in  carrying  these 


1 Of  these,  Gouvcriieur  Morris  and  Lewis  Graham  wi  re  from  \W>t- 
chc^ter-county ; Henry  Remoon  ami  Joseph  llalletl  were  from  the  City 
and  County  of  New  York  ; John  Ten  Brocck  was  from  AlUmy-coiint)  , 
John  Iluring  was  from  < Mango-county  ; and  Thomas  Tie  dwell  won  from 
Suffolk.  Subsequently,  as  will  be  seen  hereafter,  Henry  Remsen  was 
excused  from  serving  on  the  (Committee  ; ami  John  Jav,  of  the  City  an  1 
County  of  New  York,  and  John  Sloss  Hobart,  of  Suffolk,  were  added  to 
it.  At  h still  later  date,  IMiilip  Llving'don,  of  the  City  and  County  of 
New  York,  wus  also  added  ; and  Leonard  Gansevoort,  ot  Albany-county, 
was  nubstitnted  for  John  Ten  Brocck.  After  the  Committee  had  become 
organized,  John  H iring  retired  from  it.  Tlmmas  Randall,  of  New  York, 
taking  his  place  A few  days  l**fore  the  Congress  was  disbanded,  Joseph 
llallett  left  the  Committee. 
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Resolutions  into  execution  severally  take  an  oatli, 

diligently,  impartially,  without  (ear,  favour,  affec- 
" cion , or  hope  of  rewartl,  to  execute  and  discharge 
“the  duties  imposed  on  tltem,  by  the  aforegoing 
“ Resolutions. 

“ Ki:soi,vei>,  That  the  said  Committee  appoint 
“such  persons  as  they  may  think  proper,  to  repair  to 
“the  said  Counties1  to  inquire  for  and  procure  the 
“ witnesses  against  the  persons  herein  directed  to  he 
“arrested  or  summoned  to  appear,  and  give  evidence 
“against  the  said  persons,  before  the  said  Committee; 

and  that  the  said  persons  he  paid  for  their  trouble  at 
“ the  rate  of  fifteen  shillings  for  each  day  they  shall 
“ respectively  he  employed  on  that  service  ; and  that 
“ the  witnesses  they  may  direct  to  attend,  as  afore- 
“ said,  be  paid  their  reasonable  expenses  for  travelling 
“ charges  and  subsistence,  to  he  certified  and  allowed 
“by  the  said  Committee;  which  Certificate  shall  he 
“a  Warrant  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  to  pay 
“the  persons  in  whose  favour  such  Certificate  shall 
“ he  given,  the  sum  or  sums  therein  allowed,  as  afore- 
said.” 2 3 * * * 

On  the  fourteenth*  and  fifteenth  of  June/  those 
who  were  members  of  the  Committee,  took  the  oath 
required  of  them;  on  the  last-named  day,  John 
McKesson,  who  was  one,  the  principal  one,  of  the 
Secretaries  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  was  made  the 
Secretary  of  the  Committee,  also ; a and,  with  a full 
retinue  of  Assistant-secretaries,  Messengers,  Door- 
keepers, and  other  Olliecrs/’  on  the  same  day,  Philip 
Livingston,  Joseph  Hallett,  John  Jay,  Thomas  Trecl- 
well,  Gouverneur  Morris,  Lewis  Graham,  and  Leon- 
ard Gausovoort — Livingston,  Jay,  and  Gansevoort 
having  been  meanwhile  added  to  the  Committee- — 


1 It  appears  from  tho  words  in  tlio  text,  tint  'Richmond,  Kings, 
Queens,  New  VorU,  and  Wcstchester-counties  were  till  which  were  to  be 
favored  with  the  attention  of  that  revolutionary  Inquisition;  and,  an  far  as 
the  proceedings  of  that  in  tan  urns  budy  have  been  permitted  to  be  ex- 
posed to  iho  scrutiny  ot  honest  and  earnest  inquirers,  no  evidence  ap- 
pears that  residents  of  other  Counties  were  subjected  to  itd  despotic 
practices. 

2 Journal  of  the  Provincial  Comjress,  ‘‘Die  Merourii,  0 ho.,  A. 31.,  June 
“5,  1770.” 

There  aro  intern  il  evidences,  in  the  two  papers,  that  the  Resolutions 
which  the  Prnv.uciul  Congress  hud  adopted,  on  tin*  twenty-fourth  of 
Ma\  (/id;/c  Hif.,  autr)  and  those  which  are  now  under  consideration, 
w«-re  written  by  the  same;  hand  ; and  then:  is  evidence  which  nmnot  be 
misunderstood,  that  th.it  hand  was  not  John  Jay’s,  as  some  h ive  sup 
posed,  hut  ihoivt-roein  Morn>  t>.  It  is  true  that  Doctor  .Sparks  made  no 
mention  of  the  subject,  in  his  Life  of  thmrernenr  Morris  — it  was  not  his 
purpose  to  expose  the  weakn*  s osand  l.he  w ron g-doings  of  his  aristocratic 
and  pretentious  subject,  but  to  magnify  tho  man  and  his  doin_>,  Kitii  to 
eulogize  tie  in — and  all  those  who  have  preceded  ii.-»  in  narrating  the 
events  of  that  period,  have,  also,  preferred  to  know  nothing  of  this  in 
famous  enactment  and  of  its  consequences  ; but  it  was  really  mulcted,  in 
New  York,  for  the  promotion  the  purposes  of  intended  i cmti. n ations  of 
individual  and  hunily  properties;  and,  unquestionably,  Gouverneur 
Morris  was  the  author  of  if,  and  one  of  the  master  spirits  in  the  execu- 
tion of  its  pro\  isiong. 
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being  present,  the  Committee  proceeded  to  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  which  had  been  laid  on  it.7 * 

This  secretly  acting,  inquisitorial  body,  of  which 
1 John  Jay  was  made  the  Chairman,  held  secret 
; scssionson  the  fifteenth,  nineteenth,  twentieth,  twentv- 
I first,  twenty-second,  twenty-third,  twenty-fourth, 

; twenty-fifth,  twenty-sixth,  twenty-seventh,  and 
j twenty-ninth  of  June/  beyond  which  period  we  do 
' not  propose,  at  this  time,  to  follow  it;  and  on  the 
following  day,  when  the  Provincial  Congress  itself 
was  disbanded  and  tied,  every  member  of  this  mighty 
Committee,  with  the  single  exception  of  Gouverneur 
Morris,  had,  also,  left  the  City.9  Besides  receiving  an 
anonymous  information  that  William  Sutton,  of  Ma- 
; maroneck,  had  been  heard  to  say  “ that,  in  case 
; “ Independency  was  declared  by  the  Continental  Con- 
“ gross,  there  were  three  Colonels  in  the  Service  who 
I “ would  join  the  Ministerial  Party  ; ” 10  and  the  issueof 
! Summonses  to  Frederic  Phil  ipse,  of  Yonkers,  Richard 
| Morris,  of  Scarsdale,  and  Samuel  Merritt,  of  the 
Manor  of  Cortlandt,  to  appear  and  answer  before  the 
Committee,  on  the  third  of  July;  the  issue  of  similar 
Summonses  to  Solomon  Fowler,  of  Eastchester, 
Nathaniel  Underhill,  of  Westchester,  and  James 
Horton,  Junior,  and  William  Sutton,  both  of  Mam  a - 
roneck,  to  appearand  answer,  on  the  fourth  of  July; 
the  issue  of  similar  Summonses  to  Peter  Corne  and 
Doctor  1‘etcr  Huggeford,  both  of  Westchester -county, 
to  appear  and  answer,  on  the  fifth  of  July;  and  the 
issueof  similar  Summonses  to  William  Barker,  Joshua 
Purdy,  and  Absalom  Gedney,  all  of  Westchestcr- 
county,  to  appear  and  answer,  on  the  sixth  of  July/1 
the  Committee  appears  to  have  done  nothing  which 
particularly  concerned  Westehester-county,  during 
the  period  now  under  consideration  ; and,  for  the 
present,  its  doings  are  dismissed.12  It  may  not  be 


7 Minute*  of  the  Committee  to  Detect  Couspiracu's,  “ Die  SAbbati,  12  ho., 

Juno  15,  1776.” 

3 The  Minutes  of  the  Committee , during  the  brief  period  which  elapsed 
between  the  date  of  its  organization  and  that  of  the  dissolution  ,>f  the 

Provincial  Congress — which,  also,  by  nil  parliamentary  and  statutory 
law,  dissolved  the  Committee  which  was  only  its  agent — are  scattered, 
in  various  places,  and  generally  in  manuscript,  and  unprinted.  Of  the 
Minutes  of  the  Meetings  referred  to  in  the  text — and,  iu  this  place,  we 
do  not  pr>q>oso  to  refer  tunny  of  subsequent  dates— carefully  i > vie  copies, 
from  the  scattered  originals,  have  boon  examined,  in  every  instance 

Jones's  II‘sfory  of  Xcio  V<>rk  (luriny  the  Revolutionary  II  or,  ii.t  *2* Mi. 

Uli  that  «I  ay,  Judge  Julius,  who  had  Ijeto  t.uun  on  • l before  the  i.'om- 
mitten  and  had  come  to  the  City  of  Now  York,  to  answer  the  Summons, 
found  only  Gotivennur  Morris  ; anti  by  the  latter,  he  was  paroled  and 
permitted  to  return  to  his  homo,  in  Queens  county. 

•"An  anonymous  Information,  forwarded  by  John  Thomas,  Junior, 
Chairman,  “ In  Committee  of  Safety,  White  Plains,  June  23,  1776,” 
among  the  pap*  ra  of  tho  Committee,  ot  the  same  day. 

••  J finutc*  oj  the  Committee  to  Detect  Conspiracies,  “ Thursday,  A.M., 
“ J une  27,  1776.” 

•-Those  who  are  interesttMl  in  the  methods  of  this  Committee,  t!>o 
subsequently  much  eulogized  Chief-justice  of  the  State  of  New  York 
and  Chief-justice  of  the  I nited  States  being  tin*  presiding  oflieer,  may 
9»rO  the  forms  of  its  Summon*  and  its  Parole,  in  Jones’s  History  • ,f  ,V  m 

York  dnriwj the  lln'otutumary  War,  ii.,  29.1,  296  ; the  forms  ««f  its  U'urran/.«, 
in  its  Minute*  of  June  19,  22,  and  21,  1776;  and  those  of  its  various 

Ilond *,  in  its  Minute*  of  Juno  21,  25,  26,  and  27,  1776. 

The  future  eulogists  of  John  Jay  and  Gouverneur  Moms  may  aJvun- 
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improper  for  ns  to  state,  however,  that,  thirteen  days 
after  its  sessions  were  interrupted,  in  i ii,. 
panic  which  was  produced  by  < ii.mera!  Howe’s 
arrival,  there  remained  twenty-seven  prisoners;  con- 
fined in  the  cells  in  the  (.'if y Hall,  and  fortv-three, 
including  the  Mayor  of  the  City,  in  those  of  the  new 
Jail.' 

It  would  appear  incredible  that  sueh  a relentless 
spirit  of  partisan  bitterness  could  have  been  enter- 
tained, at  such  a time,  in  such  a body  as  the  Provin- 
cial Congress  of  New  York;  hut.  the  records  of  the 
Congress  which  clearly  avowed  sueh  bitterness,  and 
those  of  the  Committee  which  it  created  for  the  pur- 
pose of  executing  its  malignant  enactment.-,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  unwritten  and  other  informal  testimony 
of  the  terrorism  which  w:is  at  mien  revived,  and  the 
renewed  activity,  in  persecution,  of  every  petty  Pre- 
cinct, District,  and  Town  Committee,  all  hear  ample 
testimony  to  the  fact  that  personal  animosities  and 
partisan  malignity  had  so  entirely  overwhelmed  the 
reason  and  the  judgment  and  the  humanity  of  the 
aristocratic  leaders  of  the  Rebellion,  in  their 
haughty  demands  for  uniformity  of  opinion  as  well 
as  of  practice,  in  religion  as  well  as  in  polities,2 * *  that 
not  even  the  near  approach  of  an  avowed  and  power- 
ful enemy  nor  the  severely  pressing  necessity  of  pre- 
paring to  receive  and  to  successfully  oppose  that  not 
distant  enemy  could  cheek  their  headlong  and  reckless 
work  of  arousing  those,  among  themselves,  victims  of 
their  former  oppression  and  plunder  and  outrage — 
many  of  whom,  nevertheless,  would  have  remained 
passive  spectators  of  the  struggle — and  of  forcing 
them,  in  retaliation  and  self  defence,  to  become  earn- 
est and  active,  if  not  desperate,  belligerents,  on  the 
side  and  in  support  of  the  Crown. 

As  portions  of  the  general  subject  of  proscription, 
mention  may  he  properly  made,  in  this  place,  of  two 


tugeously  read,  from  these  MinuU^  what  those  dirjtingui.-died  lawyers 
were  capable  of  doing,  judicially,  when  they  were  within  closed  and 
closely  guarded  doors;  wlmt  they,  then,  regarded  as  offciuvn  before  the 
law;  the  mot  hold  which  they  adopted,  in  their  in* jii i-si torirvl  process; 
and  what  their  judgments  wen*  and  what  penalties  tli  y inflicted.. 

\V i t h these  instances  of  the  capabilities  of  those  tsvo  men  before  us, 
we  have  been  tumbled  to  urul-rstand,  more  dearly  than  ever  before, 
dome  of  actions  of  the  Chief  Justice  and  of  the  Ambassador  which, 
previously,  had  needed  additional  explanation. 

1 Li  t >f  J\  is* tin ts  in  ill*'  ( ill/  If 'll.  ,\'ir  ) <>rl:,  July  12,  1770,  and  List  t’f 

JV  •on*')*  in  the  Sent  (Lull,  among  the  papers  of  the  Committee — 

Jh-t"  v , . fjds,  etc. : Mi  i on > l* ij  r<,  xxxiv.,  •l'.in. 

- It  will  be  renminlxjivd  that  the  itj.lui'nm  of  its  victims,  on  questions 

of  Law,  of  Legislation,  and  of  Political  Kconomy,  were  regarded  as 
matters  of  offence,  even  whore  no  >•<  / which  was  obnoxious  Imd 
been  charged  against  them  ; and  that,  for  fhone  <•/>/»//■■//',  only,  in  many 

instances,  those  victims  were  subjected  to  punishment.  It  will  he  re- 
membered. also,  that  the  h-ad*  rs  of  the  Jichellhm  UK*<uined  the  right  of 
determining  when  and  in  wlmt  manner  religious  services  should  la*  con- 
ducted by  the  Churches,  in  the  Colonies,  and  thus**  for  whom  Chun  lies 
and  individual**  should  and  should  not  offer  their  prayers  to  Almighty 
God.  I »i  Connecticut,  every  Kpi.-wopuliun  Chnr<  h,  except  oin*.  was 
closed,  N'cau-te  the  Clergy  would  m>t  Mihmit  to  the  requirements  con- 
cerning their  prayers  to  i**od  ; and  in  that  singh*  exception,  tin*  conr- 
age.ais  preacher  maintaimsl  his  relations  with  his  Master,  ludwith- 
standing  the  opposition  ; and  the  cowards  did  not  seriou-Oy  disturb  him. 


or  1 1 1 n ■<  * in<l. Hires  which  nr  PTi'l  'II  Westchoster- 
i limit v . 

Ir  ;ippr:ii\s  that  il  li.rl  n<'.  imrliii  practise  of  m-v- 

« ■ r: » 1 nf  the  local  ( *on 01 1 i 1 1 i'f t In >-< • in  Wrstrlu  sn  r- 

enunty,  in  some  instances,  haviter  hern  of  the  num- 
ber— of  sending  those  who  were  nlte-nsi ve  to  them, 
without  the  slightest  mithoritv,  revolutionary  or  eon- 
servative.  to  the  l*'orts  in  the  Highlands,  which  were 
then  garrisoned  with  Continental  troops,  “with  orders 
“to  the  commanding  < llliecrs  to  keep  them  at  hard 
“labor,  until  further  orders,’’  no  matter  what  the 
disability  of  the  victims  to  sustain  such  hardships 
may  have  been  —a  process  concerning  the  propriety  of 
which  even  ( h.nenil  l’litnam,  who  was  then  the  Officer 
in  command  of  tin*  Army,  in  the  absence  of  General 
Washington,  entertained  some  very  reasonable  and 
very  clearly  expressed  doubts;*  and  the  Provincial 
Congress,  in  cnnsei|uen<-e  of  those  doubts  and  of  other 
considerations  was  constrained  to  countermand  those 
portions  of  the  commitments  to  those  Forts,  which 
had  imposed  hard  labor  on  the  prisoners.'* 1 

Another  instance  of  that  spirit  of  persecution  was 
seen  in  the  movement  of  Egbert  Benson,  one  of  those 
who  were  controlled  more  by  their  haughty  and  ill- 
controlled  wills  than  by  any  enactment  of  Committee 
or  Congress  or  by  any  requirement  of  personal  or  po- 
litical integrity,  for  the  employment  of  a local  force, 
iii  the  service  and  pay  of  the  Colony,  for  the  purpose 
of  “ keeping  the  peace  and  order  and  to  suppress  the 
“ disaffected  in  Duchess-county.” 5 The  “requisi- 
“ tion,”  for  by  that  expressive  word  the  call  of  Benson 
was  then  known,  was  duly  referred  to  the  Deputations 
from  Duchess,  Westchester,  and  Ulster-counties,  for 
consideration  and  report — Gouverneur  Morris,  Samuel 
Haviland,  Jonathan  G.  Tompkins,  and  Lewis  Gra- 
ham, representing  Westchester-county  : 6 and,  on  the 
following  day,  that  Committee  recommended  the 
employment  of  one  hundred  men  in  Duchess-countv 
and  fifty  men  in  Westchester-county,  " the  said  men 
“ to  be  raised  in  the  said  Counties  respective! v,  and 
“confined  to  the  service  of  those  Counties,  and  to 
“continue  in  pay  until  the  first  day  of  November 
“next,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  this  or  a future 
“ Congress.'  : 

There  appears  to  have  been  a serious  opposition  to 
the  adoption  of  the  Report,  New  York  City  and  Coun- 
ty leading  in  the  opposition,  but  it  was,  nevertheless, 
adopted  •/  and,  two  days  afterwards,  [June  22,  177b,] 
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■ii't'-r  various  manipula’tions,  in  a second  Committee,1 
l,v  “one  of  the  Seen  i aries,”  and  l»y  the  Congress  it- 
„ |f,1  the  subject  was  <li.- j of,  in  a series  of  Reso-  i 
lotions,  which,  it  is  said,  “ were  unanimously  ap- 
• proved  of.” 

As  that  entire  subject  relates  to  the  local  history  ot 
Westchcster-comity,  at  that  period,  and  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a military  police  force,  in  tli  it  County, 
evidently  for  the  more  effectual  prosecution  of  the 
proposed  operations  of  the  recently  created  “ Com- 
“ niittce  to  detect  Conspiracies”  among  the  peaceable 
conservative  residents  of  that  County — as  no  coin-  j 
plaint  had  been  made,  by  any  one,  of  the  slightest 
breach  of  the  peace,  in  that  County,  and  as  its  local  i 
County  Committee  had  made  no  application  for  the  ] 
establishment  of  such  a military  police  force,  for  any  j 
purpose,  there  can  be  no  donht  that,  as  far  as  the  i 
Company  in  Westehester-eouuty  was  concerned,  the  I 
project  was  a creation  of  the  Deputation  from  that  | 
County,  and  for  no  other  purpose  than  that  of  assist-  j 
inc  t he  “Committee  to  Detect  Conspiracies,”  of'which  j 
Committee  two  members  of  that  Delegation  were  also  j 
members,  in  harrying  the  conservative  farmers  of  the 
County,  in  the  interest  of  “ the  cause  of  America”  and 
that  of  the  leaders  of  the  Rebellion,  in  New  York — - 
for  these  reasons,  the  Resolutions  may  properly  find 
a place  in  this  narrative.  They  were  in  these  words: 

“ Whereas,  there  arc  sundry  disaffected  and  dan- 
“ gerous  persons,  in  the  Counties  of  Dutchess  and  } 
“ Westchester,  who  do  now  greatly  disturb  the  peace  j 
“of  the  said  Counties,  and  will  most  probably  take  up  j 
“ arms,  whensoever  the  enemy  shall  make  a descent  \ 
“ upon  this  Colony,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  tiie  said 
“Counties,  in  particular,  and  of  others  the  good  peo- 
“ pie  of  this  Colony  : 

“Asp  whereas,  by  reason  of  the  several  drafts 
“ which  have  been  made  in  the  said  Counties,  accord- 
ing to  the  late  recommendation  of  the  Continental 
“ Congress,  the  Militia  thereof  are  rendered  incapable 
“of  keeping  peace  and  order  in  the  said  Counties, 

“ without  great  inconvenience  to  themselves  and  much 
“ injury  to  and  neglect  of  their  private  property  ; and, 
‘•inasmuch  as  the  interest  of  this  Colony  may  be  ma- 
“terially  affected  by  any  disseutions  which  may  pre- 
“vail  in  111  - said  Counties,  while  the  Continental 
“troops  are  engaged  in  the  defence  of  those  Counties 
“more  immediately  exposed  to  the  inroads  of  the 
“enemy:  therefore 

“ Resoevep,  That  one  hundred  men,  Officers  in 
“eluded,  be  raised  in  Dutehess-eounty,  and  that  fifty 
“ men,  Ollicers  included,  he  raised  in  Westehestcr- 
“ county,  and  taken  into  the  pay  and  service  of  this 
“ Congress,  and  confined  to  the  service  of  those  Coun- 
“ ties,  and  to  continue  in  pay  until  the  tirst  day  of 


' Journal  of  I lie  Prurim  ial  Canon  v‘  Friday  nftornooti,  .lime  -II,  177''," 
- Ilii'l. 

1 Journal  of  the  Provincial  ijnojrrsn,  '•  Saturday  morning,  June  22, 
" 1776." 


“ November  next,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  this  or 
“a  future  Congress  of  this  Colony: 

“That  the  one  hundred  men  to  be  raised  in  Duteli- 
‘‘ ess-county  he  divided  into  two  Companies,  each 
“Company  to  consist  of  one  Captain,  one  Lieutenant, 
“three  Sergeants,  three  Corporals,  one  Filer,  one 
“Drummer,  and  forty  Privates;  and  that  the  fifty 
" men  to  be  raised  in  Wcstchester-county  consist  of 
“one  Captain,  one  Lieutenant,  three  Sergeants,  three 
“ Corporals,  one  Filer,  one  Drummer,  and  forty  l’ri- 
“ vates ; that  the  pay  of  those  three  Companies  he 
“ the  same  as  the  pay  of  the  Continental  troops;  that 
“ the  Captains  he  allowed  eighteen  shillings  each, 
“per  week;  the  Lieutenants  be  allowed  twelve  shil- 
“ lings  each,  per  week  ; and  t lie  Sergeants.  Corporals, 
“ Filers,  Drummers,  and  Privates,  eight  shillings 
“ each,  per  week,  in  lieu  of  all  rations  and  subsistence  : 
“That  Melancton  Smith  bo  appointed  Captain  of 
“one  of  the  said  Companies  to  be  raised  in  Dutches-- 
“county;  and  that  John  Durlin  be  appointed  Cap- 
“tain  of  the  other;  and  that  Micah  Townsend  be 
“appointed  Captain  of  the  said  Company  to  be  raised 
“ in  Westchester-connty: 

“That  the  General  Committees  of  the  said  Coun- 
“ ties  be  authorized  to  nominate  and  appoint  the 
“Subaltern  Ollicers  to  the  said  Companies,  in  their 
Counties,  respectively: 

“ That  the  said  three  Companies  lie  deemed  one 
“Corps;  and  that  Melancton  Smith  be  Captain  Com- 
“ mandant ; that  Micah  Townsend  be  the  second 
“Captain  in  rank;  and  that  John  Durlin  be  the 
“third  Captain  in  rank,  in  the  said  Corps: 

“ That  the  General  Committees  of  the  said  Coun- 
“ ties  be  authorized  and  requested  to  appoint  a Mus- 
“ ter-master  in  their  respective  Counties,  to  muster 
“the  said  Companies;  and  that  they  transmit-  the 
“ names  of  such  Muster-masters  to  the  Committee 
“appointed  to  audit  the  accounts  of  this  Congress, 
“ without  delay : 

“ That  the  said  three  Companies  be  subject  to  the 
“order  and  direction  of  the  General  Committer-  of 
“ their  respective  Counties  or  such  other  person  <>r 
“ persons  as  this  or  a future  Congress  of  this  Colony 
“ shall  direct. 

“ On iiF.Kr.li,  That  a certified  copy  of  the  aforesaid 
“ Resolutions  he  transmitted  to  the  General  Cominit- 
“ tees  of  Dutchess  and  Westchcster-counlies.  And 
“ Or n eked,  That  Commissions  be  immediately 
“ issued  to  the  Captains,  and  that  blank  Commissions 
I “be  sent  to  the  said  Committees,  to  be  by  them  issued 
* “ to  the  Lieutenants.” 

j It  will  be  seen  that  no  provisions  were  made  by 
the  Provincial  Congress  for  either  the  recruiting,  or 
the  equipment,  or  the  quarters,  or  the  transportation 
i of  these  men;  and  there  will  be  some  among  the 
i readers  of  this  narrative  who  will  say  that  if  fifty  un- 
armed, scattered  men,  on  foot,  could  .surely  ensure  the 
peace  of  so  large  and  so  widely  extended  a community 
as  Colonial  Wostchester-couutv — and  if  those  men 
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could  tint  surely  preserve  that  prace,  t In  i r i 
wore  iiselifa — t lie  inhabitants  of’  that  , ,s  ; ,t  a 

liave  been  as  “ dangerous  ” and  its  peace  i mid  mu  have 
been  as  “greatly  disturbed”  as  the  authors  and  pro- 
moters of  these  Resolutions  had  falsely  pretended, 
among  the  recitals  of  their  Preamble:  others  will 
suspect,  not  without  reason,  that  the  entire  movement 
was  a purely  political  job,  gotten  up  for  the  purpose 
of  affording  political  sop,  at  the  expense  of  the  Col- 
ony, for  hungry  adherents  of  the  Hensons  and  the 
Morrisc — suspicions  which  would  be  well-founded, 
since  neither  of  the  Duchess-county  Companies  were 
subsequently  known  in  history,  exceptthroiiirh  the  re- 
quisition on  the  Treasurer  of  the  Colony,  for  their  Pay 
and  Subsistence;1  while  the  Westchester-county  Com- 
pany, without  having  become  known  to  historv,  in  its 
capacity  of  an  armed  police,  is  known,  in  the  military 
annals  of  the  State,-  for  having  done  nothing  else  than 
changed  its  Lieutenant,’  for  asking  for  greater  Pay,4 


1 Journal  of  the  Provincial  Con<jrv**%  “ Die  Yeneris,  Novr.  1,  1770,  A 
“o’clock,  I\M.“ 

-Tim  only  allusion  to  military  duty  discharged  by  this  Company, 
which  we  have  found,  is  that  Order  of  thn  Provincial  Cmigreas,  on  the 
tsveut) -lifth  of  July,  “that  Captain  Townsend  of  NNVs-b.hest*  r-county 
“ return  to  duty,  with  his  Company,  at  tie*  mouth  of  Croton-river  and  | 
“ such  places  adjacent  an  the  Ollifcw  or  otticcre  commanding'  t lie  Ameri 
“can  troops  or  Militia,  there,  shall  direct (Journal  >f  the  Proriucinl  Con 
grew,  “Thursday  morning,  duly  2">,  1770;*’)  which  was  certainly  be- 
yond the  line  of  duties  for  which  it  had  been  specifically  raided. 

3 The  County  Committed,  agreeably  to  the  Resolutions  of  the  Brovin-  ! 
cial  Congress,  presented  in  the  text,  appointed  Samuel  Townsend  to  the 
IiieiitoiKUttcy  of  this  Company.  Suhsenuently,  Lieutenant  Townsend  wa^  I 
promoted  to  the  command  of  another  Company  ; and,  on  the  sixteenth 
of  August,  Zi'phania  Miller  was  appointed  to  the  \arant  Lieutenantcy, 
(The  Geunul  C 'ounuilfee  of  Wentehcttir-conuti/  to  the  Cmtrentnm  of  /hr  Stuff, 
“August  IP.,  177K;"  Journal  of  the  Provincial  Conventual,  “ Die  Ycneri**, 
“9  ho.,A.M.,  August  lt*»,  1778.”) 

4 7 ho  following,  copied  from  the  original  manuscript,  (llid^ricol  Van 
titer  ijifs,  etc.:  Petitiom , xxxiii.,  103,  104,)  will  he  interesting  to  our 
readers,  in  this  connection  : 

“To  Til  K.  IhiNOItAHLF.  T1IF.  CONVENTION  OK  THE  S I’ ATE  OK  Nr.W  Y>  UK. 

“ The  Petition  of  tho  Lieutenant  non-commissioned  officers  A Privates 
“belonging  to  Captn  Micah  Townsend’s  company  raised  to  he  under  the 
“ Direction  of  the  .Committee  of  Westelie-dor  County,  Humbly  Slmwcth, 

“That  the  Honorable  tho  Provincial  Congress  of  this  t.'olony  when 
“ they  gave  Instructions  for  raising  C’uptu  Townsend's  Company  allowed 
“ tho  Lieutcnunt  12s.  per  week,  and  the  mm  commissioned  ollicers  and 
“privates  8s.  per  week  in  lieu  of  Rations  and  Suhsistance. 

‘•That  at  and  near  the  White  Plains  (which  is  tin*  lo*ad  Cuart'*rs  of 
“ the  Company)  the  allowance  for  their  snbeistance  does  not  anrmnt  t<> 
“near  enough  to  support  them,  they  luring  unable  t"  get  victuals  for 
“h  ■ than  l.N.  per  Meal,  . i to  hire  their  iioard  at  any  to].  tnbh  rate  hut 
“by  the  week  ; that  your  Petitioners  entered  (lie  Company  v Lid  duty 
“in  the  most  busy  season  of  tho  year  before  A during  Hms.-m  time  A 
“have,  had  a harder  share  of  duty  than  the  Troops  win*  were  allowed  by 
“your  honomhle  House  20  Dollars  Bounty  A wlio  have  generally 
“ received  near  40  Dollars. 

“ Your  Petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray  that  your  hon-'rahle  House 
“ will  Ik)  pleased  to  increase  tin*  Pay  for  their  Mnb-istance  so  far  as  P* 
“enable  them  when  they  live  with  Frugality  to  support  themselvvs  hy  it 
“in  the  part  of  tho  County  where  they  may  reside,  or  he  ordered  And 
“your  Petitioners  as  in  duty  hound  shall  ever  pray,  Ac. 

“Zephaniah  Miller,  Lieutenant,  William  Fredcnlsirough, 

“ Jacob  Travis,  Serjent,  Jonathan  Ferris, 

“ William  Martiu,*  Serjent,  Kol«*rt  Dloomor,  Junr, 


♦The  Deposition  of  John  Marline,  “of  the  Mitm*r  of  Rhilip-hnrg  near 
“the  \N  liito  Plains,’’  (Hittorieal  Mnnuti'rij'tx,  etc.;  M*.*  flluto  cm*  /'epem, 
xxxv.,  273,)  shows  that  this  was  William  Martine,  his  son. 


: i . i ■ 1 f dr.  at1. / the  Pay  which  was  legitimately  due 

to  it. 

Another  instance  of  the  spirit  of  partisan  bitter- 
ness which  prevailed,  at  that  time,  iu  Westchester- 
county,  and  of  the  unholy  zeal  with  which  the  Town 
Committees  urged  forward  the  work  of  persecution 
and  plunder,  among  their  conservative  neighbors,  mav 
lie  seen  in  the  following  note  which  was  addressed  l>_\ 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  Town  ofSalcm, 
in  that  County— that  Committee  which,  a short  time 
previously,  had  laid  an  embargo  on  Cattle  intended 
for  tho  supply  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  New 
York  6 — to  the  Provincial  Congress: 

■‘To  THE  flONDLE.  T1IE  PROVINCIAL  Co  Volt  ESS, 
“ New  York  : 

“The  Committee  of  Salem,  in  Westchester-county, 
“ have  the  unhappiness  of  having  a large  number  of 
“ the  inhabitants  very  much  opposed  to  the  measures 
“ of  the  United  Colonies,  and  numbers  of  them  are 
“determined  not  to  comply  nor  adopt  the  doings  of 
“the  Congress,  which  makes  a great  deal  of  trouble 
“ for  said  Committee.  Said  Committee  has  adver- 
" tised  some,  obliged  others  to  give  bonds,  some  of 
“one  or  two  hundred  pounds,  some  of  which  have 
“forfeited  their  bonds  and  run  off,  and  have  made 
“considerable  costs,  one  in  particular,  in  sending 
“after  him.  We  desire  to  know  what  shall  he  done 
■‘with  the  forfeitures,  and  likewise  how  to  proceed  in 
“ taking  of  it,  and  how  to  turn  it  into  money  if  taken 
“ in  stock  nr  whatever  else,  or  whether  or  no  the  Con- 
“ gress  wont  take  the  forfeitures  and  pay  the  cost; 
“ we  desire  you  would  give  us  some  rules  and  direc- 
tions how  to  proceed.  And  likewise,  those  men 
“that  still  behave  inimical,  and  put  the  Committees 
“to  so  much  trouble,  whether  or  no  we  might  not 
“take  cost  of  them  to  pay  us  what  is  reasonable  for 


“Jivhim  Mftftd,  Serjent, 
'■]!euU‘ii  Dloomor,  Corp*, 
“ Thomas  Brooks,  Corp1, 
“James  Strolnly,  Corp\ 

“ Anthony  Miller,  Fifar, 
“James  Carpenter, 

“ William  Williamson, 
“LI von  ilyot, 

“ William  SuitTori, 

“ Moo-  Dig* ms, 

“John  Leaks, 

* ‘ William  Seaman, 

“ Elijah  Millor,  Junrf 
“ Nathan  Holmes, 
“Samuel  Lyon,  Jun% 

“ Siepln  . M un  lay, 

“ Frederick  lhitin, 


Samuel  ITowell, 

Uriah  Travis,  Ju., 
Jonathan  Finch, 

John  Travis, 

Jumos  M iller,  Junr, 
Zoch**;us  In  bio, 

Absolim  Ilut-  bins, 
Daniel  Dean. 

Jeremiah  Ihv.ulle, 

John  Mills, 

Jorodiah  Owen, 

Benjamin  fre tenl*orouj»h, 
Th.mms  1\:umoiii1, 

John  Broudstreot, 

Samuel  Miller, 

Robert  Merritt. 


“In  Committee  ok  Safety  vr  tup  County  ok  Westchester  ^ 
“at  tih:  White  Plains,  S«*ptr  2nl  1 7 “ t» . j 
“ Resolved,  tlmt  this  Committee  rv  •oiiwnend  to  the  tumble  the  Con* 
‘vention  of  this  State  the  reasonableness  of  increasing  tin*  SuU»Mancc 
‘ Money  for  Cnpt™  TownsomPs  Company  as  they  are  of  opinion  that  8s 
‘per  \ve**k  per  Man  is  not  a siiHicient  prnvisioit  for  them. 

“By  or«ler  of  tho  Committee, 

“John  Thomas,  Jun*,  Chairman. 

* Journal  of  the  Committee  of  Safety , “4  ho.,  Deer.  7,  177b.'* 

0 Vide  pages  1*49,  loO,  ante. 
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ur  nine,  for  wt*  gn  iw  weary  of  l>«-i n*_r  ealleil  together 
j,.  <ie.il  with  tori  ess.  'l’luit  ha.--  heel)  our  whole  hu-i- 
tl < ever  since  we  have  heen  formed  as  a Commit* 

• ; it  has  cost  me,  in  particular,  not  less  than  six 

•hundred  miles  riding,  and  1 believe,  at  a moderate 
••  -mss,  twenty  or  thirty  dollars  in  cash,  and  I never 
• v<  t expected  pay  ; but  I hud  I cant  live  so,  and  if 
die  lories  make  all  the  trouble,  why  ought  they  not 
•'  to  pay  ail  the  cost.  Gentlemen,  we  only  want  or- 
“ tiers  from  you  to  take  it.  We  have  sent  Mr.  Lien. 
“Chapman  to  you,  praying  of  you  to  send  us  some  di- 
rections on  this  important  allair,  one  of  the  mem- 
" hers  of  this  Committee. 

“By  order  of  the  Committee, 

• “ Ezekiel  Hawkey,1  Chairman. 

“ J tine  5th,  177*).” 

That  letter  was  laid  before  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, on  Saturday  evening,  the  eighth  of  June  ; and 
the  Journal  of  that  body  states  that  it  was  “ read  and 
‘‘tiled,’’-  the  Congress  itself,  as  will  be  seen  in  its 
subsequent  proeeediugs  in  the  matter,  hesitating, 
in  view  of  its  atrocious  propositions,  to  give  the 
authority  which  its  writer  had  so  uuhliisliingly 
solicited. 

With  the  fact  before  him,  that  the  “large  number 
“of  the  inhabitants”  of  the  Town  of  Salem  which 
was  referred  to,  in  that  letter,  was  composed  of 
farmers,  neighbors  of  the  writer  of  it,  and  peacefully 
and  industriously  pursuing  their  u ual  vocations; 
and,  with  the  additional  fact  before  him,  that  none  of 
these  were  even  pretended  to  have  committed  any 
other  olK  use,  against  either  the  King  or  the  Congress, 
than  the  entertainment  of  political  opinions  which 
were  dill'erent  from  those  entertained  by  Ezekiel 
Hawley  and  his  handful  of  “ patriotic”  confederates, 
th ereader  will  be  enabled  to  judge,  with  some  de- 
gree of  accuracy,  concerning  the  really  diabolical 
character  of  the  letter  and  that  of  him  who  had 
written  it. 

The  number  of  those  w ho  were  thus  proscribed  and 
whose  properties  were  so  eagerly  hankered  for,  was 
said  to  have  been  “ large;”  the  proposed  victims  were 
“ inhabitants  ” of  Salem,  and  neighbors  of  Haw  ley 
and  his  confederates  ; they  were  quietly  pursuing  their 
usual  rural  occupations,  doing  no  harm  to  any  one, 
and  violating  no  law,  although  their  opinions,  on 


' Mr.  Ikdtoii  said  this  Hawley  was  a grandson  of  Kev.  Thomas  II. iw- 
i**y,  raptor  of  tho  CNjUgreirational-churdi  at  Kidgctidd,  Connecticut ; that 
he  was  v.ne  ot‘  the  proprietors  of  the  Oblong  ; that  he  hehi  a Commission 
in  the  Continental  Army;  and  that  lie  was  taken  oil  hy  tleath,  suddenly, 
in  17SS.  (History  <■/  .'f'hifter -county,  original  edition^  i.,  174  ; th>  sum'-, 
second  edition,  i.,  7US.) 

The  “ Continental  ” Commission  referred  to,  hy  Mr.  IVlton,  was 
nothing  else  than  that  of  f irst  Lieutenant  in  Captain  Truesdalo’s  Corn, 
puny  «>f  Colonial  Militia,  “for  the  North  End  of  Salem” — a local  Corn* 
I r i y of  notoriously  very  little  account,  ( lit  turn.*  •>/  Eh’*‘tiou  #>/  Ojlicer*, 

miber  IS,  1775,  in  thu  1 1 if  formal  .)/*<  etc.  : Military  lifturm, 

xxxii,,  245.) 

z.Ji'»trmtl  of  tl ie  Provincial  CoujrrAs,  “ pie  Sabbat  i,  6 ho.,  P.M  , June  8, 
“ 1771).” 


partisan  political  questions,  were  not  in  accord  with 
those  which  the  latter  professed  to  hold;  both,  at  the 
same  time,  concurring,  however,  in  the  recognition 
of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  as  their  legitimate  Sove- 
reign; both  professing  to  he  equally  and  entiiely 
good  and  loyal  subjects  of  that  reigning  Monarch  ; 
both  owing  obedience  to  the  Laws  of  the  Land;  and 
both,  alike,  recognizing  the  duty  of  that  obedience,3 
although  only  one  of  the  two  discharged  that  duty,  iu 
its  every  day  practice.  Against  those  unoH’ciidiiig 
farmers — as  their  accusers  have  shown,  they  were 
nothing  else— with  a malignant  zeal  w hich  betrayed 
its  selfish,  puritanic  origin,  the  writer  of  that  letter 
prayed  that  they  should  be  arrested;  that  their  prop- 
erties, real  and  personal,  should  he  seized,  and  es- 
cheated, and  eonliscated ; that  “costs”  should  be  paid, 
therefrom,  into  the  willing  hands  of  those  who  should 
have  thus  invaded  their  individual  Rights — Rights 
which  had  been  guaranteed  to  each  of  them,  by  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  Laws  of  the  hind — that  their  homes 
should  be  violated  and  destroyed  ; that  their  families 
should  be  made  beggars,  and  be  cast  penniless  on  the 
world  ; and  that,  except  among  those  who  thus  sought 
warrants  to  become  local  despots,  nothing  else  than 
individual  and  domestic  misery  and  general  devas- 
tation and  ruin  should  be  aimed  at  ami  obtained. 
Can  anything  more  atrocious  be  conceived?  C'an- 
those  who  could  calmly  and  deliberately  devise  such 
outrages,  to  be  inflicted  on  a peaceful  community, 
and  that  community  their  own  immediate  neighbois 
1 and  townsmen,  be  regarded  as  anything  else  tlum 
j monstrosities,  in  human  form,  in  which  only  the 
baser  and  most  brutal  passions  had  found  places? 
j But,  after  all,  these — the  letter  and  the  passions  w hich 
had  inspired  it  ami  the  hand  which  had  written  it — 

' were  only  the  legitimate  outcome  of  the  barbarous 
propositions  which  John  Jay  and  Gouvcrncur  Morris 
and  their  partisan  associates,  taking  advantage  of  a 
short  period  of  peculiar  anxiety  and  of  labors  of  more 
than  usual  variety  and  importance,  had  led  the  jaded 
and  almost  exhausted  Provincial  Congress,  it  may 


3 *•  To  do  justice  even  to  rebels,  let  it  here  be  mentioned  that  - * Nay, 

: “ so  fir  were,  they  from  interfering  with  the  law,  that  the.  Marinates 
“continued  in  full  possession  of  the  Civil  powers  and  the  Courts  of  Ju>- 
l*tiee  were  upon  in  ihe  usual  manner  until  the  l»**cl. nation  of  Indopen- 
“deiio.  In  April  Term,  177*'.  so  vend  rebel  soldiers  were  indicted  t ir 
‘‘some  Petty  Larcenies,  tried,  convicted,  ami  punished  hy  order  of  the 
“Court  without  any  interference  of  the  Military;  their  Odious  at- 
tended the  trials,  heard  the  evidence,  and  upon  their  conviction  d*.- 
I “ dared  that  ample  justice  was  done  them,  ami  thanked  the  Judge  for 
“ his  candor  and  impartiality,  during  the  course  of  the  trials.” — Jones’s 
1 II ifltrry  of  A )"rl;  dili’iinj  thu  llomlutonuiry  II  or,  i.,  157. 

Judge  Jones,  tin*  writer  of  the  above  paragraph.  *.va>,  at  that  time, 
one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Colony,  ami  personally 
| acquainted  with  the  facts  stated,  llis  practice  was,  in  matter.-  in  which 
| he  was  p-  i onally  concerned,  to  nieutiou  no  name  ; and  the  conti  \t  *vr- 
! taiidy  seems  to  indicate  that  the  Trial  was  ill  the  City  of  New  York  ; but 
I the  learned  Editor  of  that  rein:  rkuble  work,  has  stated,  in  the 
1 ^ii.,  bin.)  undoubtedly  on  compel  nt  authority,  that  the  Court  referred  to 
was  held  at  the  White  Plains,  in  Wcst'dioster-county  ; and  that  the  pre- 
siding Judge  of  that  Court  w as  Thomas  Jones,  the  writer  of  the  work  from 
which  this  paragraph  was  taken. 
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have  been  unwittingly,  to  establish  a*  the  formal 
enactments  of  that  revolutionary  body.1 

As  we  have  said,  the  letter  which  Ezekiel  Hawley, 
in  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Salem, 
wrote  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  was  laid  before  that 
body,  on  Saturday  evening, the  eighth  of  June;  when 
it  was  read  and  tiled.-  Oil  the  following  morning; 
[<S 'uu<lny,  Jane  9,  1775,]  the  Congress  directed  the  fol- 
lowing answer  to  be  made  to  that  remarkable  letter  : 


Sir  : 


“lx  Provincial  Congress, 

“New-Youk,  June  9,  177b. 


“ Your  letter  by  Mr.  Chapman,  of  the  5th  inst.,  was 
“ laid  before  the  Congress,  who  are  of  opinion  that 
“the  contents  require  the  most  serious  consideration. 
“ and  have  directed  me  to  acquaint  you  that  whenever 
“ several  matters  of  importance  for  the  general  defense 
“ and  preservation  of  the  Colony,  now  under  consider- 
“ation,  are  despatched,  the  Committee  of  Salem  may 
“ be  assured  a proper  attention  will  be  made  on  their 
“ application,  the  Congress  not  doubting  that  Commit- 
“ tee  will  still  persevere,  with  zeal  in  the  cause  of 
“ their  country. 

“ By  order, 

“ Nathaniel  Wooimikll,  President. 
“To  Ezekiel  Hawley,  Esqii.,  C 'hub-man. 

“ of  the  Committee  of  Salem,  Westchester.’’ 3 

Had  Gouverneur  Morris  or  John  Jay  been  present, 
when  the  Provincial  Congress  received  or  when  it 
answered  that  letter,  the  answer  w ould  probably  have 

* Tito  questum  of  tlie  extent  to  which  tlie  several  Provincial  Con- 
gresses, uiiinJluoncetl  by  the  outside  pressure  of  homemade  partisan 
demoustrutioiid  or  hy  the  iitr<ide  domination  of  t hose  who  ;estfiniied  to  social 
or  intellectual  suiH.*riority,  would  have  given  their  authority  for  the 
enactment  and  execution  ot  such  violent  measures,  against  those  of  their 
fellow  Colonists  who  did  not  concur  in  all  which  was  do  no  by  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  of  1771,  as  we  have  noticed,  is  worthy  of  the  examina- 
tion which  it  will  some  day  receive  at  the  hands  of  an  intelligent,  indus- 
trious, and  tearless  student. 

If  we  do  not  mistake,  and  we  'incline  to  the  belief  tiuifW©  ito  Hot, 
when  that  examination  shall  have  been  made,  very  much  of  the 
resi>oiisihiliry  for  the  multitude  of  atrocious  acts  which  were  done  in 
behalf  of  “the  cause  of  America  ” and  of  “ tie*  Liberties  of  America,” 
will  be  shifted  from  the  shoulders  of  sensible,  hut  modest  and  less  ener- 
getic, nii'ii,  where  it  now  rests,  to  those  of  men  wlioar*  now  represented 
as  having  been  incapable  of  sin  h enormities. 

History  tellsof  more  than  ono  instance  in  which  a mere  handfiL  of 
euthlirdasls,  more  or  le.^s  honest  in  their  protessious,  luus  fa-teued  itself 
on  a great  political  party  which  entertained  none  of  those  enthusiastic 
dogmas  which  the  others  assumed  to  Im..I:"Vo  and  maintain,  and  which, 
having  thus  fastened  itself  oil  the  larger  body,  taking  advantage  ot 
favorable  opportunities,  artfully  adapting  itself  to  existing  tempers  and 
circumstances,  and  (MU'sistoutly — sometimes,  impudently— thrusting  it 
self  into  every  seat  of  iitlluem  o and  authoiity  to  which  it  could  pot->ihh 
gain  access,  has  succeeded  in  re-moulding  the  policy  of  the  party  which 
it  has  invaded  ; and  made  it  appear  to  be  what,  originally,  it  was  not  . 
to  maintain  opinions  w hi*-  h,  oj  i.  inallv , it  di.'clnimed  and  opposed  ; and 
to  do,  or  |*ernut  to  be  done,  in  its  name,  w hat,  originally,  it  would  have 
honestly  -lirmik  from,  as  improper  and  unjust.  Such  an  instance,  it  vve 
do  liot  inistak",  occuneil  in  this  Holoiiy,  in  1777  and  I TT« » : we  were  |*er- 
serially  anpiainted  with  a similar  inst  a lice,  vastly  more.  iui[w»iata  lit  in  its 
c«ms«.M(ueiiceH  thnn  the  other,  which  occurred  within  the*  l nited  State-, 
uf  a comparatively  recent  date. 

-Vide  page  175,  ante. 

3 JnHiihU  oj  thr.  Owj/tv.-w,  “ Sunday  morning,  June  t',  1770.'' 


liven  otb:  1 1 i I ! • rent  tenor;  but  John  Morin  - u 
wa.->  piv-i  nt  on  Imtli  oo'.isioins,  and  wIiom-  i . 
mind  probably  (.•oiitrollcd,  wisely  halted, and  evei.-nti  > 
induced  the  Congress  to  halt,  iti  tile  work  ot'  pro- 
posed persecution  and  devastation  and  ruin.  The 
Committee  of  Salem  was  coldly  dismissed,  without 
even  a word  of  sympathy  ; and  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress paid  no  further  attention  to  the  subject. 

With  a persi-teney  which  was  worthy  of  a better 
purpose,  notwithstanding  the  rebuke  which  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  had  thus  administered,  the  Commit- 
tee at  Salem  was  not  disposed  to  he  thus  relegated  to 
the  obscurity  of  a rural  Town;  and,  subsequently, 
two  other  letters,  relating  to  the  same  general  subject 
of  “ the  disaffected  persons  who  were  under  bonds  to 
“that  Committee,”  were  addressed  by  it,  to  the  Con- 
gress. The  first  of  these  letters  is  in  these  words  : 

“ Gentlemen : 

“As  our  civil  and  religious  privileges  all  lie  at 
“ stake,  we  that  are  friends  thereto  desire  to  lend  a 
“lifting  hand  in  trying  to  preserve  them  ; and  as  the 
“ tories  grow  more  and  more  disaffected,  and  are  daily 
“going  off  on  to  Long  island — four  men  last  week 
“ from  my  neighborhood,  several  more  from  other 
“ parts,  ('apt.  Theal  and  his  son  Joint  Lobdin.  and 
“Stephen  Defence”  \_l)<:  Laneeij  ;']  “some  of  them 
“laid  under  £500.  bonds  and  also  thesolemnifv  of  an 
“oath — but  they  regard  not  any  thing  the  Comniit- 
“ tee  does  with  them,  so  long  as  they  have  their  lib- 
“ erty.  It  is  supposed  numbers  are  concealed  on 
“ Long, island.  Please  to  take  it  into  vour  wise  con- 
sideration, whether  or  no  it  will  not  be  best  to  send 
“ and  purge  Long  island;  and  ns  1 wrote  to  you  a 
“little  back  by  Mr.  Chapman,  one  of  the  members  ot 
“Salem  Committee,  to  know  what  we  should  do  with 
“ those  that  forfeit  their  bonds,  and  how  we  should 
“get  pay  lor  the  last,  as  there  is  since  many  more,  we 
“should  be  glad  ot  an  answer. 

“By  order  of  the  Committee, 

“Ezekiel  Hawley,  Chairman. 

“Salem,  June  22d,  177b. 

‘To  the  Honour  aisle  the  Provincial  Congress 
“ ok  N ew- York.”  ' 

Two  days  alter  that  letter  was  written,  [Jem1  24, 
1 1 7b,]  the  Sub-committees  ot  Cortlaudt  and  Salem 
united  in  the  following  letter,  also  addressed  to  the 
Provincial  Congress  ; and  in  order  to  expeurr-  the 
consideration  of  the  subject  to  which  it  was  devoted, 
by  that  body,  Ezekiel  llawlcv  was  formally  directed  to 
forward  it,  with  all  convenient  speed.” 

“ Salem,  2-1  th  of  June,  177b. 

“Gentlemen: 

“ Whereas  sundr\  persons  of  note  have  latelvah- 
“ seo tided  from  our  part  of  the  country,  and  we  have 
“ reason  to  think,  from  several  circumstances,  are 
“(with  numbers  of  others)  assembling  together  on 
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“ I.ong  island,  wit li  a view  to  join  the  Miuist.  rial 
“ Army,  we  beg  tin;  Congn  --  would  take  tlie  matter 
“ under  consideration,  and  adopt  such  measures  as  to 
‘•you  shall  appear  mast  proper  for  the  removal  of  such 
“dangerous  assemblages,  who  we  fear  are  forming 
“ a combination  to  aid  and  assist  the  Ministerial  Army 
“when  an  opportunity  shall  permit. 

“ Ordered,  That  the  same  be  forwarded  with  all 
“ convenient  speed  by  Mr.  Ezekiel  Halley. 

“ By  the  joint  order  of  the  Sub-committees  of  the 
“ manor  of  Cortlandt  and  Salem. 

“ Ezekiel  Halley, 

“ Joseph  Benedict, 

‘ Chairmen. 


those  proportions  which  entitled  it  to  respect,  how- 
ever, on  the  eighteenth  of  June,  three  thus  alter  the 
organization  of  “the  Committee  to  detect  Corispir- 
“acies,”  the  Provincial  Congress  adopted  the  following 
Resolution,  on  the  subject : 

“ Whereas  doubts  liavc  arisen  respecting  the  true 
“ construction  of  a certain  Association  ordered  by  the 
“ late  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony,  to  be  pre- 
“ sented  for  subscription  to  the  inhabitants  thereof  : 

“ Resolved,  That  all  doubts  respecting  the  true 
“ construction  of  the  said  Association  ought  to  be  re- 
“ moved;  and  that  a Committee  be  appointed  to 
“ prepare  and  report  a Resolution  for  that  purpose.”  ‘ 


“ To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress.” 1 

These  two  letters  were  presented  to  the  Provincial 
Congress,  ou  the  afternoon  of  the  twenty-fourth  of 
June;  read  before  that  body  ; and  ordered  “ to  remain 
“ fur  further  consideration;  ” 2 and  there,  as  far  as  we 
have  knowledge,  they  have  remained,  from  that  day 
until  this — the  Provincial  Congress  certainly  paid  no 
further  attention  to  them. 

Closely  connected  with  it,  if  it  was  not  really  the 
basis  of  that  policy  of  proscription  and  persecution 
and  devastation  which  peculiarly  distinguished  the 
entire  series  of  Provincial  Congresses  and  Committees 
of  Safety  of  the  Colony  of  New  York,  as  well  as  the 
early  Conventions  and  Legislatures  of  the  State,  after 
the  Colony  had  ceased  to  exist,  was  the  series  of  Tests, 
known  as  Associations,  which  were  enacted,  first,  by 
the  Continental  Congress  of  1774  and,  subsequently, 
in  various  forms,  by  the  Provincial  Congresses  of  New 
York,  by  the  latter  of  whom  and  by  their  several 
Committees  of  Safety  they  were,  also,  rigidly  en- 
forced, ■ as  we  have  seen,  iu  other  portions  of  this 
narrative. 

One  of  these  Tests,  or  Associations,  adopted  by  a 
Provincial  Committee  of  Safety,  was  proved  to  have 
been  so  entirely  subversive  of  the  personal  Rights  of 
those  to  whom  it  was  offered,  that  numbers  who  had 
previously  favored  or  acquiesced  in  the  Rebellion, 
peremptorily  declined  to  sign  it,  preferring  rather  to 
be  considered  as  disaffected  and  to  be  disarmed,  as 
such,3  and  to  suffer  all  tlie  other  pains  and  penalties 
and  insults  to  which  those  who  were  known  as  “ dis- 
“ affected”  were  continually  subjected. 

The  disaffection  referred  to  must  have  been  quite 
extended,  seriously  impairing  the  prospects  of  a polit- 
ical uniformity  throughout  the  Colony,  to  which  the 
leaders  of  the  Rebellion  had  constantly  aspired,  or  the 
Provincial  Congress  would  not  have  turned  aside  from 
its  daily  routine  to  have  noticed  it.  As  it  had  reached 

1 Jount-il  of  the  Pvoviiv'hil  C'>n>jress  : Ot>rn'$poiiilfnrft,  ii.,  1 27. 

2 Journal  of  the  I*roi'iiu'Utl  Cotujre “ Moil  l.iy  afternoon,  June  24, 
“1770.” 

3 Recital  in  th«  Preamble  of  the  new  .Issudntotn,  adopted  by  the  IVo- 
vincinl  CongretiS,  ou  the  twentieth  of  June,  1770. 
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On  the  twentieth  of  June,  the  Committee  which 
bad  been  appointed  to  consider  the  subject — a Com- 
mittee composed  of  Thomas  Tredwell  and  John  Sloss 
Hobart,  ol’ Suffolk,  and  John  Jav,  ot  the  City  ot  New 
York,  all  of  whom  were  distinguished  ior  their  rigid 
and  intense  partisan  feelings — submitted  its  Report, 
evidently  the  work  of  John  Jay,  by  whom  it  was  pre- 
sented. As  it  was  intended  to  be  submitted  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Westch ester-county,  and  to  be  em- 
ployed as  the  basis  of  fresh  outrages  against  their 
! persons  and  properties,  it  may  properly  find  a place 
in  this  narrative: 

“ In  Provincial  Congress, 

“ New- York,  June  20,  1776. 

“ Whereas,  the  Continental  Congress,  on  the 
“ fourteenth  day  of  March  last,  did  recommend  to  the 
“ several  Assemblies,  Conventions,  and  Councils  or 
; “Committees  of  Safety  of  the  United  Colonies,  ira- 
“ mediately  to  cause  all  persons  to  be  disarmed  within 
“ their  respective  Colonies,  who  were  notoriously  dis- 
j “ affected  to  the  cause  of  America,  or  had  uot  assoei- 
I “ ated,  and  refused  to  associate  to  defend,  by  arms, 
“ these  United  Colonics,  against  the  hostile  attempts 
“ of  the  British  Fleets  and  Armies: 

“ And,  whereas,  the  late  Committee  of  Safety  of 
“ this  Colony  did,  thereupon,  on  the  twenty-seventh 
“ day  of  March  aforesaid,  recommend  it  to  the  Com- 
“ mittces  of  the  several  Cities,  Counties,  Manors, 
j “ Townships,  Precincts,  and  Districts  in  this  Colony, 
i “ forthwith,  to  cause  to  be  disarmed,  all  persons 
“ within  their  respective  districts,  who  were  known 
| “ to  be  disaffected  to  the  cause  of  America,  and  also 
i “ all  such  persons  as  should  refuse  to  sign  tlie  follow- 
! “ ing  Association,  viz. : 

“ ‘ We,  tlie  subscribers,  inhabitants  of  ....  , 

' “ ‘ in  tlie  County  of and  Colony 

j “ ‘ of  New  York,  do  voluntarily  and  solemnly  engage, 

| “ ‘ under  all  the  tics  held  sacred  among  mankind,  at 
i “ ‘ the  risk  of  our  lives  and  fortunes,  to  defend,  by 
| “ ‘ arms,  tlie  United  American  Colonies,  against  the 
| “ ' hostile  attempts  of  the  British  Fleets  and  Armies, 
j “ ‘ until  tlie  present  unhappy  controversy  between 
“ * the  two  Countries  shall  be  settled.' 

1 4 Journal  of  the  IWiH.i  it  Coiijw,  "TuesJay  morning,  June  IS,  1776." 
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“And  whek-eas  it  hath  been  objected  to  tin  said 
“form  of:<n  . [.-soriation,  that,  by  obliging  the  sub- 
" seritx.  r.' • r a.--*,  iators,  in  such  general  and  express 
“terms,  to  defend  the  United  Colonies,  by  arms, 
“against  the  hostile  attempts  of  t lie  British  Fleets 
“ ami  Annies,  it  deprived  them  of  the  Rights  reserved 
“by  the  .Militia  Regulations,  and  imposed  on  them  the 
“necessity  of  marching  to  the  most  distant  of  the 
“Colonies,  whenever  called  upon,  which  construction 
“ of  the  said  Association,  however  nice  and  casuistical, 
“is  inconsistent  and  fallacious,  it  being  manifest  that 
“ the  Militia  Regulations  could,  by  no  rules  of  construc- 
tion, be  supposed  to  be  repealed  and  abrogated  by 
“ any  subtle  implications  drawn  from  the  said  Associ- 
ation. But,  as  some  of  the  friends  to  the  American 
“ cause  have  been  influenced,  by  this  objection,  to 
“refuse  signing  the  said  Association,  and,  in  conse- 
“ quence  thereof,  been  disarmed,  it  hath  become  ex-' 
“pedient  that  the  said  Association  should  be  so  ex- 
“ plained  as  to  render  it  free  from  specious  as  well  as 
“solid  objections;  and,  therefore, 

“ Resolved,  unanimously,  That  nothing  in  the 
“said  Association  contained,  shall  extend  or  be  con- 
strued to  extend  to  deprive  those  who  have  sub- 
“ scribed  it  of  any  Rights  reserved  to  them,  in  uud  by 
“the  said  Militia  Regulations  ; and  to  the  cud  that  all 
“ the  Freemen  of  this  Colony  may  associate  for  the 
“preservation  of  American  liberty,  in  a form  entirely 
“ unexceptionable ; 

“Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  following 
“ form  of  an  Association  be  and  it  is  hereby  recom- 
“ mended  to  them,  viz. : 

“ ‘ We,  the  subscribers,  inhabitants  of  , 

“ ‘in  the  County  of  ....  , and  Colony  of  New 

“ ‘ York,  do  most  solemnly  declare  that  the  claims  of 
“ ‘ the  British  Parliament  to  bind,  at  their  discretion, 

the  people  of  the  United  Colonies  in  America,  in 
“ ‘ all  eases  whatsoever,  are,  in  our  opinions,  absurd, 
“‘unjust,  and  tyrannical;  and  that  the  hostile  at- 
“ ‘ tempts  of  their  Fleets  and  Armies  to  enforce  sub- 
“ ‘ mission  to  those  wicked  and  ridiculous  claims 
“ ‘ ought  to  be  resisted  by  arms. 

“ ‘ And,  therefore,  we  do  engage  and  associate, 
“ ‘ under  all  the  ties  which  we  respectively  hold 
“ 1 sacred,  to  defend,  by  arms,  these  United  Colonies, 
“ ' against  the  said  hostile  attempts,  agiecable  to  such 
“ ‘ Laws  and  Regulations  as  our  Representatives  in 
“ ‘ the  Congresses  or  future  General  Assemblies  of 
“ 1 this  Colony  have  or  shall,  for  that  purpose,  make 
“ ‘ and  establish.’ 

“ And  that  all  persons  who  have  been  disarmed  for 
“ refusing  to  associate  with  their  countrymen,  for  the 
“defense  of  the  United  Colonies,  in  the  form  pre- 
“ scribed  by  the  late  Committee  of  Safety,  as  afore- 
“ said,  may  have  no  pretence  to  complain  of  injus- 
“ tice,  and  that  they  may  have  a fair  opportunity  of 
“convincing  the  public  that  their  refusal  to  sign  the 
“ said  Association  did  not  arise  from  a disinclination 
“ to  defend  the  Rights  of  America,  but  merely  from 


“objections  to  sign  to  the  form  of  the  said  Association, 
“and  thereby  be  restored  to  the  privilege  of  bearing 
“arms  in  support  of  a cause  so  important  ami  so 
“ glorious ; 

“ Resolved,  unanimously,  That  all  persons, 
“other  than  those  whom  the  Committees  of  the  sev- 
“ eral  Counties  shall  adjudge  to  be  notoriously  disaf- 
“ fected  to  the  American  cause,  who  have  not  asso- 
“ dated  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  late  Committee 
“of  Safety,  as  aforesaid,  be  called  upon,  by  persons 
“to  be  appointed  by  the  said  Committees  of  the  sev- 
“ eral  Counties,  and  requested  to  subscribe  the  Asso- 
“ elation  contained  and  recommended  in  and  by  these 
“Resolutions.  And 

“ Resolved,  hkthek,  That  all  such  of  the  said 
“ persons  as  shall  subscribe  the  same,  other  than 
“ notoriously  disaffected  persons,  as  aforesaid,  ought 
“ to  be  considered  and  treated  as  friends  to  their 
“country;  and  that  all  arms  taken  from  them  and 
“ not  disposed  of  to  the  Continental  troops,  be  re- 
stored to  them;  and  that  care  be  taken  that  they 
“ respectively  be  paid  the  full  price  allowed,  for  such 
“of  their  arms  as  may  have  been  delivered  to  the 
“ Continental  troops,  as  aforesaid. 

“ And  eukehek,  that  all  such  of  the  said  persons 
“ as  shall  refuse  to  subscribe  to  the  same,  together 
“with  all  notorious  disaffected  persons,  be  forthwith, 
“ if  not  already  done,  disarmed,  and  required  on  oath 
“to  declare  and  discover  whether  the  arms  so  to  be 
“taken  from  them  be  all  the  arms  they  respectively 
“ have  or  bad,  and  if  not,  where  the  residue  thereof, 
“ to  tLe  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief,  are  depos- 
“ ited  and  may  be  found;  and  that  such  of  them  as 
“ shall  refuse  to  take  such  oath,  be  committed  to  safe 
“ custody  till  they  will  consent  to  take  it. 

“Resolved,  unanimously,  That  it  be  and  it  is 
“ hereby  recommended  to  the  Committees  of  the  sev- 
“ eral  Counties  in  this  Colon}7,  to  carry  the  aforesaid 
“Resolutions  into  execution,  with  diligence  and 
“ punctuality.” 1 

It  is  said  that  the  Report  and  Resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  Provincial  Congress, 
evidently  without  the  slightest  consideration  of  their 
Characters  and  probable  result,  and  certainly  during 
the  latter  portion  of  an  afternoon  session  of  the  C in- 
gress, in  which,  both  before  and  after  the  presenta- 
tion of  them,  that  body  was  crowded  with  other  and 
very  important  matters  of  business ; and  it  is  said  to 
have  ordered,  at  that  time,  that  the  Resolutions 
should  be  printed  in  all  the  newspapers  which  were 
then  published  in  the  City  of  New  York  and  in  hand- 
bills; and  “that  the  Resolutions  be  read  to  every 
“person  to  whom  the  Association  thereby  recom- 
“ mended  shall  be  offered  tor  subscription:”  2 

Whatever  the  real  motives  of  those  who  had  do- 


1 Journal  of  the  Provincial  Cvugr***,  “Tbutvla)  Afternoon,  Junt* 
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, t<*  sign  the  Association  which  the  Committee  of 

- ..fitv  h;ul  prescribed,  hud  been,  they  were  such  a.s 
h,i>l  led  the  Provincial  Congress  to  notice  them, 
r.  'i'cctfully,  and  to  lead  that  body  to  move  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  objections  which  had  been  thus  reasona- 
1,5 v raised  against  that  Assocuition,  by  those  whom  tlse 
Provincial  Congress’s  Committee  was  constrained  to 
recognize  as  “ friends  to  the  American  cause;”  and 
it  ill  became  John  Jay,  therefore,  to  display  so  many 
of  the  idiosyncrasies  of  his  generally  unamiable 
character,  in  the  contemptuous  and  singularly  iusult- 
ing  words  which  he  applied  to  those  of  his  fellow 
“friends  of  the  American  cause”  who  had  presumed 
t<  take  their  knowledge  of  the  legal  obligations  con- 
tained in  that  objectionable  Association  from  someone 
else  than  from  himself  and  his  Congressional  eon- 
frerie ; and  an  impartial  examination  of  the  two  forms 
of  Association,  and  a careful  comparison  of  that 
revised  form,  which  he  induced  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress to  substitute  tor  that  against  which  the  objec- 
tions had  been  raised,  with  tlie  latter,  will  clearly 
indicate  to  the  reader  that  the  writer  of  that  revised 
form  had  permitted  his  evil  passions  to  get  the  better 
of  his  personal  integrity,  when  he  belittled  himself 
by  reporting  au  Association  which  was  even  more 
objectionable  in  its  provisions  than  that  which  had 
been  objected  to,  dressed  and  decorated  with  a 
meaningless.  Preamble,  evidently  intended  for  the 
beguilement  of  the  unwary,  but  without  containing  a 
single  word  of  provision,  either  in  the  Preamble  or  in 
the  Association  itself,  that  the  signers  of  that  revised 
instrument,  by  that  act,  would  not  deprive  themselves 
of  their  Rights  as  Militia,  and  subject  themselves  to 
be  -taken  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Colony,  even  to 
the  extent  of  the  most  distant  of  the  confederated 
Colonies,  whenever  some  body,  over  whom  they 
could  exercise  no  control,  should  incline  to  order 
them  thither.  Indeed,  instead  of  relieving  the  Asso- 
ciation which  the  Committee  of  Safety  had  recom- 
mended, from  the  uncertainties  of  its  provisions,  the 
only  duty  which  had  been  assigned  to  John  Jay  and 
his  two  rustic  associates,  these  astute  partisans,  iu  the 
bitterness  of  their  animosities,  did  nothing  else,  in 
the  way  of  the  duty  which  had  devolved  on  them, 
than  to  indulge  in  contemptuous  sneers  and  inueti- 
does  against  those  who  had  objected  to  the  terms  of 
the  Committee  of  Safety’s  Association,  without  includ- 
ing, in  their  revised  form,  the  provisions  of  safety 
which  tlie  Provincial  Congress  had  evidently  intended 
to  have  inserted ; and,  by  the  addition  of  words  which 
were  not  in  the  former,  they  actually  made  the 
signers  of  the  revised  Association,  more  than  before, 
the  helpless  subjects  of  two  absolutely  despotic 
bodies,  over  neither  of  whom  could  they  bring  any, 
even  the  slightest,  restraining  influence,  no  matter 
how  objectionable  and  oppressive  the  Orders  and 
enactments  of  either  or  Loth  of  those  bodies  might  he. 

As  a man  thinketh  in  his  heart,  so  he  is ; and  it 
will  be  difficult,  in  the  light  of  such  actions  as  this, 


to  convince  any  honest  man  that,  whatever  he  may 
have  been  after  lie  had  reached  that  place  in  the 
oliice-bearing. ranks  of  his  countrymen  which  he  so 
greatly  coveted  and  of  which  he  was  so  exceeding 
fond,  while  John  Jay  was  still  struggling  for  place,  it 
mattered  little  under  what  master,  he  was  neither 
more  nor  less  upright,  in  what  he  said  and  did  for  the 
advancement  of  his  individual  or  his  party’s  purposes, 
than  are  office-seekers  of  our  own  day,  with  whom  the 
end  in  view  is  generally  made  to  justify  the  means. 

I On  the  twenty-sixth  of  June,  the  Provincial  Con- 
j gress  received  a letter  from  the  President  of  the 
j Continental  Congress,  dated  on  the  preceding  day, 
i and  enclosing  a Resolution  of  that  body,1 2 *  the  latter 
of  which,  because  of  its  remarkable  character,  is 
entitled  to  a passing  notice,  in  this  place.  The  Reso- 
lution referred  to  was  in  these  words: 

“ lx  Congress,  June  24,  1770. 

“ Resolved,  That  all  persons  abiding  within  any 
“of  the  United  Colonies  and  deriving  protection  from 
“the  Laws  of  the  same,  owe  allegiance  to  the  said 
“ Laws  and  are  members  of  such  Colony ; and  that  all 
“ persons  passing  through,  visiting,  or  making  a tein- 
“porary  stay  in  any  of  the  said  Colonies,  being  en- 
titled to  the  protection  of  the  Laws  during  the  time 
“of  such  passage,  visitation,  or  temporary  stay,  owe, 
“during  the  same  time,  allegiance  thereto. 

“That  all  persons,  members  of  or  owing  allegiance 
“to  any  of  the  United  Colonies,  as  before  described, 
“ who  shall  levy  war  against  any  of  the  said  Colonies, 
“within  the  same,  or  be  adherent  to  the  King  of  Great 
“ Britain  or  others,  the  enemies  of  the  said  Colonies,  or 
“ any  of  them,  within  the  same,  giving  to  him  or  them 
“aid  or  comfort,  are  guilty  of  treason  against  such 
“ Colony. 

“That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Legislatures  of 
“ the  several  United  Colonies  to  pass  Laws  for  punish- 
“ing,  in  such  manner  as  to  them  shall  seem  fit,  such 
“ persons,  as  before  described,  as  shall  be  proveably 
“attainted  of  open  deed,  by  people  of  their  condi- 
“tions,  of  any  of  the  treasons  before  described. 

“ That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Legislatures  of 
“tlie  several  United  Colonies,  to  pass  Laws  for  pun- 
ishing, in  such  manner  as  they  shall  think  fir,  per- 
“ sons  who  shall  counterfeit,  or  aid  or  abet  in  coun- 
terfeiting, the  Continental  Bills  of  Credit,  or  who 
“shall  pass  any  such  Bill,  in  payment,  knowing  the 
“same  to  he  counterfeit. 

“ By  order  of  Congress, 

“ Jotix  Hancock,  President." 7 

The  .Journal  of  the  Continental  Congress  tells  us  that 
this  remarkable  paper  formed  a part  of  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  Spies,  to  that  body  ; and  that  Com- 

1 Journal  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  “ Wednesday  morning,  June  *26, 
“ 1770/ * 

2 Journal  of  the  Provincial  Congress:  Correspondence,  ii.f  10C. 

also.  Journal  of  the  Continent"?  Congr>.< “Monday,  June  24, 
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niittee  appears  to  have  been  composed  of  John 
Adams,  Thomas  JeTersi.n,  Ldward  Rutledge,  .Tames 
Wilson,  and  Robert  R.  Livingston;1  hut  the  character 
of  tliose  who  trained  the  Resolution  only  increases 
our  surprise,  and,  more  clearly  than  before,  indicates 
the  desperate  straits  into  which,  even  at  that  early 
date,  the  Continental  Congress  had  been  crowded, 
unless  the  “spies  ” against  whom  the  Committee  ful- 
minated its  Rejvirt  were  those  Commissioners  whom 
the  Ministry  had  authorized  to  treat  for  Reconcilation 
and  Peace,*  and  who  were,  at  that  time,  nearing  and 
not  distant  from  New  York  ; and  unless,  also,  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  by  these  Resolutions,  proposed  to 
naturalize  Admiral  Howe,  and  General  Howe,  and 
the  forces  which  were  respectively  under  their  com- 
mand; and  to  transform  ail  these,  on  their  arrival 
within  the  harbor  of  New  York,  into  “members  of 
“the  Colony  ” of  New  York,  “owing  allegiance  to 
“the  Laws  of  the  United  Colonies,”  and  subject  to  be 
tried  on  a charge  of  “Treason  against  such  Colony” 
of  New  York,  should  they  become  prisoners  of  war. 

Whatever  the  purposes  of  the  Continental  Congress 
may  have  been,  in  the  adoption  and  promulgation  of 
these  Resolutions,  no  one  can  attribute  to  the  learned 
lawyers  who  reported  them  the  slightest  sincerity, 
since  none  knew  better  than  they,  that  “allegiance,” 
under  any  possible  circumstances,  was  not  and  could 
not  become  due  to  what  was  nothing  else  than  a mere 
“ Law,”  and  that  the  “ Law  ” of  u mere  “ Colony,” 
which  might  be  enacted  on  one  day  and  be  repealed 
on  the  next;  that  “allegiance”  was,  then,  and  would 
always  be.  due  to  nothing  else  than  to  the  Sovereign 
of  whom  the  person  was  or  should  become,  legiti- 
mately, a subject ; that  an  avowed  sojourner,  “ pass- 
“ ing  through”  a Colony  or  merely  “visiting”  it  or 
“making  a temporary  stay”  within  it,  at  the  same 
time  owing  “allegiance”  to  the  Sovereign  of  another 
country,  while  he  would  certainly  owe  obedience  to 
the  local  Law,  during  the  entire  period  of  his  journey 
through  or  of  his  visit  to  or  of  his  temporary  stay 
within  that  Colony,  by  no  Law  nor  by  any  possible 
interpretation  of  a Law  which  would  have  been  en- 
titled to  the  slightest  respect,  only  by  reason  of  that 
journey  or  visit  or  temporary  stay , could  have  been 
said  to  have  surrendered  his  “ allegiance”  due  only 
to  his  own  Sovereign,  and,  instead,  only  for  the  same 
reason,  to  have  become  a subject  of,  owing  “alle- 
“ glance”  to,  the  authority  which  controlled  the  place 
of  his  journey  or  visit  or  temporary  stay,  and  espe- 
cially so  while  that  place  was  or  should  continue  to 
be  only  an  acknowledged  dependency  of  a foreign 
Prince,  to  whom  it  was  or  should  he,  itself,  avowedly 
subject,  and  iiy  whom  no  such  enactment  or  order  had 


1 Jy’unu.l  <>/  the  Continent'll  Conyr?#*,  “ Wednesday,  Juno  .3,  177r>.’’ 

2 “ According  to  the  noble  Lord's!  explanation,  Lord  Howe  un«l  bi.« 
“ brother  are  to  be  Pent  as  SpitfH,  tu  t as  C’oinf.iissioiiiTs  ; that  if  th  y ran- 
fi  not  po  on  shore,  they  are  to  sound  upon  the  coast of  Churl*'* 
Jauo  < Fox.  f-u  t/i*  Motion  for  Lor<l  Ilutre  * Iii.-tsuctioiix,  **  IJni*s>K  ok  0*m- 
“ Mo  ns,  Wednesday,  May  2*2,  1776.**) 


' been  made;  that  m>  mere  Colony,  depend  ■■■:  * t 
j another  am!  superior  po!;l:—,il  power,  * oiti  i • 

have  been  said,  sincerely,  by  such  a Commute.  , to 
have  possessed  a political  Sovereignty,  nor  that,  in  the 
absence  of  such  a Sovereignty,  there  could  possibly 
have  been  a respectable  and  competent  charge  of 
Treason  against  it,  in  any  instance  whatever;  and, 
more  than  all,  that  such  a pretense  and  threat  of 
charges  of  Treason  against  a Colony,  made  by  the 
Committee,  in  its  Resolutions,  was  simply  a harmless 
thunderbolt,  before  the  Law,  since  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  against  whom  and  against  whose  authority 
the  Resolutions  were  specifically  directed,  was,  at  the 
i time  of  the  adoption  and  promulgation  ot  tin  sc  Res- 
olutions, actually  the  Sovereign  ot  all  those  Colonies 
and  of  all  those  who  were  thus  denouncing  him, 
openlv  and  generally  recognized,  throughout  the  for- 
mer, as  the  source  of  all  their  legitimate  political 
authority  and  as  their  King;  and,  by  the  members  of 
that  Committee  and  the  authors  of  those  Resolutions, 
themselves,  specifically  recognized  as  the  Sovereign 
to  whom  each  and  every  ot  them  wras  himself  proud 
to  owe  allegiance.3 

“Allegiance”  and  “Treason”  presupposed  Sov- 
ereignty existing  in  the  Colonies,  without  which  Sov- 
ereignty there  could,  not  have  possibly  been  any 
“ Allegiance ” due  to  either  of  them  nor  “Treason 
committed  against  them  or  either  ot  them  ; but  it 
would  require  a bold  man,  possessed  of  a very  vivid 
imagination,  to  maintain,  seriously  and  houestly,  that 
any  such  Sovereignty  existed  in  the  Colonies,  or  in 
auv  or  either  of  them,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  June, 
1770,  when  the  Continental  Congress  adopted  these 
Resolutions,  whatever  there  might  have  been  or  not 
have  been,  in  the  several  States,  a fortnight  after- 
wards. 

What  the  result  of  this  action  of  the  Continental 
Congress  was,  will  be  seen,  hereafter. 

Another  very  important  subject  which  was  intro- 
duced to  the  notice  of  the  third  Provincial  Congress, 
during  its  very  brief  existence,  was  that  of  supplant- 
ing the  existing  Colonial  Government  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  a now  form  of  Government  which  would 
more  nearly  represent  the  current  spirit  of  those  who 
were  leaders  in  the  Rebellion,  and  which,  more  than 
anything  else,  would  indicate  a determination  to 
sever  the  political  connection  of  the  Colony  with  the 
Mother  Country. 

On  the  tenth  of  May,  1776,  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, after  a very  severe  and  very  protracted  consid- 
eration of  the  subject,  had  adopted  a Resolution; 
and  on  the  fifteenth  of  the  same  month,  it  had  pre- 

3 See,  in  the  A>lilrtx*  In  thn  King.  by  the  same  Continental  Congress  and 
signed  by  each  of  its  mcmlain.,  individually,  (Jnunuil  or  //.<■  ( - td 
<:-»igre*,  “ Saturday,  inly  8,  1775,")  what,  ut  the  date  of  these  la—  1»- 
tiona,  contained,  unaltered,  nit  which  had  Iwcn  said,  formally.  . f « 
dOl>'*dtion,  Intrnnl  ihu  King,  of  cither  llio  Congress  or  of  its  individual 
members. 

« Journal  of  the  Onilinenlnl  O n. rr«,  “ Friday,  May  10,  177C.'' 
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li^ctl  to  that  Resolution,. a Preamble,1  which,  together, 
« re  iu  these  words  : 

“Whereas  his  Britannic  .Majesty,  in  conjunction 
••  with  the  Lords  and  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  has, 
“ by  a late  Act  of  Parliament,  excluded  the  inliahi- 
“ rants  of  these  United  Colonics  from  the  protection 
“of  his  Crown ; 

“And  whereas  no  answer  whatever  to  the  humble 
“ Petition  of  the  Colonies,  for  redress  of  grievances  and 
“reconciliation  with  Great  Britain,  has  been  or  is 
“ likely  to  be  given,  but  the  whole  force  of  that  Kirig- 
“dom,  aided  by  foreign  mercenaries,  is  to  be  exerted 
“ for  the  destruction  of  the  good  people  of  these  Col- 
“ onies  ; . 

“ And  whereas  it  appears  absolutely  irreconcilable 
“ to  reason  and  good  conscience  for  the  people  of  these 
“ Colonies,  now,  to  take  the  Oaths  and  Affirmations 

necessary  for  the  support  of  any  Government  under 
“ the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  it  is  necessary  that 
“the  exercise  of  every  kind  of  authority  under  the 
“said  Crown  should  be  totally  suppressed,  and  all  the 
“ powers  of  Government  exerted  under  the  authority 
“of  the  people  of  tire  Colonies,  for  tire  preservation  of 
“ internal  pence,  virtue,  and  good  order,  as  well  as  for 
“ the  defence  of  their  lives,  liberties,  and  properties, 
“against  the  hostile  invasions  and  cruel  depredations 
“ of  their  enemies,  therefore 

“ Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  re- 
“ spective  Assemblies  and  Conventions  of  the  United 
“Colonies,  where  no  Government  sufficient  to  the 
“exigencies  of  their  affairs  hath  been  hitherto  estab- 
“ lished,  to  adopt  such  Government  as  shall,  in  the 
“opinion  of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  best 
“ conduce  to  the  happiness  and  safety  of  their  constit- 
“ uents,  in  particular,  and  America,  iu  general.’ 

The  careful  reader  of  that  Preamble  and  Resolution 
will  not  fail  to  see,  in  every  portion  of  them,  only  In- 
dependence very  thinly  disguised  ; 2 and  he  will  not 
be  surprised  to  learn  that  those,  within  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  who  were  most  desirous  of  effecting 
a Reconciliation  with  tire  Mother  Country,  were  most 
resolute  in  opposing  the  adoption  of  them  ; 3 nor 


1 Journal  of  the  Continental  Cotojres*,  “ Wednesday,  May  15,  177'  .” 

2 “ Great  Britain  has  at  last  driven  Amelia  to  the  last  step  : a com- 
44  plete  separatum  from  her,  a total,  ahso-Iu.te  Independence,  not  only 

44  of  her  Parliament,  hat  of  her  Crown,  for  such  Ls  tbo  amount  of  the 
“ Hettolvt*  of  the  15th.  Confederation  among  ourselves  or  Alliances 

4‘  with  foreign  nations  are  not  necessary  to  a perfect  separation  from 
44  Britain  ; that  is  ejected  by  extinguishing  all  authority  under  the 
44  Crown,  Parliament,  and  Nation,  as  the  Resolution  for  instituting 
44  Governments  has  done,  to  all  intents  and  purposes.  Confederation 
44  will  bo  necessary  for  our  internal  concord,  and  Alliances  may  be 
44  60  for  our  external  defense.” — (John  Adams  to  Mrs.  A>ltnnst  “Pinr.v- 
44  nr.M  iiiA,  May  17,  177<>.”) 

As  the  writer  of  this  paragraph  wan  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
who  framed  the  Preamble,  and  as  lie  probably  wrote  it,  there  need 
b«  no  bettor  authority  concerning  tbo  intent  of  him  who  framed  it, 
as  well  as  concerning  his  understanding  of  the  meaning  and  of  the 
consequences  "f  it. 

See,  also,  Si>‘i>h*n  !!>>]> kin*  to  (Jovt  ruor  Cottier,  of  lihod-.’  Islan<lt  “Pim  v- 
44  dku'Kia,  May  15,  1776.” 

* The  Delegation  from  Pennsylvania,  subacqiioutly  such  determined 


1 that,  after  they  had  been  adopted,  those  of  the  Dele- 
I gation  from  the  Colony  of  New  York  who  had  been 
among  those  who  had  opposed  that  favorable  action, 
i very  soon  retired  from  their  seats  iu  the  Continental 
j Congress  and  occupied  seats  in  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress of  New  York,*  where,  by  means  of  a similar 
| line  of  action,  adverse  to  the  adoption  of  a new  form 
; of  local  Government  and  to  the  evidently  approaching 
i question  of  Independence,  both  those  radical  meas- 
| ures  might  be  successfully  opposed,  at  least  until  the 
| Royal  Commissioners  whom  the  Home  Government 
had  sent  to  effect  a Reconciliation,  should  have  arrived 
I and  presented  their  proposals,  and  until  those  who 
| were  anxious  to  figure,  in  New  York  and  at  London, 
as  diplomatists  and  as  peace-makers,  rather  than  as 
! friends  or  promoters  of  Independence,  should  have 
had  an  opportunity  to  dispense  with  Independence  ; 
to  restore  the  old  order  of  the  Colonial  Government, 
with  here  and  there  a revision  which  would  be  favor- 
able to  themselves  or  to  their  faction  ; aud  to  establish 
for  themselves,  at  least,  such  a substantial  claim  on 
the  gratitude  of  the  Crown  and  of  the  Nation,  as 
would  ensure  to  them  the  control  of  the  restored  Col- 
onial Governments,  at  home,  if  not  something  more 
acceptable,  abroad.5 

. 

opponents  of  Independence,  wore  resolute  oppo*ers  of  this  Preamble 
aud  Resolution,  und  declined  to  vote  on  it,  ‘‘as  far  as  was  in  their 
‘‘power,  withdrawing  the  Province  from  this  uuion  of  the  Colonies, 
44  both  iu  council  and  action.” — (The  Philadelphia  Committee  to  the  Com- 
mittees of  the  rural  Counties  of  Pennsylvania,  4*  Philadelphia,  May  21, 
44  1776.”)  The  majority  of  the  Delegates  from  New*  York  subsequently 
repeated  their  opposition  to  the  measure,  in  the  Provincial  Congress 
of  that  Colony,  where,  also,  their  opposition  to  the  Resolution  of 
i Independence  was  so  peculiarly  conspicuous.  Although  we  have  found 
no  record  of  the  action  of  the  Delegations  from  New  Jersey  and  Mary- 
land, on  that  particular  question,  the  subsequent  action  of  the  local 
revolutionary  bodies,  in  those  Colonies,  concerning  those  Delegations, 
leaves  no  room* for  doubt  concerning  what  the  action  of  their  respective 
Delegations  had  been. 

4 John  Alsop  and  Francis  Lew  is  took  seats  in  the  Provincial  Congress, 
on  the  twentieth  of  May  ; John  Jay  appeared  on  the  twenty-fifth  of 
that  month  ; James  Duane,  who  had  some  other  place  in  the  Conti* 

; nental  service,  showed  himself  on  the  second  of  June;  and  Philip 
| Livingstou  lingered  until  the  eighth  of  June — all  of  them  were  there 
in  season  to  accomplish,  as  far  as  the  Provincial  Cougress  of  New 
York  could  be  employed  in  such  a work,  all  they  had  set  out  to  do, 
in  the  work  of  procrastination,  of  reconciliation  with  the  Mother 
Country,  aiul  of  continued  Colonial  dependence. 

5 44  Things  have  come  to  such  a pass,  now,  as  to  convince  us  that  we 
44  have  nothing  more  to  oped  from  the  justice  of  Great  Britain  ; also, 
44  that  she  is  capable  of  the  most  delusive  arts  ; for  l am  satisfied  thut 
4‘  no  Commissioners  ever  were  designed,  except  Hessians  and  other 
44  foreigners ; and  that  the  idea  was  only  to  deceive  and  throw  us  off 
44  our  guard.  The  first  has  been  too  effectually  accomplished,  as  many 
44  members  of  Congress,  in  short,  the  representation  of  whole  Provinces, 
'‘are  still  feeding  themselves  uj>oti  the  dainty  food  of  reconciliation  ; 
41  and,  though  they  will  not  allow  t at  the  exiwctation  of  it  has  any 
44  influence  upon  their  judgment  with  respect  to  their  preparations  for 
‘‘defence,  it  is  but  too  obvious  that  it  has  an  operation  upon  every  part 
44  of  their  conduct,  and  is  u clog  to  their  proceedings.  It  is  not  m 
44  the  Datura  of  thiugs  t<>  bo  otherwise;  for  no  man  that  entertains 

j 44  a hope  of  seeing  this  dispute  speedily  and  equitably  adjusted  by 
44  Commissioners  will  go  to  the  same  expense  and  run  the  same  hazards 
44  t*»  prcjMiro  for  the  worst  event,  as  he  who  Udievcs  that  he  must 
“conquer,  or  submit  to  unconditional  terms  and  the  like  concomitants, 
44  such  us  confiscation,  hanging,  and  the  like.”  (fienerol  I Y>o-himjb.n  to 
hie i brother,  Ainjmtiue  \\’w>himjOnit  44  Pn:  I.  a of Till  i \,  111  May,  1770.”) 
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Although  an  official  copy  of  that  Preamble  ami 
Resolution  was  evidently  sent  to  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress of  New  York,  no  mention  was  made  of  the  re- 
ceipt of  it,  on  the  Journal*  of  that  body  ; but,  on  tile 
twenty-fourth  of  May,  “ the  order  of  the  dav  being 
“ read,  the  Congress  proceeded  to  take  into  eonsidera- 
“ tion  ” the  Resolution  and  the  general  subject  to 
which  it  particularly  related.' 

* * * * * * 

The  Provincial  Congress  having  “ considered  ” the 
Report,  it  also  adopted  it,  evidently  without  debate 
or  a division  of  the  house, — Westehester-countv  was 
unrepresented  in  that  exceedingly  important  vote, 
owing  to  the  absence  of  a quorum  of  its  Deputation ; 
— and,  after  the  Congress  had  ordered  the  Resolutions 
to  be  published  in  all  the  newspapers  in  the  Colony 
and  in  handbills,  the  latter  for  distribution  in  the 
rural  Counties,2  it  appears  to  have  dismissed  the 
entire  subject  from  its  further  attention. 

The  Resolutions  which  were  thus  adopted  and  pub- 
lished, form  t lie  foundation  of  the  entire  structure  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  New  York,  in  all  its 
varied  forms;  and,  for  that  reason,  we  have  not 
hesitated  to  find  places,  in  this  narrative,  for  all 
which  concerned  them.  We  are  not  insensible  of  tlie 
fact,  however,  that  the  fair  words  which  they  contain 
were  deceptive;  that  the  voice  and  the  votes  to  which 
the  election  of  the  proposed  founders  of  a State  was 
thus  referred,  were  not  those  of  ‘‘the  Inhabitants” 
who  had  figured  so  largely  in  the  preliminary  Report, 
but  only  those  of  the  Freeholders  and  those  of  the 
tenantry  who  were  of  the  wealthier  class,  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  the  tenantry  of  small  properties  and  of 
the  Mechanics  and  Working-men  of  tlie  Colony,  and 
certainly  to  the  exclusion  of  those  who  had  been  offi- 
cially proscribed  and  officially  outraged,  and  for  whom, 
under  subsequent  action  of  the  Congress,  yet  more 
atrocious  proscription  and  persecution  and  outrage 
were  held  in  reserve.  We  are  not  insensible,  also, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  seeming  eagermss  of  its 
authors,  at  that  time,  to  remove  the  “many  and  great 
“inconveniences,”  as  well  as  that  power  of  despotic 
oppression  and  tyranny  which  “attended  the  mode  of 
“Government  by  Congress  and  Committees,”  of  some 
of  which  “inconveniences”  and  despotism  the  reader 
has  been  already  made  acquainted,  they  were  not 
subsequently  so  eager — they  certainly  loitered  over 
their  work  until  alter  the  Royal  Commissioners  had 
exhausted  their  ingenuity  as  well  as  their  authority 
in  fruitless  efforts  to  effect  a Reconciliation  and  to 
restore  harmony  between  the  Colonies  and  the  Mother 
Country  ; and,  even  at  that  later  day,  John  Morin 
Scott  and  Alexander  McDougal  and  others  of  the 
same  chess  having,  meantime,  obtained  other  places 


' Jourtutl  of  the:  Cotujre**,  “ Dio  Veneris,  9 ho.,  A.M.,  Muy 

24,  1776." 

- Jon nt of  the  Provincial  Cougrt-**  " Dio  Yeueri?,  -I  ho.,  1*.  M.,  May 
31,  1776.” 


which  filled  their  expectations,  the  puny  thine  which 
i was  created  and  entitled  The  Constitution  of  the  ,v  v 
of  Neu  York,  was  introduced  to  the  world, and  fostered 
; by  political  midwives  anti  wetnurses  who  cared  mail- 
ing for  it  beyond  what  they  could  severally  make 
from  it.  Most  of  all,  we  are  not  insensible  of  the 
fact  that,  notwithstanding  all  tlie  fine  words,  concern- 
ing the  “People”  and  the  “Inhabitants”  and  their 
unquestionable  political  authority,  which  were  in- 
cluded in  the  Resolutions,  the  oligarchic  authors  of 
those  Resolutions  carefully  reserved  to  themselves, 

| the  sole  authority  to  determine  whether  a Constitution 
: should  or  should  not  be  created ; and  t<>  determine,  also, 
if  they  should  consider  a Constitution  were  necessary 
and  proper,  in  what  words  and  with  what  provisions 
J that  Constitution  should  be  composed;  without  the 
i slightest  recognition  of  any  existing  Right  or  author-' 
ity,  in  the  constituent  “People”  or  “Inhabitants,"  to 
| consider  all  such  action  of  those  who  pretended  to  be 
the  “ representatives”  of  that  “People”  or  of  those 
i “ Inhabitants,”  and  to  ratify  and  approve  or  to  dis- 
; allow  and  reject  the  same,  or  any  portion  thereof,  at 
i its  or  their  pleasure,  as  might  be  done  by  the  recog- 
j nized  sovereign  power;  and  as, in  this  instance,  it  cer- 
| tainly  should  have  been  done.'*  It  will  be  seen,  liere- 
j after,  in  what  manner  the  “oligarchy”  who  was  seated 
i in  the  Provincial  Congress,  controlling  the  affairs  of 
; the  Colony  in  their  own  interest,,  and  who  intended 
to  be  re-elected,  betrayed  both  the  “Inhabitants”  and 
j the  “People,”  in  imposing  upon  both,  a new  form  of 
j Government,  without  their  consent,  but  not  until 
i their  own  purposes  to  secure  their  own  ends  through 
the  older  Colonial  form,  had  become  unsuccessful. 

The  subject  of  a new  form  of  Government  was 
scarcely  disposed  of,  when,  on  the  fourth  of  June,  the 
same  “Society  of  Mechanics  in  Union,”  so  called, 
whom  the  master-spirits  of  the  Committee  of  Fiftv- 
one  had  deceived  and  betrayed— the  same  who  was 
composed  of  the  fragments  of  that,  phantom  which 
had  been  known  by  the  general  title  of  “The  Sons  of 


3 This  peculiarity  of  the  Resolutions  of  the  Provincial  Congress  di  i not 
| escape  the  vigil;' nt  attention  of  the  Working  men  and  tenants  of  on!  v 
j small  properties,  within  the  City  of  N*  w-York — of  those  very  ‘ * poor 
{ ‘‘reptiles”  of  whom  Gouverncur  Morris  had  written  to  Mr.  P-nn,  in 
| May,  1774,  i ' rule  jmgc  12,  nntc\  — and  only  with  whose  very  acceptable 
: help,  the  Delegation  to  the  Continental  Congress  of  1774  bad  managed 
; to  secure  their  seats  in  that  body.  Whate\er  may  have  been  their  stand  - 
j tag  in  the  serial  scale  of  aristocracy,  but  for  the  cooperation  of  th  *se 
! who  constituted  the  so  culled,  “Society  of  Mechanics  in  Union,’*  there 
| would  have  been  no  place  for  either  James  Duane  or  John  Jay  in  the 
! Continental  Congress  of  1774  or  in  that  similar  Congress  which  su  ve*-  !-•! 

' it;  nn<l  without  their  assent  and  approval,  corruptly  secured,  in  everv  in* 
i stance  except  one,  tlio  memls  rs  of  the  Delegation  to  the  firs: -named  of 
1 those  Congresses,  if  not  those  to  both,  ha  l lived  in  fretful  obscurity,  ana 
have  died  as  their  resj  tetivo  ancestors  had  died,  “unwept,  unh  mon  I,  an  ! 
“unsung.”  There  was  afitn-ss,  therefore,  in  the  alarm  of  these  Working- 
men of  the  City  «*f  New  York,  bemuse  of  the  contemptuous  disregard 
of  their  political  Rights,  by  those,  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  who  were 
only  the  creatures  of  their  plebeian  will  and  the  administrators  of  their 
| inherent  authority.  The  Address  of  the  Society,  which  those  working- 
i men  subsequently  presented  t«»  the  Provincial  Congre**,  on  that  sul-j-  't, 
a master-piece  of  politieal  reasoning,  has  been  preserved  in  the  archive? 

* of  the  State,  and  will  be  referred  t»»  hereafter. 
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Liberty,”  and  from  whom  has  procceiled  that  e 

it  body,  still  existing,  which  is  distinguished  b\ 
jilt'  title  of  “The  General  Society  of  Mechanics  and 
■‘Tradesmen  of  the  City  of  New  York-’— presented 
nil  Address  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  on  the  subject 
of  Independence. 

The  signers  of  that  Address,  the  first  movement 
concerning  Independence  in  the  Provincial  Congress,  j 
stated  that  they  were  devoted  friends  to- their  bleed- 
ing country;  that  they  were  afflicted  by  beholding 
her  struggling  under  heavy  loads  of  oppression  and 
tyranny,  and  the  more  so,  when  they  viewed  the 
iron  hand  lifted  up  against  her;  that  their  Prince 
was  deaf  to  J'etdions  for  interposing  his  Royal  author- 
ity for  redressing  their  grievances;  that  one  year  had  , 
not  sufficed  to  satisfy  the  rage  of  a cruel  Ministry,  in  | 
their  bloody  pursuits  designed  to  reduce  them  to  he  j 
slaves  taxed  by  them,  without  their  consent  ; that,  ! 
therefore,  they  rather  wished  to  separate  from,  than  j 
to  continue  connected  with,  such  oppressors;  and 
they  declared  that  if  the  Provincial  Congress  should 
think  proper  to  instruct  their  Delegates  in  the  Con-  j 
tinental  Congress  to  use  their  utmost  endeavors,  in 
that  august  assembly,  to  cause  these  United  Colonies 
to  become  independent  of  Great  Britain,  it  would 
give  them  the  highest  satisfaction ; and  they  sincerely 
promised  to  support  the  same  with  their  lives  and 
fortunes.1 

A snow-storm  in  Summer  would  not  have  been 
more  unwelcome  to  the  cultivators  of  tlie  soil,  than 
that  Address  was  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  since 
Independence  and  the  much  coveted  Reconciliation 
with  Great  Britain  were  wholly  irreconcilable ; and, 
without  even  the  usual  courtesy  of  a consideration  of 
either  the  Address  or  the  very  important  subject  to 
which  it  related,  by  a Committee  of  the  Congress — 
why  should  “the  poor  reptiles”  who  had  written  and 
presented  such  an  Address  receive  such  attention  and 
enjoy  such  consideration  as  a reference  of  their 
Address  and  of  their  plea  to  a Committee  of  the 
Congress,  would  have  indicated,  although  such  a 
reference  was  usual  and  nothing  more  than  respectful 
in  matters  of  so  much  importance? — an  Answer  was 
made  by  the  President  of  the  Congress,  orally;  and 
a copy  of  it  was  evidently  given  to  Lewis  Thibou  j 
[lends  Tiebout,  /]  by  whom  the  Address  had  been  j 
read,  at  the  head  of  “a  number  of  citizens  who  style  ! 
“themselves  a ‘Committee  of  Mechanics,’”  before 
the  Provincial  Congress  itself. 

As  the  “oligarchy”  which  constituted  that  Con-  j 
gross  had  resorted  to  the  extraordinary  precaution  of  | 
requiring  the  proposed  Address  to  be  delivered  to  it,  | 
for  its  “ inspection,”  in  order  that  that  aristocratic  i 
body  should  “ discover  whether  it  is  proper  for  this 
“ Congress  to  receive  the  same” — the  bearers  of  it, 
meanwhile,  dancing  an  attendance,  outside,  before  a 

1 Junni'tl  <>f  thr‘  l'rovinci.il  Con>jvcan,  “ Die  Murtis,  9 ho.,  A.M.,  Juue  4, 


closed  door — he ffi re  it  would  permit  the  Mechanics  to 
enter  the  Chamhi-r  in  which  it  was  -itting,  to  present 
their  Address  and  to  read  it,  there  had  been  ample 
time  to  prepare  the  Answer,  in  season  for  the  oral 
delivery  of  it,  from  the  Chair;  and  there  was  one 
Deputy  present,  and  only  one,  who  was  capable  of 
writing  that  Answer,  in  the  terms  in  which  it  was 
constituted.2 

That  Answer  was  in  these  remarkable  words: 

“lx  Provixcuai.  Congress,  June  4,  1776. 

“ Sir  : 

“ We  consider  the  Mechanics  in  Union  as  a volun- 
tary Association  of  a number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
“this  City,  who  are  warmly  attached  to  the  cause  of 
“Liberty.  We  flatter,  ourselves,  however,  that  neither 
“that  Association  nor  their  Committee  will  claim  any 
“authority,  whatsoever,  in  the  public  transactions  of 
“the  present  times;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  they 
“will  ever  be  ready  to  submit  to  that  constitutional 
“authority  which,  by  a free  election,  has  been  vested 
“in  Congress  and  Committees.' 

“This  Congress  is,  at  all  times,  ready  and  willing 
“to  attend  to  every  request  of  their  constituents,  or 
“of  any  part  of  them:  we  are  of  opinion  that  the 
“Continental  Congress,  alone,  have  that  enlarged 
“view  of  our  political  circumstances  which  will  eua- 
“ble  them  to  decide  upon  those  measures  which  are 
“ necessary  for  the  general  welfare:  we  cannot  pre- 
“sume,  by  any  instructions,  to  make  or  declare  any 
“Resolutions  or  Declarations,  upon  a so  general  and 
“momentous  concern;  but  are  determined  patiently 
“ to  await  and  firmly  to  abide  by  whatever  a majority 
“of  that  august  body  shall  think  needful.  We,  tliere- 
“fore,  cannot  presume  to  instruct  the  Delegates  of 
“this  Colony,  upon  the  momentous  question  to  which 
“your  Address  refers,  until  we  are  informed  that  it  is 
“brought  before  the  Continental  Congress  and  the 
“sense  of  this  Colony  be  required  through  this  Con- 
gress.” 3 

To  that  contemptuous  Answer,  the  Mechanics  in 
Union,  ten  days  afterwards,  [June  14,  1776.]  sent  a 
second  Address,  Id  reply,  in  which,  under  cover  of  an 
inquiry  concerning  one  of  the  Resolutions  of  the 
Provincial  Congress  relating  to  a proposed  establish- 


2 John  Jay  was  not  in  bis  seat,  in  the  Provincial  C- Tigress,  'hiring  that 
entire  day  ; and,  therefore,  he  had  wo  hand  in  it.  John  Morin  Scott  was 
present  ; hut  no  one  vs  ill  pretend  that  such  a sturdy  sycophant  of  the 
popular  element  as  he,  would  have  ventured  to  have  w ritten  su  h a paj>er, 
so  contemptuously  disrespectful  of  that  groat  class  of  generally  unfran- 
chised Working-men.  The  President  of  the  Congress,  General  Wo*k11iu1I, 
of  Suffolk,  was  nut  lmn’dy  with  the  pen;  and  he  possessed  no  such  ani- 
mosity against  “ the  lower  classes,”  as  is  seen  in  this  .lustrer.  It  remuiued, 
therefore,  to  the  high  toned,  “well  born’  Deputy  from  Westchester - 
county,  Gouwrnour  Morris  -the  same  who  had  stood  in  the  window  of 
the  Coffee-house,  on  the  nineo  nth  of  May,  ITT  1,  and,  thence,  had  stud- 
ied the  rising  power  of  the  democracy,  whom  he  loathed  *— to  write  the 
Answer  of  the  Congress  ; aiul  it  was,  unquestionably,  he  who  did  it. 

zjvurmil  of  the  Provincial  Cumjrtms,  “Die  Mart  is,  'J  ho.,  A.M  , June  4, 
“ 1770.” 


* Vi  le  page  1-,  ante. 
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irient  of  a new  form  of  Government,  hut  in  wopls  nmi 
in  terms  which  entitled  the  ArtUan-uuthor  of  it  to  the 
highest  honors,  the  generally  unfranehi-eil  Working- 
men of  the  City  of  New  York  manfully  declared  their 
Rights,  us  a portion  of  that  body  of  the  People, 
throughout  the  Colony,  in  whom,  they  considered, 
were  vested  the  original  power  and  the  >ouree  of  all 
political  authority,  within  the  Colony;  denounced  the 
assumption,  by  either  of  the  Congresses  or  any  of  the 
Committees,  of  an  authority  over  and  beyond  that 
which  had  been  delegated  to  them,  as  illegal  and  de- 
struetive  of  the  ends  sought  to  be  secured  bv  the 
creation  ot  those  several  bodies;  anil  warning  the 
Provincial  Congress  ol  the  necessary  conse'pienees  of 
.such  an  usurpation.  That  Reply,  most  respectful  in 
its  tone  while  it  was  most  overwhelming  in  its  facts 
and  in  its  argument,  was  evidently  not  permitted  to 
be  presented  to  the  Provincial  Congress;  and,  without 
the  slightest  notice  on  the  official  Journal  of  that 
body— probably,  without  the  slightest  official  action 
by  the  Congress— it  was  buried  in  the  files  of  that 
“oligarchic”  body,  to  await  a resurrection  in  these 
later  days.1 

On  the  following  day,  [June  5,  1776,]  the  Provincial 
Congress  was  pestered,  again,  with  that  obnoxious 
subject  of  Independence;  but,  on  that  occasion,  the 
aristocratic  Colonial  Convention  of  Virginia  was  the 
unwelcome  claimant  on  its  attention ; and,  con- 
sequently, it  was  constrained  to  be  more  civil  in  its 
words  and  more  respectful  in  its  demeanor  than  it  had 
been,  on  the  day  before,  when  the  plebeian  Working- 
men of  the  City  in  which  it  was  seated  had  addressed 
it,  respectfully,  on  the  same  subject. 

The  message  which  the  letter  of  Edmund  Pendleton 
had  conveyed  to  the  Provincial  Congress  was  the 
celebrated  and  well-known  Resolutions  of  that  Con- 
vention, adopted  on  the  fifteenth  of  May  preceding, 
through  which  the  Delegation  from  Virginia,  in  the 
Continental  Congress,  was  instructed  “ to  declare  the 
“United  Colonies  free  and  independent  States,  ab- 
solved from  all  allegiance  to  or  dependence  upon 
“the  Crown  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain ; and 
“that  it  give  the  assent  of  this  Colony  to  such  Decla- 
“ ration,  and  to  whatever  measures  maybe  thought 
“ proper  and  necessary,  by  the  Congress,  for  forming 
“ foreign  alliances  and  a Confederation  of  the  Colonies, 
“ at  such  time  aud  in  the  mauneras  to  tlu-m  Mall  seem 
“ best ; Provided,  That  the  power  of  forming  Go  vern- 
“ merit  for  and  the  regulation  of  the  internal  concerns 
“of  each  Colony  be  left  to  the  respective  Colonial 
“Legislatures and  the  Provincial  Congress  ordered 

'This  admirable  Reply  to  the  Ansirer  uf  the  Provincial  Congress,  which 
wan  more  especially  devoted  to  the  proposal  of  that  l>odv  to  impose  a new 
form  of  Government  on  tho  Colon}'  or  State,  without  having  submitted 
it  to  tho  hotly  of  thy  People,  for  ratification  or  rejection,  was  in  these 
words : 

•******«♦# 

- Journal  of  a Convention  of  T^elegnles  from  the  Countuu  u>i »/  ( ’ «rp«  r<  itu  >m.« 
in  the  Colony  uf  \ irgini  it  toll  nt  lit*  Capitol,  in  the  City  <f  H i mu+burjh  , 
“Wednesday  May  If),  177t).“ 


“ that  John  Jay  and  Gouvt  rneur  Morris  he  a Commit- 
“ tee  to  prepare  a draft  of  an  answer  to  it,  and  to 
“report  the  same ’’ 3 — without  the  u~uul  injunction, 
“ with  all  convenient  speed,”  however,  since  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  was  not  in  a hurry  to  consider  the 
subject  of  Independence ; and  it  would  not  be  so,  at 
least  until  what  it  evidently  preferred,  the  question  of 
Reconciliation,  should  have  been  met  and  finally  dis- 
posed of. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  day  succeeding  that  on 
which  the  Resolutions  from  Virginia  had  been  re- 
ceived, [June  6,  1776,]  the  Committee  to  whom  those 
Resolutions  hail  been  referred,  reported  an  answer  to 
the  letter  of  Edmund  Pendleton  which  had  covered 
them  -ati  answer  which  was  just  as  icy  cold  and  for- 
mal as  the  Answer  to  “the  Mechanics  in  Union,”  two 
days  before,  had  been;  and  which  told,  as  distinctly 
as  the  other  had  told,  how  entirely  obnoxious  to  the 
aristocratic  leaders  of  the  Rebellion,  in  New  York, 
the  proposition  for  Independence  from  Great  Britain 
had  been.  It  simply  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the 
Resolutions  and  that  of  the  letter  which  had  covered 
them,  saying,  also,  that  they  had  been  communicated 
to  the  Provincial  Congress,  by  whom  “ they  would  be 
“ considered  with  all  the  deliberation  due  to  the  im- 
“ portance  of  the  subject ; ” that  the  Congress  thanked 
the  Convention  of  Virginia  for  its  attention  ; and  that 
the  latter  was  “assured  that  the  Congress  of  this  Col- 
“ony  will  invariably  adopt  and  pursue  every  measure 
“which  may  tend  to  promote  the  union  and  secure 
“the  rights  and  happiness  of  the  United  Colonies.”  4 * * * * * * 11 

Four  days  after  the  Resolutions  of  the  Convention 


3 Journal  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  “ Die  Mercurii,  9 ho.,  A.M.,  June 

“ 5,  1770.  n 

* Journal  of  the  Provincial  Cmyress,  “Die  Jovis,  9 ho.,  A.M.,  June  6, 

With  this  simple  record  of  one  of  the  coldest  specimens  uf  polite  disa- 
greement with  another,  on  record,  before  him,  the  reader  will  hardly  be 
prepared  to  read  what  Bancroft  has  written  of  the  reception  of  the  Res- 
olutions from  Virginia  and  of  John  Jay's  treatment  of  them.  Ili>  words 

were  these:  But  early  in  June,  the  >«  w York  Congress  had  to  pass 

“ upon  the  Virginia  proposition  of  Independence.  This  was  the  moment 
“that  showed  the  firmness  and  the  purity  of  Jay  : the  darker  the  hour, 

“ the  more  ho  stood  ready  to  cheer;  the  greater  the  danger,  the  more 
“ pr  of : 1 v I1*'  stopped  forward  tu  gwi  ie.  lie  bud  insisted  ou  the  duubt- 
“ ful  measure  of  a second  P'ji^./u  .'■>  the  King  with  no  latent  wcaku<  m of 
“ purpose  or  ••owardice  of  b. art.  The  hope  of  obtaining  redress  h.i  I 
“gone;  he  coul  i.  now,  with  p'-rfect  peace  of  mind,  give  free  scope  to  the 
“ earnestness  ol  his  convictions.  Though  it  had  bc*»n  necessary  for  him 
“to  perish  as  a martyr,  he  could  nut  and  he  would  not  swerve  from  his 
“sense  of  duty.” — (History  of  the  (’„U»  ,J  Mate*,  original  edition,  v.ii.,  439 ; 
the  same,  c entenary  edition,  v , 305.) 

The  entire  reply  to  the  Contention  of  Virginia,  excluding  the  date  an  l 
the  signature,  occupies  twelve  lines  of  a narrow  column,  including  the 
half-lines  of  two  j>aragni{>hs  All  which  it  contained,  concerning  Inde- 
pendence, was  a formal  acknowledgment  of  tho  receipt  of  the  letter  and 
of  the  Resolutions,  “which  were  immediately  communicated  to  the  Cor.- 

11  gress  of  this  Colony,  and  will  he  con.-id«-red  by  them  with  all  the  de- 
“ liU-ration  duo  to  the  importance  of  the  subject."  Nothing  more  than 
that  was  said  or  done,  on  the  subject  of  Independence,  in  connection  w;th 
the  Result! t i from  Vi  rgi i , n i n con i lion  w i u • 

relative  to  that  subject,  until  th*-  Congress  was  crowded  into  a considera- 
tion of  it,  by  an  entirely  di  He  rent  agency,  several  days  ufterwards. 

Yel  this  is  “ history,"  us  Bancroft  understand-  tho  meaning  of  that 
term. 


. 
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y,t  Virginia  had  been  thus  quieted,  [June  10,  1770,1 
,>■ ,.  j’rovineial  Congress  was  further  vexed,  on  the 
.•rowing  subject  of  IiKlependence,  by  the  receipt  of 
following  brief  note  from  those  of  the  Delegates 
0f  the  Colony  who  were,  then,  in  Philadelphia: 

“ Philadelphia,  June  8,  177b. 

•-  Pi: ak  Sir  : 

*■  Vour  Delegates,  here,  expect  that  the  question  of 
••  Independence  will,  very  shortly,  be  agitated  in 
•‘(’ongress.  Some  of  us  consider  ourselves  as  bound 
“by  our  instructions  not  to  vote  on  that  question! 
"and  all  of  us  wish  to  have  your  sentiments  thereon. 

“The  matter  will  admit  of  no  delay;  we  have, 
11  therefore,  sent  an  express  who  will  wait  your 
“ orders. 

“We  are,  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

“Your  most  obt.  hum.  servts. 
“William  Floyd, 
“Henry  Wisner, 

“Robt.  R.  Livingston, 
“Frans.  Lewis. 

“To  Nathaniel  Woodiiull,  Esq.,  Prest. 

“ of  the  Hon. the  Convention  of  New- York.”  1 

This  letter  was  received,  early  in  the  morning,  and 
the  Provincial  Congress,  very -leisurely,  read  it,  in 
secret  Session  ; and,  notwithstanding  the  urgency  for 
speedy  action  which  accompanied  it,  that  was  all 
which  was  done,  concerning  Independence,  at  that  Ses- 
sion.2 Late  in  the  afternoon,  the  Congress  very  lei- 
surely returned  to  the  subject;  and,  then,  it  indulged 
itself  by  hearing  the  reading  of  the  letter,  a second 
time;  by  listening,  while  the  Clerk  read  the  powers 
of  the  Provincial  Congress,  which  were  very  briefly 
presented  in  the  Resolutions  calling  for  the  election 
of  its  members;3  and  by  hearing  the  same  stately 
oflicial  read  the  powers  of  the  Delegates  of  the  Colony 
in  the  Continental  Congress,4  clo.-ung  its  desperate 


1 Journal  of  the  Provincial  Omgress^  “ Die  Luna*,  0 ho.,  A. M.,  June  10, 
“ 1770.  ’ 

2 Ibid. 

3 It  was  stated  in  the  Credentials  of  the  Deputies  from  Orange-county 
that  the  Resolutions  of  the  second  Provincial  Congress,  providing  for  the 
election  of  the  third  Provincial  Congress  and  defining  its  authority,  were 
adopted  on  the  twelfth  of  March  preceding;  but  there  is  no  mention  of 
the  adoption  of  any  lb  .solutions  whate\er,  on  that  subject,  ou  that  or  any 
ot la  r day,  oil  tl,-  published  Journal  oj  Cnc  nr.-nul  Prru'in-  t,  a Conarc ■•<*. 

Again  : we  have  not  found  on  that  Journal,  any  definition  of  the  au- 
thority of  the  third  of  those  Congresses—  that,  authority  which,  in  the 
t'-xt,  the  Secretary  is  said  to  have  read,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  tenth  of 
June— but  the  Credentials  of  the  Deputies  from  Ki-ngs-county,  compared 
with  those  of  the  Deputies  from  Orange -county,  indicate  that  the  author- 
ity sought  to  he  delegated  to  that  third  Provincial  Cougi  ss  by  its  con- 
stituent Counties,  under  the  Resolutions  providing  far  their  t-k-ction, 
in  1 uded  “full  powers,  in  behalf  of  the  said  County,  to  appoint  Delegates 
“ to  n* present  the  Colony  in  the  Continental  Congress,  and  to  make  such 
“ orders  and  lake  such  measures  us  they  shall  judge  necessary,  not  n.  pug- 
* mint  to  or  inconsistent  with  any  Rules  or  Orders  of  the  Continental 
**  Ci.ngress,  for  the  preservation  of  the  Rights,  Liberties  and  Privileges  of 
‘‘lie*  inhabitants  of  this  Colony. ” 

These,  or  their  equivalents,  were,  undoubtedly,  what  the  Secretary  read 
totim  Provincial  Congress,  as  stated  in  the  text. 

s “The  lowers  *if  the  Delegates  at  Continental  Congress, ’’  which  until 

it  beeurms  convenient  to  refer  to  them  in  order  t<>  promote  a Selfish  end. 


! cflbrt  to  make  haste  slowly,  in  spending  “some  time, 
“ in  the  consideration  of  the  letter  ’’  of  the  Delega- 
tion,5 without,  however,  taking  any  action  whatever, 
j on  it  or  on  the  subject  to  which  it  referred. 

Nothing  whatever  was  done  by  the  Provincial  Con- 
I gress,  concerning  the  letter  of  the  Delegates  nor  con- 
! cerning  Independence,  on  the  following  morning, 
' [June  11,  177G;]6  but,  during  the  afternoon  of  that 
dav,  with  that  peculiar  disregard  for  those  with  whom 
he  was  associated  which  invariably  distinguished 
John  Jay  from  all  others,  that  Deputy  presented 
j “several  Resolutions  on  the  subject  of  Independ- 
ence,” which  were  seconded  by  Colonel  Henry 
Remsen,  of  the  City  of  New  York,  “again  read  by 
• “paragraphs,  amended,  and  agreed  to,  and  are  in  the 
1 “words  following,  to  wit:7 


i 


i 


“Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  good  people 
“of  this  Colony  have  not,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
“Congress,  authorized  this  Congress  or  the  Delegates 
“of  this  Colony  in  the  Continental  Congress  to  de- 
“ clare  this  Colony  to  be  and  continue  independent  of 
“the  Crown  of  Great  Britain. 

“ But  whereas  the  perseverance  of  the  British 
“ King  and  Parliament,  in  an  unjustifiable  attempt  to 
“subjugate  and  enslave  these  United  Colonies,  may 
“render  a determination  ou  that  and  many  other  im- 
“ portant  points  highly  necessary  and  expedient,  and 
“ a recurrence  to  the  people  at  large,  for  their  senti- 
“ merits  on  every  great  question  that  may  occur  in 
“the  course  of  the  present  contest  would  be  very 
“ inconvenient  to  them,  and  probably  be  attended 
“ with  dangerous  delay  : 

“ Resolved,  unanimously,  therefore,  That  it  be 
“ and  it  is  hereby  earnestly  recommended  to  all  the 
“ Freeholders  and  other  Electors  in  this  Colony,  at 
“the  ensuing  Election  to  be  held  in  pursuance  of  a 
“Resolution  of  the  Congress  of  the  thirty-first  day  of 
“ May  last  past,  not  only  to  vest  their  Representa- 
tives or  Deputies  with  the  powers  therein  men- 
tioned, but  also  with  full  power  to  deliberate  and 
“determine  on  every  question  whatever  that  may 
“ concern  or  affect  the  interest  of  this  Colony,  and  to 
“ conclude  upon,  ordain,  and  execute  every  act  and 
“measure  which,  to  them,  shall  appear  conducive  to 
“ the  happiness,  security,  and  welfare  of  this  Colony  ; 
“ and  that  they  hold  and  exercise  the  said  powers  until 
“the  second  Tuesday  of  May  next,  or  until  a regular 
“form  of  Government  for  this  Colony  shall  be  estab- 


1 had  remained  unnotict  l,  were  recited  in  their  Credential*,  in  the  follow- 
ing few  words  : * * * to  meet  the  Delegates  from  the  other  Colo- 
j “ uies,  ami  to  concert  and  determine  upon  such  measures  as  shall  be 
! “judged  most  effectual  for  the  preservation  and  re-establishment  of 
w American  rights  and  privileges,  and  for  the  restoration  of  harmony 
*•  between  Great  Britain  and  tlm  Colonies,"  (Journal  of  the  Provincial 
Convention  “ Die  Sabbati,  11  horu,  A.M.,  April  177."*;  Journal  of  the 
Continental  Con>jre*8t  “Thursday,  3 1 ay  11,  1775. M) 

$ Journal  of  the  Provincial  t'ouyrtM,  “ Monday,  3 P.M.,  June  10,  1776." 
i 6 Journal  of  the  Provincial  Onujretgf1  Tuesday  morning,  New-York,  J one 

I “11,  1776." 

1 "•  Journal  of  th*  Provincial  Conqrc**t  “Tuesday,  P.M.,  June  11,  1776." 
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“ lished,  it)  case  that  event  shall  sooner  take  place.  j 
“And  it  is  further  recommended  to  the  said  Free- 
“ holders  and  Electors,  by  instructions  or  otherwise,  i 
“ to  inform  their  said  Deputies  of  their  sentiments 
“relative  to  the  great  question  of  Independency  and 
“such  other  points  as  they  may  think  proper.”  1 

It  needs  very  little  of  knowledge  in  the  science  of 
politics  to  distinguish,  in  these  Resolutions,  a pro- 
posal that  those  of  the  Colonists,  in  New  York,  who 
were  not  already  proscribed  and  enslaved  by  the 
Resolutions  of  the  Provincial  Congress  adopted  on 
the  fifth  of  June,  six  days  preceding  the  adoption  of 
these  Resolutions,''  should  debase  themselves  and 
voluntarily  become  unqualified  serfs,  before,  and  en- 
tirely subject  to,  as  absolute  and  unbridled  a despot- 
ism as  ever  existed  ; and  that  knowledge  will  serve, 
aho,  to  distinguish  the  author  and  supporters  of  such 
Resolutions,  notwithstanding  the  gauzy  masks  which 
ill-supported  their  shallow  pretensions  to  personal 
and  political  integrity,  as  nothing  else  than  monarch- 
ists of  the  most  pronounced  school  of  absolutism, 
provided,  always,  they  should,  themselves,  be  seated  ! 
very  near  to  the  throne.  There  was  an  appendage  to 
those  Resolutions,  which  rendered  the  entire  move- 
ment still  more  remarkable;  and  the  facts  are  not  the 
less  significant  because  those  who  have  written  of  the 
Resolutions  and  of  those  who  wrote  them  and  pro- 
moted their  passage  through  the  Provincial  Congress, 
have  studiously  concealed  not  ouly  the  license  for  a 
despotism  which  they  contained,  but,  also,  that  secret 
appendage  which  made  entirely  inoperative  all  the 
provisions  which  they  contained  on  the  subject  of  the 
proposed  Independence  of  the  Colonies  from  the 
Mother  Country. 

The  controlling  appendage,  to  which  we  allude  and 
which  has  not  been  heretofore  noticed  by  any  histori- 
cal writer,  was  an  Agreement  which  was  made  be- 
tween the  members  of  the  Provincial  Congress  who 
were  then  present,  John  Jay  having  been  of  the 
number  and  unquestionably  the  leader  in  the  move- 
ment, “ That  the  publishing  of  the  aforegoing  Resolves 


1 P*y  inucntlo,  ifttot  directly,  Bancroft,  by  making  no  moutien  of  the  I 
letter  of  tin*  Delegation  of  the  Colony  in  the  Continental  Congress,  leads  ! 
his  readers  to  suppose  that  these  la-solutions  were  tho  outcome  of  the  | 
"Resolutions  of  the  Convention  -.4  Virginia,  which  had  h»*eit  disposed  j 
of,  as  we  hate  seen,  several  days  previously  and  in  a lesser  number  of  j 
words. 

The  same  writer  describes  these  Resolutions,  after  the  rhetorical  dour-  | 
ish,  concerning  the  author  of  them,  which  we  have  elsewhere  quoted,  ! 
as  “calling  upon  the  Freeholders  and  Klectors  of  tho  Colony  to  confer 
“ on  the  Deputies  whom  they  were  about  to  choose  full  powers  of  admin-  j 
“ istering  Government,  framing  a Constitution,  and  deciding  the  great 
'‘question  of  Independence,"  (JJu*tonj  of  th>-  I'n-hd  Stutc.*,  original  edition, 
viii.,  440;  Mu1  t ime,  centeunial  edition,  v.,  30o.) 

The  vciieruble  author  saw  nothing  of  that  absolute  despotism,  involv- 
lug  “every  question  whatever,”  civil  or  ecclesiastical  or  military,  affect- 
ing u«*t  only  individuals  but  the  aggregate  body  uf  the  inhabitants  of  the 
entire  Colony,  which  those  Resolutions  clearly  and  definitely  esrablisht- 1; 
and  his  eyes  saw  nothing  whatever  of  that  .h/.- which  wiu  appended 
to  them,  which  entirely  dispose  of  his  rhetoric,  and,  as  we  shall  present- 
ly see,  present  John  Jay  in  a somewhat  diflerent  light. 

- Vide  pages  107-171,  ante. 


“be  postponed  until  after  the  Election  of  D-qeitii-* 
“with  power-t  to  establish  a new  form  of  •bivt-rn- 
“ment”-’ — that  is  to  say,  they  were  not  to  be  made 
known  to  the  Freeholders  and  other  voters,  until  alter 
the  Election  at  which  tbe  subject  of  the  proposed 
Independence,  was,  by  virtue  ot  these  Resolutions,  to 
be  submitted  to  the  Electors,  at  the  Polls,  should 
have  been  held. 

A reference  to  the  Resolutions  will  show  to  the 
reader  that,  although  the  question  of  Independence 
formed  the  basis  as  well  as  tiie  top-stone  ot  the  struc- 
ture, they  were  so  contrived  that,  notwithstanding 
that  question  seemed  to  have  been  submitted  to  the 
judgment  of  the  Electors,  at  the  Polls,  that  gra\e  sub- 
ject was  really  made  dependent,  among  the  various 
j other  matters  of  government  of  which  the  Electors 
were  audaciously  asked  to  divest  themselves,  on  the 
unrestrained,  despotic  will  of  the  Provincial  Congress 
I itself;  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  entire  subject  was 
made  “ a rider.”  as  parliamentarians  call  such  motions, 
which  was  to  be  “saddled  ” on  an  Order  which  had 
been  already  made,  for  an  Election,  and  for  an  entirely 
diflerent  purpose.  All  these, because  they  were  open 
and  intelligible  to  every  sensible  Elector,  were  well 
enough;  and  every  such  Elector,  under  the  closing 
paragraph  of  the  last  Resolution,  might  be  reason- 
ably expected,  “ by  instructions  or  otherwise,  to  in- 
“ form  his  Deputy  of  his  sentiments  relative  to  the 
“ great  question  of  Independency  and  such  other 
“ points  as  he  might  think  proper,”  the  aggregate  of 
which  “ instructions  ” might  be  regarded  as  a reason- 
able indication  of  the  will  of  those  who  had  given 
them,  on  the  great  questions  of  a new  form  of  Gov- 
ernment and  of  Independence,  without,  however, 
possessing  any  controlling  power  over  the  oligarchic 
Provincial  Congress,  who  might,  nevertheless,  regard 
or  disregard  that  expressed  will  of  its  constituents 
whenever  and  to  whatever  extent  it  own  unrestrained 
will  should  determine,  the  Resolutions  themselves, 
meanwhile,  affording  a license  to  those  Delegates  who 
remained  in  the  Continental  Congress,  to  continue  to 
withhold  the  assent  of  the  Colony  of  New  York  to 
whatever  action  should  be  taken,  relative  to  Inde- 
pendence, in  that  body.  Vve  say,  all  these  were  well 
enough,  because  they  were  open  and  intelligible  ; and 
if  the  question  of  Independence  had  been,  thereby, 
submitted,  even  indirectly  and  insufficiently,  to  the 
arbitrament  of  the  Electors,  there  would  have  been  an 
appearance,  at  least,  of  fairness  and  consistency  ; but 
John  Jay  had  no  such  intention — he  aimed,  mainly,  to 
hoodwink  those,  in  the  Continental  Congress,  who  were 
anxiously  desiring  the  support  ot  New  York  in  their 
j effort  to  crowd  the  question  of  Independence  through 
that  body,  by  a seeming  fairness  on  that  subject ; 
while,  at  the  same  time,  by  a secret  Agreement  (an 
, action,  l>\  a parliamentary  body,  which  was  unknown 
1 to  parliamentary  law,  and  without  a precedent,)  all 

] * Jownml  of  th<  Prorinccil  (Jougrc **Tiu—  I;iv,  I*. M. , .hint,  11,  ITT1'.  ” 
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.ji  U lie  mid  the  Provincial. Congress  had  done  or  pre- 
!(.:l,h-d  to  have  done,  thereon,  was  made  inoperative, 
I, v withholding  from  the  Electors,  until  alter  the 
Election  at  which  the  Resolutions  were  ordered  to 
lie  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  those  Electors,  all 
knowledge  of  the  existence  of  any  such  Resolutions! 

If  the  Provincial  Congress  possessed  no  authority, 
legal  or  revolutionary,  “to  declare  this  Colony  to  lie 
“and  continue  independent  of  the  Crown  of  Great 
“Britain,”  as  both  common  sense  and  history,  as  well 
us  the  first  of  John  Jay’s  series  of  enabling  Resolu- 
tions, unquestionably  determined,  those  enabling  Res- 
olutions, carefully  concealed  and  rendered  entirely 
inoperative  by  the  Agreement  which  was  subsequently 
appended  to  them,  assuredly  did  not  supply  nor  pro- 
vide for  a supply  of  that  peculiar  authority  which 
John  Jay  and  the  Provincial  Congress,  then,  regarded 
as  necessary,  for  a warrant  for  such  a declaration ; 
and,  consequently,  that  Congress  was,  and  would  ne- 
cessarily continue  to  be,  as  it  had  previously  been, 
without  the  slightest  authority,  legal  or  revolution- 
ary, to  take  any  action  whatever,  which  tended  to- 
ward a separation  of  the  Colony  from  the  Mother 
Country.  The  carefully  concealed  Agreement  accom- 
plished the  evident  purposes  of  its  treacherous  au- 
thors, however;  and  the  Delegation  of  the  Colony  in 
the  Continental  Congress,  at  the  same  time,  was  en- 
abled, by  it,  to  make  its  opposition,  in  that  body,  to 
the  Resolution  and  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  less 
offensive  to  the  majority  of  that  Congress  and  to  the 
revolutionary  elements  throughout  the  Continent; 
but,  notwithstanding  these  successes,  those  Resolu- 
tion.', as  well  as  the  Agreement  which  was  appended 
to  them,  were  deceptive  and  fraudulent  in  their  char- 
acter, and  intended  by  their  author  and  promoters 
for  nothing  else  than  for  the  advancement  of  decep- 
tive and  fraudulent  purposes.  The  reader  will  see, 
very  soon,  with  what  little  respect  the  declaration 
which  formed  the  basis  of  those  Resolutions,  as  well 
as  the  Resolutions  themselves,  was  regarded  by  the 
same  John  Jay  and  by  nearly  the  same  Provincial 
Congress— then  as  deficient  in  authority  “ to  declare 
“ this  Colony  to  be  and  coutinue  independent  of  the 
“Crown  of  Great  Britain,”  as  it  had  been,  twenty- 
eight  days  previously — when,  on  the  ninth  of  July 
succeeding,  they  actually  did  declare  this  Colony  to  be 
and  continue  independent  of  the  Mother  Country 
their  acknowledged  want  of  authority,  from  any 
source,  to  do  any  such  action,  to  the  contrary  not 
withstanding. 

Were  there  any  doubt,  in  any  mind,  concerning  John 
Jay’s  entire  capability  of  practising  the  most  refined 
deceit  and  of  being  most  unqualifiedly  treacherous, 
whenever  his  own  selfish  or  partisan  purposes  could  be 
most  successfully  promoted  by  deceit  and  treachery, 
such  a doubt  would  be  surely  removed  by  a knowledge 
of  that  remarkable  transaction— the  adoption  of  a 
series  of  Resolutions,  for  the  seeming  promotion  of  a 
specific  purpose,  while,  secretly,  at  the  same  time,  he 


entered  into  an  Agreement  with  other  persons,  by 
means  of  the  provisions  of  which  Agreement,  secretly 
executed,- the  Resolutions  were  made  inoperative,  and 
the  seeming  support  which  they  appeared  to  extend 
to  the  question  of  Independence,  at  the  same  time, 
was  converted  into  an  illusion  and  a cheat — which  we 
have  described.  John  Jay  and  all  those  with  whom 
he  was  associated,  in  the  great  political  questions  of 
that  period,  were  aiming  at  something  else  than  Inde- 
pendence, at  something  which  was  directly  antagon- 
istic to  Independence;  and  he  and  they  felt  at  liber- 
ty, under  the  license  of  that  unholy  ambition  which 
controlled  them,  to  resort  to  and  to  employ  whatever 
means,  of  whatever  character,  which  would  promote 
their  controlling  purpose  of  keeping  the  Colony  of 
New  York  out  of  the  current  which  was  evidently 
setting  toward  Independence,  and  in  a continued  po- 
litical and  commercial  dependence  on  Great  Britain. 
Whether  others  will  justify  either  the  fraud  or  those 
who  perpetrated  it,  is  a matter  in  which  we  have  no 
concern. 

Having  thus  disposed  of  its  unwelcome  guest,  the 
Provincial  Congress  appointed  John  Jay  and  “Col- 
“ onel  a Committee  to  draft  an  answer  to  the 

“letter  of  the  Delegates  in  the  Continental  Congress,” 
which  had  been  the  basis  of  all  the  proceedings  which 
are  now  under  consideration ; and  it  is  probable  that 
such  an  answer,  conveying  a copy  of  the  Resolution*, 
but  evidently  not  one  of  the  Agreement,  was  sent  to 
the  Delegates,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  day  on  which 
the  Resolutions  were  adopted,  although  no  mention 
was  made  of  any  such  answer  in  the  Journal  of  the 
Provincial  Congress — the  files  of  that  body,  however, 
contain  a letter  from  the  Delegates,  dated  on  the  sev- 
enteenth of  June  and  addressed  to  the  President  of 
the  Provincial  Congress,  acknowledging  the  receipt 
of  two  letters,  of  different  dates,  in  one  of  which  “the 
“sentiments  of  the  Hon.  the  Convention  relative  to 
“ the  important  subject  on  which  we  thought  it  our 
“ duty  to  ask  their  opinion,”  had  been  transmitted, 
was  duly  acknowledged.1 

No  further  action,  of  any  kind,  concerning  Inde- 
pendence, was  taken  by  the  Provincial  Congress  ; and, 
guided  by  the  restricted  authority  expressed  on  its 
Credentials  and  by  the  Resolutions  which  are  now 
under  consideration,  without  having  been  told  of  the 
treacherous  Agreement,  the  Delegation  in  the  Conti* 
nental  Congress  continued  to  withhold  the  asseut  of 
New  York  to  the  Resolution  of  Independence,  adopted 
by  that  body,  on  the  second  of  July,  aud  to  the 
Declaration  which  it  approved,  two  days  afterwards. 

During  the  very  brief  period  of  the  existence  of  the 
third  Provincial  Congress,  besides  those  general 
enactments  in  which  its  conservative  farmers  were 
more  than  ordinarily  interested,  Westehester-county 
was,  sometimes,  made  the  especial  object  of  the 

1 Franci*  l.'tcis,  Robert  R.  /.•••uij/n/im,  John  AL*"p.  Willi nn  I'i ylt  ami 
Hen nj  iri«i*r  to  Hon.  AuI/kuhW  Woodhull , iVy-i* /«•«/.  • l>  “ I’iiii.  \i*elphi.x, 
“ IT  Juno, 
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attentions  of  that  body.  An  instance  of  that  dies-,  of 
special  doings  may  lie  seen  in  the  1 L</.  r which  was 
made  by  the  Provincial  Congress,  on  the  twenty-first 
of  May,  in  these  words:  “Ordered,  That  Colonel 
“ Ritzema  send  such  prudent  Officer  as  he  shall  think 
“ proper,  to  Westchestcr-county,  to  apply  to  the 
“ Chairman  of  the  County  Committee  and  to  the  re- 
spective Sub-committees,  in  that  County,  for  such 
“good  Arms,  fit  for  soldiers' use,  as  they  may  have 
“collected  by  disarming  disaffected  persons,  in  that 
“ County  ; and  the  respective  Committees  are  hereby 
“rt quested  to  deliver  such  of  those  Arms  as  are  tit 
“for  the  Army,  to  such  Officer,  taking  and  preserving 
“ his  receipts  for  the  same:  that  the  said  Committees, 
“respectively,  take  care  that  all  such  Arms  be 
“appraised,  and  an  account  of  the  value  of  each  kept 
“agreeable  to  the  directions  heretofore  given  for  that 
“ purpose  ; and  such  Officer  as  Colonel  Ritzema  shall 
“ send  to  collect  those  Arms  is  hereby  directed  to  de- 
“ liver  all  such  Arms  as  he  shall  so  receive,  to  Colonel 
“Curtenius,  that  they  may  be  repaired,  where  it  may 
“ be  necessary.”  1 

It  is  not  now  known  how  many  Arms  were  thus  trans- 
ferred to  the  Provincial  Storekeeper;  nor  from  whom 
they  had  been  impressed ; nor  what  disposition  was 
subsequently  made  of  them.  But,  because  the  Third 
Regiment  of  the  New  York  Line  in  the  Continental 
Army,  which  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Ritzema, 
was  one  of  those,  under  General  Alexander  MeDougal, 
who  were  engaged  with  the  Royal  Army,  on  Chatter- 
ton's  Hill,  a few  months  afterwards,  and  because 
Colonel  Ritzema’s  Regiment  was  undoubtedly  sup- 
plied with  Arms,  as  far  as  they  went,  from  those 
which  had  been  “impressed”  in  Westch ester-county 
and  were  thus  called  in— although  the  Provincial 
Congress,  had  disallowed  the  Resolution  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  under  which  these  Arms  had  been 
forcibly  taken  from  their  respective  owners,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  Arms  which  had  been  thus  seized  were 
not  returned  to  those  from  whom  they  had  been  taken  — 
there  was  evidently  a master-hand  so  skilfully  direct- 
ing the  progress  of  events  that  those  Arms  which  had 
been  thus  violently  and  illegally  and  wrongly  taken 
from  the  farmers  of  Westchester-county  were  taken 
back  to  that  County,  to  be  employed  in  the  defense 
of  it,  again.-;  the  assault.-  of  the  common  enemy. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  May,  Colonel  Thomas  j 
Thomas  informed  the  Provincial  Congress  that  Elijah  j 
Hunter,  who  had  been  Second  Lieutenant  in  Captain 
Mills’s  Company,  from  Bedford,  during  the  Campaign  I 
of  1 77a,'  and  who  was  a member  of  the  County  Com- 
mittee of  177G-77,3  representing  that  Town,  was  desir- 
ous of  raising  a Grenadier  Company,  to  be  attached 
to  the  Regiment  of  Westchester-eounty  Militia,  of 


l Journal  of  the  Ih’ocincial  Congre s*,  “Pie  Martis,  10  bo.,  A.M.,  May  21, 
17711.” 


I which  Thomas  was  the  Colonel ; and  it  was  intend-  d 
that,  of  that  Company.  Elijah  Hunter  should  !>••  •!)<• 
Captain  ; ' Richard  Sackett,  the  First,  Lieutenant ; 
i Silas  Miller,  the  Second  Lieutenant;4 5 *  and  Jeremiah 
Lounsberry  the  Ensign.5  The  Colonel  also  solicited 
Commissions  for  all  these  aspirants  to  official  author- 
ity, although  there  was  not  the  slightest  prcteiir-e  that 
a single  Private  bad  been  enlisted;  and,  of  course, 
since  a Thomas  had  made  the  request,  the  Commis- 
sions were  “immediately  issued  to  those  gentlemen.”'* 
On  the  first  of  June  177G,  the  Continental  Con- 
gress made  a requisition  for  six  thousand  men  from 
the  Colonies  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Con- 
I necticut,  and  New  York,  “ to  he  employed  to  reinforce 
“ the  Army  in  Canada  and  to  keep  up  the  cominuni- 
“ cation  with  that  Province;” 7 on  the  third  of  June, 
a second  requisition  was  made,  by  the  same  Congress, 
for  thirteen  thousand,  eight  hundred  men  from  the 
Colonies  of  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  York, 
and  New  Jersey,  “to  be  employed  to  reinforce  the 
“Army  at  New  York;”8  the  eleven  Battalions  al- 
ready “ raised  and  ordered  to  be  raised  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  four  New  England  Colonies,”  were 
declared  to  be  “sufficient,”  for  that  purpose  ; 9 10 and  a 
third  requisition  was  also  made  for  ten  thousand  men 
from  the  Colonies  of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and 
Maryland,  “ for  a Flying  Camp,  to  be  immediately 
“established  in  the  Middle  Colonies.”  19 

Of  these  several  requisitions,  one  Battalion  of  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  men  was  called  from  the  Colony  of 
New  York,  for  the  Canadian  service;11  and  for  the 
reinforcement  of  the  Army  at  New  York,  that  Colon} 
was  required  to  furnish  three  thousand  men.12  All 
were  to  be  taken  from  the  Militia  of  the  respective 
Colonies ; all  were  to  be  “engaged  ” only  “ to  the  first 
“day  of  December  next,  unless  sooner  discharged  by 
“Cougress ; ” and  the  pay  of  the  men  was  to  commence 
on  the  days  on  which  they  respectively  left  their 
homes.13 


4 Elijah  Hunter  was  evidently  an  ambitious  man.  I n addition  to 

the  Commission,  referred  to  in  the  text,  he  managed,  on  the  twenty  rirst 
of  November,  177*5,  to  obtain  the  command  of  the  Sixth  Company  of  the 
Second,  or  “N  an  Cortlamlt’s,  Regiment  of  the  Now  York  Line,  in  (ho 
Continental  Army  of  1776— 77  • • • V n •*.  etc.:  V itary 

mitUr,  xxv.,  7»>l ;)  and  he  retired  from  the  service,  fifteen  days  aftorw  .mbs, 
(Historical  Mnn i>. script etc.:  Military  Committee,  xxv.,  Sol,  s'*4,  xxxv., 
321 ;)  Contenting  himself,  thenceforth,  as  we  shall  see,  hereafter,  with 
hankering  after  authority  to  continue  the  persecution  of  his  peaceful 
neighbors,  which  Ezekiel  Hawley  had  previously  failed  to  secure.  (Vide 
payee  174-177,  ante.) 

5 Of  lli<  hard  Sackett,  Silas  Miller,  and  Jeremiah  Loun$l>crry  no  other 
mention  than  this  appears  to  have  l>eeu  made,  on  the  military  records 
of  the  Colony  or  State.  It  is  probable  they  were  stars  of  the  small  -t 
magnitude. 

"Journal  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  “Die  Mercurii,  9 ho.,  A.M.,  May 
“29,  177*3.” 

1 Journal  of  the  Continental  Congress,  “Saturday,  June  1,  177C.” 

8 The  fame,  “ Monday,  June  3,  1776.” 

9 Ibid. 

10  Ibid. 


2 Vide  pages  100,  101,  ante. 

3 Member*  of  <t  Committee  for  Weetch-  *ter -count ij — JIi*tori*‘nl  Manuscripts, 
etc.:  Miscellaneous  Papers,  xxwiii.,  309. 


11  Journal  of  the  Continental  G ngre.*-,  “Saturday,  June  1.  1776. 

12  The  fume,  “ Monday,  June  3,  1776  ” 

13  Ibid. 
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Of  the  nine  Provincial  Pirigadiii-gmiirals  which 
■ requisitions  would  l»rimr  into  t!i«*  -••mo-.oi  v.  .1- 
x'signed  to  the  Colony  of  New  \ ork  and,  as  will  be 
»,vti , hereafter,  a lively  canvass  for  the  place  was  im- 
mediately commenced  by 'John  Morin  Scott,  of  the 
City  of  New  York  , and  by  the  President  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  Brigadier-general  Nathaniel  Wood- 
hull,  of  Suifolk. 

These  several  requisitions,  with  an  elaborate  appeal 
from  the  President  of  the  Continental  Congress,  were 
laid  before  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  York,  on 
the  morning  of  the  seventh  of  dune;1 *  3 and  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  same  day,  a Committee  who  had  been 
appointed  for  the  purpose,  during  the  morning  ses- 
sion, made  a Report,  apportioning  the  requisitions 
which  had  been  made  by  the  Continental  Congress 
on  the  Colony  of  New  York,  in  due  proportions,  on 
the  several  Counties,  the  number  apportioned  to 
Westehester-county  having  been  three  hundred  men.3 
On  the  following  Sunday  afternoon,  the  levies  which 
had  been  made  on  Westchester  and  Orange- counties 
and  Suffolk  were  ordered  to  constitute  one  Battalion  ; 
aud,  for  that  Battalion,  Westehester-county  was 
ordered  to  appoint  or  nominate,  one  Colonel,  four 
Captains,  four  First  Lieutenants,  and  four  Second 
Lieutenants.4 

Although  the  Provincial  Congress  was  “of  opinion 
“that  the  several  levies,”  apportioned  on  the  different 
Counties,  “ consisting  of  volunteers,  would  be  most 
“ advancive  of  the  public  service,  yet”  it  evidently 
knew  that  volunteers  could  not  be  bad,  even  under 
such  a stress  of  circumstances  as  thou  existed  and  in 
so  “ glorious  a cause ; ” and  drafts  from  the  respective 
Regiments,  in  each  County,  were  also  provided  for, 
in  instances  where  deficiencies  should  be  found;  and 
every  possible  measure  was  employed,  to  secure  the 
armament  and  general  equipment  of  the  men.5 

Information  had  no  sooner  been  received  by  the 
Provincial  Congress  of  New  York,  that  a Brigadier- 
general  was  to  be  appointed  by  that  body,  tor  the 
command  of  the  four  Battalions  which  were- to  be 
raised  in  New  York,  than  it  was  announced  “the 
“Congress  conceived  it  necessary  towards  carrying 
“the  several  Resolutions  and  requisitions  of  the 
“Continental  Congress  into  execution,  to  appoint  a 
“ Brigadicr-geiiic, al  ah. I a Major  of  Brigade  of  the 
“Militia  of  Westehester-county  "--the  Congress  did 
not  reveal  in  what  that  declared  ' necessity”  existed, 
however;  and  as  those  offices  had  been  created  on 
the  twenty-second  of  the  preceding  August6  and  had 
not  been  occupied,  during  the  entire  intervening  per- 


1  Journal  of  the  Continental  Congress,  “Monday,  Junt*  3,  1776.'' 

a Journal  of  the  Provincial  Cun*jre**%  “Friday  morning,  9 bo.,  June  7, 
1776/’ 

3 Journal  of  the  Provincial  Congre&t,  “Die  Veneris,  4 ho.,  P.M.,  June  7. 

1770/’ 

* Journal  of  the  Proriw'ial  Congress,  “Sunday  afternoon,  June  i),  1776.” 

* Ibid. 

r’  Vide  page  10*2,  ante. 


iod,  while  neither  pay  nor  emoluments  were  derivable 
from  them,  it  is  very  evident  that  that  Brigadier- 
i general  and  that  Major  of  Brigade  became  a “ ueces- 
! “sity,”  very  suddenly,  and  only  when  a contingent 
possibility  appeared  that  they,  if  they  were  already 
in  place,  might  receive  the  appointments  to  the  new- 
created  offices  of  the  same  respective  ranks,  in  the 
Brigade  of  Militia  which  the  Continental  Congress 
had  called  into  the  service  of  the  Continent,  with  the 
honors,  the  pay,  the  emoluments,  and  the  increased 
social  and  political  influences  which  they  would  cer- 
tainly ensure.  Not  a moment  was  lost,  therefore — 
j the  Congress  was  not  even  permitted  to  refer  the 
| letter  from  the  President  of  the  Continental  Congress 
and  the  exceedingly  important  enclosures  which  it 
covered,  to  a Committee,  for  consideration  and  report 
— when,  with  indecent  haste,  some  ready  made  Cer- 
tificates which  had  evidently  been  kept  on  hand, 
ready  for  immediate  use,  whenever  they  should  he 
needed,  were  laid  before  the  Provincial  Congress, 
showing  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  enlightened 
County  Committee,  in  "Westehester-county,  Lewis 
Morris  was  just  the  man  for  a Brigadier-general’s 
command,  and  that  Lewis  Morris,  Junior,  could  not 
be  excelled  as  a Major  of  Brigade.  With  such  in- 
telligent judges  of  military  matters  and  of  the  re- 
quirements of  those  who  were  to  command  and  handle 
J large  bodies  of  soldiers,  as  were  seen  in  the  rustic 
| Committee  of  the  County  of  Westchester,  177G-77,  and 
j with  Gouverneur  Morris,  the  step-brother  and  uncle 
| of  the  two  ambitious  Westehesterians,  present,  and 
| directing  the  work,  how  could  the  Provincial  Con- 
i gress  do  less  than  to  elect  then)  ? The  record  says, 
“the  Congress  conceive  it  necessary  towards  carrying 
“these  Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress  into 
“ execution,  to  appoiut  a Brigadier-general  and  a 
“Major  of  Brigade  of  the  Militia  of  Westcliester- 
“ county  ; aud  Lewis*Morris,  Esqr.,  being  thought  the 
“most  proper  person  for  a Brigadier-general  of  the 
“ Militia  of  that  County,7  and  having  been  recoin  - 
| “mended  by  the  County  Committee,  for  that  pur- 
“ pose,  and  Lewis  Morris,  Junior,  Esqr.,  having  been 
j “also  formerly  recommended  by  the  said  Committee 
“for  an  appointment,  to  be  the  Major  of  Brigade  of 
I “ the  Militia  of  that  County  ; 

| “Resolved:  That  Lewis  Morris,  Esqr.,  be  ap- 
I “pointed  Brigadier-general  of  the  Militia  of  the 
| “ County  of  Westchester,  and  that  Lewis  Morris, 
“Junr.,  Esqr.,  be  appointed  Major  of  Brigade  of  the 
“Militia  of  the  said  County.” 

The  Secretaries  were  ordered  to  engross  the  Com- 
missions; and  that,  properly  attested,  those  Commis- 
sions lie. “sent  to  those  gentlemen  with  all  possible 


7 As  the  MHitni  Phil  which  the  Provincial  Congress  bad  adopted  on  the 
tweuty-3econd  of  August,  177f»,  bad  mussed  “ tli-  Militia  of  the  Counties 
“of  Duchess  and  Westchester”  [ie/o]  “one  other  brigade, “ it  would 
seem  that  Duchess-county  ought  to  have  been  consulted,  in  this  mat- 
ter; but.,  very*  evidently,  it  was  n»t. 
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“despatch,”1 2  although  the  Offices  were  onlv  those  of 
the  Militia,  not  in  active  service  ami.  with  a -mail  ex- 
ception, not  likely  to  he  so.  The  “despatch”  was 
“necessary,”  however,  since  a full-fledged  Brigadier- 
general  would  be  a more  imposing  candidate,  when 
the  election  should  be  held  for  the  Brigadier-general 
of  the,  four  Battalions  who  had  been  called  into  the 
service  of  the  Continent;  and  it  was  not  a character- 
istic of  the  Morris  family  to  he  backward  when  its  own 
interests  required  attention  and  action,  at  the  front. 
We  shall  see,  hereafter,  how  well  this  well-laid 
scheme  was  counter-schemed  by  more  astute  aspirants; 
how  General  Lewis  Morris  reaped  all  his  military 
honors,  what  there  were  of  them,  in  the  Militia  of 
Westchester-county  ; - and  that  Brigade-major  Lewis 
Morris,  Junior,  secured  all  the  laurels  which  he 
possessed,  as  an  Aide  of  General  Greene,  a [dace  for 
which  lie  was  indebted  to  the  personal  favor  of  that 
Officer. 

Two  days  after  the  unseemly  movement  of  the 
Morrises,  [ June  9, 1776,]  the  Provincial  Congress  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  a Brigadier-general  for  the 
command  of  the  three  thousand  men  who  had  been 
called  from  the  Militia  of  New  York,  for  the  rein- 
forcement of  the  Continental  Army,  under  General 
Washington,  who  was  then  in  that  Colony;  hut 
General  Lewis  Morris,  notwithstanding  his  artful- 
ness— that  species  of  “ art  ” of  which  his  step-brother, 
Gouverneur,  had  written  to  Mr.  Penn,  iu  May, 
1774 — was  not  even  mentioned — even  Westchester- 
county  indicated  that  he  was  not  a favorite,  beyond  a 
known  limit;  and  its  Deputation  in  the  Provincial 
Congress  did  not  pander  to  his  inordinate  ambition. 
The  canvass  was,  indeed,  confined  to  two  candidates, 
John  Morin  Scott,  of  the  City  of  New  York,  one  of 
that  celebrated  “ triumvirate  ” of  the  earlier  periods 
of  the  Revolution  and  a lawyer  of  the  highest  stand- 
ing, aikl  “ General  ” 3 * Nathaniel  Woodhull,  of  Suffolk, 
a veteran  of  the  French  and  Indian  War,  and,  at  the 
time  now  under  notice,  President  of  the  Provincial 


1 Journal,  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  “ Friday  morning,  9 ho  , June  7, 

2 Bolton  said  Lewis  Morris  was  “a  Brigadier- general  in  the  Conti- 
nental Army;”  and  in  his  arrangement  of  the  words,  if  th  y mean 
anything,  that  he  held  that  Office  b<tore  h->  was  si  at  to  tire*  Continental 
Congress  of  177  '*,  (History  of  JIW-7 . «t<_r  county , original  edition,  ii..  312; 

k,the  name,  second  edition,  ii.,  42S  ; > hut  we  find  no  competent  evidence  of 
the  truth  of  the  funner  statement ; and  evidence  is  not  necessary  tu  show 
the  entire  untruth  of  the  latter. 

3 Nathaniel  Woodhull  appears  to  have  been  a Colonel  of  the  Suffolk 
Militia,  who  was  “recommended  or  nominated  to  our  Deputies  in  I*ro- 
“viucial  Congress  for  a Brigadier-general,”  by  the  Committees  of  the 
western  Towns  in  Suffolk,  in  a meeting  held  at  Smithtowu,  on  the  sev- 
enth of  September,  1775,  ( Historical  Manuscript*,  etc.:  MUJary  Petunis, 

xxvi.,  210 ;)  but  a very  careful  examination  of  the  Joum  ils  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  and  of  its  Q/mmittee  of  Stfcty,  from  that  date  until  the 
earliest  mention  of  him  as  a “ Brigadier  general  ” which  we  have  seen, 
has  failed  to  produce  the  slightest  evidence  of  his  election  to  that  or 
any  other  military  authority,  beyond  bis  Colonelcy.  \V»-  in-  line  to  the 

opinion,  therefore,  that,  although  be  commanded  the  Surf  dk  an  i Queens 

Militia,  it  was  only  as  the  senior  Colonel,  or  Colonel-coininandaut;  and 
that  ho  was  only  a “General,”  “ by  courtesy,”  its  it  was  called. 


Congress.  Tin*  canvass  was  evidently  eim-Im  :•  i - 
we  haw  aha  ady  slat  <!.  \\  ith  spirit  : hut  ’he  in'  a 
of  tlie  Counties  of  Westchester,  New  \ork,  fry  «n. 
Charlotte,  and  Albany,  in  behalf  of  Scott,  was  to-, 
great  to  he  overcome  by  that  of  the  Counties  of 
Orange,  Suffolk,  Duchess,  and  Ulster,  for  Woodhull, 
the  Counties  of  Richmond,  Kings,  Queens,  Cumber- 
land, and  Gloucester  having  been  absent;  and  the 
former  was  thus  elected,*  admirably  filling  the  political 
demand,  hut  not,  in  the  slightest  degree,  promising  to 
make  the  Brigade  efficient  or  useful,  as  soldiers — like 
other  lawyers,  some  of  them  within  our  acquaintance, 
the  uniform  of  a General  was  attractive  to  him; 
he  secured  an  office  of  distinction  ; and  he  continued 
to  occupy  it,  until,  on  the  establishment  of  the  new 
form  of  Government,  after  having  been  defeated  in 
his  canvass  for  the  office  of  Governor,  he  was  trans- 
ferred into  the  more  comfortable,  if  not  the  more 
profitable  place,  of  Secretary  of  State,  which  he 
occupied  until  1789,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  sou, 
who  held  the  place  until  1798. 

On  the  following  day,  [_June  10,  1776,]  the  Provin- 
cial Congress  elected  the  Field-officers  of  the  Regi- 
ment in  which  the  levies  from  Westchester-county 
were  to  be  enrolled  ; and  Samuel  Drake,  who  was  then 
commanding  the  skeleton  Regiment  of  Westchester- 
county  Minute-men,  in  the  Continental  Service,5  was 
elected  Colonel;  John  Hulbert,  of  Suffolk,6  was 
elected  Lieutenant-colonel  ; Moses  Hetfield,  of  Or- 
ange-county, was  elected  Major."  The  Line-officers 
of  the  Regiment  and  the  other  details  of  its  organiza- 
tion of  the  Regiment  will  be  noticed,  hereafter. 

A matter  of  particular  interest  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Westchester-county  occurred  during  the  session  of 
the  third  Provincial  Congress;  and  it  may  properly  be 
mentioned  in  this  narrative. 

It  will  be  remembered  that,  on  the  suggestion  of 
General  Lee,  a Magazine  of  Provisions  was  ordered 
to  be  established,  in  Westchester-county ; that  the 
Delegates  from  that  County  were  authorized  to  pur- 
chase,’on  the  account  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  the 
Pork  and  Beef  which  were  desired;  that,  subsequent- 
ly, Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  the  Chairman  of  the 
County  Committee  and  one  of  the  Deputies  from  the 
County,  so  managed  tire  affair  that  all  the  purchases 


4 Journal  of  the  Prorim  i d Congress,  “Sunday  Morning- _ June  9,  177G/’ 

6 Vide  pages  152-154,  ante. 

6 It  is  doubtful  if  he  ever  joined  the  Regiment,  ( Colonel  Henry  B.  Lie- 
my -ton  to  th*  Committee  of  Arrangement,  “ FiSlfKlLL,  21  Xovr. , 1770;”) 
and  he  resigned,  on  the  ninth  of  December,  177»*,  (John  Hulbert  to  the 
Committee  of  Arrangement,  “ Ftsu  Kill,  December  9,  177G.”) 

William  Goforth,  who  had  served  honorably  in  Canada,  was  elect*! 
to  the  vu  anev,  (Minutes  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangement,  “ Fishkill, 
“Jany  13,  1777  but,  in  February,  he  declined  to  continue  iu  the 
place,  (Philip  Van  Cortl< null  b>  the  Committee  of  Arrangement,  “ FlsukiLL, 
“Feby.  25,  1777.”) 

7 Moses  H et field  was  Captain  of  the  Company  of  Minute-men,  ac  Go- 
shen, in  September,  1775 ; ( Historical  Manuscript*,  etc.:  JTUUary  Il-turn*, 
xxvi.,  133,)  in  February.  177b,  be  was  nominated  .-is  First  Major  of  the 
Regiment  of  Gosbeu,  ( the  tame,  xxvii.,  77;)  to  which  office  he  Wiia  subse- 
quently appointed,  (Me  sa me,  xxvii.,  135.) 
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,,f  Flour,  Beef,  and  Pork,  with  all  the  golden  oppor- 
tunities tor  personal  profits  which  were  thus  afforded, 
were  concentrated  in  his  own  hands;  that  there  were, 
consequently,  rival  purchasing  Agent-,  by  whom  and 
hv  the  shrewd  farmers,  the  pricis  of  those  articles 
were  so  greatly  advanced  that  the  Committee  of 
Safety  was  constrained  to  interfere;  and  that,  alter 
the  various  buyers,  on  the  account  of  the  Congress, 
had  thus  secured  their  several  harvests  of  the  official 
plunder,  the  authority  was  suspended,  the  Magazine, 
very  soon  after,  being  declared  unnecessary ; 1 and  the 
provisions  which  had  been  bought,  at  high  prices, 
were  thrown  on  the  market  again,  for  such  prices  as, 
under  such  circumstances,  could  he  obtained  for 
them,  from  the. Contractors  and  Commissaries  of  the 
Continental  Army.2  Under  the  Rules  of  the  Provin- 
cial Congress,  the  accounts  and  the  vouchers  had  to 
be  audited,  before  the  former  could  be  closed;  and 
Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  who  had  endeavored  to  super- 
sede his  associates,  iti  making  the  necessary  pur- 
-ehases,  could  not  produce  a sufficient  amount  of  those 
vouchers  to  balance  his  accounts — lie  had  received 
three  thousand  pounds,  in  money;  fifty  pounds  of 
that  sum  he  could  not  account  for;  he  was  mean 
enough  to  hesitate,  when  the  missing  fifty  pounds 
were  officially  called  for,  preferring,  rather  to  go 
down  to  posterity,  through  all  time,  as  a defaulter;3 
and  the  matter  was  laid  before  the  Congress,  to  be 
patched  up,  in  some  way  which  would  spare  him 
from  paying  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars, 
which  had  disappeared,  he  did  not  know  how. 

The  subject  was  one  of  those  which,  by  hook  or  by 
crook,  the  Secretaries  of  the  Provincial  Congress 
were  apt  to  p;iss,  without  making  an  official  record  of 
them ; and  we  have  found  no  mention  of  it,  on  the 
Journal  of  the  Provincial  Conyre *.v,  until  a special 
Committee  who  had  been  previously  appointed  “to 
“ take  into  consideration  the  case  of  Colonel  Gilbert 
“ Drake,  relative  to  a loss  of  fifty  pounds  he  sustained 
“in  receiving  and  paying  out  the  monies  deposited  in 
“ his  hands,  lor  the  purpose  of  purchasing  and 'laying 
“up  in  store  a certain  quantity  of  salted  Pork,  pur- 
suant to  an  Order  of  the  late  Provincial  Congress,” 
made  its  report,  on  the  fifteenth  of  June.  Jn  that 
Report,  the  facts  were  duly  recited,  very  much  to  the 
depreciation  of  the  vindictive  Colonel’s  manliness, 
altlmfigh  it  recommended  that  he  be  allowed  for  his 
loss,  and  that  he  be  also  compensated  “for  his  other 
“services,”  the  latter  having  been  asked  for,  by  no 
others  of  the  Deputies  who  had  also  traversed  the 
County  and  had  made  similar  purchases  and  had  been 
contented  with  what  they  had  respectively  made,  in  the 

1 Vide  ptiges  137-159,  ante. 

- Journal  of  On.  I*rovincial  Gmgres$%  “Die  Mercurii,  9 ho.,  A. 31.,  Au- 
•*  gust  14,  1776.” 

J Gilbert  Drake  seemed  to  cure  very  little  for  the  respect  of  poster- 

ity ; and  his  ill-conduct  in  the  management  of  his  monetary  dealings 

with  others,  after  the  establishment  of  the  Peace,  led  the  Grand  Jury 

to  indict  him,  on  a charge  of  extortion,  (JteeonU  of  the  Court , in  ruan- 

iigcript,  County -clerk's  otlice,  at  the  White  Plains.) 


operations.  The  Congress  declared,  as  its  opinion, 
“that  Colonel  Gilbert  Drake  sustained  a loss,  which 
“accrued  in  receiving  and  paying  out  the  public 
“money,  in  purchasing  Pork,  by  order  of  the  late 
“ Provincial  Congress,”  without,  however,  assuming 
the  loss  referred  to  ; and  then  it  voted  the  gallant 
Colonel,  “the  sum  of  seventy  pounds,  as  a compensa- 
tion for  his  services,  expenses,  and  commissions,  in 
“ purchasing  the  said  Pork,  as  aforesaid,”  and  leaving 
him  officially  “whitewashed,”  with  twenty  pounds 
and  what,  besides,  he  had  made  in  the  operations, 
snugly  secured  in  his  pocket-book.  It  was  proven,  in 
that  instance,  that  influence  was  useful,  even 
among  “ patriots ; ” and  tiie  Chairman  of  Westehester- 
county's  County  Committee,  in  the  same  instance, 
found  it  well  to  have  been  a Drake.1 * 

As  we  have  already  stated,3  the  third  Provincial 
Congress  was  alarmed  by  tlieentrance  of  General  Howe 
into  the  harbor  of  New  York,  and  precipitately  dis- 
banded, without  a formal  adjournment,  although  it 
had  previously  provided  for  a reassembling  of  the 
Deputies,  at  the  Court  House,  in  the  White  Plains,  on 
the  following  Tuesday,  [July  2, 1776.]  As  it  did  not 
thus  resume  its  work,  it  ceased  to  exist;  and,  whether 
for  good  or  for  evil,  the  third  Provincial  Congress  and 
all  which  it  did  and  all  which  it  failed  to  do  became 
subjects  of  history. 

*****  * 

The  latter  half  of  the  year  1776  was  one  of  the 
most  eventful  periods  in  the  history  of  America,  if 
not  in  that  of  the  entire  civilized  world  ; and  in  the 
great  drama  of  political  and  military  events,  teeming 
with  immediate  interest  and  with  ultimate  import- 
ance, and  occupying  only  that  short  half-year, 
Westchester-county,  in  New  York,  and  those  who 
were, then,  within  the  limits  of  that  ancient  County — 
the  peaceful  and  industrious  farmers  whose  homes 
were  there,  as  well  those  strangers,  armed  or  unarmed, 
who  had  gone  into  the  County,  no  matter  for  what 
purpose — occupy  places  which  were,  then,  as  con- 
spicuous as,  since  the  close  of  that  period,  they  leave 
been  well-known,  from  one  extreme  of  Christendom 
to  the  other. 

On  the  second  of  July,6  General  Howe  and  the 
army  which  he  commanded,  whose  entrance  into  the 
harbor  of  New  York,  a few  days  before,  has  been 
already  noticed,7  occupied  Staten-Island — Riehmond- 
county — with  the  military  and  naval  forces  which  he 
had  brought  from  Halifax,  say  seven  thousand,  five 
hundred,  and  fifty-six,  rank  and  file,  including  those 

• Journal  of  the  Provincial  Conjee**,  “Die  Sftbbnti,  A.M.,  June  1.3 
“ 1776.”  ‘ 

5 Yiilo  page  102,  ante. 

•General  Howe’s  Observations  on  a pamphlet  entitled  Letters  to  a No- 
bleman, 47. 

See,  also,  General  Jloire  to  J/ird  George  Germain , “5>Tatsn  Islam*,  7th 
“July,  1770;“  General  Washington  to  the  President  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  “ Now-York,  July  3,  1770.“ 

• Vide  pages  103,  104,  ante. 
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who  were  sick;* 1  ami,  :ls  has  been  already  stated,  the  I 
inhabitants ot' that  beautiful  island  renu-mborirur  the  i 
sentence  of  outlawry  which  had  been  pronounced 
against  them,  by  the  Provincial  Congress,  and  the  j 
multiplied  outrages  to  which  they  had  been  sub- 
jected, on  warrants  of  the  same  body,  by  those  who 
claimed  to  be  the  special  defenders  of  the  Rights -of 
Man ; and  being,  also,  relieved  from  apprehensions 
of  a renewal  of  their  sufferings,  “testified  their 
“loyally  by  all  the  means  in  their  power,”  furnishing  i 
the  new-comers  with  “ fresh  Provisions,  Carriages,  j 
“Horses,  etc.,”2 *  and  meriting,  from  him,  the  hLdi 
praise  which  General  Howe  awarded  to  them,  in  his 
despatches  to  the  Home  Government.5 

It  is  proper  that  we  shall  say,  in  this  connection,  < 
that  General  Howe,  on  his  arrival  at  Sandy-hook,  on 
the  twenty-fifth  of  June,  had  been  met  by  Governor 
Tryon  and  many  others,  “ fast  friends  to  Govern- 
“ment,”  from  whom  he  had  received  “the  fullest 
“information  of  the  state  of  the  rebels,”  and  of  their 
situation  and  defences,  in  the  City  of  New  York  and 
on  Long  Island.  His  inquiries,  concerning  the  face  ! 
of  the  country  between  Gravesend  and  Brooklyn  and  ■ 
concerning  the  military  works  which  had  been  thrown 
up,  had  afforded  information  which  had  been  so 
entirely  satisfactory  that  he  had  determined  to  land 
the  Army,  at  Gravesend,  immediately,  and  to  move,  j 
from  that  base,  without  the  slightest  delay  and  with  i 
only  the  small  effective  force  which  was  then  under 
his  command,  on  the  insufficient  works  which,  at  that 
early  day,  had  been  constructed  in  Kings-countv. 
For  the  prosecution  of  that  purpose,  two  days  after 
the  arrival  of  the  Fleet  and  the  Army,  at  Sandy 
Hook,  \Juhj  1,  1776,]  the  former  had  been  moved  up  j 
to  Gravesend-bay,  now  so  universally  known  to  New  ! 
'Yorkers  as  one  of  their  Summer  resorts,  in  order  that 
the  troops  might  be  landed,  at  daybreak,  on  the 
following  morning,  {July  1776,]  and,  thence,  make  j 
the  first  movement  in  the  Campaign,  against  the  j 
insignificant  works  and  yet  more  insignificant  force 
which,  at  that  time,  were  clustered  around  Brooklyn.4 


1 General  Howe’s  Observations,  45, 

- General  Howe’s  Ob wrval ion*.  50. 

a General  Iloire  to  Lard  tleoe<;-i  Germaine.  “Staten  T>land,  7th  July, 

i > . i j 

“1770.”  General  Howe's  Ob-erc-U  .i.\  .VJ. 

♦ Gntwrul  Washington':*  means  fur  obtaining  in  loll  i police  were  very 
^defective — how  should  it  have  been  otherwise,  union?  those  whom  the  ! 
Provincial  Congress  had  soured  by  the  outran  indicted  on  them  < t | 
oa  their  neighbors  ami  friends?  Uo  Wits  not  informed  of  the  trri\al  | 
of  General  Howe,  uutil  three  daysaft<r  it  had  occurred  ; and  then  only  j 
through  information  received  through  a prisoner,  whom  the  Schuyler,  \ 
armed  sloop  had  captured. 

On  the  sumo  day  on  which  that  intelligence  was  received  by  him 
General  Wa.-diingion  wrote  t»>  the  Continental  Congress  : ‘ I could  wish  j 
“General  Howe  and  his  armament  not  to  arrive  yet,  as  not  more  than  j 
“ a thousand  Militia  have  come  in,  and  our  whole  force,  including  the  ! 
“troops  at  all  the  detached  posts  and  oil  board  the  armed  Vt*s<ds,  1 
/‘which  are  comprehended  in  our  Hetums,  is  but  small  and  inconsidcr-  I 
“able  when  compared  with  the  extensive  lines  they  are  t«»  o-dVrul  and, 
“most  probably,  the  Army  that  h brings.  I have  i.  * further  inrell.-  1 
“geuco  about  him  than  what  the  Lieutenant''  (/orison,  of  the  | 

“#/oo/>  Schuyler]  “mentions;  but  it  is  extrcrneh  probable  hi-*  iiccounts 
“and  conjectures  arc  true,”  (General  Washington  to  t !•*  l\*+idrnt  of  (he  I 


It  is  not  now  known,  if  it  was  ever  known,  what  rh.> 
result  of  that  early  movement  of  the  Royal  Army 
would  have  been,  had  General  Howe's  purposes  b« -un- 
duly executed  ; hut  there  can  he  little  doubt  th.it, 
with  no  more  than  the  small  force  which  was  then 
under  his  command  and  with  the  reinforcements  which 
an  early  success  would  have  surely  brought  to  him, 
from  Richmond,  Kings,  and  Queens-counties,  the 
insufficiently  armed  and  ill-appointed  handful  of 
half-hearted  men  whom  General  Washington  com- 
manded or  endeavored  to  command,  would  have  been 
entirely  overcome;  and  that,  thereby,  the  physical 
strength  of  the  Rebellion  would  have  been  surely 
broken.5  But  “the  bright  designs”  of  God  had  been 
directed  to  an  entirely  different  end;  and  the  up- 
lifted hand  of  General  Howe  fell,  harmlessly,  with- 
out striking  the  meditated  and  well-aimed  and 
powerful  blow — during  the  night,  after  the  Fleet  had 
anchored  in  Gravesend-bay,  and  while  the  prepara- 
tions for  landing  the  troops,  at  the  approaching  day- 
break, were  in  progress,  and  while  the  soldiery, 
smarting  under  the  disgrace  which  had  befallen  it,  at 
Boston,  was  eagerly  preparing  to  recover  its  pro- 
fessional  respectability,  in  an  encounter,  in  the  field, 
with  those  by  whom  it  had  been,  there,  humiliated, 
somebody,  history  does  not  say  whom  although  intel- 
ligent conjecture  undoubtedly  supplies  the  informa- 
tion, approached  the  commanding  General  with 
“particular  information  of  a strong  pass,  upon  a 
“ridge  of  craggy  heights,  covered  with  wood,  that  lay 
“in  the  route  the  Army  must  take,  only  two  miles 
“distant  from  the  front  of  the  enemy’s  encampment 
“and  seven  from  Gravesend,  which  the  rebels  would 
“ undoubtedly  occupy  before  the  King’s  troops  could 


Continental  Congress,  “New  York,  27  June,  1776,”  postscript  dated  “June 
“ 28th.”] 

On  the  following  day,  General  Washington  wrote  thus:  “I  suppose 
“tho  whole  fleet  will  be  in,  within  a day  or  two.”  [it  all  a rric*d  on 
that  day.]  “I  am  hopeful,  before  they  are  prepare  1 to  attack,  tint  / 
“shall  get  some  reinforcements.  Be  that  as  it  may,  I shall  attempt 
“to  make  the  best  disposition  I can  of  our  troops,  in  order  to  give  them 
“a  proper  reception,  and  prevent  the  ruin  ami  destruction  the\  are 
“meditating  against  us,”  (General  Washington  to  the  President  of  th-  0<u- 
tinental  Ooujressf  Nr.w  YORK,  20  June,  1776.”) 

A few  days  after  General  Washington  luul  thus  conveyed  the  in;»  l- 
lige.uce  of  the  weakness  of  Ids  command,  lathe  Continental 
the  Adjutant-general  of  the  Army  is  said  to  have  written  to  a r.\  '•  • r 

of  the  same  Congress,  on  the  same  subject,  in  these  words:  “With  an 
“Army  of  force,  b:£  >ie,  and  a secret  one,  behind,  we  stand  on  a point 
“of  land  with  six  thousand  old  troops,  if  a year's  service  of  about  half 
“can  entitle  them  to  the  name,  and  about  fifteen  hundred  now  levies, 
“of  this  Province,  many  disaffected  and  more  doubtful.  In  this  situ- 
ation we  are:  every  man  in  the  Any.  from  the  General  to  the  Pri- 
“vate,  acquainted  with  our  true  situation,  is  exceedingly  discouraged. 
“Had  l known  the  true  posture  of  affairs,  no  consideration  would  have 
“tempted  me  to  have  taken  an  active  part  of  this  scene:  and  this  .«  n- 
“timent  is  universal.”  (Adjutant  general  J h Heed  “to  a .V* mb,  r of 
“ Congrr**y''  “Nr.w  York,  July  4,  1776,”  quoted  by  Dr.  Gordon,  in  his 
H Motif  of  Uni  /'*•  . f*rogr*  m and  Establishment  of  tin  Independence  of  the 
CnU»'d  Site ;•  of  Anmrdo,  Edition,  London  : ITSS,  ii  , 27**.) 

o “ General  Howe  is  sufficiently  strong,  considering  the  goodness  of  his 
“ troops,  to  make  a successful  attempt  upon  the  Americans:  but  l-ving 
“ in  dally  expectation  of  tlic  reinforeem  t - ft  Europe,  he  wil  ur 
“doubtcdly  remain  inactive  till  their  arrival,”  (Gordon's  History,  et«  ., 
London  edition,  ii,  27s.- 


. 
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• cet  up  to  it;  and,  from  the  minutest  description,  j 
"judging  an  attack  upon  this  post,  so  strong  by 
1 nature  and  so  near  the  front  of  the  enemy's  works, 

••  to  be  too  hazardous  an  attempt,  before  the  arrival  of 
"the  troops  with  Commodore  Hotham,” 1 [from 
Europe, ~\  “daily  expected,”  the  General  “declined 
“ the  undertaking and,  consequently,  the  day-break 
came  and  went  w ithout  the  promised  debarkation  of 
the  Army  ; the  Fleet  weighed  its  anchors,  “ passed  the 
“ Narrows,”  came  too  at  the  watering  place,  where  it  ! 
again  cast  its  anchors;  the  Army  was  landed  on  Staten 
Island,  as  already  stated ; 1 the  first  mistake  of  the  j 
Campaign  was  committed;  the  first  disastrous  delay 
was  inaugurated;  General  Washington  and  his  feeble  | 
command  were,  for  the  time,  spared;  aud  the  Re-  ; 
bellion  was  not  suppressed.  With  an  abundant  naval  j 
force  under  his-command,  General  Howe  commanded  | 
and  controlled  all  the  waters  which  were  near  him  ; j 
and  Gravesend-bay  need  not  have  been  regarded  as  \ 
the  only  base  which  he  could  have  occupied — he 
could  have  turned  the  flank  of  any  or  of  all  the  lines, 
either  of  hills  or  of  armed  rebels,  and  have  landed  j 
his  command  either  in  front  or  on  the  rear  of  either  | 
of  the  latter,  as  he  should  have  determined  ; and  he  ! 
could  have  led  his  abundantly  supplied,  admirably  | 
disciplined,  and  thoroughly  willing  command  to  an  j 
immediate  and  effectual  success,  had  not  his  willing  j 
ears  listened  to  those  who  inclined  to  Peace,  aud  had 
not  his  sympathies  controlled  his  judgment  and  over-  I 
come  his  sense  of  duty  with  the  hope  that  the  day  of 
reconciliation — of  reconciliation  to  be  secured  through 
himself — was  not  yet  passed.  He  hesitated;  and  the 
golden  opportunity  passed  away,  never  to  he  re- 
turned. 

On  the  same  second  of  July,  and  while  the  R >yal 
Army  was  thus  occupying  Staten  Island,  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  was  considering  the 
subject  of  Independence. 

■*#•**** 

It  will  he  remembered  by  the  leader  that,  in  1774, 
when  the  County  of  Westchester  was  invited,  by  the 
Committee  of  Fifty-one,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  to  j 


^Commodore  Hotham  did  not  reach  New  York  until  the  twelfth  of  j 
August,  as  will  be  soon,  hereafter. 

"General  Ho  ire  to  I,or>.l  Georye  Germain , “State.v  Isi,  vxn,  7th  Jjly,  I 
“ 1776.” 

See,  also,  [Captain  Hairs']  History  of  the  Ciril  War  in  Amer lea,  i.,  174  ; j 
Sted man’s  History  of  the  American  War,  i.,  1 90,  191. 

$ ted  man  said,  “ tlie  troops  thus  landed,”  [oa  i>talen  Island,]  “consisted 
“of  two  Battalions  of  Light  Infantry;  two  of  Grenadiers;  the  Fourth,  j 
“ Fifth,  Tenth,  Seventeenth,  Twenty-second,  Twenty-third,  Twenty  <ev-  i 

4‘  euth.  Thirty-fifth,  Thirty-eighth,  Fortieth,  Forty  second,  Forty-third, 

“ Forty-fourth,  Forty  fifth,  Forty-ninth,  Fifty-second,  Fifty->ixth,  Sixry- 
third,  and  Sixty-fourth  Regiments  of  Foot;  parts  ot  the  Forty-sixth  1 * 
“and  Seventy  first  Regiments  ; and  the  Seventeenth  Regiment  of  Light  j 
“ Dragoons.  There  were,  besides,  two  Companies  of  Volant  - rs,  mi<ed 
“ at  New -York,  consisting  of  one  hundred  men  each.  The  total  amount  , 
“was  niue -thousand  men”— in  which  latter  statement,  iu  general  terms,  , 
he  is  contradicted  by  General  in  his  rent  inns,  pay-*,  191,  j 

192,  anti-.)  although  ho  gave  the  aggregate,  including  the  Officers  ami  : 
Staff,  while  General  llowe  included  only  “the  Rank  aud  File  of  his  j 
command. 

*20 
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unite  with  that  Committee  in  seuding  a Delegation 
to  thr  proposed  Congress  of  the  Continent  which  had 
been  called  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a proper  and 
united  opposition  to  the  measures  of  the  Ministry 
and,  as  far  as  possible,  a redress  of  the  grievances  of 
the  Colonies,  the  great  body  of  the  farmers  in  that 
County  disregarded  that  invitation ; and  that  the 
very  few  who  accepted  it,  either  personally  or  by 
their  local  Committees,  assembled  at  the  Court-house, 
in  the  White  Plains;  called  one  of  the  principal  land- 
holders of  the  County,  who  was,  also,  at  that  time  a 
Representative  of  the  County  in  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Colony,  Frederic  Philipse  by  name,  to  the 
Chair ; and  signified  the  opposition  to  the  measures 
of  the  Home  Government,  of,  at  least,  those  who  were 
present,  by  authorizing  the  Delegation  who  had  been 
elected  to  represent  the  City  and  County  of  New 
York,  to  represent,  at  the  same  time,  the  County  ot 
Westchester,  in  that  general  assemblage  of  Delegates.5 

It  will  he  remembered,  also,  that  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Colony,  which  was  convened  in 
January,  1775,  although  there  was  not,  within  it,  a 
single  “friend  of  the  Government,”  every  member 
having  been  an  avowed  member  of  the  party  of  the 
Opposition,  had  presented  the  lamentable  spectacle 
of  a great  party  divided  into  factions,  each  seeking  to 
secure  the  same  great  result,  but  by  distinct  and 
radically  different  moans.  In  the  conflicts  of  factions, 
in  that  body,  it  will  he  remembered  that  no  more 
consistent  and  no  more  steadfast  opponents  of  the 
Home  and  Colonial  Governments  were  seen  than  the 
two  Representatives  of  the  County  of  Westchester 
and  the  other  two,  who  represented,  respectively,  the 
Manor  of  Cortlandt  and  the  Borough  Town  of  West- 
chester, although  Frederic  Philipse,  representing  the 
County,  and  Isaac  Wilkins,  representing  the  Borough, 
were  of  one  faction,  and  John  Thomas,  also  repre- 
senting the  County,  and  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  rep- 
resenting the  Manor  of  Cortlandt,  were  of  the  other 
and  opposing  faction.4 

At  the  adjournment  of  the  House,  in  April,  1775, 
these  four  gentlemen  appeared  to  have  returned  to 
their  respective  homes,  aud  to  have  remained  there, 
without  immediately  participating  in  the  political 
events  of  the  day,  except  in  the  instance  of  Frederic 
Philipse  and  Isaac  Wilkins,  who,  tight  days  after  the 
adjournment  of  the  General  Assembly,  united  in  the 
Declaration  and  Protect  against  the  assembling  of  the 
Provincial  Convention  for  the  sole  purpose  of  electing 
Delegates  to  a second  Congress  of  the  Continent, 
which  Declaration  and  Protest  a large  number  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Westchester  then  signed 
and  published.5 

It  will  be  remembered,  also,  that  among  the  earliest 
of  those  whom  the  handful  of  office-seekers,  in  the 
interest  of  themselves  and  of  the  Rebellion,  proscrib- 

3 Vide  pugo  32,  ante. 

4 Vide  pages  48,  49,  ante. 

1 Yid*  pages  72-74,  ante. 
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W EST(  1 1 EST  F II  CO  UN  T V. 


ed.becnu.se  of  his  action  in  the  General  A-semblv — i 
* ' ( 
notwithstanding  it  was  m an  earnest  o])]io>ition  to 

the  Ministrv  and  in  an  cquallv  earnest  support  of  the  \ 

" 1 I 

demands  ofthe  Colony  for  a redress  of  grievances — . 
because  of  his  Declaration  und  Proteat  at  the  White  j 
Plains,  and,  undoubtedly,  because  of  his  understood  j 
authorship  of  some  political  tracts  which  were  j 
obnoxious  to  the  controling  political  faction,  Isaac  [ 
Wilkins  was  obliged  to  seek  personal  safety  in 
flight — he  left  his  family  and  his  estate  and  found  a 
refuge  in  London.1 2 

After  having  spent  some  months  in  retirement, 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt  resumed  his  place  in  the  polit- 
ical turmoil  of  the  period  ; while  Frederic  Philipse 
ami  John  Thomas,  the  former  at  Yonkers  and  the 
other  in  the  Harrison  Precinct,  are  not  known  to  have 
taken  any  part  whatever,  in  the  partisan  operations  of 
that  period. 

When  the  spirit  of  proscription  was  introduced  into 
Westchester-county,  destroying  the  peace  which  had 
previously  prevailed  among  its  rural  inhabitants, 
Frederic  Philipse  was  named  among  those  who,  with- 
out the  slightest  evidence  of  any  wrong-doing,  were 
to  be  arrested  and  dealt  with.-  He  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  disturbed,  however,  until  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  notorious  “ Committee  to  Detect  Conspira- 
cies,” of  which  mention  has  been  already  made;3 
when,  at  the  head  of  the  List  of  Suspected  Persons, 
in  Westchester-cointty,  who  were  designated  as  the 
victims  of  that  American  Inquisition,  was  placed  the 
name  of  “* Frederic  Philipse*” — the  asterisk 
before  the  name  indicating  that  he  was  “ to  be  Sma- 
“moned;”  and  the  cross  which  followed  the  name 
indicating  that  he  was  “ to  be  Arrested.”  4 

The  Minutes  of  the  Committee  also  indicate  that  on 
the  twenty-seventh  of  June,  1776,  an  Order  was  made 
by  that  body,  “That  Summonses  issue  against  the 
“following  persons  as  inimical  to  the  Cause  and 
“ rights  of  America,  returnable  on  Wednesday  the 
“ third  day  of  July  next  at  ten  o’clock  in  the  forenoon 
“of  the  same  day,  viz:  Frederick  Philipse  and 
“ Samuel  Merritt,  which  said  Summonses  signed  by 
“ all  the  members  present  at11  were  delivered  to  the 
“Secretary  with  directions  to  deliver  them  to  the 
“ messenger  to  be  served.”5 

The  Summons  thus  issued  was  served  on  Frederic 
Philipse,  at  Philipsborough,  the  present  City  of 
Yonkers,  on  Saturday  evening,  the  twenty-ninth  of 
June;  and,  on  the  following  Tuesday,  [July  2,  1776,] 
he  made  the  following  reply  to  the  Committee  : 


1 Vide  page  78,  ante. 

2 L i't  of  County  Tories:  Historical  Manuscripts,  etc.;  Mis- 

ctUine>/u«  Papers,  xxxiv.,  193. 

5 Vide  juices  1 OS-1 71,  ante. 

4 Mi  nut -a  of  the  Committee  to  Detect  Conspiracies,  “ Pic  Sabbat  i,  12  ho., 

“Juno  15,  1 *75  Histf<ricnl  Manuscripts,  etc.,  Mu»crlLti  itviw  Pipers, 

xxxiv.,  307,  and  xxx.,  150. 

® Minutes  of  the  Vi'inmitt.- e t>>  detect  Conspiracies,  “Thursday,  A.M., 

“ June  27,  1770;”  Ht,*t  orient  Alano  scripts,  etc.,  Altscellnncoua  Piper.*, 

xxxv.,  485. 


“ Pjiit.ipsborough,  July  2,  1776. 

“ Gentlemen : 

“ I was  served  on  Saturday  evening  last  with  a 
“ paper  signed  hv  you,  in  which  you  sugg°.-t  that 
“ you  are  authorized  by  the  Congress  to  summon  ccr- 
“ tain  persons  to  appear  before  you,  whose  condui  t 
“ had  been  represented  as  inimical  to  the  rights  of 
“America,  of  which  number  you  say  I am  one. 

“ Who  it  is  that  has  made  such  a representation  or 
“ upon  what  particular  facts  it  is  founded,  as  you  have 
“ not  stated  them,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  imagine; 
“ hut,  considering  my  situation  and  the  near  and 
“ intimate  ties  and  connexions  which  I have  in  this 
“ country,6 * * *  which,  can  be  secured  and  rendered 


c Frederic  Pliilipso  was  a native  of  th©  Colony  ; and  the  family  had 
been  well  known  residents  of  N**w  York  for  more  than  a century  pre- 
ceding the  date  of  this  letter,  and  was  connected,  by  marriage,  with  the 
other  leading  families  of  America — even  Oeorge  Washington  bad  not 
scrupled  to  seek  an  alliance  with  it,  if  tradition  speaks  truly. 

The  well-known  ll  .v.  Timothy  Dwight,  S.  T.  D.,  President  of  Yale- 
co liege,  writing  of  Yonkers,  in  the  Autumn  of  1811, said,  “it  is  rentark- 
“ able  for  nothing,  except  having  been  the  residence  of  the  family  of 
“ Philipse,  one  of  the  m tcJistinguised  of  those  w hich  came,  as  Colonists, 
“ from  the  Uuitcd  Netherlands.  Colonel  Philips*,  the  last  branch 
“ resident  in  this  country,  I know  well,  lie  was  a worthy  and  re- 
“ spoctable  man,  not  often  excelled  ill  personal  and  domestic  amiable- 
“ ness.  Mrs.  Philips*  w\i.s  an  excellent  woman;  ami  the  children,  the 
“eldest  of  whom  was  about  seventeen,  gave  every  promise  of  treading 
“ in  the  same  steps,”  {Travels,  in  Scut  Eiujlund  and  JS’cv  York,  iii., 
“ 442,  443.) 

Mr.  Bolton  {History  of  Westchester-county,  Second  "Edition,  i.,523,)  quot- 
ing from  an  original  manuscript,  in  the  handwriting  of  John  Jay,  said 
that  that  most  zealous  and  most  malignant  of  all  Mr.  Philipse’s  perse- 
cutors, said  of  him,  probably  in  the  later  years  of  the  life  of  the  writer, 
“no  was  a well-tempered,  amiable  man  ; and  a kind,  benevolent  land- 
lord. He  had  a t -<•  for  gardening,  planting.  <fcc..  and  employed 
“ much  time  and  money  in  that  way.  * * * At  the  commencement 
“ of  our  Revolution,  he,  F rederick  Philipse,  was  inclined  to  the  Whigs, 
“ but  was  afterwards  persuaded  to  favor  the  Tories.*  He  was  removed 
“ to  Counecticuf,  on  his  parole.  Nothing  could  have  been  more  favor- 
“able  to  him,  circumstanced  as  he  then  was,  than  to  be  placed  in  such 
“a  state  of  tranquil  neutrality.  On  a certain  occasion,  he  obtained  per- 
•“  mission  to  go  to  New  York,  while  in  possession  of  tLe  enemy.  On 
“ being  afterwards  required  to  return,  he  very  improperly  and  unwisely 
“yielded  to  the  importunities  of  certain  of  his  friends,  and  refused  to 
“ return.  1 1 is  estate  was  confiscated.1' 

Sabine,  notwithstanding  bis  notorious  bitterness,  repeated  the  story  of 
the.  moral  worth  of  this  unwieldy,  Mind  man,  who  lived  on  his  estate, 
taking  no  part  whatever  in  the  partisan  movements  of  the  period. 
{Loyalists  of  the  American  lievohition,  original  edition,  537,  53S  ; revised 
edition,  ii.,  1 8f>,  1*7.) 

The  persecution  of  Frederic  riiili;/se  and  the  robbery  of  his  family, 
mainly  through  the  two  Jays,  is  a subject  which  s >n;e  one  will,  here- 
after, he  very  likely  to  examine  and  expose,  in  a-1  its  native  ugliness,  to 
the  cenvuro  of  the  world. 


* No  one  knew  better  than  John  Jay  that  there  was  another  cause 
, than  that  named,  which  led  Frederic  Philipse  to  dissent  from  the  doings 
of  John  Jay,  James  Duane,  Goverueur Morris,  t/  al.  Frederic  Philips 
continue'!  to  be  a member  of  the  Colonial  party  of  the  Opposition,  in  New 
York,  until,  by  the  advice  of  the  Committee  of  which  John  Jay  w:us 
one  of  the  muster  spirits  and  the  Chairman,  be  was  seized  by  the  military 
power  and  sent  into  exile;  ami  the  scheme  and  trick  by  means  of  which 
those  exiles  who  had  been  allowed  to  eo  into  New  York,  did  w>*  receive 
the  notices  which  Governoi  Trumbull  sent  for  their  return,  ufT  rding 
a pretext  for  the  seqm  >tratioii  of  their  large  estates,  was  not  a secret  to 
those  who  were,  tin  i,  in  the  ring  of  “ patriotic  ” money-seekers,  m*r  is 
it  a secret  to  us,  now. 

Common  respect  for  the  truth  should  have  led  John  Jay  to  have  told 
the  whole  of  the  story  concerning  Frederic  Philips's  visit  t-'  New  York 
and  his  stay  there,  or  to  have  sai  l nothing  concerning  it. 
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■■  to  me  only  by  the.  real  and  permanent  pros- 

• ■[m  rity  of  Ameriea,  1 should  have  hoped  that  suspi- 
cions of  this  harsh  nature  would  not  be  easily 
-harboured.  However,  as  they  have  been  thought  of 
“ weight  sufficient  to  attract  the  notice  of  the  Congress, 

- I can  only  observe  that,  conscious  of  the  upright- 
ness of  my  intentions  and  the  integrity  of  my  con- 
“ duet,  I would  most  readily  comply  with  your  Sum- 
“ moiis,  but  the  situation  of  my  health  is  such  as 
“ would  render  it  very  uuadvisable  for  me  to  take  a 
“journey  to  New  York,  at  this  time.  I have  had  the 
“ misfortune,  Gentlemen,  of  being  deprived,  totally, 
“of  the  sight  of  my  left  eye;  and  the  other  is  so  ] 

- much  affected  and  inflamed  as  to  make  me  very 
“ cautious  how  I expose  it,  for  fear  of  a total  loss  of 
“sight.'  This  being  my  real  situation,  I must  request 
“the  favour  of  you  to  excuse  rnv  attendance,  to- 
“ morrow:  but  you  may  rest  assured,  Gentlemen,  that 
“I  shall  punctually  attend,  as  soon  as  I can,  con- 
sistent with  my  health:  flattering  myself,  in  the 
“meantime,  that,  upon  further  consideration,  you 
“will  think  that  my  being  a friend  to  the  rights 
“and  interests  of  my  native  country  is  a fact  so 
“ strongly  implied  as  to  require  no  evidence  on  my 
“ part  to  prove  it,  until  something  more  substantial 
“than  mere  suspicion  or  vague  surmises  are  proved 
“ to  the  contrary. 

“ I am,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble 
“ servant  F rede  rick  Philipse. 

“To  Leonard  Gansevoop.t,  Philip  Livingston, 
“Thomas  T red  well,  Lewis  Graham,  Gouv- 
“ernegr  Morris,  Thomas  Randall,  Es- 
“ quires.”  1 

As  the  Provincial  Congress,  as  well  as  its  Com- 
mittee to  Detect  Conspiracies,  had  hurriedly  left  the 
City  of  New  York  before  the  day  appointed  for  the 
hearing  of  Frederic  Philipse  and  Samuel  Merritt ; 2 
and  as  only  one  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  had 
lingered,  after  the  Congress  and  the  Committee  had 
retired  ; 3 the  proceedings  against  them,  at  that  time, 
were  evidently  suspended— the  suspension  of  the 
persecution  of  Mr.  Philipse,  however,  was  speedily 
followed  by  a similar  proceeding,  of  which  mention 
will  be  made,  hereafter. 

The  fourth  Provincial  Congress  was  directed  to 
meet  at  the  Court-house,  in  the  White  Plains,  on 


1 Force’s  American  Arehire.*,  Fourth  Scries,  vi.,  1215,  1210. 

- Vide  pages  104  171,  auto. 

a Judge  Joins,  u ho  was,  also,  one  of  those  whom  the  Committee  had 
summoned,  related  the  fart  that,  on  the  thirtieth  of  June,  Governeur 
Morris  was  the  only  member  of  the  Committee  who  had  not  left  the 
City,  in  the  general  panic,  History  of  Xeic  York  • luring  tin  Jlecoln- 
tionary  War,  ii.,  200.) 

In  view  of  Governeur  Morris's  great  anxiety  to  go  into  the  City  of  »\v 
York,  then  a military  post  of  the  Royal  Troops,  very  soon  afterwards,  it 
will  hardly  ho  necessary  for  us  to  impure  why  he  was  the  only  member 
of  t lie  Provincial  Congress  who  voluntarily  exposed  himself  t<>  supjiosed 
danger  from  the  approach  of  the -Royal  Army. 

A Journal  of  the  (third)  l*rorincid  C'o^grens,  “ Sunday  afternoon,  June 
“ Ji'.  lTTd.” 


] until  the  following  day.  Tuesday,  the  ninth  of  July, 
i the  Deputies  from  a majority  of  the  Counties  appeared, 
j produced  their  Credentials,  and  organized  the  Con- 
gress. General  Nathaniel  Wood  hull  was  chosen  for 
its  President ; and  John  McKesson  and  Robert 
Benson,  the  Secretaries  of  the  former  Congresses,  were 
continued  in  the  same  places,  in  this.5 

There  were  ouly  five  Deputies  present  from  the 
City  of  New  York,  although  twenty-one  had  been 
elected;  but  every  member  of  the  Deputation  from 
Westcliester-county — Colonel  Lewis  Graham,  Colonel 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Major  Ebenezer  Lockwood, 

| 'William  Paulding,  Captain  .Jonathan  Platt,  Samuel 
Haviland,  Zebadiah  Mills,  Colonel  Gilbert  Drake, 
Jonathan  G.  Tompkins,  General  Lewis  Morris,  and 
Gouverneur  Morris — was  present.6  Of  the  latter 
Captain  Platt,  Colonel  Van  Cortlandt,  Zebadiali 
Mills,  and  General  Lewis  Morris  were  new  members.7 

After  a letter  from  the  Delegation  of  the  Colony  in 
the  Continental  Congress,  bearing  date  the  second  of 
July,  “ on  the  subject  of  Independence,  and  request- 
“ ing  instructions  from  this  Congress,”8  had  been  read, 
a second  letter  from  the  Delegation,  of  a subsequent 
date,  “ enclosing  the  Declaration  of  Independence.” 
was  also  read,  and  referred  to  a Committee  consisting 
of  John  Jay  and  Abraham  Brasier,  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  Abraham  Yates,  Junior,  of  Albany-county, 
and  John  Sloss  Hobart  and  William  Smith,  of 
Suffolk.9 

The  Declaration  which  was  thus  referred,  was  a 
duly  authenticated  copy  of  A Declaration  by  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  Strifes  of  America,  in  General 
Congress  assembled,  of  which  document  mention  has 
been  already  made;  and,  with  its  authentication, - 
in  extenso,  it  was  entered  at  length  on  the  Journal  of 
the  Congress.™ 

A very-  important  letter,  concerning  prisoners  of 
Monday,  the  eighth  of  July,  1776;  * but  it  was  not 


5 Journal  of  th e Provincial  Congress,  “Tuesday,  9th  July,  1770.” 

Very  singularly,  and  without  the  slightest  authority  except  that  of 

J.  Warren  Tompkins,  Bolton,  (History  of  WtiUhester-coindy,  original 
edition,  ii.,  3**9  ; the  tump,  second  edition,  ii.,  504,)  considered  the  Con- 
gress which  was  assembled,  at  the  White  Plains,  on  the  ninth  of  July, 
1770,  as  the  same  body  as  that  which  had  been  iu  session,  in  the  City  of 
New  York,  from  the  eighteenth  of  May  until  tin?  thirtieth  of  -Cine,  pre- 
ceding. Jn  other  words,  both  these  learned  historians  regarded  the 
third  and  the  fourth  Provincial  Congresses  as  one  and  the  same  body. 

6 Journal  of  the  Provincial  Cong  res*,  “ Tuesday,  F.M.,  White  Plains, 
“ July  9,  177*1.” 

* The  Journal  of  the  Congress,  July  9,  placed  Colonel  Van  Cortlandt’? 
name  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  ‘‘the  new  members  pn-D-nt  ” who 
“ took  the  general  oath  of  secrecy,”  although  the  Colonel  had  headed 
the  Deputation  from  Westcliester-county,  in  the  third  Previn  dal  Con- 
gress, as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  Credential*  of  that  Delegation, 
in  the  Journal  of  that  Conyre**,  “Die  Sabbat i,  I'D  ho.,  A.M.,  May  18, 
“ 1770.” 

The  explanation  of  that  apparent  contradiction  may  be  h and  iu  the 
fact  that  that  short  lived  third  Provincial  Congress  was  ditched  U fore 
Colonel  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt  took  lii>  seat  in  it  or  was  qualified  to  do  eo, 
by  his  taking  the  oaths 'of  the  office  of  Deputy. 

# (reory*  i'linbm , Jl'  iiry  \Yisner,  John  .!/'  •/•  William  Floyd,  and  Francis 
bads,  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  *4  Pit i i.a IiEi.PlUA,  July  2,  177(1.” 

0 Jimrnul  of  th *>  iVocinri  d Congress  “Tuesday,  Uth  July,  1 77t>. 

™ Ibid. 
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war  and  tho.se  who  were,  also,  confined  in  the  Jail,  in 
the  City  of  New  York,  for  debt,1  wjs  received  from  j 
General  Washington,  and  referred  to  a special  Com- 
mittee;2 3 and  after  the  transaction  of  some  other  busi- 
ness, the  Congress  adjourned  until  the  afternoon. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  [ Tuesday  •July  9, 
17(6,]  the  Committee  to  whom  had  been  referred  the 
letter  from  the  Delegation  from  the  Colony  in  the 
Continental  Congress  and  the  Declaration  which  j 
that  letter  had  covered,  made  a Report,  thereon,  in 
the  following  words : 

“I.v  Convention  of  the  Repkesenta- 
“tives  of  the  State  of  New  Yoke,5 

“ White  Plains.  July  9th,  177G.  1 

“ Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  reasons  I 
“ assigned  by  the  Continental  Congress  for  declaring  1 
the  United  Colonies  free  and  independent  States  j 
“ are  cogent  and  conclusive ; and  that,  while  we  | 
“lament  the  cruel  necessity  which  has  rendered  that 
“measure  unavoidable,  we  approve  the  same  and 
“ will,  at  the  risk  of  our  lives  and  fortunes,  join  with 
“theother  Colonies  in  supporting  it. 

“ Resolved,  That  a copy  of  the  said  Declaration 
“ and  the  aforegoing  Resolution  be  sent  to  the  Chair- 
“ man  of  the  Committee  of  the  County  of  Westches- 
“ ter,  with  order  to  publish  the  same,  with  beat  of 
“drum,  at  this  place,  on  Thursday  next,”  [July  11, 
1775]  ; “ and  to  give  directions  that  it  be  published, 

“ with  all  convenient  speed,  in  the  several  Districts 
“ within  the  said  County  ; and  that  copies  thereof  be 
“forthwith  transmitted  to  the  other  County  Com- 
“ mittees  within  the  State  of  New  York,  with  orders  to 
“cause  the  same  to  be  published  in  the  several 
“ Districts  of  their  respetive  Counties. 

“Resolved,  That  five  hundred  copies  of  the 
“ Declaration  of  Independence,  with  the  two  last  inen- 
“ tinned  Resolutions  of  this  Congress  for  approving 
“ and  proclaiming  the  same,  be  published  in  hand-  j 
“ bills  and  sent  to  all  the  County  Committees  in  this 
“ State. 


1 Jo’tt'ph  Iteetl,  Arijiitiivt-rjeiiern}  (]»v  tne  Gem  r-.u's  or- 1 r)  t>>  Ih  • Pr.  i-i.i-  ‘ 
rial  Outgrew,  ‘ Hkao-w  aktkrs,  Nf\v*Yokk,  July  5th,  177E>.” 

2 Journal  of  tJu*.  Proviitriul  (fan grew , “Tutsd;.v.  9th  July, 

3 In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  body  of  which  that  Committee  was  a 'j 
part  and  by  whom  it  had  been  appointed  and  to  whom  it  was  to  report,  , 

was,  specifically,  “a  Provincial  Congress  fur  the  Province  of  New  ; 
41  York  and  because,  at  that  time,  there  had  been  no  change  in  the  ! 
status  of  the  Deputations  composing  the  Congress,  wh-  repr  • son  ted  i 
nothing  else  than  certain  specified  Counties,  each  Deputation  represent-  [ 
iug  only  a single  County  ; and  because,  at  that  time,  the  Colony  of  New  i 
Jork,  could  not  be  possibly  regarded  as  a “ State,'*  the  caption  of  that 
Report  displayed  nothing  of  historical  or  legal  precision,  nothing  of  j 
accuracy  of  statement,  and  nothing  of  good  taste. 

The  hand  which  wrote  it  could  not  be  concealed  : aud  if  the  form  of 
the  writing  answered  the  present  purpose  of  the  writer  of  it.  in  certify-  \ 
ing  his  new-born  zeal  for  Independence  to  liis  tst  - d cox  tituents,  it 
would  probably  answer  an  equally  good  purj»o?se  in  invalidating:  the  in- 
strument of  which  it  was  the  head,  in  ca.se  that  ‘ Reconciliation  ” for 
which  the  writer  of  the  Report  did  not  cease  to  hope  aud  to  pray  and  to  : 
labor,  should  be  effected. 


“ Resolved.  That  the  Delegates  of  this  State,  in 
“Continental  Congress,  be  and  they  ore  hereby 
“authorized  to  consent  to  and  adopt  all  such  im  a- 
“sures  a.s  they  may  deem  conducive  to  the  happiness 
“and  welfare  of  the  United  States  of  America.” 

It  is  said  that  the  Report  which  was  thus  made  by 
the  Committee  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
Congress  ; and,  further,  that  an  Order  was  made  by 
the  Congress  directing  that  copies  of  the  Resolutions 
which  constituted  the  Report  should  be  transmitted 
to  the  Continental  Congress.4 

The  reader  need  only  to  be  reminded  that  the 
evident  author  and  the  known  supporters  of  this  series 
of  Resolutions  were  the  same  author  who,  twenty- 
eight  days  previously,  had  written,  and  almost  entire- 
ly the  same  individual  Deputies  who,  at  the  same 
time,  had  voted,  that  the.  authority  of  “the  good 
“people  of  this  Colony  ” was,  then,  necessary  to  ena- 
ble the  Provincial  Congress  or  the  Delegates  of  the 
Colony  in  the  Continental  Congress  “to  declare  this 
“Colony  to  be  and  continue  independent  of  the  Crown 
“of  Great  Britain;”  that,  in  the  absence  of  any  such 
authority  already  delegated  to  themselves  or  to  the 
Colony’s  Delegates  in  the  Continental  Congress,  it 
was,  at  that  time,  considered  proper  and  necessary  to 
ask  for  authority  to  do  so,  if  it  shuuld  be  subsequently 
considered  expedient  and  proper  to  make  such  a 
declaration  of  Independence,  in  behalf  of  that  “good 
“people”  of  whom  they,  then,  acknowledged  them- 
selves to  have  been  only  agents  or  deputies  ; that,  for 
reasons  which  will  be  remembered,  no  such  authority, 
then  nor  subsequently,  bad  been  delegated  to  either 
themselves  or  to  the  Colony's  Delegates  in  the  Con- 
tinental Congress;  by  that  “good  people”  whose 
servants  and  representatives  both  they  and  the  Dele- 
gates referred  to  acknowledged  themselves  to  have 
been  ; and  that,  on  the  later  occasion,  which  is  now 
under  notice,  themselves  having  been  the  witnesses, 
they  were  quite  as  much  without  authority,  legal  or 
revolutionary,  “to  declare  this  Colony  to  be  and 
“continue  independent  of  the  Crown  of  Great 
“Britain,”  as  they  had  been,  on  the  former  occasion, 
of  which  mention  has  been  made.  If  it  had  been  an 
act  of  usurpation  to  have  declared  the  Independence 
oftheC  lonv,  without  the  “consent  ” of  the  Colony, 
previously  given,  on  the  former  occasion,  how  much 
less  flagrant  was  the  act,  also  without  having  obtain- 
ed that  “consent,”  on  the  later  occasion,  which  is  now 
under  consideration  \ Were  .John  Jay  and  those  whom 

* Journal  of  the  Proviucnil  GwgrcM,  “Tuesday,  P.M.,  White  Plain?, 
“ July  9th,  1 770.” 

The  Journal  tf  the  O/ntiiient  il  Oingr* of  Monthly,  the  fifteenth  «.*f 
July,  stated  that  a copy  of  tin-  first,  second,  and  fourth  of  these  very  im- 
portant Re  solutions  had  been  enclosed,  with  a number  of  other  pa  pets,  in  a 
letter  dated  on  the  eleventh  of  that  month,  aud  sent  to  that  Congress: 
that  the  letter  and  the  papers  which  were  en  :U»sed  in  it  were  received 
by  the  Continental  Congress,  on  Monday,  the  fifteenth  of  July  ; that  the 
three  Resolutions  named  were  entered  at  length,  on  the  Journal  nr  that 
i.’augr*** ; and  that  **tlm  letter,  with  the  papers  euc1ow:<J/'  was  referred 
to  the  Board  of  War. 
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fje  controlled  really  honest  and  sincere,  when,  on  the 

.venth  of  June,  preceding* 1,  they  made  the  confession 
of  their  legal  incapacity  to  make  such  a declaration 
Independence,  unless  with  the  previously-obtained 
•‘consent”  of  that  “good  people”  whose  servants 
and  deputies  they  then  acknowledged  themselves  to 
have  been  ? If  so,  what  possible  ground  is  there  for 
consistently  regarding  them  as  either  honest  or 
sincere,  when,  on  the  ninth  of  July,  the  occasion  which 
is  now  under  notice,  while  they  were  yet  without  that 
"eousent”  of  their  principals  and  constituents  which 
had  been  previously  regarded  as  essential  to  ensure 
validity  to  any  such  action,  they  actually,  on  their 
own  motion,- made  such  a declaration:  severed  the 
political  connection  which  had  previously  existed 
between  the  Colony  and  Great  Britain;  abrogated 
all  the  Laws  under  which  the  Colony  had  been  pre- 
viously governed;  deposed  the  previously  existing 
Colonial  Government ; and  usurped,  to  themselves, 
without  the  slightest  limitation,  the  absolute  and 
despotic  control  of  every  thing  relating  to  the  Civil, 
the  Ecclesiastical,  and  the  Military  concerns  of  all  who 
were  within  the  Colony,  not  sparing  even  the  con- 
sciences, the  opinions,  the  properties,  the  liberties,  or 
the  lives  of  those  who  presumed  to  say  to  them, 
“What  doest  thou?” 

We  shall  see,  hereafter,  how  much  of  honesty  and 
integrity  there  were,  in  either  of  these,  when  the  series 
of  Resolutions,  on  the  subject  of  the  Colony’s  in- 
dependence, which  is  now  under  consideration,  was 
written  and  adopted;  how  little  the  writer  of  them 
honestly  and  sincerely  regarded  those  Resolutions  as 
being, really,  what  they  appeared  to  have  been;  and 
how  little  foundation  in  truth  there  is  for  the  greater 
portion  of  what  has  been  written  concerning  that 
writer  and  what  he  did,  on  the  ninth  of  July,  1776. 

Having  disposed  of  the  subject  of  Independence  in 
the  curt  and  crispy  Resolution  which  headed  the  series 
which  was  reported  by  the  Committee,  the  Provin- 
cial Congress  turned  to  other  subjects  of  vastly  less 
importance;  and,  two  days  afterwards,  on  Thurs- 
day, the  eleventh  of  July,  very  probably,  no  record 
of  the  fact,  having  been  found,  the  publication  of 
the  Declaration  was  made,  officially,  at  r he  White 
Plains,  in  conformity  with  the  second  Resolution  of 
the  series,  on  that  subject,  which  had  been  adopted 
by  the  Congress.1 

The  great  importance  of  that  Resolution  which 
gave  the  sanction  of  the  Colony  of  New  York  to  the 
Resolution  for  Ind-pendmce  which  the  Congress  of 
tire  Continent  had  adopted  on  the  second  of  July, 

1 TV >1  to ii  stated,  in  bis  HitUtry  of  \Vr*tchf'#ter-o>inifyt  (original  edition, 
ii.,  3"'0,  300 ; th*  *irw»,  second  edition,  ii. , 564,)  that,  on  tbe  occasion 
referred  to,  “the  was  read  by  John  Thomas,  , and 

“seconded  by  Michael  Yarian  and  Samuel  * nwfor  1,  two  prominent 
1 Whips  of  Sours  bile.”  But  be  bus  given  no  authority  for  the  statement ; 
and  wni«*w»  by  “ John  Thomas,  Ks«|  the  reader  of  the  Derl'imtion  on 
th«‘  ot'iusioQ  referred  to,  he  meant  the  yotintrer  of  the  two  who  bore 
that  name,  we  must  bo  excused  for  doubting  the  accuracy  of  tbe  state- 
ment. 


197 


1 ■ 

was  seen  in  the  immediate  abrogation  of  all  the  forms 
of  Law  and  Government  whb  h had  previously  been 
>>•.  n throughout  the  Colony,  from  the  earlier  period 
; of  th°  settlement  by  Europeans  within  its  territory; 
and  the  substitution,  in  their  stead,  of  nothing  else 
than  the  government  of  unrestrained  force,  the  Law  of 
the  stronger.  A general  Jail-delivery,  in  the  City  of 
New  York,  signalized  the  “new  departure” — where 
| there  was  no  longer  any  Law,  there  could  not  be  any 
| breaches  of  the  Law,  either  in  the  matter  of  pecuniary 
[ obligations  or  in  that  of  any  other  obligation — and  as 
j every  civil  Commission  was  cancelled  by  that  Resolu- 
j lion  of  Independence  from  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain, 
j on  the  authority  of  which  royal  authority  every  such 
Commission  was  based,  every  Court  of  Justice  was 
closed,  every  function  of  Government  was  paralyzed, 
and  because  no  new  form  of  local  Government  and 
no  new  system  of  Statutes  had  been  provided  to  take 
the  places  of  the  others,  which  had  been  thus  vio- 
lently set  aside,  there  was  nothing  but  confusion  and 
uncertainty;  and  had  not  the  general  conservatism  of 
j the  Colonists  prevailed  and  preserved  the  general 
peace,  the  advent  of  Independence,  throughout  the 
Colony  of  New  York,  would  have  been  signalized  by 
many  a local  scene  of  terrorism  and  of  bloodshed.  Jt 
was  not  so  in  the  other  Colonies;  and  had  not  the 
master-spirits  of  the  revolutionary  faction,  in  New; 
York,  in  the  iuterest  of  Reconciliation,  obstructed  the 
work  of  creating  a new  form  of  Government,  quite 
as  effectively  as,  at  the  same  time,  they  were  creating 
a necessity  for  such  a new  system- — at  least  for  a Pro- 
visional Government,  if  not  for  a permanent  one — 
New  York  might,  also,  have  been  fully  prepared  for 
the  great  changes,  in  all  her  governmental  arrange- 
ments, which  were  thus  crowded  on  her.  A very 
competent  writer,  a witness  of  the  great  changes  of 
which  he  wrote  and  of  which  we  write,  thus  accu- 
rately and  graphically  described  them:  “The  Decla- 
“ ration  of  Independence,  published  by  Congress  on 
“the  fourth  of  July,  1776,  was  the  first  act  that  put 
“an  end  to  the  Courts  of  Law,  to  the  Laws  of  the 
“land,  and  to  the  administration  of  Justice,  under 
“the  British  Crown,  within  the  thirteen  Colonies. 
“The  revolt  was  now  complete.  Upon  this  event, 
“the  Law,  the  Courts,  and  Justice  itself  ceased:  all 
“was  anarchy:  all  was  confusion.  A usurped  kind 
“of  Government  took  place:  a medley  of  Military 
“Law,  Convention  Ordinances,  Congress  Recominen- 
; “dations,  and  Committee  Resolutions. 

It  is  proper  that  we  shall  say,  however,  that,  not- 
j withstanding  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was 

j thus  nominally  accepted  and  approved,  and  notwith- 
j standing  New  York  was  thus  formally  obligated  to 

I stand  or  fall  with  her  sister  States  in  the  support  and 
i defense  of  the  cause  in  which  they  were  engaged, 

' Independence  had  not  been,  as  we  have  already  seen, 
what  the  revolutionary  faction  of  the  great  party  of 


11  nr,  ii.,  1 15. 
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the  Opposition,  rn  New  York,  luid  de.-ind  and  a'm.'d 
for;  nor,  since  it  h id  been  crowded  through  tin-  Con-  I 
tiuental  Congre-s  without  the  approval  of  the  master- 
spirits of  that  revolutionary  faction  of  the  par  y and 
in  the  face  of  the  determined  opposition  of  those  who 
represented  or  who,  in  other  Colonies,  were  affiliated 
with  that  faction,  although  the  Declaration  and  Inde- 
pendence itself  had  been  acquiesced  in  by  the  Pro-  i 
vineial  Congress,  did  the  same  faction  regard  either 
with  the  slightest  favor;  nor,  as  the  subsequent  eon-  j 
duct  of  its  leading  members,  those  of  its  number 
from  whom  the  character  and  disposition  of  the  j 
whole  may  be  fairly  estimated,  in  postponing  the  I 
establishment  of  a new  form  of  Government  for  the  j 
young  State  and  leaving  it  during  more  than  nine 
months  without  the  slightest  semblance  of  a Govern-  j 
meat  of  any  kind,  clearly  indicated,  did  that  remark-  ! 
able  faction,  then,  intend  to  respect  either  the  Huso-  \ 
lution  for  Independence  or  the  Declaration  of  it  any  j 
longer  than  w >uld  be  necessary  to  enable  it  to  effect 
a reconciliation  with  Great  Britain,  and,  thereby,  to  ! 
secure  to  that  family  of  whom  all  the.  faction  were! 
either  members  or  hungry  followers,  all  those  official 
places,  within  the  Colony,  which  were  then  occupied  i 
by  their  hereditary  rivals,  and  all  that  influence,  lor 
like  purposes  of  aggrandizement,  within  other  C Io- 
nics and  within  the  Congress  of  the  confederacy,  to 
which  that  horde  of  miscellaneous  office-seekers  des- 
perately aspired,  and  to  which,  it  was  fondly  con- 
sidered, it  wonld  become  reasonably  entitled. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  ninth  of  July,  immediately 
after  the  Provincial  Congress  had  adopted  tlie  Report  ; 
of  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence had  been  referred,  and,  thereby,  as  far  as  it 
could  do  so,  had  abrogated  every  Law  and  every 
Commission  which  had  rested  on  the  sovereignty  of 
the  King  of  Great  Britain,  with  singular  cooluess  but 
entirely  consistent  with  the  absolutism  which  had 
thus  been  inaugurated  and  with  the  disposition  and 
desires  of  those  who  then  controlled  the  Congress, 
the  Sheriffs  of  the  several  Counties  were  “ authorized  j 
“ and  directed”  [not  bp  Law,  but  only  by  the  oligarchic  | 
will  and  the  consequent  ipse  dixit  of  the  Congress ,]  “to  j 
“retain  and  keep  in  their  custody  all  prisoners,  of  j 
“ whatever  kind,  which  are  or  may  be  in  their  cus-  j 
“tody,  until  the  further  order  of  this  Convention, 
“or  until  such  of  them  as  may  be  confined  for 
“ debt,  on  civil  process,  shall  bo  released  by  the 
“ Plaintiffs  so  brought  against  them  ; “ 1 and  thus  pro- 
vision was  made  for  the  safekeeping  not  only  of  the 
victims  of  earlier  lawlessness  Gut  of  subsequent  abso- 
lutism, the  latter,  by  the  ter  ills  of  tin?  Resolution, 
concentrated  within  the  Provincial  Congress  itself.-’ 


1 Journal  of  the  Provincial  Cnnyre**,  “Tuesdny,  P.M.,  White  Plains, 
41  July  ‘Jtllj  1776.” 

2 It  is  very  evident  that  James  Pe  Laneey,  the  SheritT  of  Westchester- 
county,  or  the  Deputy- who  represented  him,  obeyed  the  Resolution  of 
the  Provincial  Congre.s* *  by  holding  in  confinement,  in  tho  County  Jail, 
t hotio  4‘  Prisoners  of  State"  who,  for  political  lea.1-  >n.c,  had  been  or  who 


Immediately  after  the  provision  of  depositaries  f.  r 
the  victims  of  it.-  absolutism,  as  stated  in  the  Ib-r ; 
tion  above  referred  to,  the  Provincial  Congress  r.  Cw-l 
the  notorious  Committee  to  detect  Conspiracies,  which 
had  ceased  to  exist  by  reason  of  the  dissolution  of  the 
Congress  who  had  created  it;3  united  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Prisoners  of  War,  which  had  been  ap- 
pointed during  the  morning  session;  withdrew  the 
authority  to  interfere  with  those  who  were  suspected 
of  disaffection,  which  had  been  vested  in  General 
Washington,  by  the  preceding  Provincial  Congress, 
puring  the  panic  occasioned  by  the  arrival  of  the 
Royal  Army;4  vested  the  consolidated  Committee, 
thus  created,  with  authority  to  “ carry  into  execution 
“all  such  Resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress  and 
“comply  with  all  such  necessary  requisitions  of  the 
“General”  [ Washington,']  “as  require  so  much  de- 
“ spatch  as  to  render  an  application  to  this  Congress 
“ impracticable  or  attended  with  dangerous  delay  ; " 
appointed  John  8 loss  Hobart,  of  Suffolk,  Gouverneur 
Morris  and  Colonel  Lewis  Graham,  of  Westell  ester- 
county,  Leonard  Gausevoort,  of  Albany-county,  and 
Thomas  Randall  and  Colonel  Henry  Remsen,  of  the 
City  of  New  Ynrk,  or  any  three  of  them,  for  such 
Committee;  “permitted”  the  Committee  “ to  proceed 
“in  the  business  under”  [untof]  “them  committed, 
“ in  such  a manner  as  to  them  shall  appear  to  be  most 
“agreeable  to  the  dictates  of  justice  and  humanity 
“ and  most  ad  vaucive  of  the  public  good : ” a and  so  set 
in  motion,  again,  that  concealed  instrumentality  of 
despotism,  which,  under  the  same  plea  of  “ necessity,” 
b.ad  stamped  tiie  records  and  the  history  of  the  third 
Provincial  Congress  with  everlasting  shame;  and,  in 
this  later  instance,  with  such  an  increase  of  authority 
as  made  it,  practically,  an  absolute  power  which  was 
greater  in  its  ability  to  oppress  the  Slate  than  even 
the  Provincial  Congress  itself." 


were,  subsequently,  sent  to  him,  (P/i/iviof  Jo*}wa  Pa,- 1>/ and  fourteen 
other*,  “ White  Plains  Goal,  August  the  18th,  1770  ; ” pillion  of 
thou  Purdy,  Junior,  *'  White  Plains  G >al,  August  30th,  1776  ; ” P-t-tlm 
of  H nrii  Cha*ef  “ Wight  Plains  Goal,  August  30,  1776;  ” etc.)  as  w~ll 
ns  those  Prisoners  of  War  who,  also,  were  sent  to  him,  for  safe-keeping, 
(EsnmimtiioiiH  of  John  Simpson,  Jana’s  Auehnixhj,  and  * tv#*  >Ah  rs,  Pn  -,>■  a 
f f War, , “ White  Plains  in  Westchester  ('••!  nty,  July  6th,  1776,  com- 
pared with  the  Pel  ' oj  Williat  M .'*•  n V ono  of  t • muni  , Itn 
tho  P<t)‘Qhs  of  J'twx  A'.i'.huinly  and  John  Simp*-  .•  Willi' tm  ' fcl  > 
•latccl  October  20.  177b  ; and  with  the  P ' lion  Of  J fhi  f>  yg  .i _ 1 1 / tm 
Mrprnnol,  WdVnviF.i  l"-,  und  J‘*-'ph  Wollcovb,  “Octr.,  1770  ;”}  tlu-  lat- 
ter of  which  Petition' is  also  interesting  because  of  the  information  which 
it  brings  of  the  treatment  of  Prisoners  of  War.  at  the  \Y  bite  Plains,  by 
those  "ho  were  in  authority,  under  the  “Convention  of  the  Represeuta- 
“ fives  of  the  State  of  New  York  ; ” etc. 

3 Vide  p.ige  171,  ante. 

* Journal tf  the  Provincial  Conyns*,  “ Sunday  Afternoon,  June  30th,  1776." 

$ Journal  of  the.  Pro  cine  ud  tonyregr,  “Tuesday,  F.M.,  White  Plains, 
“July  Oth,  1776.” 

•‘Although  tl'.r*  Provincial  Congress  was  a ated  at  a distance  from 
the  City  of  New  York,  this  Committee  preferred  to  hold  its  meetings 
in  that  City;  and,  with  the  unlimited  authority  with  which  it  w:l> 
vested,  with  nothing  To  control  its  own  estimate  of  a “necessity,”  and 
with  tlie  strong  arm  of  the  military  power  to  support  that  estimate,  that 
Committee  was,  in  fact,  an  oligarchy  of  al*s<  lute  power,  p*.*a5*--ing 
greater  means  fur  oppression  and  outrage  than  was  held  by  the  Provin- 
cial Congress  \\hj  li  had  created  it  and  bv  who-.-  warrant  it  acted. 
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i in  Wednesday,  the  tenth  of  July,  the  Provincial 
v*  njjress  “ resolved  and  ordered  that  the  style  or 

title  of  this  House  he  changed  from  ‘ The  Pikjvin- 
'“cial  Congress  oe  the  Colony  of  New- York’,  . 
“which  it  had  previously  borne,  to  that  of  ‘The 
"‘Convention  of  the  Representatives  of  the 
“‘State  of  New-York  ; ’ and,  thenceforth,  there  I 
was  no  open  pretension  that  the  King  of  Croat  Britain 
was  the  Sovereign  of  that  portion  of  America  or  that 
those  who  were  within  thebounds  of  her  territory  owed 
the  slightest  allegiance  to  him  or  obedience  to  his  j 
commands. 

The  fourth  Provincial  Congress,  notwithstanding 
the  momentous  events  which  were  evidently  rapidly  1 
approaching,  was  immediately  zealous  in  continuing 
the  remarkable  policy  which  had  distinguished  the  j 
preceding  three  of  the  series  and  which  had  served  j 
to  keep  alive  and  to  intensify  tire  feuds  of  former  days, 
separating  the  Colonists  into  factions,  bitterly  antag- 
onistic in  feelings  and  in  actions,  instead  of  seeking 
to  edneiliate  those  who  differed  ; to  pacify  those  who 
were  discontented ; to  bring  into  harmony,  the  thoughts  j 
and  opinions  and  desires  which  were  discordant  and 
jarring;  and  to  secure  concert  of  action,  for  the  pro- 
motion and  support  of  “ the  common  cause,”  among  ! 
those  w ho  had  previously  differed  only  on  the  means  | 
which  should  be  employed  for  the  accomplishment  of  j 
the  common  purpose.  But  the  revival,  with  largely  j 
increased  authority  and  without  any  diminution  of 
malignancy,  of  the  notorious  political  Inquisition — the 
Committee  to  detect  Conspiracies — afforded  abundant 
evidence  of  the  purpose  of  the  master-spirits  of  the 
new-formed  Convention  to  keep  apart  those  who 
might  have  been  united,  had  a redress  of  grievances 
been  the  only  purpose  of  the  movements;  and  to 
drive  over  into  the  ranks  of  the  Royal  Army  or  into 
the  service  of  that  Army,  those  who,  under  a more 
judicious  policy,  would  not  have  become  enemies, 
eager  for  retaliation,  even  if  they  had  not  become 
very  active  friends.  The  outlawry  of  Richmond  and 
Queeus-couuties  and  the  terrible  outrages  which  had 
been  inflicted  on  their  peaceful  inhabitants,  under 
the  authority  or  with  the  permission  of  the  earlier 
Provincial  Congresses,  had  already  produced  their 
legitimate  results,  in  the  eagerness  with  which  !he 
persecuted  and  outraged  inhabitants  of  each  of  these 
Counties  had  accepted  the  protection  of  the  Royal 
Army  and  taken  lip  arms  for  retaliatory  action;-  and 


1 Journul  of  the  Provincial  Congress , “ Wednesday  morning,  White  i 
“Plains,  July  loth,  1776.” 

Doctor  Sparks  erroneously  stated,  {Writings  of  George  I Fushingtoi,,  iii., 
470,  note,)  that  that  change  in  the  title  of  the  Provincial  Congress  was 
made  on  the  ninth  of  July,  and  cited  the  Manuscript  Journal  of  the  Con- 
gres*,  of  the  ninth  of  July,  as  his  authority  : we  have  preferred  to  depend 
on  the  official  copy  ot  that  Journal , as  it  was  printed  by  order  of  the  j 
Legislature,  in  1642,  which  clearly  indicates  that  the  change  was  made  \ 
on  the  following  day. 

7 John  Adams  was  either  a very  poor  judge  of  human  nature  or  a very  ( 
besotted  ami  haughty  aristocrat,  regarding  the  masses  as  uu worthy  of  j 
his  sympathy  or  respoct,  or  both,  when  he  wrote  of  these  people,  then  j 


nothing  else  than  a continued  and  a more  than  ever 
before  besotted  haughtiness,  utterly  unmindful  of  die 
Rights  of  those  who  were  assumed  to  be  subject  to 
their  authority,  and  a continued  and  more  than 
ever  before  mulish  stubbornness,  in  their  continued 
determination  to  reduce  every  one  who  opposed  them, 
no  matter  how  slightly,  to  an  unconditional  arid  abso- 
lute submission  of  thought,  word,  and  deed,  to  their 
oligarchic  authority,  regardless  of  any  and  every  conse- 
quence to  others  or  to  the  country  at  large — only  such 
a haughtiness  and  such  a stubbornness,  indeed,  as  had 
characterized  the  Colonial  policy  and  the  administra- 
tion of  Lord  Bute  and  Lord  North  and  Lord  George 
Germaine  and  their  Tory  associates,  in  England;  the 
same  as  those  which  had  controlled  the  three  Congresses 
which  had  preceded  it,  after  the  members  of  the  fir.-t 
of  them  had  been  induced  to  wander  into  the  green 
pastures  of  the  revolutionary  faction — could  have 
induced  the  master-spirits  of  this  new  Provincial  Con- 
gress, under  the  peculiar  circumstances  which  had 
recently  arisen,  to  disregard  the  significant  teachings 
of  their  earlier  policy,  and  to  create  disaffection  and 
to  raise  tip  enemies  when  harmony  ai.d  a concert  of 
action,  iu  the  cause  of  their  common  country,  had 
become  so  vitally  necessary.  In  the  prosecution  of 
that  ill-advised  and  injudicious,  as  well  as  barbarous, 
policy,  it  continued  to  make  arrests  of  individuals 
whom  somebody  had  denounced  as  “ suspected  ; 3 and 
even  individual  members  of  the  Convention,  on  their 
individual  motions,  without  the  slightest  charge  against 
their  victims,  ordered  individuals  into  imprisonment.* 


bleeding  from  every  pore,  from  outrages  iuflicted  on  them  by  authority 
or  with  the  permission  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  and  rejuicimr  that 
protection  had  been  extended  to  them  and  to  tlmir  property,  by  stran- 
gers, in  such  words  as  these  : “The  unprincipled  and  unfeeling  and  un- 
natural inhabitants  of  Staten-Island  are  cordially  receiving  thoeuen.iv  • 
“ami,  deserters  say,  have  engaged  to  take  arms.  They  are  an  ignorant 
“cowardly  pack  of  scoundrels.  Their  numbers  are  small,  ami  their 
“spiritless.”  {Letter  to  Mrs.  AJims,  “Philadelphia,  July  11,  177*.", 

Mr.  Adams  should  have  told  just  what  he  would  have  done,  had  he 
and  his  family  passed  through  such  an  ordeal  of  *•  patriotism  ” as  these 
islanders  had  sustained,  and  had  he,  as  they  were,  been  without  hope  of 
relief  from  his  own  countrymen.  The  record  of  bis  judgment  would, 
then,  have  been  complete. 

3 See  the  instances  of  Christopher  Templer,  {Journal  of  tk C'mr  nti  ?*. 
“Die  Lunre,  4 ho.,  I'.M.,  July  22,  1776  ;”)  that  of  Robert  Sutton, 
name,  “Dir-  Mercurii,  0 ho.,  A.M.,  July  24th,  1776;”)  that  of  NiehoKi* 
Couwenhoven,  (Journal  <>f  the  Cammi.'f  - of  &tft <‘y,  “ Tuesday  afternoon 
“ Augt.  27,  1 7 1 0 ; ”)  and  many  others. 

4 See  the  instance  of  Henry  Chase,  “committed  to  the  Jail  at  White 
“Plains,  by  an  order  from  the  Major,”  [Major  Webster,  D.putu  fr  m 
Charlotte -counfg.]  (Journal  of  the  Convention , “Die  Jovis,  5 lu>..  P.M. 
“July  25,  1776.”) 

This  case  of  imprisonment  of  Henry  Chase  very  perfectly  illustrated 
the  despotic  disposit:on  and  actious  of  those  who  were  then  in  au- 
thority. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  of  July,  the  date  of  the  entry  of  his  arrest  on  the 
Journal  of  the  Convention , (he  may  have  been  arr  -ted  much  curlier.)  he 
petitioned  the. Convention  that  he  was  “confined  in  Goal  upon  siivpision. 
11  without  money  or  friends,”  and  begged  that  body  would  “bestow  its 
“charity”  upon  him,  ( Petition  of  Henry  Chao:  awl  three  s.  “White 
“ Plains,  July  25,  1776:”  Historical  ALtnuscrij-tt,  etc. : Pitifum*,  xxxiii  , 
152.) 

On  the  thirtieth  of  August,  Chase  again  petitioned  the  Convention, 
as  follows : 


' 

■ 

. 

■ 

. 

s 


_ 


' 

- 


- 


200 


WESTCII ESTER  COUNTY. 


i 


Arrests  were  thus  made,  very  often,  without  the 
slightest  reason,  even  from  the  standpoint  of  those  ex 
ercisiug  the  authority;  1 and  even  women,  when  they 


“ Wight  Plains  Goal,  August  30,  1776. 

“Gentlemen’  ; My  confinement  id  the  Rciwon  of  uiy  Petitioning  to 
'•you  the  Honorable  Provential  Congress,  hopcing  your  Honour*  will  l*? 

“ Plea^r1  to  Take  my  Case  into  Consideration  for  the  CVniiete  of  Safety  " j 
[tkc  C amnitten  of  W>”4i'1v*t  t county]  ‘ Says  tli.it  they  have  no  Right  to  i 
"try  me  So  I leave  uiv  Case  to  your  ILmnoura  and  B*  gg  that  your  , 
“ Honnoura  would  Concider  me  f"r  I tiavo  biii  imprisoned  i long  t i mo , 
"aud  nothing  Appeared  against  mo,  So  1 lM*gg  that  your  Honnoura  ' 
“ would  consider  nit*  as  Quick  as  Possible  for  I am  a Poor  man  and  itt  is  j 
41  a Great  Dammage  to  me  to  Ly  in  Prison,  so  Gentlemen  I Leave  my 
" Case  to  your  Honnoura  not  Dontiug  but  ymir  wisdoms  Gentlemen  will  i 
"do  me  justice,  the  Broken  Petition  from  me, 

“Henry  ('mask. 

4 * Postscript.  Gentlemen  I should  be  very  glad  if  your  Honnoura 
44  would  be  so  good  as  to  send  for  me  before  your  Honnour  as  Quick  lie 
“ Possible  and  in  so  doing  you  w ill  greatly  me. 

44  IIenuy  Chase.” 


(HU/rlcui  yiuntwripts,  etc. : Ptlitunis  : xxxiii.,  PMJ.) 

The  Comity  Committee  had  officially  informed  Chase,  nine  days  pre- 
viously, that  it  ha<l  no  jurisdiction  of  his  case,  and  directed  him  to  the 
Convention,  (Westchester -county  Com mUlve  U>  Hury  Chase,  “In  Com- 
“mhtke  or  Safety  for  the  Ooi'nty  or  Wesivumter,  White  Plains, 
"Aug.  21,  1776 ” — If  Utur*  al  Manuscripts,  etc.:  Petitions,  xxxiii,  102;; 
but  no  attention  whatever  was  paid  to  the  po*>r  man’s  Petition,  by 
either  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  State  or  the  Convention  to  whom 
it  was  addressed — he  was  only  "a  Poor  man,”  one  of  the  "poor  rep- 
44  tiles,”  of  earlier  4*  patriotism.” 

On  the  thirteenth  of  September,  the  unfortunate  prisoner  again  pre- 
sented a Petition  for  relief,  in  these  words  : 

"White  Plains  Goal,  September  13,  1776. 
“Gentlemen  or  the  Honorable  Pbovenshall  Congress. 

44  Tills  my  Humble  Petition  to  Beg  of  your  Honnoura  to  send  for  me 
44  that  I may  have  my  tryal  for  the  County  Commute  and  the  Commete 
44  of  Safety  says  that  they  have  no  Kight  to  try  me  and  I have  desird 
44  them  to  send  me  to  the  Ilonnourable  Provenshall  Congress  and  they 
“toll  me  they  Dare  Not  send  me  without  ord  ts  from  your  IKnnours 
44  Gentlemen  so  I shall  be  very  Glad  if  your  lfonnours  will  be  Good 
"Enouf  to  send  for  me  as  soon  as  Possible,  for  I have  bin  in  Prison 
41  Going  on  Eight  weeks  aud  I cant  stipjiort  myself  auy  Longer,15  So 
"Gentlemen  I Shall  be  very  Glad  if  your  Honnoura  would  take  my 
"case  into  Consideration  if  your  Hounours  Pleases  so  that  I may  be 
"clear1  or  condeiu**  So  Gentlemen  I leave  my  case  to  your  Honnoura 
44  wise  consideration  not  Douting  but  your  iionnours  will  Lave  compas- 
sion on  a Poor  Prisoner. 

“ IIf.nry  Chare." 


(Hislornal  Utaimsa-ipU i,  etc.  : Petitions , xxxiii.,  90.) 

To  this  second  appeal,  tliere  does  net  appear  to  have  been  made  the 
slightest  answer,  although  it  was  received  by  the  Convention,  and  ‘road,” 
(Journal  of  the  Convention , Tuesday  morning,  Septr.  17,  1776  ;)  aud  His 
tor y is  silent  concerning  the  remainder  of  the  victim's  career. 

Those  who  shall  desire  to  know*  who  and  what  kind  of  a man  it  was 
who  had  thus  possessed  and  exercised  power  enough  to  point  his  dirty 
finger  at  u man  and  cause  him  to  be  thus  outr:**r-4.-  with  wt  any  remedy, 
may  be  gi  utined  b^  turning  to  a P *Uton  addressed  to  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, on  the  fourth  of  .May.  1776,  by  William  Duer,  subsequently  well 
known,  (Hist  > rival  .7 Ianvscript .<,  etc.  : Pel  it  i *■»/.**,  xxxii.,  >5  ;)  and  to  the 
Area1  of  M mies,  p1*  by  the  l'r+u*un  r for  ir/iich  no  Acco*  ha*  }»  ■ , r>  n- 
(h  red  by  the  jwnuns  to  i chom  they  were  paid , reported  by  the  Treasurer 
to  the  Convention,  on  the  eighteenth  of  September,  1770 

(Historical  MontuHjripts,  etc.  : Misr*Unneou#  Papers,  xxxvi.,  257.) 

1The  instances  of  Christopher  Templar,  already  referred  to;  that  of 
Robert  Sutton,  (Journal  of  the  Convention,  41  Die  3Ir*rcurii,  9 lio.,  A.M  ., 
"July  21,  1776  ; ”)  that  of  John  Thomas,  ( the  same,  “ Die  SabUiti,  9 ho., 
44  A. M.,  July  27,  1776  that  of  John  button,  (the  same,  “ Die  Sabbati,  3 
"ho.,  P.M.,  July  27,  1776;”)  and  others. 

♦ The  reader  will  remember  that  such  prisoners  m?  this,  those  thrust 
into  coufiueineut  because  it  suited  somebody  to  “su-pect”  them,  were 
compelled  to  support  themselves,  while  in  Jail,  or  to  starve,  unless  some- 
body should  charitably  help  them  to  food. 


refused  to  be  mode  tools  for  their  inquisitorial  prac- 
tices, were  ordered  to  be  imprisoned  “until  they 
"should  imike  discovery  or  declaration  aforesaid.’’ 3 
Arrests  were  made  by  military  ofiicera,  even  for  al- 
leged civil  offences;3  and,  of  course,  the  arbitrary 
arrests  of  those  who  were  obnoxious  to  members  of 
the  several  County  Committees  were  continued,  with- 
out abatement  * — the  Committee  of  the  City  of  New 
York  assumed  authority  to  pass  over  the  Hudson* 
river,  into  New  Jersey;  to  arrest  six  persons,  “in 
“ Bergen  Woods,  near  Bull’s  Ferry;”  and  to  bring  its 
prisoners  over  the  river,  and  imprison  them  in  the 
Jail  of  the  City.5  Occasionally,  food  was  provided 
for  those  who  were  thus  seized  and  confined ; c but 
such  a favor  was  exceptional : in  some  instances,  the 
expense  of  being  confined  was  increased  by  official 
extras;1 7  but  there  was  an  instance,  also,  wherein  a 
prisoner,  arrested  by  order  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  was  liberated  from  confinement,  by  the  Con- 
vention, and  given  the  largest  liberty,  with  no  other 
condition  than  that  of  an  elastic  parole,  only  because 
of  his  “connection  with  a large  family  of  well-attached, 
“warm  Whigs,”  and  because  it  would  be  “ the  most 
“politic  course  to  do  so;” 8 aud  a second  instance, 
wherein  “a  person  of  equivocal  character,”  in  West- 
chester-countv,9  and  whose  name  was  included  in  the 
List  of  Suspected  Persons  on  which  Frederic  Philipse’s 
name  also  appeared,10  and  who  was  ostentatiously  sum- 
moned to  appear  before  the  notorious  “ Committee  to 
“detect  Conspiracies,”  of  which  his  half-brother  and 


2 See  tho  instance  of  Elizabeth  Hicks,  of  Rockav.ay,  (Journal  of  the 
Convention,  " Die  Mercurii,  9 lio.,  A.M.,  August  14,  1776.”) 

3 Sec  the  instances  of  George  Davy  and  William  Tucker,  arrested  by 
Major  Graham,  (Journal  of  the  Convention , “Thursday  morning,  July 
44 16,  1776 ; ”)  those  arrested  by  Lieutenant  Brett,  ( the  fame , "Die  Veneris, 
44  4 ho.,  P.51.,  Septr.  27,  1776 ; ”)  etc. 

1 The  instances  of  William  Sutton  and  his  son,  John  Sutton,  (the  latter 
discharged  by  the  Convention,)  arrested  by  the  Committee  of  Weatclies- 
ter-county,  (Journal  of  the  Convention,  4*  Die  Jovis,  5 ho.,  P.M.  July  25, 
44  1776,”  •,  and  of  Abraham  C.  Cuvier,  Joliu  Duucan,  Stephen  De  Lanccy, 
John  Monier,  aud  Benjamin  Hilton,  arrested  and  banished  into  Connec- 
ticut, by  tho  Committee  of  Albany-county,  (the  same,  ‘‘Die  Mereurii.  9 
“ho.,  A. 31.,  Augt.  21.  1776,”)  aro  noteworthy. 

5 John  B-rrinn , Chairman , to  the  Convention,  44  COMMITTEE  CHAMBER, 
44  New- York,  Augt.  2,  1776;”  Journal  of  the  Gnu-nut  ion , 44  Die  3Ler- 
“curii,  3 lio.,  A.M.,  Augt.  7.  1776.” 

°The  instances  of  Uinlor  Van  Housco  and  Henry  Dawkins,  in  the 
Jail  at  the  White  Plains.  (Journal  of  th‘.  Couevi.tioa,  *4  Friday  morning, 
"An  :t.  9,  1776,”;  may  bo  noticed. 

7 William  Sutton  was  arrested  and  confined  in  the  Jail  at  th*3  Plains, 
furnishing  his  own  food,  as  was  usual  ; but,  soon  after,  lie  was  banisl  ed 
to  Philadelphia,  and  there  confined,  "subsisting  himself,’’  besides  hav- 
ing been  required  to  pay  to  Lieutenant  Alexander  Hunt,  who  conveyed 
him  to  Philadelphia,  the  expenses  of  his  own  journey,  the  expenses  of 
Hunt  while  thus  engaged  in  escorting  him,  and  twelve  shillings  tier  day 
to  the  latter,  "for  his  trouble  in  the  premises.”  (Journal  of  the  Con- 
vention, "Die  Subbati,  3 ho.,  P.31  , July  27,  1776.”) 

s Sec  the  instance  of  Willett  Taylor,  who  was*  thus  favored,  at  the  in- 
stance of  General  John  Morin  Scott,  ( Journal  of  the  Convention,  " Tuvs- 
44  day  ‘morning,  Augt.  13,  1776;”  the  mime,  44  Thura  lay,  A.M. , August 
" 15,  1776;”  Gviffral  John  M <rin  Scott  to  John  JT' /{:  **■  >n,  New-WijK, 

44 horn  resp.  13th  August,  1776;”  the  sain-'  to , "New-Yokk, 

" Aug  U,  1770.”) 

8 Minute*  of  the  Commit/ r to  detect  Conspiracies,  44  Thursday,  A. 31. , 

"June  27,  1776.” 

1(1  Historical  inuscriph,  etc. : ancons  Paper*,  xxxvi.,  156 
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another  kinsman  were  lea'ling  meinhers,1  wsi«  mail-  tin? 
••.Finite  of  the  High  Court  of  \.l:»i  rally  of  ihU  j 

Suite,”  only  thirty-four  days  utter  he  hud  been  thus  I 
summoned  to  answer  a charge  of  having  been  “sns-  I 
“ peeted,”  and  before  he  had  answered  to  that  Sum-  j 
inons;1  and  a third  instance,  when  a leading  member 
of  the  Convention  itself,  because  of  his  known  incli- 
nations and  because  of  his  continued  and  frequent 
correspondence  with  his  friends,  in  the  City  of  New 
York  as  well  as  with  those  in  Philadelphia,  after  both 
those  Cities  had  been  occupied  by  the  Royal  Army; 
and  because  of  his  expressed  desire  to  go  into  the  City 
of  New  York,  for. the  purpose  of  visiting  those  friends ; 
and  because  of  his  application  for  a (lag,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  those  desires  into  effect;  became  gen- 
erally and  very  seriously  “suspected,”  1 without  hav- 
ing been  official !y  disturbed,  by  any  one — be  was  not 
one  of  those  “poor  vipers”  of  whom  he  had  told,  only 
a few  months  previously;1 2 3 4 5  nor  did  lie  come  within 
the  circle  of  those  whom  the  dominant,  aristocratic 
clique  of  that  period  was  inclined  to  degrade  to  the 
level  of  the  common  people.  There  have  been  some, 
from  that  time  until  this,  who  have  seen  that,  in  the 
hands  of  such  as  then  controlled  the  affairs  of  New 
York,  the  scales  of  justice  were  sadly  tilted ; that  there 
was  one  kind  of  justice  for  one  class  of  the  inhabit- 
ants and  another  kind  of  justice  for  another  class; 
that,  in  practice,  the  vaunted  equality  of  all  men  was 
a fiction. 

It  was  a favorite  practice  to  remove  the  victims  of 
these  arrests  from  the  vicinage  of  the  alleged  o Renee  ; 
and  the  .Tail  at  Kingston  was  much  employed,51  al- 
though Morristown,  in  New  Jersey,6  and  Hartford, 
in  Connecticut,7  and  the  City  of  Philadelphia,3  and 


1 Minnies  of  the  Committee  0>  detect  Crntpiracies,  “Thursday,  A .31., 
“ June  27,  1776/’ 

2 Compare  the  record  of  the  Summon*  of  Richard  Morris,  in  the  preced- 
ing Note,  with  that  of  his  appointment,  in  the  Journal  of  the  Conn: ntion} 
“ Die  Mereurii,  0 ho  , A.M.,  July  31,  1770.” 

3 Reference  is  made,  in  this  place,  to  Gouverneur  Morris  ; and  those 
who  shall  incline  to  know  more  of  the  subjects  referred  to,  are  referred 
to  Doctor  Sparks’s  IAfr.  of  Gourerncnr  J[»rrl<,  i.,  15-1-161,  in  which,  not- 
withstanding the  evident  purpose  of  the  kind-hearted  biographer  to  say 
as  littla  in  disparagement  of  the  aristocratic  culprit  as  possible,  the 
careful  reader  will  perceive*  the  unceasing  hankerings  of  that  distin- 
guished “patriot,”  for  the  fleshpots  of  monarchy. 

4 Vide  page  12,  ante. 

5 The  in -.-unces  of  Bloomer  Nelson,  Samuel  Haines,  Josiah  Disberry, 
and  Jacob  Sch u reman,  resi  hints  of  Westcliester  county,  [Journal  of  tin 

(.' onrrntioii , ‘'Thursday  morning,  August  -0,  1176;”  Petit  ism  of  John 

S ire,  li  loonier  Xeelson,  and  others,  “ IvlNosiON  Goal,  lVbrJ  19'-**,  1777  ” — 

Jlint/n’ical  Mannsei  7 pis : Petition*,  xxxiii.,  638  ; Petition  of  Bloomer  \'ls>n 
and  three  other*,  “ Kingston  Go  vt.,  March  26,  1777 — Wstorind  Maun- 
*'i;ipt.s,  etc.,:  petit  1 ms,  xxxiii.,  CU>,)  arc  sufficient  for  this  purpose, 

although  there  are  numerous  others. 

**  Journal  of  the  Convention,  “ Die  Sabbati,  9 ho  , A.M.,  Augt.  17,  1776) 

the  Preuhleui  of  the  ( ,’m rentim  to  the  Canmitte,  of  (J^br-county,  “ I V CvN - 
“ vuvriuN  or  the  Rkpiiesentatives  of  Tin:  State  of  X.kw  York, 

“IIarlf.m,  Augt.  17,  1776;”  etc. 

"The  instances  of  Abraham  C.  Cuyler,  John  Duncan,  Stephen  Re 

Lnneey,  John  Mouier,  and  Benjamin  Milton,  already  referred  to,  w ill  be 
remembered  by  tlio  reader. 

* It  will  be  remembered  that  "William  Sutton  of  Mamaroneck  was 

banished  to  Philadelphia. 

21 


“others  “of  the  neighbouring  States,”  3 * * — of  course, 
the  older-time  repository  of  the  victims  of  New  York’s 
“suspicion,”  at  Litchfield,  in  Connecticut,  was  in- 
cluded; — diil  not  fail  to  receive  their  very  welcome 
supply  of  well-to-do  hoarders. 

During  the  first  three  months  of  the  existence  of 
tlie  Convention,  there  were  thus  lawlessly  seized,  of 
the  residents  of  U'estchester-eounty,  William  and 
John  Sutton,  of  Mamaroneck;11  John  Rogers,  a ser- 
vant of  Lewis  Morris,  of  Morrisunia ; 12  Joseph 
Reade,  of  Westchester ; 15  Isaac  Underhill,  of  Yon- 
kers,11 and  Philip  Palmer13 *  and  James  Horton, 
Junior,16  besides  a number  of  others  the  names  of 
whom  were  not  recorded  on  the  Journal  of  the 
Convention}' 


9 Journal  of  the  OommiWe  of  Safety  * “Saturday  morning,  Xovr.  0, 
“ 1770.” 

10  Journal  of  the  Convention,  “ Die  Jo  vis,  4 ho.,  P.M.,  July  13,  1776.” 

11  Vide  page  2 )0,  ante. 

Journal  of  ike  Coureution,  “ Wednesday  morning,  Augt.  28,  1776  ; ” 
the  same,  “ Thursday  morning,  Augt.  29,  1770.” 

13  The  Affidavit  on  which  Joseph  Reade  was  ordered  to  be  arrested  is 
such  asingular  production  that  wo  are  induced  to  copy  it. 

“Dutchess  County,  ss.  Abraham  \V.  R.  I'eyster,  being  sworn,  d*»pos- 
“eth  and  suith  that,  on  Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  Friday,  the.  fourth, 
“fifth,  and  sixth  days  of  September  instant,  he  was  at  XewlRoehelle,  in 
“the  County  of  Westchester;  that  on  one  of  the  above-named  days,  he 
“heard,  (as  far  as  he  can  at  present  recollect,!  either  Theodosius  Bartow, 
“of  Xew-Rocbelle  aforesaid,  or  Anthony  Abrahams,  of  the  Town  of 
“ "Westchester,  in  substance,  say,  in  a conversation  this  Deponent  had 
“ with  the  one  or  the  other  of  them,  on  the  American  contest,  that  Jo- 
seph Reade,  late  of  the  City  of  New- York,  Attorney-at-Law,  but,  at 
“ preseut,  as  this  Deponent  understood,  a resident  in  the  Town  of  West- 
“ Chester,  was  reputed  a great  Tory  ; that  the  chief  of  his,  the  said  Jo- 
“ seph  Reade’s,  conversation  was  of  the  Tory  kind:  and  that  he,  the 
“said  Joseph  Reade,  had  reported  that,  in  the  late  Battle  ou  Long  Is- 
“land,  between  the  American  Army  and  that  of  the  King  of  Great 
“ Britain,  the  Americans  had  lost  either  seven  or  fourteen  thousand  men. 
“(This  Deponent  cannot  now  recollect  which  of  the  two  numbers  was 
“mentioned,  but  rather  thinks  fourteen.)  This  Deponent  further  says, 
“that  the  amount  of  all  he  heard  at  Xcw-Rochelle,  at  the  time  afore- 
“saul,  respecting  Joseph  Reade,  was,  that  the' said  Joseph  Reade  was  a 
“great  Tory  and  very  unfriendly  to  the  American  cause,  and  further 
“ this  Deponent  saith  not. 

“A.  W.  D.  Pbyster. 

“Sworn  before  me,  this  10th  ) 

Sept.,  1776.  / 

“ A BM . Y AT ES,  J U N R .,  Presale n L ’ ’ 

That  Abraham  W.  Do  Peyster  was  an  employe  of  the  Convention,  in 
its  work  of  making  arrests  and  conveying  the  victims  into  exile,  as  a 
copyist,  etc.  ; and  he  was  evidently  anxious  for  another  job,  of  the  same 
class,  wh  hi  be-' volunteered  ‘his  singular  testimony.  But  the  Committee 
of  Safety  «J:-.ii'i"  'nted  his  evident  e\pc*  union-.  by  to  u-.-mi!<*ii*.g  the  Affi- 
davit to  the  Committee  of  Westchestcr-vouiUy,  “ with  a letter  requesting 
“them  to  proceed  thereon,”  (Journal  f t/<  Committee  (f  S’fty,  “Dio 
“Martis,  8 ho.,  A.M..  Septr.  10,  1770.”) 

14  Journal  of  the  Onnmitlee  of  S \fetij,  “ Die  Luu.t,  9 ho.,  A.M.,  October 
“7,  1776.” 

15  Ibid. 

16  Journal  of  the.  Convention,  “ Wednesday  afternoon,  July  17,  1776.-* 

17  “ Rfshlvfi*  ; That  General  .Morris  be  ordered  immediately  to  appre- 
hend and  secure  the  persons  urdered  to  bo  apprehended  by  thi-  Con- 
“ veutiou,  yesterday,  and  that  he  be  furnished  uith  a list  of  those  persons 
“names,”  (J  ariml  of  the  C n>  c ntion,  “Die  Sabbati,  4 ho.,  P.  M.,  Augt. 
“10,  1776.”) 

As  no  such  Order  fur  the  arrest  of  any  one  as  is  recited  in  the  alnere 
Resolution  appears  in  the  published  Journal  of  the  Convention  of  the  pre- 
ceding day,  it  i<  evident  that  this  is  one  of  those  instances  of  arbitrary 
lawlesstmes,  familiar  to  despots,  of  which  the  rev-  nis  are  buried  in 
hoc  racy. 


■ 1 

' 


■ 


- 

. 


. 


202 


WESTCHESTER  COUNT V. 


Those  who  were  supposed  to  h:ive  been  “ disaf- 
“ t>  I’ted,’’  whether  they  were  really  so  or  not,  verv 
murli  alarmed  the  Convention  ; and  the  rcpert*  of 
the  ill  disposition  of  large  portions  of  the  inhabitants, 
in  various  parts  of  the  State,  were  really  and 
reasonably  sullieient  to  create  alarm,  even  among 
more  resolute  men  than  those  of  whom  the  Conven- 
tion was  constituted.  Those  whom  the  Committees 
and  the  Congresses  had  persecuted  and  outraged  and 
all  whom  their  sufferings  could  intlueuee,  very 
naturally  and  very  reasonably,  were  “ disalfeeted,”  xs 
the  inhabitants  of  Staten-Island  had  been : many, 
great  numbers,  of  those  who  had  honestly  and  earnest- 
ly opposed  the  Home  Government  and  who  hud  bold- 
ly demanded  a redress  ot  the  Colonial  grievances, 
were  also  “disaffected,”  when  the  fire-eaters’  Reso- 
lution of  Independence  was  forced  on  them,  nolens 
volcn.it  as  Colonel  James  Holmes,  of  lied  ford, — who 
had  represented  Westchester-county  in  the  Provincial 
Convention  which  had  sent  the  Delegation  of  the 
Colony  to  the  second  Continental  Congress;  who  had 
represented  the  County  in  the  First  Provincial  Con- 
gress ; and  who  had  commanded,  throughout  the  en- 
tire Campaign  of  1775,  the  Regiment  of  Troops  in 
which  were  the  Companies  from  the  same  County— 
was  “ disaffected, ” thereby.  The  greater  number  of 
those  who  had  held  places  of  honor  and  emolument, 
in  the  Colonial  Government,  notwithstanding  it  was 
politic  to  keep  quiet,  was  also,  more  or  less  “ disaf- 
fected and  the  multitude,  whose  timidity  would 
not  permit  them  to  entertain  a thought  that  Indepen- 
dence would  be  worth  what  it  would  evidently  cost  to 
secure  it.  was  not  very  loud-toned  in  its  favor,  even  if 
it  did  not,  very  often,  lean  toward  “disaffection.” 
Lastly,  the  inhabitants  of  the  State,  very  generally, 
anxious  only  to  atteud  to  their  business  and  their 
farms,  without  the  distress  and  misery"  which  a Civil 
War  would  necessarily  produce,  and  seeing  no  ad- 
vantage to  themselves  or  to  their  families  by  the 
violent  overthrow  of  one  Government  and  the  equally 
violent  establishment  of  another  Government — the 
great  majority,  by  far  the  greater  number,  if  not  the 
almost  entire  body,  of  the  farmers  of  Westchester- 
county,  was  of  that  class— preferred  to  remain  as  they 
had  been,  before  they  had  been  outraged  bv  the  new 
regime ; and,  therefore,  were  classed  as  “disaffected.” 
There  was  reason,  therefore,  for  the  more  tender 
anxiety  of  the  Convention,  composed  of  those  who 
were  cowards  by  instinct,  since  “its  chickens  had 
“come  home,  to  roost;”  and,  as  we  shall  see,  its 
anxiety  was  not  relieved  by  what  it  was  subsequently 
required  to  experience.  Governor  Tryon  was  enlist- 
ing as  many  as  he  could  entice  into  the  service  of  the 
King,  both  in  New  York  and  in  other  States; 1 and 

. 1 lit  Qmreuthm  to  the  Continental  Cougrtint>i  " In  On vf.ntplv  ok  the 
44  Kepiies; ntahves,  etc.,  White-Plains,  WK'rnii;siEK-foi  my,  July 
“II,  1770;  ’'  the  Journal  of  the.  Convention,  44  Friday  morning,  Augt. 
‘“9,  1770  , “ lie  port  of  < 'ommittf  on  u more  nff‘  etnnl  nr>de  of  dek  hog  mol 
defeat  in  y the  design*  of  the  internal  em  mu*  of  (In*  Sate— Journal  of  the 


| those  who  were  “disaffected,”  in  Westchester-coun- 
l ty  and  elsewhere,  were  beginning  to  organize  and  to 
arm,  for  their  own  defence  and,  now  and  then,  in 
! support  of  the  Royal  cause.' 1 The  Troop  of  Hm-e, 
in  We-n  luster-county,  of  whom  mention  has  been 
made,  wlu  n a quota  of  its  members  was  ordered  for 
the  reinforeement  of  the  Continental  Army,  at  New 
York,  early  in  July,  177b,  had  refused  to  comply 
with  the  < )rder;:i  the  Regiment  of  Westchester  Mili- 
! tia,  commanded  by  Colonel  Joseph  Drake,  of  New 
Rochelle,  also  declined  to  be  submitted  to  a Draft, 
forthe  same  purpose,  later  in  July;4  it  knew  that 
I very  few  of  the  Militia  of  that  County  could  be  ex- 
! pected  to  i ntir  the  service,  even  for  the  protection  of 
the  County  itself;5  and,  on  the  earnest  appeal  of  the 
| friends  of  the  Convention,  in  Salem  and  on  Cort- 
landt's  Manor,  for  the  protection  of  the  small  revo- 
lutionary factions,  there,  from  the  greater  number  of 
, those  who  were  regarded  as  “disaffected,  in  those 
j “portions  of  the  County,”6  a special  Company  of  thirty 
i men,  to  be  commanded  by  Captain  Samuel  'Delava n, 
j and  in  addition  to  the  similar  Company  commanded 
I by  Captain  Mieah  Townsend,  previously  organized,7 
was  necessarily  ordered  to  be  enlisted  and  established, 

| at  the  expense  of  the  State,  for  that  particular  scr- 
j vice.6  Even  theauthority  of  the  Convention  andthatof 
the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  State  were  disregarded 
by  Captain  Yarian,  of  Westchester-county;8  and  there 

Convention , “Die-  Sabbati,  4 ho.,  P.M.,  Sept.  21,  1776;”  and  many 
I others. 

The  instance  of  William  Lounsberry,  who  refused  to  surrender  and 
i was  killed,  while  four  of  his  recruits — Bloomer  Nelson,  Jacob  Schure- 
| man,  Samuel  Ii. tines,  and  Joseph  Turner — wore  captured,  is  noteworthy, 
i Both  Lounsberry  and  his  fourteen  recruits  were  Westchester-county 
i Loyalists  ; and  he  and  they  were  intercepted  in  Westchester-county,  hv  a 
| party  of  Westchcster-County  .Militia,  on  the  twenty-ninth  of -Angus!, 
j 1776.  (Journal  of  the  Convention,  “Thursday  morning,  Augt.  2 0,  17T6 
j Committee  of  Safety  to  General  Washington,  “In  Committee  of  Safety, 

I “ Harlem,  Augt.  30,  1776.“) 

• 2 The  Commit/' e of  Safety  General  Washington,  “FlSHKlLL,  10  Oc- 

i “tober,  1776.” 

i A Corps  of  Westchester  county  Kcfugees  was  subsequently  raised,  the 
Lieutenant  coloriency  of  which  was  taken  by  the  veteran,  James  Holmes, 

! of  Bedford,  already  mentioned,  (.1  Short  Account  of  the  [k*c*uL  and  I if* 
i of  James  lldmes,  »/.,  edit.  1815,  reprinted,  in  extenao,  in  de  Lancey’s 
A Otex  to  Jones  9 History  oj  \ovk  during  the  "•  loti>  in  try  >’<:.**.  ii., 

I 621.)  Two  Battalions  of  Loyalist-  w«*re  raised  in  Queens-county  ; and 
iir. several  of  tin.  other  Counties,  heavy  enlistments  were  also  n.  ■ p . 

3 J nimal  oj  ;/<e  Convention,  * Thursday  afternoon,  July  11,  17'.t the 
same,  ‘‘Die  Veneris,  J)  ho.,  A.M.,  July  26,  1776.” 

4 Gland  Joseph  Drake  to  General  Leiris  .1  f >rm,  “ Xkw-Rochf.l, 
“July  2-1,1776  ; 1 Journal  >>r  the  Convention,  “ Dio  Mercurii,  0 ho.,  A.M., 
“July  31,  1776;”  Cohaul  Joseph  Drake  t> ■ the  President  ,,f  tit c 

turn,  44  Nf.W-Kociiei.I.E,  6th  August,  1776  ;”  Journal  of  the  Gaiv-  nth -a 
“Die  Lume,  9 ho.,  A.M.,  Augt.  o,  1776.” 
j 5 Information  from  General  George  Clinton  to  the  Convention— Journal 
i of  the  (Jo  it  veil  t h>n,  44  Tuesday  morning,  Augt.  13.  1776.” 

i Q Th addon*  Crane  to  Major  Joseph  Benedict,  “Sw.EM,  Septcmljcr  7, 

“ 1 . . ; ’ M tjor  ./•  h < (i  ‘l  , “(  < \ i i 

44M‘.\n«»r,  18  September,  177(  Journal  of  tin  < “Db  Sa  - 

j “hati.  Oho.,  A.M.,  Scptr.  21.  1776.” 

7 > ido  pages  172-174,  ante. 

*J  'unud of  the  Convention,  44  Dio  Sabbati,  9 bo.,  A.M.,  Soptr.  21,  1776.” 
j y Compare  Journal  of  the  Cnnmiltee  of  S'hfg,  44  King-.  Brio,  k,  Au_rt. 
j liiD,  with  t ho  Journal  oj  the  C<uive„ti  >nt  Monday  morning,  t*"p- 

“ tern  her  30,  1776." 
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w.i*. good  ri.Mson  f»»r  stippling,  it  w.i<  - i;  tin*  a 
<•  .rrcspomlomm  \va>  k t'j  >t  up  bvtwrvn  the  I hi;,  .il  An.iv, 
o'i  I.'ing  Island,  a id  prominent  inhabitants  of  that 
County,  as  far  in  the  interior  as  the  White  Plains,  as 
early  as  the  close  of  August,  in  177'!.'  Tiie  inhabit- 
ants of  Kiugs-county  were  said,  early  in  August,  to 
“ have  determined  not  to  oppose  the  enemy;”  and  a 
Committee  was  appointed,  with  considerable  ostenta- 
tion, to  go  to  that  County,  and  to  “ impure  concern- 
“ing  the  authenticity  of  such  report;  and,  in  case 
“they  find  it  well-founded,  that  they  be  empowered 
“to  disarm  and  secure  the  disaffected  inhabitants;  to 
“remove  or  destroy  the  stock  of  Grain  ; and,  if  they 
“shall  judge  it  necessary,  to  la;/  Me  'whole  County 
“ iriix/e ; and,  for  the  execution  of  these  purposes,  j 
“they  he  directed  to  apply  to  General  Greene,  or  the 
“Commander  of  the  Continental  Troops  in  that 
“County,  for  such  assistance  as  they  shall  want;”5 
as  if  such  a rash  purpose  would  have  been  permitted 
to  life  carried  into  effect,  under  such  peculiar  circum- 
stances, while  the  entire  military  and  naval  power  of 
the  King,  in  that  part  of  the  Continent,  was  resting 
within  a mile  of  the  proscribed  County,  and  eager 
for  a . fight.  Duchess-county,  also,  asked  for  further 
protection  from  the  aggressions  of  the  “disaffected,” 
ns  Westchester-county  had  done;3  and,  notwithstand- 
ing two  Companies  had  been  already  raised  for  that 
purpose  and  were  then  in  service,4  a third  Company 
was  ordered  to  be  added  to  the  local  force.5  ’Like 
the  Militia  of  Westchester-county,  that  of  Duch- 
ess-county was  exceedingly  “disaffected,”  and 
would  not  he  drafted;6  and  with  the  rashness  and 
haughtiness  of  the  despotism  which  it  wielded,  James  j 
Duane  and  John  Jay  being  present,  the  Committee 
of  Duchess-county,  with  its  local  military  force,  was 
directed  to  assist  in  enforcing  the  Order,7  as  if  one  j 
who  was  thus  forcibly  crowded  into  the  Army,  after  i 
the  manner  of  the  Landgrave  of  Hesse-Cassel  and 
the  other  Old  World  despots,  would  ever  become  a ! 
useful  and  effective  soldier.  The  lower  portions  of 
Albatiy-county  and  the  Manor  of  Livingston,  also,  | 
asked  for  the  enlistment  and  establishment  of  a local  i 
military  force,  for  the  only  purpose  of  protecting  the  ; 
very  few  friends  of  the  Convention  who  lived  there, 
from  the  far  greater  number  of  the  “disaffected''  who 
also  lived  there; 4 and  the  measure  of  the  anxiety  of 


1 Journal  of  the  C-anmit/er  of  S if-  ty,  ‘ Tue.sd.Ay,  A. 31.,  Fiskill,  Sep. 

“ teinber  tho  3rd,  177b;”  the  C-nnaiitt,  of  Sifetg  t>  the  Choi -min  of 
the  GmunlFer  nf  Westchf*ler-counti/,  “ FisiiKii.L,  September  3,  177b.” 

~ Journal  of  the  Convention,  “ Die  Sabbati,  4 ho.,  P.M.,  Augt.  U>,  177b.” 

3 John  Field  and  J'-n-dlom  Ptdd  A to  the  President  of  the  Cai'-mtion, 

“ Ditch  ess,  Socti»»:a>t  Precinct,  7 th  Oft..  177b  ; ” Journal  >f  th<  Com- 
mittee of  S ifrt’i,  “ Die  Marti**,  0 ho.,  A.M.,  Octr.  8,  1770.” 

4 Vide  pages  172,  173,  ante. 

5 Journal  of  tho  Committee,  “Die  Mart  is,  Octu.  8th,  P.M.,  177'" 
fj  Information  given,  personally,  by  Colonel  Humphrey  to  the  r.mven- 

tion,  (Journal  nf  /h  Conreuti<m,  “ Saturday  morning,  September  ‘_*s,  177b.”) 

7 Journal  of  the  Gmrcuti >n,  41  Saturday  morning,  September 2*,  177b.’ ' 

* Journal  nf  the  Committee  of  S iffy,  “ Die  Martis,  U ho..  A.M.,  Octo-  J 
“ her  8,  177b/’ 

See,  also,  S nnml  T»n  brook.  Chair m in,  pro  tern..  f>  the  Chile.  m of  | 
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tlie  Convention  was  completed  by  the  submission  of 
.!!  I.ong  Island,  not  excluding  the  peculiarly  zealous 
revolutionary  Counts-  of  Suffolk,  to  tho  authority  of 
the  King.3  In  view  of  these  stern  facts,  there  need 
he  no  wonder  that  the  Convention  was  anxious,  con- 
cerning the  “disaffected;”  and  because  of  the  purely 
speculative  disposition  of  the  Eastern  Troops,  and  of 
the  apathy,  if  not  of  the  “disaffection,”  which  pre- 
vailed in  those  of  the  Middle  States,  especially  among 
those  who  were  forced  into  the  Army,  unwilling  sol- 
diers, from  New  York, 10  there  need  he  no  wonder  that 
General  Washington,  also,  was  anxious,  not  only 
concerning  the  “disaffected”  who  were  within  his 
own  command,  but  concerning,  also,  those  w ho  were 
scattered  throughout  New  York,  in  the  rural  districts 
as  well  as  within  the  Cities; 11  nor  that  he  took  unto 
himself  the  authority  to  seize  and  remove  from  their 
homes,  some  of  those  who  were  said  to  have  been 
“disaffected,”  in  many  instances,  those  who  had  given 
their  paroles  and  were  honorably  discharging  their 
respective  obligations  of  peace  and  quiet, 15  among  the 
former  of  whom  was  Frederic  Philipse,  of  Yonkers, 
whose  almost  total  blindness  and  entirely  harmless 
life  would  have  undoubtedly  sheltered  him,  had  not 
“a  number  of  well-affected  inhabitants”  volunteered 
to  a-sist  the  General  in  selecting  his  victims,13  and 
included  Mr.  Philipse’s  name  on  their  list  of  the  as- 
sumed “disaffected,”  11  who  were  maliciously  said  to 
have  been,  also,  dangerous.15  As  the  General  expressly 


the  Cunm  itO  * of  Sifetg,  “DISTRICT  or  Manor  Livingston,  October  0, 
41 1770;”  the  '•one  to  the  same,  “District  of  Manor  Living-ton,  Octo- 
*‘ber  10,  1770;”  Petrus  Van  G tusheck,  Chairman,  to  the  same,  “ Manor 
“of  Livingston,  10th  Oct.,  177b;”  Journd  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  “Saturday  morning,  Oct.  12,177b.” 

0 “Tho  inhabitants  of  this  island,  many  of  whom  had  been  forced 
“into  rebellion,  have  all  submitted,  and  are  ready  to  take  the  Oaths  of 
“Allegiance.”  ( General  Home  to  Lord  George  Germaine , “Camp  at 
“Newtown,  Long  Island,  3d  September,  177b.”) 

Sec,  also,  John  Slot#  JT hart  to  the. Conn  nti  oi,  “ Fairfield,  Oc tor.  7, 177b.” 

10  Among  other  authorities,  an  extract  of  a letter  from  General  Greeno 
to  General  Washington,  quoted  by  Sparks,  in  his  Writings  of  G <>rj* 
Washington  (iv.,9,)is  peculiarly  noteworthy,  in  this  connection. 

11  General  Washington  to  General  Willi  on  LiringsLm,  “HEAD-QUARTERS, 
“ New- York,  6 July,  ">  o’clock,  P.M.,  177b;”  the  same  to  General  George 
Clinton , “ Head-quarters,  Nf.w  York,  12  July,  1776 ; ” the  same  to  the 
11  Sec -et  Committee  of  th“  Coir  ntioii  of  the  State  of  > ar  York,"  “Heat*- 
“ qua  u mis,  13  July,  177b;”  thj  a mo  to  the  President  of  Uie  Provincial 
Caigres-i  if  ,r  ) Vr/.-,  “ New-  York  Head-quarters,  July  It,  177*3;” 

r.rd  many  others. 

l-  General  Washington  to  Gnrern  tr  Trv.ndndl,  “ New- York,  1 1 August, 
“1770  ;”  the  same  to  the  Omrc-dim,  “ H».vd-quautf.i:s,  Nkw-York,  12 
“ August,  1770  ; " etc. 

13  General  Washington  to  the  Conreution , “ IIf. \d-quartkks,  New-York, 
“12  August,  1770.” 

1*  P< i r<dc  of  1'reJeric  Philip**,  “ II  vrvford,  Aug* 1.  2S,  1770  ; ” Petiti  oi  of 
Pr>  ileric  Philo-',,  “ Middletown,  2‘.>'h  Novr.  177b.” 

15  Frederic  Phil  ipse  was  taken  into  custody  by  an  order  from  General 
Washington,  on  the  ninth  of  August,  and  taken  from  bis  own  house,  at 
Yonkers,  to  New  lloehelle,  “whro  he  was  closely  con  tilled,  under 
“guard,  for  eleven  days,”  when  ho  was  removed  to  Connecticut,  and 
gave  his  Par  oh  that  In  would  not  *go  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Town  of 
Middletown,  which  no  one  pnteuds  In- attempted  to  violate.  He  re- 
mained there,  until  he  was  othciallv  permitted  to  go  into  tho  City  of 
New  York,  also  on  Par>-lc,  In  tit*’  tri  which  was  subsequently  played 
on  those  who  had  been  thus  favored,  by  ordering  them  to  return  to  Con- 
necticut, but  in  such  a manner  that  it  was  evident  tho  Order  would  not 
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stated  that  all  these  were  “apprehended  only  on  sn-- 
“ pieion,"  1 and  that  not  on  tin*  per*  nial  know  1,  ,!•_■(•  ol 
the  General  himself,  hut  on  information  ronv.  \ «•<  1 to 
him,  unquestionably,  hy  the  notorious  “ Committee  to 
“detect  Conspiracies,”  who  was  then  sittin.tr  in  the 
City  in  which  Head-quarters  then  were,7  the  same 
bauds  directed  the  movement  which  had  previously 
directed  the  similar  movements  with  which  the  reader 
is  already  acquainted ; and  the  Convention  was  con- 
sistent when  it  thankfully  acknowledged  the  great 
favor  which  it  then  enjoyed,  in  having  received  so 
welcome  and  so  powerful  an  accession  to  its  power  for 
persecution,  as  General  Washington  and  the  Army  of 
the  Continent.3 

Like  the  three  Congressss  who  had  preceded  it,  the 
Convention  was  kept  busy,  with  matters  pertaining  to 
the  Army.  It  authorized  and  superintended  the 
enlistment  of  men,  in  the  service  of  the  State,  for 
local  purposes  ; 4 it  attended  to  that  of  men  for  the 
reinforcement  of  the  Continental  Army  ;5  and  it  pro- 
vided for  the  payment  of  Bounties,  in  addition  to  the 
stipulated  pay,  to  those  who  tints  enlisted.0  It  resorted 
to  Drafts,  in  order  to  fill  the  requisitions  for  men,  when 
enlistments  were  tardy;7  and  where  resistance  was 
made  to  the  Draft,  force  was  authorized,  to  compel 
men  to  fill  the  ranks.8  It  appointed  Officers  of  both 


reach  them,  in  the  distant  City,  Mr.  Philipse  was  included  among  the 
victims  uf  somebody's  official  misconduct ; anil,  as  tin*  world  knows,  that 
unintentional  failure  to  return  to  his  place  of  confinement,  in  Connecti- 
cut, was  made  the  ostensible  reason  for  the  confiscation  of  his  great 
estate,  in  Westchester-county  and  elsewhere. 

There  is  not  the  slightest  evidence  that  Frederic  Philips.*  was  any- 
thing else  than  an  honest  friend  of  his  native  country  ; that  he  ever 
spoke  or  wrote  or  did  anything  whatever  which  could  be  justly  con-  i 
strued  as  inimical  to  his  country  or  favorable  to  the  obnoxious  meas-  i 
u res  of  the  Home  Government ; or  that  lie  ever  purposed  doing  so.  He  j 
was  almost  totaliy  blind  ; and  that  and  his  unusual  corpulency  unfitted  ! 
him  for  the  slightest  personal  opposition  to  or  support  of  any  political  | 
or  military  movements;  while  his  loudness  for  gardening,  in  ull  its  ' 
branches,  to  which  the  grounds  of  his  3!anor-hou>es,  at  Yonkers  and 
Sleepy  Hollow,  bore  ample  testimony,  and  his  domestic  ties,  and  his  un-  ! 
usual  love  of  home,  led  him  to  prefer  the  quiet  and’  retired  life  for  ! 
which  he  was  distinguished,  instead  of  that  more  active  and  more  pul*-  j 
lie  life  to  which,  from  his  rank  and  standing  and  purity  of  character,  he  ! 
was  so  completely  entitled. 

* General  ]\'a*hinyUm  to  G>venior  I'm  mb  till , “New-YorK,  11  August, 

“ 1770.”  * 

-The  Convention  it-olt  whs,  then,  sitiiug  in  the  old  I>ut<h  Church  at  : 
Ilarlem;  but  the  General’s correspondence,  on  the  subject  under  consul-  j 
e ratio  i , had  been,  undoubtedly,  with  the  Committee,  who  was  nearer.  j 

Soe,  also,  General  M’asihhnjton  to  Gni-rul  William  J'i,upt<m,  “IIfad- 
11  quarters,  Nkw-Youk,  July  f»,  1776,  Five  o’clock,  P.M.” 

**  The  Convention  to  General  Washinjlun,  “Tuesday,  A.M.,  Augt.  Id, 

4 Journal  of  the  Convention,  “Die  Luna*,  S ho.,  A.M.,  July  22,  1776  ; 
the  same,  “Pie  31  art  is,  8 ho.,  A. 31.,  July  23,  1776;“  the  O urmtiini  to  the 
Deputation  in  the  Continental  CoiujreM,  “Harlem,  7 Augt.,  1776  ;“  of.;. 

6 Journal  of  the  Conventual,  “Friday  afternoon,  July  10,  1776;“  the 
game,  “ Die  Sahbuti,  4 ho.,  P.M.,  Augt.  24,  1770;“  the.  game,  “Saturday 
“ morning,  September  28,  1776  ; ’’  etc. 

6 Journal  of  the  Convent  ion*  “ Dio  Luna4,  9 ho.,  AM.,  July  22,  1776  ;“ 
Journal  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  “At  THE  HOUSE  OK  Mu.  Odell,  I ’it  I l- 
* * j ink’s  Manor,  Augt.  3i,  1776  etc. 

’ Journal  f)f  the  Conventual , “Friday  morning,  July  16,  1776;’’  the 
name,  “Die  l,unn\  9 ho.,  A.  M.,  July  22,  ITT*'.;'’  the  same,  “ Dio  Mercurii, 
“9  ho.,  A.M..  July  31,  1776;“  etc. 

* Journal  of  the  Convention , “Saturday  morning,  September  28.  1776.“ 


t!ii-  Militiaaml  t ho  tr  .ojm  in  tlio  fii-M  it  p;i»-.-l  , 
qualifications  of  tin*  Surgiral  Stall'; an-!  it  gav« 
ploymeiit  to  Chaplain'  tor  the  Army. 11  Bargains  were 
matin  with  favored  Officers,  when  they  enter.  ->l  r !,.- 
service,  conditioned  that  they  should  serve  now  In-re 
else  than  in  the  City  of  New  York;17  and  the  sett!.— 
ment  of  disputes  among  Officers,  concerning  Rank, 
occupied  much  of  its  timeand  attention. u It  exempt- 
ed the  Cavalry  from  the  operations  of  a general  Draft 
for  men; 14  and  those  who  were  employed  in  furnaces 
for  smelting  iron,  in  forges  for  making  bar-iron,  in 
steel-manufactories,  in  the  anchor  forge  in  Orange- 
county,  in  saltworks,  in  paper-mills,  and  in  powder- 
mills,'5  as  well  as  those  in  a flaxseed-mill,  in  Duchess- 
county,16  and  in  the  workshops  of  a gunsmith,17  were, 
also,  exempted  from  every  kind  of  military  duty. 

The  Militia,  of  course,  was  the  sole  dependence  of  the 
Convention,  in  every  emergency  ;18  and,  whether  well- 
disposed  or  •‘disaffected’’13 — it  seemed  to  be  equally 

o Journal  of  the-  Convention , “Friday  morning.  July  16,  1776;”  the 
/amc , “ Die  Subbuti  y ho.,  A.M .,  July  27, 1776  ; “ the  same,  “ Die  Sabbati, 
ho.,  A.  31.,  Augt.  17.  1776  ;“  etc. 

to  Journal  of  the  Convention,  “Tuesday,  P.M.  .White  Plains,  July  9, 

“ 1776  the  same,  “Die  Sabbati,  3 ho.,  P.M.,  July  27,  1776  ;“  the  same, 
“Tuesday  afternoon,  Augi.  20,  1776;“  etc. 

1'  Journal  of  the  Convention,  “Monday  morning,  Augt.  2 •,  177*'.“ 

1 2 Journal  of  the  Convention , “ Die  Mercurii,  4 ho.,  l’.M.,  July  31,  li  76.** 
Journal  of  the  Convention,  “Tuesday,  P.M.,  White  Plains,  July  9. 

“ 1776;“  the  same,  “ Die  l.uiiit',  9 ho.,  A. M.,  July  22,  1776 — the  case  of 
‘‘Colonel  Drake  against  Colonel  Thomas;”  the  same,  “Tuesday  morning, 
“Augt.  13,  1776;  “ etc. 

14  Journal  of  the  Convention,  “ Die  Mercurii,  Oho  , A.  31.,  Augt.  7,  li76.  ’ 

15  Journal  of  the  Conventual,  “Die  3Iercurii,  9 ho.,  A. 31.,  August  14, 

“ 1776.” 

V*  Journal  0/  the  Convention,  ‘ Monday  morning,  August  26,  1776.“ 
it  Journal  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  “ 3^  ednesday  morning,  Septr.  2a, 

“ 1776.” 

13  The  authorities  are  90  numerous,  that  no  attempt  will  be  made  to  cite 
any  of  them.- 

10  The  following,  in  addition  to  what  has  been  already  stated  concerning 
the  disaffection  in  the  Continental  Army,  present.-  the  subject,  very  clearly, 
■ih--  Militia  of  Vestcheirtor-county  contained,  of  course,  all  who  were 
friends  of  the  Convention  and  who  lived  within  the  County;  but  the 
number  of  efficient  men  in  the  entire  Brigade  did  n*  t exceed  the  strength 
of  a single  Kcginiont  and  these  were  so  generally  “disaffected,”  cither 
with  the  service  or  with  the  General  commanding  them,  c*r  with  both, 
that  the  latter  regarded  his  own  life  as  in  danger,  among  them;  and, 
therefore,  when  he  was  ordered  to  take  the  command  of  his  Brigade, 
personally,  in  New  York,  he  preferred  to  remain  in  Philadelphia.  where 
lie  would  he  less  exposed:  “The  situation  of  n v Brigade  I was  cou- 
“vinced  was  well  known  to  the  Convention,”  were  his  words.  “ I uj*- 
*‘ pi  t head  th  >t  not  more  than  a (’olouoFs  command  was  left  in  if  ; an  l 
“ as  such  did  not  think  my  presence  was  so  absolutely  necessary.  1 have 
“ thought  that  the  existence  of  such  a Brigade,  in  which  "ere  so  many 
“ disaffected  persons,  was  dangerous  to  the  cause  as  well  as  to  niv  ,o«u 
•*  lib  ; but  being  desirous  to  participate  in  the  virtuous  opposition  * * the' 
“British  tyrant,  1 had  determined,  as  soon  os  possible.  to  join  Gemml 
“ Washington,  and  contribute  my  assistance  to  him.”  (General  J.vcis 
Marti  to  the  Convention  “ Puiladklimiia,  Septr.  24.  1770.“) 

The  reader  may  learn  from  this  how  very  little  th*'  Morrises  were  re- 
spected, even  among  those  who  were  under  legal  obligations  to  respect 
them,  in  and  throughout  Westchester-county.  in  the  Summer  of  177* 

The  following  will  further  illustrate  the  “disaffection  “ of  the  Militia 
of  Westchester-county,  a reasonable  result  of  the  outrages  which  h »d 
been  officially  perpetrtifcd  throughout  that  County,  during  many  nmritl  - 
preceding:  “ We  suppose  your  Fxemlency  has  t.i k * • » the  necessary  steps 
“ to  prevent  tiieir  landing  »»f  any  men  from  the  shif»s.  sh  >ul  l they  1 *■  " * 

‘ inclined,  as  nu  relianeo  at  all  can  he  placed  on  the  Militia  of  " est- 
“ cheater-county.”  The  Commit 1++  of  Sif-’y  t>  General  Wa\hioj'  •*». 
“ Fishku  r , loth  Octr..  1776*.“) 
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r<  !iod  on,  no  mutter  what  its  temper  might  he — it  wn.-t 
drawn  into  the  m rviec,  w hile  the  other  States  were 
delinquent,1  until  no  more  eotilil  he  taken,  lor  any, 
except  lor  the  most  temporary,  purposes.-’  It  was 
called  out  to  guard  the  hunks  of  the  Hudson-river1 
and  those  of  Long  Island  Sound.*  Reinforcements  of 
the  Continental  Army  were  taken  from  it.  whenever 
reinforcements  were  called  for;5  the  passes  in  the 
11  ighlands  were  constant  sources  of  anxiety ; fi  and  the 
northern  borders  of  the  State"  and  Long  Island8 
also  enjoying  its  protection.  Sometimes  it  was  em- 
ployed to  drive  Cattle  to  places  of  supposed  safety:9 
sometimes  it  was  employed  in  repairing  roads:1"  some- 

1 “ ti  can  with  pleasure  assure  you,  that  by  far  the  greater  ['art  of 
“the  levies  ordered  by  the  Cbngress  to  bo  raised  from  our  Militia,  are 
“completed,  and  at  their  several  stations;  that  almost  the  whole  of  th»*e 
“drafted  in  consequence  of  the  enclosed  Resolution,  will,  by  the  time 
44  this  reaches  you,  bo  nt  posts  which  is  thought  necessary  to  occupy, 
“least  the  enemy  should  cut  off  the  communication  between  the  Army  at 
“New  York  and  the  country.'’  * *•  * “It  gives  us  great  pain  to  in- 
“ form  you  that  the  aid  received  from  our  sister  States  i.->  very  d. adequate 
“to  our  expectations,  hone  of  them  having  yet  completed  the  levies  di- 
rected by  Congress,  which  leaves  us  reason  to  fear  that  instead  of  using 
“every  means  that  human  wisdom  dictates  for  ensuring  sucres-;,  we  shall 
44  with  inferior  numbers,  on  the  doubtful  issue  of  a single  battle,  hazard 
“the  glorious  cause  for  which  we  have  struggled.”  (The  Conveithoi  to 
th*  Delegation  of  the  State  in  the  Continental  Congress,  “Harlem,  7th  Au- 
1 4 gust,  1770,  A.M.”) 

2 The  Convention  to  General  Washing  ton,  “FlSHKILT,,  10th  Octr.,  1776.” 
3The  entire  body  of  Westchester-county  Militia  was  ordered  to  the 

mouth  of  tlie  Croton-river,  to  oppose  any  movements,  in  that  County, 
from  tho  enemy’s  shipping,  {Journal  of  th-’  Convention , “Thursday  morn- 
“ing,  July  2.»,  177G  ;”)  to  which  the  local  Company,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Micah  Townsend,  was  added,  on  tlie  following  day,  [the  same,  “Die 
“ Veneris,  9 ho.,  A.M.,  July  2C,  1776.")  Tlie  entire  body  of  the  Militia 
of  Westchester-county  was  again  called  out,  for  the  same  purpose,  with 
five  days’  provisions,  a fortnight  afterwards,  (the  same,  “Die  Sabbati,  4 
“ho.,  I\M„,  Augt.  10,  1776.”)  Tho  Militia  of  Orange-county,  below  the 
Highlands — now  Hock  land-county—  was  ordered  out  for  tho  protection 
of  the  western  shore  of  the  river,  early  in  the  Autumn,  (the  sums, 
“Thursday  afternoon,  October  10,  1770.”) 

4 General  Morris  was  justructed  to  guard  the  Sound-shore  of  Westches- 
ter-couuty,  at  the  same  time  that  he  guarded  the  left  bank  of  tlie  Hud- 
son. (Journal of  theComeiition,  “ Die  Sabbati,  4 ho.,  J\M.,  Augt.  10,  1776.“) 
See,  also,  Colonel  Joseph  Toole  to  the  Convention,  “ Wednesday  morn* 
ing,  Augt.  28,  1776  ;”  the  Contention's  reply,  “Thursday  morning, 
“ Augt.  20,  1776.” 

•'One- fourth  of  the  entire  body  of  the  Militia  of  Westchester,  Duch- 
ess, Ulster,  and  Orange-counties,  to  servo  until  the  last  day  of  the  fol- 
lowing December,  was  ordered  out  for  general  st-mre,  in  July,  (Jour, 
not  oj  th <•  Convention,  “Friday  morning,  July  16,  1776;”  the  * “Die 
1 Jo  vis,  4 Ijo.,  I\M.,  Augt.  8,  177*  ; ”)  on*  fifth  of  the  entire  hotly  of  the 
Militia  of  A lhany-connry,  to  ->  rve  for  on.  inmiih,  and  on*  half  of  that 
oi  Kings  and  Queens  counties,  to  serve  until  the  first  of  September,  were 
add'  d to  these,  very  s*<on  after,  (the  same,  “ Dio  Sabbati,  1 lio..  I\M., 
Augt.  10,  1 . if* ; ’’)  and,  a few  days  later,  the  entire  body  of  the  Militia 
of  Orange,  l Ister,  Westchester,  and  Duchess-counties  was  ordered  to 
h'  ld  itself  in  readiness  to  march,  at  a moment's  warning,  with  five 
days  provisions  and  as  much  ammunition  as  possible,  (Journal  of  the 
Committee  of  Softy,  “IIaui.f.m,  Augt.  29,  1776.”) 

0 l he  entries  on  this  subject  an4  so  very  numerous  that  we  can  pretend 
to  cite  no  more  than  two  or  three  of  them,  (Journal  of  the  Contention, 

‘ ‘Friday  morning,  July  16,  1776  ;”  the  same,  “Die  Jovis,  4 ho.,  P.M., 

“ Augt.  3,  1776  ; ” etc.) 

4 7 he  Convention  to  the  Delegation  from  the  State,  in  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, “ 11  a.ulfm,  7th  August,  1 776,  A.M  ; 'Journal  of  Committee  of  Safty, 
“Tuesday  morning,  Octor.  22,  1770;”  etc. 

e I a 'trued  oa  to  General  Wmjdhull — Journal  of  (he  Convention,  “ Monday 
“morning.  Augt.  26,  1776.” 

^ General  \\  ooJhull  tc  the  Conventual,  “Jamaica,  August  27,  1776; ’’etc. 

' 1 lie  road  from  the  North  side  of  the  Highland-  to  K uigsbridge  and 
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times,  very  frequently,  it  was  called  from  its  homes 
! and  Ps  necessary  labors  on  the  farms,  when  there  was 
; not  theslightest  appearance  of  danger,  to  throw  up  the 
defcnceson  which  ordinary  day-laborers,  then  siilfering 
from  want  of  employment,  had  In-tter  been  empl  >\cd. 

The  vessels  of  war  which  the  Provincial  Congresses 
had  equipped  and  sent  to  sea,  were  duly  cared  for;11 
i and  it  continued  to  give  authority  for  the  equipment 
of -privateers. ’- 

] As  the  Convention  was  largely  composed  of  the 
same  persons  as  those  who  had  been  members  of  the 
Provincial  Congresses,  unto  whom  the  exercise  of  des- 
potic power  has  become  not  only  familiar  blit  agreea- 
ble and,  sometimes,  profitable,  the  same  range  of 
authority  which  those  Congresses  had  usurped  was 
exercised  by  the  Convention,  without  any  other  Laws 
than  the  promptings  of  their  own  wills,  as  their 
respective  rules  of  action.  It  continued,  therefore,  to 
provide,  as  best  it  could,  for  the  wants  of  the  Army,  by 
manufacturing  and  by  purchasing  and  distributing 
! among  the  Powder-mills,  all  the  Saltpeter  which 
j it  could  secure  ; 1::  by  making  or  buying  or  bor- 

! rowing  Gunpowder,  and  by  distributing  it  or  giving 
I it  away;14  by  searching  for  Lead,  and  opening  Mines, 
and  stripping  Window-t-ashcs,  in  Tryon  and  Albauy- 
j counties,  and  distributing  it  or  giving  it  away; 10  and 
it  attended  to  the  search  for  Sulphur  and  Flints  and 
Lead,  and  to  the  testing  of  those  discovered."1  It 
busied  itself,  also,  with  the  details  of  distributing  Car- 
tridges 17  and  Gunflints. 15  Like  the  Congresses  who 
had  preceded  it,  it  engaged,  directly,  in  the  manufac- 
I ture  of  Arms  and  Equipments,  including  that  of 
Lances,  with  which  somebody  induced  the  Conven- 
tion to  attempt  to  arm  the  Militia  who  had  been 
called  into  the  service;19  audit  also  bought  Arms, 

“a  certain  other  small  road  which  leads  from  the  Post-road  ufa-said  to 
“the  dock,  at  Dobbs's  ferry,”  were  ordered  to  be  repaired  ; arid  requisi- 
tion- on  the  Militia  of  Duches-  and  Wustchester-counties.  were  made 
for  that  particular  purpose,  (Journal  of  the  Procincial  Convention,  “9  ho., 
“ A.M.,  Octor.  o,  1776.”) 

11  Journal  of  the  Convention,  “Saturday  morning,  Septenilu  r 28,  1776  ;” 
Jonrtvd  of  (lie  Committee  of  Safety,  “Die  Luna*,  9 ho.,  A.M..  October  7, 
“ 1776  the  same,  “ Wednesday  afternoon,  Octor.  16,  1776  etc. 

V-  Journal  of  the  Conveniu  n,  “ Dio  Veneris,  4 ho.,  P.M.,  Augt.  2,  1776.** 
15  Journal  of  l he  Convent  has,  “ Dio  Nlereurii,  9 ho.,  A.M.,  Augt.  14, 
“1771;"  (la  same,  “ Di  • Sabbati,  9 ho.,  A.M..  Septr  14,  1776;"  etc. 

11  J "mol  of  the  Ccnv-nth.m,  “Friday  morning,  July  19,  1776;”  <>nler 
j from  General  Washington  Uj  Jt>\n  Livingston,  in  furor  of  tin-  f an  • / It  at, 
“New  York,  July  19,  1776;”  Journal  of  the  Cuinvt  • “ D:  SabNiti, 

“4  ho.,  P.M.,  Augt.  10,  1770;”  the  ante,  “ Dio  Mervurii,  t>  bo.,  A.M. , 
“ July  24,  1776  ; ” etc. 

Journal  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  “ Die  Lutuo,9  ho.,  A.M.,  Augt.  19, 
“1776;”  Journal  of  the  Convention,  “Thursday  afternoon,  July  11, 
“1776;”  the  same,  “ hursd.iy  morning,  July  Is,  1776;  " the  same,1'  Die 
“Sabbati,  9 ho,  A M.,  Octor.  5,  1776;”  tl*e  same,  “Die  Sabbati,  'J  ho., 
“ A.  M.,  July  27,  1776  ; ” etc. 

15  Journal  of  the  Contention,  “ Die  Jovis,  9 ho.,  A.M.,  Septr.  19,  1776.’* 
l*  Journal  of  the  Conv*'ution,  “Saturday  morning,  July  19,  1776.” 

**  Journal  of  Uf  Convention,  ‘•Thursday'  morning,  July  IS,  1776  the 
same,  “Dio  Sabbati,  J ho..  A >f.,  July  27,  1776  ;”  the  sai/w,  “Dio  Luna*, 
“9  h**.,  A.M.,  Augt.  •>,  1776';”  etc. 

YJ  Journal  of  the  i on  cent  ion,  “ Die  Meivurii.  9 ho.,  A M , Jnlv  31,  1770  ;” 
the  same,  “ Friday  morning,  Aupist  2,  1776*  ; ” Jonrn  l of  tl.o  CommU'i?  i f 
Ssifety,  ‘‘  Die  Mercurii,  4 ho.,  I*. M.,  Sept.  4,  1776.  ” etc. 

Th**  manufacture  of  four  tlmusmd  I. antes  was  aligned  to  the  Coun- 
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when  it  could  do  no,* 1 2  and,  sometimes,  it  hin  d Arms, 
when  it  could  riot  in  other  way  procure  them.  In 
short,  there  seemed  to  be  nothing  left,  in  all  which 
related  to  the  raising,  the  equipment  of,  and  the  fur- 
nishing of  supplies  for,  the  troops,  which  was  permit- 
ted to  be  done  by  any  other  agency;  and  it  affords 
subjects  for  thought  and  inquiry,  us  one  reads  of  its 
uninvited  interference  with  the  instructions  of  the 
Quartermaster-general  of  the  Continental  Army  to 
his  subordinates,  concerning  purchases  of  Timber  and 
O.ilc-plauk  and  old  Vessels,  for  the  obstruction  of  the 
Iludson-river ; 3 4 * of  its  direct  participation  in  the  pur- 
chase of  Lime,  Brick,  Oak-plank,  Cordwood,  Grain, 
and  Clothing  for  the  Continental  Army,  although  the 
Quartermaster-general’s  officers  were  present  and 
engaged  in  the  same  work  and  wlu  n it  also  found  em- 
ployment in  attending  to  the  Cooperage  of  leaky  Oil- 
casks  belonging  to  the  Conti  neat. J 

The  establishment  of  a new  form  of  Government 


ties  of  Albany,  Ulster,  Orange,  Duchess,  ami  Westchester,  eight 
hundred  to  each  ; and,  in  the  best-named  Count}*,  Stephen  Ward,  William 
Millar,  and  Tlmddeus  Crane  were  appointed  ‘*to  procure  the  proportion 
“of  Lances  Affixed  to  their  respective  names.”  (Jtmm.'l  if  Committee  of 
Safety,  “Die  Mercurii,  4 ho.,  I’.M  , Sept.  4,  177  ;.”)  Models  were  made 
from  Spears  procured  in  New  York,  {the  same,  “ Dm  I.una-,  11  ho.,  A M.f 

Sept.  0, 177C  ; ”)  and,  including  the  loug  handles,  five  shillings  and  six- 
pence was  paid  for  those  which  were  not  steeled,  and  six  shillings  and 
six-pence  for  those  which  were  steeled,  {Journal  of  (he  Convention,  “Die 
“ Jovis,  9 ho.,  A.M.,  Octor.  3,  1770.”) 

We  have  not  met  the  slightest  notice  of  the  use  of  those  four  thousand 
Lances,  in  the  service  or  elsewhere  ; and  it  is  more  than  probable  that 
they  were  never  used,  by  any  one. 

1 Journal  of  [he  Convention ,“  Die  Mercurii,  9 bo.,  A.M.,  Aug.  “1,1770  ; ” 
etc. 

2 Journal  of  the  Convention,  “Die  Mercurii,  9 ho  , A.M.,  Augnstl4, 1770.” 

3 Journal  of  the  Convention , “ Dio  Sabbati,  9 ho.,  A.M  , Septr.  21,  1770.'’ 

4 Journal  of  the  Convention,  “ Monday  morning,  September  30,  1770  ; “ 
Journal  of  the  Committee  of  Sof  ty,  “Die  Luu;e,  9 ho.,  A.M.,  October  7, 
“1770;”  the  some,  “Die  Mercurii,  9 ho.,  A.M.,  Octr.  9,  177G;  the  same, 
U* Thursday  morning,  Octor.  17,  177C>;”  etc. 

Stephen  Ward,  Gilbert  Strang,  and  Phil.  Leake  were  appointed  to  pur- 
chase coarse  woollen  Cloth,  Linsey-woolsey,  Blankets,  woollen  Hose, 
Mittens,  course  Linen,  felt  Hats,  and  Shoes,  for  the  soldi  ts,  and  to  have 
the  Linen  made  up  into  Shirts,  all  in  Westchester  county  ; ami  three  hun- 
dred pounds— seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars— were  appropriated  for  that 
purpose.  (Journal  of  the  Csnimitlec  of  Safety,  “Die  Mercurii,  9 ho.,  A.M., 
“Octr.  9,  1770.”)  Although  there  were  supplies  of  Grain  much  nearer  to 
the  Army,  and  vastly  more  exposed  to  the  enemy’s  f •raging  parties,  no 
Grain  was  purchased  elsewhere  than  in  the  Livingston  Manor,  from 
whi  li  three  thousand  bushels  of  Oats,  at  four  shillings  per  bushel,  and 
f mi  thousand  bushels  of  old  Corn  and  one  thousand  ivisht-L  of  llye,  the 
two  hittri  at  live  {.billing-  per  bushel,  Were  dravn,  uf  one  time  ; but 
Deter  II.  Livingston  was  President  of  the  Convention,  and  Gilbert  Liv 
i ngs to n and  James  Livingston  and  Philip  Living-ron  and  Robert  It.  Liv- 
ingston and  James  Duane  and  John  Jay  and  IV-rr*  Van  Cortlandt — the 
lust- named  three  having  been  Livingstons  by  their  marriages — were 
members  of  that  Convention  ; and  six  of  them  were  present  when  the 
order  was  given.  (Journal  of  the  Convention,  “Monday  morning,  Septem- 
" her  :i»>,  177b.”)  ' 

Need  there  be  any  surprise  that,  with  such  an  array  of  strong  men  in 
its  favor,  that  he  more  distant  and  less  exposed  Manor  of  Livingston 
should  be  chosen,  eaiHicially  since  the  purchasing  agent  of  the  Quarter* 
master-general  of  the  Continental  Army  was  at  Fishkill,  with  funds  to 
meet  the  drafts  of  Dirck  Jansen,  who  was  s- leered  by  the  Convention,  to 
gather  the  grain  from  the  farmers  or  from  the  manorial  -t^r-houses,  and, 
niVo,  especially  since  no  inspection  of  either  tin*  quantit}  or  the  quality 
of  what  was  to  be  thus  purchased,  was  provided  for. 

& Journal  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  “ Friday  morning,  September  27, 

1770.” 


receivoil  tb  • dilatory  sind  half-hearted  att.-iuion  r.f;  v 
j Convention — an  abridgement  of  their  exi-tii»_r  >1  • s- 
i potie authority  was  opposed  by  the  Ceputies  who  tin  n 
exercised  it; 6 and  there  was  a lingering,  longing  de- 
sire. among  the  master-spirits  of  the  Convention.  !<.r  a 
; reconciliation  with  the  Mother  Country  and  a restora- 
tion of  the  former  form  of  Colonial  Government, 
j evidently  with  themselves  and  their  friends  adtninis- 
j tering  it.7 

The  subject  was  introduced  into  the  Convention, 
very  properl  v,  on  the  day  after  that  body  had  approved 
and  accepted  the  Declttration  of  Independence ; but 
i tli e consideration  of  it  was  postponed,  from  time  to 
time,  until  the  first  of  August,  when  a Committee 
| was  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consid- 
i oration  and  reporting  apian  for  instituting  and  train- 
ing a lorn'  of  ( iocrrniucnf,  together  with  a Bit  oj 
; II I]h t *,  ascertaining  and  declaring  the  essential  Bights 
J and  Privileges  of ‘‘the  good  people  of  this  state,  ’ as  a 
foundation  for  such  I'orm  of  Government,  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  to  the  Convention,  on  the  twenty-sixth 


c As  late  in  the  year  us  the  early  days  of  October,  the  attempt  of  the 
County-clerk  of  Duchess-county  to  continue  the  old  practice  of  h GJing 
a County  Court  for  that  County  was  formally  forbidden  by  the  Conven- 
tion, John  Jay,  Janie:'  Duane,  arid  Robert  It.  Livingston  having  l • n 
present  in  the  Convention,  'Jo  urn  >1  of  the  Convention,  “ Die  Sabbati,  9 ho., 
“A.M.,  Octor.  3,  1776.“) 

'There  need  be  no  better  evidence  of  that  fact,  although  there  is  an 
abundance,  elsewhere,  than  in  the  successive  orders  fr>r  the  issue  of  Bills 
of  Credit,  by  the  Convention.  It  continued  to  issue  such  Bills,  in  the 
name  of  the  Colony,  long  after  it  had  professed  to  accept  the  Declaration 
i of  Independence,  by  which  if  had  ceased  to  be  a Colony.  (Journal  of  (he 
I Convention,  “Die  Mercurii,  9 ho.,  A.M.,  Augt.  7,  1770”)  an  l,  subs-- 
| quently, when  a new  issue  of  such  Bills  of  Credit  was  ordered  to  bo 
j printed,  (Journal  of  the  Convention,  “ Die  Martis,  ■'"»  ho.,  P.M  , August  13, 

! “1770”)  it  was  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  insignia  of  the  Corr-ca- 
j tion  of  the  City  of  New  York,  (Ibid ;)  and  the  engravers  of  the  several 
j plates  were  instructed  to  leave  a blank  space  where  the  name  of  the 
! maker  of  the  obligation  should  be,  on  those  plates,  in  order  that  such 
! name  as  should  be  subsequently  found  to  b • most  useful — the  Colony, 

| the  State,  the  City,  or  something  else — might  be  iuserted,  with  type, 

1 after  the  sheets  should  have  been  printed  on  the  plate-press — conclusive 
evidence  that  the  permanence  of  the  new-formed  >mte  was  regarded  by 
even  the  master  spirits  of  the  Convention,  as  very  questionable. 

In  the  same  connection,  it  may  be  well  to  inquire  and  to  consider  what 
, the  Karl  of  Coventry  meant,  when,  in  his  place  in  the  House  of  Lords, 

■ on  the  twenty-fifth  of  November,  1779,  he  snid,  “He  lamented  that  a 
. “ W ar  so  fatal  to  Great  Britain  should  ever  have  been  begun,  much  more 
| “that  it  should  be  continued  with  so  mm  h obstinacy;  and  declared  that, 

| “had  ti.v  li  >>.-e  paid  attention  to  the  propoaiti.ins -which  he,  tin*  l.t«i 
) ‘ .Sessions,  informed  tlu  m he  was  authorized  to  make  front  two  persous 
j “of  authority  and  influence,  in  America,  and  which,  bad  they  been 
I “listened  to,  by  Parliament,  and  agreed  to,  would  h ive  been  ratified  by 
j “Congress,  we  should  have  been,  at  this  hour,  in  peace  with  America.” 
j — Speech  of  the  Karl  of  Coventry,  in  tin  House  of  Lords,  in  Aim  *n‘s  Forint - 
J mentary  Register,  xv.,  17. 

“Tim  hu  t Sessions,”  during  which  the  Karl  of  Coventry,  by  authority, 

| presented  overtures  for  reconciliation  to  whi<  h the  Continental  Cougr-  -- 
l would  have  agreed,  was  the  Fifth  Session  of  the  Fourteenth  Parliament 
, of  Great  Britain,  (November  2d.  177s2,  to  July  3,  1779,)  loug  after  the 
Rllmnce  of  the  United  States  with  Franco  had  been  perfected,  a:  ■! 
j utilized  in  America.  As  the  Karl,  on  another  occasion,  boldly  acknowl- 
I edited  his  personal  friendship  and  correspondence  with  nmre  flun  one  of 
| those  who,  then,  were  regarded  as  prime  lead  rs  in  th**  Rebellion.  there 
i need  be  very  little  trouble  in  searching  for  the  names  of  those  who  v-  rr. 

| undoubtedly,  the  mouthpieces  of  the  Continental  Congress,  mi  the  w rk 

1 : • i . ■ ; ! I 1 1 • 1 1 , . ' a f : . t 1 1 ' 

in  1779. 
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of  August,  loss  than  four  weeks  from  the  date  of  its  \ 
appointment.1  Tim  Committee  wlm  was  :i[>[ ■••inti . 1 for 
t h- >-*o  purposes  consisted  of  .John  Jay,  Colonel  John 
Broome,  and  General  John  Morin  Scott,  all  of  the 
City  of  New  York;  Joliti  Sloss  ilohart  and  William 
Smith,  ofSulfolk;  Ahraham  Yates,  Junior,  and  Hubert 
Yates,  of  Alhany-county  ; Henry  Wisner,  Senior,  and  | 
Colonel  Charles  De  Witt,  ok  Lister-county  ; William 
Duer,  of  Charlotte-county  ; Gouverneur  Morris,  of  | 
Wcstehester-county ; Samuel  Townshend,  oft^ueen?- 
county;  and  Robert  R.  Livingston,  of  Duchess-county .-  ! 

The  subject  continued  to  be  played  with,  both  by  j 
the  Committee  and  the  Convention,  by  both  of  whom 
nothing  was  done,  until  the  Royal  Army  occupied! 
the  City  of  New  York  and  prepared  to  extend  its 
operations  into  Westchester  county,  when  other 
subjects  occupied  the  attention  of  both ; and 
thus  were  the  best  interests  and  the  safety  of  lie.' 
inhabitants  of  the  State  endangered — thus  were  their 
properties  and  their  families  and  everything  which  ; 
was  dear  to  them,  subjected  to  the  hazard  of  a revo-  | 
lutionary  uprising,  of  anarchy,  and  of  entire  de- 
struction— only  because  James  Duane  and  John  Jay 
and  the  Livingstons  and  the  Morrisses  and  their 
friends  preferred  a reconciliation  and  a reconstruc  tion 
of  the  former  system  of  Government,  with  themselves 
in  the  offices;  and,  for  the  promotion  of  those  selfish 
purposes,  withheld  every  form  of  Government  from 
the  young  State,  and  exposed  every  one  and  everything, 
within  the  State,  to  lawless  anarchy  and  entire  ruin. 

There  was  scarcely  a matter,  in  either  the  Judicial 
or  the  Legislative  or  the  Executive  departments  of 
Government,  with  which  that  Congress  did  not  in- 
terfere; ■1  and  it  ventured  to  ask  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, only  because  it  lacked  courage  enough  to  do  so, 
to  revise  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  and  to  exercise 
an  official  -censorship  over  the  prayers  of  those  who 
did  not  use  Rituals,4 


1 Journal  of  the  Contention,  “Die  Jovis,  8 ho.,A.AL,  August  1,  1776.’’ 

2 Ibid. 

3 Without  entering  into  details,  the  Convention  provided  for  the  refu- 
cco  Poor,  from  the  City  of  New  York;  protected  the  Cattle  of  the  farmers,  [ 
from  the  enemy’*  foraging  parties,  as  far  as  it  could  do  so  ; guarded  the  I 


gatfeti  of  the  Hudson  river  ; arbitrarily  set  twide  the  Elections  of  Officers 


vr ho  were  distasteful  to  it  ; borrowed  Money,  whenever  they*  could  find 


lender?  ; treated  with  the  Indians;  issued  Pap-.-r-curreucy  ; ► we  p!uy- 
nvout  to  grumbling  Mechanics  ; watched  the  “ disaffected,”  in  New  del-  | 
soy;  lent  Money  to  impecunious  County  Committees;  guard-  l the  1 
official  Records;  ordered  Fusts;  gave  Passed  to  those  making  journeys ; i 
seized  tho  Royal  Quitrents ; removed  those  who  wero  exposed  to  the 
enemy;  provided  postal  facilities ; guv©  Licenses  to  Innkeepers;  gave 
relief  to  insolvent  Debtors;  provided  for  the  care  of  Orphans;  relieved  1 
distressed  Soldiers;  etc  , etc. 

The  Journal*  of  the  Convention  and  those  of  its  GanmiUcv  of  Soft t:/  may  i 
be  referred  to,  by  those  who  shall  desire  further  information  concerning  J 
the  action  of  tho  Convent  ion  or  the  Committee,  thereon. 

*“\Ve  take  tho  liberty  of  suggesting  to  your  consideration,  also,  thA  l 
*' propriety  of  taking  some  measures  for  expunging  from  the  lu».-k  of  | 
“ Qonmon  Prayer,  such  parts,  and  discontinuing  ill  the  Congregations  I 
“of  all  other  denominations,  all  such  pntyeis,  as  interfere  with  th--  in-  I 
14 tercet  of  tho  American  cause.  It  is  a subject  we  are  afraid  t - no  ddle  j 
“with,  the  .enemies  of  America  having  taken  great  pains  to  insinuate  j 
44  into  the  minds  of  the  Episcopalians  that  t tie  Church  was  in  danger. 
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While  the  Convention  was  th’.-  bu-ily  employed — 
:md  justice  iv  [iiiivs  chut  it.-  iud;-vy  ari  l determina- 
tion, in  preparing  fur  u -m  r. --fu!  opposition  to  tlx* 
Royal  Armies,  on  the  northern  frontiers  as  well. is  in 
the  vicinity  of  New  York,  should  he  fully  and  prop- 
erly recognized — other  events  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance to  New  York  and  to  her  si-ter  States,  were  of 
everyday  occurrence, 

As  we  have  already  stated,  the  Royal  troops  which 
had  been  withdrawn  from  Boston  and  carried  to 
Halifax,  duringthe  preceding  Man  h.  “having  suffi- 
“eiently  recovered  from  the  fatigues  and  sickness 
“occasioned  by  their  confined  situation  in  that  town” 
[Boston?]  left  the  later  place,  [Halifax]  on  the 
eleventh  of  June, under  convoy  of  Admiral  Shuld- 
ham  reached  Shindy-hook  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  the 
same  month ; s landed  on  the  northeastern  shore  of 
Staten -Island,  between  the  second  and  fourth  of 
July  ; 9 and  were  welcomed  by  the  persecuted  inhabit- 
ants of  that  beautiful  island,  as  their  deliverers  from 
the  terrible  oppression  of  the  revolutionary  powers, 
both  that  of  New  York  and  that  of  New  Jersey.10 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  twelfth  of  July,  for  the 
purpose  of  distressing  the  American  Army,  “by 
“ obstructing  supplies  coming  down  the  river  and  other 
“good  consequences  dependent  on  that  measure’’ — 
probably,  also,  for  the  purpose  of  offering  encourage- 
ment to  the  conservative  farmers  of  Westchester- 
county  to  follow  the  example  of  those  on  Staten 
Island,  in  declaring  for  the  King — the  P tut  nix,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Hyde  Parker,  of  forty  guns,  the 
Rose,  commanded  by  Captain  Wallace,  of  twenty 


“ We  would  wish  the  Congress  would  pass  some  Resolve,  to  quiet  th*  Ir 
“ fears;  au-l  w©  are  confident  it  woubl  do  essential  service  to  the  cause  of 
“America,  at  least  in  this  State.’*  {Journal  of  the  Procincuil  Convention, 
“Thursday  morning,  July  11,  177b.’’) 

6 History  of  the  Civil  War  in  America.  By  an  Officer  of  the  Army  [Cap- 
tain Hull ji.,17J;  Stediuan’s  History  of  the  American  War,  Ed.  London, 
1704,  i.,  100. 

The  Annual  Regteter  for  1776  : History  of  Europe,  166,*  167,*  an  i,  fol- 
lowing that  authority,  The  History  of  the  War  in  America  bet  urn.  a ti--e.it 
Britain  and  her  Colonic n,  Ed.  Dublin,  1770,  i.,  170,  1 NO,  and  Murray's  Im- 
partial History  of  the  War  in  America , Edit.  Newcastle,  i i. , l"»b,  sty  ;he 
troops  were  not  comfortable  at  Halifax;  and  that  General  Howe  was 
obliged  to  sail  from  there,  because  of  a scarcity  of  provisions;  but  we 
prefer  the  statement  of  Captain  Hall,  who  was  present,  and  who  wrote 
with  unusual  precision  and  accuracy,  especially  with  Stedm.in  support- 
ing him. 

* U 't'-ry  of  U. . ( < il  War  i . . Imt  ?•/<:•.,  [Co.pt,  Ha  d’*]  i.,  17b  ; Stedmua’c 
History  of  the  American  li  ar,  i.,  19U. 

’General  Hone  to  Lord  Georye  Germaine,  44  States  Isi. \nd,  7 July, 
41 1776;”  Annual  Register  for  1776  : History  of  Europe,  ]G7.* 

8 General  Ho  ice  to  I.rrd  Georye  Germaine,  “Staten  Island,  7 July, 
“1776;”  [Hall's]  History  of  the  Civil  V,\ir  in  America,  i_.  171  ; Sb-Jinan's 
Jlistory  oj  the  America  • Bar,  i.,  100  ; Marshall's  Lif ■ of  Georye  Wa*iii 
ton,  Ed.  PhiJ.i.,  1*01,  ii.,415. 

* General  Ho  ice  to  Lord  Georye  Germaine,  “ State  n Island,  7. Inly, 
“ 1776  ;’*  [Hall's]  History  of  the  CivJ  War  in  America,  i , 17.'*  ; Gordon’s 
History  of  the  Ameri  an  Jit  volution , Ed.  London,  178c<,  ii.,  ‘27s  ; etc. 

(fen*  ral  lhare  h>  Lord  George  Germaine,  “Staten  Island,  7 July, 
“ 1776  ; ’’  General  Howe’s  f Jl«,  rentimi*  »//••<  a i pamphlet  entitled  Letters  t1  a 
Nobleman,  Ed.  London,  17$*\  :'*•»;  London  tin  • “AdmiraITY  i nrr, 
**  August  10,  1 7 7 » * ; “ Go  nrr  nor  Troon  t<>  I.  rd  George  Germain * “ I>i  cmkss 
'* oK  Gordon,  »»kk  States  I>i.\nii,  July  8,  1776  John  Adam * to  Mr*. 
Adams,  “ Pm ila DEi.rii i \,  ll  July,  1776.” 
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guns,  and  three  tenders,  “ taking  advantage  of  the 
“tide  and  a fresh  breeze,”  left  Staten  Island,  and 
passed  the  City,  receiving  the  lire  of  the  American 
batteries  on  t lie  Red  Hook,  Governor’s  Island,  Powle’s 
Hook,  and  along  the  line  of  the  Hudson-ri  ver,  within 
. the  City,  without  sustaining  any  material  damage, 
and  returning  a fire  which  was  equally  harmless.1 
They  anchored  off  Tarrytown,  during  the  early 
evening;  - but,  if  their  errand  was  to  encourage  the 
farmers  on  the  Philipse  Manor  to  declare  themselves 
favorably  inclined  to  the  King,  their  ollicers  must 
have  been  sadly  disappointed,  since  Lieutenant 
Daniel  Martling,  with  whom  the  reader  is  already 
acquainted,  on  the  first  appearance  of  the  approaching 
vessels,  promptly  ordered  his  command  to  turn  out, 
to  oppose  any  attempt  which  might  be  made  to  effect 
a landing;  and,  during  the  night,  under  the  personal 
direction  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Hammond,  who  lived 
in  the  vicinity,  cartridges  were  distributed,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  village  and  neighboring  farms 
were  collected,  in  order  that  an  effective  resistance 
should  be  made.3  Fresh  supplies  of  ammunition 
were  sent,  by  the  Convention,  then  in  session  at  the 
White  Plains  ; and  measures  were  taken  for  reinforc- 
ing the  inhabitants  ; 4 but,  although  it  is  said  the  ships 
were  visited  by  one  or  two  periaugas,' they  appeared, 
while  they  remained  off  Tarrytown,  to  have  been  sent 
for  no  other  purpose  than  to  take  soundings,6  although 
there  is  little  doubt  that  they  also  cutoff  the  supplies, 
as  well  as  the  communication  between  the  main  Army 
and  that  on  the  northern  frontier,7  and  availed  them- 
selves of  the  darkness  of  night  to  open  communica- 
tions with  those  of  the  neighboring  inhabitants  of’ 

' - Westchester  and  Orange-counties,  who  were  supposed 
to  have  been  friendly  to  the  Royal  cause. 

The  successful  passage  of  these  ships,  up  the  river, 
very  reasonably,  created  much  anxiety  and  alarm,  iu 
the  Army  and  throughout  the  State.  General  Wash- 
ington, wisely  suspecting  that  the  purpose  of  the 
movement  was  to  encourage  the  tenantry  on  the 
Manors  of  Philipshorougli  and  Cortlandt  to  declare  ) 
for  the  King,  immediately  ordered  General  George  j 


1 General  ITowe  to  Lord  Georj c Germain--,  Staten  Inland,  S July,  1 
**1770;”  the  some  to  the  some,  “Status  I-h  \Xi>,  6 August,  1776;  ” 
General  WashingJon  to  General  Clinton,  ‘‘  II  sap -qua  riels,  New 
“ YotiK,  12  July,  1770;”  the  s a.ie.  to  tin.  President  of  Congnss,  **  New  1 
“York,  14  July,  1776;”  the  same,  to  General  S'Jmyler,  “ New  York,  1 > j 
“ July,  1776  ; ” Memoirs  of  Major-general  1I<  <ith,  17 1.  ISostoL,  17'J>,  4>:  , 
[Hall's]  History  of  the  Civil  War  in  America,  i.,  Is5,  ISO  ; G r-l on's  History  [ 
of  the  American  Revolution,  ii,  301. 

- The  Convention  of  S.uc  York  to  General  Washington,  “ S,itur  l;i y morn-  j 
“ inp,  July  13,  1776;”  [Hairs]  History  of  the  ChU  HVr  iu  America , 
i.,  Is5;  Gordon’s  History  of  the  American  Revolution,  ii..  .)  >1. 

a Keg>orl  and  pride  nee  in  the  Case  of  I.ieutenant-cdontl  Hammond.  — 
Historical  Manuscripts : Miscellaneous  Payers,  xxxiv.,  .74’J. 

* The  Convention  to  General  Washington , “Saturday  Morning,  July  13, 

“ 1776.” 

t>  The  Convention  to  General  Washington  “ In  Con  v ks  thin,  July  1.7,1776.” 

* The  Convention  to  Gem.ral  Washington,  “ Saturday  morning,  July  13,  j 
“17U1." 

* General  II  asliiugton  to  John  Augustine  Washington,  “New  \ork,'22 
“ July,  1770.” 


I Clinton,  then  commanding  the  Militia  who  laid  b.-,  , 

! called  out  for  the  protection  of  the  passes  over  L. 

Highlands,  to  desire  General  Ten  Broeck,  coinman.;. 
i ing  the  Militia  above  the  Highlands,  to  march  down 
! with  as  great  a force  as  lie  could  collect,  in  order  iff. 

more  effectually  to  secure  those  passes,  particularlv 
! the  road  which  passed  over  Anthony’s  Nose;  and,  at 
the  same  time,  he  authorized  General  Clinton,  it 
there  should  seem  to  he  any  danger  from  those  who 
i were  “disaffected,”  to  sendan  express  to  Connects  ut, 

| desiring  the  western  portion  of  that  State  “ to  col- 
i “ lect  all  their  forces  at  the  same  point.”8  As  we 
have  already  stated,  the  Convention  of  the  State, 
then  seated  at  the  White  Plains,  besides  sending  ad- 
vices of  the  threatened  inroad  to  the  officer  command- 
■ ing  the  fort  in  the  Highlands,  also  sent  a supply  of 
powder  and  ball  to  the  inhabitants  of  Tarryto  wn,  un  i 
provided  for  reinforcements,  “along  that  shore,”  and 
solicited  protection  for  King’s  Bridge,  “ the  destructi.  m 
“ of  which  it  apprehended  to  have  been  an  object 
“ with  the  enemy.”  9 

On  the  fourteenth  of  Julv,  General  Washington 
• * ' 

wrote  to  the  Convention  a letter  which  is  so  signitL 
cant  of  the  great  anxiety  which  he  felt  and  so  highly 
illustrative  of  his  character,  as  a great  commander, 
that  we  make  room  for  it,  iu  this  place. 

“ New-York  Head-quarters. 

“ July  14th,  177b. 

“ Gentle m ex  : — 

“ The  passage  of  the  enemy  up  the  North-river  is 
“an  event  big  with  many  consequences  to  the  public 
“interest.  One  particularly  occurs  to  me  well  deserv- 
“ing  your  attention,  and  to  prevent  which  I shall 
“gladly  give  every  assistance  in  my  power,  consistent 
“with  the  safety  of  the  Army. 

“ I am  informed  there  are  several  passes,  on  each 
“side  of  the  river,  upon  which  the  communication 
“ with  Albany  depends,  of  so  commanding  a nature 
“ that  an  inconsiderable  body  of  men  may  defend 
“ them  against  the  largest  numbers.  It  may  be  that, 
“ on  board  these  ships,  there  may  be  troops  for  that 
“ purpose,  who,  expecting  to  be  joined  by  the  disaffect- 
“ed,  in  that  quarter,  or  confiding  in  their  own 
“strength,  may  endeavour  to  seize  those  defiles,  in 
“ which  case  the  intercourse  between  the  two  Armies, 
“both  by  land  and  water,  will  be  wholly  cut  off,  than 
“which  a greater  misfortune  could  hardly  befall  the 
“ Province  and  Army.  I must  entreat  you  to  take 
“ the  measure  into  consideration,  and,  if  possible, 
“ provide  against  an  evil  so  much  to  be  apprehended. 
“ I should  nope  the  Militia  of  those  Counties  might  be 
“ used  on  such  an  emergency,  until  further  provision 
“ was  made. 

“ I have  also  thought  it  very  probable  these  ships 


8 General  Wtishttgbni  fa  General  George  Clinton,  **  He.vD-QI’akti 
Nf.nv  York,  12  July,  1776.” 

® The  Convention  to  General  Washington,  “Sutucvlay  morning* *  Jl,'.v  1-  » 
1776.” 
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••  ni:iv  have  carried  tip  arms  and  ammunition  to  ,be 
I ill  out  in  tlio  who  run  favour  their  cause,  and 
.•  ...(•crate  with  tin  al  a ll.\.-d  time.  1 would,  to 
j_'itard  against  this,  submit  to  your  consideration  the 
•propriety  of  writing  to  the  leading  men,  on  our 
"side,  in  those  Counties,  to  be  very  vigilant  in  oh- 
••  serving  any  movement  of  that  kind,  in  order  that 
••  so  dangerous  a scheme  may  be  nipped  in  the  bud; 

" for  that  purpose,  to  keep  the  utmost  attention  to 
“ the  conduct  of  the  principal  Tories  in  those  parts, 
“any  attempts  of  intercourse  with  the  ships,  and  all 
“other  circumstances  which  may  lead  to  a discovery 
! “of  their  schemes  and  the  destruction  of  their  meas- 
! “ ures. 

“ I am,  Gentlemen,  very  respectfully, 

“ Your  mo.  obt.  and  very  hide,  servant, 

“ Geo.  Washington*. 

“ TO  TIIE  IIONltl.E.  THE  PltEST.  OF  THE 

“ Provincial  Congress  of  New- York.” 

xVs  we  have  said,  the  inhabitants  of  the  vicinity  of 
Tarrytown  turned  out  for  the  purpose  of  obstructing 
any  attempt  which  might  be  made,  to  effect  a landing 
from  the  ships; 1 but  they  were  farmers,  in  the  midst 
of  their  harvest ; and  when  they  had  been  there  three 
days,  without  having  seen  much  pressing  necessity 
for  their  further  stay  or  any  prospect  of  a relief  or  of 
a supply  of  provisions,  although  the  Convention  was 
sitting  within  six  miles  from  them,  they  expressed 
their  desire  to  he  relieved,  and  some  of  them  went 
home,  without  leave,  “iu  order  to  attend  to  their  har- 
vests.” 2 

Very  ungraciously  and,  certainly,  not  in  such 
words  as  were  calculated  to  inspire  respect  for  those 
who  had  employed  them,  among  those  against  whom 
they  were  thus  tossed,  by  the  aristocratic  master- 
spirits of  the  Convention,3  Orders  were  issued  to 
Captain  Mieah  Townsend,  who  had  probably  been  1 
sent  from  the  Plains  to  Tarrytown,  on  the  day  after  i 
the  arrival  of  the  ships,  to  remain  at  the  latter  place,  j 
with  his  Company ; Colonel  Thomas  was  ordered  to  j 
send  detachments  from  his  Regiment,  to  relieve  those  ! 
who  had  not  returned  to  their  homes;  and  the  pay 
and  rations  allowed  to  the  Continental  troops,  were 
promised  to  those  who  were,  as  well  as  to  those  who 
should  he,  called  into  the  service.1  Rut,  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  [July  Hi,  1 7 7 1 > , J all  those  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Tarrytown  were  relieved  from  immediate 
danger,  by  the  ships  and  their  tenders  weighing  their 
anchors  and  sailing  up  the  river,  occasionally  tiring  a 
shot,  as  they  passed  a house  on  the  western  side  the 
river;  and  by  their  anchoring  a short  distance  below 
j Verplanck's-point,  and  “ opposite  the  stores  at  Hav- 


* Viile  (sige  '-’08,  ante. 

2 Journnl  of  l hr  ( 'ourt  nti  m,  “Dio  Lunin,  P.M.,  July  15,  1770.’* 

Thr  Convention  to  UrnOmont-colonrl  lltimmonJ , “ In  Osventd  \ for 
“ tiik  State  *»i*  New- York,  White  Plain.**,  July  15,  1 7 T » » . ' * 

* Journal  of  thi  ('onvruliitn,  “ I>ic  Luna,  P.M.,  .July  1.7,  1770;“  thr 
Convention  to  I.imtemtnt-colonel  HnmmonJ,  “In  Convention  for  tup 
“State  me  Nf.w-Yokk,  White  Plains,  July  15,  1770.” 


11  erstr.'iw.”  Ihiring  the  afternoon  of  the  same  ‘lav, 
one  of  the  tenders  beat  up  the  river,  against  an  unfa- 
vorable wind,  sounding  the  river  very  carefully  as 
she  proceeded,  until  she  had  come  within  gun-shot 
of  Fort  Montgomery,  when  her  progress  was  arrested 
by  a thirty-two  pound  shot,  which  struck  her,  and 
compelled  her  to  put  about,  and  to  run  down  the 
riser,  not,  however,  without  having  plundered  a little 
house  which  stood  near  the  river.’ 

During  the  morning  of  that  day,  {.July  16,  Ii76,] 
before  the  information  of  the  departure  of  the  ships 
from  Tarrytown  had  reached  the  Convention,  that  body 
had  provided  for  the  removal  of  “all  Provisions  and 
“ other  Stores,  as  well  private  as  public  property,  which 
“were. stored  in  places  within  the  district  of  Peekskill 
“and  so  situated  as  to  be  in  danger  of  being  taken  by 
I “ the  enemy,”  “ to  such  places  of  safety  as  the  Sub- 
j “ committee  of  Peekskill  shall  think  proper ;”  and 
when  the  information  of  the  departure  of  the  ships 
. was  received  from  Lieutenant-colonel  Hammond, 
the  Convention  very  promptly  despatched  Colonel 
Pierre  Van  Cortlaudt  and  Zephauiah  Platt,  the  former 
a Deputy  from  Westcliester-county  and  the  latter  one 
from  Duchess-county,  “ to  the  Highlands,  in  order  to 
“ call  out  such  Militia  as  they  may  think  necessary  for 
“the  defence  and  security  of  this  tstatc;  to  direct 
“ their  stations ; to  reinforce  the  garrisons  of  Forts 
“Montgomery  and  Constitution,  if  expedient;  and  to 
“supply  such  forces  as  may  be  called  but  or  to  ap- 
“ point  proper  persons  for  that  purpose;”  at  the  same 
time,  promising  Continental  pay  and  rations  to  the 
Militia  who  should  be  thus  employed;  and  advancing 
five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  disposed  of  in  procuring 
Provisions  for  the  forces  who  should  thus  be  called 
into  active  service.* *  The  Convention  further  signified, 
at  the  same  Session,  its  determination  to  protect  the 
State,  as  far  as  it  could  do  so,  by  ordering  into  imme- 
diate service,  one-fourth  of  the  entire  body  of  Militia 
of  the  Counties  of  Westchester,  Duchess,  Orange — 
which  then  included  what  is  now  known  as  Rockland 
— and  Ulster-counties,  “for  the  defence  of  the  liber- 
“ties,  property,  wives,  and  children  of  the  good  peo- 

pie  of  this  State  ; and  as,  at  this  busy  season  of  the 
“ year,  the  service  may  he  inconvenient  to  many  of 
“ them,  each  man  bo  allowed  twenty  dollars,  as  a 
“ Routity,  with  Contirn  uta!  pay  and  subsistence,  and 
“ he  continued  in  the  service  until  the  last  day  of 
“December  next, unless  sooner  discharged.”  j\t  the 
same  time,  the  men  to  be  raised  in  Westchester  and 
Duchess-counties  were  ordered  to  repair,  immediately, 
to  Peekskill;  General  Washington  was  requested  to 
appoint  an  officer  to  take  command  of  all  the  levies 
to  he  raised,  on  both  sides  the  river  ; to  designate 

what  stations  they  should  occupy;  and  to  nominate 
two  Deputy  Commissaries  for  the  troops,  on  each  side 

6 lA^ftrnant’Coionrl  ILutimoml  to  the  Convention,  * 4 Takkytow.v  July 
“ 10,  177  ♦»  General  Cl  inOni  to  Gmeral  IVtmhimjton,  “Fort  Montgom- 
“ fry,  July  ‘23,  1770.’* 

* Journal  of  the  Convention,  “ Friilny  morning;,  July  10,  1770.** 


. 


. 


' 


■ 


' 


\\  KSiVllKSTKU  COl'NTV. 


of  tin1 *  r i \ > r o.I  th">o  who  wort*  alrrmlv  in  the' 
service,  from  Oi.mgi'  ;ii  '1  I Islcr-c  .unlit,-',  wrr  unifi- 
ed to  be  posted  in  the  Highlands,  to  guard  the  deliles, 
therein,  which  were  westward  from  the  Ilndson-river, 
as  General  Clinton  should  direct.  The  provisions  of 
these  enactments  were  completed  by  the  appointment 
of  Colonel  Thomas  Thomas  as  the  Colonel-command- 
ing and  Ebenezer  l'urdy  as  the  .Major,  ot  the  troops 
which  were  to  be  drawn  from  W'estchester-county 1 — j 
an  appointment  of  Colonel  which  was  made  in  the  i 
hurry  of  the  moment  and  under  a misapprehension,! 
the  Convention  having  erroneously  supposed  Colonel  j 
Thomas  was  the  senior  Colonel  of  the  Westehester- 
couutv  Militia,  whereas  the  seniority  rested  on  ; 
Colonel  Drake ; and  which  Election,  subsequently,  \ 
produced  a serious  rupture  in  the  military  circles  of  the 
County,  and  between  the  two  rivals  and  their  respec- 
tive friends, J since  Colonel  Thomas  resolutely  retained 
the  authority  which  he  had  thus  received  by  mistake.1 
A- guard  of  fifty  men  was  also  provided  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  public  stores  of  Provisions,  at  or  near 
Peekskill ; 1 and  the  Commissioners  for  building  the 
Continental  Ships,  at  Poughkeepsie,  were  requested 
to  exert  their  utmost  abilities  and  attention  to  defend 
those  Ships  from  the  hostile  attempts  of  the  enemy, 
and,  if  nothing  else,  to  preserve  the  Oak-plank,  Rig- 
ging, and  other  Stores  from  falling  into  his  hands.3 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  [July  16,  1776,] 
the  Convention  appointed  a secret  Committee  “ to  de- 
“ vise  aud  carry  into  execution  such  measures  as  to 
“ them  shall  appear  most  effectual  for  obstructing 
“ the  channel  of  Hudson’s-river,  or  annoying  the  en- 
“ emy’s  ships  in  their  navigation  up  the  said  river; 
“ and. that  this  Convention  pledge  themselves  for  de- 
“ fraying  the  charges  incident  thereto.”  That  Com- 
mittee was  composed  of  John  Jay,  of  the  City  of  Xew 
York,  Robert  Yates,  of  Albany-connty,  Major  Chris- 
topher Tappen,  of  Ulster-county,  William  Paulding, 
of  Westchcster-cou nty,  and  Robert  R.  Livingston  and 
Gilbert  Livingston,  both  of  Duchess-county.  At  the 
same  time,  a messenger  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  Gov- 
ernor Trumbull  for  the  purpose  of  requesting  him 
to  order  (lie  forces  of  western  Connecticut  to  be  cal  1 eel 
out,  for  the  further  support  of  those  who  were  occu- 
pying the  passes  in  the  Highlands ; u a Resolution, 

1 J.  nmol  of  the  Convention,  “ Friday  morning,  .Tn’y  D>,  177'-.” 

- Journal  if  the  ( oni'ention,  Die  lam.*-.  0 ho.,  A.M.,  July  22,  1 7 7 » > 
the  mime,  “ Dip  Luna-,  4ho.,P.M.,  July  22,  1770;”  Colonel  Joseph 
i>r>tke  to  the  Cna’cntirin,  “ AViiite  Plains,  2ft  July,  1770  ;”  the  some  to 
General  .1/orrD,  “New  K*m  tiki.  July  2-1,  1770  ; the  some  to  the  i 
lion,  “ Nf.w  Kuril  km  k,  r»  August,  177*>/’ 

3 Preamble  and  ICesulnth/n  of  the  (.'oilcentbni,  “Dio  I. tin:**,  4 ho.,  P.M., 
“July  22.  177ii.” 

* The  Convent  ho)  to  Colonel  Pierre  Win  Co-tlnn.lt,  “In  (’owextios  pc 
“the  Rfi'rksk.n r.vrt ves  ok  the  State  he  Nkw-Yuk,  White  Plain*, 
“July  D*.  1770/' 

3 The  t'onvention  to  Jnmbus  Win  /. omit , in  he*  uhseuee,  fn  the  (\ijfoins 
Laurence  and  Toiler,  or  either  of  them,  at  /' ■//./,'  - / *«<■«•,  “ In  ( '< • n \ entto n 
“ok  Tin:  Kf.I'Kt^estativks  ok  the  Stair  ok  N,  \v-Y < kk.  White  Pi  a ins, 
41  July  10,  1770/’ 

''It  appears  that  it  was  subsequently  considered  advisable  to  sen  1 a 


reipie-ting  “ all  Magistrate-'  and  other  officers  of  jus- 
“ ticc  in  this  Plate,  who  W'-re  well  affected  to  the  libi-r- 
“ ties  of  A merica.  until  further  orders,  to  exercise  their 
“ respective  nllicfs,’’ w;L' adopti'tl ; and  the  Convention 
also  adopted  Resolutions  declaring  that  “all  pi-ivm* 
“abiding  within  the  State  of  Xew  York  and  deriving 
“ protection  from  the  Laws  of  the  same,  owe  Allegiance 
“ to  the  said  Laws,  and  are  members  of  the  State  ; that 
“ all  persons  passing  through,  visiting,  or  making  a 
“ temporary  stay  in  the  said  State,  being  entitled  to 
“ the  protection  of  the  Laws,  during  the  time  of  such 
“ passage,  visitation,  or  temporary  stay,  owe,  during 
“the  same  time,  Allegiance  thereto;  and  that  all 
“ persons,  members  of  or  owing  Allegiance  to  this 
“ State,  as  before  described,  who  shall  levy  War 
“ against  the  said  State,  within  the  same,  or  be  adher- 
“ ent  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  or  others  the  ene- 
“ mies  of  the  said  State,  within  the  same,  giving  to 
“ him  or  them,  aid  and  comfort,  are  guilty  of  Treason 
“ against  the  State,  and  being  thereof  convicted,  'hall 
“suffer  the  pains  and  penalties  of  Death!”'  The 
Convention  also  “ earnestly  recommended  to  the  < len- 
“ eral  Committees  of  the  Counties  and  the  Sub-Com- 
“ mittees  in  tlie  Districts  of  the  several  Counties  in 
“ this  State,  immediately  to  apprehend  and  secure  all 


Committee  of  the  Convention,  instead  of  a letter  In  the  bund?  of  a 
Messenger  ; and  Colonel  .John  JJroomc.  of  New  Y’ork  City,  and  William 
Duor,  of  Charlotte-county,  vvre  selecb-d  lor  that  purpose.  (General 
\\~ashiiijt' at  to  the  President  of  the  Continental  Conijres-i,  tm  New  YoIIK,  l'J 
“July,  1770.”  ) 

7 These  Resolutions  are  almost  identical  with  other  Resolutions,  of  the 
same  tenor,  which  had  bet  a adopted  by  tho  Continental  Co  u greats,  on 
the  twenty-fourth  of  June  preceding,  (eide  pa.j>  s 170,  ISO,  aide;)  but,  be- 
cause of  the  subsequent  abrogation  of  all  the  Laws  of  the  Colony,  and 
because  no  other  Laws  had  been  enacted,  even  provisionally,  to  t d;  .• 
their  places,  the  truth  was,  that,  on  the  day  of  the  adoption  f these 
Resolutions,  by  the  Convention,  there  were  no  Law*,  of  any  kii.d.  in 
force,  within  tho  Stab-,  nor  any  Courts  to  try  offenders,  of  any  kind; 
and  the  Resolutions  were,  therefore,  practically,  mere  buncombe,  mean- 
ing nothing. 

Rut  the  ridiculousness  of  the  Resolutions  was  not  routined  to  their 
allusions  to  Laws  wlii-h  had  been  formally  abrogated  and  t • 0«uim> 
which  had  been  a*:  formally  ubol  shed.  Obedience  to  the  Laws,  had 
there  been  any  Laws,  would  have  been  truly  due  from  cv.  ry  one 
within  tho  limits  of  the  State;  but  lhat  was  something  which  v..- 
eutirely  distinct  from  Allegiance,  which  w:ts  not  'lue  to  rh-  Law.? 
but  to  tho  Sovereign  to  whose  supreme  authority  tie*  p«*rs  >:i  wa.> 
legally  subject,  and  from  whom  even  tlu*  Laws  themselves,  h id  there 
been  any,  had  derived  all  the  authority  which  they  could  luv-  p*.»? 
idl^y  pr/o.st.'Sed.  Treason  lia-s  alvv  '\>  consisted,  und  >nll  • of 

something  else  than  a mere  misdemeanor  or  a simple  felony  ; and 
tin  subject  of  another  Sovereign,  although  a violatoi  of  the  to 

which  lie  properly  owed  obedience,  could  not,  then  m>r  since,  1 j . { \ K*.  n 

legally  tried  and  convicted  of  Tre.isun.  for  any  such  violation  of  the  1 • .»l 
Law,  in  the  State  of  New  York  or  elsewhere,  else,  under  t In • lb  - in 
tiuns,  every  officer  mid  soldier  of  the  Royal  Army,  whether  Ih  iii-h  • r 
Irish  or  Herman,  who  were  within  tin*  State  of  N<  w York,  m an  i at*  r 
the  sixteenth  of  July,  177b,  were  Traitors  “against  the  State/”  liable 
to  b**  tried  for  that  very  capital  off' • nee,  and  to  “suffer  the  pains  a:. d 
“penalties  of  D*  ath/’  therefor. 

Tho  Convention,  in  its  eagerness  to  secure  the  State,  made  itself 
ridiculous  by  the  passage  of  such  lo*solutions,  erq*ecia!ly  sin  ••  ir  wa*» 
exercising  despotic  authority,  unrestrained  by  any  Law.  and  ne*  <i  I u>* 
such  Resolution  as  a warrant  for  declaring  anyone,  no  matter  w 'em), 
either  with  or  without  a reason,  to  have  been  a traitor,  and  to  hung 
and  quartered  him  after  the  most  approved  fashiou  of  despots,  ha  lit 
inclined  to  have  done  so. 


. 
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• .such  persons,  whose  frying  at  large,  at  this  i-ririral 

t i ni(*,  tliey  shall  1 1 « ■ - in  dau<_:cruu>  to  the  I.ihcrtas  ot 
“this  State;”  ' ami  the  measure  ot’  its  zeal  was  tilled 
hv  asking  a loan  from  General  Washington,  tor  the 
payment  of  what  it  had  undertaken  to  do,  promising 
to  “ take  the  earliest  care  to  replace  what  nothing 
*•  but  urgent  necessity  would  have  induced  it  to  bor- 
“ row  hv  requesting  him  to  send  an  immediate  sup- 
ply of  Ammunition  for'  tlie  troops  who  were  already 
in  motion  and  “ hut  ill-supplied  ” with  that  very  nec- 
essary article ; hy  expressing  a fear  to  him  that  the 
enemy  would  attempt  “ to  cut  olf  the  eommunieation 
*•  between  the  City  and  country,  by  landing  above 
“ Ki ngsbridge,”  and  its  desire  to  “ have  some  force 
“ rearly  to  hang  on  his  rear,  in  ease  such  a step  should 
“ be  taken  and  by  suggesting  to  the  General,  also, 
that  if  Governor  Trumbull  would  form  a Camp  of  six 
thousand  men,  at  1 ly rain-river,  the  westernmost  limit 
of  Connecticut,  any  designs  which  the  enemy  might 
have,  to  land  above  Kingsbridge,  would  become  “ ex- 
“ treinely  hazardous.”" 

While  the  Convention  was  thus  bravely  and,  gener- 
ally, with  excellent  judgment,  employed  in  making 
preparations  for  a vigorous  and  effective  resistance, 
whatever  the  purposes  of  the  enemy  may  have  been, 
General  Clinton,  then. at  Fort  Montgomery,  as  we 
have  already  seen,  not  only  welcomed  one  of  the  en- 
emy’s tenders,  which  was  beating  up  the  river,  taking 
soundings  as  she  went,  with  a thirty-two  pound  shot, 
which  caused  her  to  put  about  and  run  down  the 
river,  to  the  place  where  the  ships  had  anchored  ; but 
he  also  made  preparations  for  the  removal  of  ali  the 
goods,  from  the  storehouses,  and  all  the  Cattle,  Slice]', 
etc.,  from  the  farms  which  were  contiguous  to  the 
river,  to  places  of  safety  ; and,  on  the  following  day, 
\_.Tuhj  17,  177<>,]  he  went  down  with  a force  sufficiently 
strong  to  do  what  he  had  proposed;  successfully  re- 
moved what  had  not  yet  been  removed  hy  others ; 
and  left  one  hundred  and  eighty  Militia,  under  the 
command  of  a prudent  officer,  to  oppose  auy  attempt 
which  might  he  made  to  effect  a landing  or  to  open  u 
communication  with  the  shore.i * 3 

On  the  same  day,  [./w/y  17,  177G,]  the  Hose  and  one 
of  the  tenders  ran  up  the  river,  the  former  within 


i Journal  of  the  Convention,  “ Tuesday  afternoon,  lfi  July,  ITT*;.” 

” 2%;  Convention  to  General  M nshimjton,  *’  \\  Hire  Plains,  July  Jo,  1,  .*•. 
Of  the  last-named  excellent  suggestion,  General  Washington  sub?*<- 
uuently  wrote,  * * * “but  I di*l  not  think  rnyself  at  liberty  to 
44  ur^e  or  request  his”  [(.i»nvn»»*r  Trumbull*}  “interest  in  forming  the 
“ Camp  of  six  thousand  men,  as  the  levies,  directed  by  Congn  ss,  on  tin- 
“ third  of  Jinn*,  to  be  furnished  for  the  defense  of  this  place,  by  that 
“Government,  are  but  little  more  than  one-third  come  in.  At  the  same 
44  time,  the  proposition  l think  a good  one,  if  if  could  be  curried  into 
“execution.  In  c;wo  the  enemy  should  attempt  to  e fleet  a landing 
“ above  Kingsbridge  and  to  cut  oil  the  communication  between  t i » i - 
“City  and  the  country,  an  Army  to  hang  on  their  rear  would  distress 
44  them  exceedingly.”  [General  \\'a*liinyton  t»>  ihe  President  of  the  Conti- 
nental Conjres.1 , *•  Nkm  Voi:u,  I'J  July,  1770.”) 

See,  also,  the  General's  unusually  warm  approval  of  tin-  project,  in  his 
letter  to  the  Convention,  “ llK\i*-ui  vrtkc.s,  Nru  York,  July  1'.*,  ITT* 

3 Central  George  Clinton  to  Central  Wuvhimjton,  “Four  Montgomery, 

44  July  *2:!,  1770.” 


three  miles  of  Fort  Montgomery;  plundered  the 
house  of  a pour  man — taking,  among  other  things,  • a 
••  handkerchief  full  of  Salad  and  a Fig  so  very  poor 
“ that  a crow  would  scarcely  deign  to  eat  it” — setting 
the  house  on  fire,  when  it  was  left ; and  then,  return- 
ing to  the  place  where  the  tender  had  run  aground, 
in  the  morning,  cast  her  anchor,  where,  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  the  / ‘/urn i.r  joined  her.4 

The  purposes  for  which  these  vessels  were  sent  up 
the  river  have  never  been  satisfactorily  explained  ; 
and  where  historians  have  referred  to  the  movement 
at  all,  they  have  generally  left  the  subject  imperfectly 
told.  General  Howe,  in  his  first  despatch  on  the  mat- 
ter, informed  the  Home  Government  that  he  had 
“submitted  to  Admiral  Slnihiluiin’s  consideration  the 
“propriety  of  sending  a naval  force  up  the  North- 
“ river,  above  the  Town  of  New  York,  with  a view  to 
“distress  the  rebels  on  that  Island,  by  obstructing 
“ supplies  coming  down  the  river,  and  other  good 
“ consequences  dependent  upon  that  measure,  which 
“meeting  with  his  approbation,  orders  are  given  for 
“two  ships,  one  of  forty'  and  another  of  twenty  guns, 

“ to  proceed  upon  that  service,  the  first  favorable  op- 
“ portunitv  ; and  I flatter  myself  that  these  ships, 
“ more  than  which  cannot  be  spared  at  present  from 
“ the  protection  of  the  transports,  will  prove  of  suffi- 
cient force  to  support  themselves  against  all  at-’ 
“ tempts  of  the  enemy,  from  the  upper  river,  and  to 
“ answer  the  purposes  for  which  they'  are  intended,”  a 
from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  it  was  a nas  al  move- 
ment made  for  a purely  military-  purpose,  originated 
by  the  General-in-chief  of  the  Army;  and,  it  is 
said,  unwillingly  acquiesced  in,  by  the  Admiral. i; 

It  was  said  by  General  Howe,  as  we  have  seen,  that 
thepurpo.se  was  to  cut  off  the  supplies,  for  the  City, 
which  were  brought  down  the  river ; hut  he  also 
said,  it  will  be  remembered,  there  were  “other  good 
“ consequences  dependent  upon  that  measure,”  of  the 
character  of  which  “ consequences  ” he  prudently  said 
nothing.  If,  among  those  “ other  good  consequences,” 
it  was  intended  to  cut  off  the  communication,  by  wa- 
ter, between  New  York  and  Albany  and,  therefore, 
between  the  Army  on  the  northern  frontier  and  the 
main  Army,  at  the  former  place,  as  General  Washing- 
ton suspected,"  that,  would  have  been  a well-dc  vL>ed 


4 Central  rye  Clinton  to  General  Washington,  “Fort  Montgomery*, 
“ July  23,  177G.” 

The  sworn  statement  of  Jacob  Unlisted,  the  owner  of  the  property 
carried  away  or  d»\-t  ■ yed,  which  ha  w*»dl«to1d  narrative  of  .some  of  the 
evils  attendant  ou  every  War,  may  bo  seen  in  the  JlUtorirnl  Mo,m- 
- n ji/jt,  etc.:  Mi*>  :illaneou*  Papers,  x.xxv.,  TT. 

4 General  lion  ,-  to  I.onl  George  Germaine,  “S'f.vTKN  ISLAND,  $ July. 
“ITTG.” 

° The  direct  authority  for  this  statement  lias  been  mislaid  ; but  a con- 
tinuation of  it  may  l»e  seen  in  General  Howe's  statement,  in  bis  despatch 
to  Lord  George  Germaine,  (*4  Staten  Isi.vmi,  8 July,  1776,“)  tl.it  no 
more  than  the  P/amir  and  Itouc  could  have  been  spared,  at  that  time, 
from  the  pioteeti  ni  of  the  transj*orts.  even  for  the  important  serv ir«»  in 
which* those  two  ships  w ere  employed. 

• General  Washington  to  John  Au-iu>(iue  Washington, 

“July,  ITT**.." 
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purpose,  since  the  saint-  movement  which  would  have  | 
cut  tile  liiiool’coiiuminiviition  between  the  two  Annies,  j 
would,  also,  have  cut  oil  the  supplies  intended  lor  the  j 
City.  It  was  feared,  also,  by  General  Washington,'  that 
troops  were  on  board,  intended  for  the  seizure  and 
occupation  of  the  passes  in  the  Highlands;  and  it 
was  also  supposed,  by  the  same  vigilant  commander,* 
that  Arms,  for  the  use  of  those  who  were  inclined  to 
declare  for  the  King,  were  carried  tip  the  river,  by 
these  ships  and  by  their  tenders. 

The  success  of  the  expedition,  in  the  purpose  for  ' 
which  General  Howe  said  it  was  principally  sent  out 
— to  cutoff  the  supplies  for  the  City — was  ungues-  ; 
tionable;  hut  if  that  had  been  the  real  and  principal  j 
purpose  of  the  movement,  in  view  of  its  complete  suc- 
cess, the  ships  would  not  have  been  withdrawn  after  j 
so  short  a stay — the  command  of  the  river,  for  such  a j 
purpose  only,  would  have  been  just  as  useful,  perma-  i 
nently,  as  it  had  been  during  the  short  period  of  their 
limited  stay  on  the  river.  There  must,  therefore,  j 
have  been other  good  consequences  dependent  on 
“ that  measure  and  we  are  not  inclined  to  admit  that  j 
any  Arms  were  aboard  the  ships,  for  the  equipment  of  J 
Westcliester-county  Loyalists,  nor  that  any  design  j 
against  the  Highland  passes  was  on  the  programme  J 
of  their  proposed  operations— we  incline,  rather,  to  [ 
the  belief  that  only  ostensibly  were  those  ships  sent  j 
up  the  river  to  cut  off  the  supplies;  and  that,  really,  | 
they  were  sent  up  to  sound,  not  only  the  river  hut  the  J 
inhabitants  of  the  Philipsborough  and  the  Cortlandt 
Manors,  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river,  and,  to  some  j 
extent,  those  of  Orange-county,  below’ the  mountains, 
on  the  western  bank,  as  to  their  disposition  to  declare 
themselves  favorable  to  the  Royal  cause.  The  vigi- 
lance with  which  the  Westchester-shore  of  the  river 
was  generally  watched  and  the  extreme  backwardness 
of  even  those  who  had  been  outraged  by  the  County 
and  Town  Committees,  to  abandon  their  families  and 
their  homes,  even  in  retaliation  or  because  of  their 
honorable  loyalty  to  their  Sovereign,  were  so  pain- 
fully evident,  however,  that  General  Howe  became 
corn  inced  that  if  “ the  Militia  of  Westcliester-county 

“could  not  be  depended  on,”  in  the  revolutionarv 

/ 1 

interest,  it  was  equally  untrustworthy,  in  the  interest 
of  the  King;  that  the  farmers  of  \\  cstehester-eounty 
were  reliable,  mainly,  in  their. love  of  their  respective 
homes;  that  they  desired  nothing  more  than  a peace-  { 
ful  occupation  of  their  respective  farms;  and  that  he  i 
need  not  expect  any  military  co-operation  from  them. 
He  learned  the  lesson,  faithfully  ; and  no  one  who 
reads  what  he  subsequently  wrote,3  no  one  who  studies 

1 Ueneral  Waahuujt"  a to  Julia  Aujuilin'i  “ Nsw-Vork,  2:! 

“July,  1776.’ 

- I bill. 

Iu  his  publMhe.l  Duspati-hus  tu  tin-  llumeOuvunmiuiit,  while  lie  liclil 
the  chief  command  of  the  Army  in  America,  mid  in  h Aiirruliri'  in  u 
Committee  of  the  Mouse  of  Commons,  relative  to  hia  Conduct,  etc.,  ea- 
[leeinlly  in  hia  Otai’rvoh’oiia  upon  o piunphhl  iiitith  J i. otters  to  a Nohit*-  | 
Ilian,  fleiieral  llowe  tohl  the  story  of  hia  great  exi'i  otion  of  active  I 
operation,  tu  tha yrV/d,  from  those  who  ftivorcl  the  lloynl  ratiao  ; of  rite  l 


what  he  .subsequently  did,  concerning  the  alletrt  d !,  ,*,- 
al  clement  of  the  country,  will  fail  in  trace  tile  spire 
of  both  his  words  and  his  actions,  hack  to  tin  t* 
iugs  of  that  not  unprofitable  expedition  of  tin*  /’• 
and  the  /tV*.  into  the  western  waters  of  Wr-i.  ; 
county. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  real  purposes  of  the 
expedition,  the  eastern  shore  of  the  river  was  so  w,.)] 
guarded  that  no  attempt  was  made  to  land,  in  fore.*, 
for  any  purpose,  on  the  Westcliester-county  side  of  it, 
nor  was  there  any  open  communication  between  the 
ships  and  the  inhabitants  of  that  County,  although 
it  is  known  that  frequent  communications  were  effect- 
ed, secretly  and  in  the  night,  with  some  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Cortlandt  Manor4 — it  is  not  pretended 
by  anyone,  that  any  Loyalist,  from  either  of  the  three 
Counties  of  Orange,  Westchester  and  Duchess,  .'till,  lit 
refuge  on  board  of  either  of  the  ships.  The  river 


a.ssnrances,  to  that  efl'ect,  whh  h bo  received  from  Governor  Tryou  tr  i 
others  ; of  the  measures  adopted  by  himself,  under  the  most  f t\  >r»L!- 
circumstances;  and  of  the  hitter disappointment  which  lie  hail  experi- 
enced, in  every  instance. 

As  the  inhabitants  of  Staten  Island,  ami  those  of  Queens,  West*  ? -i  r 
and  Duchoss-co unties  were  supposed  to  have  been  esjiecially  cons**rva- 
tive  and,  ct»n>e<|ueiitly,  had  been  most  Terribly  outraged  l»v  the  do:  ::- 
mint  faction,  it  was  reasonably  supposed,  by  those  who  were  familiar  w ith 
the  facts,  that*  retaliation  if  not  loyalty  would  induce  these,  esp***-ially. 
to  declare  against  those  who  had  oppressed  and  outraged  them  ; but  t‘ 
peaceful  distention  of  the  farmers  of  lower  Orange  and  Duchess  and 
Westi  h ester-counties,  th  »ir  simple  dom<  die  h ibitsai  1 controlling  love  of 
home,  and  their  almost  universal  contentment  with  their  old-time  pros- 
perity and  comfort  and  happiness,  were  not  taken  into  considemti  »n  ; 
and,  as  the  expedition  of  the  Vhnnix  and  the  Rost  ascertained  and  as 
General  Howe  siihseiptciitly  learned,  these  were  more  powerful  tinman} 
other  consideration — the  fanners  referred  to,  preferred  to  endure  the 
hardships  to  which  they  might  be  subjected,  at  horn**,  instead  of  aban- 
doning their  homes  and  w ives  and  children,  of  throwing  themselves  i»: t » 
what  would  have  l>een  li^v  and  untried  associations  and  methodsan  1 ex- 
periences, aud  of  being  subjected  to  otlier  hardships,  in  U.e  v>1<1  ■ • r . 
garrison.*)  as  severe,  if  not  more  severe,  as  those  from  which  they  wmdd 
have  thus  esc«ii>ed. 

General  Howe  very  well  said,  after  experience  had  taught  him  the 
facts,  “Much  might  be  said  upon  the  state  of  loyalty  and  the  prim: i pi ?s 
“of  loyalty,  iu  America.  Sine  are  loyal  from  principle  ; i/wuy  from  in- 
terest ; many  from  resentment:  many  wish  for  peace,  but  are  indiffer- 
ent which  side  prevails  ; an  1 then-  are  others  who  wish  success  to  Great 
“Britain,  from  a recollection  of  the  happi  ness  they  enjoyed  under  i^r 
“government.”  {Obserruliwis  upon  a pamphlet  en  tided  Letters  to  a No- 
bleman, :J*U 

Although  there  may  h ivn  h -en  individuals  among  the  f.trti:et>  of 
Wo  tchestei  county  who,  under  this  chissilj  afion,  wen 
“principle'  or  from  “ in iciest  ” or  from  “resentment,"  ther-  can  1-e 
very  little  doubt  that  th  > m:»ss  of  those  farmers  were  loyul.  as  far  as  ti;  > 
were  loyal  in  any  dca;r«*e,  la-cause  of  their  desire  for  pea<-o,  !»•  • matter 
from  whom  it  might  come,  and  because  of  their  recollection  of  the  hap- 
piness they  had  enjoyed  under  the  Colonial  Government. 

They  practically  illustrated  the  theory  of  the  party  of  th**  Opposin'  n 
to  the  Home  Government,  with  whom  they  had  been,  generally,  in  har- 
mony— “Let  vs  avonf..” 

^ (iVii*tiiI  11  aniumjtou  to  J-dui  Adjustin':  ]\ashintjUmt  “New  V'RK, 

“July,  ITTi-i.” 

There  is  not  known  to  have  been  any  communication  between  tin* 
Westehoster-coiinty  b ink  of  the  river  and  the  ships,  w hiie  tl  1 itt  r 
muined  on  their  lower  an  horugo-gtound,  except  those  referred  t n 
page  '208,  ante  ; but,  sub<*->piently,  while  the  ships  \v**ro  off  the  ( ’ortl.mit 
Manor,  their  bouts  as  we  shall  see,  were  very  active,  duringevery  v-  ■*  . 
and  it  is  known  the  ships  w**ro  visited  by  some  of  the  neigh  U.n  : ig  in- 
habitants. The  guards  w ere  less  vigilant,  in  the  upjtcr  i*urt  of  the  Count.' . 
than  they  had  be»  n,  near  Tuitv tou  n. 
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was  carefully  sounded,  as  far  ns  tlic  tenders  went ; 1 2 
the  inhabitants,  especially  those  on  the  western  bank 
of  the  river,  were  widely  robbed,  and,  sometimes, 
their  houses  were  burned  ; - and  the  line  of  communi- 
cation, between  the  City  and  the  upper  portions  of 
the  country,  was  effectually  cut;1  but,  if  the  purpose 
had  been  merely  to  cut  oil’  the  supplies,  since  the  sup- 
plies of  the  City  which  were  taken  from  Westehester- 
county,  were  drawn,  during  the  harvest-season,  only 
in  very  limited  quantitiesand  those  from  only  the  near- 
by farmers,  possessing  only  limited  means,  the  ships 
were  anchored  too  far  up  the  river;  and  that  par- 
ticular purpose  of  the  expedition  must  have  been,  to 
some  extent,  defeated,  by  the  mistake  of  the  officer 
commanding  it.  ■ 

Tiie  Militia  who  were  ordered  out  for  the  protection 
of  the  storehouses  and  the  passes  in  the  Highlands, 
responded  with  great  promptitude,*  so  much  so,  in- 
deed, that  General  Washington  was  warranted  in 
calling  to  the  main  Army  some  Massachusetts  troops 
who  had  been  sent  to  that  vicinity;3 * *  and  the  vessels 
dropped  down  and  anchored  “a  little  below  Ver- 
“plauek’s  Point,”  and  ceased  to  make  any  attempt  to 
effect  a landing,  anywhere.6 

On  the  twenty-sixth  of  July,  lliesbips  were  said  to 
have  dropped  down  the  river,  still  further,7  probably 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Croton-river;8 *  and  it  is  very 
evident  they  fell  down  to  their  original  station,  off 


1 General  Clinton  to  General  Washington^  “Fort  Montgomery,  July 
“ *23,  1770.” 

2 Colonel  A.  flu  whs  JJag  to  General  Washington,  “ Havelstijaw,  July 
44  l'J,  177H  ; ” General  Clinton  to  Gcuerul  Washington,  Fort  Montgom- 
“ ery,  July  23,  1770;“  Extract  from  a letter  dated  at  Fort  Montgomery, 
July  23,  1770,  iu  Force’s  American  Archives,  V , i.,  540. 

J Journal  of  the  Convention,  “ Thursday  morning,  July  18,  1770  Gen- 
eral Washington  to  John  Augustine  Washington,  “2se\V  York,  2*2  July, 

“1770.” 

* Pierre  Van  Cortlundt  and  Zephaniak  Flatty  Jnur.  to  the  Convention, 
44  Pkekskill,  July  18,  1770.” 

6 General  Washington  to  the  Convention,  “ HEAD-QUARTERN,  New  York, 
“July  19,  1770.” 

6 Fi>  rre  Van  Cortlundt  and  Zcphaniah  Platt , Junr.  to  tht  Convention , 
“ Pekkskill,  July  22,  1770.” 

7 31 ‘‘moil's  of  Major-general  Heath,  50. 

* Pierre  Van  Cortlundt  and  Zephaniah  Platt , Junr.  to  the  Convention, 
‘*  Head-q carters,  Mouth  op  Croton,  Augt.  2,  1770.” 

On  the  twenty-sixth  ot'  July,  Joshua,  son  of  Caleb  Ferris — a member 
of  the  County  Committee,  during  1775-0  — w cut  on  b . -ard  the  Ph  - ii.i, 
rumH.it.mg  all  night  ; ami  Philip  Schurma.n — who  had  b.  n in  Ik.slut., 
while  the  Koyul  Army  had  occupied  the  Town;  who  had  been  taken 
prisoner,  by  the  Americans;  end  who  bad  been  released  by  reason  of  per- 
sonal influence  of  his  friends— Frederic  Secore,  “one  Bailey,”  * ami 
Lewis  Purdy,  “ from  Croton  Kiver,”  are  also  kuowntohuve  gone  to  the 
bfitno  ship,  on  that  day  or  riiibHequently.  (Er.umimitions  of  Joshua  Perris, 
Historical  Manuscripts , etc.:  Miscellaneous  Papers,  xxxv.,  09,  85.) 


* On  Sunday  night,  the  twouty-eighth  of  July,  because  the  Sew  Eng- 
land troojw  had  gone  away,  on  the  preceding  day,  leaving  the  river-lino 
unguarded,  the  boats  from  the  ships  went  ashore,  “atone  Bailey’s,” 
near  the  mouth  of  Croton-river ; 44  went  back,  half  a mile  ; and  drove  oft' 
“a  pair  of  oxen,  two  cows,  one  calf,  one  heifer,  and  eleven  sheep  : no 
“doubt  hud  the  assistance  of  some  Tories,  on  shore.”  (Pierre  Fait 
Cortlundt  and  Zephaniah  Phut,  Junr.,  to  the  Contention,  “ Hf.AD  ui'ARTEUS, 

44  Mouth  ok  C kotos,  Augt.  2,  177U.“) 

Was  the  Bailey,  at  whose  house  the  landing  was  thus  made,  tlio  same 
Bailey  who  w us  seen  on  board  the.  Pfumix,  a few  days  afterwards  ? 


Tarry  town,  during  either  the  second  or  third  of 
A u gust. 8 

In  the  meantime,  while  the  ships  were  thus  alarm- 
ing nearly  every  one,  by  their  movements  up 
the  river,  General  Washington,  notwithstanding  his 
multitude  of  other  cares,  promptly  adopted  measures 
for  securing  the  removal  of  those  unwelcome  visitors 
from  the  waters  of  the  Hudson.  Immediately  after 
their  successful  passage  up  the  river,  the  General 
J wrote  to  the  Governors  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Is- 
j land,  for  the  use  of  some  of  the  galleys  which  those 
i States  had  built;  and,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  July, 
he  wrote  to  the  Convention  of  New  York,  telling  it 
what  he  had  done  ; that  he  was  in  expectation,  “every 
! “hour,”  that  three  or  four  of  those  galleys  would  reach 
! the  City  of  New  York  ; that  he  had  oDe,  already  ; 

J that  if  any  measures  were  being  taken  for  attacking 
j the  ships,  in  which  these  galleys  could  be  usefully 
j employed,  to  let  him  know  ; and  that,  “ if  not  otlier- 
j “ wise  materially  engaged,”  he  should  be  glad  to  co- 
operate with  them,  and  to  furnish  any  assistance 
i which  the  galleys  could  give.10  The  reply  of  “the 
“Secret  Committee”  of  tire  Convention,  to  whom 
this  portion  of  the  General’s  letter  was  referred,  has 
not  been  found  ; but  the  tenor  of  it  may  be  seen  in 
the  fact  that  two  of  the  galleys  went  up  the  river,  on 
tiie  twenty-eighth  of  July,  and  three  or  four  more  on 
the  first  of  August;11  and  that  they  probably  “ran  into 
“ shoal  water  and  creeks,  whence  they  could  warp  out, 
“ at  certain  times  of  tide,  and  annoy  the  shipping.”12 
On  the  afternoon  of  the  third  of  August,  these 
galleys — bearing  the  names,  respectively,  of  Wash- 
ington, Lady  Washington,  Spitfire,  Whiting , Indepen- 
dence,, Crane,  and  an  unnamed  whaleboat — -boldly  at- 
tacked the  ships,  at  their  anchorage  ; and  as  this  early 
naval  conflict  occurred  iu  the  waters  of  Westohester- 
county,  we  make  room  for  the  contemporary  account 
of  it: 

“ Tariiytoavn,  (Sunday  morning,)  August  4. 

“ Sir  : 

“I  have  just  opportunity  to  inform  you  that, 
“ yesterday,  at  one  o’clock,  P.M.,  the  galleys  attacked 
“ the  P/uenix  and  the  Hose,  oil’  Tarry  town. 

“ The  Lady  Washington  fired  the  first  gun  on  our 
“side,  in  answer  to  one  received  from  the  Phumix: 
“ this  first  shot  from  u.>  entered  the  Ph  > nix.  The 
“ Washington,  galley,  on  board  of  which  the  Commo- 
“ do  re’s  flag  was  hoisted,  then  came  up  within  grape- 
“ shot  of  the  ships,  and  singly  sustained  their  whole 
“ fire,  for  about  a quarter  of  an  hour,  before  any  other 
“of  our  vessels  took  a shot  from  her  (the  tide  wasting 
“ them  more  than  the  pilots  expected  to  the  eastern 

; “shore;  and  the  Lady  Washington  falling  back  to 

" 

9 Compare  the  loiter  of  Piorre  Van  Cortlamlt  anti  Zephaniah  Platt, 
Junr.,  of  tho  second  of  August,  with  the  reports  of  the  engagement  be- 
tween the  gallons  and  the  ships,  off  Tarry  town,  on  the  evening  of  the 
n#xt day. 

U General  Washington  to  the  ( onvrntion,  “ Nkw-Yhrk,  July  24.  1 77 ♦».  * * 

11  Memoirs  of  Major-general  Heath,  61. 

12 [lTa.ir.iJ  History  of  the  Civil  Bar  in  America,  18*i. 
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“Like  her  station  iri  the  line,  acconling  to  < . iv  1< • r ~ ) 
“ The  Spitfire  advanced,  in  u line  with  the  \Yn.*hin<i- 
“ton;  anti,  with  her,  behaved  well. 

“ We  had  as  hot  a fire  as,  perhaps,  was  ever  known, 
“ for  an  hour  and  a half.  The  \Vi.*hin;//t)n,  which  1 
“was  on  board,  during  the  whole  engagement,  had 
“the  ledgings  of  her  bow-guns  knocked  away,  which 
“ prevented  our  working  them,  and  w;l-  otherwise 
“considerably  damaged,  being  thirteen  times  hulleil, 
“ had  three  shot  in  the  waist,  many  of  her  oars  car- 
“ ried  away,  etc.  The  La<hj  \Ya*hintjtmi,  after  hulling 
“ the  1‘h'rnu'  six  times,  had  her  bow,  and  only,  gun. 
“ a thirty-two-pounder,  on  which  we  placed  much 
“dependence,  split  seven  inches,  and  her  gun-tackle.- 
“and  breechings  carried  away.  The  A/< it  fire  wa> 
“ hulled,  several  times,  and  received  one  shot  between 
“ wind  and  water,  which,  not  being  quickly  diseov- 
“ ered,  occasioned  her  making  much  water.  The  rest 
“of  the  galleys  received  considerable  damage  in  their 
“ rigging,  sails,  and  oars.1  Under  these  circumstances, 
“our  Commodore,  Colonel  Tupper,  'thought  it  pru- 
dent to  give  the  signal  for  our  little  iieet  to  with- 
“ draw,  after  manfully  fighting  a much  superior  force, 
“ for  two  hours. 


1 It  will  be  seen  that  very  little  wjis  Raid,  in  this  Report,  of  the  oj-wh 
lions  of  the  Connecticut  galleys,  the  Crime  aiul  the  U hit  tug  : the  follow 
ing  corre3i>oudenc«  will  remedy  that  defect: 


I. 


“ New-Haven,  Octoberll,  1776. 

“ Sir  : 

“ Dy  Captain  Tinker  am  informed  of  the  misfortune  ami  situation  of 
“the  row-galleys  sent  into  the  Continental  service  from  this  State  ; and 
“ as  circumstances  are  altered,  respecting  them,  since  my  last  to  you,  on 
“tho  subject  of  dismissing  their  crews  and  arms,  must  again  request  your 
“attention  to  that  matter,  that  tho  crew  of  the  Crane,  Captain  Tinker, 
“who  escaped,  may  he  dismissed,  and  be  admitted  to  return  to  the  etn- 
“ ploynmnt  of  this  State  ; and  that  if  the  crews  of  the  other  two  galleys 
“can  l>o  of  no  further  service  to  you,  they,  likewise,  may  be  dismissed  ; 
“of  one  or  both,  us  you  see  tit,  as  we  can  employ  them  to  advantage  on 
“board  our  armed  vessels,  fitting,  out,  into  which  service  they  are  desir- 
“ ons  of  entering. 

“ The  galleys  being  employed  in  the  service  of  tho  Continent,  are  es- 
“teemed  to  he  at  the  Continental  care  and  risk. 

“This -State  readily  submits  to  your  Excellency's  directions  what  is 
requisite  and  proper  relative  to  the  men  and  their  arms,. 

“ I am,  with  esteem  arid  respect, 

“ Sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

“ JoNTif.  TlilMHULL. 


“To  His  Kxoi.llm  v General  Washing roN." 

II. 

“ IlKAIVQfARTFRS,  October  13,  1770. 

“Sir: 

“ The  very  critical  stato  of  our  Army  and  frequent  movement*  of  th*en- 
“emy  render  it  almost  imiK'>sible  for  thu  General  to  write,  himsolf,  with- 
“ out  neglecting  more  ini[tortant  duties,  lie,  therefore,  directs  im»  toan- 
“swer  your  letter  of  the  1 1th,  and  to  say  that  the  Captains  of  the  galleys 
“ from  your  State  have  misbehaved,  Invariably, from  the  first  moment  they 
“ came,  to  the  time  of  their  departure  from  hence,  about  a week  ago; 
“ that  the  accumulation  of  business  and  a hope  that  they  would  retrieve 
“ their  reputation,  prevented  your  having  an  earlier  information  of  their 
“behaviour.  They  are  now  under  tho  Menteucu  of  a Court  Martial  for 
“ misbehaviour,  in  th*  first  attack  made  on  the  ships  in  the  North  River  ; 
“and  oil  every  other  occasion,  since,  have  inunife-ted  such  want  of 
“ spirit  ami  judgment  us  to  Imj  despised  by  the  whole  Army. 

**  I am,  Sir,  by  his  Excellency's  command, 

“ Your  most  obedient,  bumble  servant, 

“Joseph  Kkei»,  Adjutant  -general." 


j “ Novel'  did  mi'll  behave  with  more  firm,  <1,  t.  r 
! “mined  -pint-,  than  mil-  little  crew.-;  «.ne  oi'  <>nr  t :t i - . 
j “being  niortallv  woumled,  cried  to  his  niess-niatr,  ‘l 
I “ ‘am  a dying  man  : revenge  my  blood,  my  boy-, 

“ ‘carry  me  alongside  my  gun,  that  I may  die  tio-r.-,’ 
“ We  were  so  preserved  by  a gracious  Providence, 
“that  in  all  our  galleys,  which  consisted  of  six,  wr 
“we  had  but  two  men  killed  and  fourteen  wounded, 
“ two  of  which  are  thought  dangerous.  We  hope  to 
“have  another  touch  at  these  Pirates,  before  they 
“ leave  our  river,  which  God  prosper. 

“ P.  S.  The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the 
“galleys,  with  their  killed  and  wounded,  viz.:  the 
| “ II ituhimjton,  Captain  Hill,  four  wounded  ; the  117/(7- 
j “ i'nrj,  AfcClcave,  one  killed,  four  wounded  ; the  Sjft- 
] “fm;  Grimes,  one  killed,  three  wounded;  the  ('nine, 
“Tinker,  one  wounded;  on  board  a whaleboat,  two 
“ wounded.”  2 

j Ita[»pears  that  one,  Anderson,  had  proposed  aschcme 
i to  the  Continental  Congress  for  destroying  the 
J’ritish  fleet,  then  lying  in  the  harbor  of  New  York, 
with  fire-ships  ; and  lie  had  been  officially  recom- 
mended to  General  Washington,  by  the  President  of 
the  Congress,  with  a request  that  the  experiment 
should  be  made.'  The  General  had,  accordingly, 
employed  Anderson  in  constructing  two  fire-vessels; 
and,  on  the  eighth  of  August,  they  were  sent  up  the 
river,4  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  a portion,  at  least, 
of  the  squadron  which  seems  to  have  continued  to 
occupy  its  anchorage,  off  Tarrytown,  although,  by 
some,  it  is  said  to  have  dropped  down  the  river,  to  the 
vicinity  of  the  Lower  Yonkers.  One  of  these  vessels 
was  commanded  by  Captain  Fosdick,  the  other  by 

-The  Pennsylvania  Journal;  and  the  Weekly  Advertiser , No.  1757, 
Philadelphia,  Wednesday,  August  7,  177b. 

For  other  uccouat*  of  tins  early  naval  action,  see  an  Extract  of  u letter 
from  Xeio  York,  dated  August  4.  177b,  in  Force's!  American  Archie**,  Fifth 
Series,  i.  751 ; Central  II  ashington  to  the  President  oft  ongress,  “ N EW-YoRK,  5 
“August..  177b  f'  The  Pennsylvania  Evening  Pod, Volume  If.,  No.  '241,  Phil- 
adelphia, Tuesday,  August  0,  177b;  The  Connecticut  (Janette  and  Uni- 
versal Intelligeni  r,  Vul.  II.,  No.  G66,  Nevv-I  sdo.v,  Friday,  August  l ( , 
1 1 • 6 ; [Hall  s]  History  or  the  Ciril  1 1 ’•  ir  in  America,  i.,  1^6,  who  said 
“most  of  the  galleys  were  ran  on  shore,  and  taken;*’  Memoirs  of  Cen- 
tral lPoth,  .•!  ; Ramsay's  ll< <tnry  of  the  American  Ee.volntion,  Edit.  1 n- 
don,  1 7 » 1 . i , 2’.»s,  ,i  men-  mention;  Allen’s  Hist  - y of  t}.,-  Ameri  ta 
olntioii.  Edit.  P iltiiimre,  ls22,  i.,  42b  ; Wilson's  Ilidory  of  the  American 
U ’i  > billon,  El.  R . e,  Is  l:>,  l *>7  ; Pop  e's  .!»./*  riY-n  Archive*,  V.,  i, 
751  ; Irving’s  Life  of  Washington,  Edit.  New  York,  1656,  ii., 

No  others  .of  the  many  writers  on  the  American  Revolution  ami  Gen- 
eral \\ ashington,  as  fur  as  we  have  seen  them,  including  SteJinan, 
Murray,  Andrews,  I..uub.  Marshall,  Iliidieth,  Pitkin,  E*.  admin,  Uinman, 
Russing,  Bancroft,  ( an  ington,  Ki  ljuth,  etc.,  nor  tin*  local  historian, 
Bolton,  have  (uid  the  shghfc-t  attention  to  it. 

We  learn  troiu  the  records  of  the  “Governor  and  Council,  nr  Commit - 
41  teo  of  War,"  of  Couin^  f ieut,  tluii  the  Whiting  ami  the  Crane  w*»re 
owned  by  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  were,  |»mbably,  those  which 
w ere  loaned  to  General  Washington  ; that  tin*  Whiting  was  a new  vessel, 
commanded  by  < i;»tain  Julin  Mri’li ave,  was  mann  - l with  fifty  men,  in- 
cluding her  officers,  and  armed  with  four  caution,  taken  from  the  M - 
j nrrra,  eight  swivels,  and  five  musket"  ; and  that  the  Crane  was  also  h 
I new  vessel,  commanded  by  ('nptai n Jeliial  Tinker,  was  manned  with  tifiy 
men,  including  her  officers,  and  armed  with  two  i 'outim-nta!  nine-pound- 
ers,  two  three-pounders,  eight  swivels,  tuid  ton  muskets. 

J Sjutrks’s  Writing*  of  Ce>>rg-  Washington,  iv  , l.l,  note. 

4 M uadr*  uf  Cm.rnl  lhidh,h l. 
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Captain  Thomas,  both  of  thorn  volunteers  from  the 
A run  ; ami  tin  v must  have  - 1 1 • . , t • 1 » < 1 in  passing  up 
tiie  river  a net  in  being  concealed,  without  having 
been  seen  by  the  enemy  ; ami  no  one,  ashore,  appears 
to  have  given  the  slightest  information  concerning 
them. 

We  are  told  these  vessels  were  sloops,1  probable 
such  as  ordinarily  sailed  on  the  North-river  ; and  that 
the  night  of  the  fourteenth  of  August  was  appointed 
for  the  attempt  to  burn  the  ships;  hut,  from  Nome 
unexplained  cause,  without  having  aroused  anv  sus- 
picion, however,  the  attempt  was  not,  then,  made. 
Two  nights  later,  thatof  the  sixteenth  of  August,  it  was 
“pretty  dark,”  and  the  tide  was  also  favorable;  and  the 
mischief-laden  sloops  were  unmoored,  and  allowed  to 
drift  with  the  tide,  silently,  up  the  river,  toward  their 
proposed  victims.  The  Ho.-e’*  tender  is  said  to  have 
been  anchored  as  a look-out,  ahead  of  the  ships  and 
Captain  Thomas,  without  having  been  discovered  by 
the  enemy,  steered  hissloop  alongside  of  her ; grappled 
her;  and  lighted  his  fires.  The  flames  from  the  burn- 
ing vessels  uilbnled  light  to  Captain  Fosdick,  who, 
with  very  great  ability,  so  directed  his  sloop  that  she 

fell  alongside  of  the  I'luriii.c,  and  grap- 

pled  her,  notwithstanding  every  eflort  ll  ' 
of  seamanship,  on  board  tjie  ship,  was  | 
made  to  prevent  it.  With  her  fires  -| 
fiercely  burning,  the  sloop  continued 
alongside  the  Ph<xnix,  nearly  a quarter 
of  an  hour,  during  which  time  the  latter 
was  also  set  on  fire,  in  four  places;  and 
she  was  finally  saved  from  total 
destruction,  “almost  miraculously,”  by  a 
sailor  who  leaped,  naked,  on  hoard  the 
sloop,  and,  with  an  a.xe,  “disengaged  the 
“chain  of  the  grappling  which  had 
“linked  the  two  vessels  together.” 4 It 
is  said,5  very  reasonably,  that  the  low- 
ness of  the  burning  sloop,  when  alongside 
of  the  vastly  larger  frigate,  prevented  the 
more  complete  ignition  of  the  latter;  and 
that,  after  the  vessels  had  been  separated, 
the  sloop  was  sunk  by  her  intended  victim.  W e 
are  told, 11  also,  that,  as  soon  as  she  was  disentan- 
gled from  the  burning  sloop,  “the  l‘L  ir/ii.r  either  cut 
“or  slipped  her  cable;  let  fall  her  foresail ; wore 
“around;  and  stood  up  the  river;  being  iunne- 
“diately  veiled  from  the  spectators  by  the  darlamss  of 
“ the  night that  “ the  Jimc  and  the  other  two 
“ tenders  remained  at  their  moorings,  although  it  was 


“ said  that  one  of  the  tenders  was  deserted  by  her 
“ crew,  fora  time that  the  tender  which  was  grappled 
by  Captain  Thomas  was  hunted  to  the  water's  edge 
and  was  towed  to  the  shore,  hv  the  Americans,7  by 
whom  one  iron  six-pound  gun,  two  three-pounders, 
one  two-pounder,  ten  swivels,  a caboose  and  apron, 
some  gun-barrels,  cutlasses,  grapplings,  chains,  etc., 
were  taken  from  the  wreck  ; and  that  the  gallant 
crews  of  the  fireships  sustained  neither  loss  nor 
injury,  except  in  the  instance  of  one  man,  who,  in 
setting  fire  to  his  vessel,  was  considerably  burned  in 
his  face,  hands,  etc.,  and  in  that  of  Captain  Thomas, 
who,  it  was  feared,  perished  in  the  attempt  to  fasten 
hi*  vessel  to  the  tender  which  it  destroyed  or  in 
making  his  escape,  by  swimming,  as  he  was  not  sub- 
sequently heard  of.  As  General  Washington  stated 
in  the  letter  from  which  we  derive  the  information, 
when  writing  of  him,  “ his  bravery  entitled  him  to  a 
“ better  fate.”  4 

Notwithstanding  the  bravery  and  skill  of  those  who 
conducted  the  fire  vessels  and  the  considerable  success 
which  attended  their  efforts,  it  is  said  that  the  advan- 
tages gained  would  have  been  largely  increased  had 
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the  galleys  more  actively  co-operated  with  them  ; and 
there  was  evidently  some  dissatisfaction  displayed, 
because  of  that  nautical  backwardness;9  but  these 


‘gimont,  and  two  private 
thiwjtmi)  “ King's  !!kh  ge, 

‘New-Yokk,  August  1*, 


1 Memoirs  of  firwrttl  //•  -»//<,  51. 

2 1 * till . 

•'[Hall's]  Hintonf  of  the  Cii'il  II  >r  i,i  Anierien,  i., 

* We  have  taken  this  minute  description  of  tic*  iinsmlt  <»u  the  eii-  tn  v 
ships  from  Captain  H ill's  History  of  Hit  t.'il'il  H ir  in  Ameren,  i.,  1m. 
1ST,  l»eeause  it  is  so  clearly  stated,  and  because  it  is  the  work  -f  an  olh- 
cer  of  the  Koval  Army,  and,  there  tort*,  is  not  likely  to  have  been  over- 
stated. 

5 Cordon's  History  of  the  Amcrienn  liecolution,  ii. , llo5. 

*»  Memoirs  of  G< nerol  Heath , 5-1. 


: Lieutenant  Loudon,  of  Colonel  Nicoll's  IL 
nf  his  Company,  (Grn.rul  lb othto  Gem  ral  Hu 

August  20,  177(V) 

" Geoerttl  \\\t>hintj/on  to  Goreruor  Trumbull, 

“ I77»i." 

■J  Ibid. 

General  Heath  reporbsl  to  General  Washington,  on  the  morning  after 
the  attack,  that  the  galleys  L-nfy  \\'oshin<it“‘t  and  / >ul>  pi  .e/»u« * had  l- - 
haved  well,  in  their  co-op*  t.U  ion  with  the  tile  vessels,  while  the  other 
galleys  .were  inactive ; and  the  Commandcr-in-chief  answered,  on  t':- 
same  day,  expressing  his  pleruuiro  in  hearing  of  the  so*  <1  heha>  ior  of 
tlio**e  who  had  part  icipa ted  in  the  adventure,  and  instructing  General 
Heath  to  “ inquire  into  the  cans*.*  of  the  inactivity  of  the  other  guile}*, 
“and  inform  him  thereof." — (liichorA  trey,  Jim.  A.D.C.to  Gciottil 
Hetllht  “ HfaU-i.M' MirEKS,  August  17,  177*'< .") 

In  Adjutant-general'*  Heed'd  reply  to  Governor  Trumbull's  letter  con- 
cerning the  Connecticut  galleys,  after  having  recited  the  notorious  mis- 
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repeated  attacks  ami  the  want  <>t'  intercuiirse  with 
the  fleet  and  the  perils  to  which  they  were  i • p i. 
prompted  the  commanders  of  the  ships,  on  the  eigh- 
teenth of  August,  less  than  forty-eight  hours  after  the 
last  attack  had  been  made  on  them,  to  take  advantage 
of  a strong  easterly  wind  and  a very  rainy  morning, 
to  run  down  the  river,  past  the  fortifications  thrown 
up  l>y  the  Americans,  and  to  join  the  main  hodv  of 
the  fleet,  oil  Staten  Island,  a feat  which  was  success- 
fully accomplished,  without  any  considerable  dam- 
age, “ the  air  resounding  with  acclamations  from  the 
“ fleet,  re-echoed  by  the  Army  encamped  on  the 
“heights  above,”1  as  they  came  to  the  anchorage. 

During  the  period  occupied  in  this  early  naval  de- 


behavior  of  the  crews  of  all  of  them,  “in  tho  lir*t  attack  made  «*u  tin- 
“ ships  in  the  North  Kiver,’’  for  which  they  had  been  tried  .uni  con- 
demned by  a Continental  Court-martial,  that  officer,  writing  “by  hi*  K.x 
/'  celleucy'scommands,”  (v'uL- page  211,  <tnb  ) *iid  ..f  tie*  subsequent  o[w-ra- 
tion  of  thoBO  galleys  “ In  the  late  affair.  Captain  M-  Cleave  run *t  be  ex 
“cepted  from  the  general  censure,  as  he  managed  with  prudent  «*  and 
“propriety.  But  Captain  Tinker,  with  the  wind  at  South,  and  on  the 
“tide  of  hood  ” [flood  of  tide  ?]  “when  the  ship-  could  mu  ve.  left  his  vessel, 
“though  stationed  as  a guard,  to  go  up  t--  King’s  Bridge,  uftersuine 
“clothes,  as  he  pretends.  The  consequence  was,  that,  in  the  hurry  and 
“ confusion,  and  long  before  they  were  in  danger,  they  left  the  gal- 
“ ley  aground,  though  they  might  have  burned  or  bilged  her.  The  enemy 
“took  possession  of  her,  in  half  an  hour;  and  she,  with  the  other,  left 
“ under  the  like  circumstances,  will  probably  prove  the  most  formidable 
“force  they  can  have,  to  oppose  us,  on  the  river.  There  was  a place  of 
“safety  provided  for  the  other  galleys,  which  they  might  have  gut  into, 
“as  well  as  McCleave  ; but  they  passed  it,  in  their  hurry.”  (General 
Washington,  throwjh  the  Adjutant-general , to  Governor  Trumbull,  ‘ II  lad- 
“ quarters,  October  I S,  1776.“) 

1 [Hall’s]  History  of  the  Civil  JF«r  in  America,  i.,  187. 

For  other  accounts  of  this  daring  feat,  in  attempting  to  destroy  these  shi|MS, 
and  of  the  subsequent  escape  of  the  latter,  * General  lb-nth  to  General 
li  •ishimjtoii,  “ Ki.Nu's  Bridge,  17  August,  1776  General  Washington  lo 
the  President  of  Qmgress,  “Nevv-York,  August  IT,  1776  ; “ the  same  to 
G»*ernor  Trumbull , “ New  York,  August  18,  1776;**  General  Heath  to 
General  Washington,  “Kino's  -Bridge,  18  August,  1776;”  Eraminathm 
of  Jonathan  W wtdnian  and  tiro  others,  tie**  r(*r.<,  • nclosed  by  ( ieaerul  .If.  r- 
cer  to  General  Washington,  “Newark,  August  10,  1776;”  Extract  from 
a letter  duted  “ New  York,  August  ID,  1776..' ' published  in  Force's  Amer- 
ican A whirrs,  Fit th  Series,  i.,  1066;  General  lb-nth  to  General  Washing- 
b n,  “ KlNfr'S  BRIDGE,  August  20,  1 77 1 J J7e  P*  unity  bran  ia  Lh'-uing  Pn*t, 

Vol.  II.,  No.  247,  PniT.ADKi.FUlA,  Tuesday,  August  20.  177*» ; Th>  Penn- 
sylvania Journal,  No.  17”>9,  Philadelphia,  Wednesday,  August  21,  1776*  ; 
The  Connecticut  Gazette  and  L'u i venal  InLlluj* -nr or,  Vol.'ll.,  No.  667,  Nias 
London,  Friday,  August  2d,  1776  ; T/W/imY*  »«;  General  lb-nth,  ud-ou ; 
Gordon's  History  of  the  American  ltrrnlufh?u,  ii.,  dtlu  ; F*  acc's  Aoa-rican 
Archuc*,X i.,  'J8d  ; Irving's  Life  of  (ten rye  Washington,  ii.,  dot*.  dn7  ; etc. 

\\  hat  purports  to  have  b‘:**n  copied  from  a < on  temporary  drawing  <4 
the  brilliant  scene,  made  by  8ir  James  Wall  u •«.•,  who  had  command  of  ! 
th**  lb  s , mi  thft  occasion  now  under  notice,  may  I - seen  in  The  ^I  nitial 
of  the  Corporation  of  tin  City  of  A*  u:  Vo  kf-r  l'64t  opposite  page  672. 

It  i*  understood  to  have  been  copied  from  the  original  drawing,  in  tin* 
British  Museum  ; and  it  has  been  re-produced.  in  juTtcct  facsimile,  but 
reduced  in  size,  for  the  illustration  of  this  article  ( Vale  page  2 1 7*.  ante,  i 
What  the  local  historian  of  Westchoster-county  possibly  intended  tor 
a description  of  this  daring  attempt  to  destroy  the  shij*s,  was  in  these 
words,  taken  from  his  description  of  the  property  of  the  late  Elijah 
ltich,  near  Yonkers:  “ Here,  in  1777,  a memorable  engagement  took 
“ place  between  tile  two  British  frigato.  the  lb*r  and  flu  Phn-nir,  which 
“lay  otT  at  anchor,  and  the  gun-bunts  of  the  patriot*  which  sallied  out  I 
“of  the  harbor  of  Yutikerw,  having  in  town  large  tender  filled  with 
“combustibles,  intending  to  run  it  alongside  « .f  the  frigate*.  The  crews, 

“ however,  kept  it  off,  by  means  of  spars  ; and  a heavy  tiro  of  grujmt  and 
“caimistervompelled  the  gun-Nuit*  and  th*  ir  brave  crews  to  seek  shelter 
“in  the  mouth  of  the  S.aw  Mill.  The  yeat  previous,”  he  continued, 
“General  Heath  had  been  requested  by  the  peisott  in  command  of  the 
“ firoehip*,  to  be  a Bjarctator  ot  the  burning  of  these  vessels, *’  quoting, 


ministration,  -<»  int*'rt  stinir  to  those  of  Wt’Htchester- 
roiimy  v.  Ii"  ! .\  .1  m-:ir  i!ie_  line  of  the  Hmlson-river, 
neither  ot  the  yreat  opposing  powers,  in  the  City  of 
New  York  ami  on  Lony  Isltiml,  on  the  one  side,  ami 
on  and  around  Staten  Island,  on  the  other,  did  any 
thing  else  than  to  strengthen  their  respective  forces 
and  prepare  for  the  rapidly  approaching  contest. 
General  Washington  continued  to  strengthen  his  de- 
fences, both  in  the  City  of  New  York  and  on  Long 
Island;  hut  the  backwardness  of  the  distant  States, 
in  sending  reinforcements  to  the  Army,  not  only 
caused  a constant  anxiety,  at  Head-quarters,  but  an 
alarm  which  extended  beyond  the  lines  ot  the  Cauip. ~ 

in  full,  what  General  Ifcatl),  in  hi*  Abomirs,  under  tho  date  of  the  six- 
teenth of  Align*!,  1776,  hill  Mini  of  th.*  attempt  lo  destroy  these  ships, 
which  i*  the  subject  of  the  narrative,  in  the  text.  (History  of  \V**txh€*ler- 
county,  origin.il  edition,  ii.,  4-VJ,  4»X) ; the  same,  second  edition,  ii.,  » • - . , 
628.) 

As  it  i*  more  than  probable  that  the  *hip*,  when  they  were  attacked, 
were  off  Tarrytown,  itistoad  of  below  Yonkers;  a*  Yonkers,  in  1»  • whs 
within  the  British  lines,  and  so  could  not  have  afforded  a rendezvous,  in 
the  Saw'-Mill-river,  for  American  gun-boate  and  fireships,  during  that 
year ; as  the  Phanir  and  the  Hose  had  dropped  down  to  the  anchorage  of 
the  Koval  Fleet,  off  Stuteu  Island,  on  the  eighteenth  of  August.  17>, 
two  day*  after  the  engagement  described  in  the  text ; and  as  the  au- 
thority whom  he  quoted,  in  full,  described  the  engagement,  of  which  ho 
! was  an  eye-witne.**,  a*  having  taken  place  on  the  sixteenth  of  August, 
1776,  it  will  bo  evident  to  the  reader  that  the  historian  of  We.stehe&ter- 
couuty,  as  well  a*  his  |>o9th unions  Kditor,  blundered. 

- In  order  that  the  reader  may  understand  the  gravity  of  the  subject, 
and  be  the  better  prepared  for  the  recital  of  the  narrative  of  those  stir- 
J ring  event*  which  occurred  within  the  succeeding  month,  we  make 
room  for  the  following  : 

I “ It  gives  u*  great  pain  to  inform  you  that  tho  aid  received  from  our 
| “sister  States  is  very  inadequate  to  our  expectations,  none  of  them  hav- 
4<ing  yet  completed  the  levies  directed  by  Congress,  which  leave*  us 
“reason  to  fear  that,  instead  of  using  every  means  that  human  wisdom 
“dictates,  for  ensuring  success,  we  shall,  (with  inferior  numbers,)  on 
“the  doubtful  issue  of  ft  single  battle,  hazard  the  glorious  cause  f«-r 
“which  we  have  hitherto  struggled/*  (Tlr  Convention  of  XcirYorl;  to  the 
Delegation  from  .Y* m York  in  (he  Continental  Congress,  “ IIaRLKM,  7th  Ati- 
u gu*t,  1776.  A M.”) 

Ft  is  our  great  misfortune  that,  at  this  important  crisis,  this  State  is 
“imabl  -tuiiiaketho.se  exertions  which  the  cause  of  America  requires. 
“From  the  disaffection  of  some  among  ns;  from  the  want  of  anus ; 
“from  the  exposed  situation  of  Long  Island  and  our  frontiers  ; from  the 
“ possession  of  one  County  by  the  enemy;  and  frotii  the  pn-bahility  of 
“our  being  culled  upon  to  reinforce  the  northern  Army,  we  ar«*  unable 
“ to  add  much  strength  to  your  Excellency’s  comma  ml,  Kdng.  ly  fbe 
“oeveral  reaflons  above-m**iitinned,  deprived  of  the  av-i-rance  of  nine 
“ Counties  out  of  fourteen  which  compose  this  State.  Nothwithstandmg 
“all  tln**e  dillicuiti-  s,  we  aro  determined  to  combat  ev»*ry  ol*»ta«*le  arid 
“to  strain  every  n-ive  in  «lelV-nso  of  the  t ights  and  liberties  of  Anu-rica, 
“ which  we  coitc«-ivu  to  bo  mo*t  nuiterially  inUnvsfed  in  the  safety  of  this 
“State.  By  our  K ’-olulion-  for  ordering  the  several  drafts  made  it)  the 
“Counties  of  Suffolk.  i>n.*en<.  Kings,  We-tch ester.  Duchess.  Flstet,  and 
“Orange,  to  the  environ*  of  New  York,  we  hope,  in  about  six  days,  to 
“add  near  three  thousand  men  to  your  Army. 

“We  lament,  evccaHlingly,  that  we  *hould  have  occasion  to  complain 
“of  the  king  lid  etiurts  whieli  the  ncighlsuiring  State*  ha>**  made  for 
“our  nsaistunce.  From  the  zeal  they  professed  fur  the  public  'i»u:**  ; 
“ fr«*tu  the  vicinity  of  some  of  them  t*»  this  invaded  country  ; and  from 
“ the  dangerous  situation  in  which  Connecticut,  Ma->a*  bu—  its,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Jersey  must  be  in,  should  the  enemy  succeed  in  their 
“ design*  against  this  St ‘.to,  we  ex  pec  tt*  l the  most  -trentnm*  and  exp- 
editious exertions.  How  great  "itr  concern  [ «.-*]  »t  finding  *»>  con*i*lem- 
“ bio  »i  deficiency  in  the  establishment  of  this  Army,  your  Excellency 
'*  may  easily  judge  from  the  feelings  of  a jvatriotic  N'Som,  ou  tho  im- 
“portance  «»f  the  cans**  and  the  danger*  t<»  which  it  •*,  by  these  mean®, 
“exposed. 

“ We  flatter  ourselves,  however,  that  this  snpiuencHS  will  not  Iv  of 
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General  Howe,  on  the  Contrary,  hail  been  strength- 
ened, on  the  twelfth  of  .Inly,  hy  tin;  arrival  of  his 
brother,  Admiral  Lord  Howe,  with  the  long  expected 
reinforcements  for  the  Royal  Army  and  he  brought, 
also,  a Commission  from  the  .King,  appointing  hi* 
brother,  Genertil  Howe,  and  himself  * to  be  Commis- 
sioners for  granting  pardons  to  those  of  the  Ameri- 
cans who  should  ask  for  the  clemency  of  the  Sover- 
eign,* 1 2 3 On  the  twelfth  of  August,  the  two  fleets, 
under  the  convoy,  respectively,  of  Commodore  I lo- 
th am  and  the  Repulse,  met  off  San<ly-hook,  and  entered 

“any  Juration  ; and  that  the  Contim-utul  Congress  will  devise  means  of 
“affording  the  most  expeditious  and  etfectual  to  preserve  a 

**  Slat.  , the  loss  of  which,  from  its  geographical  situation  and  the  (h  1 i t i- 
“cal  character  of  too  many  of  its  inhabitants,  would  bo  almost  fatal  to 
“ the  cause  of  American  liberty.”  {The  ConventUm  of  Sc  to  York  to  Gen- 
eral Washington,  “ Harlem,  Augt.  U,  1770.”) 

“ I am  extremely  concerned  that  the  quotas  of  men  t<»  he  furnished  by 
41  the  neighboring  Suites  have  proved  so  deficient.  The  busy  season 
“and  harvest,  to  which  it  lias  been  ascribed,  being  now  over,  in  a great 
“degree,  I Hatter  my  self,  from  the  zeal  they  have  heretofore  manifested. 
“ they  will  afford  every  possible  assistance,  They  are  well  apprised  of 
“the  imi>ortHnce  of  this  State,  in  the  present  contest,  and  the  necessity 
“of  maintaining  it  against  the  attempts  of  t lie  enemy.”  (Gener-il  Wash- 
ington to  the  Convention,  “ Ne\V-Yokk,  August  11,  1770.”) 

Ilow  ill-founded  General  Washington’s  faith  in  the  sincerity  of  the 
other  States  was,  beyond  the  limits  of  their  respective  individual  inter- 
ests, has  been  duly  recorded  in  history,  is  well-known  to  every  intelli- 
gent reader,  and  need  not  be  repeated,  in  ibis  place. 

1 Gen  toil  Washington  to  General  Schuyler,  “ New  York,  15  July,  1770  ; ” 
The  Annual  Register  for  1770  : History  of  Europe,*  107  ; etc. 

Stedman,  {History  of  the  American  War,  i.,  101,)  said  the  Admiral  and 
his  command  arrived  at  Sandy-book,  on  the  jirst  of  July  ; but  his  error 
will  bo  evident  to  every  one. 

2 As  the  remarkable  influence  which  the  General  and  the  Admiral  pos- 
sessed over  the  King,  even  under  the  most  adverse  circumstances,  has 
been  frequently  noticed  aud  very  rarely  explained,  < passing  notice  of 
the  reason  for  that  influence  may  not  bo  unwelcome  to  the  reader. 

de  Lancey,  in  his  Sotes  on  Jones’s  History  of  Sec- York  during  the 
He  volntir  nary  War,  (i.,  722,)  has  partly  “let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag,”  by 
saying  they  “were  sons  of  Emanuel  Scrope  Howe,  second  Viscount 
“ Howe,  by  Mar)  Sophia,  an  illegitimate  daughter  of -George  I..  by  his 
“mistress,  the  Hanoverian  Baroness  Kilmansegge,  and,  consequently, 
“in  point  of  fact,. first  cousins  once  removed  of  George  III.”  But  our 
friend  appeal's  to  have  gone  u little  astray,  since  George  III.  was  the 
great-grandson  of  George  T.;  and  the  children  of  a daughter  of  the  latter 
could  hardly  have  been  “first  cousins  once  removed”  of  the  former. 
Besides,  if  our  memory  serves  us  correctly,  the  mother  of  the  flow*.*, 
whomsoever  she  may  have  been,  was  a paramour  of  Frederic  Lewis,  son 
of  George  if.,  ami  father  of  George  III.,  even  after  her  convenient  mar- 
riage with  Viscount  Howe  ; and  the  very  distinctive  features  and  the 
peculiar  physical  ailments  of  the  two  brothers,  which  they  shared  w ith 
the  King,  wry  clearly  indicated  whose  offspring  they  were,  although 
they  were  horn  in  wedlock  and  were,  therefore,  nominally,  Ilowe*. 
They  were,  in  fact,  half  brothers  of  the  King. 

3 The  extent  of  the  authority  of  the  brothers,  Admiral  and  General 

Howe,  as  Commissioners  for  the  restoration  of  Pe.we,  in  America,  has 
been  so  variously  stated,  that  the  careful  reader  will  do  well  to  refer  to 
their  Commission,  which  may  he  found  in  a most  singular  connection 

with  a mass  of  pupors concerning  the  Expedition  commanded  by  General 

Bnrgoyne,  w hich  appear  to  have  been  laid  before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, early  in  1778.  (Alinon’s  Parliamentary  Register,  London  : 1778, 
viii.,  308-312.) 

When  Lord  North,  closely  pinned  in  debate,  declared  that  “taxation 
“ was  not  to  be  given  up:  il  was  to  be  enforced:  tut  whether  at  present 
“ or  hereafter  was  a point  of  policy  which  the  Commissioners  would 
“ learn,  on  the  spot,  by  Hounding  the  people  U|ton  the  spot,”  there  wna 
point  as  well  as  wit  in  w hat  Charles  James  Fox  said,  in  reply  . “ Accord- 
44  ing  to  the  noble  Lord’s  explanation,  Lord  Howe  and  his  brother  are 

“to  bo  sent  out  us  spu  •*,  not  as  Commissioners,  and  if  they  cannot  get  on 

“shoie,  they  are  to  sound  uj»on  the  coasts.”  {[hhute*  in  the  II  use  of 

Commons , May  22,  1776 : Almou’s  Parliamentary  Register,  iv.,  120.) 


the  harbor  together,  bringing  another  heavy  rein- 
forcement to  the  Royal  Army,  as  well  as  the  much 
needed  Camp-equipage ; 4 two  days  later,  [.l////w*t  14, 

1 770,]  Sir  I’eter  Parker  reached  Staten  Island,  with 
the  remains  of  the  expedition  which  had  been  sent 
to  Virginia  and  the  C'arolinas;  5 and,  at  the  same  time, 
Lord  Dunmore,  ” with  t lie  refugees  and  blackamoors 
“ from  Virginia,”  6 and  Lord  William  Campbell,  re- 
cently Governor  of  South  Carolina,  also  joined 
General  Howe.7  Although  General  Howe  made  no 
mention  of  them,  in  his  despatches  to  Lord  George 
Germaine,  it  is  said  the  Royal  Army  was  strength- 
ened, also,  about  the  same  time,  by  the  accession  of 
“ several  Regiments  from  Florida  and  the  West  Jn- 
“ dies;” 8 * and,  although  about  one  half  the  German 
troops  had  not  arrived — they  were  on  the  ocean,  but 
were  not  immediately  expected — the  strength  and 
discipline  and  appointments  and  spirits  of  the  Army 
were  greatly  superior  to  those  of  the  American  Army, 
and  reasonably  promised  greater  success,  in  the 
field. 

The  Convention  of  the  State,  during  that  period  of 
suspense,  removed  back  from  the  White  Plains  to 
llarlem,  occupying  the  old  Church-building  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church;5  and,  nearer  to  the  scene 
of  the  expected  troubles,  it  provided  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Hudson-river  and  Long  Island  Sound, 
where  the  enemy  was  expected  to  make  a landing,  in 
force,  by  ordering  the  entire  Militia  of  Westchester- 
county  to  appear,  with  live  days’  provisions,  to  take 
possession  of  such  points,  on  the  river  and  Sound,  as 
General  Morris  should  regard  as  most  exposed  to  the 
enemy  ; to  remain  in  service  during  ten  days  ; to  re- 
ceive Continental  pay  and  subsistence  ; and  that  each 
man  who  should  not  have  arms  should  bring  with 
him  a shovel,  spade,  or  pickaxe,  or  a scythe  straight- 
ened and  fixed  on  a pole10 — the  latter,  not  easily  to 


* General  H">ce  to  Lard  George  Germaine , “ Staten  Island,  15  Au- 
“ gust,  1770  Annual  Register  for  1776:  History  of  Europe ,*  169  ; Mem- 
oirs  of  General  Heath,  53  ; Gordon’s  History  of  the  American  Revolution, 
ti.,  304,  305. 

5 General  Hau-e  to  Lord  George  Germain “Staten  Island,  15  August, 
‘‘1776;”  Governor  Tryon  to  the  same,  “SHIP  Dt'CHESS  OF  GORDON,  OFT 
“Staten  Island,  August  14,  1776,”  postscript,  dated  “August  15, 
*4  177*'  Gordon’s  History  of  the  American  Revolution,  ii.,  306  ; t-tc. 

6 Jones’s  History  of  NWc  Y rk  during  tin  R-volntiomary  lFur,  i.,  103. 

‘General  Jf-a>.  f,  L*>’d  Gcvvge  Gum  Gne,  “ Si  ATEN  Island,  lot!* 

“August,  1770.” 

$ Annual  Register  for  1776  ; History  of  Europe,  169  ; Gordon’s  History  of 
the  American  Revolution,  ii.,  306. 

9 That  old  Church -edifice  occupied  the  Church  lot,  on  the  Soutb  side  of 
the  Great  Way,  or  Church-lune,  not  far  from  the  Harlem-river.  As  tlio 
Streets  and  Avenue,  now  run.  it  was  inside  of  the  block  bounded  by  the 
First  and  Second-avenues  and  One  hundred  And  twenty-fourth  and  One 
hundred  and  twenty-fifth-streets,  near  the  presold  intersection  of  the 
First-avenue  and  One  hundred  and  two nty-fourth -street,  «s  it  has  been 
described  to-  us  by  our  friend,  Janies  Biker,  Esq.,  of  Wnverly,  New 
York,  the  distinguished  historian  of  Harlem,  etc. 

The  features  of  the  old  building  may  be  seen  in  the  Vieic  of  II  t rlem 
from  Morrisania , copied  from  the  original  drawing,  in  the  British  Mu- 
seum ; and  reproduced  in  the  Manual  of  tie  Cor iteration  of  the  City  of 
Set?  York  fur  1863,  opposite  page  CIO ; and.  again,  ou  page  2 IN  of  this 
work,  f«*r  the  illustration  of  this  article. 

10  Journal  of  the  Convention,  “Die  Sabbuti,  -4  P.M.,  Augt.  10,  1776.” 
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be  done,  as  any  Westehe.ster-eounlv  fm-i  >-r  ould 
have  told  those  Hrpiuirs  by  whom  r 1 1 i - . , «;,■ 

made.  As  we  have  elsewhere  stated,  km^-, mmiy 
“ determined  not  to  oppose  the  enemy,”  nUliomrii  the 
latter  had  not  made  anv  attempt  to  oceupv  it;  and 
the  Convention,  it  will  be  remembered,  made  some 
rash  movements  toward  erowdingall  who  lived  within 
that  County  into  still  greater  acts  of  hostility  against 
the  Americans,  instead  of  inspiriting  them  and  seem- 
ing their  continued  fealty  to  the  State  of  which  they 
were  members.  It  provided  for  the  removal  of  all 
which  remained,  of  those  Cannon  which  had  been 
brought  from  the  City  and  laid  on  the  roadsides  of  the 
County  of  Westchester — those  which  had  been  pik'  d 
and  unspiked,  guarded  and  left  unguarded,  at  such 
heavy  cost,  some  months  previously  2 — and  General 
Clinton  was  requested  to  have  carriages  made  for  such 
of  those  guns  as  he  should  consider  necessary -for  the 
defenceof  the  works  to  thenorthward  of  King’s  Bridge.1 
At  the  suggestiou  of  General  Washington,1  measures 


ht  rau.-f  nt'  .-uspicions  ’’  which  somebody  had  en- 
tertain'd c m"  i ruing  them,  t"  the  several  I'miniv 
( 'ommitti'i  bill  in  a tone  of  mildness  which  was  re- 
; markahly  unusual  ;M  and,  in  other  ways,  endeavoring 
| to  serve  the  cause  of  the  country — one  of  the  most  re- 
i markable  of  the  multitude  of  subjects  which,  at  that 
time,  crowded  themselves  before  the  Convention,  for 
its  consideration,  was  a letter  from  John  Sdeght, 

! Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Kingston,  “ stating 
“ that  the  women  surround  the  Committee-chamber, 
j “ and  say,  if  they  cannot  have  Tea,  their  husbands 
j “and  sons  shall  fight  no  more.”‘J 

At  length,  every  preparation  for  service  in  the  field 
i having  been  made,  on  Thursday,  the  twenty-second 
! of  August,  the  Campaign  was  opened.  Had  Lord 
Howe  been  despatched,  with  the  heavy  reinforcements 
| which  he  brought,  directly  to  New  \ork  instead  of 
. to  Halifax— and, since  it  was  known,  in  England, 
that  New  York  would  be  the  base  of  all  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Campaign,  there  was  no. other  reason 


VIEW  OF  HAP.  LA  EM  FROM  MORI. SA  XI A IX  THE  PROVINCE  OF  XEW  YORK,  SEPTEM’’,  1765.” 
[Copied  from  the  original  in  the  British  Museum  for  George  IT.  Moore  by  Richard  Sims.] 


were  taken  for  the  removal  of  the  women,  children, 
and  infirm  persons,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  to 
places  of  greater  safety  ;5  for  obstructing  the  naviga- 
tion, in  both  the, Hudson  and  the  East-rivers,  as  well 
as-in  Buttermilk-cluinnel,  the  latter  separating  Gov- 
ernor’fi-island  from  Long  Island;’'  providing  for  the 
temporary  support  of  those  who  should  be  driven 
from  their  homes,  by  the  enemy  ; 7 transferring  t lit 
disposition  of  those  whom  it  had  cast  into  prison, 


1 Vide  page  203,  ante. 

- Vide  pages  140-143,  ante. 

3 Journal  of  the  Convention , “ Dio  Veneris,  Oho.,  A.M.,  August  10, 1770.*’ 

* General  to  tic:  Convention , 41  Hn.vn-qi  aUTF.ks,  Nkw-\okk, 

“Aug.  17,  1770.'* 

5 Journal  of  the  Convention , “Die  .Sabbuti,  9 ho.,  AM.,  Aligt  17, 
44  1770;’’  the  tame,  “Die  Veneris,  3 ho.,  P.M.,  Augt.  23,  1770;  '’  the 
same,  “ Monday  morning,  Augt.  20,  1770  etc. 

6 Journal  of  the  Convent  ion , 44  Die  Veneris,  9 ho.,  A.M.,  August  10, 1 7 7 * • 
the  fame,  44  Die  Sabbuti,  9 ho.,  A. M.,  Augt.  17,1770;”  Journal  of  the 
Committee  of  Ufa  *£J>ie  Luna-,  9 ho.,  A M.,  Augt.  19,  177*',;' 
of  the  Convention,  “ Die  Subbati,  4 ho.,  P.M.,  Augt.  ”4,  1770;  ” etc. 

“ Journal  of  the  Convention , “Die  Solis,  S ho.,  A.M.,  \ugt.  J ■ >,  1770.’’ 


1 than  the  bad  judgment  of  those,  in  England,  who 
controlled  the  movements  of  the  troops,  that  lie  was 
not  thus  sent — the  Campaign  could  have  been  opened 
| several  weeks  earlier,  when  General  Washington  was 
much  less  prepared  to  receive  an  enemy, and,  therefore, 
when  a complete  success  in  the  suppression  of  the  Re- 
bellion was  very  much  more  promising;  but  that  Al- 
mighty power  which  controlled  all  things,  ha  1 other 
purposes  ; and  the  cause  of  America  was  promoted  by 
that  remarkable  blunder  among  those  who  opposed  it. 

Oil  the  morning  of  Thursday,  the  twenty-second  of 
August,  as  we  have  said,  the  active  operations  of  the 

i 3 Journal  of  the  Convention,  44  Monday  morning.  Augt.  2’’,  1779.” 

9 Journal  of  tie  Conr  -ntiou,  44  Monday  morning,  Augt.  29,  177'*.. ” 

It  may  bo  proper  for  u*  to  sav  that  the  Chuirninu's  letter  wan  re- 
ferred t-  tli*  Deputation  from  Ulrfer -county  ; and  that,  a few  \v  •»  U> 
subsequently,  tired  of  wailing  for  the  Tea,  ‘‘  mobs,  from  different  j u ts 
44 of  the  country,”  went  t.»  Kingston;  broke  open  the  buildings  which 
contained  it  ; and,  undoubtedly,  helped  tluMi»srlv*\s  and  their  moth  *r« 
and  sister*  and  wives  niul  daughters  to  wh  it  was  then  olhriaMy  called 
44  that  detestable  article  railed  Tea.'* 


_ 


WKSTCHKSTKK  COUNTY. 


219 


Royal  Army  wore  commenced  bv  the  movement  of 
the  British  Grenadiers  and  Fight  Infantry  and  the 
Hessians,  or  rather  the  German,  Grenadiers,  Light 
Infantry,  and  Chasseurs — the  last-named  commanded 
by  the  Count  Donop — the  whole  numbering  “ not  less 
“than  four  thousand  men,”  1 of  the  rliie  of  the  Army, 
the  whole  commanded  by  General  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton, to  Gravesend  Bay,  near  Coney-island,  where, 
under  the  fire  of  three  frigates  and  two  bombketches,2 
the  naval  portion  of  the  movement  having  been  com- 
manded by  Commodore  Hotham,  the  entire  detach- 
ment, with  forty  pieces  of  artillery,  were  landed,  in 
two  hours  and  a half,  without  meeting  the  slightest 
opposition  from  the  Americans.  This  Division  of  the 
Royal  Army  having  met  with  no  resistance,  the  re- 
mainder of  the  Army  and  of  the  artillery — except  two 
Brigades  of  Germans,  under  General  do  lleister,  and 
another  Brigade  of  Germans,  a detachment  of  the 
Fourteenth  Infantry,  from  Virginia,  some  convales- 
cents and  some  recruits,  all  of  them  commanded  by 
Lieutenant-colonel  Dalrymple,  which  were  left  for 
the  protection  of  Staten  Island — were  also  landed  on 
Long  Island,  during  the  morning.3 

The  purposes  of  this  work  do  not  require  us  to  fol- 
low the  immediately  subsequent  operations  of  the  two 
Armies;  and  the  general  knowledge  which  prevails 
concerning  the  disastrous  ‘‘Battle  of  Long  Island,” 
made  more  disastrous  by  reason  of  “ the  obstinate, 
“self-conceited,  inefficiency,”  if  not  by  the  criminal 
disobedience  and  neglecq  of  General  Israel  Putnam  ; 
concerning  the  remarkable  retreat  of  the  American 
Army,  from  Long  Island,  made  more  remarkable  and 
successful  through  the  nautical  skill  of  Colonel  John 
Glover  and  his  Regiment  of  Marblehead  fishermen  ; 
concerning  the  successful  occupation  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  by  the  Royal  Army,  made  more  suc- 
cessful by  reason  of  the  arrant  cowardice  of  those 
who  had  been  posted  at  Kip’s-bay,  for  tbe  pur- 
pose of  obstructing  any  attempt  which  the  enemy 
should  make  to  effect  a landing  at  that  place,  as 
well  as  by  reason  of  the  greater  cowardice  of  the 
Brigade  of  Massachusetts  troops,  commanded  by 
General  Fellows,  and  that  of  the  Brigade  of  Con- 
necticut troops,  commanded  by  General  Parsons, 
both  of  them,  eight  Regiments,  in  all,  sent  for  the 
support  of  the  small  shore-guard  ; concerning  the 
successful  evacuation  of  the  City  of  New  York,  by 
the  American  Army,  made  more  successful  by  the  tact 
and  hospitality  of  Mary  Lindley  Murray  and  by  the 


soldierly  ability  and  the  knowledge  of  the  ground,  of 
Aaron  Burr;  concerning  the  brilliant  skirmish  on 
Harlem  Heights,  made  more  brilliant  by  the  daring 
bravery  of  Major  Leitch,  of  Virginia,  and  that  of  Col- 
onel Thomas  Knolton,  of  Connecticut ; and  concerning 
the  apparent  inactivity,  in  botli  the  Armies,  which 
prevailed,  during  several  succeeding  weeks, — the  gen- 
eral knowledge  which  prevails,  concerning  all  these 
subjects,  renders  anything  else  than  a mere  reference 
to  them,  unnecessary.  But,  nevertheless,  there  were 
some  minor  operations,  of  both  parties,  during  that 
period,  which  may  well  receive  passing  notices. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-seventh  of 
August,  two  ships  and  a brig  anchored  a little  above 
Throgg’s-neck  ; and  before  the  troops  whom  General 
Heath  had  sent  for  the  purposes  of  protecting  the 
neighboring  property,  could  reach  the  shore,  several 
barges  had  gone  ashore,  on  City-island  ; killed  several 
cattle  ; * and  carried  away  the  dead  animals  and  one 
of  the  inhabitants.  The  troops  managed  to  secure 
the  remainder  of  the  cattle  which  were  on  the  island.5 

As  there  was  an  evident  intention,  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy,  to  occupy  one  or  more  positions,  on  New 
York-island  or  within  Westchester-courity  or  both, 
General  Heath,  who  commanded  all  the  Continental 
troops  at  Ivingsbridge  and  in  the  last-mentioned 
County,  with  that  faithful  attention  to  his  duties 
which  so  generally  characterized  him,  ordered  a 
chain  of  vedettes  and  other  sentries  to  be  maintained 
at  Morrisania,  Hunt’s-point,  Throgg’s-neck,  and  other 
points,  on  the  Sound,  in  order  that  the  movements  of 
tiie  enemy,  had  lie  inclined  to  move  to  those  neigh- 
borhoods, or  to  either  of  them,  might  be  promptly 
made  known  to  him.6  The  usefulness  of  that  wise 
precaution  will  be  seen,  hereafter. 

For  the  purpose  of  cutting  the  line  of  communica- 
tion of  the  City  of  New  York,  through  the  Sound, 
with  the  sea — the  way  to  the  ocean,  by  way  of  the 
Narrows,  having  been  already  occupied  by  him — the 
enemy  very  judiciously  occupied  Barren-island,  be- 
longing to  Westehester-county,  Montresor’s — now 
Randall’s — island,  and  what  is  now  known  as 
Ward’s-island  — the  latter  two  belonging  to  the 
County  of  New  ^ ork,  all  of  which,  to  some  ex- 
tmit,  at  least,  commanded  the  passage  to  and 
through  the  Sound  ; •’  and,  on  the  tenth  and  eleventh 
of  September,  a considerable  body  of  troops  was 
landed  on  Moutrosor’s-islandJ  which  entirely  com- 


'[Hairs]  History  of  (hr  Ciril  liar  in  America,  i.,  LS*. 

See,  also,  Stednmn’s  History  of  (In  American  MW,  i.,  103. 

2 [Hairs]  History  of  (hr  CicU  H’«ir  in  Ainerictit  i.,  IS>  ; Stedmau  s //*-«- 
lory  of  the  American  War,  i.,  1 

* General  If*  e to  Lt  l tit  /e  tit  nmiim , “Nrwtown  Long  rst  \Ni>, 
“3  Sept..  ITT'*  ; ” tiruerej  Washington  to  CnoTnl  lb<ith , “ Hi.  u-qi  .MurK', 
44  New -York,  23  \ugllHt,  1770  the  Mime  to  the  l'r‘*i<bitt  nf  (he  1Jontjrt.it*, 
44  Nkw-VoHK,  August  23,  177*'.  {Hall’s]  History  of  Ua  1'iril  Uor  <u 
America,  i.,  1 8 S : Memoir*  tf  ( ,’.  n.  ral  lb-ath,  .V*  ; Stedinan's  Ih'l  -ry  of 
the  American  War,  i.,  11)3;  Gordon's  History  of  the  Am  rican  IteColutimt, 
ii.,  300 ; etc. 


M dlomd  Joseph  l»r.ik<‘,  in  his  loiter  to  flu.*  Convention,  dated  “Nrw- 
“ Kociir.i.r.,  Augt.  2S,  1770,”  said  44  they  have  imt  been  able  to  plomI~r 
“ mv'h  ; they  got  from  Mi:u*iurd’s-i>land  ” City-islamf,]  ‘*4  horned 

cattle  and  Some  poultry,  which  i*  all  w**  have  l*?eii  aide  O'  learn  they 
* ha\ v plundered. ” In  hi-*  V*  <n  >ii >,  (page 5tj,)Genoral  Heath  said  “the 
. “enemy  tarried  off  oTiA  man  and  11  rattle.” 

J ■'Memoir* i of  (b  tierul  Heath , .V»,  oil;  Colonel  ltrakr  (<>  Central 

1 .V'Tt'w,  **  N k\\  Angt.  27,  177*>” — Historical  AlctuuscriyL*,  etc.; 

Miscellaneous  I\iyers,  xvxvi.,  330.  • 

0 Memoir  it  of  < it  until  lb  nth,  .V.). 

7 Stedman'fl  History  of  the  American  War,  i.,  190. 

! * M'  mttir*  of  Cent  ral  Ilmth , 50. 
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manded  the  Manor-house — all  there  was,  at  that 
time,  of  Morrisania,  except  tin:  small  farmhouses  of 
tlie  manorial  tenantry,  which  were  scait.-red  over  the 
surrounding  country.  The  channel  which  separated 
Morrisania,  in  Wcstchester-countv,  from  Muntresor's- 
island,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  being  quite  narrow, 
and  a heavy  picket  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  mounted 
men  having  been  constantly  maintained  at  Morrisania, 
the  sentries  of  the  respective  forces,  posted  within  half- 
gunsliot  distance,  sometimes  fired  at  each  other,  in 
violation  of  the  inconsistent  usages  of  War;  and 
General  Heath  has  recorded  some  interesting  instances 
of  both  the  friendly  and  the  unfriendly  correspond- 
ence of  these  very  important  minor  outposts.* 1  But 
a couple  deserters  from  a man-of-war  which  was  an- 
chored olT  the  island,  conveyed  such  information  to 
General  Heath  as  led  him  to  suppose  that  the  entire 
force  which  occupied  that  island  could  be  easily  cap- 
tured; and,  having  submitted  the  subject  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  General  Officers  of  his  Division  and 
to  General  Washington,  and,  having  received  the  ap- 
proval of  all,  he  proceeded  to  make  the  attempt. 
Two  hundred  and  forty  men  were  detached  for  that 
purpose;  and  the  command  of  the  expedition  wa3 
given  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Michael  Jackson  and 
Major  Logan  and  MajorTIatfield,  the  latter  of  West- 
chester-eounty.  They  were  to  embark,  at  the  new 
Bridge  over  the  Harlem-river,  on  board  of  three 
large  floats ; to  be  covered  by  a fourth  float,  similar 
to  the  others  a 'd  carrying  a detachment  of  Artillery, 
with  a light  three-pounder  gun;  to  fall  down  the 
Harlem-river,  with  the  ebb,  during  the  night,  to 
Morrisania;  and  the  calculation  was  so  made  that,  at 
daybreak,  the  young  flood  should  be  so  much  made, 
at  the  island,  as  to  cover  the  flats,  at  the  proposed 
place  of  landing,  sufficiently  for  the  floats  to  leave 
Morrisania,  and  be  run  ashore.  The  various  sentries, 
on  the  line  of  the  Harlem-river,  were  said  to  have 
been  informed  of  the  character  of  the  movement,  and 
instructed  to  permit  the  expedition  to  pass  down  the 
river,  without  challenging  it ; and  every  promise  of  a 
successful  result  was  heard  from  all  who  were  to  be 
concerned  in  it  or,  who  knew  of  the  proposed  plan  of 
operations.  Notwithstanding  one  of  the  sentries  had 
not  been  told  of  tire  expedition  or  had  misunderstood 
the  Order  which  had  been  given  to  him,  and  had 
resolutely  disregarded  the  entreaties  for  silence  which 
had  been  made,  and  had  discharged  his  musket, 
giving  an  alarm,  the  enemy  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  disturbed;  and  the  three  floats  ran  up  to  the 
place  appointed  for  the  landing,  without  serious  op- 
position, and  at  the  appointed  time.  But,  there,  a 
new  and  entirely  unlooked-for  obstruction  was  encoun- 
tered. The  orders  were  that  the  float  which  contained 
the  three  commanding  Officers  should  run  ashore, 
between  the  other,  two;  that  the  two  Majors  should 
jump  ashore,  one  to  the  right  and  the  other  to  the  left, 
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and  take  command  of  the  men  who  were  on  those  two 
outside  floats,  respectively,  while  Lieutenant-colonel 
Jackson  should  retain  the  command  of  those  who 
were  on  the  central  float;  and  that  the  three  parties 
should  act  in  concert.  Tlie  Officers  and  those  who 
were  on  tlie  central  float  sprang  ashore,  as  they  were 
expected ; received  and  repulsed  a charge  which  the 
enemy’s  guard  made  on  them;  but  failed  to  receive 
the  slightest  support  from  those  who  were  on  the 
other  two  floats,  who,  instead  of  landing,  sullenly 
“ lay  upon  their  oars.’’  The  enemy  seeing  that  dis- 
affection, rallied,  and  returned  to  the  charge,  with 
great  spirit;  and  the  Americans,  those  from  the  cen- 
tral float,  finding  themselves  deserted,  returned  to 
their  own  float,  with  heavy  loss;  and  the  entire  ex- 
pedition withdrew  from  the  island — whether  the 
fourth  float,  on  which  were  the  Artillery  and  which 
was  intended  as  a covering  party,  performed  any  ser- 
vice, is  not  now  known,  as  nothing  whatever  has 
been  said  of  it,  in  the  narrative  of  the  encounter  and 
retreat.  It  is  said  that  Lieutenant-colonel  Jackson 
received  a musket-ball  in  bis  leg;  that  Major  Thomas 
Henley,  one  of  the  Aides-de-camp  of  General  Heath, 
who  had  insisted  on  going  out  with  the  expedition, 
as  a Volunteer,  was  shot  through  his  heart,  as  he  was 
getting  into  the  float ; that  Major  Hatfield  was 
missing;  and  that  the  Americans  lost,  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing,  fourteen  men.2 3 

There  was  a wide-spread  sorrow  expressed  for  the 
death  of  Major  Henley,  who  appears  to  have  been  a 
general  favorite;  and  tlie  cowardice  of  those  who 
held  back  their  support  was  as  widely  reprobated  ; 
but,  in  the  prevailing  temper  of  that  period,  although 
the  delinquents  were  arrested  and  tried  by  Court- 
martial,  nothing  appears  to  have  been  done  with 
them,  beyond  the  cashiering  of  oue  of  the  Captains. s 


2 The  most  complete  account  of  this  disastrous  expedition  is  that  of 
General  Heath,  in  his  Memoir 63-6C  ; 1 nt  the  Orders  which  were 
given  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Jackin  by  General  Heath,  “King’s  Bridge, 

1‘ September  22,  1770;’’  David  How's  Dion/,  Edit.  Morrisania,  ISO', 
September  22,  1776;  General  Orders,  “Head-quarter*,  Harlem- 

“heights,  Septeml*er  21,1776;“  Lieutennnt<oloncl  Tench  Tilyhmav  In 
William  Inter,  “ Hf.a d-qu  a rtfrs,  II  arlem-ii  lights,  September  25, 1776  ; ’ 
Extract  of  ti  leth-r  from  an  Officer,  at  Harlem.  dated  Sopteml*er  25,  1776, 
in  Force’s  American  A^'hh'c.*,  Fifth  Series,  ii.,  524  - Extract  from  a letter 
da  l Sept  nibei  26,  1776;  John  Adam*  to 
M>'.  A l *»m,  “ Pjiii..vi-Ff.i lit  a,  October  S.  177*'.  ; ' Gordon's  Jlt+fonj  of  t 
American  Revolution , ii.,  336— who  says  there  were  /re  boats,  one  of 
which  was  sunk  by  the  fire  of  the  Bmuc,  frigate — etc.,  may  be  usefully 
consulted  concerning  it. 

3 General  Coders,  Head-quarters,  11  aki  fm-heigiits,  September  29, 
1776;  Proceedings  of  a General  Court- martial  of  the  Line,  held  on  the 
Ihinhl ■*  of  Harlcni , bt;  order  of  Ills  Excellency  George  M'usAiri^f'.or,  PV/., 
General  and  Commander' in-chief  of  the  Forces  <f  the  I'uited  States  • f 
America,  for  the.  truil  of  (ite  Captains  U’.-m-r  and  S ■ •//,  in  the  sere.  '-'  of 
said  States,  September  30,  1776;  .\dintnut-general  R---1  General  I~ali, 
“ 11V  \n-yi  autf.ils,  Oct.  r»,  1776  ;’’  the  members  of  the  General  Court 
martial  to  Adjutant-general  Herd,  “Camp  near  Head-quarters,  October 
“ i)  1776;’’  Memoir*  af  General  Heath,  66. 

Tho  utiucitirs  of  both  OfticQrs  and  Privates  of  the  American  Army  and 
tlie  inadequacy  uf  the  punishments,  therefor,  to  which  tho  delinquents 
were  then  subjected,  may  be  s«eu  in  multitudes  of  instances,  throughout 
the  con  temporary  publications;  but  the  letter  of  General  Washington, 
written  to  the  President  of  the  Continental  Congress,  “ Heioiit>  » 


1 Memoirs  of  General  Heath,  62,  63. 
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The  apparent  inactivity  of  the  two  opposing  Ar- 
mies, during  several  weeks  alter  the  oeenp.it  ini  ol 
the  City  of  New  York,  was  not  understood,  even  by 
the  Congress,  and  created  some  uneasiness;1  hut  both 
were  actively  employed,  the  Royal  Army  in  throwing 
up  a line  of  defences,  on  the  high  grounds  overlook- 
ing the  Harlem-plains,  from  the  South,  in  order  to 
protect  the  City  from  an  attack  from  the  laudside, 
when  the  main  Army  should  he  put  in  motion,  for 
other  operations;2  and  the  American  Army  in  not 
only  throwing  up  defences  on  the  high  grounds  over- 
looking the  Harlem-plains,  from  the  North,  in  order 
to  protect  itself  from  any  attack  which  might  be 
made  on  it,  in  that  remarkably  strong  position,1  but 
in  throwing  up  defensive  works,  in  its  rear  and  at 
distant  points,  in  order  to  guard  against  any  surprise, 
by  the  enemy,  of  either  of  those  points.' 

During  that  long  interval  of  apparent  inactivity  in 
the  two  Armies,  the  Convention  of  New  York  and  its 
Committee  of  Safety  were  not  idle  nor  inattentive  to 
the  interests  of  the  country.  It  provided  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  women,  children,  and  infirm,  and  that 
of  the  poor,  from  the  City  of  New  York,  in  some  in- 
stances into  Westchester-county  ; 5 and  the  care  of 
the  public  records  also  received  its  careful  attention.'1 
When  the  enemy’s  shipping  threatened  the  shores  of 
Suffolk,  it  appealed  for  he-lp -from  Connecticut,  in 
view  of  its  own  inability  to  afford  protection  ;’  when 
the  Army  retreated  from  Long  Island,  wisely  foresee- 
ing that  the  Ileuses,  Cattle,  Hogs,  and  Sheep,  within 
the  County  of  New  York  and  the  lower  portions  of 
Westchester-county,  would  become  exposed  to  the 
depredations  of  the  enemy,  the  Committee  of  Safety 
ordered  them  to  be,  forthwith,  driven  into  the  interior 
parts  of  the  State,  and  requested  General  Washing- 
ton to  make  that  order  public,  and  to  give  all  possible 
assistance  in  carrying  it  into  execution  ; s and,  subse- 


“Haekjem,  24  September,  1776,”  may  be  referred  to.  as  a specimen  of 
al)  of  them. 

1 The  correspondence  of  John  Adams  with  his  wife,  which  ha*  been 
published,  will  show  the  anxious  uncertainty  which  prevailed  in  the 
Congress. 

2 [HalTs]  History  of  the  Ciril  li  ar  in  America,  i.,  *201  : Stedman’s  His- 
tory of  the  American  i . , 210. 

3 General  Jlniru  to  Lord  (rV* *?v/e  Germaine,  “ Nf.w -York  Isjlwi*.  2‘->ej  t , 

“ 1776;”  Annxo:!  r for  1710:  History  of  Europe.  M 76  ; j Hall's]  His- 

tory of  Uu  f'ir.l  Wm  in  .1  nujici\  i.,  20  L ; ^tedtuan's  H >s'oi y of  //«»  .I»n» 
can  Mar,  i.,  209,  210  ; etc. 

4 3f  moir*  of  General  Jl.  nth,  07.  06. 

5 Journal  of  the  Committee  of  Safety, fi  Tuesday  afternoon,  Augt.  27, 

“ 1 7 7 ♦ • the  same,  “ Fisukiu.,  in  Di  tcmkss  C<-'r\  i y,  September  thv  2nd, 

t;1776;”  Journal  of  the  ('•  ncmtion,  “Die  Sabbati,  1 ho.,  i'.M.,  Sepfr. 
‘‘7th,  1776  ; ” Journal  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  tl  Monday  afternoon, 
“ Sept.  23,  1 776  etc.  * 

c Journal  of  the  Conreuti  >n , “ Die  Jovis,  N ho.,  I’.M.,  Augt.  22,  177*1; 
Journal  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  k<  Tuesday  afternoon,  Au  .rr.  27,  1 7 7 » '« 
the  name,  “ Dio  Jovip,  9 ho.,  AM.,  Sept.  12,  1770  ; ” Ji.nnial  of  the.  Omen- 
tum, “ Die  Veneris,  0 bo.,  A. A!.,  Octor.  4,  1776  etc. 

7 The  Conrention  to  the  Committees  of  Stonimjton , Seic-Tenidon,  Grobm, 
I.yme f Sa)ihrook,  Guilford,  .V*  w Karen,  Straiforil,  Fair  riel  J,  31 hv<l,  .Vor- 
iculk,  Stamford , and  llorse neck,  iin  each  instance)  “ Wcdiiestlav  morning, 
“ Augt.  26,  1776  the  name  fa  Governor  Trumbull,  **  Weilnesday  morning, 
” H MtLMM,  26th  Atigt.,  1 7 7 » • ; ” etc. 

f Journal  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  tl  At  the  inn  sf  ok  Mit.  Odfc  ts 


quently,  when  tiie  purpose  of  the  enemy  to  occupy 
Westchester-county  had  become  more  evident,  Sr  | li- 
on Ward  was  appointed  a Comiiiissan  '*  to  pui\  1 ■ 

“all  the  Cattle  fit  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  within 
“that  County,  and  to  drive  them  down  to  the  Army, 
“at  King’s  Bridge,  as  fast  as  they  may  be  wanted; 
“ 1’kovipep,  that  so  much  shall  he  left  as  is  abso- 
“ lutely  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  families  from 
“ whom  the  same  shall  he  taken.'  ‘ At  the  same 
time,  orders  were  given  by  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
“ that  if  any  person  shall  refuse  to  part  with  his 
“Cattle,  at  a reasonable  price,  t lie  Commissary  be 
“directed  to  drive  them  down  to  the  Army,  and  re- 
ctum to  the  owner  the  money  for  which  they  were 
“sold,  after  deducting  the  contingent  charge  that 
“ all  the  Hides  of  the  Cattle  so  driven  and  killed,  be 
“ carefully  preserved  and  sent  to  some  safe  place,  on 
“ the  North  side  of  the  Highlands,  where,  being  ap* 
“ praised  by  persons  hereafter  to  be  named  for  that 
“ purpose,  they  shall  be  paid  for,  by  the  State;’’ 
“that  Gil.  Budd  Horton,  Alexander  Hunt,  James 
“Varian,  and  Joseph  Youngs  be  appointed  Commis- 
sioners to  drive  all  the  Horses,  Hogs,  Sheep,  and 
“Cattle,  from  those  parts  of  the  County  of  Westches- 
“ ter  which  lay  upon  the  Souud  or  the  Hudson’s-river, 
“ ami  which  are  any  way  exposed  to  the  enemy,  and 
“ to  billet  them  out  upon  the  farms  that  lay  in  the 
“interior  part  of  the  County,  till  the  same  can  be 
“ otherwise  disposed  of ; and  that  a reasonable  com- 
“pensation  be  allowed  them,  for  their  trouble;” 
“ that  the  farmers  in  the  County  of  Westchester  im- 
“ mediately  thresh  out  all  their  Grain,  as  the  Straw 
“ will  be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  Army, 
“aud  as  those  who  do  not  comply  with  this  Resolu- 
tion will  be  in  danger  of  having  their  Straw  taken 
“ for  the  use  of  the  Army,  even  though  the  same 
“ should  not  be  threshed;”  “that  His  Excellency 
“ General  Washington  be  empowered  to  order  any 
“Straw  in  the  County  of  Westchester  to  be  taken  for 
“ the  use  of  the  Army,  paying  to  the  owners  a reason- 
able compensation  therefor;  ” “ that  the  Chairman 
“or  Deputy  Chairman  of  the  County  of  Westchester, 
“ for  the  time  being,  on  application  from  the  Commis- 
“ sary-gcneral,  he  empowered  to  t n Ire  so  much  of  the 
“Grain,  in  the  County  of  Westchester,  as  shall  be 
“ necessary  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  allowing  to  the 
“ owners  thereof  the  now  current  price,  and  paying 
“them  upon  the  delivery,  l’novmiCD,  always,  that 
“so  much  shall  he  left,  in  the  hands  of  the  owners  as 
“ will  be  sufficient  to  support  their  families  for  nine 
“months,  and  to  perfect  the  fattening  of  such  Hogs 
“as  may,  now,  be  actually  put  up,  for  that  purpose;  ” 
“ that  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  in  case 
“ that  the  Cattle,  Hogs,  Sheep,  ITorses,  or  Hay,  in  the 
“County  of  Westchester,  should  be  in  danger  of  fill  1- 

“l’lMUi’SE’s  Manor,  \ngt.  31,  1770  Of  O-mmiUte  Saftt'j  t Q-ntr.il 
Washington,  *'  Augt.  31,  1776.” 

9 Journal  of  the  Committee  of  Safely,  “ Mouday  uioruiog,  Octor.  lltb, 
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“ ing  into  tlie ' ]isin>l<  of  the  enemy.  he  t in jm>v. . r< -i 
“ either  1o  remove  is  .r  tin  • i . i ’■  r m,  or,  it'  that 

“ should  not  i **•  | » I- ; 1 1 • i i '.ililf,  lo  tit  . i \ tin-  same;" 

“ that  the  Commissary  or  Commissaries  hereby  ap- 
pointed be  empowered  to  appoint  Agents  under 
“ them,  and  to  call  upon  any  officer  commanding  anv 
“ part  ot  the  Militia,  for  such  detachments  of  tl.e  men 
“under  li is  command  as  will  he  neeessarv  to  carry 
“ the  same  into  execution  ; ” - that  Mr.  Stephen  Ward 
“ apply  to  the  Commissary-general  for  such  sums  of  ' 
“ money  as  will,  from  time  to  time,  be  necessary  to 
“ carry  the  above  Resolves  into  execution;”  and 
“that  a copy  of  the  above  Resolutions  be  sent  to  His 
“Excellency  General  Washington  and  to  the  Coin- 
“ missary -general,  requesting  their  assistance  in  ear- 
“ ry ing  the  same  into  execution.”1  In  the  absence  of 
General  Lewis  Morris,  whose  hankerings  were  evi- 
dently for  something  else  than  tor  active  service  in 
the  field,  at  the  head  of  his  Brigade,1  Colonel  Joseph 
Drake,  of  New  Rochelle,  the  senior  Colonel,  was 
placed  in  command  of  the  Westell  ester-county  Militia, 
with  instructions  to  “ call  out  as  many  of  the  Militia, 
“with  five  days  provisions,  as  he  shall  think  suffi- 
“ cient  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy’s  ships,’1 
“ now  in  the  Sound,  and  to  prevent  all  communica- 
“ tion  with  the  disaffected  inhabitants  in  said  County  ; 

“ and  that  he  send  notice,  from  time  to  time,  to  the 
“ Convention,  of  every  remarkable  occurrence;  and, 

“ for  that  purpose,  that  he  is  hereby  empowered  to 
“ press  horses,  when  he  shall  think  it  necessary.”  4 In 
faithful  compliance  with  the  Order  thus  sent  to  him, 
enough  of  the  Militia  were  ordered  out  to  guard  from 
Rye-neck  to  Rodman’s-neck,  Colonel  Graham’s  Regi- 
ment being  at  Throgg’s-neek  ; and  Colonel  Budd  was 
to  send  a hundred  men  and  to  guard  from  the  Snuff- 
mills  to  Itye-neck.5  Two  days  after  the  disastrous 
engagement  on  Long  Island,  the  Convention  ad- 
journed from  Harlem  to  Fiskill;6  and  its  Committee 

^ Journal  of  the  Committee  of  isinty,  “Monday  morning.  Octok*.  14th, 
“1770.” 

These  Resolutions  were  proposed  by  Robert  U.  Livington. 

2 On  tho  sixteenth  of  September,  “the  Convention  was  informed 
“that  the  Militia  of  Weatcheater-rminty  are  not  so  properly  arranged 
“and  managed  as  they  ought  to  l»o,  at  this  critical  juncture,  which  is 
“occasioned  by  tho  absence  of  (h-n-nl  Morris;**  and  it  “Therefore, 

“ Resolve ii,  That  General  M rris,  no>v  at  tli  Genei  1 < < n i s do  ini- 
“mediate!}  iviurn  aa«l  resume  tin-  cominanl  of  his  Brigade;”  ami 
ordered  the  Resolution  to  bo  tra»i>mitted  to  Gen*  r.vl  Morris,  “ with  the 
“ utmost  despatch.”  ( Journal , “.Hie  l.ui;.*\4  h I’. M.,  .'*•  f t.  10,  1770.  ") 
The  General’s  reply  to  that  order  of  the  Convention,  dated  “ I’iulahki.- 
“rifiA,  Septr.  24,  1776,”  is  one  of  thO  most  remarkable  displays  of  evi- 
dent cowardice  and  military  imbvcilit}  on  iword,  (*ide  ya.je  jt>4,  mite:) 
and  if  the  withering  rejoinder,  written  by  Robe  it  R.  T.i  vingstwii,  which 
the  Committee  of  Safety  sent  to  the  <«-uenil,  w ith  u |>ereniptory  (>rder 
to  take  the  command  of  his  Brigade,  d.Hed  “ Octol>er  the  Mli.  1776,”  did 
not  effect  its  purpose,  it  certainly  conveyed  to  the  bashful  Brigadier  an 
evidence  of  w hat  others  thought  of  his  remarkable  couduet,  a eoldier. 

:|Two  sliijw*  and  a brig  came  to  anchor,  a little  above  Throgg'n-neckt 
on  the  twenty-seventh  of  August;  and  made  a raid  oil  City-idand* 
(ride  jmge  “IP,  ante.) 

*J>nirn<il  of  tin  Committee  cf  S'/r/y,  “Tuesday  morning,  August  27, 

“ 1770.” 

6 Colonel  Joseph  Z*rake  to  the  Co/ieeM/ioH,  “Nv  w •K'"  Hri.i,  Augt.  28,1770.** 

6 Jour  nul  of  the  Con  reunion,  4 ‘ Thu  xxlay  looming,  Augt.  L”1,  1770.” 


follower],  holding  sessions,  while  nr.  it  way,  at  King's 
Bridge,7  at  tlie  house  of  Mr.  Odell  on  Philip-.-'. 
Manor,’  at  the  house  of  John  Blagge,  at  Croton- 
river;''  ami,  possibly,  elsewhere.10  It  constructed  fire- 
ships, for  the  protection  of  the  Hudson-river  from 
the  enemy’s  vessels;11  and  it  continued  the  support  of 
the  State’s  cruisers,  on  the  ocean.12  It  attended  to  tie- 
removal  of  the  military  stores  which  were  endangered 
by  tbe  movements  of  the  enemy ; 13  it  ordered  all  the 
bells  to  betaken  from  the  Churches"  and  all  the  brass 
knockers  from  the  doors  of  houses,15  “in  order  that  the 
“ fortune  of  War  may  not  throw  the  same  into  the 
“ hands  of  our  enemy  and  deprive  this  State,  at  this 
“critical  period,  of  that  necessary,  though  unfortu- 
“ mite,  resource  for  supplying  our  want  of  cannon  ; ” 
it  provided  Lances  for  those  of  the  Militia  whom  it 
was  unable  to  provide  with  other  arms  ; lfi  and  when 
General  Washington’s  supply  of  Gunpowder  had  be- 
come unsafely  small,  it  replenished  it  from  its  own 
resources.17  It  appointed,  on  the  motion  of  John  Jay, 
a special  “ Committee  of  Safety  and  Correspondence 
“for  that  part  of  this  State  which  lies  below  the 
“Highlands,”  Colonel  Henry  Remsen,  Major  Garret 
Aheel,  and  Major  Peter  Pra  Van  Zuudt,  all  of  them 
of  the  City  of  New  York,  having  been  appointed  as 
that  Committee  ;IS  hut,  notwithstanding  Janies  Duane 
and  John  Jay  and  William  Duer  were  also  appointed 
“ to  draw  up  Instructions”  for  that  Committee,  and 
notwithstanding  the  stirring  events  of  which  that 
portion  of  the  State,  “below  the  Highlands,”  very 
soon  became  the  scene,  not!) ing  more  was  heard  of 
either  the  Instructions  or  the  Committee  ot  Safety 
which  was  thus  erected.  It  strengthened  the  works 
which  had  been  thrown  up  for  the  defense  of  the 
Highlands;  and  it  added  to  those  defences  some 
“ works  on  the  East  side  of  the  river,  about  three 
“miles  below  P'ort  Montgomery,  at  a place  called 
“ Red  Hook,  near  Peekskill,  which  are  well-calcu- 


1 ' Journal  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  “ King’s  Bridge,  Augt.  30,  1776.” 

8 Journal  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  “At  the  house  ok  Mu.  Ol*f.ll, 
“ Piiii.ipsks  Manor,  Augt.  31, 177G,” 

9 Journal  of  the  ('ommdUe  of  Safety,  “Croton-iuver,  at  the  HOUSE  ok 
“.I no.  Blague,  Augt.  .51,  1770.“ 

i"  There  is  no  record  of  tbe  doings  of  the  Committee,  on  Sunday,  tbe 
tirst  of  .September,  although  it  evidmlly  continued  its  journey,  fr«»ni  th  * 
Croton-river  to  1 ishkill,  oil  tb.it  day. 

11  Journal  of  the  t 'ovrentum,  “ Thursday  morning,  Augt.  29,  1776  the 

same,  “ l*ie  Sabbati,  l*  ho.,  [>t . 21,  17^6  ; ’*  General  Washington 

to  the  Qmrention,  “ H KAl»-ljCAUTKU.>,  Heights  OK  UaRLEM,  S*’pt.  2<», 

Journal  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  “Tuesday  afternoon,  Septr.  24, 
“ 1770;”  the  $>nne,  »4  Wednesday  morning,  Septr.  2.’*,  17?6;“  Journal  of 
the  Convention,  “Saturday  morning.  September  28,  1776;”  etc. 

12  Journal  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  “ P.M.,  SeptcnilKT  3,  1776  Jour- 
nal >f  the  L'onv>  nt ion,  “ lOio  Sabbat i,  *.*  ho.,  A.M.,  Sept.  7,  177G  ;**  etc. 

n Journal  of  the  (ViHrifuliiiii,  " Dio  Jovis,  4 ho.,  P.M.,  Sept.  5,  1’76;** 
General  Washington  to  the  Conrentum,  “ IlKAD-Ql’AKTEKS,  NEW-YoEK, 
“Septr.  8,  177*).’’ 

15  Journal  of  the  Conrenti  •;»,  “ I>it*  Sabhati,  0 ho.,  A M.,  Sept.  7,  177G.’ 

1,1  Vide  pages  2*>5,  206,  ante. 

17  Journal  of  the  Committee  of  Safety , “ Friday  morning.  Sept.  27,  177* 
Journal  of  the  Conventual,  “Saturday  morning,  September  23,  1776.” 

18  Journal  of  the  Convention,  “ l>ie  Sabbnti,  t*  h ..  \.M.,  Sept.  7,  177' 
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“ lated  to  prevent  the  enefliy ’a  landing  on  that  >ide 
“and  becoming  masters  of  the  Ili^hlamis,  iqqii.fire  to 
“ Fort  Montgomery.”  ' When  the  evacuation  of  the 
City  of  New  York  was  made  at  the  expense  of  large 
quantities  of  Flour,  it  appointed  Agents,  with  instruc- 
tions to  purchase  all  the  Flour  which  could  be  ob- 
tained in  Duchess,  Orange,  and  l ister-counties,  and 
to  send  it  to  the  Commissary-general  of  the  Armv, 
at  Spyt  den  DuivcFercek  : • when  the  Army  needed 
Pork,  Beef,  and  other  Stores,  the  Convention  opened 
its  Storehouses,  in  Westehester-county,  into  which 
it  had  gathered  large  quantities  of  the  products  of 
that  County,  the  crops  of  the  preceding  year:’  it 
purchased  material  for  anil  provided  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  Clothing,  for  the  Army:1 2 3 4  it  busied  itself 
about  salting  Pork,  in  the  County  of  Westchester, 
during  the  approaching  season:5 6  and  whatever  it 
supposed  would  promote  the  common  cause  and 
whatever  it  was  requested  to  do,  for  that  purpose,  by 
either  the  Continental  Congress  or  the  Commander- 
in-chief  or  the  General  commanding  the  northern 
Army,  was  done,  to  the  full  extent  of  its  ability  and 
resources,  with  cheerfulness,  promptitude,  and  thor- 
oughness, never  failing  to  receive,  in  return,  the  un- 
qualified and  entire  approval  of  him  whose  entire 
approval  was  never  idly  bestowed. 

On  the  twenty-first  of  September,  the  American 
xkrmy,  at  Kingsbridge  and  its  dependencies,  which 
included  General  Heath’s  command,  in  Westchester- 
county,  consisted,  nominally,  of  four  thousand,  five 
hundred,  and  twenty-eight  Commissioned  Officers, 
Staff,  and  Non-commissioned  Officers,  and  twenty- 
seven  thousand,  three  hundred,  and  seventy-seven 
rank  and  file,  exclusive  of  Colonel  Knox's  Regiment 
of  Artillery,  which  contained,  nominally, five  hundred 
and  forty -three  men,  including  all  the  Commissioned 
and  Non-commissioned  Officers  and  Staff,  and  exclus- 
ive, also,  of  Colonel  Durkec’s  Regiment  and  a Compa- 
ny of  Artillery',  both  of  them  at  Powle’s-hook,  now 
Jersey  City,  from  whom  no  Returns  had  been  received, 
during  that  week.  But  of  those  nearly  twenty -eight 
thousand  men,  in  the  ranks,  four  thousand,  four  hun- 
dred, and  fifty-three  were  present,  sick;  three  thou- 
sand,four  hundred, and  thirty-three  were  absent,  sick; 

1 Journal  of  th-'  “ Pi*.  Sabbati,  4 ho..  J'.M..,  Septr.  . 177* 

2 t'oinmiseary-yrnerul  Trumbull  to  th*  Convention,  “King’s  Bridge,  16 
“Sept.,  1776 ; ” Journal  of  the  Convention,  “ Pit’s  M&rtis,  4 h.\, 
“Septr.  IT,  ITT*’*.” 

Wo  have  followed  Washington  Irving, in  his  historical  w riling-',  in  our 
orthography  of  the  name  of  that  celebrated  stream,  notwithstanding  the 
usual  manner  of  spelling  the  words  is  considerably  different. 

3 Journal  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  “ Iff**  Mercurii,  0 ho.,  A.M.,  Septr. 
“IS,  1776  the  same,  *■  Die  Veneris,  0 ho.,  A.M.,  Octor.  4,  1776.’ 

4 Journal  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  “ Pie  Jo  vis*,  9 ho.,  A.M.,  Octor.  3, 
“ 1776  Journal  of  the  Committee  of  *S •fety,  “ Pie  Mercurii,  9 ho..  A.M., 
“Octr.  9,  1776;  ” the  same,  “ Thursday  morning,  Octor.  17,  1“76.” 

Stephen  Wanl,  Gilbert  Strung,  and  Phil.  Leak  were  app  inu-d  to  buy 
coarse  woollen  Cloth,  Linsey-woolsey,  Blankets,  w*»ollen  Ho-e,  Mitt*  ns, 
coarse  Linen,  f»*l t Hats,  and  Shoes,  to  the  value  of  three  hundred 
pounds — seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars — in  Wesbliester-county ; and 
they  were  ordered  to  have  the  Linen  made  up  into  Shirts. 

6 Journal  oj' the  Committee  of  Safety,  “Thursday,  Octor.  10,  1776.’* 


! three  thousand,  eight  hundred,  and  thirty  were  ah- 
1 sent,  “on  command;  and  ninety-six  were  on  fur- 
lough; leaving  only  about  sixteen  thousand  men,  in- 
cluding the  Artillery  and  ext  hiding  the  Officer*,  who 
were  actually  present  and  fit  for  duty.'’  Of  these,  thir- 
| teen  Regiments  were  Militia,  temporarily  serving  in 
the  service  of  the  Continent ; ‘ and,  since  the  disastrous 
results  on  Long  Island  and  in  the  City  ol  New  \ork, 
the  entire  Armv  w;is  greatly  dispirited  and  inspired 
no  confidence  in  its  C'ommunder-in-chief.h  On  the 
thirtieth  of  September,  the  number  of  rank  and  file, 


6 Control  Return  of  tin  Army  • n lh» ■ service  of  the  I ’ll  it  l Stair*  of  .Inierieu 
at  Ring's  Iir  it  lye  amt  its  dependencies,  Sept.  -I,  1776. 

' Ibid. 

8 “Th#'  ' h»*ck  «mr  detachment  »n-tained  on  the  27 til  ultimo  has  dis- 
“ pirited  too  great  a promotion  «-f  our  troops, and  filled  their  minds  with, 
“apprehension  and  despair.  The  Militia,  instead  of  calling  forth  their 
“utmost  efforts  to  a brave  and  manly  oppOMtmn,  in  onb-r  i«>  repair  our 
“losses,  arc  dismayed,  intractable.  and  impatient  t*»  return.  Great  mini* 
•‘Iters  of  them  have  gone  off  ; in  bonie  instances,  aim'll  by  wind*:  Regi- 
“ nieuta,  by  half  ones,  and  by  Companies,  at  a time.  This  circumstance, 
“of  itsolf,  independent  of  other-?,  when  fronted  bv  a well-appointed 
“eii-.n*y,  superior  iu  number  to  our  whole  collected  force,  would  be 
“ sufficiently  disagreeable  ; but,  when  their  example  has  infected  another 
“ |wirt  of  the  Army,  when  their  want  of  di-cipliue  and  refusal  of  almost 
“every  kind  of  restraint  or  government  have  produced  a like  conduct 
“but  too  common  to  the  whole  a ml  an  entire  disregard  of  that  order 
“and  subordination  necessary  to  the  well-being  of  an  Army,  and  which 
“had  been  inculcated  before,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  our  military  e$- 
“ tablishinent  would  admit  of,  our  condition  becomes  still  more  alarm- 
“ ing;  and,  with  the  d«*vi*ist  concern,  l am  obliged  to  confess  my  want 
“of  confidence  in  the  generality  of  the  troops.”  (General  Washington  to 
the  Pnsidmt  of  //,.*  Cong  re* s,  “ Xew-York,  September  *2,  1776.”) 

“Before  I conclude,  I must  bike  the  liberty  of  mentioning  to  Congress 
“the  great  distress  we  are  in  for  want  of  money.  Two  months’  pay  (and 
“more  to  some  Battalions)  is  uow  due  to  the  troo|*s,  here,  without  any- 
“thing.in  the  Military -chest  to  satisfy  it.  This  occasions  much  dissatis- 
“ faction  and  almost  a general  uneasiuess.  Not  a day  passes  without 
“ complaints  and  the  most  importunate  and  urgent  demands,  on  this 
“head.  As  it  may  injure  the  service  greatly,  and  the  want  of  a reg- 
“ ular  supply  of  Cash  produces  consequences  of  the  most  fatal  tendency, 
“ I entreat  the  attention  of  Congress  to  this  subject,  and  that  we  may 
“be  provided,  as  soon  as  can  be,  with  a sum  equal  to  every  present 
“claim.”  (General  Washington  Uj  the  President  of  the  Congress,  “New- 
“York,  6 September,  1770.”) 

In  his  letter  to  the  Congress,  on  the  eighth  of  September,  the  Gen- 
eral said,  “On  every  side,  there  is  a choice  of  difficulties  ; and  every 
“measure,  on  our  part,  however  painful  the  reflection  i-,  from  experi- 
ence, is  to  be  formed  with  some  apprehension  that  all  our  troops 
“will  not  do  their  duty.”  After  the  experience  of  the  General  had 
be e u made  more  complete,  by  the  cowardice  of  the  troops  at  Kip’s- 
buy,  he  thus  wrote,  also  to  the  Congress,  “We  are  now  » .impe  l,  with 
“the  main  body  of  the  Army,  on  the  ib'ghtsof  Hatioui,  where  1 should 
“hope  the  enemy  would  meet  with  a defeat,  in  case  of  an  Htack,  if  the 
“generality  cf  our  troops  would  hr  h ive  with  tolerable  bravery.  But 
“experience,  to  my  extreme  affli  lion,  has  convinced  me  that  thG  is 
“rather  to  be  wished  for  than  expected.  However,  I trust  that  there 
“are  many  who  will  act  like  men,  and  show  themselves  worthy  of  the 
“blessings  of  freedom.”  (Letter  to  the  Congress,  “ He arteks,  at 
“Colonel  Morris's  :n*isr,  16  September,  1776.”)  On  the  day  after  the 
date  of  the  Return*  of  th-  Army  w hich  are  referred  to  in  the  text,  the 
General  w rote  to  his  brother,  “ the  de|*eudcnce  w hich  the  Congress  have 
“placed  upon  the  Militia  baa  already  greatly  injured  arid,  1 f ar,  will 
**  totally  ruin  pur  cause.  Being  subject  to  no  control,  themselves,  they 
“introduce  disorder  among  th*»  troops  whom  we  have  attempted  to  dis- 
“cipline  ; while  the  change  in  their  living  brings  on  slkuess;  nuil  this 
“caused  an  impatience  to  get  home,  which  spreads,  universally,  and  iu* 
“traduces  aboim liable  desertions.  In  short,  it  is  not  in  tin*  |K»wer  of 
“ words  to  describe  the  ta>k  I have  to  perform.  Fifty  thou-and  j>oumls 
“ would  not  induce  me  again  to  undergo  what  I h ive  *loue.”  (Genera/ 
Washington  In  John  Augustine  Washington,  “Heights  of  HaERIEM,  22 
“September,  1776.”) 
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present  and  fit  for  duty,  including  Colonel  Knox's 
Regiment  of  Artillery,  was  reduced  to  lifi.eo  thou- 
sand, one  htuidred,  and  four;1 *  and  on  t lie  tilth  of 
October,  the  same  rank  and  file,  present  and  lit  for 
duty,  including  the  Artillery,  numbered  only  fourteen 
thousand,  four  hundred,  and  eighty-six,  exclusive  of  I 
seven  skeleton  Regiments  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode 
Island,  forming  two  nominal  Brigades,  each  with  its 
full  complements  of  Officers  and  Start',  in  which  there 
were  nominally  twelve  hundred  and  seventy-five  men,  ; 
present  and  lit  for  duty.  There  was,  also,  a body  of 
Massachusetts  Militia,  “ computed  at  four  thousand, 
“so  scattered  and  ignorant  of  the  forms  of  Jt, -turns  \ 
“that  none  can  be  got;”  and  a Regiment  of  New  , 
Hampshire  Militia  was  posted  at  the  White  Plains  ] 
and  another  at  the  Fishkills,  “under  the  like  circum- 
stances.” - 

While  the  American  Army  was  thus  made  weaker, 

»,  ' day  by  day,  by  the  disaffection  or  the  despair  of  the 
sickly,  despondent,  home-sick,  and  ill-provided-for 
men  who  composed  it — men  who,  in  multitudes  of 
instances,  had  enlisted  either  from  necessity,  occas- 
ioned by  the  prevailing  prostration  of  every  kind 
of  business,  or  because  they  had  been  enforced 
to  do  so,  by  drafts,  or  because  it  had  afforded  oppor- 
tunities for  speculation  and  plunder,  without,  in  | 
either  class,  the  slightest  pretence  to  a care  for  “the 
“ cause  of  America  ” or  to  even  a love  of  country — 
the  Royal  Army,  well-appointed  and  well -officered, 
numbered  upwards  of  thirty  thousand  effective  men, 
exclusive  of  those  who  were  left  for  the  protection  of 
Staten  Island  and  of  those  w ho  were  sick.3  Indeed, 


1 Return  of  Brigade  under  the  immediate  command  of  II  L<  Exe-Uency 
G »•'*(/«  Washington , “Harlem  Heights,  Head-quarters,  September  30, 

“ 17  . 6.” 

- Weekly  Return  of  Liu:  Regiments  of  Horst  and  Foot , under  the  immediate 
command  of  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  “ HaRLEM  I ! i:  i • ; I its.  Or* 

“ tober  5,  1776.” 

General  Lincoln’s  command  can  scarcely  be  regarded,  with  any  pro- 
priety, as  a portion  of  the  main  Army  uur  as  a part  of  the  fighting  force 
cf  any  Army,  since  it  was  sent  fur,  to  perform  police  duty,  to  quiet  the 
apprehensions  of  the  Convention  of  New  York  on  account  of  the  disaf" 
footed,  in  that  State — those  whom  the  Congress-sand  the  Commit  toes 
hud  forced  into  disaffection,  by  the  outrages  which  had  be**n  indicted 
on  them,  in  the  vnin  attempt  to  secure  an  entile  < ouformity  of  political 
opinions  with  the  ojlicod  opinions  of  the  dominant  faction. 

“General  Howe’s  Returns  show  that,  when  In-  * upied  Staten  Island, 
after  the  arrival  of  the  reutfoic  incuts  brought  by  Lord  Iluwo,  guy  on  the 
ninth  of  August,  his  command  numb*  red.  including  liis  officers,  twenty- 
nine  thousand,  three  hundred,  mid  eight,  cf  whom  twenty  four  thousand, 
two  hundred,  and  twenty-seven  were  rank  and  tile,  lit  for  duty,  (lujda 
to  the  Observations  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  William  Mowo,  on  a pamphlet,  en- 
titled Eitcrs to  a Xohh  mun,  Second  Edition,  37.)  Three  days  after  the 
date  of  that  Return,  [Jui/knI  12,  J the  two  fl»a*N,  euti>oyed,  rc*q>  • tively,  by 
Commodore  Hothamand  the  /»’  pulse,  came  info  the  harbor  of  New  York, 
with  the  Guard*  and  the  First  Division  of  the  Hessians,  (G-mpare  />r»i 
George  Germaine's  despatch  to  General  H-are%  da/el,  “Whitehall,  21 
“June,  1776,”  triih  General  Huce's  despatch  t->  Lord  Gc<-rge  Germaine, 
dated  “ St \t kn-Isla n i>,  1"»  August,  1776;  ")  and,  two  days  •mlrequetiM v, 
[Auj/Msf 14,]  Sir  lV-ter  Parker  and  Lord  Dun  more  also  arrived,  (Gener  d 
J Loire  to  Lord  George  Germaine,  “ Statkn-I>l.\NI\  Id  August.  1776.”)  the 
former,  with  what  remained  of  the  forces  which  had  teien  H-nt  to  Vir- 
ginia and  tins  Carolina*,  ‘‘as  well  as  with  Home  Regiments  from  Kl-  rida 
“ and  the  West  Indies,”  (.4mitt«I  Register  for  1776:  History  of  Europe,  | 
*109,)  numbering,  “at  least,  live  thousaud  men,”  ij.nes's  /!•'.  ry  ,f  _V*c  * 


in  Hip  irr:ir»liic  lntigunufo  of  one  of  th**  ino>t  » 1 • * wri* 
trs  of  th.it  period,  nt  the  time  now  uruier  eon-i*!«.r.i- 
: tion  mi  intimate  friend  of  the  master-spirits  of  th» 
Convention  of  New  York,  “The  Briti>h  Army  wa> 
“commaiuletl  by  able  and  experienced  OHieer^:  th 
“ rebel  bv  men  destitute  of  military  skill  or  experience 
“and,  for  the  most  part,  taken  from  mechanic  arts  or 
“the  plough.  The  first  were  possessed  of  the  best 
“ appointments,  and  ot  more  than  they  could  u.>e  ; 
“ and  the  other  of  the  worst,  and  of  less  than  they 
* wanted.  The  one  were  attended  by  the  ablest  >ur- 
44  geo  ns  and  Physicians,  healthy,  and  high-spirited; 
“ the  other  were  neglected  in  their  health,  clothing, 
“ and  pav,  were  sickly,  and  constantly  murmuring 
“and  dissatisfied.  And  the  one  were  veteran  troop-, 
“ carrying  victory  and  conquest  wheresoever  they  were 
“led;  the  other  were  new-raised  and  undisciplined, 
“ a panic-struck  and  defeated  enemy,  whenever  at- 
tacked— such  is  the  true  comparative  difference 
“ between  the  force  sent  to  suppress,  and  that  which 
“supported,  the  Rebellion/7 4 


York  during  th-  li>  ' uf ion  ry  II' ir,  i..  110:)  iln:  bitter,  with  the  refu- 
“ gees  and  blackam- avs  frem  Virginia.”  (//* ••  same,  i.,  103.)  *4  about  a 
44  thousand  more  ” (the  sam  . i..  110.)  The  Second  Division  of  the  Hes- 
sians, the  Sixteenth  Regiment  of  Light  Dragoons,  the  horses  for  remount- 
ing the  Seventeenth  Regiment  of  Dragoous,  the  draught-horses  for  The 
Artillery  and  baggage,  four  hundred  and  two  German  and  not  fir  frutu 
five  hundred  British  re  emits,  and  the  Piince  of  Waldeck's  Regiment  of 
German  troops,  all  of  whom  joined  General  Howe,  while  he  v.  ».s  in 
Wesfcchester-county,  as  we  shall  sec.  hereafter — were  on  their  way  to 
America,  at  the  time  of  which  we  write.  ( Lord  George  Germaine  to  Gen- 
i eral  Home,  “ Whitehall,  21  June,  1776.”)  There  were,  also,  some  iTo- 
vincial  “ Corps,  already  raised,”  of  whom  we  have  seen  no  Return*. 
(General  Hoa  r t"  Lord  George  Germaine , ” StaTEN-IsLaN'D,  10  Augu.-t, 
**  1776,“)  probably  not  strong  in  numbers,  but,  nevertheless,  entitled  to 
notice,  in  this  connection. 

From  these  facts,  it  appears  that  the  entire  force,  present  and  com- 
manded by  General  Howe,  before  be  opened  the  Campaign  on  Long  U- 
land,  was  upwards  of  forty  thousand  men,  exclusive  of  the  Marines  on 
the  several  Fleets,  which  could  have  been  called  ashore,  bud  there  been 
any  necessity  for  their  services.  Only  one  Brigade  of  Hessian?,  a det  i h- 
meut  of  the  Fourteenth  Regiment,  sonic  convalescents,  and  th*  >*»  re- 
cruits which  had  already  arriv.-d,  were  left  on  Staten  Island:  and  the 
Sick-list  was  very  small  ; there  were  no  detachments  on  special  duti-s  ; 
and  there  could  have  been  none  nl  * nt  on  furlough:  it  is  very  dear, 
therefore,  that  when  the  Koval  Army  was  moved  from  Staton  I.-l  mi,  it 
numbered  very  little,  if  any,  less  than  thirty -eight  thousand  effective 
men,  including  its  Officers.  In  the  Battle  uf  Long  Island,  it  was  said  to 
have  lust  only  three  hundred  and  sixty -seven  of  all  classes,  (G- » :r  g H 
to  Lord  George  Gem <oin» , “ N'KWToW  \,  1.  <s  l-l.AM*,  3 Sept..  177*'. 
only  *•  about  ” ni:»  ty-two  were  sai  l t*'  have  been  killed  or  \>v  ».-•  : •! 
llailem.  (Gencixd  J Loire  In  J.>\d  Georg-  G-maine,  “ IIkaI'-qi  mo  ki:>, 
“ Yu uk  Island,  21  S.-pt-mber.  1776  ;”)  the  occupation  of  IVwle's  h k. 
Long  Dland,  and  the  City  <»t  ,\.  w York  requir-d detachments,  of  couv*  ; 
but  there  can  t»e  little  doubt  that  the  Army  which  General  llawe  ic..*\o! 
from Throgg’s-neck  immliered  very  little,  if  any,  less  than  thirty  thous- 
and. OP  ers  and  men,  fit  for  active  service. 

In  confirmation  of  ihi*  estimate  of  the  strength  of  General  Howe's 
command,  in  Westchester-«*ounty,  we  may  be  permitted  to  state  that, 
after  the  arrival  of  the  Secoud  Divisi*»u  of  the  Hessians  and  <*f  tln*>o 
other  reinforcements  tu  which  f.onl  George  Germaine  made  reference, 
already  noticed,  but  with  the  losses  whi*  h it  had  sustained  in  \V»*.-tcln*.*- 
te  tv  county  and  at  l*’ort  Washington  deducted,  on  the  twenty-second  of 
N vembert1776,  ‘ tin  foi  on  tub  General  II  >w  si  mu  I it  i - 
• is>  sai*  1 1«»  have  boon  thirty-* *ne  thousand,  scm.u  hundred,  and  fifty-rive. 
Officers  and  men,  fit  fi  r active  service.  (Repin  t > the  Observation  *»f 
Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  William  Howe,  on  a pamphlet  entitled  Lett*  ra  to  a .'  - 
bleman , 37.) 

4 [doeeph  Gall* »way’s]  Letters  t.-  a S - hi-  rtj  ki. 
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A.-.  «'C  haw  ~ i !.  tii'.'  two  Armies  were  occupied, 
during  .several  n n aft.  r i he  !.'  il  Army  1 1 1 . i to k • • n 
the  City  of  New  York,  in  throw i::4  up  dofoii.M*. <.• 
works — the  American  Army,  on  the  Heights  of  Har- 
lem, to  the  northward  and  eastward  of  the  present 
village  of  Manhattanville,  back,  to  Kingsbridge,  and 
in  the  more  exposed  portions  ot  Westehester-coinity : 
the  Royal  Army,  on  the  Heights  of  Harlem  and  on 
Vandewater’s  Heights,  southward  from  the  village  of 
Manhattanville,  and  thence  to  MeHowan’s-pass.  where 
the  postroad  to  the  northward  and  eastward  descended 
from  the  high  grounds,  forming  the  northernmost 
portion  of  the  present  great  City’s  Central  Park,  to 
the  Ilarlcm-plains,  below *  1 — and  some  time  was,  also, 
necessarily  employed  by  General  Howe,  in  obtaining 
information  concerning  the  face  of  the  country,  in 
the  rear  of  the  positions  .occupied  by  the  American 
Army,  “upon  a supposition  that  the  enemy”  [the 
American  Arm>j~\  “should  remove  from  King's- 
“ Bridge,”  which  information,  thus  sought  in  ad- 
vance of  any  movement  of  the  Army,  was  become 
more  necessary  since  he  had  found  the  Americans 
not  so  well-disposed  to  join  and  to  serve  the  Royal 
Army,  in  the  field,  as  he  had  been  taught  to  expect ; " 
and  because  the  country  referred  to,  the  County  of 
Westchester,  “ was  so  covered  with  wood,  swamps, 
“and  creeks,  that  it  was  cot  open,  in  the  least  cle- 
“ gree,  to  be  known,  but  from  post  to  post  or  from 


1 Vide  page  221,  ante. 

See,  also,  General  Hoo-e  to  Lord  George  Germaine , “Xrw  York 
“Island,  2'>  S'-pt<riib -r,  1770 the  tame  to  the  same,  “Nf.w-Yobk.  30 
“.November,  1770;  ’*  .S; k of  Sir  B’ufiam  ITmce  /v/'.,  ••  a Gnumittec  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  April  20,  1770, — Almou’a  Purlin m ciliary  Register,  _\ii. 
323;  Testimony  of  the  Earl  of  Conucixl lis  before  a Committee  of  the  Home 
of  Common.* , May  0,  1770. — Almon’s  Parliamentary  P.-  y>st>r,  xiii.,  3 ; etc. 

- Vide  wage  212,  ante. 

That  disappointment  was  expressed  to  the  Home  Government,  in  the 
General's  despatch  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  N pie  in  her,  1770,  in  these 
words  : “ We  must  also  have  recruits  from  Europe,  not  finding  the  Amer- 
“ icans  disposed  to  serve  with  arms,  notwithstanding  the  hopes  held  out 
41  to  me,  upon  my  arrival  at  this  post.”  In  his  Sj<eeek  before  a Commit- 
tee of  the  UOttse  of  Commons,  on  the  t'centy-ninth  of  April , 1770,  the  Gen- 
eral repeated  the  expression  of  his  disappointment,  on  that  subject,  in 
these  emphatic  words:  “I  must,  here,  add,  that  I found  the  Americans 
“not  so  well -disposed  t.<  join  us,  and  to  serve,  as  1 had  been  taught  to 
“expect.”  The  careful  student  of  the  history  of  that  period  will  also 
bear  testimony,  in  confirmation  of  what  General  [[owe  thus  wrote  and 
said,  that  the  American-1  those  win*  had  been  per*. -ciued  uud  outra-wd 
because  of  “suspicions ” that  the}  were  “ disaffected,”  mM.w  ithstnndiug 
the  very  reasonable  iiM.-on-  which,  they  had  for  thus  transferring  their 
strength  to  the  Koyal  Army,  generally  remained  at  their  homes,  w it ti 
their  families,  without  voluntarily  taking  up  anus,  in  either  Army  ; and 
that  the  Loyal  Lattalious  were  composed,  almost  exclusively,  of  the 
floating  population,  largely  meu  of  foreign  binh  or  Aiuerkans  w in  so 
immoralities  or  uccesniti*”*  had  induced  them  to  enter  the  service.  The} 
were  relatively  few  in  numbers;  and  hut  for  tin  personal  respectability 
of  those  who  led  them,  their  services  would  have  been  only  nominal. 

We  are  not  unmindful,  in  what  we  have  thus  said,  of  the  great  use  of 
that  loyal  element  which  Joseph  Galloway  mad*:  in  his  very  lawyer-like 
publications;  but  we  have  also  borne  in  min  i,  that  those  publications 
were  made  for  personal  and  partisan  purposes  ; and  that,  like  his  earli*  r 
associates  in  duplicity  and  treachery,  he  was  capable  of  resorting  to  un- 
savory means  fur  the  accomplishment  of  any  given  end  in  which  lie  was 
personally  interested,  justifying  the  employment  of  tin***  means  by  tliu 
character  of  the  promised  end,  un  i boldly  and  unreservedly  doing  evil  in 
order  that  what  ho  was  pleased  to  regard  as  good  might,  therefrom,  lie 
secured. 

: >A 


“ accounts  to  be  collected  from  the  inhabitants,  who 
“sire  entirely  ignorant  of  military  description.’’1  Iri- 
ih-eil,  during  Unit  period,  because  of  the  character  of 
the  country,  in  its  advantages  for  defensive  opera- 
tions, and  because  of  his  great  disappointment,  in  his 
failure  to  receive  the  support,  in  arms,  from  those 
who  were  disaffected,  which  he  had  been  led  to  ex- 
pect, General  Howe,  also,  became  dispirited  and  dis- 
heartened, even  to  t lie  ■ xtent  of  losing  confidence  in 
his  own  abilities  and  in  those  of  his  immense  and 
well-olfieered  and  well-disciplined  command  to  make 
any  further  progress,  during  that  Campaign,  nor 
until  the  arrival  of  heavy  reinforcements,  during  the 
ensuing  Winter  and  Spring.1  General  Howe  had 


3 General  Ifo ice' a Speech  before  a Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
April  20,  1770. 

Iu  his  examiuatiou  l • thro  a Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  on 
the  sixth  of  May,  1"7*J,  the  Earl  of  Cornwallis  testified  that  “the  knowl- 
edge of  the  country  of  Amcri<  i,  !'<>r  military  purposes,  was  extremely 
“dilticult  to  bo  obtained  from  the  inhabitants  ; that  “the  country,  in 
“general,  is  so  covered  with  wood  and  so  favorable  to  ambuscades  that, 
“certainly,  it  was  very  difficult  to  obtuia  a knowledge  of  it  by  recon- 
“ noUeriug ; ” and  that  ho  “ never  saw  a stronger  country  or  one  better 
“ calculated  for  the  defensive.”  In  another  portion  of  his  testimony, 
the  Earl  stated,  “ 1 can  only  say  that  it  is  a very  strong  country,  very 
“ rugged,  very  hilly,  and  very  woody  and  that,  although, 44  by  no  means 
44 equally  so,”  bis  former  description  was  44 applicable,  in  some  degreo, 
*■  t> » all.”  General  Gray,  before  the  same  Committee  and  on  the  same  day, 
testified  that  - the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  in  general,  were  so  very  much 
“against  us  that  they  deserted  the  country  wherever  we  came;  and 
“could  get  no  intelligent  • that  we  could  possibly  depend  on;”  tha. 
“that  part  of  America  w here  I have  been,  is  the  strongest  country  I ever 
“ was  in  It  is  every  where  hilly  and  covered  with  wood,  intersected  by 
44  ravines,  creeks,  and  marshy  grounds;  and  every  quarter  of  a mile,  is 
“a  post  fitted  for  ambuscades.  Little  or  no  know  ledge  could  be  obtained 
“ by  reconnoih  ring : ” and  “ America  is,  ol  all  countries,  the  best  calcu- 
lated for  the  defensive:  everyone  hundred  yards  might  be  disputed, 
“at  least  that  part  of  it  that  I have  seen.” 

During  a visit  which  ho  made  to  us,  at  our  home,  near  the  White 
Plains,  previously  to  the  late  Civil  War,  General  John  E.  Wool,  a vet- 
eran in  the  service  of  tho  United  States,  was  peculiarly  emphatic  con- 
cerning the  natural  capabilities  of  Westchesler-county,  fur  a defensive 
warfare. 

4 “ Upon  the  present  appearance  of  things,  I look  upon  the  further 
“ progress  of  this  Army,  for  the  Campaign,  to  be  rather  precarious,  an 

i “ attack  upon  Rhode  Island  excepted,  which  I would  w illingly  defer, 
“fora  short  time,  in  case  it  should  be  thought  adusildc  to  employ  our 
“whole  force  together.  * 514  * But,  in  my  situation,  1 presume,  1 
“ must  not  risk,  as  u check,  at  this  time,  would  bo  of  infinite  detriment 
“ to  us. 

“The  enemy  is  too  strongly  posted  to  be  attacked,  iu  front;  and  iu- 
“ numerable  difficulties  uro  in  my  way  of  turning  him,  on  either  side, 
“though  his  Army  is  much  dispirited  from  tho  late  success  of  his 
“ Majesty’s  arms;  yet  have  l not  the  smallest  pro.-pe  i ••?  finishing  the 
“contest,  this  Campaign,  nor  until  the.  Rebels  see  preparations,  in  the 
44  spring,  that  may  preclude  ail  thoughts  of  further  resistance  To  this 
“end,  I would  propose  eight  or  ten  liuc-of-buttle  Ships,  to  be  with  usin 
“ February,  with  a number  of  supernumerary  Seamen,  for  manning  boars, 
44  liaving  fully  experienced  tie*  want  of  them,  in  every  movement  we  have 
“made.  Wo  must,  also,  have  recruits  from  Europe,  not  finding  the 
‘‘Americans  disposed  to  serve  with  arms,  notwithstanding  the  hopes 
44  held  out  to  mo,  upon  my  arrival  ut  this  port.”  — [G-iorr.l  II  or?  to  I.  rd 
Ger.nje  Germa,i>o,  44  Xf.w-York  Island,  g'>  September,  1770,”  received  by 
his  lordship,  November  2,  1770.) 

“ With  regard  to  the  knowledge  of  the  country,  so  necessary  to  be  ob- 
“ taint’d  previous  to  tho  movement  from  New-York,  I beg  leave  to  m»  n- 
“ tion  the  difficulties  wo  !abor*  d under,  iu  that  respect,  throughout  the 
44  War.  Tho  countiy  is  so  covered  with  wood,  swamps,  and  creeks,  that 
“it  is  not  open,  in  tho  bast  degree,  tu  be  known  but  from  post  to  i*>st  ur 
“ from  accounts  to  be  coll*-  ted  from  the  iuhabiLuut*,  who  are  entirely 
i “ignorant  of  military  description.  Tht**«.  circumstances  were,  therefore 
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not  learncl  the  more  modern  military  tln-orv  of  “:it- 
“trition,”  no  matter  at  what  eo>t,  nor  wa->  lie  of  the  ' 
same  school  of  polities  as  t hut  in  which  Bute  anil 
Germaine  and  Dptulas  and  Wedderhnrne  and  Jay  , 
and  Duane  and  the  Livingstons  and  the  Morrises 
were  preceptors,  of  high  or  low  degree:  on  the  other 
hand  he  did  not  expose  his  command  where  the 
object  to  be  attained  was  inadequate,1  nor  was  he  1 
inclined  to  visit  the  country,  even  that  portion  of  it 
which  was  antagonistic  to  the  Koval  Array,  with  se- 
verity.'-’ 

Whatever  may  have  inspired  and  encouraged 
him,  notwithstanding  all  whiehs  he  had  previously  1 
said  of  the  “innumerable  difficulties  in  his  way,  ' 
“of  turning  him,”  [“  the  enemy, “on  either  side,” 
and  of  iiis  own,  evidently  well-considered,  appre- 
hensions of  an  unfavorable  result,  should  an  at- 
tempt be  made  to  do  so,  General  Howe  determined 
to  endeavor  to  turn  the  left  flank  of  the  American 
Army,  encamped  on  the  Heights  of  Harlem  and  in 
West ch ester-county,  with  a view  of  compelling  it  to 
abandon  its  very  strong  position  and,  if  possible,  of 
bringing  it  to  action.  As  the  defensive  works,  on  the 
high  grounds  to  the  southward  of  the  Harlem  plains, 
with  the  moderate  detachment  which  he  could  leave, 
for  the  purpose  ofoccupying  them  and  the  other  por- 
tions of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  with  the  further 
protection  which  was  afforded  by  the  Fleet  and  the 
increased  safety  which  had  been  afforded  by  the  cap- 
ture of  the  American  works  at  Potvle’s-hook,  appeared 
to  afford  all  the  protection  which  would  he  necessary, 
there  seemed  to  have  been  little  probability  that 
General  Washington  would  make  any  attempt  tore- 
cover,  or  even  to  raid,  that  City;  and  the  determination 
of  General  Howe  was,  therefore,  a reasonable  one,  and, 
with  such  a force  and  with  such  appointments  as  he, 
then,  controlled,  there  was  a reasonable  probability 
that  it  would  be  attended  with  an  entire  success. 

On  Sunday,  the  fifteenth  of  September,  in  order  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  Americans  from  the  prep- 
arations which  were  being  made,  on  Long  Island,  for 


“ the  cause  of  some  unavoidable  delay,  in  our  movements.  T must,  here, 

“ add  that  I found  the  Amerr;i,,s  not  -o  wcll-dispv:  *i  c • join  u an  i to 
“serve,  tut  I had  been  la  Hit  to  expect ; I tin.  ght  our  farther 
“progress,  for  the  pres,  r.i,  precarious  : and  tl  : . I m'.v  no  prospect  of 
**  finishing  tin-  War,  that  « ampuigu.  These  sentiments  I communicated 
“to  the  Secretary  of  Mate,  i:  the  letters  last  mention''  -.  Gcin.i  :d  j 
Howe’s Speech  before  a C* •/*..  -»  of  ike  lb t use  of  Common*  April  1776.)  : 
1 “The  most  essential  duty  I hud  to  observe  wad,  not  wantonly  to  com-  1 
“ mi t his  Majesty's  troops  wh** re  the  object  was  inadequate.  I knew,  i 
“well,  that  any  considerable  h ■«?  sustained  hy  the  Army  could  not,  i 
“speedily  nor  easily,  bo  repaired.  I also  knew  that  onn  grout  point 
“towards  gaining  the  confidence  of  uu  Army— ami  a Genera!  without  it 
“is  upon  the  most  danger  ms  ground— id  never  to  expose  the  Troops,  i 
“where,  as  l said  before,  the  object  is  inadequate.” — (General  Howt-T 
Speech  before  « Cornmit!??  f t'  e House  of  Commons,  April  1776.) 

s “Although  some  persons  condemn  me  f«>r  having  endeavoured  to  con- 
ciliate liis  Majesty's  rebellious  subjects,  hy  taking  every  means  t*»  | re- 
“vent  the  destruction  of  the  country  instead  of  irritating  them  l»y  a cou- 
“ trary  mode  of  proceeding;  y*t  am  I,  from  many  re  .i-oris,  satisfied,  in  J 
“ my  own  mind,  that  I acted,  in  that  particular,  for  the  benefit  of  the  I 
“ King’s  bi-rvice.” — AJener.!  Howe’s  Speech  brfvre  a < ommiitcr  of  (A,  i 
How-',  of  tvminoH*,  April  ITT.*.) 


the  occupation  of  the  City  of  New  York,  by  the  Roy;!  1 
Army — which  was  successfully  accomplished, later  in 
the  day — the  /‘lunar,  of  forty-four  guns,  and  com- 
manded hv  Captain  Hyde  Parker,  the  Jto< hml:,  >.f 
forty-four  guns,  ami  commanded  by  Captain  Ham- 
mond, and  the  Tartar,  of  twenty-eight  guns,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Onnnany,  each  with  a tender, had 
been  moved  tip  the  lludson-river,  as  Caras  Blooming- 
dale;1  and  they  had  remained  at  anchor,  at  that  place 
alter  the  Royal  Army  had  occupied  that  City,  cover- 
ing the  left  flank  of  the  lines  and  very  effectually 
closing  the  navigation  of  the  lower  portion  of  the 
river,  to  the  Americans.  But,  about  eight  o’clock,  on 
the  morning  of  Wednesday,  the  ninth  of  October, 
they  got  under  way  and  stood,  with  an  easy  southerly 
breeze,  up  the  river.  The  Americans,  with  great 
labor  and  outlay  of  means,  had  constructed  a chtvaur- 
de-fruse,  for  the  protection  of  the  navigation,  above 
Fort  Washington  ; * audit  was  hoped  it  would  have 
intercepted  the  further  passage  of  the  ships  while  the 
batteries,  at  Fort  Washington  and  Fort  Lee,  and  the 
galleys,  which  had  been  stationed  behind  the  chevaur- 
(h-frisc,  played  on  them;  but,  “to  the  surprise  and 
“ mortification”  of  General  Washington  and  his  com- 
mand, they  passed  all  the  obstructions,  “without  the 
“ least  difficulty,  and  without  receiving  any  apparent 
“ damage  from  our  forts,5  though  they  kept  up  a 
“ heavy  fire  from  both  sides  of  the  river.”  fi 


3 fin teral  Washington  to  the  President  of  Congress,  “Head-quarters, 

“at  Colonel  Morris's  house,  10  September,  1770;”  General  Uoire 
t • Lord  George  Germaine,  “ II eaii-QUautbrs,  Mew-Torr,  September  21, 
“ 1770  ;”  The  Se ic- York  Gazette  and  the  Weekly  Mercury,  No.  N:-:w- 

Ygrk,  Monday,  October  I I,  1770. 

General  Heath,  {Memoirs,  60,)  said  these  Ships  were  “sent  up  the 
“river,  as  far  as  Greenwich,”  only,  on  the  fourteenth  of  September. 

4 Doctor  Sparks,  in  his  Writings  of  George  Washington,  (iv.,  30,  r.otc,) 
said  “the  mode  of  constructing  the  chemux-de-frise  was  a contrivance  of 
“ General  Putman's  ; ” and,  in  support  of  that  statement,  he  quoted  from 
a letter  written  by  the  Gen.ral  to  General  Gates,  dated  July  20th,  in 
which  wero  these  words  : “ Wo  are  preparing  chtemix-dc-frise,  at  which 
“ we  make  great  dispatch  by  the  help  of  ships,  which  are  to  be  sunk  : a 
“scheme  of  mine,  which  you  may  be  assured  is  very  simple,  a plan  of 
“which  1 send  you.'* 

Had  not  the  General  s own  words  been  given  in  support  of  the  state- 
ment, wo  should  have  supposed  the  l>octor  had  mistaken  the  General  for 
Colonel  Kufus  Putnam,  who  was  an  Engineer:  and  the  more  so,  since 
even  the  mo-t  zealous  of  the  General's  biographers  and  eulogists  are 
silent,  on  this  subject.  IV-siblv,  hov.  ever,  that  silence  may  be  *u  ount-d 
fur,  from  G.  • result  of  the  prufotioual  stupidity  • l the  Erigin-  < r,  ah  *v 
soever  ho  may  have  been. 

*»  In  this  instance,  General  Washington  was  mist  ikon,  sin^e  the  “ships 
“suffered  much,  in  their  masts  and  rigging;*’  and  Captaiu  Parker  sub- 
sequently reported  that  the  l*ha  nix  lost  a Midshipn  iu,  two  Se  men  I 
one  Servant  killed,  and  a iVutswain,  a Carpenter,  eight  .Seamen,  a Ser- 
vant, a t gro  Man,  and  a private  .Maiine,  wounded;  that  the  1 ■ ' "•  '■ 
lost  a Lieut on  iut,  a MiiMiipman,  and  two  Seamen,  killed,  and  a M l* 
slupniau,  two  Seamen,  and  a Corporal  of  Marines,  wounded:  and  that  the 
2 ertar  lost  a M idshij  man,  killed,  and  a Lieutena nt  of  Marin-  - v\  Hindi  1. 
— (fi  ju‘il  i f the  Killed  ami  Wounded,  on  board  Hi*  Majesty'*  Ship*  p -** 
ing  the  r*iUcri»s,  th ■ . f/i  of  October,  1770.) 

See,  also,  Admiral  Lord  Howe's  despatch  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, “ Eaglk  off  Nf.w-York,  November  2d,  177**.' ’ 

* General  Washington  to  the  Ona/rest,  “Heights  of  Harlem,  7 
‘ her,  1776,”  postscript,  dat'  d “October  6th  ; ” Linden  T *» 

Tilyhinan  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  “ II  e \p-qi  akter-,  II  vfu.em-11  ugh  ■ 

l0  Octr,  1776 G l i s - 1 • 1 

“ lU  Or tolur,  1776  ; ” The  Se  '•*  1 rk  < m :e*Je  an  l the  ll  kly  M-'  ,,rV.  s 
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It  wouhl  not  have  been  very  apparent  how  these 
vessels  eoul.l  have  puss  ■<!  >n<-lx  seemingly  l‘  rmhl.ible 
obstructions,  “without  the  least  dilliculty,”  nor  for 
what  especial  reason  General  Washington  was  “ sur- 
“ prised  and  mortified,”  when  such  a passage  had  been 
successfully  aconiplished,  had  not  General  George 
Clinton,  who  commanded  the  Militia  of  the  State 
who  had  been  called  out  for  the  reinforcement  of  the 
Continental  Army,  at  Kingsbridge,  informed  the 
Convention  that  the  ships  had  “ passed  by,  in  shore,  : 
“East  of  our  obstructions  in  the  river"* 1 — that  the  ! 
deep  waters  of  the  river,  in  shore,  immediately  around 
the  point  which  juts  into  the  river,  at  that  place,  had 
been  left  entirely  unprotected— a fact  which  reli  cts 
very  little  credit  on  tlie  skill  or  the  forethought  of  either 
the  Engineer  or  those  who  were  employed  in  build- 
ing the  obstructions,  especially  since  the  J ‘/uni i. i and 
the  Hose  and  their  respective  tenders  had  passed  the 
same  obstructions,  in  the  same  way,  on  the  eighteenth 
of  August,  after  the  galleys  and  the  fireships  had  1 
rendered  their  longer  stay,  in  the  waters  of  the 
Hudsou-river,  both  unprofitable  and  hazardous.2 

After  the  vessels  had  passed  the  obstructions,  they 
ran  up  the  river  as  far  as  Dobbs's-ferry,  where  they 
again  cast  anchor.  On  their  passage  up  the  river,  they 
captured  two  or  three  small  river-craft — one  of  them 
loaded  with  Rum,  Sugar,  Wine,  etc.— and  sunk  a sloop 
which  had  on  board  a machine  invented  bv  Mr. 
Bushnell,  for  blowing  up  the  British  Fleet;1 *  Two 
new  ships,  purchased  for  the  further  obstruction  of 
the  channel  of  the  river,  were  driven  ashore,  near 
Yonkers — one  of  them  was  afterwards  recovered,  how- 
ever, by  a party  of  men  whom  General  Clinton  sent 
from  Kingsbridge,  for  that  purpose  and  two  galleys, 
which  had  been  stationed  near  the  obstructions,  were 
also  driven  ashore,  near  Dobbs’s-ferry,  and  captured 
by  the  enemy.5  While  the  ships  were  at  anchor,  off 


130:},  New- York,  Monday,  October  14,  177G  ; The  Freeman \s  .Journal  and 
Sew- Hampshire  Gazette , Volume  1,  Number  27,  Portsmouth,  Tuesday, 
November  “2G,  1770;  The  Pennsylvania  Journal,  No.  1767,  Puii.ADEr.ini 
Wednesday,  October  16,  177G;  Sauthier's  Plan  of  the.  Ch'ieratuau  of  the 
Kinf  s Army  under  the  command  of  General  S*  Williams  JJo ire,  K.  in  ■ 
York  and  Fast  Sew  Jersey,  Kd.  Loudon  : 1777 — opposite — ; M-  moo  •> 
of  General  Heath,  68  ; etc. 

1 General  Geary-  Clinton  to  the  Conventa/a,  “King’.*'  BqrPGk.  1 ) • *■  - 
“tober,  1“76.M 

- Vide  page  2lG,  ante. 

3 Che  lute  Charles  J.  Hush  null,  of  New  York,  v.  11  known  among  nu- 
mismatists ami  antiquaries,  was  of  the  same  family  as  the  .Mr.  Bu.'lmell 
referred  to,  in  the  text;  and  he  gathered,  with  gn-at  labor  and  much  : 
cost,  everything  which  was  known  to  exist,  concerning  that  earh  in- 
ventor. The  only  description  of  the  machine  for  destroying  v-^els  at 
anchor,  invented  by  him  and  destroy'  d by  the  enemy  w liom  if  was  in- 
tended to  annoy,  as  far  as  we  have  knowledge,  may  be  seen  in  the  .l/t- 
rnoim  of  General  Heath,  69. 

* We  have  some  reasons  for  supposing  that  both  those  8hijw%  were 
saved  ; although  no  direct  evideure  appears  that  more  than  one  of  them 

was  brought  off.  Sec,  however,  Lieutenant-colonel  Ti'ghman  to  ' ral 

Heath,  “II  KAD-Ql’A  KTEKS,  October  9,  1770;’’  Gdoo-l  peed  to  the  same, 

* ‘ October  9,  1770;*'  General  Putnam  to  the  same,  4 * Wednesday,  noon  ; ’ 
Pieutenant-coloucl  J'dyhman  ta  Hubert  11.  Licina/iton,  ‘*  llEAD-oUAUrEKs, 

“ Harlem  Heights,  October  10,  177G;''  etc. 

& Lieutenant*  Putnam  and  Cleaves  to  General  Washington,  “North 


Dobbs’s-ferry,  a bout’s  crew  was  sent  ashore,  and  sig- 
nalized its  presence  by  plundering  a store,  and  by 
staving  the  casks  and  setting  the  building  on  lire  ; 
but  the  fire  was  extinguished  by  the  Americans,  after 
the  enemy  had  returned  to  his  boat.6 

The  movement  of  the  ships,  up  the  river,  and  the 
consequent  control  of  the  latter,  notwithstanding  the 
obstructions  on  which  so  much  dependence  had  been 
rested,  very  promptly  called  forth  the  entire  energies 
of  General  GeorgeClinton7  and  General  Heath,®  both  ot 
them  in  Westelicster-county,  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  effecting  a landing  and  for  the  protection  ot  the 
property  which  was  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  his 
tenders  and  boa's  ; and.  of  course,  the  vigilant  Com- 
mander-in-chief immediately  despatched  an  express 
to  tin1  Convention,  that  notice  might  be  immediately 
communicated  to  General  James  Clinton,  command- 
ing the  forts,  in  the  Highlands,  putting  him  on  his 
guard,  and  directing  that  precautions  should  be  taken 
to  prevent  the  river-craft  from  falling  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy — the  General  was  not  informed  ot  the 
destination  of  the  ships  nor  of  the  purposes  of  the 
movement;  but  he  was  not,  apparently,  very  much 
alarmed,  and  supposed,  only,  that  they  were  sent  to 
\ cut  oft’ the  communication  of  the  American  Army,  by 
; water,  to  the  northward  ; “ probably  to  gain  recruits 
j and  to  close  the  supplies  of  the  Americans,  especially 
those  of  Boards,  for  the  construction  of  Barracks, 


“ltlVER,  October  9,  1776;“  General  George  Clinton  to  the  Convention, 

*'  King’s  Bridge,  10  October,  1776  ;”  The  Philadelphia  Evening  Post,  Vol- 
ume *2,  Number  270,  Frnr.ADEi.PHiA,  Saturday,  October  12,  1776;  The 
[\nmojlcauia  Journal,  No.  li  67.  Philadelphia,  October  16,  177G  ; Me- 
71/ oi  s nf  General  Heath,  68,  69. 
a Memoirs  of  General  Heath,  69. 

Among  the  incidents  of  1776,  Bolton  related  the  following  ; “Upon 
“the ‘Jell  of  October,  a body  of  1100  British  troops  embarked  on  board 
“Imttcanx  at  Peck-kill  and  the  same  night  proceeded  to  Tarrytown, 
“ where  they  landed  at  daybreak,  and  occupied  the  heights  adjoining.” 
— (If i story  of  Wtstrhesfj  r-conuty,  second  edit.,  i.  348.) 

Although  the  historian  lias  referred  to  “ Gaine  s Weekly  Alcrcnnj,"  * 
as  his  authority,  we  have  failed  to  find  the  slightest  evidence,  anywhere, 
that  such  a movement  as  he  has  thus  described  was  really  made ; and 
with  the  best  of  evidence,  accessible  to  every  one,  that  there  were  no 
British  troops  in  Wes  tch  ester-county,  until  several  days  after  the  date 
referred  to,  nor,  then,  within  many  miles  from  Peekskill,  we  dismiss  the 
statement  as  something  e!>"  than  History. 

“ General-  Clinton  sent  out  the  detachment  of  troops  which  rescued  one 
> f th"  shij  which  wont  driven  ashore,  uear  Yonkers.—  {Central  G\orge 
C 1 ntmi  !■<  the  Convention,  “ Krxo*<  Bridge,  in  October,  177* 
s General  Heath  ordered  < oloncl  Sargent,  with  five  hundred  Infantry 
and  forty  Cavalry ; Captain  Horton,  of  the  Artillery,  with  two  twelve- 
pounders  ; and  Captain  Crafts,  with  a howitzer,  to  march,  immediately 
and  with  all  possible  expedition,  to  Dobbs's-ferry  ; and  the.  entire  Divis- 
ion was  formed,  in  order  of  battle,  and  “moved  down,  over  the  different 
“grounds  which  it  was  supi>oscd  might  he  the  scene  of  action.*’ — 
inoirn  of  General  IKatli,  6'*  ) 

See,  also,  General  Heaths  Orders  to  Colonel  Sargent,  “ King's  Bridge, 

' “ October  9,  1776  ; '*  David  How’s'  Hiary,  October  9,  1776  ; Colonel  S r- 
gent  to  G>  netal  II  ath%  “ Half  past  two  o'clock  at  uighf,  DoUit's  FERRY, 
ktober  10,  177U ; * l H tk’tt  it  ■ , “Kino’s 

*•  Bridge,  October  in,  1776  ;“  etc. 

* We  have  not  found  a til-*  of  Guim  'n  A*  w-  York  Gazette  and  the  Weekly 
Mercury  of  the  latter  portion  of  1776  ; and  the  well-informed  Mr  Kelbv, 
of  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  informs  us  that  such  a tile  is  not 
known  to  him,  anywhere. 


. 
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which  it  should  have  received,  at  an  earlier  day,  and 
of  which  it  was  in  great  need.' 

The  enemy’s  Squadron  got  under  way,  again,  dm-  ; 
ing  the  evening,  and  sailed  up  the  river,  as  far  us 
Tarrytown  ; where  it  anchored,  and  remained  during 
the  entire  period  which  was  occupied  by  those  stirring 
and  momentous  events  of  which  their  own  movement, 
up  the  Hudson-river,  was  the  earlier  portion.2 

When  the  information  of  that  movement  of  the 
enemy's  ships  reached  the  Committee  of  Safety,  at 
Fishkill,  it  was,  evidently,  very  much  alarmed  ; but, 
with  that  promptitude  which  the  emergency  de- 
manded, it  immediately  ordered  three  hundred  of 
the  Militia  of  Ulster-county  to  he  sent  down,  without 
any  delay,  to  Peekskill,  “ well  armed  and  accoutred, 
“and  with  three  days’ provisions that  a sullicient  j 
number  of  the  Militia  of  Orange-county,  below  the  j 
mountains — now  Itockland-eounty — should  be  called 
out  for  the  due  protection  of  that  portion  of  the 
western  bank  of  the  river,  and  one  hundred  from  the 
Militia  of  the  same  County,  above  the  mountains, 
should  he  called  out  and  sent  to  Peekskill,  with  three 
days’  provisions;  that  all  the  Rangers  which  had  been 
enlisted  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  Ulster- 
county  should  be  marched  to  Fishkill,  evidently  for 
the  purpose  of  holding  the  more  violent  of  the  di- af- 
fected, in  Duchess-county,  in  check;  and  it  also  sent 
expresses  to  General  Schuyler,  commanding  the  | 
Northern  Army,  and  to  General  George  Clinton,  at 
Kingsbridge,  declaring  its  helplessness  and  begging 
“ the  most  speedy  succour.”  It  also  wrote  a letter  to 
General  Washington,  in  which  the  condition  of  the 
country  was  thus  described  ; “Nothing  can  be  more 
“ alarming  than  the  present  situation  of  our  State. 
“We  are  daily  getting  the  most  authentic  intelli- 
“ gence  of  bodies  of  men,  enlisted  and  armed,  with  ; 

0 > I 

“orders  to  assist  the  enemy.  We  much  fear  that  j 
“ those,  co-operating  with  the  enemy,  will  seize  such 
“ passes  as  will  cut  off  all  communication  between  the 
“Army  and  us,  and  prevent  your  supplies.  We  ; 
“ dare  not  trust  any  more  of  the  Militia  out  of  this  j 
“ County,  [Duchess.}  We  have  called  for  some  aid 
“ from  the  two  adjoining  ones  ; but  beg  leave  to  sug- 
“ gest  to  your  Excellency  the  propriety  of  sending  a 
“body  of  men  to  the  Highlands  or  Peekskill,  to 

1 General  W’axh imjton  to  the  Continental  Conjees*,  “ Heights  or  Haf.r- 
“ j.km,  7 October,  17711, “ postscript  dated,  “ (.<>  tuber  iJth  ; " ti>-.  suin'.  to 
General  Schuyler,  “Head-quarters,  IIaklk.m  Heights,  October  10, 

“ 1770/ ’ 

• Licnt/'uant-coh'mel  Tiljhtn <ui  to  the  Convention,  “ Head-quarters, 

IJ  a ri.  EM -II  Elc  jits,  October  10,  177(1  ; ” (.'of  on  el  Sargent  to  General  Heath % 

“ Half-past  two  o'clock  at  night,  Pobh's  Fluky,  (>ctol»cr  lo,  1776; 
Colonel  Ann  Hairkex  l [ay  to  the  Convention,  “ Ha\  kustkaw,  October  1<>, 
“1770  ;“ 

* It  is  very  evident  that  this  letter  was  written  at  half-past  two  o’clock 
in  the  morning  of  the  tenth  of  October,  Miif«  if  was  received,  sit  King’s 
Bridge,  and  answered,  l>y  (ieiieml  Heath,  on  that  day  ; and  the  Colonel 
and  his  command,  pursuant  to  OnU  rn  thus  conveyed,  countermarched  to 
King's  Bridge,  where  they  arrived  “ At  Ni_ht,  ' of  t lie  same  day.  — ((»>«»■- 
nil  Heath1*  Order*  to  Colonel  Sargent,  “ Kings  Bui  due,  October  b»,  1776 
David  How’s  Diary,  10  October,  1776;  Alrmoir  of  Gen -ml  Heath,  \ i 


COUNTY. 

“secure  the  passes,  prw  i nt  in  iirre'-timi-.  and  • v. 
“awe  the  disatlci  ted.  Wc  >upp<>-c  your  Ewelli  :, 

“ lias  taken  the  necessary  steps  to  pi  event  their  ..n 
“ing  of  any  men  from  the  ships,  should  they  h<  ... 

“ inclined,  as  no  reliance  at  all  can  he  placed  on  the 
“Militia  of  Westchester-county.” 3 Two  days  after- 
wards, Robert  It.  Livingston,  himself  a member  of 
the  Committee  of  Safety  and  present  when  the  letter 
from  which  we  have  quoted  was  written,  addressed  a 
personal  letter,  appealing  to  General  Washington  to 
do,  for  the  protection  of  the  Highlands — behind 
which  all  the  immense  estates  of  the  Livingston  family 
were,  then,  very  securely  situated — and  for  that  of 
the  State,  what  he,  therein,  elaborately  described  ; 
although  lie  must  have  known,  when  it  was  written, 
that  General  'Washington  could  not,  possibly,  comply 
with  a single  one  of  the  many  requests  which  that 
letter  contained.4 

In  the  same  connection,  and  in  order  that  the 
reader  may  understand  the  temper  of  the  great  body 
of  the  people,  beyond  the  limits  of  Duchess  and 
Westell  ester- conn  ties,  we  tind  room  for  the  reply  of 
the  Colonel  commanding  the  Militia  of  Orange- 
j county,  below  the  mountains,  to  the  requisition  which 
I was  made,  by  the  Committee  of  Safety,  for  nun 
enough  to  protect  that  portion  of  the  western  bank 
of  the  river,  to  which  reference  lias  been  made.  It 
was  in  these  words:  “We  are  in  daily  expectation  of 
“their”  [the  skips]  “proceeding  up  the  river;  and  I am 
“sorry  to  inform  the  Committee  of  Safety  that,  should 
“they  attempt  to  land  with  one  barge,  I cannot  coin- 
“ in  and  a force  sufficient  to  prevent  their  penetrating 
“the  country.  I have  exerted  myself  to  mu>ter  the 
“Militia,  but  have  not  been  able  to  raise  a guard  of 
“more  than  thirty-eight  men  of  my  Regiment,  at  one 
“time,  at  Nyack.5  The  wood-cutters  employed  by 
“order  of  General  Heath  have  been  with  me,  but 
“have  received  orders  to  proceed  in  cutting  wood  for 
“the  Army;  and  I have  not,  at  present,  hut  eleven 
“men  to  guard  the  shore  between  Yordudigo  Hook 
“and  Stony  Point.6  In  this  situation,  I leave  the 
“Committee  of  Safety  to  determine  what  can  be  ex- 
pected from  me,  in  a way  of  opposition. 

“My  whole  Regiment  consist.-' of  hut  three  hundred 
“men  : most  of  them  are  without  arms,  they  having 
i “been  taken  lor  the  Continental  troops.  Most  of  m v 
men  refuse  to  attend  the  service,  though  repeatedly 

Journal  of  the  Commit/- e of  Stifety,  “ Thursday  afternoon,  Octor.  10, 

| ‘'ITT.',” 

i * Robert  h.  Livingston  to  General  H ashington,  “Fishkill,  12  October. 

•‘‘As  the  ships  were  anchored  off  Nyack  us  well  ns  off  Tarrytown,  those 
i villages  being  exactly  opposite,  the  former  on  the  western  and  th ••  bitter 
l on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river,  and  as  two  bruits’  crews  had  mad?  an 
j attempt  to  go  ashore,  ut  Nyack,  on  the  preceding  Sunday,  it  will  l*» 
i why  the  Colonel  mentioned  Nyack,  especially,  in  his  despatch  to  th* 

| Committee  of  Safety, 

0 The  shore-line  thus  descrilmd  includes  the  **ntire  western  bank  of  that 
j portion  of  the  Hud^mriver  which  is  known  as  Haveotraw  Bay,  ext  end - 
| ing  from  a short  distance  above  Nyack  to  within  a short  distance  fn-in 
‘ the  southernnn*'jr  entrance  into  the  Highlands. 
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• Many  reasons  arc  assigned  fi>r  this 

•’■•■M-riii ,n  of  the  service,  such  as,  that  tlie  troop-  last 
’■  raised  were,  by  the  Convention,  expressly  levied  tor 
‘‘the  purpose  of  protecting  the  shore;  that  this  in- 
duced many  of  their  people  to  nlist,  hut  they  have 
“ been  drawn  off  from  the  immediate  defence  of  their 
wives,  children,  and  property,  to  guard  the  eastern 
“shore  of  the  river,  contrary  to  their  expectations. 
“Others  declare  that  if  they  leave  their  business, 
“their  families  must  starve,  as  they  have  all  their 
“Corn  and  Buckwheat  to  secure,  and  have  been  so 
“called  off,  during  the  Summer,  by  the  public 
“troubles,  as  not  to  have  been  able  to  put  in  the 
“ground,  any  Winter  Grain,  and  would,  therefore,  as 
“leave  die  by  the  sword  as  by  famine.  A third  set,  ! 
“and  the  most  numerous,  declare  that  the  Congress 
“ have  rejected  all  overtures;  for  a reconciliation,  in- 
consistent with  Independency;  that  all  they  desire 
“is  peace,  liberty,  and  safety;  and  that  if  they  can 
“procure  that,  they  are  contented.”  1 

It  will  be  seen,  from  this  official  statement,  that 
there  were  other  Alii itia  than  that  of  Westchcster- 
countyon  whom  “no  reliance  at  all  could  be  placed,” 
in  that  hour  of  extreme  danger;  and,  when  t ken 
into  consideration,  in  connection  with  the  facts  that 
the  Counties  of  Richmond,  Kings,  Queens,  and  Suf- 
folk had  returned  to  their  allegiance  to  the  King; 
that  Duchess-county  was  in  open  and  armed  opposi- 
tion to  the  Convention,  and  was  kept  in  subjection 
only  by  the  occupation  of  the  County  and  the  support 
of  the  few  friends  of  the  Convention  who  lived  there, 
by  five  hundred  armed  men,  drawn  from  Connecticut; 
and  that  the  Manorof  Livingston,  including  the  whole 
of  tire  lower  portion  of  Albany-countv,  was  almost 
entirely  “disaffected,”  Colonel  Hay’s  exposition  of 
the  temper  of  the  farmers  of  Orange-county  very 
clearly  established  the  fact  that  “ disaffection  ” was 
not  peculiar  to  the  farmers  of  Westchester-county ; 
and  that  the  Declaration  of  Independence  had  not 
been  received  with  any  favor,  by  the  greater  number 
of  the  inhabitants  of  New  York. 

The  purposes  of  the  enemy,  in  sending  the  Ph-cni.e 
a.. 1 her  consorts  up  the  Hudson-river  and  in  anchor- 
ing them  off  Tarrytown,  as  we  have  seen,  were  var- 
iously interpreted  by  General  Washington  and  the 
Committee  of  Safety ; -and  they  have  continued  to 
receive  the  scattered  attention  of  those  who  have 
written  on  the  subject,  to  this  day.2  But,  while  the 


1 Colonel  Ann  JUairbs  Hay  to  the  Convention,  “ IIay f.iistka  w,  Oct  or. 
“ lb,  177G” 

-Marshall,  {Life  of  George  Washington , Kd.  Philadelphia:  1$A4,  ii., 
495, 4%,)  very  accurately,  stilted  the  object  of  the  movement  w;is  to  se- 
cure to  General  Howe  the  possession  of  the  North-river  al*.  ve  Kings- 
bridge,  without,  however,  stating  more  than  that.  Sparks,  ( I.'fenf  (,'■  urge 
Washi.njt'  m,  Kd  1?<  .-Mon  : 1'Ji,)  said  they  “secured  a free  jmsstge  to 

“ the  Highlands,  tin  reby  j reventing  any  supplies,  from  ix tiling  *>  the 
“ American  Army,  by  water.”  Hildreth,  i History  of  the  United  Staten, 
iii.,  1 a-!,)  siid,  only,  they  “cut  off  all  supplies  from  the  country.  South 
“ and  Went  of  that  river,"  the  Hudson.  Bancroft,  {History  jf  CuiUd 
Stnti original  edition,  i x . , 171  : the  same,  centenary  edition,  v , 4d0.) 


surmises  of  General  Washington  and  those  of  the 
Convention  were  thrown  out  before  the  ships  had 
reached  the  anchorage-ground  to  width  they  had 
been  ordered  and,  therefore,  before  either  their  des- 
tination or  the  purposes  for  which  they  had  been 
ordered  to  move  up  to  Tarrytown  were  definitely 
made  known  to  any  one,  except  to  their  own  Officers, 
there  is  no  evidence  whatever,  in  the  subsequent 
conduct  of  those  ships,  to  give  the  slightest  weight  to 
any  of  those  earlier  surmises,  no  matter  by  whom 
originated;  and  the  direction  in  which  the  alarm  of 
the  Commander-in-chief  and  the  Convention  trended, 
in  the  light  afforded  by  immediately  subsequent 
events,  was,  certainly,  not  the  right  one — the  ships 
certainly  made  no  attempt  to  renew  the  previously 
unsuccessful  attempt  to  give  countenance  and  sup- 
port. for  military  purposes,  to  the  disaffected  farmers 
of  Westchester-county:  they  certainly  made  no  at- 
tempt whatever  to  seize  the  forts  in  the  Highlands 
and  to  occupy  the  water  communication  through  the 
Highlands:  and  there  is  not  the  slightest  evidence 
that  they  effected  or  attempted  to  effect  combinations 
with  anybody,  on  shore,  for  any  purpose  whatever. 
Had  their  purpose  been  to  cut  off  the  supplies  of  the 
American  Army,  as  some  have  supposed  and  stated — 
a project  which  would  have  been  unnecessary,  if  the 
American  Army  was  to  be  obliged  to  abandon  its 
strong  position,  near  Kingsbridge,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  falling  on  its  rear — the  ships  would 
not  have  anchored  at  so  great  a distance  from  the 
American  lines ; nor  would  they  have  chosen,  as 
their  station,  the  widest  part  of  the  river,  at  that 
place  quite  three  miles  wide,  of  which  two-thirds  or 
more  are  shoal-water,  over  which  the  small  river-craft 
could  pass  and  re-pass,  with  impunity;  while,  within 
four  miles,  equally  good  anchorage  grounds  could 
have  been  found,  equally  safe  from  interference  from 
the  Americans,  less  exposed  to  the  heavy  winds  of  the 
season,  which  would  have  required  not  more  than  one- 
half  the  extent  of  guard-dutv,  and,  at  the  same  time, 

\ which  would  have  been  equally  effective,  for  the  pur- 
pose named.  Had  the  purpose  been,  as  others  have 
supposed,  to  have  obstructed  the  retreat  of  the  Amer- 
ican Army  and  the  removal  of  its  stores  and  heavv 
! guns,  by  water,  it  is  equally  strange  that  the  place 
i which  was  designated  for  the  anchorage  of  the  ships 
j was  situated  not  far  from  ten  miles  above  the  Ameri- 
I can  lines,  within  which  General  Washington  held  au 
I 

referred  to  nothing  oise  than  to  the  I%nnU  and  the  Jloefao.  it  and  the  ten- 
ders ; and,  very  cautiously,  for  reasons  which  are  not  unknc  \vn  to  ti«,  he 
said  nothing  whatever  concerning  the  purposes  of  the  expedition.  T r- 
ving,  {Life  of  Washington,  Kd.  New  York:  ii.?  do7-:»7;.l  in  the 

, most  carefully  prewired  description  of  all,  with  a grave  error  in  h is  de- 
1 scriptiou  of  the  passage  of  the  shi| s through  the  ol»striutioiis,  and 
another  in  making  Generul  M'H’diingt  n do  what  was  I y General 

1 Heath,  recited  all  the  surmises,  of  ih-  inhabitants  an  l others,  concern- 
ing the  object  of  the  movement,  without  pretending  to  offer  any  of  Lis 
own. 

No  other  writer  of  the  history  of  that  period  has  noticed  the  subject, 
' notwithstanding  its  great  importance. 
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undisputed  line  of  communication  with  New  Jits ry, 
protected  by  the  cutis  of  both  Fort  Washington  at  1 
Fort  Lee,  over  which,  if  adversity  had  overtaken  him, 
he  could  have  securely  retreated.  For  these  reasons, 
and  with  the  knowledge  which  all  the  events  of  that 
period  in  which  that  particular  Squadron  was  con- 
cerned, has  imparted,  we  have  seen  no  reason  for  con- 
curring with  those  who  have  already  written  concern- 
ing the  purposes  of  General  Howe,  in  the  removal  of 
the  Squadron  which  had  covered  the  left  flank  of  his 
lines,  from  its  anchorage,  off  Bloomingdale,  to  a dis- 
tant anchorage,  off  Tarry  town,  when  he  had  no  fur- 
ther use  for  it,  at  the  former  station,  and  expected  to 
make  it  useful,  for  the  same  purpose,  in  the  l-atter; 
aud,  at  the  same  time,  from  the  best  evidence  which 
we  have  been  able  to  control,  we  have  formed  an  opin- 
ion, concerning  those  purposes,  which  di tiers  from 
all  those  to  which  we  have  referred  and  of  all  of 
which  we  have  heard.  That  opinion  may  be  thus 
stated  : when  preparations  were  being  made  by  Gen- 
eral Howe,  for  the  military  occupation  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  before  any  movement  for  that  purpose 
was  actually  made,  these  ships  were  moved  up  the 
Hudson-river,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  island,  for 
the  purpose,  as  General  Howe  subsequently  informed 
the  Home  Government,  of  drawing  the  attention  of 
the  Americans  to  that  side,  while  the  real  operations 
were  to  be  made  on  the  other  side.  In  short,  the 
movement,  on  that  occasion,  was,  primarily,  a feint; 
but  it  had  served,  also,  to  command  the  lower  por- 
tion of  the  river  ; to  prevent  the  retreating  Americans 
from  removing  their  stores  or  heavy  guns,  from  the 
City  to  lviugsbridge,  by  water;  aud,  therefore,  to 
throw  into  the  hands  of  the  Itoyal  Army,  both  stores 
and  guns  which  the  Americans  could  ill-afford  to 
lose.  Subsequent  to  the  establishment  of  the  former, 
in  the  City  of  New  York,  the  Squadron,  at  its  an /bor- 
age, oft'  Bloomingdale,  had  effectually  covered  the 
left  flank  of  the  enemy’s  lines,  which,  without  such  a 
protection,  would  have  been  negligently  exposed  to 
the  well-known  enterprise  of  the  Americans;  and,  as 
far  as  we  have  seen  it,  there  is  not  the  slightest  evi- 
dence that  the  Squadron  had  been  engaged  in  any 
other  service.  At  the  time  now  under  notice,  Gen- 
eral Howe  was  again  preparing  to  move  his  great 
command,  at  that  time,  by  \*ay  of  the  Sound,  into 


; 


I 
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Westchester-couuty  ; and  he  did  no  more,  concern- 
ing that  Squadron,  in  that  connection,  than  he  had 
done,  in  the  former  instance,  when  he  had  moved 
that  command  from  Long  Island  to  the  City  of  New 
York — he  caused  it  to  he  moved  further  up  the  river, 
evidently,  again,  in  order  “to  draw  the  enemy’s”  ! 
[ (he  Americans ’]  “attention  to  that  side,”  while  he 
arid  his  command  should  effect  a landing,  on  the 
other  side  of  the  County,  with  lesser  opposition  and 
difficulty  ; and  it  is  not  improbable,  in  view  of  the 
recognized  purposes  of  General  Howe,  in  proposing 
to  move  his  command  into  Westehestcr-eounty,  that  j 
it  was  expected,  also,  to  cover  that  think  of  the  Army,  1 


in  whatever  operations  it  should  become  one:,.  : 
within  flint  County.  We  believe  that  thc.-e  v.  r i] 
only  purposes  for  which  the  Squadron  wa-  moved  - 
the  river  ; and  we  also  believe  that,  for  the  purpo.-ent 
a feint,  the  movement  was,  again,  an  entire  success : be- 
cause of  the  subsequent  movements  of  the  two  Armies, 
it  was  not  required  for  any  other  purpose. 

Having  detached  two  Brigades  of  British  and  one 
Brigade  of  Hessian  troops,  the  whole  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant-general  Earl  Percy,  to  occupy 
the  exterior  lines,  on  the  high  grounds  to  the  south- 
ward of  the  Harlem-plain,  for  the  protection  of  the 
City  of  New  York,1  and  another  Brigade  of  British 
troops  to  garrison  the  City  itself,2  “all  previous  arrange- 
“ ments,  having  been  made,”  early  ou  the  morning  of 
Saturday,  the  twelfth  of  October,  the  first  detachment 
of  the  forces  designated  for  that  purpose,  under  the 
personal  command  of  General  Howe,  embarked,  at 
Kip’a-bay,3  in  the  City  of  New  York,  in  flat-boats, 
batteaux,  etc.;  and.  having  passed  through  Hell- 
gate,  landed — the  Cary*fort,  frigate,  having  been  so 
placed  that  she  could  cover  the  descent — about  nine 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  on  Throgg’s-neek,  in  the 
Borough  Town  of  Westchester,  in  Westche^ter- 
countyA 

It  was  an  exceedingly  foggy  morning;3  and,  from 
the  fact  that  General  Washington  made  no  allusion 
to  the  enemy’s  movement,  in  letters  written  hv  him, 
on  that  day,  respectively,  to  the  President  of  the  Con- 
gress and  to  Governor  Cooke,  of  Rhode  Island,  not- 
withstanding his  Headquarters,  in  the  elegant  man- 
siou  of  Colonel  Roger  Morris,  more  recently  owned 

1 General  Ho  ice  to  Lord  George  Germaine,  “New  York,  November  30, 
“1776.” 

2 General  Howe  made  do  mention  of  a third  Brigade  of  British  troops 
having  been  left,  to  garrison  the  City  ; but  common  sens*  tells  us  there 
must  have  been  such  a Garrison,  within  the  thickly  settled  portions  of 
the  City;  and  Captain  Ilall,  {History  of  the  Civil  Ifar  in  Amerha,  i.,203,) 
and  Stedman,  {History  of  the  American  H“«r,  i.,  *210,)  both  of  them  officers 
of  the  Itoyal  Army,  have  left  records  of  the  fact. 

3 Captain  Hall,  [History  of  the  Civil  ITur  in  America,  i.,  203,)  said  the 
troops  were  embarked,  for  this  movement,  in  TmtU r-bay  ; but,  inasmuch 
as  tlm  naval  portions  of  the  movement  wore  made  under  the  personal 
superintendence  of  Admiral  Lord  Ilowe,  wo  have  preferred  his  statement, 
in  his  despatch  to  the  Admiralty,  (“Kvilk,  ofe  Xew-York,  November 
“2d,  1770,”)  that  the  embarkation  vns  at  Kif*- hay. 

M</«ihv/  !.»  ■■{  II  ice  (•>  Mr.  St-‘j  h cr-t:ry  of  t'<->  Admiralty,  *'  Eaole, 
New-You.1v,  Xoveinbai  1 7.7*  l , - ■ 

Germaine , “ Nf.w-YoiUv,  November  30.  177b;”  General  U* .7/  you  to 
General  Heath,  “ Headquarters,  0*1 

yret w,  “Heights  of  Uaerlem,  12  October,  177>»,”  postscript  dated,  “Oc- 
“ tuber  ldth  Diary  of  Tmvid  If- October  12,  1770  : General  tr  ,*;,  mt- 
tonto  Governor  Cooke,  “ Headquarters,  H aim  em  Heights,  October  12. 
“177.;”  postscript  dated  “ October  Idtli  ; ” Colonel  SmnUtcood  to  th * 
Maryland  Canrention,  “CvMPovTiir  Maryland  Regular.*,  IIk.aim  car- 
“ teks,  October  12,  1770  ;”  Krtrnetof  a l%tf  rfvon  Harlem,  i ■■  The  Penn- 
sylvania K veiling  Post,  Volutin  2,  Number  271  l lapi 
October  la,  1770  ; the  mine,  in  Tim  Pennsylvania  Journal,  N 17* ".  1’iiil- 
iin  : i in  • . \V«  It  *sday,  October  16,  1776 ; [Hull's]  H ft  n of  On  > ; ; 

in  America,  l , 20d  ; Stedmun's  History  of  the  Amec.',  in  ll*»tr.  i..  21"  ; 
don's  f tide jry  of  the  American  Revolution,  ii.,  336  ; Memoir  of  Gen*.r>d  //. . ft., 
70  ; etc. 

$ Admiral  Lord  lfoite  to  Mr.  Stephen*  Secret  try  to  th-  Admiralta.  “ Fa- 
* ole,  off  Nkw-York,  November  23,  1776;“  f • i<  //  • 

Georg*  Germaine,  “ New  Y-.rk.  30  November,  1770  [II. ill's]  //.«*•  ry 

of  th * Ciril  It”. ; r in  America,  j , 2 Od. 
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by  Madame  Jiunel,’  commninlcil  ;i  line  view  *.f  thv 
Kast-rivnr  and  .Sound;  mid  brtuiisc  tin-  i t > • • i , i ■_•  • • m • ► • 
of  the  movement  which  lie  first  received,  wus  con- 
veyed to  him,  by  express,  from  Uenenil  Heath,  after 
the  landing  had  been  made,1 *  it  may  be  reasonably 
supposed  that  the  movement  of  the  Koval  Armv,  into 
Westehester-county,  was  unknown  to  him,  until  after 
it  had  been  accomplished  ; that  the  left  flank  of  the 
American  Army  had  been  successfully  turned,  a sec- 
ond time,  without  his  knowledge;  and  that  the  latter 
was  placed,  again,  by  reason  of  that  successful  move- 
ment of  the  enemy,  in  such  a critical  situation  that 
its  very  existence  was  threatened — it  is  noteworthy,  j 
also,  that  if  a dense  fog  had  served  to  secure  the  es- 
cape of  the  American  Army  from  what  appeared  to 
have  threatened  its  entire  destruction,  at  Brooklyn,  a 
similarly  dense  fog,  on  the  occasion  now  under  notice, 
had  afforded  a similar  advantage  to  the  Royal  Army,  1 
in  its  effort  to  recover  the  great  military  advantages 
which  it  had  lost,  on  the  former  occasion. 

During  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  [ October  12, 
1776,]  the  second  detachment  of  the  Royal  Army 
passed  Hell-gate,  in  forty-two  sail  of  vessels,  includ- 
ing nine  ships;  audit  was,  also,  safely  landed-3 

The  naval  portion  of  that  very  important  movement  ■ 
was  performed  under  the  personal  supervision  of; 
Admiral  Lord  Howe,  assisted  by  Commodore  Ho- 
tkam  ; and  the  assistance  of  most  of  the  Captains  of 
the  Fleet  and  that  of  the  naval  officers,  in  general,  i 
which  were  freely  given,  secured,  for  that  difficult  ; 
movement,  the  most  complete  success,  the  only  loss  ; 
sustained  having  been  that  of  an  artillery-boat,  with 
three  six-pounders  and  three  men,  which  was  upset 
and  sunk  by  t Lie  rapidity  of  the  current,4  probably  iu  , 
Hell-gate. 

General  "Howe,  notwithstanding  his  successful  oc-  i 
cupation  of  Westchester-couuty,  was  made  the  object 
of  much  censure,  because  of  his  movement  to  1 
Throgg’s-neck,  first,  because  of  the  danger  to  which  ! 
the  C’itv  of  New  York  was  exposed  by  the  withdrawal 
of  so  large  a portion  of  t lie  Army  ; and  the  tempta- 
tion which  was  offered  to  General  Washington  to 

l The  line  old  imiBSUm  still  occupies  it-  place,  with  few,  if  m.v,  ult-r.i- 
tioiis,  on  the  hi-li  groiimls  fonuiug  the  simtlicru  IhuiIc  *>f  th-  0 ■*■*  m- 
river,  near  One  hundred  and  sixty-uinth-street.  a little  below  t I ij]_-h- 
l.ridire  of  the  croinii  artpieduec.  Y)ii<l.*:m*  Jinn.*!,  whow-n  als-  vhe  ** . low 
of  Aaron  Burr,  has  peon  dead,  many  yeais  : and  the  l iirht  to  the  owner- 
ship of  the  property  has  been  bitterly  contested,  iu  llie  Courts;  but  tin- 
old  house  remains — and  long  may  it  remain. 

- Colonel  }( tertian's  reply,  under  General  Washington's  inetructurni, 

11  HkaO-QVA  ttTERR,  October  12,  177*1;”  O'lonel  Ku-inj  to  the  M.tnjlawl 
Council  of  Safety,  “ Camp  n far  11.mvi.km,  i letober  Id,  1776." 

3 Generul  Washington  to  the  Congress,  '•  Heights  of  Harlem,  12  Octo- 
“ber,  177**;”  postscript,  dated  ‘'(October  ldth  ; the.  same  to  rol 
lVunf,  “ Heap-oc artku.s,  Il.Mtt.KM  Heights,  October  Id,  177*1;  " Kjtr  i I 
of  n Letter  from  Harlem,  dated  October  Id,  in  Th'  Prnuecleiinia  T - *.*■  j i 
Poet,  Volume  2,  Number  271,  Philapelpiu  \,  Tuesday,  October  17.  177*1; 
the  tame,  in  The  Penneylenniit  Journal,  No.  17*17,  I’*U  I.AI-KI  rt[  I A , Wedlles-  | 
day,  Uc tolwr  1*1,  177*1;  Memoirs  of  Gen-rul  lie  tin,  71. 

4 Admiral  Lord  llon'eto  Mr.  Stajihens,  - iot.no/  to  the  A ina  ” K \ 

**  CLK,  **HF  N r.vv  - York,  November  2d,  177*1 ; " Generul  It-  ire  to  Irani  tie  roe  1 * 

Oennuine,  Nnw-York,  SO  November,  1776  ; " [Hull's]  Ileth -rn  of  the 

Vied  liar  in  America,  i.,  2U2. 
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make  a da-li.  in  that  direction,  instead  *>f  n *v  it.cr  tin* 
Anmrican  Army  into  Westehester-county  ; • in  whi.h 
latter  case  the  three  Brigades  commanded  by  General 
Lord  Percy  would  have  been  seriously  imperiled  ; 
and,  second,  because  he  had  landed  on  Th rogg's-ncek, 
which  was  really  an  island,  instead  of  on  tiie  main- 
land, where  none  of  the  difficulties  to  which  he  was 
exposed,  on  the  Neck,  would  have  been  encountered.' 
But.  if  rite  General  noticed  the  first  of  these  criti- 
cisms, we  have  seen  no  mention  of  it  ; and,  in  answer 
to  the  second,  without  pretending  to  otter  any  further 
explanation,  although  it  is  understood  that  he  could 
easily  have  done  so,:  lie  said,  before  the  Committee  of 
the  Hou-e  of  Commons,  who  was  considering  his 
conduct,  as  Commander-in-chief  of  the  Army,  that 
the  landing  at  Pell’s-neck  instead  of  at  Throgg's- 
neek.  “ would  have  been  an  imprudent  measure,  as  it 
“ could  not  have  been  executed  without  much  un- 
“ necessary  risk.”  8 

Throgg’s-neck  is  a peninsula,  on  the  eastern  border 
of  West ch ester-county,  which  stretches  upwards  of 
two  miles  into  the  Sound.  It  was  separated  from  the 
mainland  by  a narrow  creek  and  a marsh,  and  was 
surrounded  by  water,  every  high-tide.  At  thetimeof 
which  we  write,  a bridge  across  the  creek,  connecting 
with  a causeway  across  the  marsh,  afforded  means  for 
communication  between  the  mainland  and  the  Neck; 
besides  which,  however,  the  upper  end  of  the  creek  was 
fordable,  at  low-water.9  As  early  as  the  third  of  Oc- 
tober, General  Heath,  who  commanded  those  detach- 
ments from  the  Army  who  were  in  Westehester-county, 
had  reconnoitred  his  position,  accompanied  by  Colonel 

* A wni  l Register  for  1770,  History  of  Europe,  1 7 0*. 

Q [Hull’s]  History  of  the  Civil  IPbr  in  America,  i.,  203;  St  cd  man's 
Ffi-torg of  th:  American  War,  i.,  210  ; etc. 

It  is  very  evident,  from  indirect  questions  put  to  the  Government's  wit-' 
u -s  against  Sir  \N  illium  Uuwe,  General  llobertson,  before  a Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  fourteenth  of  June,  1770,  that  L rJ 
George  Germaine  was  also  inclined  to  criticise  the  occupation  of  Throgg's- 
m-ck,  adversely. 

: It  is  sii  l that  the  place  for  the  landing  of  the  troops  was  entirely 
entrusted  to  the  naval  officers,  by  whom  Throgg’s-iieck  was  selected, 
because  of  the  unfitness  of  Pell's-neck,  for  that  purpose;  and  a glance 
at  tla.  <*11 1 iul  Chart  of  the  Coast  Survey,  will  satisfy  uny  one  of  the  wisdom 
displayed  in  the  choice— the  shallowuesa  of  the  water,  elsewhere,  w.*uld 
have  prevent  -d  the  Co-operation  of  the  larger  vessels  of  ewry  class  : and, 
certu:id  v,  the  lauding  of  the  troops  at  Prdl’s-.mck  c-uild  i"it  have  been 
*••  a en  d by  aiiy  \»  ‘selof  force  sufficient  for  such  a purpi-e,  v PI  i t whi 
no  piudv  nt  officer  would  have  attempted  a landing,  anywhere. 

But  Generul  Sir  Henry  Clinton  has  left  a testimony  on  this  subject, 
which  disuses  of  every  cavil.  On  the  margin  of  his  own  copy  of  Sn-d- 
man's  History  of  the  American  Bar,  (i.  211,)  he  wrote  these  words:  “ It 
“ had  b**en  proposed  to  Sir  William  Howe  that  the  trooj*  should  have 
“been  marched  to  II.  rlem  Point  ” [H  > r>  C-  Hook . at  th - month  of  the  It  ir- 
b ni  Hirrr,  op)**Ur  Jf  U-gttO1,]  44  there  met  by  the  boats,  passed  to  City 
4‘ Orchard  * [City-islond /)  thence  t • Mill’s  Creek,**  [AV/c  Ib'-hsUe-harbor,  1 
“and  Booh*  lie.  This  was  overruled;  and  the  above  move  to  Frog’s 
44  Point  took  place.  Lord  Ifowe  objected  to  Mill’s  Creek,  under  an  idea 
44  that  it  would  not  he  safe  for  ships  to  lay  there.” 

6 Speech  of  >ir  William  Hoicr  before  a Committee  of  Uie  Hons*  of  Com- 
ui'.rM,  April  20,  1779. 

* Although  ThroggVneck  is  only  a sh<  rt  distance  from  where  we  have 
lived  during  the  pa-t  twenty-seven  year*.  w»  have  never  been  i-n  the 
ground  ; and  we  have  depended,  for  what  we  have  said  of  it,  on  General 
Heath.  ( .Memoir.*,  07,)  and  on  our  unwearied  friend,  William  II.  IV*  Lan- 
eey,  Esq.,  who  is  familiar  with  that  port  ion  of  th**  County. 
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Hand,  of  the  First  Regiment  of  Contiiuntal  Font; 
and,  in  doing  s<>,  ho  had  ‘‘  taken  a view  ” of  (lie  cause- 
way and  the  bridge,  between  the  mainland  and  the 
Keck,  at  the  western  end  of  which  a large  quantity  of 
cord-wood  had  been  piled,  “ as  advantageously  situ- 
“ ated  to  cover  a party  defending  the  pas*.  as  if  con- 
“ strncted  for  the  very  purpose,”  ;is  lie  has  stated. 
Considering  it  possible  that  the  enemy  might  make  a 
lodgment  on  Throgg’s-neek,  the  General  immediately 
ordered  Colonel  Hand  to  detail  one  of  his  best  Subal- 
terns and  twenty-five  picked  men,  to  that  pass,  “ as 
“ their  alarm-post,  at  all  times,”  with  orders,  if  the 
enemy  should  effect  a landing  on  tlie  Keek,  immedi- 
ately to  take  up  the  planks  of  the  bridge;  to  oppose 
the  movement  of  the  enemy,  to  the  mainland  ; and,  in 
case  the  fire  of  the  detachment  should  appear  to  be  in- 
sufficient to  check  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  over  the 
causeway,  to  set  fire  to  a tide-mill  which  stood  on  the 
mainland,  at  the  western  extremity  of  the  bridge.1 
He  also  ordered  Colonel  Hand  to  detail  anotherparty 
to  guard  the  fording-plaee,  at  the  head  of  the  creek; 
and  to  reinforce  both  these  parties,  if  the  enemy  i 
should  effect  a landing  on  the  Keck  ; and  he  promised 
the  Colonel  that  he  should  be  properly  supported. 
Colonel  Hand  carefully  obeyed  all  these  Orders,  we 
are  told;2  and  the  only  lines  of  communication  with 
the  mainland,  from  Throgg’s-neck,  were  thus  care- 
fully guarded,  when  General  Howe  and  his  command 
debarked  on  that  isolated  ground. 

When  the  enemy  had  effected  a landing,  on  the 
Keck,  in  the  morning,  his  advance  pushed  forward, 
towards  the  causeway,  for  the  purpose  of  occupying 
that  line  of  communication  with  the  mainland;  but 
the  detachment  whom  Colonel  Hand  had  sent  for  the 
protection  of  it,  had  taken  up  the  flooring  of  the 
bridge,  agreeably  to  the  General’s  orders  ; and  it  also 
opened  a fire  on  the  enemy,  with  its  rifles,  compelling 
him  to  fall  back  to  the  main  body.  A similar  move-  j 
merit  of  the  enemy  against  the  fording-plaee,  at  the 
head  ofthe  creek,  met  with  a similar  repulse  ; and  no  i 
further  movements,  toward  the  mainland,  appear  to  j 
have  been  made  ; and,  by  way  of  precaution,  a breast- 
work was  thrown  up,  on  the  Keck,  by  the  Royal 
troops,  to  cover  the  approach,  by  way  of  the  cause- 
way; 


' We  are  indebted  to  our  friend,  Edward  E.  de  Lancoy,  Esq.,  of  Mama- 
roneck,  fur  the  following  account  of  that  old  Mill  : 

“ The  Mill  and  dam,  at  Westchester,  were  built  by  Colonel  Caleb 
“ Heathcote,  the  first  Mayor  of  the  Borough-Town  of  Westchester,  at  his  I 
“ own  expense.  If  stood  till  February,  1*75,  when  it  was  accidentally 
“burnt.  The  outside  had  been  renewed,  from  time  to  lime  : but  the  frame 
“ was  the  original  one,  of  massive  hewn  timber  ; and  at  the  time  of  its 
“ destruction,  it  was  the  oldest  Mill,  in  Westchester-county,  and,  probably, 

“ in  the  State. 

“ By  the  original  Grant  to  Colonel  Heathcote,  the  inhabitants  reserved 
“ the  right  to  have  their  own  grain  ground,  free.  This  was  afterwards  I 
“commuted  to  a toll,  payable  to  the  present  ‘town’  of  Westchester, 

44  which  the  Town  enjoyed,  as  n source  of  revenue,  till  the  Mill  was  burnt  ; 
“and  the  right  to  which  it  still  retains,  if  the  Mill  shall  be  rebuilt.” 

2 M-  nwim  of  General  JFf/A, 

A Memoirs  of  General  Heath,  70. 


Resides  the  despatch  of  au  expre-s  to  Hcad-ipiar- 
ters,  with  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  movements,  to 
which  reference  has  been  made,4  General  Heath  r.  in- 
forced  the  guard,  at  the  bridge,  by  ordering  C/i »1. ■ l 
Rn  sc  ott.  the  hero  of  Runker’s-hill,  with  his  Regiment, 
and  Captain-lit  utenant  Bryant,  of  the  Artillery,  with 
a three-pounder,  to  march  to  that  place;  and  Colonel 
Graham,  of  the  New  York  Line,  with  his  Regiment, 
and  Lieutenant  Jackson,  of  the  Artillery,  with  a six- 
pounder,  was  ordered  to  march  to  the  head  of  the 
creek,  for  the  reinforcement  of  the  guard  who  had 
I been  posted  at  that  place.  Besides  the  throwing  up 
of  an  earthwork,  opposite  the  western  end  of  the 
causeway,  the  addition  ofthe  Brigade  commanded  by 
General  MeDougal  to  General  Heath’s  command, and 
an  irregular,  scattering  fire  which  was  indulged  in, 
by  both  parties,  nothing  further  was  done  by  either 
of  the  Armies,  during  that  day.3 

When  the  intelligence  of  the  movement  of  the 
greater  portion  of  the  Royal  Army  into  Westch ester- 
county,  reached  Head-quarters,  General  Washington 
appears  to  have  given  way  to  despair,  in  view  of  his 
powerlessness,  and  to  have  become  despondent ; al- 
though he  appears  to  have  really  believed  that  the 
mpvement  was  not  anything  else,  than  a feint.  It  is 
true  that  lie  ordered  every  Regiment  who  was  under 
j his  immediate  command,  to  be  uuder  arms,  there,  that 
| it  might  be  ready  to  act  as  occasion  might  require; 

| that  he  authorized  General  Heath  to  make  such  dis- 
position of  the  troops,  in  Westchester-countv,  inclu- 


JCings-bridge,  as  he  should  think  proper;  and  that  he 
begged  and  trusted  that  every  possible  opposition  would 
be  given  to  tl^e  enemy,  adding  “ God  bless  and  lead  you 
“on  to  Victory;  ” G but  it  was  hardly  consistent  with 
his  duty,  as  Commander-in-chief  ofthe  Army,  at  that 
important  moment,  to  remain  at  Head-quarters;  to 
give  the  absolute  command  of  all  the  troops  which 
were  before  the  enemy  to  an  Officer,  excellent  though 
he  evidently  was,  as  a subordinate,  whose  experience 


4 Vide  page  231,  ante. 

5 Memoirs  of  General  Heath,  70; 

''General  W'ashintjhm,  bn  hi*  S’lW/ury,  Colonel  Robert  11.  H-ri.*-m,  (■> 
General  Heath,  “ Hkao-qi:arteu.s,  I i Octobe  r,  ITT*'*.” 

In  tho  same  connection,  it  is  a noticeable  fn  t that  the  General  Or-t ■ * 
of  the  day  and  th-iv  tvero  no  After  Orders,  on  that  eventful  twelfth  of 
October,  made  n > mention  whatever  of  the  movement  of  the  enemy  or  of 
the  disposition  ofthe  Americau  troops;  that  they  were  written,  entirely, 
in  only  three  short  linos — < General  Qr*ir$ , “ If  lap  qvarttms,  II.ufm 
“ Heights,  October  12,  1770”) — that  General  Washington,  on  that  day, 
appears  t have  completed  none  of  liis  letters  which  were  unfinished 
when  General  Heath’s  express  arrived  nt  Head -quarters ; and  that  no 
allusi  )n  w hatever  was  made,  by  him,  to  the  enemy's  occupation  of  \\>$t- 
rhestcr-county  nor  to  any  movement  of  his  own  command.  consequent 
on  that  occupation,  in  anything  which  he  w rote  or  • rdered  to  be  written 
I on  that  day,  which  w - have  found,  except  in  that  note,  written  by  hi> 
Secretary,  under  his  ow  n eve,  to  General  Heath,  of  w hich  mention  has 
been  made  in  the  text.  As  stated  in  the  text,  he  certainly  rode  over  to  the 
j village  of  \N  eat cheSlor  ami  to  the  head  of  th*  creek,  towards  night,  and 
looked  at  the  preparations  which  had  been  made,  at  those  places,  to 
check  any  movement  which  t fie  en-my  should  make  ; but,  beyond  that 
informal  inspection,  he  evidently  did  nothing  whatever,  as  tho  Com- 
mander in  chiof  of  the  American  Army 
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was  so  very  limited  ; to  transfi  r to  that  o Hie  or  the  on-  j 
tir-  responsibility  of  the  opposition  whii  h v\:  - to  he  i 
made  against  tin*  powerful  enemy  who  was  :o  u:aliy  ^ 
moving  against  the  very  exi-Uenre  of  the  young  I 
Suites,  not  yet  confederated  arid  very  poorly  connect- 
ed even  by  the  ties  of  a common  danger ; and  to  give 
to  him  his  parting  if  not  his  farewell  hh  s-ing;  and 
nothing  tdse  than  the  bitterness  of  despair,  the  hope- 
lessness which  seemed  to  overwhelm  all  other  traits 
of  his  character,  could,  possibly,  have  produced  such 
unusual,  such  remarkable,  such  extremely  dangerous  I 
results.  It  is,  indeed,  stated  that  he  rode  over  to  the 
village  of  Westchester  and  to  the  head  of  the  creek, 
late  in  the  afternoon  ; but  no  one  has  protended  that  j 
bo  issued  an  Order  or  did  any  other  act  which  the  j 
Commander-in-chief,  under  such  peculiar  circum-  | 
stances,  might  have  been  expected  to  have  done.* 1 

When  General  Greene,  who  was  at  Fort  Constitu-  | 
tion,  as  Fort  Lee  was  then  called,  heard  of  the  move-  ' 
ment  of  the  enemy,  he  wrote  to  General  Washington, 
stating  that  three  Brigades,  at  that  time  in  New 
Jersey,  were  in  readiness  to  be  sent  over  the  river, 
for  the  reinforcement  of  the  main  Army ; and  he 
hoped,  if  the  force  which  was  then  on  the  eastern  side 
of  the  river  was  insufficient  to  repel  the  enemy,  that 
those  Brigades,  and  he  with  them,  might  be  ordered 
to  cross  the  river,  for  its  reinforcement,  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  coming  night,  as  the  enemy’s  ship- 
ping might  move  up,  from  below,  and  impede,  if 
they  should  not  totally  stop,  the  troops  from  crossing.2 
But  the  proffered  help  was  not  accepted  ; 3 and  Greene, 
notwithstanding  his  honorable  anxiety,  appears  to 
have  remained  in  New  Jersey,  without  having  receiv- 
ed any  answer  to  either  his  offer  of  help  or  his  rea- 
sonable enquiries. 

But  the  interregnum  continued  only  during  a few 
hours  ; and,-  gradually,  the  reason  of  the  Commander- 
in-chief  resumed  its  sway,  his  mental  and  physical 
strength  was  restored,  and  he  was,  again,  the  respon- 
sible head  of  the  American  Army.  During  the  even- 
ing, as  we  have  already  seen,  the  Brigade  commanded 
by  General  McDougal  was  ordered  to  move  for  the 
reinforcement  of  General  Heath’s  command;4 *  and, 

1 “ Or.r  men,  who  are  posted  on  the  p;i&w5,  seemed  to  l**.;  in  jrreat  spir- 
“ its,  when  I left  them  last  flight.”  (Letter  to  th •:  President  of  the 

M Hbioki  > T HnU.ffi,  12  OcldK-r,.  !7V0,”-pot?ts.  ript,  d.G-d,  uOc- 
“ Taber  13th.”) 

mineral  Greene  to  General  Washington,  “Fort  Constitution,  Octole;r 
44  12.  five  o'clock,  1776.” 

sWeareuot  insensible  th  * t the  General's  grandson  has  *nd  that 
*■  part  of  the  troops  were  called  over,  but  Greene  was  not,”  (Greene’s 
l.  f <f Xuhanie!  Greene,  PM  it.  New  York  : 18**»T,  i.,  -35;)  but  h>  gave  no 
authority  for  the  statement,  and  we  have  found  none  ; and  we  p:  »-f **r  to 
believe  that  the  proffered  help  was  not  accepted,  at  that  time,  although 
ts  in  • portions  of  General  Greene's  command  were  moved  into  \WsTele-s- 
ter-connty,  within  u day  or  two,  and  after  the  Commander-in  chi  -f  had 
T\rvvt  red  from  his  temporary  despondency  and  had  resumed  the  eommand 
of  the  Army.* 

i C ■:  U'l  Smallwood  to  the  Maryland  Cmrcnti  ai,  **  C AM  l*  OFTU*  "I  vi;Y- 

”lvm»  Hr. flaks,  H KAD-pr \uteusv  October  l 1776,”  postscript.  i-r*  d 

I t Ghris'r  Kkhmond,  Adjutant,  and  dated  ‘‘Sunday,  October  13,  177*' ; " 

* ’ net  Fifing  to  the  Maryland  Connell  of  Safety,  “CaMI’NEAK  ll.YRLEM, 

vV'I'jIk'i*  13,  177o  ; ” Memoir'*  of  General  Heath,  71 


with  flint  Orrlrr,  the  re-mpl  of  tine  Trent  (lav  in  the 
history  of  West  eh  - ‘ • -r- ■ ■■  ■ irry  w - eloseil. 

On  the  following  i i i • ■ r - 1 i i . [Sunihuj,  October  13, 

1 77t>,]  General  Washington  b.-euiue  almost  satisfied 
that  the  enemy’s  movement  was  not  a feint ; that  his 
main  body’  was  on  Throgg's-neck ; ami  that  he  “had 
“ in  view  the  prosecution  of  his  original  plan,  that  of 
“ getting  in  the  rear  of  the  Americans  and  of  cutting 
“off  their  communication  with  the  country.”*  That 
change  in  the  General’s  opinion,  as  far  as  there  was  a 
change,  appears  to  have  been  produced  by  the  fact  that 
General  Howe  had  made  no  attempt  to  make  a land- 
ing at  Morrisania,  as  the  former  had  supposed  he 
would  have  done;  and,  the  first  time,  lie  “thought  it 
“ would  be  advisable”  to  reinforce  and  protect  the 
troops  who  had  been,  for  more  than  twenty-four 
hours,  guarding  the  two  passes  through  which  the 
enemy  could  open  communications  with  the  main- 
land; and  he  “ recommended”  the  posting  of  small 
bodies  of  observation,  at  Pell’s-point,  at  the  mouth  of 
Hutchinson’s-river,  at  Ilunt’s-point,  and  at  Wilku's- 
point,  without,  however,  giving  an  Order,  for  the 
execution  of  either  of  these.6  At  the  same  time,  he 
strengthened  the  force  already  in  Westchester-con nty, 
by  moving  the  Brigade  which  had  formerly  been 
commanded  by  General  Heath,  for  its  support.7 

He  also  ordered  Colonel  Tash,  with  his  Regiment 
of  New  Hampshire  Militia,  then  at  the  White  Plains, 
to  march  to  Fishkill,  “ with  all  possible  despatch,” 
for  the  assistance  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  in  hold- 
ing the  disaffected  in  check; s he  called  a meeting  of 
the  General  Officers,  at  noon,  “at  or  near  King’s 
“Bridge,” — as  “ we  are  strangers  to  a suitable  place,” 
it  was  left  for  General  Heath  to  determine  where  he 
would  have  them  meet;9  and,  finally,  in  these  ringing 
sentences,  he  attempted  to  arouse  the  Army  to  a sense 


5 General  Washington,  t>>  General  Ward,  “ Hkaij-QI’a  P.TERS,  Ha  K LEM 
“ IT  fights,  October  13,  177G.” 

6li  I be*.;  leave  to  inform  you  that  his  Kxosllcncy  (asth*  eu-miy  *ii«l  not 
“attempt  lauding  at  Mrritmnin,  this  nvrnin^,)  thinks  it  w.uld  be  ad- 
4 visible  to  send  a stronger  force  t > wards  th?  two  passes,  near  the  enemy, 
14  where  our  men  were  posted,  yost  -nlay,  and  also  to  throw  up  - me 
“ works  for  their  cover  and  defence.  He*  also  recommends  strongly  to 
“your  attention,  theke*  ping  a good  look  out  at  IMl’s-pmnr,  at  the  mouth 
“of  K.-  Hchvstor  *i'-ek,  and  at  Hunt'  m 1 Will . t Mt'.ts,  for  the  Nike  of 
“gaining  inbdli  .'“ivv,  these  p.;>ts  to  be  regard  • l as  look '••its  only.” 

1 i • • ’ • mi  • . I . ! ■.  •'  to  1 ■-  ft  , “ II 1 ' 1 ilMUTEKS, 

“October  13,  1770.”) 

“ Menv  ir * of  General  Heath,  71, 

* General  Washington  to  Co!.jn-l  TWi,  “ IIe.m*-qcauteks.  Octolwr  13, 
“1776;”  Colonel  It.  IT.  Harris., a to  the  Congress,  44  JIeaD-OUARTF.RS, 

“ 1 1 a ui  v.  m Heights,  0 cober  14,  1776  ” 

It  is  proper  for  us  to  say,  in  this  pla  e,  that  the  Committee  desired 
only  two  t ‘oinpanics  ; and  ordered  the  remainder  of  the  H^irinien?  b ick 
to  Peekskill  l ' Fish  t • , - : 

Softy,  44  Peak.'Kii.l,  in  Cot  rtt.ano  Manor,  Oct  lt*r  ‘26,  1776.”) 
i ® C l net  Joseph  need  to  General  Heath,  “October  l 1776.” 

It  was  stated  in  C«donel  Heed's  not  • that  44  it  1m dug  necessary,  sin'*e  tho 
i “late  movement "f  the  enemy,  to  form  some  plan”  of  op*  ration*  for  tho 
J Ani  *ri«  an  Army,  it  is  only  reasonable  t«>  supp«»se  thoGenml  OiImts  wtp 
called  t 'geflicr,  for  an  interchange  of  opinions,  on  that  sul  t.  The 
' Council  was  ovid>  nil v convened  at  General  1!  ith's  «p.  ir;  rs, 
of  ( enrral  H ath,  71  ;)  but  nothing  ap{*e  un  to  have  U '-n  d »:\e,  l>eC.i»J.-<  , it 
’ is  sai«l,  of  tho  .ih.S'  in  e of  Generals  Lee.  flree:,.-.  and  M d r. 
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o f i t n duty,  to  the  country  an<l  t< > the  worhl:  “ A-  the 

“ enemy  seem,  now,  to  he  endeavouring  to  -trike  -oinc 
“stroke,  before  the  close  of  the  Campaign,’'  were  his 
words,  “ the  General  most  earnestly  conjures  both  Otfi- 
“ cers  and  men,  if  they  have  any  love  for  their  country 
“and  concern  for  its  liberties  and  regard  to  the  safety 
“of  their  parents,  wives,  children,  and  countrymen, 
“ that  they  will  act  with  bravery  and  spirit,  becoming 
“ the  cause  in  which  they  are  engaged;  and  to  encour- 
age and  animate  them  so  to  do,  there  is  every  ad- 
vantage of  ground  and  situation,  so  that,  if  we  do 
“ not  conquer,  it  must  be  our  own  faults.  How  much 
“ better  will  it  be  to  die  honourably,  fighting  in  the 
“field,  than  to  return  home,  covered  with  shame  and 
“disgrace,  even  if  the  cruelty  of  the  enemy  should 
“allow  you  to  return!  A brave  and  gallant  beha- 
“ viour,  for  a few  days,  and  patience,  under  some  lit- 
“ tie  hardships,  may  save  our  country  arid  enable  us 
“ to  go  into  Winter-quarters  with  safety  and  honour.”1 

On  the  morning  of  the  fourteenth  of  October,  Gen- 
eral Heath,  with  all  the  Generals  under  his  com- 
mand, reconnoitred  the  enemy,  on  Throgg’s-ueck  ; 3 
and,  soon  afterwards,  General  Washington,  accom- 
panied by  the  Generals  of  the  Army  who  were  at 
Head-quarters,  also  visited  all  the  posts,  beyond 
Kingsbridge,  and  the  several  passes  and  roadways 
which  led  from  Throgg’s-neck  and  from  the  adjacent 
Kecks,  into  the  country,1  acquainting  himself,  as  far 
as  he  could  do  so,  by  personal  reconnaissance,  with 
the  strength  and  position  and  purposes  of  the  enemy  ; 
with  the  character  aud  condition  of  the  outlets,  from 
Throgg  V-neck  and  from  the  other  similar,  but  lesser, 
Kecks,  in  that  vicinity,  from  which  the  enemy  might 
incline  to  move  into  the  interior  of  the  County;  with 
the  capabilities,  for  defensive  purposes,  which  those 
outlets  severally  possessed  ; and  with  the  necessities,, 
for  military  purposes,  which  each  of  these  several 
subjects  presented,  for  his  attention. 

During  the  same  day,  [October  14,]  General  J.ee 
reached  Head-quarters,  on  his  return  from  the  South; 
and  the  command  of  all  the  troops  in  Westchester- 
county,  then  the  greater  portion  of  the  Army,  was 
given  to  him,  with  the  request,  however,  that  he 
would  not  assume  the  command  until  he  should  have 
made  himself  acquainted  with  the  diliereut  p rtions 
of  the  po.-i,  their  circumstances,  and  the  arrange- 
ments of  the  troops  which  had  been  made;  ‘ and,  in 


1 Ocneral  Ordert,  “ UiaIi-qi  auteus,  Ham  em  LIkI'.ht.*,  October  13, 
“ 1770.” 

2 Memoirs  of  General  Heath,  71. 

3 Colonel  Harrison  to  the  Congre *.*,  “ II  fa r>-or  artf.rs,  II  aklfm  Heights, 

41  October  14,  1776  ; ” the  same  to  Peter  U.  Linngston,  44  Ufa D-QlAKTKlts, 
" Harlem  Heights,  October  14,  1776  Memoirs  o/Gener<d  Heath,  71. 

* M I'nmir*  of  General  Heath,  71. 

There  is  noth  in  2;  which  indicated  the  general  consciousness  of  thehelp- 
leeanot«  of  the  country,  at  the  time  of  which  we  write,  as  much  as  the 
general  decadence  of  the  country,  ns  well  ns  that  of  the  Army,  on  Gen- 
eral Charles  Lee,  an  officer  of  largo  military  pretention.- ; the  aiubiti  mis 
leader  of  that  party,  in  the  Congress  and  elsewhere — mainly  X*  w Lng- 
landers — who  was  inclined  to  depreciate,  if  not  to  officially  embarrass, 
General  \V ashingtou  ; and  the  self-appointed  and  very  willi;,  g uvd  very 


the  General  Orders  of  the  day,  the  Coinmandi  r-in- 
chief  ordered  Colonel  Hailey’s  Regiment  to  i .in 
General  Clinton’s  Brigade,  and  Colont-1  Lipprt’s 
Regiment  to  join  fieneral  McDougal’s  Brigade — ea<  h 
of  them  “to  take  their  tents  and  cooking  utensils, 
"and  to  lose  no  time;” — the  two  Connecticut  Regi- 
ments, commanded,  respectively,  by  Colonel  Storrs 
and  Major  ( iraves,  were  ordered  “ to  be  in  readiness 
“ t"  march  into  Westchester,  at  a moment’s  warning;” 
and  Generals  Putnam  and  Spencer,  the  former  com- 
manding Heard’s,  Beall's,  and  Weedon’s  Brigades, 
and  the  latter  commanding  Lord  Stirling’s,  Wads- 
worth's, and  Fellow-’s  Brigades,  were  ordered  to  re- 
main on  Harlem  Heights  and  to  continue  the  works 
of  entrenchment  thereon,  General  Putnam  ori  all 
those  proposed  defensive  works  which  were  above 
Head-quarters,  including  those  of  Fort  Washington  :4 * 
those  below  Head-quarters,  immediately  in  front  of 
the  enemy’s  works,  which  were  occupied  by  Lieuten- 
ant-general the  Earl  of  Percy  and  three  Brigades, 
having  been  assigned  to  General  Spencer.6 

As  General  Heath  was  continued  in  the  command 
of  all  the  troops  within  Westehester-eounty,  until 
further  orders,  notwithstanding  the  assignment  of 
General  Lee  to  the  same  command,  the  former  in- 
structed General  Kixon,  who  had  been  ordered  from 
Kew  Jersey,  with  his  Brigade,  to  “have  the  troops 
“which  have  marched,  this  day,  to  the  eastward  of 
“the  Bridge,  by  Williams’s,” 7 [ Williams' s-bridge.} 
“coiupleiely  ready  to  turn  out,  in  case  the  enemy 
“should  make  an  attack,  that  night;”  instructing 
him,  at  the  same  time,  “should  the  attack  be  made 

unscrupulous  critic  of  everything  and  everybody,  unless  of  himself  and 
of  those  who  w ere  pandering  to  his  unholy  ambition  and  applauding 
even  his  scurrility.  Ho  wielded  a very  glib,  but  a very  poisonous,  tongue, 
ami  .1  sharp  and  vvnomouspen,  both  of  which  were  ready  for  immediate 
use,  whenever  his  passions  or  his  interests  required  their  co  operation.  Ho 
was  generally  haughty,  in  his  demeanor  ; he  was  always  unpiiucij  l-d, 
for  good  ; he  never  ceased  to  be  avaricious,  even  to  meanness  and  dis- 
honesty. A huckster  of  his  own  political  and  military  opinions  am!  as 
sociations,  he  was  never  contented  wi'h  the  prices  which  his  warc3  com- 
manded in  the  market  of  the  world  ; and,  after  lie  had  disgusted  even 
his  own  party  and  hud  become,  himself,  disgusted  w ith  uil  mankind,  he 
died,  44  unwept,  uuhpnored,  And  unsung.” 

The  country  h is  had  other  men  of  straw  whom  it  has  also  grasped,  in 
its  hours  of  great  anxiety  and  great  danger,  almost  counterparts  of  tl  a: 
on  \vhom  tlm  Army  and  the  country  loaned,  so  confidently  and  so  ion  _Iv. 
from  early  in  177  - until  the  Su  i mer  of  177$:  and  just  as  the  brok  -n 
reed  of  that  ear’}  period  pierc  'd  the  hand  vvhicii  !-  il  i-o  i if,  . 

these  latter  pretenders,  these  latter  selfish  and  unpatriotic  tools  ef  un- 
scrupulous and  designing  men,  wounded  those  whoso  confidence  they 
had  secured,  and  brought  shame  and  dishonor  on  the  country  which  had 
pett«*d  them. 

3 Th*  position  assigned  to  Major-general  Putnam,  not  immediately  in 
front  of  the  enemy,  but,  in  the  rear,  where  he  could  do  no  more  than 
oversee  the  construction  ofcertaiu  specified  defensive  works,  is  peculiarly 
noteworthy — the  disaster  on  Long  Island  was  too  distinctly  remem u red 
to  allow  him  to  be  posted,  again,  where  ho  could  possibly  d>  any  barn.. 

• Geto'ral  Orders,  “ Heai»-qiwrtkrs,  Harlem  II eights,  Oc tober  14, 
•‘1776.” 

• We  have  not  found  any  other  description  of  tho«e  troops  than  what 
General  Heath  and  David  How  wrote  concerning  them  : the  former 
saying,  “two  or  three  Brigades  have  moved,  this  day,  l»eyt>nd  "d- 
“lianis’s:”  (Letter  to  Qdanel  $arg*ut,  “King's  I’.R!  Octol*T  14. 
**  1776  ;”)  and  the  latter,  “14.  Tlo-re  ha*  been  two  Brigad- * March1  I'y 
*•  hear  This  Day  Towards  forgg's  |»oint.”  {loan/.  “(.Vmher  14,  177 
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“towards  Frog's  Point,”  to  “ cridtavoiir  to  support 
“ tliu  Ri-irimeiits  that  arc  posted  at  the  p.i--os,  there;  ’ 
“should  the  attack  be  made  at  or  near  Fast  Cheater 
“ landing,”  to  “ make  the  b>-st  disposition  of  his 
“troops  and  repel  the  enemy;”  and  if  any  new 
movement  of  the  enemy  should  be  discovered,  “to 
“send  notice  thereof,  immediately,  bv  one  of  the 
“ Light-horsemen.”  General  Heath  also  informed  Gen- 
eral Nixon  “that  a guard  was  absolutely  necessary  at 
“ Rodman's-point,”  [the  same  as  PeU's-poinl,  on  the 
opposite  side  oj  the  Hutchinson'  s-river,  drum  Throgff  s~ 
neck,}  “next  to  East-Chester-creek.”  fie  said  that 
Colonel  How  was  near  the  landing-place,  “with  a 
“Regiment  of  Militia;”  but  it  was  evident  that  not 
enough  was  known  of  Colonel  How’s  military  quali- 
fications for  the  command  of  so  important  a position  ; 
and  General  Nixon  was  directed  to  make  inquiries 
on  the  subject.1 

While  the  military  authorities  were  thus  engaged 
in  preparing  to  meet  the  enemy,  in  arms,  whenever 
the  latter  should  endeavor  to  move  from  the  Neck  on 
which  he  was  then  quietly  encamped,  the  Convention 
of  New  York,  by  its  Committee  of  Safety,  as  we  have 
already  stated  in  our  review  of  the  proceedings  of 
that  Convention,2  as  soon  as  information  could  have 
possibly  reached  it,  that- the  enemy  had  moved 
towards  Westchester-countv,  provided  for  the  imme- 
diate disposition  of  all  the  Cattle,  Horses,  Hogs, 
Sheep,  Grain,  Straw,  and  Hay,  on  the  well-culti- 
vated farms  throughout  that  County,  in  order  that 
the  enemy  should  not  secure  them  for  his  Com- 
missariat;3 * and  the  careful  reader  may  gather  from 
that  decided  action  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  how 
completely  desolated  all  that  flourishing  County 
must  l ave  become,  before  that  enemy  secured  a foot- 
hold Oi.  the  main-land— -indeed,  before  that  foothold 
had  been  secured,  all  that  portion  of  the  County 
which  was  below  Tarrytown,  the  White  Plains,  and 
Rye  had,  probably,  been  generally  stripped  of  the 
various  agricultural  productions  of  that  season, 
excepting  only  the  Potatoes,  the  Buckwheat,  and  the 
Corn;  and,  of  the  Live-stock,  of  every  description,  it 
is  scarcely  probable  that  any  remained,  within  that 
porlion  of  the  County. 

In  connection  with  this  notice  of  the  removal  of  the 
Live-stock  and  Crops,  we  may  properly  mention  that, 
very  largely,  fhe  inhabitants  of  those  portions  of  the 
County  which  were  likely  to  he  exposed  to  the  de- 
predations of  either  of  the  two  Armies — and  one  of 
these  Armies  was  quite  as  had  as  the  other,  in  the 
work  of  plunder  and  devastation  and  outrage — re- 
moved from  their  several  rural  homes,  with  as  many 
of  their  effects  as  they  could  take  with  them,  to  places 
of  supposed  greater  safety  ;*  and  it  is  scarcely  proba- 

1 General  Ifetth  to  Cr*uernl  Xi.nni,  “ King's  Bridge,  October  1 1,  1776.“ 

2 Vide  pag«-s  2*21,  222,  ante. 

* Journal  of  tho ■ Committee  of  Safety,  “ Monday  morning,  Octor.  14, 

“1776.“ 

* The  Morris  family  1i.nl  left  Morrisama,  at  tho  first  appearance  of  dan- 


blc  that,  in  all  the  lower  Towns  of  the  Count}  , in 
which  the  tramp  of  armed  men  was  soon  to  he  heard, 
many  of  the  inhabitants  remained,  unless,  here  and 
there,  where  the  head  of  a family,  accompanied  by  a 
faithful  negro,  lingered  on  the  deserted  homestead, 
in  order  that  the  property  which  could  not  be 
removed  might  not  be  left  entirely  uncared  for. 

The  Convention  was  also  mindful  of  the  danger  to 
which  the  records  of  the  City  and  County  of  New 
York,  as  well  as  those  of  the  Borough  ot  Westchester 
and  those  of  the  County  of  Westchester,  were  exposed, 
by  the  movement  of  the  enemy  into  the  last-named 
County.  All  these  had  been  removed  from  their 
proper  places  and  lodged,  for  greater  safety,  in  private 
houses,  in  different  parts  of  the  County,  where,  it  was 
feared,  they  would  become  exposed  to  the  enemy:  and 
William  Miller,  of  Harrison's  Precinct,  Theodoras 
Bartow,  of  New  Rochelle,  and  John  Co/.ine  were 
appointed  Commissioners  for  collecting  them  and 
removing  them  to  Kingston,  in  Ulster-county,  with 
instructions  to  gather  and  remove  the  scattered 
papers,  “with  all  possible  expedition,”  and  to  deliver 
them,  at  Kingston,  to  Dirck  Wynkoop,  Abraham 
Hasbrouck,  and  Christopher  'happen  ; and  the  Com- 
missioners were  authorized  to  call  for  a military 
guard,  “ to  attend  the  said  records,  in  their  removal.”5 

On  the  fifteenth  of  October,  the  local  Committee  of 
Poundridge  became  so  much  alarmed,  by  reason  of 
the  movements  of  the  “disaffected,”  in  its  vicinity, 
that  the  subject  was  laid  before  the  Convention  \r‘  and 
the  local  Convention,  and  even  individual  members 
of  that  body,  continued  to  worry  General  Washington 


g*r,  (Leici*  Morris  to  the  Convention,  “Philadelphia,  Septr.  24,  1776.“) 
Job n Jay  obtained  a leave  of  absenco,  on  the  fifteenth  of  October,  to 
insist  in  the  removal  of  his  aged  parents,  with  tli-.ir  effects,  from  their 
home,  at  Bytv  to  a place  of  safety,  one  of  the  most  honorable  acts  of  his 
life,  {Journal  of  the  Convention,  “Tuesday  afternoon,  15  October.  1776.“) 
T he  pathetic  story  of  Pljo.be  Oakley,  {Petition,  December  2,  1776,)  and 
other  evidences  of  equal  value,  clearly  indicate  that,  among  those  who 
are  less  known  to  fame  but  equally  worthy  of  respect,  the  removal  of 
families  and  their  effects,  to  places  of  supposed  greater  safety,  at  the  time 
of  which  w e write,  very  generally  prevailed. 

Journal  of  the  Convention,  “Tuesday  morning,  Octor.  15,  1776*.“ 

* As  the  note  of  the  Committee  indicated  the  fooling  of  tho  more 
active  of  tlu*  disaffected,  at  that  time — although  the  great  body  of 
tin**.*  who  wa  re  discontented  m ule  no  attempt  to  take  up  arms  or  to 
join  tie*  Uoyal  Army,  prof  rring  to  remain  at  home,  in  ]*  ace — wo  make 
room  for  it.  in  this  place  ; 

Pound  ridge,  October  15,  A.D.,  1776. 

“ 1 Ion or bed  Sirs : 

“ We,  the  Sub  Committee  of  Poundridge,  in  West-Cheater  County, 
“ beg  leave  to  inform  your  Honours  that  wo  are  apprehensive  that 
*•  there  is  danger  of  our  piisoners  leaving  us  aud  going  to  the  Min- 
isterial Army,  as  we  are  not  more  than  nine  or  ton  miles  from  the 
“water,  where  the  Sound  is  full  of  tho  Ministerial  ships  and  tender**. 
“One  of  our  numl»er  is  already  gone  to  Long-island,  and  numbers  are 
“gone  from  other  places,  which  are,  uo  doubt,  now  with  the  Minis- 
“ ti-rla!  Army.  There  are  disaffected  persons  daily  going  over  to  them, 
“ which  gives  us  much  trouble.  Therefore,  we  humbly  beg  y..ur  JIoii- 
“ours  would  give  us  some  directions  concerning  them,  that  they  may 
l»e  speedily  removed  at  some  farther  distance.  We  would  also  inform 
“you  that  tor  the  misdemeanors  »»f  one  of  them  and  our  own  safety.-  wo 
“ have  been  obliged  to  commit  him  to  gaol  at  the  White  Plains. 

“These,  with  all  proj*er  respects,  from  yours  to  serve, 
“Jo^llt'A  Ambler,  Chairman  *\f  C nun iltre 
‘•To  tii k llo.NMi  k \ui.r.  Conn  kn  i ion  nv  the  Sr.vi  e < • v New -York.” 
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with  recitals  of. dangers  from  the  “ <1  i ~:i tf'i  i t 1’’  who, 
singular  as  it  appeared  to  those  low;!  dr-pa-.  were" 
not  inclined  to  submit,  passively,  to  whatever  of 
insult  or  of  injury  those  in  revolution  should  be  in- 
clined to  impose  on  them — only  in  very  exceptional 
instances,  however,  did  that  “disaffection"  extend 
beyond  a disinclination  to  approve,  in  formal  words, 
all  which  the  Congresses  had  done,  while  the  inclina- 
tion to  approve  the  Colonial  policy  of  Great  Britain  was 
no  stronger  ; and  the  general  disinclination  to  leave 
their  homes  and  their  families  and  to  resort  to  arms, 
or  to  render  any  assistance  whatever,  which  the 
“disaffected,”  everywhere,  presented,  was  as  pro- 
ductive of  disappointment  to  the  commanders  of 
the  Royal  Army  as  it  was  to  General  Washington. 
Neither  General  Howe  nor  General  Washington 
understood  of  what  that  “disaffection”  was  gen- 
erally composed;  and  partisan  writers  and  parti- 
san orators,  from  that  day  to  this,  have  delighted 
to  make  that  “ disaffection”  something  else  than  it 
really  was,  and  to  invest  the  “ disaffected,”  as  a class, 
with  characteristics  and  aims  to  which,  unless  in 
exceptional  instances,  they  were  strangers.  Had  the 
conservative  farmers  of  Westchester-county  — and 
these  were  not  unlike  the  great  bodies  of  the  farmers, 
in  all  the  Colonies— been  permitted  to  dissent, 
quietly,  from  the  policies  of  both  the  Home  Gov- 
ernment and  the  Continental  Congress,  and  to 
have  approved,  quietly,  of  the  spirited  opposi- 
tion to  the  Colonial  policy  of  the  Home  Govern- 
ment and  of  the  almost  audacious  demands  for 
a redress  of  the  grievances  of  the  Colonics,  which 
were  made  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony 
of  New  York,  as  they  were  certainly  and  generally 
inclined  to  do;  and  had  not  the  aristocratic  and 
haughty  leaders  of  the  revolutionary  faction,  in  New 
York,  attempted  to  secure  uniformity  of  merely  po- 
litical  opinions — and  those  to  be  only  such  opinions 
as  they  should  dictate,  by  the  methods  which  charac- 
terized the  bigoted  aud  relentless  Clergy,  in  cases  of 
religious  dissent  from  their  Calvinistic  Congregation- 
alism, in  puritannic  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut — 
as  the  those  high-toned  leaders  persistently  attempted, 
it  is  doubtful  if  “ disaffection  ” would  have  been  heard 
of,  unless  in  some  individual  instances,  which  would 
have  been  harmless  because  of  their  insignificance; 
and  it  is  morally  certain  that,  if  the  love  of  home  and 
the  sense  of  wrongs  inflicted  by  the  Mother  Country 
and  the  respect  for  those  bearing  authority,  which 
everywhere  prevailed,  had  been  permitted  to  exercise 
the  influences  which  they  would  have  surely  exercised, 
especially  if  they  had  been  supported  by  that  forbear- 
ance and  by  that  respect  for  freedom  of  conscience,  in 
political  affairs,  and  by  those  appeals  for  harmony 
which  every  Christian  man  would  have  employed  and 
none  but  civilized,  savages  would  have  declined  to  em- 
ploy, New  York,  if  not  the  entire  Continent,  would 
have  appeared,  in  the  Autumn  of  1776,  as  she  had  ap- 
peared in  the  Spring  of  1774,  before  the  spirit  of  fac- 


tional -trife had  Miuhted  th>  hop.-- • ‘ » airin'  - . u:  '• 
as  one  u.  ;i . rvraru b -- i . t iaiml  v Ku  Is  ai.-i  ece!  * ,4 
differ,  m i.-  and  -rial  inujualiri  s,  d<  .namling  and,  if 
needs  be,  supporting  in  arms,  the  Rights  and  tin- honor 
of  the  Colony  and  of  the  Continent,  But  that  control- 
ling faction  had  other  ends  than  those  of  the  country’s 
welfare  in  view;  and  a narrow,  bigoted,  haughty,  and 
relentless  proscription  and  persecution  of  those  whose 
political  opinions  differed  from  their  own,  very  rea- 
sonably caused  “disaffection”  among  the  victims, 
without,  however,  leading  them,  to  any  considerable 
extent,1  to  strike,  in  retaliation — they  would  have  been 
worthy  of  till  which  was  heaped  on  them,  had  they 
endured  that  proscription  and  that  persecution,  with- 
out becoming  “disaffected:”,  it  was  honorable  that, 
although  “ disaffected,”  they  declined  to  take  up 
arms,  even  in  retaliation  or  self-defence,  when  those 
arms,  thus  employed,  would  have  been  employed 
against  their  own  country. 

There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  movement, 
which  is  worthy  of  especial  notice,  in  either  Army, 
on  the  fifteenth  of  October;  but  in  the  General  Orders 
of  that  day,  Colonel  Joseph  Reed’s  Regiment  was 
ordered  to  join  the  Brigade  commanded  by  General 
McDougal;  and  Colonel  Hutchinson’s  Regiment  v.as 
ordered  to  join  the  Brigade  commanded  by  General 
Clinton.  The  Regiments  commanded,  respectively, 
by  Colonels  Sargent,  Ward,  and  Chester  and  by  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Storrs,  were  formed  into  a Brigade,  to 
be  commanded  by  Colonel  Sargent;  and  the  Regi- 
ments commanded,  respectively,  by  Colonels  Douglass, 
Ely,  Horselbrd,  and  by  Majors  Rogers  and  Graves, 
were,  also,  formed  into  a Brigade,  to  be  commanded 
by  General  Saltonstn.ll.  The  several  Brigades  of  the 
Army  were  formed  into  Divisions,-  those  commanded, 
respective-]}',  by  Brigadier-generals  Heard,  Beall,  and 
•Weed on  were  to  form  tire  Division  to  be  commanded 
by  Major-general  Putnam;  those  commanded,  respect- 
ively, by  Brigadier -generals  Lord  Stirliug,  Wads- 
worth, and  Fellows  were  to  form  the  Division  to  be 
commanded  by  Major-general  Spencer;  those  com- 
manded, respectively,  by  Brigadier-generals  Nixon, 
McDougal, and  James  Clinton,  the  last  commanded  by 
Colonel  Glover,  were  to  form  the  Division  to  be  com- 
manded by  Major-general  Lee ; those  commanded, 
respectively,  by  Brigadier-generals  Parsons,  Scott,  and 
George  Clinton  were  to  form  the  Division  to  be  com- 


1 The  render  has  been,  already,  informed  of  what  General  Howe 
stated  on  the  backwardness  of  the  Colonists,  even  of  those  who  1.1 
claimed  -o  have  been  loyal,  in  Inking  up  anus  agaiust  their  own  country, 
(vide  pnges  21-,  22">,  aula.)  We  need  not  repeat  the  statements. 

- It  i=r  a notice-able  fact,  and  one  fchich  has  seriously  perplex*’  ! those 
who  have  attempted  to  study  the  history  of  that  period  and,  very 
often,  has  led  them  astray,  that,  until  the  time  now  under  notice,  the 
Regiments  of  the  Army  were  not,  generally,  arranged  into  Brigades 
and  Divisions;  and  that  neither  Brigadiet-geuerals  nor  Major-generals 
hail  any  specified  Regiments  under  choir  especial  command — they  c *ui- 
uiaiuled  those  who  were  pit-sent  and  on  duty,  wherever  they  might  hap- 
pen to  he  ; and  it  is  hardly  to  be  wondered  at,  th  t them  was  so  lit  do  f 
order  and  discipline  in  the  Army  : it  is  rather  remarkable  there  were  as 
much  of  them  as  thoiv  appears  h have  been 
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mail  (led  by  Major-General  Heath  ; tlu*M‘  < •<im  ni;iM'U  « ! , 
respectively,  by  l>rig:i<licr-irv»crals  Sailor.'  .b !,  Ser- 
pent, and  Hand  were  to  Conn  the  L'ivision  to  be 
commanded  by  Major-genera!  Sullivan;  and  the 
Massachusetts  Militia,  tlrt n serving  with  the  Army, 
was  to  he  formed  into  a Division  to  be  commanded  by 
Major-general  Lincoln.1  At  the  same  time,  the  Gen- 
eral, in  the  most  pressing  terms,  exhorted  all  Officer* 
commanding  Divisions,  Brigades,  and  Regiments,  to 
have  their  Officers  and  the  men  under  their  respective 
commands  properly  informed  of  what  was  expec  ted 
from  them,  that  no  confusion  might  arise  in  ease  they 
should  be  suddenly  called  to  action,  which,  there  was 
no  kind  of  doubt,  was  near  at  hand ; and  lie  hoped 
and  flattered  himself  that  the  only  contention  would 
he  who  should  render  the  most  acceptable  service  to 
his  country  and  his  posterity.  He  ul>o  desired  that 
the  Officers  would  he  particularly  attentive  to  the 
mens’s  Arms  and  ammunition,  that  there  might  be  no 
deficiency  or  application  for  Caitridges  when  they 
were  called  into  the  field.3 

On  Wednesday,  the  sixteenth  of  October,  General 
Washington,  accompanied  by  the  other  Generals, 
made  a carelul  reconnaissance  of  the  ground  at  and 
near  Pell’s  or  Rodtnan’s-neck,3  towards  which,  it  is 
very  evident,  his  attention-  had  been  particularly  di- 
rected, as  the  point  towards  which  the  next  move- 
ment of  the  enemy  would  probably  be  directed.4 * 

With  all  the  information,  concerning  “ the  enemy’s 
“ intention  to  surround  ” the  American  Army,  which 
the  General  had  been  able  to  secure;  with  all  the 
knowledge  which  liis  personal  and  careful  reconnais- 
sance of  the  country  had  imparted  to  him  ; and  with 
all  the  intelligence  concerning  “ the  turbulence  of 
“ the  disaffected  in  the  upper  parts  of  this  State,” 
which  the  Convention  had  communicated  t*  him,  he 
r.e-a  sembled  the  Council  of  War  which  had  met  and 
adjourned  on  the  preceding  Sunday,3  [ October  13  ;] 

and  he  laid  all  these  matters  before  it,  for  its  consid- 

. 

eration. 

That  very  notable  Council  was  assembled  at  the 
Head-quarters  of  General  Lee  ; and,  besides  the  Com- 


1 Although  General  Lincoln  was  considered  ami  named,  in  the  CGx w.l 

Or  l'T  now  under  notice,  as  a Major-General,  it  i->  pruhahle  that  that  was  i 
only  hi'  rank  in  ti>-  Militia  <d  tciiuscPs,  sin*  in  1 1 . • • CVum-tl  of  Wn r, 

which  w s held  on  the  following  day,  [October  H.i,]  lie  was  ranked  tu?  | 
only  a Brigadier-general,  and  then  only  at  the  lower  end  of  the  line  of  i 
Brigadiers. 

2 General  Orders,  “ IIe.vd-quartebs,  Harlem  Heights,  Octubcr  15, 

3 Memoirs  of  General  Heath,  71. 

* The  first  reconnaissance  which  the  General  made,  after  the  encim’s 
occupation  of  Thruggsneck,  included  “the  Necks  adjacent,*’ so  lli.it  he  ! 

was  not  ign«>raut  of  the  character  of  the  ground  on  and  near  I’»  ll  r*- 
neck  ; but,  on  the  morning  of  the  sixteenth — probably  because  of  inl’u-  j 
inati«>n  received,  on  the  preceding  day,  from  some  deserters  from  th* 
th-et,  who  hail  been  taken  to  Head-quarters  and  personally  txamim*d  by  i 
t he  ( .cueral,  witli  ev ident  confidence  in  their  testimony,  (Geutn'd  H*.  1 

ton  to  Governor  Trumbull,  “ Hea,  n-Qtw  rteks,  lie.  aims  ov  HaRLFM,  Octo-  | 
“ !n.'r  1(1,  ITTG,*’)— another  and  more  minute  examination  of  the  ground 
was  made,  us  stated  in  the  t*  xt. 

0 Vide  page  2 33,  ante. 


1 

| mumler-in-cliief,  Major-generals  Lee,  Putnam,  Heath, 
Spencer,  and  Sulli v in  ; Ifi  itra  lie;-  g.-uerals  I.-  el  Stir- 
ling, Mililin,  MeDniigal,  P.trs.iu.^,  Nixon,  Wadswc-Oi, 
Scott,  Follows,  Clinton,  and  Lincoln;  and  Colonel 
Knox,  commanding  the  Artillery,  were  present — al- 
1 though  General  Greene  was  at  the  Head-quarters  of 
: the  Army,  on  Harlem  heights,  he  was  evidently  out 
, of  humor  and  was  not  present.6  After  the  C'ommnnd- 
1 cr-in-chief  had  communicated  to  the  assembled  Gen- 

I 

i erals  those  letters  from  the  Convention  of  the  State 
! and  those  “ accounts  of  deserters  showing  the  enemy’s 
‘ “intention  to  surround”  the  American  Army,  to 
which  reference  has  been  made,  and  after  much  con- 
1 sideration  and  debate,  the  following  question  was 
stated:  “ Whether,  (it  having  appeared  that  the  ob- 
i “ structions  in  the  North  River  have  proved  insuffi- 
“ cient,  and  that  the  enemy’s  whole  force  is  now  in 
“ our  rear,  on  Frog  Point,)  it  is  now  deemed  possible, 
“ in  our  present  situation,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
“ cutting  off  the  communication  with  the  country  and 
j “ compelling  us  to  fight  them,  at  all  disadvantages, 
“ or  surrender  prisoners  at  discretion?”  With  only 
one  dissenting  voice,  that  of  General  George  Clinton, 
j the  Council  agreed  that  “ it  is  not  possible  to  prevent 
“ the  communication  from  being  cut  off;  and  that 
“ one  of  the  consequences  mentioned  in  the  question 
" must  certainly  follow.”  Largely,  if  not  entirely,  iu 
deference  to  the  expressed  will  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  the  Council  resolved,  however,  apparently 
w ith  entire  unanimity,  “ that  Fort  Washington  be  re- 
“ tained  as  long  as  possible.”  7 


r>Gen  ral  Greene  to  Governor  Cooke,  “Head-quarters,  Nkw-York  Is- 
“ land,  October  Ifj,  1776.” 

Singular  as  it  wouM  appear  to  be,  were  not  the  propensity  for  securing 
all  the  honor  which  belongs  to  them  and  as  much  more  as  is  possible,  bo 
generally  prevalent  among  those  who  have  occupied  public  places,  Gor- 
don, who  'ft' as  so  largely  the  exponent  of  General  Greene's  opinions  and 
pretensions,  made  the  latter  take  a leading  part,  in  the  Council,  in  op- 
posing the  movement. of  the  Army  from  Harlem  Heights;  hut  the  official 
Minute*  of  the  Council  clearly  show  that  General  Greene  was  not  present, 
and,  therefore,  con'd  not  have  taken  any  part  in  the  proceedings  of  that 
body,  (Compare  the  Proceedings  of  a Council  of  General  Officers  at  the 
Ib  id  quarters  of  General  Lee,  October  16,  1776,  with  Gordon '»  History  of 
the  American  Revolution  ii.  338.) 

■ J'i  oeeediu-js  of  a Council  of  General  OjJiCcvs  held  at  the  Jlead>iuarters  of 
Centr'd  Lee,  October  Hi,  177<;. 

IVcamc  of  evident  emus  in  the  copy  of  that  paper  which  is  printed  in 
Force's  American  At  chic- s,  Y. , ii.,1117,  11  IS,  we  have  preton  ul  the  copy 
of  it,  e\ i'lcntly  taken  from  t'\  • original  manii- jripl,  which  appears  iu 
Spaik.s’s  Writiu-js  of  Gon-tjc  IVn&hio  jtov , Ed.  Boston:  1831,  iv. , 155,  note. 

In  his  evidently  new-horn  zeal,  adverse  to  the  military  and  personal 
character  of  General  Charles  Lee,  Bancroft,  lias  exj«osed  his  entire  ina- 
bility to  understand  and  correctly  describe  a military  movement,  what- 
ever his  capability  of  understanding  ami  correctly  describing  a political 
movement  may  be,  in  what  ho  has  written  concerning  *•  the  origin  of 
“ the  retirement  of  the  American  Army  from  New  York.”  (History  of  the 
I'nited  States,  Edit.  Boston  : 1866,  ix.,  175,  note  ; the  same,  centenary  edi- 
tion, v.,  410,  note.) 

In  his  attempt  to  take  from  General  Leo  everthing  of  credit  for 
having  united  with  others,  in  advising  that  “retirement  of  the  Amer- 
ican Army  from  New  York,”  which  is  now  under  iNiiisidcration. 
tlmt  veuerableand  distinguished  historian  lias  entirely  disregarded  Clio 
action  of  that  Council  of  NYar,  in  which  the  Conimandor-in-ehmf  was 
officially  informed,  the  first  tinio,  of  the  opinions  of  the  General  Otli<  .*rs, 
concerning  the  further  occupation  of  the  Heights  of  llar  eni  by  the  main 
body  of  the  AmerLan  Army . on  which  opinions  the  liencrul  Orders  for 
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The  several  positions  occupied  by  the  different  por- 
tions of  tiie  Army,  fret:  d t to  day.  h-.w  ■ i.-u 
noticed,  tvith  any  i!._v  • i c:o.  r;  an\  of, 

the  ollicial  doeunieut'i  or  pu!>ii'.’aii<ins  ot  ihat  period,  ; 
as  far  sw  we  have  knowledge  ; hut  it  is  < vid"i:t  rhot 
the  command  of  Major-general  Spencer  was  moved 
from  the  exterior  lines,  on  the  Heights  of  llarlem,  to 
which  it  had  been  ordered  on  the  preceding  Monday,  j 
[ October  14, ]l  and  carried  into  Westchester-eounty—  I 
the  Brigades  commanded,  respectively,  by  Brigadier- 
generals  Wadsworth  and  Fellows  were  moved  to  j 
Kingabridge,2  probably  farther  northward  ; and  the  j 
Brigade  commanded  by  Brigadier-general  Lord  Stir-  i 
ling,  to  which  the  Regiments  commanded,  respect-  j 
ivcly,  by  Colonels  Wet-don  and  Reed  were  added,"  i 
was  pushed  forward,  first,  to  the  Mile  Square  and,  j 
afterwards,  to  the  White  Plains.4  A portion,  if  not  the  j 
whole,  of  the  Brigade  commanded  by  Colonel  Glover  j 
was  evidently  moved  to  support  whatever  guard  there  [ 
may  have  been  posted  on  the  outlet  from  Pell’s,  or 
Rodman’s,  neck;3  two  Regiments  of  the  Massachu" 


that  “ retirement”  were  largely  bits.*.!,  and  from  the  date  of  which 
officially  expressed  opinions,  alone,  that  of  “the  origin  of  the  retire- 
“ ctent  of  the  American  Army  from  New  York  *’  can  be  accurately  ascer- 
tained. 

Surely  the  historian  could  not  have  been  sincere  when  he  described 
the  hurried  movement  of  the  Regiment  commanded  by  Colonel  Small- 
wood, on  the  twelfth  of  October,  to  oppose  the  progress  of  the  enemy 
from  Throggs-ueck,  as  a “retirement  of  the  American  Army  from  New 
“ York  ; ” and  because  the  weight  of  his  authorities,  in  support  of  his 
fancy,  was  confined  to  a single  letter,  written  by  the  Adjutant-general  of 
tho  Army  to  his  wife,  on  the  day  after  the  enemy  lauded  on  Tlirogg's- 
neck,  iri  which  that  officer  said,  “The  principal  part  of  this  Army  is 
“moved  off  this  island” — a movement  from  the  works  on  Harlem 
Heights,  which  was  only  for  the  purpose  of  holding  the  em  iuy  in  check, 
and  that  not,  by  any  means,  in  fact,  approaching  a movement  of  “the 
“ princ  ipal  part  of  the  Army,”  nor  with  either  an  intimation  or  a pretense 
that  it  was  a **  retirement  of  the  American  Army”  from  it.s  strong  posi- 
tion— without  any  other  testimony  whatever  to  support  it,  we  are  con- 
strained to  attribute  the  statement  under  consideration,  either  to  have 
been  an  ebullition  of  his  antipathy  against  General  Lee  or  one  of  the 
reasonable  results  of  his  igu'orauce  ot  what  was  necessary  to  constitute 
a “retirement  of  the;  American  Army  from  New  York.” 

It  would  have  been  more  creditable  to  the  authorial  reputation  of  that 
venerable  writer  of  history,  had  he  read  what  General  Washington  in 
structed  his  Secretary  to  write  to  the  President  of  the  Congress,  outlie 
seventeenth  of  October,  the  day  after  the  Council  had  advised  him  of  the 
inexpediency  of  holding  the  Heights  of  Harlem,  with  the  main  body  of 
the  Army,  on  the  subject  of  the  “ change  of  our  disposition,  to  counter- 
“act  the  operations  of  the  enemy,  declining  an  attack  on  our  front.”  ( 
Had  he  i-m.i1  that  very  simple  statement,  he  would  hav  - a.- .-lUmitd  that  1 
the  Commander  in  chief  was  not  a ware,  on  the  Seventeenth  of  October,  I 
that  aoy  p -rrion  of  the  Army,  at  liiat  time,  hud  been  “ taken  from  j 
“hence,”  in  the  sense  of  a “retirement  of  the  Army  that  the  “change  ! 
“of  the  disposition  ” of  the  Army  h id  not,  then,  been  made;  that  that  1 
pv'jposcd  “change  of  our  disposition”  wa*5  frankly  stated  to  have  teen 
“ determined  ” on,  .in  the  Council  of  General  Officers,  on  the  preceding  | 
day  ; and  that  ‘ * General  Leo,  who  urrived  on  Monday,  had  strongly  ' 
“urged  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  measure, ” Did  yet  executed. 

1 Vide  page  234,  ante. 

2 Memoirs  of  General  Heath,  71. 

3 General  Orders  ••  He.vd-qvartf.rs,  IIarlem  Heights,  October  17,  j 
“177b.” 

■*  Memoirs  of  Central  Heath , 74. 

h The  action  which  occurred  ou  the  eight«*«»nth  of  October,  tho  day 
after  that  of  which  we  write,  was  maintained  by  the  Regiments  com- 
manded, respectively,  by  Colon  Is  Shepard,  Read,  Baldwin,  and  Glover, 
all  of  them  belonging  to  t h • • Brigade  commandi-d  by  Colonel  Glover,  in 
the  ulrsciice  of  General  James  Clinton. — (Vole  pages  2H-2-10,  p"*L) 


setts  Militia,  from  the  command  of  Major-general 
Lincoln,  were  “ sent  up  the  river,”  [the  Iludtton-rirer , j 
to  watch  the  motions  of  the  ships,”  [the  Bhaaiix,  the 
Roebuck,  and  the  Tartar,  then  lying  off  Tarry  town. 

“ and  to  oppose  any  landing  of  men,  that  they  niav 
attempt;”6  while  the  Head-quarters  of  that  small 
Division  and,  probably,  the  two  remaining  Regiments, 
were  posted  on  Valentine’s-hill,7  in  the  Town  of 
Yonkers,  one  of  those  ridges  which  formed,  and 
which  still  form,  a distinguishing  feature  in  the  to- 
pography of  Westchester-county  ; and,  at  the  time  of 
which  we  write,  the  most  southerly  of  those  high 
sr rounds,  extending  northerly  as  far  as  the  White 
Plains,  which  were  subsequently  occupied  by  detach- 
ments of  the  American  Army,  while  the  main  body 
of  that  Army  was  laboriously  and  painfully  occupied 
in  its  famous  retreat,  with  its  baggage  and  stores, 
from  the  Heights  of  Iiarlem  to  the  high  grounds  at 
the  last  mentioned-place  ; 8 and  General  Heath’s  Di- 
vision was  posted  in  a line  extending  from  Fort  In- 
dependence to  Yalentine’s-hill.9  It  is  said,  also,  that 
a line  of  entrenched  encampments  was  also  formed, 
along  the  high  grounds,  on  the  western  side  of  the 
Bronx-river,  from  Valeutine’s-hill,  on  the  South,  to 
Chattertou's-hill,  opposite  the  White  Plains,  on  the 
North  ; 10  but  by  which  of  the  Regiments  they  were 


6 General  Washington  to  Governor  Trumbull , “Heights  of  Harlem, 
“15  October,  1776.” 

"•Memoirs  of  General  EUath,  73. 

• 3 Yi  le  pages  230  ; 2-50,  251  ; 254  ; etc.,  post. 

‘J  The  two  Regiments  of  Connecticut  encamped  on  the  Harlem-river, 
belonging  to  General  Parson’s  Brigade,  ( General  Orders,  “ IIkap-qfap.- 
“tf.rs,  Harlem  Heights,  October  15,  1770,”)  were  ordered  to  passover 
the  new  Bridge  and  join  Colonel  Swartwout;  and,  with  bis  Regiment, 
to  form  a Hank  guard.  Of  the  Brigade  commanded  by  General  Parsons, 
tin'  Regiments  commanded,  respectively,  by  Colonels  Prescott  and  Hunt- 
ington were  ordered  to  occupy  Fort  Independence;  Colonel  Ward,  with 
his  Regiment,  was  ordered  to  Fletcher's,  to  the  eastward  of  Fort  Inde- 
pendence; the  Regiments  commanded,  respectively,  by  Colonels  Tyler 
and  Wyllys,  were  ordered  to  form  a Reserve  ; and  Captain  Treadwell, 
with  a three  pounder,  and  Lieutenant  Berbeck,  with  a howitzer,  were 
attached  to  the  Brigade.  Of  the  Brigade  commanded  by  General  Scott, 
the  Rfgiments  commanded,  respectively,  by  Colonels  Lasher  and  Mal- 
colm wore  ordered  to  form  a-  Reserve  ; * Colonel  Drake,  with  his  Regi- 
ment, was  ordered  to  occupy  the  Redoubt,  in  Bates’s  cornfield  ; Colonel 
Hardenbcrg,  with  his  Regiment,  was  ordered  to  occupy  the  Redoubt,  on 
Cannon-hill  ; and  Lieutenant  Fleming  and  Fen  no,  each  with  a three- 
pounder.  were  attached  t;  the  Brigade.  Of  General  Georg*:  Clinton’s 
Brigade,  the  Regiments  commanded,  respectively,  by  Colonels  Ni**-jll« 
and  Thomas  were  ordered  to  form  a Reserve  ; Colonel  Pawling,  with  his 
Regiment,  was  ordered  to  occupy  Valentino's  cornfield,  with  Colonel 
Graham  and  his  Regiment  on  his  left ; and  Captain  Bryant,  with  atbree- 
poumier,  and  Lieutenant  Jackson,  with  a six  pounder,  w,  re  attached  to 
the  Brigade.  (Division  Orders , “ K ixo’s- Brito  K,  October  17,1776.”) 

U-1  General  Home  to  Lord  Georye  Germaine , “ New -YORK,  30  November 
“ 1776  Sauthier’s  Plan  of  the  Operations  of  the  King's  Army  under  the 
OonOiand  of  General  Sir  William  Home  K.  li  , in  Kew-lorkond  East  Aeir- 
Jersey ; .1  Plan  of  the  Country  frohi  Prog's  Point  to  C'rnton  Kivcr  shelving 
the  positions,  etc.  ; Annual  Register  for  1776;  Hid  or  y of  Europe,  *-177  ; 
Gordon’s  History  of  the  .4 merivin  Peculation,  ii.,  339  ; Marshall’s  Life  of 
George  Washington , ii.,  500  ; etc. 

Reference  may  properly  bo  made,  in  this  place,  to  the  two  Maps,  named 
among  the  authorities  referred  to.  in  this  instance- one  cf  them  drawn 


* There  are  some  reasons  for  supposing  that  those  two  KeginienLs  con- 
stituted the  force  left,  under  Colonel  Lasher,  for  the  protection  of  Fort 

Independence,  when  the  Division  was  moved  to  the  White  Plains. 
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construct.-.!  and  by  whom  occupied,  we  are  unable  to 
.tale  with  certainty,  althouirh  we  suspect  that  the 
Massachusetts  Militia,  eoiinnnmh  ! hv  General  Liu- 
t,iln,  and  the  two  Brigades  iff  ( iencral  Spencer’s  Di- 
vision, commanded,  respectively,  by  Generals  Fel- 
lows arid  Wadsworth,  who  had  been  moved  from  the 
Heights  of  Harlem  to  Kingsbridge,  on  the  seventeenth 
of  October,  were  the  artificers  who  constructed  and 
the  soldiers  who  occupied  that  very  greatly  important 
line  of  hastily  constructed  earthworks. 

There  had  not  been  much  haste  displayed  in  the 
American  Army,  in  changing  its  position  on  the 
Heights  of  Harlem,  made  really  strong  by  the-  outlay 
of  immense  labor,  notwithstanding  the  enemy  had 
completely  turned  its  left  flank,  occupied  a position  ! 


capable  of  throwing  a strong  force  across  its  entire  ; 
rear,  of  seizing  every  line  of  communication  and 
every  strong  position,  and  of  forming  such  a line  of 
offensive  operations,  covered,  on  either  flank,  by  the 
ships  off  Tarrytown  and  the  fleet  off  Throgg’s-neck, 
which  the  Americans,  in  their  generally  unknown 
weakness  and  poverty  of  supplies,  could  scarcely 
have  hoped  to  overcome.  But  General  Washington 
had  a lingering  suspicion  that  the  movement  of  the 
enemy  to  ThroggVneek  was  drily  a feint;  that  he 
remained  in  that  unseemly  position  only  to  await  the 
proper  time  when  he  could  quickly  embark  again, 
and  drop  down  to  Morrisania,  on  one  tide;  and  that 


by  Clan  do  Joseph  Sauthior,  a celebrated  Engineer  iq  the  service  of  the 
King,  and  published  by  William  Faden,  in  London,  in  1777  ; the  other, 
drawn  by  tho  Engineers  of  the  American  Army  for,  and  preserved  by; 
General  Washington,  and  engraved,  from  the  original  manuscript,  for 
tho  illustration  of  the  original  edition  of  ( hi*  ‘ justice  Marshall’s  Life  of 
George  Washington,  published  in  Philadelphia,  in  1>04. 

As  both  of  these  Maps  were  original! y official,  one  British  and  tho 
other  American  ; as  both  were  published  from  rim  respective  manuscripts, 

nearly  as  possible  in  fur-simile;  and  as  both  are  historical  authorities 
of  the  highest  chanicter,  they  will  be  frequently  referred  to,  in  our  nar- 
rative of  the  Military  Operations  in  AVestchester-county  ; and,  in  order 
that  our  readers  may  also  enjoy  the  benefits  t-  be  derived  from  a use  of 
tlnm,  while  reading  the  story  of  AVestohestor-county's  revolutionary 
history,  tho  Publishers  have  re  produced  them,  at  our  request,  as  n-arly 
in  exact  fu  e-sim  tic  of  the  original  publications,  as  possible.  Suiithiers 
Map  will  be  found  opjiosite  page  227  of  this  work,  ante;  and  General 
Washington’s  Map  will  be  found  opposite  thi-  page  of  the  same. 

We  may  be  permitted,  however,  to  call  the  reader’s  attend  n to  a ■sin- 
gular error  which  was  made  in  Uttering  the  Rr.iti.-h  Map.  AVLoro  “ Phil- 
44 ipsburgh,'  [Pi.  rough,]  oc  Vonk  o',  should  haw  been  h->ig;;:t' .-1 
the  word  “ Wepperham  ” — intended  for  * Nepcrhan,’’  the  name  of  the 
stream,  popularly  known  as  the  “ SuwmiU-ri\ or,”  at  the  mouth  of  which 
Philipsborough,  ot  Yonkers,  stood — has  been  erroneously  inserted;  ami, 
instead  of  designating  Tarrytown,  not  “ Terry  town,”  as  situated  miles 
above  tho  Poeautieo,  on  which  the  upper  Manorhouse  of  tho  Manor  ot 
PbiIipsbon»ugh  yet  stands,  that  noted  village  ought  to  luivo  be.  n desig- 
nated below  that  stream — indeed,  tho  Poeautieo  is  made  to  appear  as  if  it 
were  the  Ne  peril  a n,  or  S.iw  mill-river  ; and  Dobbs’s- ferry  and  Tarrytown 
arc  consequently  crowded  up,  into  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Cruton- 
r.ver,  although  they  are  several  miles  below  that  stream  ; and  all  the 
other  lettering  of  the  Map  is  similarly  f reed  to  the  northward,  unduly, 
in  order  that  it  may  be  made  to  correspond  with  the  river-village?. 

Prolwihly  misled  by  the  errors  referred  to.  in  the  official  Map,  thel*ean- 
tiful  Map  of  tho  same  Military OjuTations,  which  illustrates  Stedinau’e 
liu-hirg  of'  ton  American  War,  has  repeated  the  mi.-Huk*-*,  in  all  their  ug 
liuesri  ; and  tin;  first  editiou  of  Logging's  FielJ-b>j>ik  of  the  devolution  per- 
petuated the  unwelcome  errors. 


I caution  was  necessary.1  Besides  that  caution,  in  the 
: Commander-in-chief,  there  was  a great  scarcity  of 
i the  means  for  transporting  the  Stores  and  Baggage  to 
another  and  distant  position  ; 2 and,  with  commenda- 


1 Colonel  Ilarruon  to  General  Heath,  “ II  ead-oUakteks,  October  12, 
“1776  ; ” Colonel  Grayson  to  the  same,  “ IIkad-ouartkks,  October  13, 
“ 1776  ;”  the  same  to  Governor  Trumbull , “ Hfa D-QUaETEIu*,  Harlem 
**  II eighth,  October  15,  1770;”  etc. 

On  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth  of  October,  while  the  enemy  was 
secu  in  motion  to  the  eastward  of  Throgg’s  neck,  when  that  fact  was 
communicated  to  General  Washington,  by  General  Heath,  the  latter  was 
ordered  to  return  to  hiscommaud,  which  had  been  posted  with  its  right 
at  Valentine's  and  its  left  at  Fort  Independence,  and  to  have  it  “ formed, 
14  ready  f.«r  action,  immediately,  anil  to  take  such  a position  as  might  ap- 
“ pear  be>t  calculated  to  oppose  the  enemy,  should  they  attempt  to  land 
“another  body  of  troops  on  Morrisania,  which  he  thought  not  improba- 
“ bio  and  General  Heath  44  immediately  obeyed  the  Order.”  (Memoirs 
of  General  Heath,  72.) 

- That  scarcity  will  be  evident  to  the  reader  of  General  Orders  of  the 
seventeenth  of  October,  in  which  “ some  Regiments”  are  ordered  “to 
14  move  towards  them,”  [the  enemy,]  in  w hich  Orders  were  also  included 
for  the  government  of  those  Regiments,  in  the  ti  ansportation  of  their 
Tents  aud  Baggage. 

See,  also,  Quar  ter  mnsfr -general  MijJlin  to  William  Oner,  44  Mount  Wasfi- 
“ iNGTOx,  October  20,  1776.” 

Gordon,  when  describing  the  movement  from  Harlem  Heights,  said, 
“The  movement  was  attended  with  much  difficulty,  for  want  of  Watr- 
“ gons  and  Artillery  horses.  When  a part  was  forwarded,  the  other  was 
“fetched  on.  This  w as  the  general  way  of  removing  the  Camp-equip- 
44  page  and  other  appendages  of  the  Army.  The  few  Teams  which  were 
‘‘at  hand,  were  in  nowise  equal  to  the  service;  and  their  deheieney 
“could  be  made  up  only  by  the  bodily  labor  of  the  men.”  (Hulvry  of  the 
slinerv  tni  devolution,  i i. , 339,  340.) 

It  would  be  useful,  were  some  one  to  ascertain  and  to  inform  the  world 
of  historical  literature,  just  why  there  was  such  a remarkable  scarcity 
of  Teams,  in  such  an  old-settled  agricultural  community  a*  occupied  the 
low'er  Towns  of  Westchester  county,  in  the  Autumn  of  1776,  especially  of 
those  Teams  w hich  were  required  by  the  American  Army,  by  whom  that 
portion- of  the  Comity  had  been  occupied,  during  several  weeks  precedin  g 
the  date  of  the  retreat  from  Harlem  Heights.  There  would  be  some 
curious  revelations  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  Quarter-master-geueral’a 
Department ; but  there  would,  also,  be  some  very  much  more  curious 
revelations  of  thefts  of  horses,  by  the  Officers  of  the  Army,  not  for  their 
present  purposes,  but  for  their  use,  in  the  future,  after  their  retirement 
from  the  service.  A ide  General  Orders, October  31,  1776. 

The  farmers  of  Westchester-couuty  were  robbed,  indiscriminately,  not 
only  by  the  camp-followers  and  tho  privates  of  the  Army,  but  by  the 
| Officers,  including  Field-officers ; * and,  iu  that  work  of  plunder,  the 
records  are  singularly  ample  in  their  evidence  that  the  pluudercrs  were 
almost  exclusively  men  and  Officers  of  the  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut 
Lines. f At  a later  period  than  that  which  is  now  under  consideration 
even  a Major-general  of  the  Continental  Army  was  confederated  with 
similar  thieves  ; and  gave  orders  on  tho  Paymasters  of  the  Army  f >r 


* The  Committee  of  Safety  to  the  Preside**,  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
“Is  (V JIM- ITT EE  OF  SAFj.l’Y  FOR  THE  fTATB  <»K  NEW  YoRK,  FlaUKLLl., 
“ November  28, 1776  Imposition  of  John  Marline,  “ 13  November,  1776 
Deposition  of  Mannacluke  Foster,  ‘-13  November,  1776  Petition  of  Plus  be 
Oakley,  1 December,  1770;”  Deposition  of  Tnhnun  Put/sley,  “2  Dcoeni- 
1776  Deposition  of  Ebenezer  BnrriH,  “2  December,  1776  Jour- 
nal of  the  LOmmitU  of  Safety , “Monday  morning,  2 December,  1776  •” 
the  Committee  of  Safety  to  Central  Heath,  “In  Committee  of  Safety  for 
“the  State  of  Nf.w  York,  Fishkill,  December  3,  1776;”  PttUim  of 
Inhabitants  of  WcCchvSter- county,  44  Westchfjjter-COUNTT,  December  23, 
“1776;”  etc. 

f The  Regiment  of  Massachusetts  Artificers,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Brewer,  and  the  Regiment  of  Connecticut  troops,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Charles  AN  ebb,  were  especially  notorious,  a?  thieves. 

S'ee,  General  Order  jar  Kecuriny  Sergeant  Tripp  and  others , “ Fefkskit.l 
’*  11  December,  1776  ; Minnie * of  C<mrt  .Martial  for  trial  of  Major  Austin 
“ PuiT.irsnuRG,  November  12,  177G;”  Covnnihna  d of  Cnptdn  Phi  two  b 
Ford  to  the.  Duchess-county  Jail,  **  By  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the 
“State  of  Novv-Yokk,  Fishkill,  January  the  1st,  177*  ;”  etc. 
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blc  prudence,  a removal  of  I read-quarters  from  the  j 
strong  position  which  they,  then,  occupied,  .:■>! 
attempted  until  every  possible  preparation  for  a sue-  , 
cessful  removal  of  them  had  been  duly  made.  Every 
portion  of  the  Army  was  so  disposed,  however,  that  j 
all  could  be  concentrated  around  Head-quarters,  in  a 
short  time,  should  such  a movement  become  neces- 
sary, although  the  enemy  was,  also,  properly  and 
effectively  guarded;  and,  although  there  was  no  ap- 
pearance of  haste,  in  anything  which  was  done,  there 
was,  also,  abundant  evidence  that  the  Commander-in- 
chief,  no  longer  given  away  to  despondency,  was  en- 
tirely mindful  of  the  great  responsibility  w hich,  then, 
rested  on  him. 

While  all  these  anxieties  had  prevailed  throughout  j 
the  American  Army,  and  while  all  these  precautions 
were  being  taken  by  General  Washington,  General  ] 
Howe  and  the  main  body  of  the  Hovai  Army  had 
been  quietly  encamped  on  Throgg’s-rseek.  With  tiie 
exception  of  a scattering  fire  across  the  marsh  which 
separated  the  Neck  from  the  mainland,  which  seems 
to  have  done  no  material  damage,1  there  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  any  offensive  movement  what- 
ever;2 and  there  is  very  little  reason  for  supposing 
that  the  entire  period  of  the  stay  of  the  Army,  at  that 
place,  was  not  duly  occupied  in  the  transportation  of 
Stores  and  Provisions  and  means  for  Transportation 
and  what  must  have  been  regarded  as  necessary  rein- 
forcements.3 

It  is  not  an  uncommon  occurrence  for  those  who  are 
without  information,  during  a War,  to  condemn  what 
they  regard  as  the  tar  iiness,  sometimes  as  the  crimi- 
nal tardiness,  of  a commanding  General,  in  the  move- 
ment of  his  command  on  some  enterprise  on  which 
the  faultfinders  have  rested  large,  very  often  unduly 
large,  expectations;  and  General  Howe  has  not  es- 
caped from  that  very  common  condemnation.  As  we 


payment  of  the  transportation  of  the  plunder,  from  the  scenes  of  the 
theft*  to  the  homes  of  th?  thieves  ami  of  their  accessories,  of  high  or 
low  degree,  in  the  neighboring  State  of  Connecticut.* 

1 Memoirs  </  General.  Heath,  70,  71. 

5 Judge  Jones,  in  his  remarkably  accurate  Jlislonj  of  Seta  York  daring 
the  lie  ml  nliom  try  Har,'(i.,  12*2,)  said  of  General  Howe’s  occupation  of  j 
Throgg’s  neck,  “ here  a whole  fortnight  was  spent  in  doing  nothing  j 
44  (plundering  the  inhabitants  and  stealing  their  horses  except,  d > ” We  I 
incline  to  the  belief,  however,  that  Genera!  Jlowe  had  no  communica- 
tion with  the  mainland  suhien.-nt  to  enable  him  to  seize  horses;  and  there  j 
could  not  have  been  much  opportunity  for  plunder,  by  the  troops,  unless 
on  the  Neck,  for  the  same  controlling  reason. 

The  Judge  was  also  evidently  in  error  as  to  the  period  of  General 
Howe's  occupation  of  the  Neck — he  landed,  there,  on  the  twelfth  of  Oc- 
tober,and  he  moved  from  it,  on  the  eighteenth  of  the  tm«»  month,  which 
can  hardly  be  said,  with  propriety,  to  have  been  “ a witch-  fortnight.” 

3 General  Howe  to  Lord  George  Germaine,  “ Nkw-Yokk,  3u  November, 

44  1776.” 


• General  George  Clinton  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Hamilton,  “ l*oi t.iik  HER-  . 
44  sir,  28  December,  1777.'’ 

It  is  a singular  fact  that  the  Major-gem- ral  referred  to  in  the  N te,  also  1 
inspired  the  destruction  of  the  White  Plains,  in  which  Major  Austin  also  j 
first  plundered  (host*. whose  houses  lie  1.  st roved.  ( T>  <liinoni/  of  S g-aut  ■ 
Churchill  aw!  Tiling  Horn , on  th-  tn  l of  M >j"r  as  to  the  robbery,  | 

and  Major  Austin  a Defence  Injure  the  $tme  Court,  :us  to  tin:  original  author  1 
of  the  devastation.) 


have  alremlv  -•  il<  .l.‘  lie  has  been  condemned  fi  r 
imr  t * ! i ; 1 1 • 1 * • r i 1 bi  . ii.-v  lm  oi;i‘t:pi*-l  Thr  ;k  in- 

stead  ip'  some  more  favorable  point,  on  the  mainland ; 
hut,  a.«  we  have  also  shown,  whatever  of  censure  then- 
may  have  been  due  for  having  thus  blundered  iu  occu- 
pying that  isolated  Neck,  if  there  was  any  blunder  in 
the  case,  it  belonged  to  Admiral  Lord  Howe  instead  of 
to  the  General,  his  brother.  General  Howe  has  been 
condemned,  also,  because  ot  his  long  stay  on  1 hrogg’s- 
ueck,  without  having  attempted  to  move  from  that 
position,  in  any  direction  whatever,3  but  surely  no 
one  would  have  desired  him  to  move  into  an  enemy’s 
country,  in  the  face  of  an  active  military  force  of  that 
enemy,  without  a Commissariat,  without  the  neces- 
sary military  Stores  which  would  become  necessary  in 
his  conduct  of  the  proposed  movement  into  that  ene- 
my's country,  and  without  the  slightest  pretense  to 
the  necessary  means  for  transporting  even  his  Officers’ 
baggage,  of  all  of  which  the  first  and  second  detach- 
ments had  taken  comparatively  little  to  the  Neck, 
and  of  all  of  which  the  subsequent  and  main  supplies 
were  held  back  by  adverse  winds,  which  prevented 
the  vessels  which  bore  them  from  passing  through 
Ilell-gate.6  In  addition  to  the  delays  in  moving  the 
Commissariat,  the  military  Stores,  and  the  Horses 
and'Waggons  of  the  Quarter-master-geueral’s  Depart- 
ment,7 to  which  reference  has  been  made,  some  delay 
was  also  experienced  in  moving  three  Battalions  of 
Hessians,  from  Staten-island,  for  the  reinforcement 
of  the  main  body,  on  the  Neck  ; 8 and  thu3,  in  Gen- 
eral Howe’s  own  words,  “ Four  or  five  days  had  been 
“ unavoidably  taken  up  in  landing  at  Frog's-Neck, 
instead  of  going,  at  once,  to  Pell’s-point,  which 
“ would  have  been  an  imprudent  measure,  as  it  could 


4 Vide  page  231,  a rite. 

5 [Hall's]  Hid- ,r//  of  the  Civil  War  in  America,  i.,  203;  Steelman* 3 Jlidari/ 
of  the  American  H 'ar,  i.,  210,  211 ; Gordon’s  History  of  the  American  Rev- 
olution, ii.,  337  ; Adolphus's  Histori / of  England,  Ed.  London  : 1SA7,  ii., 
379  ; "j  irks  - Life  of  (J  Washii  gU  n,  19 1 ; Irvin  j’a  I /■  f 1 
Washington,  ii.,  385  ; etc. 

s General  Hereto  Lord  George  Germaine,  “New-York,  30  November; 
“ 1770  ; ” General  llar.'s  Sjieech  before  a Committee  of  the  House  of  • ' -m- 
wons,  April  20,  1770;  Anniud  Register  for  1776 ; History  of  Europe,  170*; 
etc. 

The  adverse  v.  in  ks,  which  prevented  Lhe  supplies,  etc.,  from  tutting 
Hell-gate-,  wet '•*  referred  to  by  General  Howe  in  hU  letter  to  Lord  George  . 

rno  an-,  "St  w-Y  <»rr,  30  Nov  ember,  1770  and  in  those  of  Lii'uttn  <■  ‘ ■ I 

Tench  Tilghnnin  to  William  Duer,  “ Head-quarters,  Harlem  Heights, 
‘•Ci  : ber  IT,  1776;”  Gem  • al  Washington  to  the  Continental  ( ingress, 
“Harlem  Heights,  October  18,  1776  etc. 

* “ IIo  transported  Carriages  with  him  from  England;  and  whatever 
“morel,  wanted  were  procured  on  Long  Island  and  Staten  Island,” 
(Galloway's  Japlg  L>  the  Observations  of  Lieutenant-general  Sir  William 
Howe,  9.) 

8 In  bis  despatch  t<*  Lord  George  Germaine,  44  Nf.w-York,  39  Novcm- 
4v  ber,  1770,”  General  Howe  stated  that  “three  Battalions  of  Hessians 
“ were  drawn  from  Staten  I&laud  ; ” but  in  his  Speech  bef  re  a C-amiittee 
of  the  House  of  Comnoo w,  April  29,  1779,  when  his  conduct,  as  Command- 
er-in-chief «*f  tho  King's  forces  in  North  America,  was  under  considera- 
tion, he  stated,  without  contradiction,  that  the  reinforcement  consist** 4 5.] 
of  44  the  Second  Division  of  llc'-siaus.”  We  have  preferred  the  former 
statement;  because  there  was,  then,  only  one  Brigade  of  IL-ssiaus  «>n 
Stat  u l land;  and  because  the  “Second  Division  of  Hessians,'  t nder 
General  Knyphau.'Cn,  had  not,  then,  ivarhed  America. 
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not  have  been  executed  without  much  unnecessary 
••  risk.”  1 

Having  at  length,  completely  e dec  ted  liis  occupa- 
tion of  Throgg’s-neck  and  completely  provided  for 
his  probable  needs,  General  Howe  determined  to  open 
his  operations  in  Westehester-eounty,  without  further 
delay  ; and,  at  one  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  Friday, 
the  eighteenth  of  October,  the  van  of  the  Koval 
Army,  consisting  of  the  Light  Infantry  and  Grena- 
diers of  the  British  Regiments  and  a portion,  at  least, 
if  not  all,  of  the  German  Chasseurs,  was  re-embarked, 
iu  flat  boats,  on  the  western  side  of  the  Neck  ; and, 
having  passed  around  the  Point  of  Throgg’s-neck, 
was  landed  on  Pell’s,  or,  as  it  was  sometimes  called, 
Rodman’s,  neck,  on  the  opposite  side  of  Hutchinson’s- 
river,  in  the  Town  of  Eastchester.-’  The  main  body 
of  the  Army  crossed  over  to  the  eastern  side  of  the 
Neck;  and,  during  the  day,  that,  also,  with  all  its 
various  appointments  and  stores  and  supplies,  was 
carried  over  to  Pel l’s- neck. :l 

It  docs  not  appear  that  the  movement  of  the  van 
of  the  Royal  Army  was  seen  by  the  Americans, 
through  the  darkness  of  the  very  early  morning, 
notwithstanding  one  of  the  best  of  the  Brigades  in 
the  American  service,  that  of  General  James  Clin- 
ton, then  commanded  by  Colonel”  Glover  of  Marble- 
head, had  been  posted,  as  a guard,  in  front  of  Pell’s- 
neck,  the  place  of  its  debarkation ; and  not  until 
daylight  had  revealed  the  similar  movement  of  the 
main  body  of  the  Army,  was  there  any  suspicion, 
among  the  Americans,  anywhere,  that  such  a move- 
ment was  imminent — indeed,  the  van  had  landed  and 
moved  up  toward  the  main-land,  a full  mile  and  a 
half,  before  either  of  the  movements  was  discovered. < 

The  movement  of  the  main  body,  in  upwards  of 
two  hundred-  boats,  formed  into  lour  grand  divisions 
aid  covered  by, the  smaller  armed  vessels  of  the 
Fleet,  was  discovered,  “early  in  the  morning,”  by 
Colonel  Glover  himself  ; by  whom,  after  he  had  sent 
Major  Lee,  the  Brigade-Major,  as  an  express  to  Gen- 
eral Lee,  whose  Quarters  were  three  miles  away  from 
that  place,  the  eutire  Brigade  which  he  commanded, 
was  called  to  arms  ami  moved  down  the  Neck,  to 
oppose  the  landing-  of  the  enemy  and  to  hold  him  in 
check,  until  reinforcements  should  be  seat  or  other 
Orders  be  received. 


1 General  Ilove's  Speech  before  a Committee  of  the  House  of  Common*, 
April  29,  177G. 

-Admiral  Lord  j lace  to  Mr.  Stephens,  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty, *■  K.\<  i.e, 
“off  Ncw-Y-uk,  November  23,  1770  ; ” General  Home  to  J.<ml  George 
Germaine  “ New-YuRK,  November  30,  1770;”  Lnshington’s  I.'/e  of  Lord 
Harris,  81 ; Gordon's  Hid  >ry  of  the  American  Involution,  ii.,  338. 

1 Admiral  Lord  Home  to  Mr.  Stephens,  Sccretanj  of  the  Admiralty , “ Eagle, 
"off  N v:\v-Yokk,  November  23,  177 » ; ” General  Home  to  Lord  George 
Germaine*  **  Nkw-Youk,  November  30,  1770;”  I>:ivid  How’s  Ldary, 
October  13,  1770:  [iisill  sj  Jh .dory  oj  the  Civil  H'ttr  in  Amcriru , i.,  205  ; 
Memoirs  of  t letter  a l Heath , 72;  Gordon's  History  of  the  American  Ilevolu - 
turn,  ih,  333  ; Stoduuili  s History  of  the  American  War,  i.,  211  ; etc. 

4 Extract  of  a l (ter  from  Mib  Syvare,  [evidently  written  bv  General  Glc- 
ver,]  dated  October  22.  1770,  in  The  freeman' * Journal  and  Sew  Hampshire 

Gazette,  Yul.  I No.  27,  Pouismoith,  Tuesday,  November  20,  1770. 


| Although  the  full  strength  of  the  Regiments  rom- 
i manded,  respectively,  by  Colonels  Shop  :el,  P -id. 

Baldwin,  and  Glover — the  latter,  at  that  time,  eom- 
j manded  by  Captain  Curtis — was  less  than  eight  hun- 
| dred  effective  men,5  the  brave  fisherman  who  tempo- 
rarily commanded  the  Brigade  pushed  forward  toward 
j the  place  where  the  enemy’s  Light  Infantry  and 
' Grenadiers  and  Chasseurs  had  landed,  and  where  the 
' main  body  was  about  to  land,  although  the  rough 
and  broken  ground  over  which  the  Brigade  was 
moved  compelled  him  to  leave,  on  his  route,  the  three 
field-pieces  which  he  had  taken  from  his  encamp- 
ment. lie  had  not  marched  more  than  half  the  dis- 


» The  following:,  from  the  General  Returns  of  the  Anny,  will  serve  to 
show  the  strength  of  that  little  detachment,  both  before  and  after  the 
spirited  little  affair  which  is  now  under  notice  : 


September  *21,  1 7 7 *7 . 


Regiments. 

~ £ % j> 
1 ! i * s 

| | j ; f || 

Colonel  Shepard’s*  .... 

( \ 1 >nel  Read’s  ...... 

Colonel  Baldwin’s  .... 

Colonel  Glovers 

10  1 3 4G  208 

*20  . 3 31  , 212 

25  i 5 38  225 

30  3'  33  170 

an:  e 200  1 514 

1.13:  8 128  0 501 

14:;  la  1 77  0 4.58 

43  8 13S  O 361 

04  14  14S  815 

442  41  543  1 1844 

1 

Regiments. 

October  5,  177G. 

- j if* 

I*  i « • § | £ 

§ * j E 

Colonel  Shepard’s*  .... 

Colonel  Read's 

Colonel  JJald wiifs 

Colonel  Glovers • 

10  5 4(5  1 204 

22  4 40  : 220 

28  5 37  1 * *2:i4 

20  3 35  j 179 

102  0 20  ■;  1 513 

15b  8 12'.  0 4a6 

122  34  i 74  0 4(54 

30  S 141  0 3 CO 

95  17  104  843 

i I 

3<I0|  50  i 541  1 1833 

Regiments. 

November  2,  1770* 

7-  ; 33  , 1 « 

§ p 

H ^ IT  | ^ 

Colonel  Shepard’s*  .... 

Colonel  Read's 

Ci  bund  Baldwin's  .... 
Colonel  Glover’s 

2n  4 20  227 

17  2 34  2:12 

21  4 30  203 

20  3 35  171 

8'5  3 18..  1 1 503 

123  7 125  0 i 437 

1(0  11  .-2  0 4*. 2 

2u  13  14  a O i 356 

87  , 13  131  8 'Jo 

335!  :U  i 5-12  1 18U$ 

j * This  Regiment  was  formerly  commanded  by  Colonel  Learned,  under 
whom  William  S.hupard  was  Lieutenant-colonel  ; but,  ai  the  particular 
i requestor  General  Washington,  {Letter  dated  **  HeaimjCautek.',  Heights 
I “of  Hari.f.m,  September  30,  1770,”)  tho  latter  was  promoted  to  the  Col- 
j ooelcy  and  the  command  of  the  Regiment,  by  a vote  of  the  Continental 
j Congress,  on  tho  second  of  October,  177G.  (Journal  of  the  Continental 
j Congress,  Wed nes.lay,  October  2,  177G.”) 

j As  the  Regiment  really  commanded  by  Colonel  Shepard  was  often 
: alluded  to  as  4*  I.atc  Learned’s,”  this  explanation  becomes  necessary,  in 
order  to  enable  the  reader  to  understand  the  subject,  correctly. 


' 
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tance,  however,  before  his  further  progress  w.i-  ar-  j 


rested  by  the  tim-Xj red  a ppt  araiiee,  on  ti-  eit, 

of  the  advance-guard  of  the  enemy's  van,  tie  main 
body  of  whom,  as  we  have  already  stated,  had  been 
pushed  forward,  at  an  early  hour,  to  occupy  the 
landing-place  and,  if  necessary,  to  cover  the  descent 
of  the  main  body;  and  who,  in  the  absence  of  any 
opposing  force  of  the  Americans,  had  evidently  sent 
out  a strong  detachment  of  its  force,  to  see  what  was 
to  be  seen  and  to  take  advantage  of  any  favorable 
circumstances  which  should  be  presented,  in  a move- 
ment over  the  Neck,  toward  the  main  land. 

With  admirable  skill  and  with  a deliberate  cool- 
ness which  would  have  done  honor  to  a soldier  of 
larger  pretensions,  Colonel  Glover  threw  forward  a 
Captain,  with  forty  men,  to  feel  of  that  advanced 
party  of  the  enemy  and,  if  possible,  to  ma-k  the  at- 
tempt to  dispose  of  the  main-body  of  his  Brigade,  in 
ambuscade,  for  the  further  obstruction  of  the  enemy’s 
advance  towards  the  main-land,  which  was,  also,  a 
part  of  the  Colonel’s  improvised  plan  of  operations. 
The  plan  which  was  thus  admirably  devised,  on  the 
spur  of  the  moment,  by  Colonel  Glover,  was  quite  as 
admirably  and  quite  as  successfully  executed  by  the 
soldiers  of  his  command  — Colonel  Bead  and  bis 
Begiment  were  concealed  behind  a stone  wall,  ou  the 
left  side  of  the  road;  Colonel  Shepard’s  Regiment 
was  concealed  behind  “a  fine  double  stone  wall,”  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  road,  and  in  the  rear  of 
Colonel  Bead’s  command ; Colonel  Baldwin  and  his 
Regiment  were  similarly  posted,  on  the  right  and  in 
the  rear  of  Colonel  Shepard’s  command;  and  Captain 
Curtis,  with  Colonel  Glover’s  own  Regiment,  was 
similarly  posted  where  the  field-pieces  had  been  left, 
some  distance  in  the  rear;  the  Captain  and  his  com- 
mand who  had  been  thrown  out,  in  front,  having,, 
meanwhile,  evidently  held  the  enemy’s  advance  in 
cheek  and  successfully  masked  the  very  important, 
movements  of  the  Brigade,  on  their  rear. 

When  the  disposition  of  the  Brigade  had  been  thus 
successfully  and  satisfactorily  effected,  Colonel  Glover 
rode  forward  to  the  Company  whom  he  had  employed 
as  a mask,  and  personally  assumed  the  command  of 
it — the  name  of  the  Captain  who  had  so  boldly  con- 
fronted the  enemy  and  held  him  in  check,  before  the 
Colonel  had  completed  the  disposition  of  the  main 
body  of  the  Brigade,  behind  the  very  convenient  stone 
walls,  on  his  rear,  lias  not  been  recorded — ordering 
it  to  advance  toward  the  enemy;  which  was  promptly 
done.  When  it  had  marched  to  “ within  fifty  yards” 
of  the  place  where  the  enemy  had  halted,  the 
latter  opened  his  fire,  without,  however,  inflicting 
any  loss  on  his  assailants;  and  the  latter  returned  the 
fire,  killing  or  seriously  wounding  four  of  the  enemy 
— “we  returned  the  fire  and  fell  four  of  them,”  are 
the  quaint  words  of  Colonel  Glover,  in  his  description 
of  the  opening  of  this  spirited  affair.  Five  rounds 
were  exchanged  by  the  Americans;  and  they  had 
sustained  a loss  of  two  men  killed  and  several 


! 


wounded,  when  the  enemy,  who  had,  meanwii.  . 
been  largely  reinforced,  pressed  forward,  in  a a.hsrj.- 
on  the  gallant  little  party.  As  it  would  have  lit. a 
useless,  under  the  existing  circumstances,  to  hav. 
made  any  further  resistance,  Colonel  Glover  ordered 
the  Captain  commanding  to  fall  back,  which  w;.-> 
done  with  order  and  coolness — “ I ordered  a retreat, 

“ which  was  masterly  well  done  by  the  Captain  that 
“ commanded  the  party,”  are  the  Colonel’s  words, 
descriptive  of  the  retrograde  movement — the  enemy 
cheering  and  pushing  forward,  in  pursuit. 

Without  supposing,  for  a moment,  that  the  glory 
of  a complete  victory  had  not  been  already  gained, 
the  Chasseurs  and  Light  Infantry  and  Grenadiers 
pressed  forward,  in  column,  along  the  narrow  country 
road,  until  they  approached,  “within  thirty  yards,” 
the  heavy  stone  wall,  on  their  right  flank,  behind 
which  the  Regiment  commanded  by  Colonel  Read, 
was  concealed  ; when  the  latter  rose  and,  from  behind 
its  substantial  breastwork,  poured  into  them  a full  and 
destructive  fire.  Without  attempting  to  even  return 
the  fire,  the  advancing  column  broke  and  fell  back 
and  awaited  the  support  of  the  main  body,  some 
portion  of  whom  bad  evidently  effected  a landing; 
while  Colonel  Glover  and  his  concealed  command 
patiently  and  hopefully  awaited  a renewal  of  the 
movement. 

An  hour  and  a half  are  said  to  have  passed,  before 
the  enemy  again  advanced,  when,  with  what  were 
supposed  to  have  been  four  thousand  men,  strength- 
ened with  seven  pieces  of  artillery,  he  again  appeared, 
keeping  up,  as  he  advanced,  a constant  and  noisy  but 
entirely  harmless  fire,  and  approached  the  heavy 
stone  wall,  on  his  right  flank,  behind  which  Colonel 
Read  and  his  men,  made  more  confident  by  the  result 
of  their  earlier  success,  were  securely  crouched,  in 
complete  readiness  to  receive  him.  The  advancing 
column  seems  to  have  learned  nothing  from  the  les- 
son which  the  Americans  had  taught  the  advance, 
earlier  in  the  morning ; and,  with  an  appearance  of 
bravado,  it  moved  forward,  in  the  midst  of  the  smoke 
of  its  own  uselessly  expended  gunpowder,  as  if  there 
were  not  an  enemy  within  a day’s  march  of  it,  until 
it  had  approached  within  fifty  yards  of  the  first  line 
of  the  ambuscade,  when  Colonel  Read  and  his  com- 
mand arose,  as  they  had  arisen  when  the  advance  had 
approached,  earlier  in  the  day,  and  threw  on  it  a 
deliberate  and  destructive  fire.  The  suddenness  of 
the  attack  and  the  evident  strength  of  its  sheltcrtd 
assailants  brought  the  advancing  column  to  a sudden 
halt;  and  it  is  said  that  the  Americans  maintained 
their  ground  until  they  bad  thrown  seven  well- 
directed  volleys  into  the  closed  ranks  of  the  enemy, 
by  whom,  meanwhile,  the  fire  was  returned  “with 
“showers  of  musquetry  and  cannon-balls,”  as  Colonel 
Glover  has  stated,  concerning  it. 

Having  thus  bravely  maintained  his  ground,  until 
a retreat  had  become  necessary,  Colonel  Read  fell 
back,  without  returning  to  the  roadway,  until  he  had 
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passed  the  left  flank  of  the-  K.'L'inient  command'  ll  by 
Colonel  .Shepard,  who  had  r.  mained,  in  coueeajo.ient, 
oil  tin;  opposite  side  of  the  road,  during  the  entire 
morning;  and  there,  covering  Colonel  Shepard’s  left 
flank,  the  Regiment  was  re-formed,  and  rested  on  its 
arms. 

The  enemy  evidently  misunderstood  the  character 
of  the  retreat  of  Colonel  Read  and  his  brave  com- 
mand— like  the  Officer  commanding  the  detachment, 
in  the  morning,  lie  appears  to  have  supposed  that  he 
had  repulsed  the  Americans;  and  that  nothing  re-  j 
mained  to  be  done,  except  to  gather  the  fruits  of  his 
success — and  he  cheered  and  pushed  forward,  along 
the  narrow  roadway,  until  the  head  of  his  column 
had  advanced  within  easy  gun-shot  distance  from  the  i 
second  line  of  the  ambuscade,  on  his  left  flank,  where 
Colonel  Shepard  and  his  command  were  concealed, 
as  we  have  said,  behind  “a  fine  double  stone  wall ;” 
when  the  latter  sprang  to  their  feet,  and,  from  behind 
their  all-sufficient  shelter,  poured  iuto  him  a well- 
dirccted  and  effective  fire.  The  column  was  again 
brought  to  a sudden  and  unexpected  halt;  and  along-  i 
continued  and  well-sustained  fire  was  kept  up,  by  ; 
each  of  the  belligerent  parties — it  is  said  that  seventeen  : 
volleys  were  fired  by  the  Americans;  and  that  the  ; 
enemy’s  line  was  broken,  “several  times,  once,  in 
“ particular,  so  far  that  a soldier  of  Colouel  Shep-  j 
“ard’s”  [ Regiment]  “ leaped  over  a wall,  and  took  a ; 
“hat  and  canteen  off  of  a Captain  that  lay  dead  ou  j 
“ the  ground  they  retreated  from.” 

But  the  disparity  of  numbers  between  the  opposing  j 
forces  was  so  very  great  that  prudence  dictated  a re-  | 
treat  of  the  two  Regiments  who  had  so  successfully  j 
held  the  enemy  in  cheek;  and  Colonel  Glover  ordered  j 
them  to  fall  back  and  re-form  and  rest-  on  their  arms,  ! 
in  the  rear  of  the  third  line  of  the  ambuscade,  behind 
which  the  Regiment  commanded  by  Colonel  Baldwin  ; 
was  concealed. 

The  advancing  column  of  the  enemy  was  again  put 
in  motion;  but  the  record  of  the  events  -of  the  day 
make  no  mention  of  any  mere  waste  of  ammunition  ; 
nor  of  any  shouts  of  exultant  success;  and  it  is  evi- 
dent that  it  moved  forward,  soberly  and  cautiously,  ! 
as  was  becoming,  in  view  of  the  heavy  losses  which  it 
had  already  sustained  and  of  those  to  which  it  was 
predestined.  It  had  not  proceeded  iai  brime  C>  ioncl 
Baldwin  and  li is  command  arose  from  their  conceal- 
ment, behind  the  third  line  of  the  ambuscade;  and.  sud- 
denly and  unexpectedly,  they  delivered  a do-tructive 
fire,  into  the  bead  of  the  column.  It  is  said,  however, 
that,  in  this  instance,  the  ground  was  much  in  favor 
of  the  enemy,  enabling  him  to  bring  his  artillery  to 
bear  on  the  Americans;  and  that  the  opposition  of 
the  latter  was,  in  consequence  of  those  disadvantages, 
neither. as  spirited  nor  as  effective  as  that  which  laid 
been  made  by  Colonels  Read  and  Sheperd.  The  Amer- 
icans were  compelled  to  retreat  “ to  the  bottom  of 
“the  hill,”  or  high  ground  on  which  the  ambuscade 
was  formed  ; through  a brook,  the  bridge  over  which  * 


had  been  previously  taken  up,  by  ('  done!  < > 1 < . v . - r ; 
and  up  the  slope,  on  lh*-  oppo.-itos.de  «>l  t h>  conk  t<» 
the  place,  on  the  high  ground,  where  Captain  Curtis 
and  Colonel  Glover’s  Regiment  and  the  three  field- 
pieces  were  posted. 

It  appears  that  the  enemy  did  not  pursue  the  re- 
treating Americans,  but  contented  himself,  until  late 
in  the  day,  with  a continued  fire  of  his  artillery,  over 
the  little  valley  and  the  brook,  the  Americans,  of 
course,  returning  it — the  latter,  without  sustaining 
any  loss  whatever  from  the  enemy’s  fire ; while  the 
former  evidently  sustained  very  little,  if  any,  from 
the  Americans’  fire  on  him. 

The  Americans  having  been  in  front  of  the  enemy, 
from  an  early  hour,  iu  the  morning,  all  the  day, 
without  food  or  drink,  “at  dark,”  they  fell  back,  three 
miles,  and  bivouaced — “ after  fighting  all  day,  with- 
•'out  victuals  or  drink,  lay  as  a piccpiet,  all  night,  the 
“ heavens  over  us,  and  the  earth  under  us,  which  was 
“ all  we  had,  having  left  all  our  baggage  at  the  old 
“ encampment  we  left  in  the  morning,”  are  Colonel 
Glover’s  words,  Concerning  that  portion  of  his  Brig- 
ade’s movements — and,  on  the  morning  of  Saturday, 
the  nineteenth  of  October,  they  marched  to  the  Mile 
Square,  on  the  western  side  of  the  Bronx,  in  the 
Town  of  Yonkers.1 

The  strength  of  the  Brigade  commanded  by  Colo- 
nel Glover  has  been  already  stated,  in  detail,  from 
official  sources;2  and,  because  Colonel  Glover  would 
not  have  left  the  encampment  and  all  the  baggage 
and  stores  of  the  Brigade  without  a sufficient  guard, 
there  is  an  evident  truthfulness  in  his  statement  th-.t 
he  carried  from  his  encampment  only  “about  seven 
“hundred  and  fifty  men  and  three  field-pieces.”  But, 
in  the  same  connection,  it  must  be  remembered  that 
the  two  Regiments  commanded,  respectively,  by 
Colonel's'  Read  and  Shepard,  sustained  almost  the 
entire  attacks  of  the  enemy — Colonel  Baldwin  fell 
back,  without  having  sustained  any  other  than  an 
artillery-tire;  and  Captain  Curtis  only  saw  the 
enemy,  in  the  distance,  on  the  other  side  of  the  val- 
ley—and  that,  therefore,  the  number  of  Americans 
who  were  actually  engaged  did  not,  probably,  exceed 
four  hundred  rank  and  file.  The  strength  of  the 
enemy  who  was  actually  engaged  has  not  been  stated 
by  any  of  the  foreign  authorities  ; and  wo  can  do  no 
more  than  state  the  facts  which  are  well-authenticated, 
and  to  draw  our  conclusions  from  them.  It  is  known 
that  the  detachment  of  the  Royal  Army  which  was 
first  moved  to  Pell’s-neck  was  composed  of  the  Light 


' \Vu  have  depended,  in  this  statement  of  the  spirited  notion  ar  lVi- 
h:»m,  on  Colonel  Glover's  homely  description  of  it,  contained  in  a letter, 
dated  at  “ MfLF.-SQU.vRE,  October  *2’2,  177c.’’  which  was  evidently  written 
for  the  eye  of  a friend,  although  it  very  soon  found  it>  way  into  the 
newspapers,  from  one  of  whieh  — Th  • Freeman's  Jounml  au  l .\V?r  Tfnwj >- 
s!/tre.  (i't Yol.  1.,  N u.  27.,  IVitn  *>ion  it,  Tuesday,  November ‘Jb,  I77t> 
— we  made  our  copy.  Force  copied  it,  with  some  unimportant  variations 
iu  h\*  Ai'irrinnn  Archiri  V.,  ii  , ll>8,  llbl);  but  we  htve  preferred  lour© 
the  contemporary  edition. 

• Vide  |».igo  241,  ante. 
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Infantry  and  Givnsulirrs  of  tlie  Army;1  an-i  if  r !i l>  ! 
Chasseurs  of  tlit*  Goman  au\i!iiir>~  w*  re  al-m  iiniud- 
td,  as  more  tiiau  one  of  the  authorities  hav<‘  stated,"  ! 
and  as  was  more  than  probable,  the  previously  large  ! 
force  of  the  detachment  was  very  largely  increased,  j 
The  advance-guard  from  that  detachment  was  said  to  • 
have  been  only  thirty  men  ;3  and  these  were  met  and  1 
held  in  check  by  a Captain  and  forty  men.  These, 
naturally  enough,  fell  back  on  the  main  body,  not  on 
that  of  the  Army  itself,  but  on  that  of  the  detach- 
ment which  had  been  moved  from  Throgg’s-neck,  in 
advance  of  the  main  body  of  the  Army;  and,  since  ! 
that  detachment  had  been  thus  sent  forward,  in  ad-  j 
vnnee,  for  the  express  purpose  of  holding  hack  any  ; 
force  of  the  Americans  who  should  incline  to  obstruct  i 
the  landing  of  the  main  Army,  there  can  be  no  reason- 
able doubt  that  almost  the  entire  force  of  the  detach- 
ment was  moved  forward,  against  Colonel  Clover  and 
his  command.  In  the  absence  of  official  Returns,  the 
number  of  men  actually  included  in  that  detachment 
can  be  only  surmised;  but  the  Light  Infantry  and 
Grenadiers  of  the  entire  British  Army,  added  to  the  j 
Chasseurs  and  other  Light  Infantry  and  the  Grena-  j 
diers  of  the  German  mercenaries — the  Chasseurs  tak- 
ing with  them  their  light  regimental  fieldpicces — j 
could  have  been  scarcely  less  than  four  thousand  men,  1 
the  number  stated  by  Colonel  Glover. 

The  losses  sustained  by  the  Americans,  in  this  ac- 
tion, were  six  men  killed,1  and  Colonel  Shepard  and  j 
twelve  men  wounded;3  those  of  the  British  were  three  I 
men,  killed,  and  Lieutenant-colonel  Musgrave,  com- 


J LushiiigtOll’s  Life  of  Lord  //arris,  SI. 

See,  al.y>,  Extract  from  a Utter  from  tort  Lee,  date* *'!  October  20,  1770, 
in  The  Pennsylvania  Jounail , No.  170S,  Philadelphia,  Wednesday,  Octo- 
ber 2»,  177b  ; Gauthier's  Plan  of  the  Operation*;  etc. 

" Extract  from  a letter  from  Mount  Washington,  dated  October  23,  1770, 
in  The  Pennsylrauui  Journal,  No.  1 7 OB,  Philadelphia  Wednesday,  Octo- 
ber «!0,  1770  ; Cental  Howe  to  Lord  George  Germaine , “ New-Youk,  70 
“ November,  1770  : ” Gauthier's  Plan  : etc. 


mantling  tin-  First  BiUMimi  • f Li-_Tit  Infmtrv.  | 
t 'aptain  Lv  t : \ n. nl  1 1n  1 curili  lb-gin  nt  -i  i 
twenty  men,  wounded ; 1 those  ‘>;  the  Cli:L"c-ur-. 
whom,  in  such  mixed  detachments  as  that  under  no- 
tice, the  severest  losses  usually  fell,  have  not  been 
stated;  but  they  were  said  to  have  been,  and  thev 
probably  were,  very  severe.7 

It  does  not  appear  to  have  been  pretended  that  Gen- 
eral Lee  gave  any  Order  or  any  support  to  Colonel  Glo- 
ver, notwithstanding  the  hitter  despatched  his  Major 
of  Brigade  to  the  General,  with  information  of  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy  to  Pell’s-neck,  before  he  ordered 
his  command  to  move  down  the  Neck,  to  oppose  the 
enemy's  progress;  8 and,  in  truth,  nothing  what- 
ever has  been  recorded  of  the  doings  of  General  Lee, 
on  that  eventful  eighteenth  of  October.  It  is  said, 
on  the  other  hand,  that,  early  in  the  morning  of  that 
day,  the  Officer  commanding  the  Regiment  which 
guarded  the  pass  to  Throgg’s-neck,  by  way  of  the 
causeway  and  bridge,  from  the  Village  of  Westchester, 
suspected  the  enemy  was  preparing  to  move  from  the 
Neck,  and  sent  an  express  to  General  Heath,  with 
the  information  ; that  the  latter  ordered  one  of  his 
Aide’s  to  gallop  m Valentine's,  near  whose  house 
General  George  Clinton  and  his  Brigade  were  posted, 
with  Orders  that  the  Brigade  should  be  formed,  in- 
^stantlv;”  that  General  Heath  reached  Valentine’s 
“ by  the  time  the  Brigade  was  formed,”  and  ordered  the 
Officer  in  command  “to  march  with  the  utmost  expe- 
dition, to  the  head  of  the  causeway,  to  reinforce 
“ the  troops,  there,  himself  moving  on  with  them;” 
that,  while  on  the  march,  another  express  met  Gen- 
eral Heath,  informing  him  that  the  entire  force  of 
the  enemy  was  in  motion,  and  seemed  to  be  moving 
towards  the  ford,  at  the  head  of  the  creek  which  sep- 
arated Throgg’s-neck  from  the  mainland;  that  the 


General  Howe  to  Lord  George  Germain “ Xfay -York,  30  November, 
1770.” 


3 Colonel  Glover's  Utter,  dat<J,  “ MjLE-SyUARE,  October  22,  1770.” 

■*  We  are  not  insensible  that  Colonel  Glover,  in  hid  letter  of  which  so 
much  use  has  been  made,  in  rh  * preparation  of  this  narrative,  stated  that 
eight  were  killed;  hut  the  official  Returns,  referred  to,  below,  clearly 
indicated  that  only  i.r  were  killed — no  Returns  of  the  Wounded  having 
oee.iv Aiiude,  only  the  Kill ’d  can  be  noticed. 

The  Roturu  of  tin  Regiment  commanded  by  Colonel  Roadshows  that, 
of  that  Regiment,  Samuel  C<  lc,  of  Captain  Pop, l\s  Company,  Daniel 
iX'buid,  (’apt. tin  W.,.rt  u's  ( ..  »ny,  and  V..  ’ b'  Puller,  of  Captain 
Peters's  Company,  were  killed.  .1  Return  of  the  Kitted,  M <*>ngt etc.,  with- 
out dale,  in  Force's  .R.o . *Vua  .1- ■■hhe*.  V.,  i i . . 71s.) 

Tho  Return  of  Colonel  Shepard's  Regiment  show>  that,  of  that  Regi- 
ment. Sergeants  James  Scott  and  Charles  A lains  and  Private  Thaddeiis 
Kemp,  all  of  them  of  Captain  Roisters  Company,  were  killed.  (.(  Return 
of  the  Killed , Taken,  and  Mining  of  the  Tided  Regina- at,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Shepard,  etc.,  **  N >rth-<’a^ti  K,  N’uvemhor  1U,  17 T*». " ) 

The  Return  of  Colonel  Baldwins  Regiment  shows  that  that  Regiment 


• It  was  not  the  practise,  when  this  skirmish  occurred,  to  notice,  in 
detail.  the  operations  of  the  German  mercenary  troops,  in  the  despatches 
of  the  Royal  Commaudc*r-in-chief  to  the  Home  Government : and  the 
losses  sustained  by  these  troops*,  in  whatever  actions  they  were  engaged, 
were  seldom,  if  ever,  included  in  the  detailed  Reports  of  Casualties 
which  were  sent  to  and  p d li-he  l by  the  Government,  at  l.oiidv-n.  T he 
Reports  of  tho  operation*  and  the  casualties  of  thiv  troops  were  made 
to  the  several  sovereign  Princes  Klcctors,  etc.,  of  whom  ih*w»-  tr  o*.s 
were,  r«*spc«.tivc|y,  subjects  ; uivl,  e.\. - pt.  in  sen;-  low  install.  n 

individual  enterprise  has  uiu  artlied  some  of  th-m,  the  t-  xt  of  those 
Reports  and  touch  of  the  official  correspondence  remain  in  their  original 
repositories,  unopened  and  seemingly,  uuenred  for. 

The  reports  of  deserters  and  other  unofficial  rej-jrts  made  the  total 
loss,  including  both  British  and  German,  from  civ  lit  hundred  to  a thou- 
sand non,  and  it  is  difficult  to  make  one  believe  that  four  hund?<d 
Americans,  familiar  from  their  childhood  with  .the  use  of  firearms,  shel- 
tered by  amide  defences  from  which  they  could  fin  delib<  i ■ ■ 


sustained  no  loss,  on  the  day  under  consideration.  (Return  f the  Kilted, 
Wounded.  Prisoners,  a ml  Missing  in  the  lit  igade  rontmaiuled  by  Gordon  Sa/- 
toiLstall,  “ Nokth-CasTLK.  November  lit,  1770.*’) 

The  Return  «>f  Colonel  Glover's  Regiment  shows  that  that  Regiment, 
commanded  by  Captain  Curtis,  on  the  occasion  now  under  Uisidorntioti, 
sustained  no  low — it  was  not  under  the  enemy's  fire.  (.1  Return  of  the 
Officer*  ut  oi  Privates  KiiUd  M><«mg,  and  Taki  n,  in  the  Four  let  nth  Regimen!, 
etc.,  “Cami*,  Noktii  Castlf  November  It*,  177H.”) 
t>  Colonel  Glover's  UtUr,  “ >hLE  are,  October  27,  1770.” 


with  their  pieces  rested  on  th  * tops  of  their  defences,  could  have  p»>ssibly 
fired  volley  after  volley,  into  a large  body  of  men.  massed  in  u clos*ly 
compacted  column  and  cooped  up  in  a narrow  country  r •Midway,  without 
having  indicted  as  extended  a damage  on  those  who  receive^!  their  tire, 
ms  deserter  after  deserter,  t<»  tho  mimlx-r  of  more  than  half  h dozen,  on 
different  days,  without  any  conn***  t ion  with  each  other.  severally  and 
separately  declared  had  been  inflicted  on  the  enemy’s  advance,  on  the 
occasion  now*  under  cousi  leration. 

8 Colonel  Glover's  lettei  d*ded  ••  Mile  Square,  Octolier  22,  177C.” 
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Brigade  was  immediately  -halted.  t lit*  men  were  or- 
dered in  prime  and  load  tlieir  I'iece-*,  and  th<-  rear 
Regiment  was  ordered  ‘‘to  tile  oU’l>v  the  !•  -ft  and  to 
“ niareh,  hri.sklv,  to  reinlona*  the  Americans,  at  the 
“ {>ass,  at  the  head  of  the  creek  that,  while  the  Brig- 
ade was  thus  halted,  General  W ashington  rode  up,  in- 
quired and  was  informed  of  “the  state  of  things;’’  | 
ordered  General  Heath  to  return,  immediately,  evi- 
dently with  all  the  troops  who  were  with  him,  and  to 
have  the  entire  Division  which  he  commanded  form- 
ed, ready  for  action,  and  to  take  such  a position  as 
should  appear  to  behest  adapted  for  holding  the  ene- 
my in  check,  if  he  should  attempt  to  effect  a landing 
tit  Morrisatiia,  which  the  Commander-in-chief 
“ thought  not  improbable  ; ” and  that  such  a disposi-  : 
turn  as  was  thus  ordered,  was  promptly  made  of  the 
three  Brigades  commanded,  respectively,  by  Briga-  I 
dier-generals  Parsons,  Scott,  and  George  Clinton,  of 
whom  the  Division  commanded  by  Major-general 
Heath  was  then  composed.1  Indeed,  notwithstand-  j 
ing  the  evident  movement  of  the  main  body  of  the  j 
enemy,  from  Throgg’s-neck,  to  the  eastward,  the  con-  j 
trolling  suspicion,  to  which  we  have  already  alluded,- 
that  the  real  intention  of  General  Howe  was  to  de-  j 
ceive  General  Washington  and,  instead  of  making  j 
Pell’s-neck  or  some  other  point ‘further  to  the  east- 
ward the  base  of  his  operations,  to  effect  a landing  at  j 
Morrisania  ; to  move  from  that  point,  as  his  base;  | 
and  to  take  the  Americans,  on  the  Heights  of  Har-  ! 
lein,  ou  tlieir  left. tlank  or  on  their  rear,  induced  Gen-  j 
era!  Washington  to  do  little  more,  during  that  day,  | 
[Friday,  October  IS,]  than  to  watch  the  movements 
of  the  enemy  ; to  extend  his  line  of  detached  parties,  j 
along  the  high  grounds  on  the  western  bank  of  the  j 
Bronx-river,  northward,  as  rapidly  as  the  enemy  should 
show  an  inclination  to  move,  in  force,  in  that  direc- 
tion ; to  continue  the  Head-quarters  of  the  Army  on  1 
the  Heights  of  Harlem ; and  to  hold  the  main  body  j 
oi  that  Army  in  constant  readiness  to  move  in  what- 
ever direction  it  should  become  necessary  to  confront 
and  oppose  the  enemy.  On  Colonel  Glover  and  ou 
his  Brigade,  therefore,  during  that  eventful  Friday, 
rested  the  great  responsibility — a greater  responsibil-  ! 
ity  than  either  the  Colonel  or  his  command  hud  any 
knowledge  of— of  being  the  only  armed  force  which 
was  in  limit  of  the  Royal  Ai  my,  opposing  the  progress 
of  the  latter  into  the  interior  of  Westehestcr-county  : 
and  of  being  the  only  force,  of  any  kind,  which,  on 
that  day,  fired  a shot  on  the  advancing  column  of  1 
that  Army — how  well  that  opposition  to  the  enemy’s 
advance  was  directed  and  how  entirely  successful  it 
was,  in  that  opposition,  have  been  already  told  and 
need  not  he  repeated.  Not  until  the  dusk  of  the 
evening,  nor  then,  until  after  Colonel  Glover  and  his 
exhausted  command  had  fallen  hack,  three  miles,  in 
the  direction  of  Dobbs’s- ferry,  did  the  powerful  ad- 


1 Memoir*  of  General  Heath,  72. 

2 Vide  pages  252,  255,  25'J,  auto. 


vanee  of  the  Royal  Army  venture  to  cross  the  little 
valley  over  which  it  had  been  cannonaded,  by  the 
Americans,  during  a large  portion  of  the  day  ; :1  and 
alter  its  progress  toward  the  mainland  was  thus  re- 
sumed, it  made  no  attempt  to  pursue  the  retreating 
Americans,  contenting  itself',  on  the  contrary,  with 
quietly  moving  eastward,  toward  New  Rochelle, 
where  it  also  bivouaced.  and  rested  from  the  anxie- 
ties and  the  dangers  to  which  it  had  been  exposed,* 
the  main  body  of  the  Army,  meanwhile,  lying  on  its 
arms,  at  the  place  of  debarkation,  during  the  w hole 
of  that  day  and  the  following  night,6  if,  indeed,  it 
did  not  do  so  until  the  twenty-first  of  October. s 

The  great  service  which  Colonel  Glover  and  his 
command  had  thus  performed,  and  the  great  skill 
and  the  equally  great  bravery  which  they  had  dis- 
played, in  the  discharge  of  that  very  important  duty, 
were  favorably  noticed,  officially,  at  that  time;  7 arid, 

3 Colonel  Glover's  letter , “.Milk  Square,  Qctober  22,  177b." 

■*  General  Iio ice  to  Lord  George  Germaine,  “ NiagYoRi^  5J  November, 
“ 177ri.” 

5 ‘‘On  the  18th,  our  army  re  embarking,  proceed*;-]  along:  the  coast 
‘‘ab«»ut  six  miles  further,  in  their  boars,  mu  1 tb«  u rr  lauded  at  Pell's 
u Point,  and  lay  on  our  arms  th.it  night.  ‘ ([IlallV,  JH*b ry  of  the  Civil 
War  in  AhutIcu,  i.,  ’20a.) 

15  We  are  not  ifiscnsinle  of  the  tact  that  General  Howe,  lie  his  despatch 
to  Lord  George  Germaine,  dated  ‘*Nk\\  York,  50  November,  177b,*’ 
said  ‘ * the  main  body  advanced,  immediately,  and  laid,  that  night/’ 
[Friday^  October  18,]  “upon  their  arms,  with  the  Left  upon  a creek 
“opposite  to  East  Chester  ami  the  Right  lu-ar  New  Rochelle;'’ 
and  that  Sautliier’s  Plan  of  the  O^eratf  a*  of  the  K ncf  a Army  confirmed 
the  statement.  Put  General  Washington's  .Manuscript  Plan  of  the 
Country  took  no  notice  of  any  such  occupation  of  the  mainland,  as 
was  thus  stated,  previously  to  the  twenty-first;  Captain  Hull,  who 
was  ia  the  Royal  Army,  made  no  mention  whatever  of  any  move- 
ment of  * that  Army,  during  the  intervening  pciiod,  except  of  that 
of  the  advance,  who  encountered  General  Glover,  {J notary  of  the  Ci'  il 
War  in  America,  i.,  205  ;)  and  Stedinan,  who  is  said  to  have  been  i umpired 
by  General  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  in  his  History  of  the  Am  - i,  an  llu/*,  (i.,212,) 
was  equally  silent,  on  that  subject.  Colonel  Harris  i:’s  letter  to  William 
Duel*,  “Campon  YalkntinkVIIills,  October  21,  177b” — “Since  his 
“ Excel. et  • b fit  r of  yes  rd  «y,  nothing  ot  importance  has  transpired, 
“unless  the  marching  of  the  enemy,  to-day,  from  Pastehe-tcr  towards 
“New  Rochelle,  is  considered  in  that  light  " — General  George  Clinton's 
Inf  riant;'  ti  relating  to  the  Knemy,  dated  “October  21,  1770,”  iu  which  the 
enemy  was  said  to  “now  lay  from  where  they  first  landed,  extended 
“ about  one  mile  Last  of  New  Rochelle ; ” an  1 General  Washington's 
despatch  to  the  Continental  Congress,  dated  “ IIkao-quartkks,  Wuite- 
“ Plains  25  October,  177b,”  all  clearly  indicated  that  such  a movement 
of  the  main  body  of  the  King's  Army  was  not  made  on  the  eighteenth  ; 
and  nobody  has  pretended  that  Colonel  Glover  confronted  the  entire 
h wil  Army  and  held  it  in  rh-ak,  during  the  whole  *f  rlie  day,  as  he 
lui'.'l  bi\  • .■  bid  ti  r ' \ moY  •!  P ; ••  • h,  ••  that  dll} . 

We  prefer  to  believe,  therefore,  that,  although  the-  advance  and,  possibly, 
some  other  detachments  of  that  Army  may  have  nmved  and  occupied 
the  country  between  Uutchinsou’s  river  and  New  Rochelle,  on  the 
eighteenth,  nineteenth,  and  twentieth  of  October,  “ the  main  body”  r** - 
niained  on  Pell  s-neek,  until  the  twenty  first,  as  stated,  indirectly,  by 
Hall  and  Meduian,  confirmed  by  the  testimony  of  General  Washington. 

Pulton,  iu  his  History  of  IW^tvhr^ter-cnunfy  (origii.al  c ‘ 1 i t i • • r i . i.,  414  ; 
the  same,  second  edition,  i.,  b‘J5,)  informed  his  readers,  that,  “on  the 
“eighteenth  of  October,  177b,  Lord  Uo\\e.  the  Rriti.-h  coiiiniandrr,  took 
“post  in  the  village"  of  New  Rochelle;  but  it  is  very  likely  that  **  Lord 
“ Howe,"  who  w.ls  Admiral  of  the  Fleet,  remained  **n  board  one  of  the 
vessels  of-war — he,  certainly,  was  not  at  New  Rochelle,  on  the  day  of 
tin-  debark  at  iou  *f  the  Army,  on  Pell’s  neck. 

"“The  ue\t  day,  Gen.  Pee  (under  whose  command  we  are)  came 
“and  publickly  returned  his  thanks  to  Colonel  Glover  and  the  Other  re 
“and  soldiers  of  hio  commaiid,  for  tlieir  noble  spirited  ami  soldierlike 
“conduct,  during  tho  b-attle  ; and  that  nothing  iu  Lis  power  should  bo 
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from  tlmt  time  until  the  present,  with  ni>>ri-  or  !•  -- 
minuteness  :mil  |>re«ri*i<>n  the\  li:i\  • b ■ ■ i 
those,  in  Europe  as  well  as  in  America,  who  h.iw 
written  of  the  events  of  the  Campaign,  in  Westchester-  j 
county,  in  the  Autumn  of  177<i  1 


“wanting  to  serve  those  brave  Officers  and  nu*n.”  (Extract  of  a Liter- 
from  “ Camp  at  31ilk  Syi’Aiir.  in  Kyst  Chester,”  da*.  J 23  October,  j 
1770,  in  The  Freeman's  Jon ntul  or  .V  ‘C-H  :mp*hir*  tie,  V 1.  1 t y>\»,  25, 
Poktsmovtii,  Tuesday,  November  12,  1770.) 

General  Washington  conveyed  bid  sense  of  the  merit  of  Colonel  : 
Glover  and  hid  command,  in  these  words: 

“General  Orders. 

“ Hkad-qvarters,  Harlem  Heights,  October  21,  1770. 

il  (Parole,  IIkaTH.)  (i  ■ >inl  r-  jn.  ><  I 1.1%  \S.) 

“The  hurried  situation  of  the  General,  for  the  two  l.i.st  d-*y«,  having 
“prevented  him  from  paying  that  attention  to  Colonel  Gb  MTxnd  the 
“Officers  and  soldiers  who  were  wit  it  him,  in  tlin-  skinni-h,  *>n  Friday 
“last,  that  their  merit  and  good  behaviour  deserved,  h<  t!.itP*rs  himself  , 
“that  his  thanks,  though  d-  laved,  will,  mverthele.-vs,  he  u • ptable  to 
“ them,  as  they  are  offered  with  great  sincerity  and  cordiality.  At  the  ' 
“same  time,  he  hopes  that  every  other  part  of  the  Army  will  do  their 
“duty  with  equal  duty*  and  zeal,  whenever  called  upon;  and  that  ; 
“ neither  dangers,  difficulties,  nor  hardships  will  discourage  soldiers  en  j 
“gaged  it)  the  cause  of  Liberty,  and  contending  lor  all  that  freemen 
“hold  dear  and  valuable.” 

1 David  How,  in  his  homely  Diary,  under  that  date,  [OvL-ber  IS,]  no-  ' 
ticed  the  engagement,  in  these  wold'-:  “18.  The  Regular-  Lauded  aUwe  ; 
“Frogg’s  point  on  the  main  Land.  Our  ju-opl  • fought  Them  Killed  a 
“ great  many  llofli  sides  we  have  not  The  Parti  dilate  as  y.;t.”  L-uten- 
ant-coVmel  Tench  Tilghrnan  to  William  Inter,  “ H kad-oi’aktfkc,  King’s  1 
“ Bridge,  October  20, 1776,”  made  a passing  and  complimentary’ allusion  | 
to  the  affair  ; Central  Washington,  through  hi?  S-  ureter//,  t- • the  ( '•jntincntal 
Congress,  “Kino’s  Bridge,  October  20,  177 o,  half  after  one  o’clock,  | 
“ I*. 31.,”  gave  a brief  and  complimentary  account  of  the  skirmish;  an 
Extract  of  a n or  from  For l Ice,  dated  “ October  20,  177'>,”  and  published 
in  7 he  Pcunxijlr.au in  Journal , No.  176S,  Philadelphia,  Wednesday,  Oc- 
tober 23,  1770,  and  by  General  Force,  iu  his  American  Arch  ers,  V.,  ii . , 
1130,  gave  a very  good  and  generally  correct  account  of  it;  another 
Extract  of  a letter  from  E<>rt  lee,  (luted  “October  20,’’  and  published  in 
the  same  newspaper,  on  the  following  Wednesday,  also  gave  a good,  brief 
description;  an  Extract  of  a letter  from  an  Officer,  dated  “Near  New 
“ Rochelle  (in  thf.  vicinity  of  Nkw-Yokk)  October  20,  1776,’’  made  a 
brief  and  exaggerated  allusion  to  it ; an  Editorial  article,  iu  a Newport 
new  spaper  of  the  twenty-first  of  October,  copied  by  The  Ere  man'*  Journal 
or  Xmi;- Hampshire  Gazette,  Vul.  L,  X«».  21..  IV'llTSMH  TH,  Tuesday,  No  vein-  | 
lur  5,  1770,  and  by  General  Force,  in  the  American  Archives . V.,  ii.,  1171,  j 
contained  a statement- of  the  skirmish,  giving  the  command  toGener.il  Lee  l 
and  making  other  serious  errors  ; some  Information  relating  to  the  etc; my,  \ 
communicated  to  the  Xem-York  Convention,  evidently’  by  General  George  j 
Clinton,  f > 1 1 the  twenty-first  of  Oetoh*- r,  177C-.  gave  a brief  d seription  ; 5 
an  allusion  which  was  made  to  it,  with  the  r*qw>rt  of  a des*  rtor  as  to  the 
enemy’s  loss,  may  be  seen  in  an  Extract  of  a letter  from  Fort  /.**,  dated  1 
“October  22,’’ and  published  in  Th-'  Philadelphia  /.  ■ >'>.y  /*<•■•',  Vol.  II.,  | 
No.  27(1,  Philadelphia,  Saturday,  October  20,  1 7 7 » » ; with  th*  letter, 
e%  Me  fitly  written  by  General  Glover,  date  I “Milk  Si.-gauv,  <>  t-ber  22, 

“ 1776,“  and  jMihli.dw.il  In  Th  F • • i\  Joanna  a,,  I S -hiip-h,  , 
Gazette , Vol.  I.,  No.  27,  Portsmovtii,  Tuesday,  November  26.  177'..  an  1 by 
General  Force,  in  the  Am  ih-an  Archie-.-*,  X.,  ii.,  IInS,  II  9,  th*  leader 
is  already  acquainted;  an  Extract.  -f  a l* far  from  Mount  Washington,  | 
dated  (>ot*.,,er  2d,  1770,  writt  hi  by  an,  eye-witness  of  the  engagement,  | 
and  publidud  in  The  Pcunsylr aria  Journal,  No.  170‘J,  Philadelphia, 
Wednesday,  October  .TO,  1770,  confirmed  tlie  statement  that  the  1**'S  was  * 
largely  sustained  by  the  German  troops;  and  informed  that  dw-erters  ; 
stated  tin*  entire  loss,  Briti.-h  and  German.  to  have  amounted  to  “ more  ‘ 
“ than  eight  hullffred  men,  killed  and  wounded  a bi  f f reference  was 
made  to  the  skirmish,  in  an  Extract  of  a /•  tt-r  fr.  -m  F.  \*t  Ch-  dated 
October  211,  published  ill  The  Freeman' * Journal  or  &r>r- Hampshire  Gaz-tte, 
Vol.  I,  No.  24,  Portsmouth,  Tuesday,  November  5,  1 7 7 « i ; an  excellent 
and  very  full  description,  evidently  written  by  one  who  participated  in 
the  tight.  apfuNired  iu  an  Extract  of  u h tier  from  Camp  at  Mil*  Zhpuire  in 
East  Chester,  dated  2d  October,  1770,  which  w.ts  printed  in  Th*  Er- --man's 


* Thus  printed. 


It  i-  --.I  w ;th  «.inc  <1.  _,ree  of  t-r  Lability,  tlm. 
ilic  ii  .r  • t!i>-  twentieth  of  Oct*  her,  the  s.-coml 

Way  alter  the  eilcmv  occupied  IVL’s-neck,  General 
Washington  employed  Colonel  Ihi:u«  Putnam,  an 
Officer  and  an  Enjrincer  in  whom  much  confidence 


Journal  or  Stic- Hampshire  (Jnr.t  tie,  Vol.  I.,  No.  S' . P KISM-H  TH,  Tut-.sd.tv, 
November  12,177b,  whence  it  was  re-printe-f  ly  Fn-.uk  Moore,  in  hi* 
fj  ui  ry  of  the  American  Revolution,  i.,  320,327  : '"r-  11  ace’s  despot-  A t. 

h>r  l George  Germain*,  dated  “New -York,  V»  X -v.  r.t’  -er.  1776,’*  contain'  d 
the  official  report  of  the  skirmish;  Cuprain  1:  ili,  in  his  HuVxnj  *f  thr 
(Adi  War  in  America , (i.,  *20.3,)  made  mention  <.;*  ir.  stating,  also,  that  the 
Light  Infantry  lost  “about  thirty  killed  and  w - 1. " without  making 
the  slightest  allusion  t.  > either  the  ( Ire  idiers  k German  ti 

> ted  man,  in  liis  lll*tory  of  the  American  liar,  ...  211.  2,)  described  the 

Hkirmi-h.  very  hrieffy,  stating  “ thirty -tw.,  vv»-rv  k.l  i and  wounded  on 
“ the  side  of  the  English,*’  without  aliuding  That  of  any  of  the  otle-r 
truo|  s ; Judge  Jones,  in  lih  History  of  X-  >r  }*  rV  :uri„g  the  fi evolutionary 
W'<ir,  ii.,  122,)  made  only  a general  reference  c :U  among  a numkr  of 
skirmishes  iu  Wr.stchesb T-coiinty,  and  his  1 .:tor.  de  Lancey,  made  to 
men  fit;  Gordon,  iu  his  Hist 

gave  a singularly  inaccurate  descripti.m,  making  General  Lee  the  com- 
mander, iu  person,  without  naming  Colonel  Glover,  in  any  way  ; Genera  1 
Heath,  in  his  Memoir*,  (72,  73.) mentioned  it  with  s^tue  particularity,  but 
without  alluding  to  Colonel  Glover,  in  couQeciiou  with  it  ; Judge 
3Iarsliall,  in  his  Iff  of  G-  - rye  Washington,  ' ii..  -4  briefly  alluded  to  it  ; 
Ramsay,  in  his  History  of  th  ■ America  a fared  at  l *i.  Edit.  I.ondon  : 1701, 
i , 3t‘S,  3n9,)  gave  the  personal  command  to  General  Lee,  without  allud- 
ing to  Colonel  Glover;  31  in.  Warren,  iu  her  ltd.  and  Progress  of  the 
American  Revolution,  (i.,  327,)  grouped  all  the  oj-eniriiu  s of  the  Armies, 
while  c»  route  to  the  White  Plains,  without  making  social  mention  of 
either;  Adolphus,  iu  his  J/7'  ry  of  England.  ? Second  edition,  ii.,  3>0,) 
made  honorable  mention  of  Colonel  Glo\  er  and  f the  engagement ; Ser- 
geant Lamb,  of  the  Koval  Welsh  Fusileers,  in  his  J ornal  of  Occurrences 
during  the  late  American  War , (Edit.  Dublin  : lv  127,)  made  hononible 
mention  of  it,  giving  the  persona!  command  to  Genera!  Lee  ; Paul  Allen, 
iu  liia  History  of  the  American  Revolution,  (i..  511.  M2,)  also  gave  the 
command  to  General  Lee,  requiring,  however,  the  “ whole  force  of  the 
“British,  in  solid  columns, **  to  overcome  the  handful  of  Americans ; 
31  or.-*,  in  his  Annul*  of  th*  American  farolut  ion.  il'.dit.  Hartford:  lv2l, 
262,)  mentioned  it,  incidentally,  giving  the  persona!  command  to  general 
Lee  ; Ramsay,  in  his  Life  of  George  Washington , ■ 'ixth  edition,  -16,)  did 
no  more  than  to  casually  allude  to  the  entire  seri-.s  of  affairs,  without 
particularly  mentioning  either  of  them  : Dunlap,  ir:  his  Hi' lory  of  Xnc 
York,  (ii.,  80.)  did  the  same,  honorably  mentiouin  * all,  w irbont  selecting 
either,  for  special  praise  ; Loosing,  in  his  Eicl.tri-A  Fi-  Id-book  of  the  Revo- 
lution, (original  edition,  i i . . 820,)  found  room  for  no  more  than  two  lines 
of  description  of  this  gallant  affair,  which  was  a ; art  of  his  subject: 
although  he  had  devoted  eight  pages  to  Christopher  Columbus  and  four- 
teen to  Sir  Wftl ter  Raleigh,  < * , nil  ' 1 t Si  th  P . b.  ritus,  which, 
certainly,  hud  n»>  connection  with  that  subject.  * ie  American  Revolu- 
tion ; and,  in  those  two  lilies,  Ik  committed  a singularly  important  error  ; 
Irving,  in  hrs  Life  of  George  Washington,  (Edit.  1<‘  ‘.  ii..  3s5,  386,)  gave 
an  excellent  little  notice  of  it;  Buucrofr,  in  hi-  HAcrry  of  the  United 
Slat*?,  (original  edition,  ix.,  177, and  in  (hesame,  cviit»*nary  edition,  v.,  4*1,) 
wliih-  lie  had  been  singularly  f * ••^* 1 1 : -o  iu  what  had  no  louring  whatever  on 
the  hi'tory  of  the  ('nit  *1  Ft.^os,  dismissed  the  se1  <t  ir,  l**>s  than  four 
lilies  ; DuwsoU,  in  his  lUMle*  vi  the  I nded  d tie*,  : , V. 7.)  made  only  an 
incidental  ulluiiou  to  ir,  instead  <*t  appropriating  a Chapter  of  his  work 
t<»  that  special  subject,  as  ho  should  have  d-  oe  : CA  loUel  Carrington, 
in  his  Raffles  of  the  America),  Rev  lution,  fj-’ia,)  mad  honor.ihle  mention 
of  the  affair  ; the  local  historian,  Dolton,  in  iii>  Hldunt  > f Wtstche*f*r- 
county,  (original  edition;  i.,  153,  and  iu  the  #•:.*».*  r.rh,  second  eilitioli,  i . 
215.)  probably  all ud«:vl  to  this  eng.i_ nu*i:t,  vl.  :i  in  *atli  instance,  he 
devoted  two  linesand  a half  to  the  subject,  in  tlie  c urse  uf  which,  how- 
ever, in  each  instance,  the  reader  was  gravely  inf  . V,  that  the  Royal 
Army  was,  at  that  time,  “under  Lord  Ilo\ve,“  the  Admiral  commanding 
the  Fleet.  In  other  parts  of  his  work,  (origin  «1  r*li’i  n,  i.,  1 4«*— >|S  ; 
second  edition,  ii..  7;;,  71,)  he  presented  copies  of  what  General  Heath 
and  two  of  the  letter-writers  had  written  on  the  sv’jert.  without  a 
single  ft-Mitioriul  word,  where  something  of  *b.*scr. prion  of  localities,  if 
nothing  t.Jse,  would  have  been  more  than  ordinarily  us*.Tm1.  The  Ana-ml 
Register  f r 1776:  History  of  Enr  gc\  *17»»  ; Murray,  in  his  Impart  ’d 
History  of  the  War  in  America , (Edit.  Neweit^rlc-isjv*n-Tyne,  sine  nnno, 
ii.,  175) ; The  History  of  tin  Hot  he  .1/ncrica.  • EJ.  Dublin  : 1779,  li.,  VJ5  ; 
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was  justly  reposed,  to  make  a personal  reconnaissance 
ofthe  enemy’s  strength  and  position.1  It  is  said  that, 
in  the  discharge  of  that  service,  Colonel  Putnam  was 
accompanied  by  Adjutant-general  Reed  and  a guard  j 
of  twenty  men.  It  is  said,  also,  that,  from  the 
heights  of  East  Chester,  they  saw  a small  body  of  the 
enemy,  near  the  Church,  in  that  village,  hut  could 
learn  nothing  from  the  inhabitants,  as  the  houses 
were  all  deserted.  The  Adjutant-general  is  said  to 
have  left  Colonel  I’utnam,  at  that  place,  to  attend 
to  other  duties ; and  that  the  latter  requested  him 
to  take  back  the  guard,  as  lie  thought  he  could 
succeed  better,  in  what  he  had  to  do,  by  himself.  It  j 
is  said,  also,  that  Colonel  Putnam  then  disguised 
himself,  and  set  out  for  the  White  Plains,  a place 
which  he  bad  never  visited  ; nor  did  he  know  the 
road  which  led  to  it.  Immediately  afterwards,  he 
came  to  a road  which  turned  olf,  to  the  right,  and 
which  he  followed,  a short  distance  and  until  he  came  i 
to  a house,  where  a woman  informed  him  that  the  j 
road  he  was  then  on  led  to  New  Itochelle;  that  the  ! 
enemy  was  there  ; and  that  the  latter  had  posted  a j 
guard,  at  a house,  then  in  sight.  Returning  to  the  i 
roadway  from  which  he  had  diverged,  he  continued 
his  journey  towards  the  White  Plains,  and  had  ap- 
proached “within  three  or  four  miles  of  that  place,” 7 j 
when  he  saw  a house,  with  men  about  it,  only  a 
short  distance  from  him.  Before  he  advanced,  he 
carefully  examined  the  men,  with  li is  field-glass;  and 
having  ascertained  that  the  house  was  a Tavern  and 
that  the  men  were  not  British  soldiers,  he  went  for- 
ward ; called  for  some  oats  for  his  horse;  and,  sitting 


d’  Auberteuil,  in  his  K*sais  his.toriqiu*  at  politupie*  fair  fa  Revolution  de  V 
Am  'riqne  Septentriouidv,  (Edit,  a Bruxelles:  1782,  ii.,  38  j ; Andrews,  in  ! 
li  is  History  of  the  War  icith  America,  Friiia  c,  Spain,  and  Holland,  (Edit. 
London:  1786,  ii.,  243-247);  Sullies,  in  his  llutloire  den  Trouble*  dc  C 
Amcriqne  Auglaize,  (Edit.  Paris:  17fe7,  i.r  342-345)  ; Chas  and  Lebrun,  in 
.'their  11  Moire  politique  et  phdoaophique  de  la  Revolution  d> ■ T Amtrique  Sep- 
tentrionale , (Edit.  Paris  : An  ix.,  It*:))  ; Onion'd  Humphreys,  in  his  Em* ay 
on  the  Rife  >f  Major-yen  end  hru*!  Pninurn,  (Edit.  Bo.-tou  : 1S1>,  120, 
127);  Pitkin,  in  hi  a I'olttic  d and  Civil  History  of  the  Cmted  Stab-*,  (Ed. 
New  Haven:  182s,  i.t  370)  ; Spark*,  in  his  Life  of  Geary*.  Wash.ingt/m, 
(Edit.  Boston  : ld42,  10-1)  ; Lo— dm;,  in  his  Seventeen  hundred  and  neienty- 
six,  (Edit.  Now  York:  l >'  4 7 , 2'7)  ; Hildreth,  in  his  History  of  the  I'uited 
Stole*  of  America,  ( first  Serivs,  iii.,  I I ; Hamilton,  in  his  History  of  the 
Republic  of  rh*  L'nHed  M if  Aia-  r:cat  ( j. , I2.J.  lB'-j — whore*  the-  enemy 
is  made  t*»  fico  i:iin3«df  over  thu  causowny  leading  In-rn  Throw’s- neck 
t* * (he  villa""  .»f  WV-ti'h.  -n-v  : Uv«-"h.  in  ']  !,•:  ! A ■:'<  > ul  Greta*,  • 

(Edit.  New  York:  16U7,  i.,  2dU.-2U.i5j;  Kidputh,  in  his  Papular  History  of  j 
the  Un't' d >hil-  * of  America , ^Kdil.  New  York : 18. so,  :;IU  ; although  all 
of  them  made  mention  ot  the  movement  of  the  Koval  Army  from  j 
Throw's- neck,  mad-  no  mention  whatc-’.er,  of  this  spirited  and  impor-  . 
tnnt  skirmish. 

Disregarding  those  who  made  no  mention  of  Colon*.*!  Glover  ami  his 
brave  command,  the  reader  will  fmd  in  the  character  ami  number  of 
those  who  did  recognize  and  desci  a be  the  achievements  of  tln»e  brave 
men,  on  that  eighteenth  of  October,  sutfieieut  evidence  of  the  great  | 
importance  which  those  achb-vemonts  possessed  and  the  great  mflm  yce  : 
which  they  secured,  both  in  America  and  in  Europe,  both  .f  which  are  I 
our  sufficient  warrant  for  devoting  both  labor  and  s{>ace,  in  our  pres*  | 
entatiuirof  them  to  our  retdurs,  in  as  complete  and  as  accurate  a form  j 
a*  posed  bb*. 

1 Memoir  of  CcVmel  Rufus  Piinam,  in  Hildreth's  Riogva  phical  and  Hi*-  | 
torical  Mnaoiis  of  the  l’.arly  Scttb  r.s  of  Ohio , (51-G3. 

2 Probably  between  the  present  villages  of  Tuckahoe  and  jvarsdale, 
near  the- liue  of  the  Harlem  Railroad. 


quietly  down,  listened  to  the  conversation  of  the  as- 
sembled countrymen,  whom  lie  discovered  to  be 
W higs.  From  these,  Colonel  Putnam  ascertained 
that  a large  body  of  the  Koval  Army  was  lying  near 
New  Rochelle,  which  was  about  eleven  miles  distant 
from  the  White  Plains,  with  good  roads  and  an  open, 
level  country  between  the  two  places  ; and  that  at 
the  Plains,  was  a large  quantity  of  American  Stores, 
guarded  by  only  about  three  hundred  Militia.  He 
ascertained,  also,  that  a detachment  of  the  enemy 
was  posted  near  Mamaroneck,  only  seven  miles  dis- 
tant from  the  White  Plains;  while,  on  the  other 
side,  was  the  Hudson-river,  on  vv  hich  were  half  a 
d ozen  armed  vessels  of  the  King’s  Fleet,  within  seven 
miles  from  the  same  place;  and  he  understood,  at 
once,  that  the  principal  Magazine  of  Provisions  for 
the  American  Army,  which  General  Washington  had 
ordered  to  he  brought  to  the  White  Plains,  for  the 
greater  security  of  it,  was  enclosed,  on  three  sides,  by 
the  King’s  forces,  and  was  within  easy  striking  distance 
from  either  of  those  three  positions.  Colonel  Putnam 
waited  no  longer,  at  the  Tavern,  and  proceeded  no 
further,  on  the  road  towards  the  White  Plains;  but, 
turning  his  horse  towards  the  Bronx-river,  westward 
from  Ward’s  Tavern,3  where  he  then  was,  over  Ward’s 
Bridge,  he  hastened  hack  to  Head-quarters,  “ with  his 
“ all-important  discoveries.”  It  appears  that  Colonel 
Putnam  and  the  Adjutant-general  had  passed  over 
the  same  ground,  in  the  morning;  and  the  former 
was  surprised,  therefore,  when  he  approached  the 
high  ground,  westward  from  the  Bronx-river,  to  see 
that  it  was  occupied  by  armed  men  ; hut  he  ascer- 
tained with  his  field-glass  that  they  were  Americans; 
and  when  he  reached  the  encampment,  he  found  it 
was  the  Brigade  commanded  by  Brigadier-general 
Lord  Stirling,  of  Major-general  Spencer’s  Division, 
who  had  been  pushed  forward,  in  advance  of  the 
main  Army,  during  that  day,  to  occupy  that  very  im- 
portant pass  and  to  fortify  it.4 

After  Colonel  Putnam  had  refreshed  himself  and  his 
horse  at  the  Head-quarters  of  the  Brigade — as  Lord 
Stirling  was  a bon  vivant  and  an  extravagant  liver,  the 
weary  Colonel  was,  undoubtedly,  well-refreshed — he 
set  out  tor  Head-quarters,  by  way  of  Yonkers,  a road  on 
which  lie  had  not  previously  traveled  ; and  as  it  was 
dark,  and  because  the  country  ov  er  which  he  was  to 
pass  was  largely  inhabited  by  those  who  were  un- 
friendly to  the  Americans,  rendering  it  hazardous  for 
him  to  make  inquiries,  his  journey  was  peculiarly 
dangerous.  It  is  said,  however,  that  he  reached 
Head-quarters,  in  safety,  about  nine  o'clock  ; that  he 
was  received  by  General  Washington,  wiio  heard  his 
verbal  Report  and  examined  the  sketch  ofthe  country 
which  he  made  for  the  illustration  of  the  Report  and 

3 The  position  of  that  noted  Tavern  may  be  ascertained  by  a reference 

to  the  Plan  ofthe  Ono  dry  from  Fray’s  Point  to  Croton  Rirert  opposite  page 
23'J,  ante  : if  we  are  correctly  informed,  the  pro|»oriy  is  now  owned  and 

occupied  by  lion.  Silas  D.  Gilford,  recently  County  JuJ^eof  Westcliester- 
county. 

4 Vide  page  23$.  ante. 
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to  show  the  relative  positions  of  the  several  i>< 1 i< - uf 
the  King's  forces  ami  the  Magazine,  at  tin.'  White 
Plains;  that  the  General  wassurprisedth.it  tie  Army 
was  so  greatly  imperiled,  “complaining,  very  feelingly, 
“of  the  gentlemen  of  New  York,  from  whom  he  had 
“never  been  able  to  obtain  a plan  of  the  country, 
“and  saying  that  it  was  by  their  advice  lie  had  or- 
“ dered  the  Stores  to  the  White  Plains,  as  a place  of 
“ safety that  General  Greene  and  General  George 
Clinton  were  called  in,  to  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of 
the  sketch  ; that  Colonel  Putnam  “was  charged  with 
“a  letter  to  Brigadier-general  Lord  Stirling,  and 
“ordered  immediately  to  his  Camp,  which  ho  reach* 

“ el,  by  the  same  route,  about  two  o’clock  that, 

“ before  daylight,  the  Brigade  was  in  motion,  in  full 
“inarch  for  the  White  Plains,  where  it  arrived,  about 
“ nine  o’clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-first  of 
“October;”  and  that  “thus  was  the  American  Army 
“ saved  by  an  interposition  of  Providence,  from  a 
“probably  total  destruction.” 

While  these  various  movements  were  in  pro- 
gress, and  while  his  attention  to  the  great  events 
which  were  passing  immediately  before  him  must 
have  been  close  and  constant,  General  Washington’s 
interest  in  the  future  was  not  neglected.  lie  deter- 
mined, therefore,  "to  establish  a Magazine  of  Pro- 
visions, to  the  northward  of  the  Highlands  and 
“ remote  from  the  North  River;”  and  the  Quarter- 
master-general of  the  Army  was  instructed  to  ascer- 
tain the  opinions  of  William  Duer  and  Robert  R. 
Livingston,  on  the  subject;  and,  in  t lie  mean  time, 
the  former  of  the  two,  who  was  never  absent  when  any 
opportunity  for  making  money  was  presented,  was 
ordered  by  the  Quartermaster-general  to  purchase, 
without  the  slightest  limitation  of  prices  or  any  check 
whatever, as  to  qualitiesor  quantities  or  places  or  times 
of  delivery,  thirty  thousand  bushels  of  Grain,  one- 
half  of  it  to  be  Corn  and  the  other  half  to  be  Oats,  one 
thousand  tons  of  Hay,  and  five  hundred  tons  of  Rye- 
straw — as  Robert  R.  Livingston  was  to  be  consulted 
concerning  the  places  where  all  these  should  be  deliv- 
ered, it  is  very  clear  that  the  Quartermaster  general 
intended  that  large  liberty,  in  the  expenditure  of  the  ! 
public  monies,  which  he  had  authorized,  should  be  ex- 
ercised within  the  Manor  of  Livingston,  where  that 
family  and  its  adherents  would  enjoy  the  benefits  to  be 
derived  from  that  questionable  source,  instead  of  ex- 
pending those  monies  within  those  other  portions  of 
the  State  where  the  dominant  party  possessed  no  in- 
terest, although  the  former  was  perfectly  secure  from 
loss  and  the  latter,  very  largely',  were  exposed  to  the 
inroads  of  the  enemy.  Instructions  were  also  given, 
also  without  limitation,  for  the  purchase  of  I lorses  and 
Oxen  ; and  if  they  could  not  be  purchased,  the  luck y 
agent  was  authorized  to  hire  them,  “ at  the  most  rea- 
sonable rates.” *  1 It  was  for  the  purpose  of  making 


>uch  opportunities  as  these,  that  the  dominant  fie  ri..- 
had  revolt  d ; and  in  such  hands  as  those  of  W illiam 
Duer  and  the  Livingstons,  such  opportunities  never 
failed  to  he  made  useful,  always  to  themselves  and 
sometimes  to  the  State  and  the  Country. 

There  was  ample  reason,  however,  for  the  anxiety 
of  General  Washington,  concerning  Provisions  for 
the  supply  of  the  Army,  since,  at  the  time  when  he 
ordered  the  establishment  of  a Magazine,  in  the  up- 
per part  of  Duchess-county,  there  were  not  more  than 
fifteen  hundred  barrels  of  Flour  and  two  hundred 
barrels  of  Pork,  at  Kingsbridge  and  on  the  Heights 
of  Harlem  ; and  there  were  very  few  live  Cattle,  of 
anv  kind,  collected,  at  any  place  within  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  Army.  As  the  enemy  had  the  control  of 
the  navigation  on  the  Iludson-river,  as  well  as  of  that 
on  the  Sound,  there  could  not  be  any  transportation  of 
the  much-needed  supplies,  by  water;  and  the  great 
scarcity  of  teams,  growing  more  and  more  evident,  day 
bv  duy,  rendered  the  prospect  of  a transportation,  by 
land-carriage,  of  what  would  become  necessary  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Army,  exceedingly  discouraging, 
especially  since  the  enemy’ had  indicated  his  intention 
to  cut  off  the  lines  of  communication  by  land,  as  well 
as  those  by  water.  The  General  was  necessarily  led, 
therefore,  to  concentrate  whatever  of  supplies  he  had, 
at  the  White  Plains ; to  request  and  entreat  that  ev- 
ery possible  exertion  should  be  made  to  have  large 
quantities  of  Provisions  carried  to  the  interior  pans 
of  the  country,  out  of  the  reach  of  the  enemy,  and 
with  the  utmost  expedition  ; and  to  inform  the  C'om- 
missarv-gencra!  of  the  Army  that  a failure  to  effect 
these  would,  he  feared,  he  was  certain,  be  productive 
of  the  fatal  consequences  attending  on  mutiny  arid 
plunder,  adding,  significantly,  “ indeed,  the  latter 
“will  be  authorized  by  necessity.” 2 

With  such  testimony  as  this,  and  there  is  an  abun- 
dance of  other  testimony  which  is  even  stronger  in 
its  terms,  the  honest  historian  of  these  events  finds 
great  difficulty  in  reconciling  the  facts  with  the  per- 
sistent assertion  that  the  War  of  the  Revolution  was 
originated  by  the  great  body  of  the  Colonists  arising. 
en  inasse,  for  the  protection  of  their  several  prop- 
erties and  homes  and  families  from  outrages  threat- 
ened or  inflicted  by  a foreign  tyrant;  that  it  was  con- 
ducted by  that  same  great  body  of  people,  through 
agencies  of  its  own  appointim  m and  under  its  con- 
trol, always  unselfishly  and  with  nothing  else  than 
the  common  weal  in  view  ; and  that  the  willing  hands 
and  the  patriotic  hearts  of  the  entire  body  of  the  peo- 
ple were  in  accord  with  the  patriotism  of  the  Army 
which  it  had  created,  which  il  was  sustaining  with 
;U!  which  it  possessed,  and  on  which,  alone,  all  its 
hopes  for  security,  for  happiness,  for  prosperity,  and 
for  peace,  were  rested.  Surely,  whore  mutiny  and 
plundering  ware  oliieially  threatened  in  default  of 


l Qu  irterm’wter-general  Xpjtin  to  Willi  rn  Duer,  “ Mount  \V  isiiixcton,  - Gent  <>l  Washingt  i to  Col  el  Jos  h Tn  b Commies 

1 October  -U,  1770. n • I'luci'ii'ui,  “ IIlad-qi  akthd.  Ki.v g's  Hi: !!><;>:.  October  20, 1770. 
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contribution^  forvi  <1  «■  ntfribui!  m • : - i :m  ! 

ex;  "Ct-  'l,  tin f eoitl'l  nut  have  broil  imt  4i  .«y:ni  ;thy 
between  the  Army  ami  the  body  of  the  people ; and, 
«ureiy,  in  that  con <1  i t i< >n  of  the  popular  feeling,  the 
Army  can  scarcely  lie  said,  in  truth,  to  have  been  i 
fighting  for  the  cause  of  the  country,  at  large,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  as  Armies  have  always  fought,  at  the  i 
expense  of  the  body  of  the  people,  of  the  working-bees 
oft  he  hive,  for  the  promotion,  only,  of  the  private  ends 
ami  the  private  aims  and  the  private  interests  of  an 
individual  or  of  a family  or  of  a faction  or  of  a party, 
neither  of  them  a producer  nor  anything  else  than  a 
cumbrance  and  a burden  on  those  who  have  labored.  | 
It  will  be  seen,  front  General  Washington’s  anxiety 
concerning  his  supplies  and  concerning  the  lines  of 
communication  between  the  Army  and  the  country,  i 
and  front  other  evidence,  that  he  was  becoming  con-  j 
vinced  that  the  enemy  intended  to  take  New  Rochelle  j 
for  the  base  of  his  proposed  operations,  and,  from  that  | 
place,  by  way  of  the  White  Plains,  to  form  his  com-  j 
nut nd,  in  a line,  to  the  Hudson-river,1 2  at  Tarrytown — 
a plan  of  operations,  as  we  have  already  stated,-  which 
was  formed,  after  due  consideration,  before  General 
Howe  had  left  the  City  of  New  York,  as  will  have 
been  seen  in  the  disposition  of  the  Phcenix,  the 
Roebuck , and  the  Tartar,  otf  Tarrytown,  to  cover  the  i 
objective  point,  the  right  of  the  proposed  new  line,  | 
of  the  Army,3  and  in  the  selection  of  Mill’s-creek,  j 
or  New  Roehelle-harbor,  as  the  base  of  his  opera- 
tions, the  left  of  the  proposed  line,4  and,  because  j 
of  that  new-born  conviction,  as  early  as  noon,  on  the  i 


1 So e,  also,  General  Washington,  through  his  Sect  etanj,  to  the  President  or' 
the  Continental  Congress,  “King’s  Bridge,  October *20, 1776,  half-afterone 
“ o'clock,  P.  M.” 

2 Vide  page  2*31,  ante. 

3 Vide  page  ‘220,  230,  ante. 

We  are  not  insensible  that  Bancroft,  {History  of  the  United  Stubs,  origi- 
nal edition,  ix.  177 ; centenary  edition,  1876,  v.,  4-1 1,)  said  it  was  as  early  as  1 
his  tiftli  day  on  TbPogg'.-j-neck,  that  General  Howe  4 ; gave  up  the  hope  of  ' 
“getting directly  in  Washington’s  rear  ; " and  that,  in  consequence  of  : 
that  disappointment  and  at  thut  time,  lie  r-.solved  to  snike  at  White  i 

4 Plains.”  Little  credit  is  given  t<>  General  fbiwe  find  th*  very  able 

Officer#  whom  he  commanded,  by  any  one  who  can  really  suppose  they 

would  open  ii  Campaign,  or  c\en  a scries  of  important  inoveui  .-nts,  without 

having,  previously,  formed  h plan,  as  carefully  and  as  intelligently  con- 
structed as  p'Gsii  le,  for  the  general  guidance  «.f  the  operutiniH  <•!'  the 

Army;  and  il  from  nothin:'  else,  th*.  >'-!ict:  i.  if  Tarrytown  aril  New  ! 

II"  :twlv;  ii  -r.  .«.•  the  two.  \r  rentes  "f  'h-’  m -ed  !•;>•-,  whih  ’im  Army 

was  yet  unknown  oti  Throgg’s-neck,  might  have  indicated  to  a less  ex-  I 
f**:ri.*i»i*cd  i ad.-r  than  G - venerable  ex-iiec, rotary  of  War.  th. n the  pro-  > 
posc.nl  line  from  New  Ibx  helle,  by  way  of  the  White  Piainr,  to  Tarry- 
town,  was  vastly  mure,  in  the  military  v p.  rations  of  th.*  Koval  Army, 

than  a sudden  inspiration  which  sprung  tip  tc>  cheer  the  dirappointed 
General , when,  on  the  sixteenth  of  October,  the  latter  is  alleg'  d to  have 
given  up  ull  hope  of  getting  in  the  rear  of  the  Americans — the  whole 
of  it  a finely  constructed  creation  of  the  venerable  historian’s  peculiarly 
lively  and  poetical  imagination. 

There  is  an  abundance  of  testimony  showing  that  General  Howe’s  i 
original  purp-  ■*»;  was  to  take  Tarrytow  n and  \ _*w  Kochclle,  as  the  extremes  , 
of  his  propo.-ed  lines;  and,  because  the  venerable  historian  did  not  up*  1 
p*-ar  to  have. been  governed  by  it,  preferring,  rather,  to  pay  deference  to  | 
a phantom  of  his  own  creation,  if  must  lmvo  been  that  he  did  not  under-  I 
fctand  it.  Whatever  it  may  have  been  which  inspired  the  historian,  ! 

however,  what  he  wrote,  on  the  Subject  under  notice,  is  not  historical, 
although  ir  bears  the  name  of  History. 

4 Vide  page  ‘231,  note  7,  ante. 


b ill  i>f  October,  the  entire  military  forco,  except 
1 1 : Ucginieuts  which  were  intended  to  garrison  Fort 
Washington,  was  drawn  into  Westchester-con nty  ; ev- 
ery height  and  pass  and  advantageous  ground,  be- 
tween New  Rochelle  and  the  Hudson-river,  was  occu- 
pied by  an  American  force  sufficiently  strong  to  hold 
it,  temporarily;4 *  the  Head-quarters  of  the  Army  were 
removed  from  Harlem  Heights  to  Kingsb ridge;9  and, 
although  there  are  no  direct  testimonies  on  the  sub- 
ject, it  is  very  evident  that,  at  least  as  early  as  the 
close  of  the  twentieth  of  October,  the  proper  disposi- 
tions for  the  movement  of  the  main  body  of  the  Army 
— the  garrison  of  Fort  Washington  and  a guard  at  the 
barracks,  at  Fort  Independence,  only  excepted — to  the 
high  grounds,  to  the  northward  and  eastward  of  the 
White  Plains,  had,  also,  been  entirely  completed. 

On  the  twentieth  of  October,  Lieutenant-colonel 
Harcourt,  with  the  greater  portion  of  the  Sixteenth 
Regiment  of  Light  Dragoons — the  other  portion  of 
the  Regiment  having  embarked  on  a transport  which 
had  not  come  into  port — and  the  whole  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Regiment  of  Light  Dragoons,  joined  General 
Howe;  and,  on  the  next  day,  [October  21, 17io,]  thus 
strengthened,  the  Right  and  Center  of  the  Royal  Ar- 
my were  moved  to  a position,  about  two  miles  to  the 
northward  of  New  Rochelle,  on  the  road  to  the  White 
Plains,  Lieutenant-general  Heister  occupying  the 
ground  which  had  been  thus  abandoned,  with  one 
Brigade  of  British  ami  two  Brigades  of  Hessians, 
constituting  the  Left  of  the  Army  ;7  and,  early  in  the 
morning  of  that  day,  the  Queen’s  Rangers,  a Corps  of 
Loyalists  commanded  by  Lieutenant-colonel  Rogers, 
were  detached  aud  pushed  forward,  to  take  possession 
of  Mamaroueck,8  the  last-named  of  which  places  was 


& General  Washington,  through  his  Secretary,  to  the  Congress,  44  King’s 
“Bridge,  October  2«),  177b,  half-after  one  o’clock,  P.M.” 

# Sparks,  ( Writ  tugs  of  George  Washington,  iv.,  152,  note,)  said,  44  Head- 
quarters remained  at  Haerleui  Heights,  a.*  appears  by  the  Orderly  R ok, 
“ till  the  twenty -first ; **  and  the  Orderly  Book  of  tath  the  twentieth  and 
the  twenty-first  of  October  gives  weight  to  his^ialemont.  But,  because 
the  entire  military  force,  except  the  garrison  of  Fort  Washington,  had 
been  moved  into  We>tchester*ccunty  as  early  fie  noon,  on  the  twentieth  ; 
because  General  Greene  had  found  Hoad- quarters,  44  near  King's  Bridge,’* 
on  the  evening  of  the  nineteenth,  (Letter  to  the  Continental  (.'•my re**, 
“ Camp  vr  Fori  Lee,  (la  ly  Fort  Cons  i . i s,  • 1 r 2 1776;”) 

because  T.i<>Mtc,n:-'nt-i?olon*d  Tench  Tihrhinaii,  one  of  tin-  GeL.e\Us  Aids, 
had  <*  1 lre>.-  •«  a b-tter  t » William  Bn-  >.v  •!  d^I  14  Hkuk/i  \rti.rs  K ing’s 
44  Bin  doe,  October  2u,  1776 ; ” because  Colonel  Harrison,  the  General's 
Secret. «ry,  had  addressed  a 1 tter  to  th  Pr-eidorit  of  th*'  Contiivntal  Con- 
gress, dated  “ King’s  Bridge,  Ootubei  20,  1 7 7 «• , half-after  ono  o’clock, 
“P.M.  and  because  General  Washington,  himself,  lmd  addressed  a 
letter  to  Colonel  Jo-eph  Trumbull,  Commissary-general  of  Provisions, 
dated,  44  Hkad-qi  ARTF.Rj?,  Kin  .‘s  Bridge,  October  20.  177b,”  we  prefer 
to  consider  the  Orth  rig  Book— v hicli  was  in  evident  disorder,  from  the 
eighteenth  until  the  twenty-third  (only  a single  entry  appearing  in  it, 
during  that  long  interval)— and,  necessarily,  Doctor  fcq  irks,  t-  liave  been 
in  error;  and  that  Head  quarters  were  really  at  or  very  near  to  Kiugs- 
briilge,  as  early  fis  the  afternoon  of  the  nineteenth. 

" Gauthier's  Plan  of  the  Operations  of  the  King's  Army. 

$ General  How  * to  Lord  George  Germaine,  “ Nf.w-\oiuc,  30  November, 
44  1776;”  [UuU's|  History  of  the  dal  Hirer  in  Amerim,  \.,  2* *o  ; Stcd- 
niuu’s  History  of  the  American  liar,  i.,  212;  Gordon’s  History  of  (he 
American  Revolution,  ii.,  330  ; Sauthior’s  Plan  of  the  Operations  f the 
King's  Army  ; Plan  of  the  Country  from  Frog's  Point  to  Croton  Rir  r ; 
etc. 
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WESTCHESTER  COUNTY. 


shamefully  abandum  d I dm  Anmri  • wis  whu  were 
['"sled  llieiv.  '!:•  . 1 ; 1 !i  ■'!  tile  cn<  mv  ; ami 

that,  "mu  l«>r  want  of  number*,  but  for  want  of  a 
“good  Ollieer  to  le.nl  the  nu  n.”  1 

Win  n the  intelligence  of  the  enemy’s  movements, 
on  the  twenty-lirst  of  October,  "'as  received  at  Head- 
quarters, wliieh  hud  been  removed  to  Yulentine's- 
h ill,  General  Washington  was  absent,  on  a tour  of 
inspection.*  Evidently  aroused  by  the  information 
which  he  had  received,  on  the  preceding  evening, 
from  Colonel  Putnam,  he  had  left,  early  in  the  morn- 
ing of  that  day,  to  visit  the  posts  on  the  left  of  the 
American  line  and  at  the  "White  Plains;  and  wlu-n 
the  express  arrived  with  the  very  important  intelli- 
gence of  the  enemy’s  movements,  it  was  immediately 
transmitted  to  him,  by  his  Secretary,  Colonel  Harri- 
son,'1 although  he  was  evidently  quite  well  informed 
of  those  movements,  even  of  that  towards  Mamaro-  , 
neck,1 *  from  other  sources  of  intelligence. 

While  the  General  was  at  the  White  Plains,  on  that 
tour  of  inspection,  [October  21,  1770,]  he  personally 
examined  the  Stores  which  had  been  accumulated  ; 
at  that  place,  and  renewed  bis  earnest  entreaties5  ! 
with  the  Commissary-general  of  Provisions  to  supply 
the  posts  in  that  vicinity,  in  time,  with  Flour  and 
Beef,  for  present  use ; to  form  other  Magazines  of  i 
Provisions,  “ in  secure  places,  removed  from  the  wa-  [ 
“ ter,  in  Connecticut  and  at  such  others  as  were  men-  j 
“ tinned  in  my  last,  and  circumstances  may  direct.”6  j 
From  the  same  place,  the  General  ordered  the  Officer 
in  command,  at  Mamaroneck,  to  make  the  best  stand 
lie  could,  with  the  troops  under  his  command,  against-  j 
the  enemy;  and  told  him  of  his  intention  to  order  an  ' 
attack  on  the  enemy’s  dank" — how  little  the  General 
thought  that,  at  that  very  time,  the  Officer  whom  he  i 
was  thus  addressing  had  shown  himself  to  be  only  a 
contemptible  poltroon.3 * *  At  the  same  time,  he  or- 
dered Colonel  Lachlan  McIntosh,  who  was  then  in  | 
Connecticut,  with  two  Regiments  of  Massachusetts  j 
troop.-,  preparing  to  make  a movement  against  the  ] 
enemy,  on  Long  Island,  to  suspend  that  proposed  ex-  J 


1 General  Washington  to  Colo u-A  Lachlan  M<‘Into<}i  oj  , *•'  Whitk- 

“ Plain-,  October  '21,  I77f- ; " It  ■■•■‘■mint  (lolouel  Ti’jh-n  :o  Wrliarn  Oner , I 
**  HrAT'-^rARi  lm:>\  Yam  vri.\  k\<-H , i.;.,  22  net.,  1776. ” 

- ( olovel  ll.  Ji.  Harrison  to  W'Uiinn  latte,  “Camp  on  Valentine’s*  ! 
“ J 1 1 ll  •,  October  21,  1770:’'  f.V  same  to  tl<>.  Con  tinea!  I C i • “ Hr. \D-  * 

“ quarters,  V.\ LKvnXK’s-Hll.L,  October  21,  1770  ;“  Memoirs  of  General  i 
Heath,  7:5,  74. 

J Chanel  li.  11.  Harrison  0>  Williath  Dace,  “Camp  « n Valentixe’s- 
“ H 1 ll,  October  21,  1770.” 

I General  Washington  to  Major  fijAnlicl  U'  j-nrs,  “ White-]’!  ainh,  Ocfco- 
“ ber  21,  1776.  “ j 

3 “1  have  no- reason,  either  from  information  or  t.l***-r  varion,  to  alter  j 

“ my  opinion  of  yesterday,  and,  therefore,  again  and  ag.uu  entreat  your  i 
“every  exertion  t->  supply  these  posts,  in  time,  with  Flour  and  Beef  for  ! 

present  use,**  were  his  Words. 

. 0 Gnnerul  Washington  to  Qdonel  J>  s.  IVamimll,  Gantnissary-general  <■/  1 
Provisions,  “White-Plains.  October  21,  1770. 

7 General  Washington  to  Major  Zabdt  l ftoger*,  “White-I'lains,  0«  to-  ( 

“her  21,  1776.  “ 

* Gejwrul  Washington  to  Colonel  McIntosh,  “ WniTr-I*L  vlNS,  Octolt»r  • 

“21, 1770."  I 


{•edition,  and,  with  Ideiiteriaiit-coloi.'e’  Livingston, 
wlio  was  in  t lie  same  State,  with  a considerable  lorcc, 
to  march,  immediately,  towards  Byram-river — that 
which  forms  tiie  boundary  between  the  States  of  New 
York  and  Connecticut,  near  the  Sound — and  to  re- 
ceive orders,  on  his  arrival  at  the  river,  from  Briga- 
dier-general Lord  Stirling,  then  at  the  White  Plains, 
fur  the  disposition  of  the  nu  n under  his  command.* 

While  the  Commander-in-chief  was  thus  employed, 
on  the  extreme  left  of  the  American  line,  General 
lluwe  having  been  equally  active,  during  the  same 
period,  only  a few  miles  distant,10  the  extreme  right 
of  that  line,  at  Kingsbridge,  was,  also,  the  scene  ot 
bustle  and  active  preparation  for  a movement — Orders 
had  been  issued  for  the  movement  of  the  Division 
commanded  by  Major-general  Heath,  then  occupying 
the  grounds  around  Kingsbridge  and,  thence,  north- 
ward, to  Yalentine’s-hill,  to  the  extreme  left  of  the 
proposed  line,  in  the  new  position,  to  the  northward 
and  eastward  of  the  White  Plains,  which  had  been 
selected  for  the  immediate  occupation  of  the  Army.11 
That  movement,  as  we  have  said,1-  had  evidently  been 
determined  on,  at  least  its  early  as  during  the  ['reced- 
ing night,  after  the  return  of  Colonel  Putnam,  and  was 
not  consequent  on  either  the  movement  of  the  Royal 
Army,  during  the  same  morning,  or  the  observations 
of  General  Washington,  on  his  tour  of  inspection  ; 
but  there  was,  evidently,  some  cause  for  the  eight 
hours  of  delay,  beyond  the  hour  appointed  for  the 
movement  of  the  Division  ;13  and  the  extreme  scarcity 
of  Teams,  for  any  purpose,  as  we  have  already  stated,11 
which  was  producing  great  anxiety  and  trouble, 
throughout  the  entire  Army,  may  have  caused  the 
delay. 

The  Division  commanded  by  Major-general  Heath, 
as  we  have  said,  (except  General  George  Clinton, 
with  the  Regiments  commanded,  respectively,  by 
Colonels  Nicolls,  Pawling,  Graham,  and  Swartwout.) 
was  ordered  to  move,  left  in  front,  al  eight  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  if  possible : the  advance-guard  was  to 
consist  of  one  hundred  men,  taken  from  General 
Scott’s  Brigade;  aud  was  to  be  followed  by  the  heavy- 
artillery,  of  which  two  heavy  iron  twelve-pounders 
were  to  be  moved  with  that  Division : the  column 
wa-  to  follow,  in  platoons  or  by  tile,  the  six  and  three- 
pound  guns  to  be  moved  between  tire  first  and  second 
and  between  the  third  and  fourth  Regiments  of  each 
Brigade:  each  Regiment  was  ordered  to  throw  out  a 
flank-guard:  and  General  Parsons  was  ordered  t" 

* General  Washington  to  Colonel  DL  Iniosh,  “White-Plain*,  October  £1, 
“1776.” 

io  Two  miles  from  New  Rochelle,  say  nine  miles  from  the  White  Plains. 

u JJi vision  Coders,  “King's  Bridge,  October  21,  1776. “ 

12  YiJn  jingo  240,  ante. 

13 Th**  division  was  ordered  to  march  from  the  loft,  near  Valentine1*, 
“if  |K»ssiblo,  at  eiirht  o'clock,  this  morning,1"  (InriGon  Orders,  “King's 
“ Bridge.  October  21,  1776  it  was  not  until  “about  4 o'clock,  P.M. 
“our  General's  Division  moved  from  above  Kingsbrulee,”  (.Memoir*  of 
General  Heath , 74). 

1*  Vi.le  j'ti.ue  2*.'l>,  ante. 
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iitriii.-h  a ri-.ir-giuiril  dI  fifty  men.  I!  n h <»l  f ! i • - f ir i tr- 
!■  ••  ut  t!u-  I > i \ i ~ I • : i v to  c v.  . .1 

I ' xjIs*,  which  wa-  onkwfil  to  he*  lie  a with  tin-  in  a \ 
artillery.  A iimnhcr  ol  the  Sjh  ar~  win  h v.  .t**  at 
i ■ i >r£  InJepenJciiee  wa*  to  be  h>ii<k-<!  on  . act:  waj-on. 
with  the  Tools;  and  Colonel  Thomas  and  Colonel 
I irake  were  respectively  ordered  to  send  to  each  of 
tin  Regiments  of  the  Division,  a fluide,  who  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  road  to  the  White  i’laius 
and  with  the  vicinity  of  that  place.  It  was  ordered, 
in  case  the  Division  should  be  attacked,  while  on  its 
march,  that  the  line  should  be  instantly  formed;  with 
the  reserves  at  one  hundred  paces  distant,  in  the 
rear;  with  the  light  artillery  as  it  was  posted  on  the 
march ; and  with  the  heavy  artillery  posted  on  the 
nearest  commanding  height  and  covered  by  the  Regi- 
ment commanded  by  Colonel  lV-scott.  General 
George  Clinton,  with  all  the  Regiments  of  his  com- 
mand, except  the  Westchester-count  v Regiment  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Thomas,  was  ordered  to  remain 
where  he  was  then  posted,  until  the  afternoon,  and  to 
forward  all  the  Stores,  Provisions,  etc.,  which  would 
not  be  required  for  the  use  of  the  detachment  which 
was  to  be  left  in  the  barracks, in  Fore.  It  dependence; 
alter  which  he  was  to  move  his  Brigade,  on  the  Alba- 
ny road,  as  far  as  Dobbs’s  Ferry,  where  he  would  re- 
ceive his  Baggage,  etc,,  from  the  boats  on  which  they 
had  been  forwarded;  and  to  join  the  Division, 
at  the  White  Plains,  without  delay.  A de- 
tachment of  six  hundred  men,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Lasher,  was  ordered  to  remain, 
near  Kingsbridge,  until  further  orders — two  hundred 
and  fifty  of  the  number  were  to  occupy  the  barracks 
of  Colonel  Thomas’s  Regiment;  fifty  were  to  be  posted 
in  Colonel  Swart  wont’s  regimental  barracks  ; fifty  were 
to  be  posted  in  General  Scott’s  Brigade  barracks  ; fifty 
were  to  occupy  the  regimental  barracks  of  Colonel 
j Prescott ; fifty  were  to  occupy  the  barracks  of  Colonel 
Raw ding's  Regiment ; fifty  were  to  be  posted  in  the 
barracks  of  Colonel  Ni coil’s  Regiment;  and  the  re- 
maining fifty  were  to  he  posted  in  the  barracks  of 
Colonel  Graham’s  Regiment — and  it  was  also  ordered 
to  mount  the  proper  guards  and  jackets  ; and  to  es- 
tablish alarm-posts,  in  tin-  different  works.  The 
guards  then  posted  at  Morrisania  .were  to  h - called  in, 
during  the  evening  of  that  day,  and  to  follow  the  Di- 
visioti,  on  tin  following  morning:  and  a small  guard, 
evidently  to  be  supplied  from  the  detachment  at  Fort 
Independence,  was  to  be  continually  posted  on  the 
high  grounds,  toward  Morrisania,  for  the  security  of 
the  detachment.1  All  these  specific  Orders,  which 
were  evident!'  issued  much  earlier  than  eight  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  were  unquestionably  obeyed,  ns  far 
as  they  could  be  obeyed,  with  entire  precision  and 
promptitude;  but,  nevertheless,  it  was  not  until  about 
four  o’clock,  in  the  afternoon  of  that  October  day, 
that  the  Division  was  enabled  to  move;  not  until 


eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  that  it  passed  I lead- 

. r t < ;s,  mi  Valent inc’s-hill ; and,  after  a tedious  and 
w.  arisome  night-march,  not  until  four  o’clock,  on  the 
tol lowing  morning — t ha  tot’  Tuesday,  the  twenty-second 
of 'October — that  it  reached  Chatterton's-hill,  the  last 
of  the  line  of  entrenched  works,  near  the  village  of 
the  White  Plains.  During  the  same  day,  General 
Heath  moved  the  Division  to  the  high  ground,  to  the 
northward  of  the  little  village;  and.  there,  it  evi- 
dently rested  from  the  fatigue  which  was  consequent 
on  the  laborious  movements  of  the  preceding  thirty- 
six  hours.5 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  reader,  that  the  Division 
which  was  thus  pushed  forward,  to  the  White  Plains, 
was  in  light  marching  order,  evidently  taking  with  it 
no  more  than  the  personal  Baggage  of  the  < MKcers  and 
iiii-ti ; that  it  was  pushed  forward,  with  all  possible  ex- 
pedition, if  it  may  not  properly  be  said  to  have  been 
by  a forced  march;  and  that  it  was  not  halted  on  its 
line  of  march,  until  it  had  reached  Chatterton’s-liill. 
It  had  moved  along  the  roadway  loading  to  the  White 
> Plains,  behind  and  under  cover  of  the  line  of  en- 
\ trenched  camps,  stretched  along  the  high  grounds, 
westward  from  the  Bronx-river,  from  Valentine ’s-hill, 
on  the  South,  to  the  White  Plains,  on  the  North, 
which  had,  already,  been  thrown  up  and  occupied,3  and 
it  reached  the  Plains  and  rested  on  the  high  grounds, 
at  that  place  ; and  it  was  subsequently  moved  into  the 

2 Alemoirs  of  General  Heath,  73-75. 

•■'*  Sail 'bier's  Plan  of  the  Operations  of  the  King's  .Inna;  Plan  of  the 
Conr.lvy  front  Frog's  Point,  to  Crohn  Pin.-;  I)awsoU*5  31 /lit try  R> treat* 
{/trough  1 l cdchcster-cmmUj , in  1770,35-37  ; etc. 

We  are  not  insensible  of  i lie  fact  that,  in  this  instance,  the  greater 
number  of  those  who  have  preceded  us,  in  writing  of  rliat  military  re- 
treat of  the  Americans,  have  maintained  that  those  defensive  works  were 
thrown  up  by  rho  retreating  Army,  on  its  march  to  f he  White  Plains, 
instead  of  by  detachments  moved  forward,  for  that  specific  purpose,  lv- 
fore  the  retreat  of  tic*  main  body,  from  Ki;ig>brMv,  bad  been  fully  de- 
termined on.  Among’  those  from  whom  we  have  thus  dissented,  are  the 
despatch  of  General  Ilowe  to  Lord  George  Germaine,  ‘4  Xkw-Yoisk, 
“30  November,  177t> ; ” Annual  Register  for  1776:  History  of  Europe,  *177  : 
History  of  the  War  in  Anmricn,  Lublin : 177‘.i,  i.,  1.4;  Hall’s]  History  of 
th  • Oil'll  HVo*  iii  Ainericttf  i.,  207  ; Gordon  .*>  II  lory  • f the  Antt-riean  lie vo~ 
luthm,  ii.,  .‘J39  ; Stcdiiuin’.**  J Hilary  of  the  Anterieau  R7//\  i,  212:  Mar* 
stiall's Lif  of  George  Hu  bin  f ten,  ii.,  500 ; Andrews's 
| ii.,  244;  Murray's  Impartial  History  of  the  H'.n*  i,i  America,  ii.,  177  ; 
R - ' 1 my  - Atilt  A’  . 1 . ’ 1 .\  i 

. . . ",  Lif  1 i,  1 

1 I * i - r <!  < r . ; W ’* ' • ' 3 , **k>-7  ; H • i! :l  : t;  of 

f}if  Iiepnldi  •,  i.,  130;  Pictorial  i i- 1 l-hook  ot  ti>  ■ l«.  Rrcoln- 

t">n,  ii.,  >21  ; Carrin^tun'o  J>:‘(ljsoj  the  .hneriean  It'.roiution,  230,  etc.; 
but  we  hi*'  preferred  tin  testimony  of  Di  iek  ’•  for  the  move- 
ment of  the  troops,  the  narrative  of  th*;  movement  which  was  written 
by  the  Major-general  commanding  the  Division,  th*  oh:  ia!  Maps  of  the 
movement  drawn  by  both  the  American  and  the  l:*yul  Engineers,  and 
our  own  well-settled  conviction  of  the  improbability  that  the  main  Army 
had  been  employed  in  tin  wing  up  entrenchments  or  that  its  laborious 
retreat  to  t!ie  Plains  was  nia  le  more  laborious  by  continuous  halts  for 
j the  purpose  of  throwing  up  earthworks,  for  any  purpose.  \\  lieu  the 
| retreat  was  originally  determined  on,  the  necessity  t • • r h prompt  and 
j immediate  occupation  of  the  new-selected  position  was  too  evident  to 
i admit  of  any  such  halts,  for  any  such  purposes  ; and,  in  the  great 
j scarcity  of  Teams  for  the  removal  i*f  the  Stores  and  Baggage  ami  Artil* 

| leiy,  which  it  pared  the  men  t ••  take  the  places  of  beasts  of  bunlen, 
J in  dragging  and  carrying  what  needed  to  be  transport** I,  the  main 
I body  of  the  Army  needed  no  additional  labor,  nor  is  it  in  the  slightest 
j degree  probable  That  any  sn-  h additi*md  labor  wa-  r*  ally  imposed  on  it. 


1 Uirision  Orders,  “Kin  :’.-  Kripgk.  October  21,  1776. ! 


' 
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pOMtiou  which  h:i  i -;n  ''pointed  lor  it,  on  the  cx- 
ti'efin.'  lull  ul  tii'.  'o . iiiie  oi  the  Armv,  its  left 

resting  on  a "deep  In  '..  w,  through  which  ran  a small 
“ brook,1 2  which cauie  :'r  iu  a iniil-pond,-  a little  above.”3 * 
On  the  eastern,  or  "to  i~;:e  side,  of  that  “deep  hol- 
“ low,”  “there  was  a very  commanding  ground,”  from 
which  the  Division  c.  u:  i have  beeu  enfiladed;*  and 
the  ground  occupied  by  the  Division,  descended, 
gradually,  lrom  the  extreme  left  to  the  right  of  the 
line.5 * 

On  the  high  ground.  „n  the  opposite  side  of  the 
“deep  hollow,"  General  Heath  posted  the  Regiment 
of  New  York  troops  .tnded  by  Colonel  William 

Malcolm,  and  Lieuteuan:  Renuo  of  the  Artillery,  the 
latter  with  a field-piece,  with  instructions  to  occupy  a 
position  in  the  skirt  of  the  wood  which  covered  the 
upper  portion  of  the  high  ground,  “at  the  South  brow 
“ of  the  hill and  there,  that  covering  party  remained, 
until  the  American  Army  retreated  into  the  high 
grounds  of  Northeas:!e.s 

While  the  Division  commanded  by  General  Heath 
was  thus  hurrying,  by  a forced  march,  towards  the 
White  Rlains,  during  the  night  of  the  twenty-first  of 
October,  another  portion  of  the  American  Army  was 
engaged  in  a brilliant  dash  on  the  enemy’s  outpost, 
at  Mamaroneck. 

It  will  be  remembered  that,  on  the  twenty-first 
of  October,  when  the  Right  and  Center  of  the  main 
body  of  the  Royal  Army  were  moved  forward  to 
a position  between  New  Rochelle  and  the  White 
Plains,  the  Queen’s  Rangers,  a select  body  of  Loy- 
alists, commanded  by  the  celebrated  partisan,  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Robert  Rogers,7 *  were  pushed  forward 


1 Then  and  now  known  as  the  Maniaroueck-river. 

2 Then  known  as  “ Horton's- p^nd : *'  now  known  as  “St.  Mary’s 
“ Lake.’’ 

3 Thc-^ntire  property  induded  in  ibis  portion  of  our  narrative,  is 
now  owned  by  Charles  I'euteraann,  H-q. 

* Now  forming  a portion  of  what  is  known  as  “ The  Underhill 
**  Farm.” 

5 Tins  description  of  the  ground  occupied  by  the  Division  commanded 
by  General  Heath,  has  been  taken,  largely  ir  his  own  words,  from  his 
jif cirwirv , evidently  written  by  himself,  page  7’.  F t our  statements 
concerning  the  present  names  and  owners  - f the  several  properties  re- 
ferred to,  wo  are  indebted  t • the  1.  m.  J.  • ».  Lykmun,  Judge  of  the 
Supremo  Court  of  the  .:  New  V-.-rk,  and  a reside  lit  of  the  White 

Plains. 

€ }[emoiv*  oj  Gen*.  • l H 75. 

'The  Queen's  I'am.-rs,  subsequently  so  widely  known,  had  b--n 
rai-«  d in  Connecti  t and  nitj  f N ■ ' rk,  for  tbe  dul i - 

their  name  implied;  and,  -at  the  ti'ne  of  which  we  write,  they  were  com- 
manded b>  Lieutenant-  ' 1.  bert  K _ rs,  who  had  so  much  distin- 
guished himself  as  a partisan,  on  the  frontiers,  during  the  War  with 
France.  They  wore  “all  Americans,  and  all  Loyalist.'*.” — (Simcoe'e 
Journal  " f the  of  to e pt  - u * F'.iger?.  lJQ) 

Then?  hangers  were  said,  by  the  biographer  of  their  distinguished  Com- 
mandant, of  a Liter  p*  riod,  to  have  beta  “ disciplined,  not  for  parade,  but 

“ for  active  service.  They  »cP‘  never  to  march  in  » titue  ; were  directed 
“to  tire  with  precision  and  steadiness : to  wield  the  1>*< v»“»nei  with  force 

“and  effect;  to  disi**rse  and  rally  with  rapidity.  In  «du»rt,  in  the  in* 
“ strnctions  for  the  management  v>f  the  Corps,  its  commander  weuw  to 
“have  anticipated  the  mere  m-dern  tacti.s  of  the  French  Army.”— 

[Memoir  of  Lu  uli  it mt  colonel  Sitncue, — SitliCOe’s  Journal  of  the  Operation* 
of  the  Quern'*  Ilarig*r*,  viii.J 


to  Mamarnneck,  which  they  lmd  occupied  curlv  • 
the  morning  of  that  day.” 

It  will  be  remembered,  also,  that  while  Gciic-.u 
Washington  was  at  the  White  Plains,  on  the  twentv. 
first  of  October,  he  had  received  information  of  that 
occupation  of  Mamaroneck ; and  that  he  had  dvter- 
iued  to  make  an  attack  on  the  Queen’s  Rangers  wlb 
were  posted  there.9  In  accordance  with  that  deter- 
mination and  with  Orders  which  were  undoubtedly  is- 
sued by  General  Washington,1" General  Lord  Stirling, 
who  had  reached  the  White  Plains,  with  his  com- 
mand, during  the  morning  of  that  day,  detached 
Major  Green,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  from 
the  First  and  Third  Virginia  Regiments,  and  Colonel 
John  Haslet,  with  six  hundred  men  from  his  own — 
the  Delaware — and  other  Regiments,  with  orders  to 
fall  on  the  Rangers,  during  the  coming  night.  The 
; movement  was  made  with  good  judgment  and  ability; 

| the  Rangers  were  entirely  surprised,  through  tbe 
carelessness  of  their  sentries ; and,  as  was  stated  by  an 
Officer  in  the  Royal  Army,11  they  were  “ very  roughly 
, “ handled.”  Iu  consequence  of  the  bad  conduct  of  the 
I guides  whom  Colonel  Haslet  had  employed,12  how- 
ever, the  success  was  not  as  complete  as  it  probably 
would  have  been,  had  the  guides  done  tbeir  duty 
j properly.  As  it  was,  Colonel  Haslet  and  his  gallant 
command  handled  the  Rangers  “very  roughly,”  kill- 
ing and  wounding  a considerable  number  ; 13  carrying 
, back,  to  the  White  Plains,  thirty-six  prisoners,11  and 


* General  Washington  to  Colonel  Lachlan  McIntosh,  of  Georgia,  “ Wicitk- 
“ Plains,  October  21,  17715;**  the  same  to  Major  Zabdiel  Ilogers, 
“ V.  niTE-Pi.AiNS,  October  *21,  1770  ; '*  Extract  of  a letter  from  a General 
Officer,  dated  “ Moust  Washington,  October  2.“,  177G;”  General  More 
to  Lord  George  Germaine,  “New-York,  30  November,  1776  [Hull's] 
History  of  the  Civil  U ar  in  America , i.,  *205  ; Stedman’s  History  of  the 
American  War , i.,  21-  ; Gordon's  History  of  the  Anorican  Revolution,  ii., 
339;  Sauthier’s  Plan  vf  tl<>  Operations  of  the  King's  Army  ; Plan  of  the 
Country  from  Fri  g's  Point  to  Croton  Hirer  ; etc. 

Cj  Vide  page  200,  auto. 

10  In  Lieutenant-colonel  Tilghman’s  letter  to  his  fattier,  dated  “ Val- 
“ F.NTiNK'b-fliLL  4 miles  from  Kingsbiudgk  22  October  1 776,”  it  is  ex- 
pressly stated  that  “ the  General  "—by  which  term  he  referred  to  Gen- 
eral Washington,  whose  Aide-de-Camp  ho  wu&  and  with  whom  lie  had 
beeu,  while  the  Ct/innutuder-in-Chief  wusat  the  White  Plains — “detach-  <i 
“Major  Green  * * * to  fall  upon  Rogers  in  the  Night,  which  they 
did,”  etc. 

D [Hall's]  History  of  the  (Jiril  lFur  in  .-1  nu  ica,  i.,  205. 
la  Lieutenant-col. >nel  Tilgliiuan,  in  the  lot?  r to  his  father,  to  which  we 
have  already  referred,  stated  that  “hail  not  the  Guides  posted  Haslet 
“wrong  the  whole  party  consisting  of  -KKJ  must  have  Fallen  into  our 
“Hamid;”  mid  Colonel  Haslet,  in  his  Letter  to  General  Ua**ar  Koduey, 
dated  “ October  177(1,*’  said,  “ had  not  our  guides  deserted  u.>  on  tlie 
“first  outset  he  and  his  whole  puny -must  have  boon  taken.’* 

See,  also,  General  'll  ton,  l 
ball,  “Campon  Valentine's- Hill,  October  22,  1776.” 

^ln  Lieutenant-colonel  Tilghman's  letter  to  his  father,  already  in-  i - 
tioned,  it  is  said  “they  counted  25  killed  in  one  Orchard,  how  many  got 
“off  wo  untied  we  dunt  know  ;”  and  in  Colonel  Haslet's  letter  to  General 
Rodney,  already  referred  to.  it  was  said,  “his  Lieutenant  aud  a number 
“of  others  were  left  deu.l  on  the  spot.” 

14  Lientenaul’colont  TUghman  to  hi*  father,  “ Valentin e’s-ITi lx  4 milks 
“from  KixosimiiH'.E,  22  October,  1770;”  Colonel  HaJett  to  General  Rod- 
ney, **  White-Plains,  October  *gs,  1776.;*'  etc. 


i A list  of  thirty-one  of  those  prisoners  may  be  seen  in  Force's  .(.»»  me  n 
Archiver,  V.,  ii.,  l j»3;  but  the  evident  -laugh tt-r  of  the  names  h.ts  e. .«•!*• 
tl  it  1 ■ • 


I 


■ 
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including,  among  the  trophies  of  their  bravery,  “ a ' 
“ pair  of  < dors,  sixty  stand  of  Arms.  and  a variety  of 
plunder,”  1 among  the  latter  of  which  were  “a  {rood 
‘‘many  Blankets.”2  Oil  the  side  of  the  Americans, 
“three  or  four  were  left,  dead.  and.  about  fifteen  were 
“wounded,  among  the  latter,  Major  * Ireen,  of  the 
“Second  Virginia  Regiment,  wounded  in  the  shoul- 
"der,  and  Captain  Pope,  who  acted  as  Major,  and 
“behaved  with  great  bravery,  wounded  in  the  leg.”  2 * ; 
General  Lord  Stirling  is  said  to  have  been  “so  highly  j 
“ pleased  with  the  success  of  the  expedition,  that  he  ! 
“thanked  Colonel  Haslet  and  his  command,  pub-  j 
“ liely,  on  the  parade.”  * j 


On  the  twen tv-second  of  October,  General  Howe 
strengthened  his  outpost,  at  Mannironeck,  which  Col- 
onel Haslet  had  so  rudely  assaulted,  during  the  pre- 
ceding night,  by  moving  the  Sixth  Brigade  of  Brit- 
ish  troops,  commanded  by  Brigadier-general  Agnew, 


to  that  place  ; 5 6 * * * * li and,  on  the 


dav,  Lieutenant- 


families  of  whom  they  were  probably  me 
to  have  been  of  Westchester-cuuntv  ori^ 
a*  far  as  Wc  have  boeu  able  to  correct  it 


inhere.  As  ntany  of  them  appear 
;in,  we  uppciul  the  list,  corrected 


* Joseph  I»*an, 

♦Jonathan  Austin, 

♦Stephen  Law', 

Francis  Bosley, 

♦Elijah  Carle, 

. James  ^harp, 

♦John  Angevinc, 

Solomon  Parent, 

* Joseph  Carle, 

Jonathau  Eddy, 

Walter  Brown, 

♦Stephen  Travis, 

Gilbert  Myers, 

♦James  C'annaily,f 

* Frederic  Devoe, 

♦Moses  Travis, 

David  Lawrence, 

Abraham  Brown, 

♦James  Angcvine, 

♦Eln-athan  Appleby, 

John  Charlick, 

Jedediali  Davis, 

Jbremluh  '\’uud, 

Jacob  Cadwell  Burr, 

Reuben  Stivers, 

James  Melsou,  [* Nelson  ?] 

*David  Travis, 

Noah  Brown, 

John  Worden, 
♦Elijah  Bartow, 

William  Washburn. 

1 Colonel  HasUt  m General  Rodney,  “ White-Plains,  October  2£,  177G.” 

2 Lieutenant-colonel  Tilghman  to  hia  father,  “ Valentin  e’s-IIill,  4 milks 
“from  Kin'.'BIUHgk,  22  October,  1776.” 

3 O l Duel  //  is  lei  to  G<  neml  limit  tty,  White-Plains  October  2 S,  1770.” 

4 Those -who  shall  desire  to  b arn  more  of  this  affair  are  referred  to 

General  Washington's  letter  to  Governor  Trumbull,  “Camp  on  YaLRX- 
“ tink's-H  i i.L,  October  22,  1 7 7* > ; ” t!o  same,  to  the  Continental  Qtugre&s, 
“ IIkad-oi  aktkus,  Wh jTK-Pi.A ins,  25  October,  1 776  ’ Extract  of  a 

Utter  from  Ea-t  Zee,  dated  “ October  22,”  in  The  Philadelphia  Evening 
Tost,  Vol.  if.,  No.  27 U,  “ Piitr.AOEM'iiiA,  Saturday,  October  20,  1770;” 
Extract  of  a Ittbr  from  a General  Oriirer,  dateil  “ 3f<»i  xr  Washington* 
**  October  23,  1770,”  iu  Th-  l‘>nu*ylrania  Jonnnd,  No.  1700,  *'  Fiiu  am:i~ 
11  PttiA,  Wednesday,  Oct  bet  20,  1770,”  atul  in  Force’s  A u icon  Archives, 
V,,  ii.j  1202;  Abram  Cl  '.  '::  to  Colonel  Payton,  “ Li  r/ABivniTOW  N,  October 
“20,  1770  ; ' Extract  fn>m  a left*r  j-nblLsh»'d  by  tin  ( ri-Guental  Congress,  iu 
The  I'eunsylranui  Journal , No.  1770,  “ IOhi.aig.i  i irr.v,  Wednesday. 
“ Noveml  r 6, 1776  Gei  rtd  1 / t ! rd  ( o t • nnine,  “ N \v- 

“ VouK,  N-o  t iitber,  1770  [IlaU’sj  History  tf  the  1 <’■  il  War  in  Atnciica, 

i . , 2‘  )5 ; Gordon’s  11  _ 1 icon  1 • ) * 

t <•  nem  ’ 1 1 i‘u,  f,  7 • ; etc. 

I '•'.»! ton,  in  his  Hi.  of  ] A }r-*h  r--  -" (■•’.•)' g'mal  edition,  i.,  21 1 ; 
M'c  mi  ! ♦•dition,  i , -I'.'.',  [ ;'Tfi..ed  to  Gviieral  H "aih'n  m ntion  of  ibis  affair 
(e.\v“pt  the  date,  whi  !i  the  latter  1.1  v~  <r Terri \ *tat“  1,)  the  singular  in- 
fonti.itioii  that  it'  of*.  Hired  on  “the  clay  i*re\i"<i«  to  tiie  battle  ur  \N  hit*. 
“ Plains,”  [October  27.  J and  that  tht  command  of  the  Americans  wjuj  held 
by  Colonel  Smallwood,  »>f  the  Marylarid  Line. of  tin;  Continental  Army. 

Bancroft,  iu  bis  lli<t"/ytf  the.  En-tml  i>tat*s,  (urie inal  edition,  ix.,  17S  ; 
centenary  edition,  v.  412,1  regarded  the  Ranges  us  only  “a  picket  ol' 
“Rogers’s  Reginn-ni  ot  Rangers,”  notwithstanding  General  liowe  bad 
de.scribeii.it,  definitely,  as  a detachment  of  the  entire  “ Corps  of  llan- 
“gers,”  not  a portion  of  it,  only,  which  had  been  sent  forward, 
“ to  take  possession  of  Mamaroneck  ; and  no  one,  of  either  Army,  con- 

* Those  who  are  thus  designated  (*)  were,  probably,  of  Wostchestcr- 
eyunty  families. 

t James  Caun  idy  was  one  of  the  Bedford  Company  who  had  served 
throughout  the  Campaign  of  1.775,  under  Colonel  James  Holmes,  (vide 
pay*  led,  ante.) 


sreneral  Knyphausen,  with  the  Second  Division  of  the 
Hessians  and  the  Regiment  of  Wuldeckers,  number- 
ing eight  thousand  men,  who  had  arrived  at  New 
York,  on  the  eighteenth,'"’ landed  on  Myers-point,  now 
known  as  Davenport’s-neck,  near  New  Rochelle/  to 
which  place  they  had  been  taken,  from  the  City  of 
New  York,  on  the  flatboats  of  the  Army.* 

As  all  intercourse  between  the  City  of  New  York 
and  the  Army,  which  was  so  exceedingly  important, 
depended  on  the  King’s  troops  and  Navy  being  mas- 
ters of  the  Sound,  armed  vessels  were  stationed,  at 
short  distances  from,  each  other,  from  Hell-gate  to 
New  Rochelle;  and  every  possible  assistance  was  af- 
forded by  Admiral  Lord  Howe,  to  facilitate  the 
movements  of  the  Army  commanded  by  his  brother. 
Indeed,  in  the  words  of  one  of  the  best-informed 
writers  of  the  history  of  those  operations  of  the 
King’s  Navy,  himself  an  Officer  of  the  Army  and 
a personal  witness  of  what  he  described,  “ a vigor 
“and  exertion,  unequalled  in  any  former  expedi- 
“ lion,  prevailed  through  all  classes  in  the  Navy, 
“extinguishing  jealousies,  and  banishing  all  those 
“ideas  of  pre-eminence  and  rank  that  sometimes  sub- 
“sist  between  the  Fleet  and  the  Army;  and  which 


tillered -it  iu*  only  a picket,  or  it  would  not  have  been  mentioned  in  the 

despatches  of  both  the  Generals  commanding  nor  have  found  a place  on 

either  of  the  official  .'laps  of  tho  Campaign. 

6 General  J [owe  to  Lord  George  Germaine,  “ Nf.w-Y<  rk,  November  30, 
“ 177G  ; **  [Hall's]  History  of  the  Civil  War  in  America,  i.,  205  ; Sauthier’a 
Plan  of  the  Operations  of  the  King' s Army  ; A Elan  of  tic*  Country  from 
Fr  >g'$  Point  to  Croton  Hirer  ; etc 

G **  New-Yo.uk,  October  21,  1770.  On  Friday  sixty-five  sail  of  vessels, 
“ under  convoy  of  the  Diamond  and  Ambuscade,  with  tho  second  divis- 
“ion  of  the  Hessians  and  one  thousand  WaldocD-rs,  under  the  command 
“ ofthe  Generals  Knyphausen  and  S'hmidtz,  and  a number  of  recruits  Lr 
“ the  British  troops,  in  all  ala  ut  tight  thousand  effective  men,  arrived 
“ off  Sandy -Hook.  They  sailed  from  Plymouth  Sound,  the  27th  of  July. 
“In  the  fleet  are  several  victuallers  and  vessels  laden  with  dranght- 
“ horses  for  the  train  and  baggag>*  of  the  Army.’’  (Tim  .Vie-  York  Gn- 
z " ’"A.  Weekly  Me  cury,  No.  1304,  Nkw-York,  Monday,  0 lober  _I, 

1770.) 

, ftbso,  Lord  G G l l h • LI.L,  -1 

“ June,  1770.” 

" General  lime*  to  E l George  Germaine,  “New-Yoi;K,  NovemL*er  30, 
“177G;”  [ILiil  sj  History  of  th*. -Civil  War  it.  .Guerira,  i.,  2 06;  Gauthier’s 
Plan  of  the  Op>  rations  of  tin  K s Army  ; Gordon's  Hi-tory  o f the  Amer - 
i<:an  II evolution,  ii.,  ; Phtno-t  the  Country  from  Errfs  Point  to  Croton. 
Liver;  etc. 

Boltou,  in  his  History  •/  Westchester-county,  (original  edition,  i.,  410; 
second  edition,  i . Gn8)  said  General  Knyphau-en  lauded  on  Myers-point, 
or  Davenport’s  neck,  “ ten  days  previous  to  the  l attic  of  White-Plains.” 
(October  IS,]  tht;  day  on  which  he  had  reached  Sandy -ho* *k  ; ami  iuthe 
liivt  of  the  two  editions,  he  cited,  as  liis  authority,  Stedman’s  History  »f 
the  American  H'tir,  In  which  there  is  not  the  slightest  mention  <>t  the  date 
of  the  debarkation  of  the  Division,  beyond  the  fa*  t that  it  was  after  the 
twcuty-first  of  October,  seven  days  before  the  actiou  ori  ChattertonV 

li  i li. 

p Admiral  Lord  Howe  to  Mr.  Stephens,  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty, 
“Eagle,  oi  r Nf.w-YuRK,  November  23,  177»'*.” 


I 


. 


' 


■ 

. 

. 

„ 


2f>  l 


westltiestkr  county. 


“ have  too  often  fatally  contribute!  to  national 
“ dishonor.”  1 

During  the  following  night,  [ 7 ’</<•.«/•» .y,  or  _’j,  j 
the  Division  of  the  American  Army  ■which  was  com- 
manded by  Major-general  Sullivan  reached  the  White 
Plains,*  and,  probably,  occupied  a | >< j-i t i< »n  in  the 
proposed  new  line  of  the  Army,  on  the  rOlit  <>f  that 
already  occupied  by  the  Division  commanded  by 
Major-general  Heath  ; although  we  have  not  found 
any  information,  on  that  subject,  among  the  con- 
temporary authorities.3 

While  General  Sullivan  and  his  command  were 
thus  moving  towards  the  White  Plains,  a raid  was 
made  from  the  Regiment  which  occupied  the  en- 
trenched Camp  at  Mile-Square,  in  which  a Corporal 
and  two  Privates,  with  the  approval  of  the  Colonel, 
“went  out  to  see  what  they  could  pick  up,”  and  suc- 
ceeded in  bringing  in  “a  number  of  lat  Cattle,”  with- 
out pretending,  however,  that  they  had  belonged  to  the 
King’s  Army  ; * and,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  following 
day,  [ Wednesday,  October  23,]  the  same  small  party  ' 
went  out,  again,  but  in  a different  direction — “going 
“directly  to  the  rear  of  the  Hessian  Camp,”  [near 
Hast  Chester, ] “'they  went  into  a house  where  they 
“ washed  for  the  Officers,  and  were  bringing  off  three 
“ tubs  of  Shirts,  when  the  man  of  the  house  informed 
“the  Camp.”  Tlie  marauders  were,  of  course,  com- 
pelled to  retreat;  but,  meeting  some  of  their  com- 
rades,— probably  the  party  referred  to  in  the  following 
paragraph, — they  rallied,  drove  back  their  Hessian 
pursuers,  killed  the  Major  who  commanded  the  latter 
— from  whom  they  took  his  Commission  and  ten 
guineas,  in  money — and  a number  of  others,  and  cap- 
tured three  prisoners,5  evidently  securing  to  them- 
selves, also,  very  great  credit. 

* [Hull *s]  History  of  the  (Jieil  Tl'ctr  in  America,  i.,  200. 

- Memoirs  of  General  Heath , 75. 

5 It  is  one  of  the  singular  portions  of  the  history  of  that  eventful  Cam- 
paign. that  the  onl)  mention  which  we  have  found,  concerning  General 
Sullivan's  sei vices,  as  Major-general  commanding  one  of  the  great 
Vivisions  of  the  American  Army,  in  Wo«tches!or-conuty,  i-  that  merely 
incidental  remark,  by  General  Heath,  to  which  we  have  referred.  There 
Append?,  also,  in  the  manuscript  papers  of  General  Sullivan,  which  we 
have  carefully  examined,  personally,  next  to  nothing  on  the  subject  ; 
than'  is  nothing  in  the  carefully-prepared  aoir  of  him.  by  bis 
faithful  biographer,  If-ti.  Thomas  C.  Amory,  wiii.T.  throw  the  faint- 
est light  on  the  subject;  and  Ml*.  Amory,  wl  .a  it  is  i-  privileg  to 
mini  her  among  our  oldest  and  dearosl  person,  tl  friend.-,  i-  entirely  un- 
able to  atlord  the  slightest,  information. 

In  view  of  the  fart  that  he  was  placed  in  command  cf  a great  Hi- 
vision  of  the  Army,  while  older  and  n#»re  piv  tent  ion-  Major-generals 
vert'  left  in  less  important  positions,  it  cannot  be  pretended  that  that 
silence  was  produced  by  any  want  of  respect  for  either  his  military 
diameter  or  his  military  services. 

* Kslracl  >f  a letter  from  “Camp  at  Milk  S h ari;  in  1'.  s -run ester,” 
dated  * 1 23  October,  177«J,”  published  in  The  Freeman's  Journal  or  ,\>rr- 
l{m»ii*hire  Gazette,  Volume  1.,  Number  25.  Portsmouth,  Tuesday,  No- 
vember 12,  177  b. 

6 Ibid. 

In  Lieutenant  colonel  Tench  Tilghman’s  b tter  to  William  Duer.  dab  (1 

‘ IT k r»- <j r a utk sts,  White-Plains,  October  23,  177»'./‘  the  narrative  was 
ilitferently  told,  giving  t lie  entire  credit  for  the  Insignificant  affair  to 
General  Leo,  as  was  usually  done,  in  such  cases,  and  stating  that  it  oc- 
curred on  the  evening  of  the  twenty-second  ; and  an  Krtr-n  t -f  <i  b '.w 
from  Heud-yuarlern,  published,  otlicially,  by  the  Congress,  “ October  2 \ 


During  the  same  day,  [ Wedinylay,  October  23.1 
Cob. nd  (ill . viT.  roinniainling  tin  l‘  V > ■'  "in 
Hrigadier-gi-m.  ral  Janus  Clinton  w -i-  ' h 
— the  same  who  had  ilii-tiuguBhcil  1 1 . < ■ . ■ Ives  on  th.- 
preceding  Friday — sent  out  a party,  mostly  composed 
oi' men  belonging  to  his  own  Regiment,  to  see  what 
was  to  he  seen  and  do  what  they  could  do.  It  is  said 
that  that  Seouting-partv  met  a body  of  the  enemy 
and  attacked  it,  killing,  as  has  been  already  stated, 
twelve  Hessians — one  of  them  a Field-officer,  on 
horseback — and  taking  three  prisoners,  besides  the 
horse  of  the  Officer  who  was  killed;  with  the  loss  of 
one  man,  of  Colonel  Baldwin’s  Regiment,  who  was 
mortally  wounded.6 

On  the  same  day,  [ 111 hlactday,  October  23,]  the 
Head-quarters  of  the  Army  were  established  “on  the 
“Plain,  near  the  cross-roads,”  at  the  White  Plains.' 

During  the  entire  period  succeeding  the  determina- 
tion to  move  the  main  body  of  the  American  Army 
from  the  Heights  of  Harlem  to  the  White  Plains, 
there  were  the  most  active  preparations  to  secure  a 
successful  retreat,  throughout  every  portion  of  the 
Army.  It  is  said  the  Mortars,  some  of  the  Cannon,  a 
portion  of  General  Washington’s  Baggage,  and  some 
of  the  Sick  had  been  taken  to  the  western  side  of  the 
ITudson-river,  before  that  determination  was  made;5 
on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-second,  the  Sick  who 
had  not  been  sent  over  the  Hudson-river,  were  sent 


i “ 177G,”  and  copied  into  The  Pennsylvania  Journal , No.  1770,  PuiLA- 
I DELPHI  a,  Wednesday,  November  fi,  1770,  stated  that  the  affair  oc- 
| currcd  ori  Wednesday,  the  twenty-third  of  October,  as  stared  in  the  text  ; 

| thfit  the  supporting  i arty  belonged  io  Colonel  Hand's  Regiment  of  Hide* 

: n»en,  instead  of  to  Colonel  Glover’s  Regiment;  that  the  Americans 
buried  ten  of  the  Hessians,  on  the  field  ; and  that  the  only  loss  sustained 
by  the  Americans  was  “one  lad  wounded,  supposed  mortally. ” .1  letter 

from  a Gentleman  in  On.  Army,  dated  “Camp  near  the  Mills,  about 
“three  milks  North  of  thf.  Wiiitf.  Plains,  November  1, 177b, ’’  pub- 
lished in  Force’s  American  Archive*,  V.,  ii i. , -173,  stated  that  “our  people 
“buried  thirteen  Hessians  left  dead  on  tlie  field  that  “ one  wounded 
“Lieutenant  was  taken;"  that,  “although  we  had  not  one  man  killed 
“on  the  ground,”  we  had  “six  or  eight  wounded,  but  one,  it  is  thought, 
“mortally;”  and  that  the  Major’s  Commission  was  found  on  the 
ground  ; “but  whether  it  belonged  to  any  of  the  slain  or  to  some  Officer 
“who  might  be  wounded  and  carried  off,  they  could  not  d*  termite.” 

G Colonel  Glover’s  letter,  dated  “ Mn  e-Soiakk,  October  22,*  1776,” 
published  in  The  2-Y?» man's  Journal  ind  „Yr  w-]  lamps  hire.  Gazette,  Vol. 
I..  No.  27,  Portsmouth,  Tuesday,  November  20,  1770. 

tjp  - !'  H of  G . H , , iv.,152,1 

d\Gnroir  of  Gene'  -d  Jtralh,  75. 

Compare,  -a iso,  LivU.na.  t-eulo„>_l  lihjhman  tv  the  Xeic  York  Convention , 
j “ Head-quarters,  Yai  .; mine's- Hill,  October  22,  177f>,”  with  the  tame 
1 to  William  /)»»*•/%  “ lit1.  m»*'  i a KTf.i>,  White-Plains,  October  23,  1770.  " 

S Extract  of  a teller  from  Fort  I.ev,  dated  “October  20,  177<V’  published 
D ] Pi  nalt  No.  1760,  PlUL.vi  [a,  \\  l ■ - : ij . 

tober  30,  1770. 

See.  also,  Ge  '.nd  Washington  to  General  Greene,  “Wiute-Pi.wns 
“ November  7 1770;”  •.  - Wmtl  nylon  to  General  I ”,  “Peekskill, 
“November  12,  177b ; " etc. 


* Tlie  structure  of  this  letter  clearly  indicates  that  if  was  written  Vy 
instalments — that  it  was  commenced  on  the  twenty-second,  and  received 
additions  on  the  next  day,  «>n  the  succeeding  Sunday,  and  after  th*  en- 
gagement on  Chain  ro  ll's  hill,  which  occurred  on  the  follow  ing  Mon- 
day. 

I This  i-i  stated  in  explanation  of  th  • seeming  discrepancy  in  tho  date 
* of  tli**  letter  and  that  of  the  affair  whi  h i*  under  m rice. 
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t.)  1 1.) •>  Whit'*  I’l  iiiis,  r* -iic  1 1 j n-_r  that  pl.-ioe  on  the  f"l- 
a i 1 1 iimn-im.- : 1 :intl  tin-  <.’oiu m:i m • Jc-r- i n-t-li i e f " was 
.'fitiKwt  cue  wliult*  time  on  liorsebaek, ” ‘ his  Corre- 
■<|>omK-nce3  ami  even  the  Orderly-books  of  the  Army* 
clearly  indicated  that  his  personal  supervision  of  the 
entire  movement  and  of  all  which  pertained  to  it  was 
unstinti-ngh;  given. 

It  is  not  now  known  when  General  Leo  and  his 
Division  commenced  its  laborious  march,  towards  the 
White  Plains;6  but  it  “ was  attended  with  much  dif- 
“ ticulty,  for  want  of  Wagons  and  Artillery-horses. 
‘•The  Luggage  and  Artillery,”  it  was  said,6  “were 
“carried  or  drawn  off  by  hand.  When  n part  was 
forwarded,  the  other  was  fetched  on.  This  was  the 
“general  way  of  removing  the  Camp-equipage  and 
“other  appendages  of  the  Army.  The  few  Teams 
“ which  were  at  hand,  were  no  wise  equal  to  the  ser- 
“viee;  and  their  deficiency  could  be  made  up  only 
“ by  the  bodily  labor  of  the  men.”  Sometimes,  the 
toiling  column  was  in  open  view  of  the  enemy,  and 
at  no  considerable  distance  from  him;  and  it  is  not 
explained  why  he  did  not  disturb  it,  which  he  did 
not,  although  he  could  have  easily  done  so,  and  have 
captured  the  greater  number  of  the  Cannon,  Wag- 
ons, Horses,  etc.,  which  the  American  Army  pos- 
sessed. Surely  the  little  tree-fringed  Bronx  did  not 
•oiler  any  serious  obstruction  : surely  the  entrenched 
Camps  behind  which  the  heavily  laden  column  was 
slowly  marching,  and  which  were  abandoned  when 
the  column  reached  them,  those  who  had  occupied 
them  falling  in  and  increasing  the  strength  of  the 
moving  force,  did  not  intimidate  him  : rather  let  it 
be  supposed  that  General  HowCs  well-settled,  well- 
supported  policy  of  exposing  hi?  men,  in  assaults  on 
entrenchments,  only  when  the  objects  to  be  attained 
by  such  assaults  were  adequate  to  the  loss  of  men,  in 
such  assaults — “ not  wantonly  ti>  commit  His  Alajes- 
“ ty’s  troops,  where  the  object  was  inadequate,”  was 
his  own  description  of  it— controlled  him,  as  it  had 
done  in  Brooklyn,  while  the  King's  Army  was  on 
Long  Island.  It  appears,  however,  that  General  Lee 

1 How's  Die  mg,  October  22  ami  23,  1770. 

-Sparks' a Writing*  of  Guo  rye  Wa-Jiingt- iv.,  524. 

3'Tlic  twenty-second  of  Or  tuber  a*Y-.*pI— i f!*-*  only  loiter  in  his  pub- 
lish- 1 Corrcsponde?* -•  ■•,  tvfwvrn  the  f'P- • • th  i.f-Ocf. .).,  !•  ami  the 
01  No  vend*. -*r  : and  D wi or  Sparks,  wb  - e.uni  w.r-i  his  Writ:,;.. ; through 
the  "Pres*1.  stated,  in  explanation,  “the  unsettled  ?tate  of  the  Arm}*, 
“for  several  day,  succeeding  the  date  of  this  letter,"  [that  •/  ' im  sixth 
of  Xnembtr,)  “allowed  very  little  b.-ismv  to  the  Commander-in-chief 
“ f- »r  writing.’’ — (Writings  of  George  Washington,  iv.,  157,  note,  i 

* lu  the  publish--  1 t./rderly-bonks of  th*  Anny,‘ther<*  does  not  appear  a 
single  entry,  n*>t  even  ■ -f  a Parole  and  Countr-rsigu,  l>  t\\c-n  the  eight- 
eenth and  twenty- fifth  of  October. 

* It  must  have  U.*en  as  early  as  the  twenty  second,  since  the  column 

had  reached  Ward’s  Bridge,  now  Tuckah. •*.  early  on  the  mot  , n.;  of 
the  twenty-fourth,  (.1  fcmoir*  of  General  Heath,  76  ;)  it  was  "till  on  its 
inarch,  on  the  tw- nty-fifth,  < Coloicl  11.  Ha.-ri^on  to  the  Continent  d 
Congress,  “ IImik"  . aRTEKS,  White-Plains  25  'Prober,  1770;”)  and  did 
not  join  Hie  main  body  of  the  Army,  at  th*  White  Plains,  until  the 
t weiity—ixth,  >f  General  H-’itJi,  7-"»  :)  j-os-ibly,  not  until  the 

twenty-eighth.  (tFwr-il  Glurers  letter,  dated  “ Ml  r.K-SktUARE,  October 
-i-.  1770.-) 

® Gordon’s  Hi*tom  of  th * imrrican  Revolution,  ii..  A’lG,  340. 


varied  his  duties  by  throwing  a party  of  his  command, 
over  the  Bronx,  during  the  night  of  Wednesday,  the 
twenty-third  of  October,  in  order  to  beat  up  the  out- 
posts of  the  enemy;  and  one  of  these,  near  Ward’s 
Tavern,  between  Tuckahoe  and  Scarsdale,  and  occu- 
pied by  two  hundred  and  fifty  Hessians,  was  success- 
fully attacked,  early  in  the  following  morning, 
[Thuritbnj,  October  24,]  ten  of  the  number  having 
been  killed, .and  two  taken  prisoners;7  and  it  has 
been  stated  that,  reciprocally,  a dash  was  made  on  the 
rear  of  the  slowly  moving  column,  somewhere  in  the 
line  of  march,  in  which,  among  other  losses,  General 
Lee  and  Captain  Alexander  Hamilton,  the  latter  of 
the  New  York  State  Artillery,  lost  their  Baggage.8 
The  column  reached  the  White  Plains,  however,  on 
Saturday,  the  twenty-sixth  of  October,  with  very  lit- 
tle loss  of  either  Stores  or  Troops.0  The  movement 
j of  eight  thousand  men,  with  a train  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  Wagons,  which  “ tilled  the  road  for  four 
“miles,”  and  with  Artillery, 10  under  such  peculiar 
circumstances,  with  such  a scarcity  of  the  means  for 
j transportation,  and  in  the  face — often,  within  half  a 
i 


7 Editorial  in  a Hartford  newspaper,  October  2£,  copied  in  Ti:*  Free- 
' mmi's  Journal  awl  Xew-  FT  am  psh  re  Guz-f'e,  Volume  I..  X umber  24, 
Portsmouth,  Tuesday,  November  5, 177b  ; Memoirs  of  General  JFuth,  76. 

* Hon.  James  A.  Hamilton,  of  Dobbs’s- ferry,  in  a conversation  with  us, 
many  years  ago,  told  us  that  his  father,  Captain  Alexander  Hamilton, 
lost  his  Baggage,  on  the  march  of  General  Lee's  command  from  Harlem 

, Heights  to  the  White  Plains;  and  The  Middlesex  Journal  and  Keening 
: Advertiser,  No.  l*20l»,  London  : From  Saturday,  December  21,  to  Tuesday, 

; December  24,  177b,  contaius  a letter  from  Westchester,  dated  November 
In,  1776,  and  carried  to  England  by  the  Foimj,  in  which  it  was  stated, 
“ Upon  landing  ar  Xew-K  u l>*l!e.  we  found  the  church  full  of  Salt. * Our 
“troops  advanced  to  this  place  where  we  took  General  Lee's  luggage.** 

Iu  the  same  number  of  the*  same  newspaper,  another  letter  “from  an 
“ Officer  in  G>‘u.  Mace's  Army,  in  the  F‘rovincc  of  X- w York,"  dated 
“Nov.  11,  1770,”  is  printed,  in  which  it  is  said,  “A  little  beyond  West 
: “ Ch ester  some  of  our  people  found  a pipe  of  wine,  directed  f-r  General 
: “Lev,  and  nine  puncheons  of  rum,  which  the  General  ordered  to  be 
I “staved,  Iesr*the  soldier-  should  get  drunk.’’ 

,J  Memoirs  of  General  Heath,  7b;  Med  man's  History  of  On  American 
. lUrir,  i.,  212:  Marshall's  Lifj  of  George  Washington,  ii.,  502. 

Colonel  John  Glover,  in  the  letter  from  whieh  wv  have  learned  so 
! much  of  this  Campaign,  and  who  was  with  General  L-  \ stated,  evidently 
- erroneously,  that  the  column  did  not  reach  the  White  Plains  until  ten 
I o'clock  on  Monday  morning,  the  twenf\  eighth  ot  October,  after  having 
! marched  during  the  whole  of  the  preceding  night,  (Coioa-l  Gl-tr'i  l-t- 
; b;r, dated  “ Mii.f.-SsjUa  re,  October  22,  1770,’' published  in  Th-  Fr-vnan's 
J ■■!.;'  [J  1 ( Volume  I.,  N 

Tuesday,  November  26,  1776:)  but  t!i<-  £•  th  i font  a G-  ■ ;.‘t . .•  u i t tin 
' Army,  doted  “C>mi  near  the  Mu  ;-,  ar«-lt  three  .vii.k-  N uth  ou 
“the  White  Pi  a ins,  November  1,  177*:."  reprinted  in  Force’s  .1-  terban 
.-1  *(  hive.*,  V,  iii  . 471—174,  stated  that  “General  J..  re  ich<  ! the  Pi  .an-, 
“and  marched  out,  westward,  between  tin*  main  body  of  the  Anuv  and 
“ the  river,*’  [that  it,  he  Oo  upled  the  rigid  of  the  /i«e,  b.direm  General 
Sail > ran'*  command  and  the  ttronx-ric-r.]  “ i bis  wjls  on  the  ^’»th  and 
“ 20th  of  Octob**r,*’  the  author  of  the  letter  added.  Tlie  otlieial  P!,tn  of 
the  Country  from  F o>f*  Point  to  Croton  Fiver  and  Gauthier’s  Piatt  of  the 
Gj/er  diou *,  e<c  , each  stated  that  tlie  column  was  not  in  m >ti*.  u after  the 
tirody-s^venth  of  October. 

There  is  abundant  evidence,  within  Colonel  Glover’s  own  letter,  that 
he  was  in  error,  tw  • days,  in  this  particular  statement. 

W C'  lonel  Cheer's  b U-  r,  dated  “ Mile-Square,  October  22,  177'..“ 
4 

* That  Salt  is  said  to  have  been  owned  by  the  State  of  New  V.  rk  It 
j waa  very  valuable  : and  the  loss  of  it  whs  also  noticed  in  tlie  America!* 
I records  of  that  period. 
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mile  and  in  open  sight — of  nn  netive,  powerl'nl.  v ■ 11- 
supplied,  and  wel  l-di-ei  pi  i n- d iini"., 
tie,  il  with  any,  lo-s,1  « i*  / I*.  .u  : . r v i 

continues  to  relleet,  the  highest  honor  on  I h the 
Generul  in  command  and  the  men  whom  h<-  com- 
manded. The  entire  Army,  except  the  troop'  who 
had  been  left  on  Mount  Washington  and  at  Kings- 
bridge — about  fourteen  hundred  at  the  former,  and 
six  hundred  at  the  latter — was,  then,  concentrated  at 
the  White  Plains,2  awaiting  and  preparing  for  the 
great  events  which  were  rapidly  approaching. 

The  \\  hite  Plains,  the  place  which  appeared  to  have 
been  designated  by  both  the  great  opposing  powers, 
as  if  by  mutual  consent,  for  that  on  which  the  great 
questions  then  pending  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  united  States  of  America  were  to  be  determined 
by  the  arbitrament  of  Arms,  the  County-seat  of  the 
ancient  County  of  Westchester,  is  situated  on  the 
upper  extremity  of  a tine  plain,  about  twenty-six 
miles  from  the  City  of  New  York.  At  the  time  of 
which  we  write,  the  Village  w as  composed  of  a con- 
siderable number  of  comfortable  dwellings,  scattered 
along  the  sides  of  two  or  three  roads  which  converged 
at  that  place,  two  Taverns,  a Presbyterian  Meeting- 
house and  a Wesleyan  Methodist  Chapel,  and  the 
Court-house  of  the  County,  within  which,  probably, 
all  the  County-offices  wrere,  also,  sheltered.  About 
three  quarters  of  a mile  westward  from  the  principal 
roadway  of  the  unpretentious  little  Village,  flowed 
the  sum  I!  stream  which  was,  then,  as  it  is,  now,  called 
“ The  Bronx-river,”  forming  the  western  boundary  of 
the  plain  referred  to,  and  separating  it  from  “ The 
“ Manor  of  Philinseborough  , ” to  the  Northwest  and 
Northeast  of  the  Village. respectively,  were  bold  and 
sometimes  abrupt  elevations,  united  by  less  elevated 
ground  with  a gradual  descent  toward  the  Village, 
the  whole  forming  the  northern  boundary  of  “the 
“ White  Plains,”  below' ; and  beyond  those  flanking 
elevations  and  that  intervening  high  ground,  to  the 
northward  of  the  Village,  and  not  more  than  a mile- 
distant  from  the  northern  extremity  of  it,  in  the  Town 
of  Northcastle,  was  the  high  and  rocky  ground  which 
is,  now,  so  well  known,  in  history,  as  that  t<>  which 
the  American  Army  swung  back,  after  the  action  on 
Ch-att*  rtorffi  bi-HP 

1 “ Yuu  are  misinformed  as  to  the  quantity  of  Provisions  vw  h.ivo  l.igt. 
“ When  General  Lee  r»*uu)>ed,  he  was  oblige  -1  to  leave  eighty  « r mn-  iv 
“ barrels  of  Provisions,  of  all  kinds,  for  wunt  of  Wagons.” — [Lie»:>ninit- 
colonel  Tench  Tilgh man  to  William  Durr , “Head-quarters.  "NVhiie- 
“ Plains,  October 27, 1770.”) 

Bancroft,  in  his  History  of  the  Vailed  States,  (original  edition,  ix.,  17',t  • 
the  name,  centenary  edition,  v.,  'Ll*!,)  said  *•  sixty  nr  seventy  barrels  «>f 
“ Provisions”  were  lost.  Wu  have  heard  of  no  other  loss.  t-x<  • pc  that  of 
General  Lev's  Baggage  ami  Wine. 

2 Cohmel  II.  II.  Harrison  to  the  Continental  Congress,  “ Head-qUar- 
“ ters,  White-Plains,  25  October,  177G.” 

3 Our  own  knowledge  of  the  ground,  as  it  was,  more  than  thirty  years 
ago,  forms  the  groundwork  of  this  description  ; ami  we  have  b-^-n  fa- 
vored, further,  in  ovy;  work  of  describing  lb**  topography  of  that  vicinity, 
with  tho  assistance  ot  our  t allied  friend  of  many  years,  Hon.  l.«‘wis  r 
I’latt,  formerly  Surrogate  of  the  County,  uud  with  that  of  our  not  less 
esteemed  friend,  Hon.  J.  0.  Dykman,  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Co  art,  both 


The  site  of  the  encampment  which  the  Anu-ri  ,,n 
At---  • i • unied  was  on  the  high  grounds,  northwest- 
w ;rd  in  i northeastward  from  the  Village,  am!  the 
lower  groumls  between  them  ; with  covering  positions, 
on  either  flank.  A temporary  line  of  works  hail  been 
previously  constructed  along  the  northerly  line  of  the 
road  which  extended  from  the  Mvciing-house  of  the 
Presbyterian-cliurch,  p;ist  the  hou-.  of  Jacob  Purdy, 
to  the  Bronx-river4 — that  road  which  connected  the 
White  Plains  with  Dobbs’s-ferry  ; but  the  entrench- 
ments which  were  thrown  up  for  the  defence  of  the 
Army,  occupied  a line  from  the  Bronx-river,  at  a point 
which  was  nearly  opposite  to  the  residence  of  the  late 
William  Roberts,  on  the  right ; over  the  summit  of 
the  hill  which  is  to  the  northward  of  the  Harlem 
Railroad  Station,  then  otvrn  d by  ’Squire  Jacob  Purdy, 
more  recently  by  his  son,  Jacob,  and  now  by  numer- 
ous owners,  eastward,  over  properties  more  re- 
cently owned  by  the  younger  Jacob  Purdy,  Daniel 
Dusenberry,  and  Alexander  C.  Tompkins — those  of 
Jacob  Purdy  being  now  owned  by  numerous  per- 
sons; those  of  Daniel  Dusenberry,  by  his  children; 
and  those  of  Alexander  0.  Tompkins,  by  bis  widow 
— to  the  Post-road,  which  was  the  principal  street  of 
the  Village.  Occupying  the  Post-road  was  a strong 
earthwork,  some  small  remains  of  which,  bearing  an 
old  howitzer,  en  barbette,  may  still  be  seen,  opposite  to 
the  residence  of  Mrs.  Tompkins,  already  referred  to  ; 
and,  eastward  from  that  central  earthwork,  up  the 
gradual  slope,  over  properties  recently  owned  by 
Leonard  Miller,  John  Fisher,  the  widow  of  .James 
Fisher,  and  Henry  Willetts — -those  of  Leonard  Miller 
being  now  owned  by  his  two  sons;  those  of  John 
Fisher,  by'  numerous  persons;  and  those  of  Henry 
Willetts,  by  Charles  Deutermann — to  what  was  then 
known  as  Horton’s-po.nd,  now  known  as  “St.  Mary’s 
“Lake,”  of  which  mention  has  been  already  made.5 
The  right  flank  of  the  line  was  covered  by  the  Bri- 
gades commanded,  respectively,  by  Generals  McDou- 
gal  and  Lord  Stirling;6  and  its  left  was  covered  bv 


! of  whom  ure  old  ro-ddeuts  of  the  Village,  and  perfectly  familiar  \i  irli  the 
! ground. 

Very  much  move  importance  has  bem  recently  attached  to  this  evi- 
; dently  temporary  lim.*  .-f  defence  than  il  v.i«  etrnli  d to  enjoy.  It  was 
i prohtfbly  thrown  up  by  the  .mail  b dyof  }lil?iia  who  had  occupied  tb.u 
1 p >sUion,  a. gn.trd  of  tin  Stotts  wb.i  h had  b*‘vu  a.  -muni  itvd  «t  that 
place,  while  the  main  Army  occupied  the*  Heights  of  Harlem  ; hut  the 
subsequent  occupation  *f  the  groutid,  which  lias  »*n  cLvcribed  i”.  rh-  t*-xt, 

; by  tho  main  Army,  was  followed  by  the  Construction  of  a line  of  works, 
j on  the  high  ground,  on  the  rear  of  that  temporary  line,  tlu*  last-named 
j of  which  wx<  abandoned  on  Saturday,  tlm  twenty-sixth  of  o.  t.d*er.* 

5 Tliis  description  of  the  line  of  dvfemv?*  occupit  d by  tin American 
I Anny,  at  the  White  Plant*,  was  originally  pr  pared,  more  than  thirty 

years  ago,  with  great  :u  , ft  y authority  wl  h was  then  kn  wn  t 

| us  and  from,  information  derived  from  aged  people  who  have  since  passed 
away ; and  the  present  iwnerehip  tl  ••  % • l pi  , rties  w . b 
j the  line  extended  has  been  oho ertaim- 1 and  < ■ miminbaD.-d  to  i:~  by  Hon. 
i Lewis  (h  Hiatt  and  Hon.  J.  0.  Pykumn,  to  whom  we  have  already  grate- 
j fully  referred. 

I now  suatch  au  pportuni  by  the 

* “20 — W«  Huve  beii  a mowing  our  Tents  to  the  top  of  tin-  Hill  th  s 
* “Day.” — (David  How’s  Diary,  Oct-  'her  20,1771..”) 
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I ! u-  cnii. man'!*  'I,  ri*.~| i vclv,  hv  « • »■  n «-r:i  1 < 

< lenrjre  Clinton,  John  Morin  >.-nit.  an  1 "..min  i II. 
l’arsons,  the  two  limner  liavimr  liten  |>usti.l  near  tin 
I’urclmse,* 1  and  the  latter  at  the  head  of  Kin^-street, 
near  Rye  pond.2 

On  the  twenty-seventh  of  October,  the  small  force 
which  had  been  left  in  Fort  Independence,  when 
General  Heath’s  Division  was  moved  from  near 
Kingsbridgc  to  the  White  Plains,-  was  ordered  to  re- 
move flie  Cannon  and  Stores  from  that  post  to  Fort 
Washington  ; to  burn  the  several  Barracks  w hich  had 
been  erected,  there,  w ith  so  much  dillicultv  and  at  so 
great  an  expense;  and,  “ witii  all  possible  dispatch," 
to  move,  by  way  of  the  Albany  post-road,  as  far  as 
Dobbs ’s-ferry,  to  the  White  Plains;*  and,  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  without  having  removed  the  Cannon, 
three  hundred  stand  of  Small-arms,  five  tons  of  Bar- 
iron,  and  “a  great  quantity  of  Spears,  Shot,  Shells, 
“etc.,  too  numerous  to  mention,”  which  were  within 
or  near  the  Fort,  and  all  of  which  were  recklessly 
abandoned,5  that  small  command,  numbering  not  more 
than  four  hundred  effective  men,6  joined  the  main 
body  of  the  Division,7  on  the  left  of  the  line,  at  the 
White  Plains.  The  enemy,  who  had  occupied  the  en- 
tire lower  portion  of  Westch ester-county,  since  the 
American  forces  had  been  concentrated  at  the  Plains, 
occupied  the  position,  on  the  evening  of  the  day  on 
which  Colonel  Lasher  had  abandoned  it.8 * 

At  tiie  time  of  which  we  write,  judging  from  The 
General  lleturns  of  ihe  Army,  dated  on  the  third  of 
November,  the  Armv  commanded  bv  General  Wash- 


: iugton,  in  person,  was  composed,  nominally,  of  about 
tv.  nty-livc  tho  i^.ind,  tour  hundred,  and  titty  in  n,  of 
whom  about  twelve  thousand  and  lifty  were  sick, 

! oil  independent  commands,  or  on  furlough;  leaving 
j only  about  thirteen  thousand,  four  hundred,  rank  and 
tile,  present  and  fit  for  duty.3 *  The  supply  of  Pro- 
i visions,  as  the  reader  has  been  already  informed,10 
was  exceedingly  scanty;11  the  Medicine-chest  was 
j almost  destitute  of  both  instruments  and  drugs ; 12  and 
j Clothing  was  a luxury  in  which  very  few  could  com- 
: fortably  indulge  themselv&s.13  The  troops,  as  we  have 
already  slated,1*  were  dispirited  and,  often,  disaffected  ; 


“ General  McDougal’s  Brigade,  of  which  the  Maryland  Regulars  is 
“ a part,  having  laid  in  the  wools  for  three  nights,*’  [preceding  the  day 
of  the  action  on  Challerton' e-hill,  that  is  to  say,  mi  th • in yb Is  of  thetirenly- 
fi  fth , t >r enty -sLrth,  and  tn:enty -seventh  of  Ocbjber,]  “ two  miles  from  this 
“ place,  anil  to  the  right  of  the  main  body,  as  a covering  party,  was  or- 
“ (lere.d  to  advance  along  the  road,  about  a mile,  near  a place  called  the 
“ MiU.'*sroue,  and  there  take  post,  which  was  accordingly  done.*’  [Letter 
) a Gentleman  in  AnnnpeAis,  dated  **  Whit f.-Plaixs,  October  29,  177*’,  ’ 
ie-priL't«d  in  Force’s  .Imer-uu  Archives,  V.,  ii.,  1281.) 

1 I mu  so  closely  con fi hod  to  my  pust,  on  the  left  of  the  whole,  as  not 
“ to  have  been  a quarter  mile  West  from  this  f •;  U *r  days  past.  Near 
“three  thousand  of  the  enemy,  yesterday  and  the  evening  before,  tiled 
“oft  to  the  left,  and  were  seen  advancing  ti  wards  King’s  street  and  the 
“Purchase  road.  . . . Our  lines  were  manned  all  night,  in  cori- 

“ sequence  of  this;  un  i a most  h<  rrid  night  ir  was  1o  lay  in  cold 
‘'trench'  . . . . 1 have  only  rime  t>»  add  that  f am  with  usual 
•'  health,  though  in  nu  better  lodging  lhau  a m 1 ;;er-  tent,  with  our  old 
“friend  General  Scott.*’  (General  Gerry  ( Union  t<>  John  McKesson, 
“ ("amp  near  White-Plains,  OctOberdl,  ITT » ’ . ”) 

- '•  On  the  same evening,”  [O-'tnber  2 5,]  **•  I.  Tyler's,  Huntington's,  and 
“Throop's  Regiments,  of  General  Parson's  Brigade  and  of  our  General'* 
“ Division,  moved,  and  took  post  at  the  head  of  King  street,  near  Rye- 
“ pond/* — (M-moirs  of  General  IL.-nth,  75,  70.) 

3 Vide  pages  251,  mile. 

* General  Heath  to  <.'>>h>nel  Lidirr,  “ WHITE  PLAINS,  October  27,  1770 


Cm-  rot  G revue  to  General  Mifflin,  “ 
oln i of  General  Heath,  79,  *'». 

& General  Greene  to  General  117m 
“ 1770.” 

6 Colonhl  Lather  t>»  G>  ntrrul  Heath, 
“20,1770.'’  * 

” Memoirs  of  G rubral  Heath,  79, 

* Cohan  l Lasher  to  General  Heath, 
“20,  1770.” 


Fort  Lfe.  October  27, 1770  Meni- 
hnigt  *n,  “Fort  Lee,  October  29, 
“Camp  at  King's  Bridge,  October 

“Camp  at  King'*  Bridge,  October 


0 The  General  Return s f the  Army,  dated  on  the  third  of  November, 
six  days  after  the  action  o:i  Chattorton's-hill,  showed  an  aggregate  of 
twenty-five  thousand,  two  hundred,  and  seventeen,  “rank  and  fife.” 
including  the  Matrossos  of  ten  Couipani*  s of  Artillery  and  excluding, 
of  course,  the  Commi'-sinncd  Officers,  the  Stall,  and  the  Non-commis- 
sioned Officers  of  the  Army.  Adding  to  these,  those  who  had  Wen 
killed  and  missing  during  the  period  which  had  intervened  between 
the  time  of  which  we  write  and  the  dale  of  the  Returns  referred  to, 
in  which  occurred  the  action  on  Chatterton's-hill  and  ail  the  other 
military  operations  in  the  vicinity  of  the  White  Plains  ; and  it  will  be 
seen  that,  when  the  Army  occupied  the  high  grounds,  to  the  north- 
ward of  that  Village,  excluding  the  Sick,  those  who  w re  on  Com- 
mands, and  those  who  wa  re  absent,  on  Furloughs,  the  effective  force 
was  only  thirteen  thousand,  four  hundred,  and  four,  ‘ rank  arid  file.’’ 
i')  Vide  pages  2d 8,  250,  ante. 

11  *' Ilis,”  [General  Ha  shiny  ton's,]  “apprehensions  are  exceedingly 
“great  lest  the  Army  should  suffer  much  for  want  of  necessary  ©uppli.s 
“of  Provisions,  especially  in  the  article  of  Flour.  From  the  best  in- 
telligence he  is  able  to  obtain,  there  is  not  more,  in  Camp  and  at 
“ the  several  places  where  it  has  been  deposited,  than  will  serve  the 
“ Army  longer  than  four  or  five  days,  provided  th**  utmost  care  and 
“economy  were  used  in  issuing  it  out:  but  from  the  waste  and  em- 
“bezzlement,  for  want  of  proper  attention  tu  it,  as  is  reporfed  to  him, 
“ it  is  not  probal  t!  1 ; w 1 so  loi  1 el  II  ■ t H.  i:  - 

rison,  Secretary  of  General  I Yashi nylon , to  Odomd  JnscjJi  Trumbull,  Corn - 
mUsary-yeucrul  of  Provisions  “ White-Plain.-,  November  L.  1770.’’) 

l-  “ We  want  Medicine, much  : none  can  he  had,  here.  Our  sick  have.*' 
[been]  “and  are  suffering  extremely.” — (Colon  l Smallicood  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety  of  Moral m I,  “ Piuupse's  Heights,  October.  1770.”) 

“7  wrote  a hasty  Jotter,  some  time  ago,  requesting  from  the  State 
“of*  New  York,  that  they  would  allow  me  the  remainder  of  the 
“stock  of  Medicines  purchased  fur  the  use  of  the  State,  of  which  they 
“were  so  good  as  to  allow  me  oue-hulf,  early  in  the  Summer,  tor  the 
“use  of  the  Army.  The  demand  for  Medicines  is  very  great;  and  we 
“cannot  procure  a sufficiency,  at  any  rate.” — (Doctor  John  Morgan, 
Medical  Director  of  the  Anny,  to  John  Jay,  “ N >rtu-Castle,  October  2$, 
“1776.“) 

A letter  from  Doctor  John  Pine,  of  the  Maryland  Line,  to  James 
Tilghman,  of  Annapolis,  dated,  “ Cami*  at  White-Plains,  November  7, 

" 177  titain  let  1 st  nt  of  th  tin  lestirut  n of  the 

v i in  I of  the  it  **w  ing  the  * 

13“  Tiie  Rebel  Atm>  arc  in  so  \vr  :Uhe  1 a cun  dirion,  as  to  CL-thiug  and 

“ Accoutrements,  that  I believe  no  Nation  eve-i  saw  such  a set  of  tatterde- 
“ malions.  There  are  few  Coats  among  them  but  what  are  out  at 
“elbows;  and  in  a whole  Regiment  there  is  scarce  a pair  of  Breeches. 
“Judge,  then,  how  they  must  he  pinched  by  a Wiuter  Campaign.” — {Let- 
ter from  an  OjJicer  < f the  Sir ty  fourth  Ryiment  f » his  friend  in  London, 

“Nrw-York,  October  30,  177G,”  re-print  l in  F - ..  in  1 

V.,  ii.,  1203,  1294.) 

“ We  are  requested  by  the  Generals  of  om  Siato  to  inform  you  of  the 
“absolute  necessity  our  troops  arc  in  for  want  of  Clothing.** — (Charles 
D.  U’uV,  Robert  Harper,  un  i J.-icG  t.ruhani  to  the  President  of  (he  Seu> 

York  Convention,  “ Wiim:  I*;  \i\>,  October  24,  177?).”) 

“The  Colonel  and  Maj«-r  Barber  came  lure,  last  evening;  and  the 
“Regiment  is  now  within  a few  miles  of  this  place,  niur-hing  with 
“cheerfulness;  but  great  part  of  the  men  [ore]  barefooted  and  bare- 
1 * : _ ■ i . i R hard  Stm  to  Al  au  Ci  fc,  “ Sarai  ga,  Octobei  28 
“ 1776. ”) 

14  Vide  pages  223,  224,  ante. 
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the  term  of  service  of  very  many  of  them  hnd  nearly 
expired  ;‘ and,  very  hugGy,  that  >h<  r vrn.  i-  . 
very  much  shorter  hy  .-lianieful  ■:<  Am-.’  There 

was  no  harmony  of  sentiment,  no  common  feeling  of 
patriotism,  no  sympathy  with  each  other  as  fellow- 
countrymen  engaged  in  a common  cause,  in  any  por- 
tion of  the  Army.  The  Eastern  troops  were  stigma- 
tized as,  generally,  nothing  else  than  n mass  of 
speculating  poltroons,  for  which,  very  often,  there 
was  abundant  reason  ; a and  they,  reciprocated  the  ill- 
feeling  of  those  from  the  Middle  and  Southern  States, 
by  branding  them  as  “Aristocrats"  and  “ Mac- 
caronis  ’ — the  former  of  the  two  sobriquet-  in  allusion 
to  the  distinctions  of  rank  which  were  maintained 
among  those  troops,  so  diil'erent  from  the  practice  i 
ot  the  New  Englanders;  the  latter,  in  contemptuous  > 
reference  to  the  Regiments,  from  the  Middle  and  ! 
Southern  States,  who  were  uniform'  d,  well-equipped, 


'Many  of  the  troops  were  enlisted  to  serve  only  until  the  first  of 
December;  and  the  terms  of  service  of  the  greater  ponton  of  the  re- 
mainder would  expire  on  the  hod  day  of  December,  ei>«iing. — <(? enerul 
T1  aehington  to  the  president  of  the  Congress,  ‘ II  EAiv-gi  art  rs,  at  Colon  F.L 
“ Morris's  Hou.se,  ltt  September,  1770;”  etc.) 

-General  Washington  to  the  Ojlicers  and  Soldiers  of  the  J'enU'ylvnnia  ,!«• 
lactation,  “ Head-Quarters,  N f.w-York,  S August,  177G;  *’  the  same  to 
lh p ltrt*hb,nt  of  the  Congress,  ‘^New-York,  2 September,  17  7'.  ; * ' General 
Schuyler  to  General  Gates,  “Saratoga.  October  30,  177C  ; " etc. 

3 The  following  is  a specimen  of  a multitude  of  ~ :ch  testimonials  of 
the  speculative  propensities  of  (he  New  England  troops,  in  the  Army 
of  the  Revolution,  and  of  their  too  frequent  dideno.-ty  in  their  oper- 
ations, which  are  accessible  to  every  one.  Every  careful  student  can  com- 
mand many  such  evidences;  but  this,  written  h\  tiie  Commissary-gen- 
eral of  Provisions  of  the  Continental  Army,  himself  a Connect^  ut- 
mau,  to  his  father,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  who  was.  then,  the  Governor 
of  Connecticut,  " ill  be  siuhciriit,  for  the  purposes  under  consideration. 

“North-Castle,  4th  December,  1770. 

“ Honoured  Sir  ■ 

“ Enclosed  I send  you  Returns  of  some  of  the  Regiments  of  Con- 
necticut Militia  under  command  of  Major  General  Wooster,  such  as 
“ I can  get ; though  I have  called  and  called  again  and  again  fur  them, 
“I  believe  there  are  but  one  of  them  really  true,  that  i:  Major  lirins- 
“ made’s,  "bo  seems  to  be  the  honestot  man.  The  fact  is,  they  can't 
“make  their  Weekly  and  Provision  Returns  agree  ; for  this  reason, 
“they  have  made  a number  of  Brevet  Officers.  Tiny  doubt  whether 
“■these  Officers  will  be  allowed  extra  rations:  to  avoid  that,  they  re- 
“ turn  so  many  more  men  as  to  cover  tic*  extra  rations  of  those  Otti- 
“cers.  You'll  see  by  adverting  to  the  Returns,  that  some  Companies 
“have  more  Officers  than  Privates,  at  best  ; but  nut  c-Ttent  with  that, 
“and  instead  of  sending  home  the  Officers  win*  have  very  few  men, 
“ almost  none,  and  turning  over  those  few  men  into  other  (on.  par.  it.  , 
“they  rid iJ  lire vd  Olliccrs,  not  only'  t<»  j- i ■; k the  r«. uf  ?i.-  jmh- 
“ lick,  hr*;y,  hut  u-lso,  those  Breve!  Other*.  are  t’  h»*  (iL-mi-.-ed  from 
“tie?  Militia  Ibdls.  at  hone-  ; ami.  in  a h\v  times  m-  :e  being  called 
“forth,  there  will  be  no  Militia  left  in  the  St  Gc. 

44  These  tilings  I thought  ii  my  duty  to  report  to  you,  a.-  tin  char- 
acter of  the  State  is  at  stake  ; and  how  the  Officers  who  have  done 
44  these  things  will  get  along,  here,  I don’t  know,  as  we  now  make 
41  Weekly  Ration  Returns  aw  well  as  Returns  of  the  Army,  hy  which 
“ they  must  he  discovered.  The  consequence  i.->  had  to  the  Officers  ; how- 
44  ever,  they  must  take  their  fate. 

“ I am  sorry  to  have  the  character  of  the  State  suffer  by  such  conduct 

of  its  Officers. 


and  properly  disciplined  1 — iddititr  fuel  to  the  thin., 
discord,  wliieii,  on  uic.r  - t li.tn  nm  • i,  r- ■ i r 
iill  the  good  judgment  and  detei-u.i nation  of  w ... 
the  Commander-in-chief  was  master,  to  prevent  a 
serious  outbreak.5 

It  will  be  remembered  that,  on  Monday,  the  twenty- 
first  of  October,  the  Right  and  Centre  of  the  Koval 
Army  were  moved  to  a position,  on  the  road  leading 
to  the  White  Plains,  about  two  miles  to  the  northward 
of  New  Rochelle;  and  that  Lieutenant-general  Hot- 
ter, with  the  Left  of  the  Army,  consisting  of  one 
Brigade  of  British  and  two  Brigades  of  Hessian  troops, 
moved  forward  and  occupied  the  position  which  had 
been  thus  abandoned.*  It  will  lie  remembered,  also, 
that,  on  the  same  day,  Lieutenant-colonel  Rogers, 
with  the  Corps  of  Loyalists  known  as  “The  Queen’s 
“ Rangers,”  was  detach'd  from  the  main  body  of  the 
Army,  and  pushed  forward  to  take  possession  of  Mamar- 
oneck,7  where,  on  the  following  night,  he  and  his 
command  “were  roughly  handled,”  by  a party  of 
Americans  who  had  been  despatched  from  the  White 
Plains,  for  that  purpose  ; s which  led  General  Howe, 
on  the  following  day,  [ Tuesday,  October  22,]  to  move 
the  Sixth  Brigade  of  British  troops,  commanded  by 
Brigadier-general  Agnew,  to  sustain  that  important 
post.9  It  will  be  remembered,  also,  that,  on  Sunday, 
the  twentieth  of  October,  the  Royal  Army  was 
strengthened  by  the  addition  of  a portion  of  the  Six- 
teenth and  the  whole  of  the  Seventeenth  Regiments 
of  Light  Dragoons,  the  former  commanded  by  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Harcourt,  an  Officer  of  great  merit;10 
and  that,  on  Tuesday,  the  twenty-second  of  October, 
it  was  further  strengthened  by  the  arrival,  at  New 
Rochelle,  of  Lieutenant-general  Ivnyphausen,  with 
the  Second  Division  of  Hessians  and  the  Regiment  of 
\\  aldeckcrs.1’ 

Taking  counsel  of  his  experience,  General  Howe 
ordered  Lieutenant-general  Ileister,  with  the  Left  of 
the  Army,  to  join  in  the  movement ; and,  on  Thursday, 
the  twenty-fourth,  and  on  Friday,  the  twenty-fifth,  of 
October,  the  main  body  of  the  Royal  Army  was 
moved  from  the  positions  on  which  it  had  rested,  for 
several  davs,  towards  Scarsdale.'-’  It  moved  in  two 
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*Govt>rnour  Tuofti  i.l.” 


1 1 am,  honoured  Sir,  your  dutiful  Sun, 
“Jos.  Tri  mbull. 


\\V  have  seen  no  evidence  that  either  General  Waster  or  Commit** 
s;t ry- genera l Trumbull  t»»ok  any  step*  fur  either  the  nrtest  of  the  of- 
fenders or  a a oppression  of  the  otbuiros. 


4 li-ril's  l.f.  Of  J 'sejdl  Hr 

\C‘  “ Lb  intntioi,,  ii. , 3<>4,  3 1 7 
W fou.  ii.,  47  ’, 47 1 ; etv. 

5 General  Order*, 44  N'f.w-Yhck  August  1, 17 
American  Lev>dnti>ai,  ii.,  30!  : etc. 

fi  Vide  page  24!),  ante. 

See,  also,  General  11  are  Lord  Georg.-  Germnia 44  Xf.w-York,  30th 
“ November,  177G;'*  [HallYj  II U lory  of  the  Civil  Mur  in  .Lnerica,  i., 
205 ; etc. 

* Vide  page  _4D,  ante. 

*Vid«  pages  252,  2A3,  ante. 

- Vide  page  253,  ante. 

i"  Vide  page  240,  ante. 

n Vide  page  253.  ante. 

12  Information  was  received,  at  the  White  Plains,  as  early  as  two  o'clock 
on  Thursday  nfternoun.  [Oi  ■•■•b,  r'j4,]  that  the  Roy.il  Army  had  struck  ita 
tents,  on  ita  position  near  New  Rochelle,  “eaily  this  morning  and 
that  it  Miw,  then,  “advancing  fr  m that  to  thi>  pi  o * , along  the  common 
“ road."  — ((a/i'.tl  i.’rnrr-  Clinton  (■>  J<-hn  M-  l\r*<on,  >c'.Trtary  to  the  Seic- 
York  Convention,  44  Whitk-I’laivs,  October  24,  2 P.  M.f  1770.”) 
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columns,  with  great  c:iut i* »n.; 1 ami,  on  the  twenty-fifth 
ut  October,  when  the  he:uls  of  the  columns  n aelicl 
Scarsdale,  after  their  two  days'  march,  they  acre 
halted;  and  the  Army  encamped  in  a line  wiiieh  was 
parallel  with  the  Brnrsx-river  and  with  the  line  ot 
march,  on  the  opposite  side' of  that  little  stream,  on 
which  General  Lee,  with  his  heavily  laden  column) 
was  transporting  the  Baggage  and  Stores  of  the  A trier-  . 
ican  Army,  to  the  White  Plain-" — in  many  places,  the 
two  were  not  more  than  a mile  distant  from  each 
other  ; and,  in  one  place,  if  not  in  others,  the  toiling  j 
Americans  were  directly  within  sight  of  their  powerful 
enemy. 

The  object  of  General  Howe,  in  halting  at  Scars- 
dale.  with  his  Eight  within  four  milts  of  the  Ameri-  j 
can  lines,  at  the  White  Plains,  and  of  remaining  cn-  j 
camped  at  that  place,  without  mating  a movement,  of  j 
any  kind,  during  nearly  three  days,  was  not  under-  ' 
stood  by  those,  in  Europe,  who  were  inclined  to  con-  | 
demn  his  conduct,  as  Commander-in-chief  of  the  j 
Army,  before  the  Parliament  and  the  country  : and 
the  evidently  studied  silence,  on  that  subject,  which 
the  General  maintained,  was  not  calculated  to  quiet,  ; 
nor  even  to  lessen,  the  fault-findings  of  those  who 
were  his  political  and  personal  enemies.  But,  what- 

In  his  1 -Iter  to  the  Present  of  the  Congress,  dated  “ IIlaD-'H  artkks,  i 
“ White- Plain's,  25  October,  1776,”  Colonel  Robert  H.  Harrison,  General 
Washington's  Secretary,  stated  that  “about  two  o’clock  this  afternoon,  1 
“intelligence  was  brought  to  Head-quarters,  that  three  or  four  dotach- 
“ menM  of  the  enemy  wvre.on  their  nmrch,  and  had  adva  i.eed  within  : 
“about  four  miles  of  this  place.  It  has  been  fully  confirmed,  since,  by 
“a  variety  of  persons,  who  have  been  out  to  reconnoitre.” 

If  Heaeral  Clinton  did  not  make  a mistake  in  the  ’.ite  of  his  tatter,  of 
which  ve  have  no  evidence,  the  movement  of  the  K-'yal  Army  was  com-  ( 
menced  on  Thursday,  [October  24  ;]  and  the  letter  of  Colonel  Itarrtaon 
clearly  indicated  that  it  had  already  reached  Scared  ale,  within  fair  miles 
of  the  Plains,  before  t lie  movement  was  known  at  Head- quarter*,  at  two 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  following  day.  [/  -'idoyy  CK'tobt  r 25.] 

The  failure  of  Geueral  Washington  to  obtain  information  of  the  move- 
ments • f the  King’s  ti\xq>s,  of  which  so  many  instances  have  been  seen,  j 
was  nowhere  more  evident  than  iu  the  instance  now  under  considora-  j 
tion-  one  of  the  reasonable  results  of  the  outrages  to  which  the  inhabit-  ! 
i ,it>  had  1k>*-ii  subjected,  by  both  the  Congresses  and  the  Committees,  on  j 
the-  one  hand,  and  by  the  unrestrained  thieves,  ammig  both  the  Officers 
am!  the  Privates  of  the  Army  whom  General  Washington  commanded,  i 
on  the  other. 

1 “General  Howe  thought  it  necessary  to  procec  1 with  great  circum- 
-“  speetta-n.  The  progress  was  slow  ; the  march  of  the  Army,  close;  the 
“ encamp  men  fs,  compact  and  v.viii;uiird--d  with  artillery  : and  eta*  most 
“ st*l  lb  r-l:h>  cuuri.m  ^ * I,  iu  e\ery  .'•■?{»  t."-i.l  I A'- for 
1776.  ITis.i  'j-.  of  JAinq  *177.) 

"The  liritish  continued  moving  up,  but  \n  ith  great  caution,  their  rear 
‘Wcai . ely.adva neiiicr.  h- n they  came  to  .encamp  again,  much  further 
“ than  where  the  advance  had  moved  from.’*—  i Me'nnirs  of  A/t'jov-j/c/i- 
ernl  Heath,  76.) 

“ The  caution  of  the  English  General  was  increased  by  the  evidences 
“of  enterprise  in  hi-*  adversary.  His  object  seems  t>*  have  been  to  avoid 
V skirmishing,  and  to  briiitf  ou  a general  qciiod,  if  that  could  be  effected 
“under  favorable  circumstances;  if  not,  he  know  well  the  approaching 
“ dissolution  of  the  American  Army,  and  calculated,  not  w ithout  n a.-mi. 

“ to  derive  fn»m  that  event  nearly  all  the  advantages  of  a victory,  lie  j 
“ proceeded,  therefore,  slowly.  His  marches  were  in  close  order;  his 
“ encampments  compact,  and  well  guarded  with  artillery;  and  the  ut-  j 
“ most  ciroumspoc  s*  u was  used,  not  to  expose  any  part  which  might  bo  | 
“vulnerable.”  — < Mandrill's  I.ifnof  Geary*  I Vanhinglon,  ii., 

- #7- 1 im\i  I l >w  to  b»‘tl  Georg*  Germaine,  “ Nem-Vi  kk,  3<*  November,  ! 
“177'.,'*  S.  luthier’s  1*Uih  of  the  Operations,  etc.;  Gordon's  History  of  t Ac 
Ameri'  an  Herniation,  ii.,  34U  ; etc.  ’ j 


ever  may  have  bec-n  thought  and  said  of  his  failure  to 
cross  the  Bronx  and  to  attack  the  heavily  laden  col- 
umn commanded  by  < ieneral  Lee,  the  maxims  of  mil- 
itary science,  at  that  time,  forbade  a movement  towards 
the  White  Plains,  then,  leaving  his  left  flank  and 
his  rear  exposed  to  the  three  Divisions  commanded, 
respectively,  by  Generals  Lee,  Spencer,  and  Lin- 
coln.1 There  was  a possibility  that  the  separation 
of  those  three  Divisions  from  the  main  body  of  the 
Army  might  have  enabled  him  to  attack  the  Ameri- 
cans, en  detail,  and  to  overcome  them  more  completely 
than  if  they  had  been  in  one  body  ; hut  he  had  excel- 
lent evidence  of  the  vigilance  and  the  enterprise  of 
those  who  were  nearest  to  him  ; and  his  ruling  prin- 
ciple, to  avoid  an  unnecessary  exposure  of  his  men, 
evidently  led  him  to  the  safe  conclusion  that,  in  such 
a series  of  undertakings  on  the  divided  forces  of  the 
Americans,  if  more  than  one  attack  on  them  were  to 
he  made,  the  last  one  of  the  series  should  he  that 
on  that  portion  of  the  American  Army  which,  then, 
occupied  the  entrenched  Camp,  at  the  White 
Plains,  a conclusion  in  which  he  would  have  been 
entirely  sustained  by  every  intelligent  soldier,  of  that 
period,  in  Europe  or  in  America. 

"Notwithstanding  the  silence  of  General  Howe, 
concerning  his  purpose  in  moving  his  command  to 
Scarsdale,  instead  of  to  the  White  Plains,  there  is  rea- 
son for  supposing  that  it  was  done  for  the  purpose  of 
cutting  off  the  column  commanded  by  General  Lee, 
before  it  could  join  the  main  body;  that  preparations 
for  the  movement,  on  the  following  morning,  were 
made  on  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  the  day  of  the 
arrival  of  the  Royal  Army,  at  Scarsdale;  and  that  it 
was  prevented  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  column  which 
it  was  intended  to  attack,  from  its  designated  route, 
into  a road  which  was  further  westward,  so  that,  when 
the  time  came  for  the  attack,  General  Lee,  by  a 
forced  march,  during  the  night,  was  several  miles 
nearer.to  the  main  body  of  ihc  Army,  and  entirely 
beyond  the  reach  of  General  Howe.4 

3 Other  instances  of  that  peculiar  caution  were  >*en>  at  the  White  Plain?, 

three  day .s  after  the  instance  now  under  notice,  whcii  the  main  body  of 
the  Army  was  halted,  until  the  Americans  had  been  driven  from  Ohat- 
tuTtf'ii’.'-hill,  and,  nmst  di.s’.s'rously  to  the  American.-*,  ir.  Ihe  following 
year,  wl-i-ii  th-  fruit#  of  tl  ••  vict-.-i  » . at  Germant-v.  u,  \,.re  ir.«t  by  the 
halt  of  ll.  nitiiu  body,  in  ml.,  t<»  ! hIt  a handful  of  the  Royal  Army 

\<ho  had  occupied  and  who  heid  the  Chew  mansion. 

4 In  l.-rier  which  was  written  by  an  Officer  of  the  Royal  Army,  dated 

on  the  tenth  of  November,  ami  printed  in  The  .V.’ddta-Yx  Journal  ami 
Evening  Ailrrrtivr,  No.  L •nduN  : From  Saturday,  December  21,  to 

Tuesday,  December -I,  177'-,  will  be  found  our  uuthorit;.  Ur  what  we 
have  suit  I of  the  purposes  of  Gen-ral  Howe,  of  hid  preparations  for  carry- 
ing out  those  purport  and  of  the  chum;  of  his  disappointment  ; and  a 
reference  to  the  letter  of  Colonel  G lover,  with  which  our  readers  are  al- 
ready fmiiliar,  Mir. \u>.  October  22,  1776,’’)  th*w-  i-j  an  ample 
Confirmation  of  each  <>f  the  statements* — the  Colonel  erroneously  stated 
tli -t  the  Royal  Army  was  niowl  from  New  UochelU*,  on  Sunday,  the 
twenty  seventh  of  October,  iustaad  of  on  Friday,  the  twenty-fifth  of  that 
month,  audso  continue  1 to  !>«■  two  days  too  lute,  in  each  of  It  is  subsequent 
statements;  but,  in  all  «ddc,  1 » i -*  statements  of  the  movement  of  General 
Howe  of  the  discovery,  bv  General  Lee.  of  the  purpose  to  cut  him  oft 
from  the  main  laxly  of  the  Army  ; .f  the  consequent  dtlonr  of  the 
column,  into  the  Dobbh’s-ferry  road;  of  its  forced  night-march  ; and  of 
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At  length,  all  the  neco^surv  prepar.-abus-s  having 
been  com j 1 , early  in  the  morning  of'  Monday,  '■ 
the  twenty-eighth  of  Oetobcr.  the  Royal  Army 
struck  its  tents,  in  the  encampment,  at  Scan-Gale, 
which  it  had  occupied  since  the  preceding  Friday; 
and,  in  two  columns,  right  in  front,  it  moved  towards 
the  White  Plains. 1 The  right  column,  which  was  i 
composed  mostly  of  British  troops,  was  commanded 
by  Lieutenant-general  Sir  Henry  Clinton  ; - the  left 
column,  with  whom  was  General  Howe,1  was  com- 
posed mostly  of  German  troops,  and  was  commanded  ; 
by  Lieutenant-general  Heister. 4 

The  American  pickets  were  driven  in,  by  the  Light 
Infantry,  of  the  riche  column,  and  by  the  Chsss-urs, 
of  the  left  column;5  and  when  the  moving  columns 
reached  IJart’s-corners — now  known  by  the  name  of 
Hartsdale — they  encountered  a body  of  New  England 
troops,  composed  of  a “ part  of  General  Wadsworth’s 
“ Brigade,  with  some  other  Regiments,” 0 the  whole! 
under  the  command  of  Major-general  Spencer,7  and 
numbering  not  far  from  twenty-six  hundred  Officers 
and  eif’ective  men,-  whom  General  "Washington  had 

i fs  arrival  at.  the  White  Plains,  at  ten  o'clock  on  the  following  morn- 
ing, were  in  entire  lmnnony  with  what  was  stated  by  the  British  Officer,  j 
through  The  AR’dlcsex  Journal. 

1 General  ll-ave  to  Lord  George  Germaine,  “ New-YohK,  30  November,  i 
“1776  [Hall's]  History  of  the  Civil  UW  /.*  America,  i.,  2o7  ; tstedman’s  j 
History  of  the  American  War,  i.,  212;  Gordon's  History  of  the  American 
Revolution)  ii.,  340;  Marshall's  Life  of  Gc»rga  Washington,  ii.,  503  ; etc.  j 

2Sauthier*s  Rian  of  the  Operations,  etc.;  Stedman’s  History  of  the  I 
American  l! jo*,  i.,  '12  ; etc. 

3 Stcduian's  Jhetory  of  the  American  War,  i.,  212  ; Marshall’s  Life  of  j 
George  Washington,  ii.,  503  ; etc. 

* General  llmr  ■ to  Lord  George  G rniaine,  “ Nkw-York,  30  November,  ! 

1770  Santhtor's  Plan  of  the  Operations,  etc.  ; Gordou  s llist  ary  of  the  1 

American  Revolution,  ii.,  340  ; etc. 

Very  singularly,  Mar  . hall.  (Life  of  George  Washington,  ii.,  503,)  stated  | 
that  the  left  column  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant-general  Knvphausen, 
who  had  not  left  the  Second  Division  of  German  troops,  whom  he  com-  j 
nmnded,  which  was,  then,  at  New  Rochelle. 

5 General  Ho  we  to  Lord  George  Germaine,  4*  New-}  ouk,  30  November,  ; 

4 177i-  [Hall’s]  History  of  the  Civil  Mg;*  in  America  ^ i..  2o"  ; .Stedman’s 
History  of  the  American  ll’ar,  i.,  212  ; Marshalls  Life  of  George  Washing 
ton,  ii.,  5h3 ; etc. 

G Extract  of  a letter  from  a Gentleman  in  the  Anny,  dated  “Ca.mp  nf,ar  I 
“tiie  Mills,  about  three  mit.ks  Norik  of  White-Plains,  November 

1,  1776,”  re-printed  in  Force’s  American  Archives,  “V.  iii.,  473,  : 
474. 

We  have  learned  from  the  Returns  of  the  Killed,  JPwrj  led . awl  M-sing,  j 
oil  that  day,  of  R>  ."dne-nts  who  arc  known  r , hav«  Likert  no  part  what  ; 
<ve;  in  the  Rib-p-ment . a-tion  on  Ohnlt*-'  nm*  ‘-hili , of  what  JL- giro  cuts  1 
that  force  who  met  the  King's  near  Hart'sconieis  is  com-  ! 

I used : it  contained  the  Regiments  commanded  by  Colonels  Silliman, 
Si-Men,  Sago,  and  Douglass— -the  latter  commanded  by  Li  -uieiiant-colo-  | 
pel  Arnold — all  of  them  of  the  Brigade  commanded  by  Gem-nil  \\  ads-  1 
worth;  the  Regiment  commanded  by  Colonel  Chester,  of  tlm  Brigade 
commanded  by  Colonel  Sargent ; the  Regiments  commanded  by  Colonels 
Baldwin,  Douglass,  and  Lieutenant-colonel  Klv,  of  the  Brigade  com- 
manded by  General  Niltonstall  ; and  the  lb  giments  command.*  I by 
Colonels  II  dinun  and  Smith,  of  the  Brigade  commanded  by  General 
Fellows.  All  these  made  Returns  of  Casualties  sustained  by  them,  on  that  , 
occasion  : how  many  other  Regiments  there  were,  whose  bush  t illness  j 
forbade  the  making  of  any  Returns,  we  have  not  ascertained. 

^ Letter  from  a Gentleman  in  the  Army,  “Camp  NEAR  THE  Mil. US,  ABOUT  \ 
44  THREE  Ml  I.K5  NoitTH  OF  Wll  ITF.-Pl.  A I NS,  November  1,  1 V 7 » * ; Mem • ; 
oir  of  Cid>>nel  lU-ummin  Tullmadye,  prepared  by  himself,  at  the  request  of 
his  children,  13  ; etc. 

* We  are  not  insensible  of  the  fact  that  “a  Gentleman  in  the  Army,”  ! 
from  whose  letter,  dated  “Camp  near  the  Mills,  \h--i  t tiikf.f.  miles  ! 


-ont  out,  to  lioh.1  the  enemy  in  cheek.  These  were 
posted,  advantageously,  “ on  the  old  York  road.’"  it  is 
said;0  and  it  is  also  said  that  when  the  left  column  of 
the  Royal  Army  “had  advanced  within  musket-shot 
“of  our  troops,  a full  discharge  of  mu-k*  try  warned 
“ them  of  their  danger.  At  first,  they,”  [the  ffeesiant,] 

“ fell  back  ; but,  rallying  again,  immediately,  and  the  ” 
[right]  “column  of  British  troops  having  advanced 
“upon  our”  [General  Spencer’s]  “left,  it  became  nec- 
essary” [for  ft  ini']  “to  retire;”1"  taking  the  opportu- 
nity, “occasionally,”  to  form  behind  the  stone  walls, 
on  the  line  of  his  retreat,  and  to  annoy  those  who 
pursued  him  11 — it  has  been  said,  however,  that  the 
flight  of  that  large  detachment  was  hastened  by  t lie 
appearance,  on  its  front,  of  the  British  Light  Dra- 
goons; and  that  the  retreat  was  not  such  an  one  as 
reflected  credit  on  its  discipline, -as  soldiers,  or  on  its 
bravery,  as  men.13  A large  portion,  if  not  the  whole, 
of  the  detachment,  terror-stricken  and  without  any 
appearance  of  order,  sought  “ the  ford” — a shallow 
portion  of  the  Bronx-river,  apparently  a short  distance 
below  the  present  railroad-bridge,  between  Hartsdale 
and  the  White  Plains — closely  pursued  by  Colonel 
Rail,  with  the  Brigade,  composed  of  the  Regiments 
of  Lossberg,  Knyphausen,  and  Rail,  whom  he  com- 
manded;11 and,  having  passed  the  little  stream,  the 
cowardly  fugitives  found  refuge  in  the  neighboring 

“North  of  White-Plain*,  November  1,  1776,”  we  have  already  made 
extracts,  .-dated  that  the  command  of  General  Spencer,  on  the  occasion 
under  uotiee,  “ consisted,  in  the  whole  of  five  or  six  hundred  men  ;”  but, 
ou  the  third  of  November,  five  days  after  the  engagement,  the  same 
Detriments  reported  n aggre-Mito  strength  of  four  thonaund,  sevcu  hun- 
dred, and  ninety-six,  of  whom  five  hundred  and  sixty  Officers,  non-com- 
missioned Officers,  and  Musicians,  aud  two  thousand  and  se'outy-six 
Private*  “fit  for  duty,”  wore  present.  (General  Return  of  the  Army 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  November  3,  177G.)  We  have 
determined,  therefore,  that  the  effective  strength  of  the  Regiments,  on 
the  occasion  under  notice,  before  they  were  met  by  the  en  my,  was  not 
far  from  tw*-nty-six  hundred  men,  as  we  1 avo  said  in  the  t-  xt. 

Lieutenant  colonel  Tench  Tilgliman,  one  of  the  Aides  of  General 
Washington,  in  a letter  to  his  father,  dated  “ White-Plains.  3i>t  Octo- 
44  her,  1776,”  said,  “On  Monday  morning  we  rec1  Informati.u  that  the 
44  Enemy  were  in  Motion  and  in  March  towards  our  Lines,  all  our  Men 
“ were  immediately  at  their  Alarm  Postsand  about  2<\X)  det ache-1  to  give 
“ the  Enemy  as  much  annoyance  as'possible  ou  their  approach and 
Brigade-major  Tallmudge,  of  the  Brigade  commanded  by  General  Wads- 
th,  himself  pt  ent  tind ’a  participant  in  tl  iff  it 
• n l I d • - 1 [/,  1 • 1 - i d e - 

ta chinout  of  or  3i*00  nun;"  Loth  of  wh;  dc  sHuteinents,  from 

those  who  were  entipdv  compel-.  nt  to  make  them  with  ac:rracy,  go  far 
to  confirm  what  we  have  more  definitely  staff'd  in  the  text. 

fi  Memoir  of  Colonel  iJeifimin  Ta!!madg> , prepared  by  hiruseif,  13. 

1°  The  some,  13,  14. 

B The  hue,  14. 

I- Gordon**  History  of  ftir  American  R ridntion,  ii.,  3-10,  34-1.  343. 

13  Brigade-major  Tallmadge's  description  of  the  retreat,  leaves  no  room 
for  questioning  the  accuracy  of  our  stab-mont,  in  the  text. 

14  Lt  was  that  Brigade,  conmiand«*d  by  the  same  Colonel,  Kali,  who 
was  captured  at  Trenton,  in  the  following  December;  and  we  have  as- 
certained the  Regiments  of  whom  it  w as  coni|K>*ed,  from  the  desjvuteh  of 

General  Howe  to  Lord  rgc  Germaine,  dated  “New-York,  Deceinl*er 

44  2i>,  1776,”  announcing  that  disaster  to  the  Royal  Army,  to  the  Home 
Government. 

In  the  despatch  of  General  Washington  to  the  Congress,  dated 41  Ilr.Atv- 
“ ou  a hteus,  Newtown,  27th  • mb«r,  1776,”  the  Regiment  of  L>  ^s- 
l*erg  is  culled  the  Regiment  < f Landspatch.  We  have  preferi'vd  to  follow 
General  Howe,  our  authority,  in  tlii-  instance. 
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hills  of  Greenhtirtrh,*  1 and -wero  roporU-d  aiimn^  thu 
“Missing,”  which,  in  that  Army,  too  often,  miordt’d 
a resting-place  for  the  name  and  the  fame  of  a cow- 
ard and  poltroon.2 *  In  the  instances  now  under  con- 
sideration, many  of  these  bashful  New  Knglanders 
purged  themselves  of  some  portion  of  the  reproach 
produced  by  their  cowardice,  by  returning,  as  they 
found  opportunities,  in  small  parties, to  the  Camp, 
at  the  White  Plains,’ exemplifying  the  truth  of  the 
old  couplet: 

“He  who  fights  and  runs  away, 

“Will  live  to  fight, another  day;” 
while  their  Hessian  pursuers,  prob  ably  checked  in 
their  further  progress  by  their  discovery  of  the  troops 
on  Chatterton’s-hill,  of  whom  the  reader  will  learn 
more,  hereafter,  occupied  a position  on  the  high 
ground,  westward  from  the  Harlem  Railroad,  between 
Chatterton’s-hill  and  the  present  railroad-station,  at 
Ilartsdale. 4 * 

An  amusing  incident  connected  with  that  disgraceful 
retreat  of  General  Spencer’s  command,  w as  related  by 
Major  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  then  Brigade-major  of 
General  Wadsworth’s  Brigade  and,  himself,  one  of  tire 
fugitives — subsequently  better  known  in  connection 
with  the  detention  of  Major  Andre.  Alter  having de- 
scribed  the  retreat  of  the  detachment  of  Americans 
and  the  pursuit  by  the  Brigade  of  Hessians,  the  rush 
of  the  former  for  the  ford  and  the  anxiety  of  the  fu- 
gitives to  pass  the  river,  he  said,  “ They,”  [the  Amer- 
icans,] “ immediately  entered  the  river  and  ascended 
“the  hill;  while  i,  being  in  the  rear  and  mounted  on 
“ horseback,  endeavored  to  hasten  the  last  of  our 
“ troops,  the  Hessians  being  then  within  musket- 
“shot.  When  I reached  the  bank  of  the  river,  and 
“ was  about  to  enter  it,  our  Chaplain,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
“ Trumbull,  sprang  .up,  behind  me,  on  my  horse,  with 
“such  force  as  to  carry  me,  with  my  accoutrements, 
“ together  w ith  himself,  headlong  into  the  river.  This 
“so  disconcerted  me,  that,  by  the  time  I reached  the 
“opposite  bank  of’ the  river,  the  Hessian  troops  were 
“about  to  enter  it,  and  considered  me  their  prisoner,” 
in  which,  however,  they  reckoned  without  their  host, 
since  he  watched  for  an  opportunity,  and  escaped,  by 


way  of  what  have  been  more  recently  known  ns 
“ the  Mill-lane ” and  the  road  to  Dobbs’s-fcrrj , con- 
veying to  General  Washington,  at  Head-quarters, 
information  of  the  situation  of  the  troops,  on  the  op- 
posite bank  of  the  river.-* 

On  the  left  of  the  line  of  march  of  the  Royal  Army 
and  on  the  western  bank  of  the  Bronx-river,  which 
flowed  through  a marshy  valley  of  some  extent,  at  its 
base, arose  the. bold  and  rockj  height  which  was  known, 
then,  and  is  still  known,  as  “ Chattcrton’s-hill."  It  is 
one  of  the  range  of  high  grounds,  on  the  western  side 
of  the  Bronx,  on  which  the  line  of  entrenched  en- 
campments had  been  thrown  up  by  detachments  from 
the  American  Army,  the  latter  then  occupying  the 
Heights  of  Harlem,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the 
enemy  from  crossing  the  Bronx  and  closing  the  line 
of  communication  between  the  Army  and  the  coun- 
try— the  same  line  of  defensive  works,  indeed,  which 
subsequently  covered  the  retreat  of  the  Army,  from 
Harlem  Heights  to  the  "White  Plains— audit  extended, 
northwardly,  to  within  a short  distance  from  the 
American  lines — the  latter  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
little  stream  and  of  the  marshy  intervale — and  really, 
to  some  extent,  it  commanded  the  right  and  centre  of 
them.6  It  had  been  occupied,  and  an  earthwork  of 
small  pretensions  had  been  thrown  up,  on  it,  prob- 
ably by  the  Regiment  of  Massachusetts  Militia,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  John  Brooks,  then  of  General 
Lincoln’s  Division  and  subsequently  Governor  of 
Massachusetts ; 7 aud,  on  the  morning  of  Monday,  the 


5 ATemoir  ef  GLaiel  Benjamin  Talbnadgc,  prepared  by  himself,  L4. 

6 Our  personal  knowledge  of  the  ground  is  our  authority  for  this  de- 
scription of  it. 

Stedman,  in  his  History  of  the  American  War,  (f.,  214,)  attempted  to 
qualify  that  fact — “it  rose  so  gradually  from  the  Bronx,'*  he  said,  “ that 
“ its  crest  was  not  within  random  cannon-shot,  as  was  proved  by  many 
“of  our  Battalions  lying  upon  it,  on  their  arms,  the  whole  evening  after 
“the  action  ; — hut,  nevertheless,  those  who  know  the  entire  ground, 
composing  Chattcrton’s-hill  and  its  dependencies,  will  fully  sustain  us, 
in  what  we  have  said,  in  the  text,  on  that  subject. 

' Because  a portion  of  General  Lincoln’s  l»ivision,  with  all  of  that  of 
General  Spencer,  had  been  detached  from  the  main  body  of  the  Army, 
and  sent  forward,  with  orders  to  occupy  all  the  high  grounds,  between 
Yalentine’s-hill  and  the  White  Plains,  and  to  strengthen  them  with  en- 
trenchments ; and  because  the  ltegiment  commanded  by  Colonol  Brocks 
formed  a portion  of  one  of  the  Divisions  who  were  thus  detailed  to  occupy 
and  to  strengthen  those  high  grounds  ; and  because  \vc  have  not  found 


1 Indeed,  they  wore  among  those  hid  ’ as  soon  as  they  had  p.»-*ed  the 
Bronx,  at  the  ford ; and,  there,  they  found  safety,  for  a few  days,  as  we 
shall  see,  hereafter. 

Irving  facer  ion  *!y  remarked,  (Life  of  George  Washington,  ii.,  393,) 
they  “ scattered  themselves  among  the  hills,  but  afterwards  return.*!  to 
“ Iload-quarters.  ” 

- Ir  is  amusing  t<*  see  Connecticut-men  claim  that  these  poltroon,  were' 
those  who  fought  the  Battle  and  defended  Chatnrtuii'*  hill,  without 
alluding  to  any  other  troops,  unless  without  giving  them  credit  for  hav- 
ing done  any  thing  worthy  of  notice.  (Letter  frvin  u Gentleman  in  Vo 
Army,  “Camp  near  thk  Mills,  about  tiiukk  milf.s  X"itrH  h:**m  the 
“White  Plains,  November  1,1770;*’  HimuumN  viral  C.lVction,  i 
of  the  part  t>ik'  a hy  Connecticut , during  thr  11  nr  of  the  H^rol'dion,  ‘.'1  ; etc. 

3 Gordon's  of  the  American  Herolntion , ii.,  343  ; etc. 

■*  General  ]I  ir>  to  Lord  George  Germaine,  *•  New -York,  30  November, 

“ 177*);“  Suuthicr’d  Han  of  thr  Operations,  etc.  ; Hall’s]  I Hilary  of  the  ; 
Civil  War  in  America,  i.,  208  ; Gordon’s  History  of  the  American  Jievoln. 
lion , ii.,  340  ; etc.  ! 


a t >11  ■ l 1 IB 

' in  any  of.  the  ch-criptions  of  the  movements  of  troops,  at  any  time  pre- 
j vious  to  the  attack  on  Chatterton’s-hill,  by  t lie  Loyal  troops:  and  le- 
J cause  we  cannot  find  any  Order,  from  Head-quarter-,  tor  any  other  oc- 
' cupation  of  Chatterton’s-hill.  until  the  morning  of  the  tw*.*nty-e I .*•  th  - f 
1 October,  when  Colonel  Haslet,  with  hi-’ well-tried  comm  »nd,  was  ordered 
’ by  General  Washington  “to  take  possession  of  the  hill  beyond  our  lines 
; '‘and ‘the  command  of  the  Militia  Kegimcut  there  posted,”  (i  haul  Has- 
let to  General  Ilodnvy . “ November  12,  177*  ,")  when  a Begin. out  of  Militia, 

i wh'iKo  subsequent  conduct  clearly  identified  it  as  that  coiumai.dvJ  by  Col- 

onel Brooks,  was  found  in  possession  of  the  ground — all  these  reasons 

lead  us  to  the  conclusion  stated  in  the  text. 

Wc  are  not  insensible  that  words  employed  by  Colonel  Harrison,  in 

his  letter  to  the  President  of  the  Congress,  dated  “White-Plains,  29 
“October,  177f»,“  have  been  construed  to  tin  an  that  troops  had  been  sent 

down,  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-eighth  of  October,  “with  a view  of 
“ throwing  up  some  lin  *s,‘’  on  Chattortons-hill  ; and  that  the  biogra- 
pher of  Colonel  Ku fas  Putnam,  i .1/- »»«•»#•  of  (. •Laml  Hnfus  Putnam,  in  Hil- 

dreths Biographical  an  l tl.s!  nival  Afemoirs  of  the  Early  z»ett1»-rs  <f  Oh*>, 
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twenty-eighth  of  October,  General  Washington  or- 
dered Colonel  Harlot,  with  his  Ui  uimcnt  of  I lelaware 
troops,  and  General  MeHoiigal,  with  his  Brigade,  the 
latter  composed  of  the  Regiment  of  New  York  troops 
whom  he  had  formerly  commanded,  tin*  Ib-unm-nt  of 
the  same  Line  who  was  commanded  !,*.  Colonel 
Kitzema,  the  Regiment  of  Maryland  troops  whom 
Colonel  Smallwood  commanded,  and  the  Regiment  of 
Connecticut  troops  commanded  by  Colonel  Charles 
Webb,  to  occupy*  the  same  position.1 

It  appears  that  Colonel  Haslet’s  command  was  the 
first  of  the  reinforcements  to  reach  the  hill;3  and  it 
is  very  probable  that  it  was  either  that  Regiment  or 
that  commanded  by  Colonel  Rook*  «>r  doth,  together, 
on  the  summit  of  the  high  ground,  on  his  right,  which 
led  Colonel  Rail  to  check  his  He-sian  Retrimciits,  in 
their  pursuit  of  the  fugitive  New  Englanders,  and  to 
occupy*  the  position  on  the  high  ground,  nearer  to  ! 
llartsdale,  to  which  reference  has  l>  en  made, -whence 
lie  could  move,  if  such  a movement  should  becomeex- 
pedient,  on  the  right  flank  and  rear  of  whatever  force 
of  the  Americans  should  occupy  Chatterton’s-hill — a 
movement,  by  the  way,  since  it  was  evidently  made 
by  Colouel  Rail,  on  his  own  impulse,  which  reflected 
great  credit  on  the  military  abilities  of  that  subse- 
quently unfortunate  Officer.4 * & * * * * 11 * * 14 

While  Colonel  Rail  was  thus  engaged,  on  the  left 


C,4,)  has  stated  that,  on  that  morning,  that  Engineer  had  been  ordered  to 
that  hill,  to  superintend  the  construction  of  some  more  important  en- 
trenchments. Itut  there  is  nothing  inconsistent  with  either  of  these  i 
statements,  if  not  distorted,  in  what  we  have  writ  fen  Concerning:  the  1 
prohibit;  pre-occupation  of  ChaU-'rtoii  '-hill  by  the  Regiment  of  Mas.si- 
churetts  Militia  commanded  by  Colonel  John  Br-uks. 

It  is  very  evident  that  whatever  defensive  works  there -may  have  been 
on  the  hill,  at  the  time  of  the  engagement,  if  there  were  any,  they  af- 
forded no  shelter  for  the  men.—  {I.ict't-'nanl’Coljiul  Tifjhman  to  William 
Dicer,  “ He.xD-qiartfjrs,  White-Plains,  October  20,  L77<;.“; 

See,  also,  Lieutenant  colonel  Tiiyhnutn  l<>  hisjatlu  r , “ White-Plains,  31 
“October,  1776.” 

1 Colonel  If  i'let  to  General  Cxmolt  Rodney,  “ November  12, 1770  J‘*tnm* 
u f the  Hrij-ule  commanded  by  Gene  7 M J)<  -uy-tl,  November  2,  1770  ; etc. 

- (."'•/"lit-/  }[•  inlet  to  General  Cu  sar  Jhnlney,  tl  November  12,  177*5. ” 

As  tho  Delaware  Regiment  commanded  by  Colon  ! Hasb  f,  was  uf  the 
Brigade  commanded  by  General  Lord  Stirling,  and  was  ordered  by  G^u-  , 
«*r.il  Washington  “to  take  possession  of  tho  hill  and  the  command  of  j 
“ the  31  ilitia  Regiment  there  posted  ; which  was  done, “ of  which  there  ; 
lms  been  no  question  ; and  Since  the  Brigade  which  w.uf  commanded  bv 
• General  M Doiigal  subs*1  jmiHiy  moved  up  the  same  hRI.  which  no  on*- 
lias  ever  pr  fended  todeny.it  is  n<*t  evident  why  ("••!  *j:*?1  Carrington,  | 
</;  >Hb  - of  the  Amerie-i'i  II-  ciluthm,  2 J» ), ) w ithout  the  idi  :ht0st  authority  j 
to.  istain  him,  made  a special  attempt  to  belittle  Co’wiel  IIo>let,  indi-  ! 
vid:i.i My,  and  as  an  ritlicfi  — he  could  nut  belittle  his  tluCig-  imr  those  of  1 
Ids  command,  un  that  field—  because,  in  his  lb  [•< *rt  of  the  action,  tu  (ieu-  : 
<*ral  R -drtey — the  only  Report  from  an  actual  participant  in  the  affair,  j 
which  has  come  down  to  us — he  described,  in  detail,  his  own  and  his  I 
gallant  Regiment's  portions  cf  the  doings  on  that  historically  important 
occasion. 

3 “Colonel  Ilall  . . . took  possession  of  it,  with  great  alacrity,  to 

4i  the  approhuti' *n  of  Lieutemitit-general  Heister,  who  was acquainted  w ith 
“this  movement  by  Sir  William  Erskine,’’  the  Quart-Timed*  T-g’.nentl  of 
the  British  Army.— {Gene-.  I U--ice  t>>  Lord  G-  o >j-  Gc  n ine,  “ Nkw-Yurk, 

“ 3<>  >^veinlx.*r,  1776.”) 

If  will  l*e  seen,  fr<m  that  paragraph,  that  the  action  of  Colon-  1 Rail, 
in  thus  occupying  a position  on  tlie  right  Hank  of  the  Americans  who 
were  occupying  < liattertoiCs-hill,  received  the  favorable  notices  of  both 
the  British  and  the  German  Generals,  commanding  . we  shall  see,  here- 
after, how  important  that  acriou  was,  in  the  subsequent  engagement. 


of  the  enemy’s  line  of  march,  the  two  columns  con- 
tinueil  their  movements  toward  the  American  lines, 
“as  if  they  meant  to  attack  us,  there/’  as 
General  Washington’s  Secretary  subsequently  de- 
scribed ihc  movement  1 — indeed,  ‘General  Hoive  sub- 
sequently stated  that  “ an  assault  upon  the  enemy’s 
“right,  which  was  opposed  to  tie  Hessian  troops, 

“ was  intended.” 3 The  Army  was  formed,  evidently, 
fora  general  movement  on  the  right  and  center  of 
the  American  lines,  with  its  right  resting  on  the  road 
which  led  from  the  White  Plains  to  Mamaroneck, 
about  a mile  from  the  center  of  the  former,  and  its 
! eft  on  the  Bronx-river,  about  the  same  distance  from 
the  extreme  right  of  the  American  entrenchments  ; 
and  what  appeared  to  have  been  the  decisive  hour  in 
which  the  future  of  America  was  to  be  determined, 
by  the  arbitrament  of  arms,  had,  at  length,  been 
reached.  But  tho  bright  designs  of  God,  concerning 
America,  were  widely  different  from  those  of  men ; 
the  future  of  those  thirteen  new-born  members  of  the 
community  of  nations,  in  His  purposes,  was  not  de- 
pendent on  the  result  of  an  assault  on  the  improvised 
lines  of  defense,  on  the  high  grounds,  in  the  vicinity 
i of  the  White  Plains  ; and  the  powerful  arm  which  was 
already  uplifted  and  ready  to  strike  a crushing  blow 
on  that  which  ( *od  had  predestinated  for  other  ends, 
was  restrained  by  an  unseen  power,  a power  before 
which  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  all  his  Armies 
were  as  nothing,  by  the  same  power  which  had  re- 
strained the  same  arm,  uplifted,  at  Gravesend  and  be- 
fore Brooklyn,  at  Kip’s-bay  and  on  Throgg’s-neck — 
the  handful  of  American  troops,  on  the  summit  of 
Chatterton’s-hill,  a phantom  which  seemed  to  augur 
ill  for  the  left  flank  and  rear  of  the  Royal  Army, 
was  seen  by  General  Howe  ; the  further  advance  of 
the  main  "body,  toward  the  American  lines,  was 
stayed:  the  uplifted  arm  fell,  without  having  struck 
the  blow  which  was  intended  ; the  right  and  center 
of  the  American  line  remained,  unharmed;  and 
another  opportunity  for  the  determination  of  the 
great  dispute,  between  Great  Britain  and  America, 
was  lost,  never  to  he  be  regained. 

4 Colon* I Robert  II.  Il'rris..  lathe  P e>ide*it  of  the  Congress  t <l  Wiuvi:- 

“ Ri.vi.Nr,  22*  October,  177— ” 

& Speech  of  (le.a  . xil  //  -**  lj.  f Committee  •)/  the  H0U*C  Of  Can  ilonS, 

April  2*.),  177b — Almon‘s  1 -i*  li  a, unitary  Jh  ji.'ter , Fifth  Session,  Four- 
teenth Parliament,  xii.,  32-i ; Nun  Ui  t of  Lb  U n it  enrral  Sir  WUl 

lb 'ICC,  0. 

0 General  Howe  to  Lord  Geonje  Germaine,  “New-York,  30th  Nowm- 
“ber,  1776  ;*’  Sauthier's  Vlia.  <f  the  Operalitm*,  etc.;  Gordon's  History  of 
the  American  Revolution,  ii.,  3-10;  etc. 

Medina  n staled,  { llist ary  of  the  American  H’-ir,  i.,  214,)  that  “the 

“Right  wing  of  the  British  did  not  extend  beyond  the  center  of  the 
“ American  Army,  " which  is  in  harmony  with  what  General  Ilowe  had 
stated  concerning  the  distance  of  his  Bight  from  the  American  lin«*s — 

| he  referred  to  the  center . n ith. »ut  having  made  the.  -lightest  allusion  to 
j the  left,  where  General  Heath  was  posted,  Medniau  continued:  “That 
i “ part  of  the  enemy’s  position.”  [the  American  center,]  “did  not  seem  to 

“lie  considered:  all  the  attention  of  the  British  Commander  being  fixed 

14 on  another  part  of  the  fi  -ld  ” — as  we  have  already  seen,  “ an  assault 
“upou  the  Ameriean  right,  which  was  opposed  to  the  Hessian  troops, 
“ was  intended and  the  British  troops  were  to  have  been  spare*’,  for 
other  services,  elsewh.f. 


. 
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Tin-  force, on  tlie  -.uniruit  of  Cl>:iUerton’«-hitl,  which 
ha<l  thus,  ii'..'('ii>ihlc,  :irrv.'ti‘l  the  [iio^rc-.-  of  the 
Hoyjil  Army,  in  its  movement  nirainst  the  Right  n m 1 
Center  of  the  American  lines,  was,  of  course,  that  of 
whom  we  have  already  ma«le  mention — the  Rccrirnents 
commamleil,  respectively,  l»y  Colonels  Brooks  ami 
Haslet,  the  Brijr.'ule  commanded  by  General  McDott- 
gal  not  having  reached  die  hill;  ami  against  that 
small  force,  the  Hessian  Artillery,  from  the  Plain,  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  Bronx,  not  far  from  the 
present  railroad-station,  at  the  White  Plains,  opened 
a vigorous  tire,1  with  no  other  elfect,  however,  than 
the  wounding  of  one  of  the  Militia,  which  so  greatly 
alarmed  his  comrades  that  the  entire  Regiment 
“ broke,  and  lied,  and  were  not  rallied,  without  much 
“ difficulty.’’ 2 Soon  after  the  cannonade  was  com- 
menced, General  McDougal  and  his  command  reached 
the  hill-top;  and  the  command  of  the  entire  force  de-  ; 
volved  on  and  was  assumed  by  that  very  inexperienced 
Officer.  After  several  changes,  in  the  positions  oft  he 
several  Regiments,  the  line  was  formed,  with  the 
Regiment  of  Massachusetts  Militia,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Brooks,  sheltered  by  a stone  wall,  and  sup-  1 
ported  by  the  Regiment  of  Marylanders  commanded 
by  Colonel  Smallwood — the  latter,  the  remains  of  that 
fine  body  of  “ Maccatonies,”  so  called  by  the  New 
Englanders,  whose  gallant  conduct,  at,  the  Battle  of  , 
Long  Island,  had  won  the  admiration  and  sorrow  of  1 
General  Washington,  and  which  has  beeu  generally 
honored  in  history — on  the  extreme  right,  confront- 
ing Colonel  Rail  and  his  Brigade,  who  were  resting  on 
their  arms,  on  the  summit  of  the  adjacent  hill, 
further  to  the  southward.  On  the  left  of  the  Mary- 
landers, was  posted  the  Delaware  Regiment,  proud 
of  its  name  of  “ The  Blue  Hen's  Chickens,’  whom 
Colonel  Haslet  commanded  : the  remainder  of  Gen- 
eral McDougal’s  Brigade,  composed  of  the  First  llegi-  . 
numt  of  the  New  York  Line,  formerly  commanded  by 
Colonel  McDougal,  at  that  time,  by  one  of  its  Captains, 
whose  name  was  not  recorded  ; the  Third  Regiment 
of  the  same  Line,  commanded  by  Colonel  Rudolplms 
Ritzcma;  and  the  Regiment  of  the  Connecticut 
Line,  commanded  by  Colonel  Charles  Webb,  occupy- 
ing the  left  of  the  very  fee! de  line" — with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Regiment  commanded  by  Col  on  el  Brook', 
iio  portion  of  that  force  was  comps  -cd  of  Militia:  all, 
except  that  Regiment,  were  Continental  troops.1  The 


1 Til'jhman  to  William  Jjitcr,  “IIead-o1  \rteks, 
“ Wm rn- Plain's  October  20,  i7T<> the  same  to  f,i « father,  ‘•WiiiTt- 

Plains,  *il  October,  177*3 ; " Colonel  Robert  If.  Harris- n to  Gov-  m>>r 
Trumbull , “ White-Pi. ains,  November  2, 1770  : ” Cion el  Had- 1 to  Gen- 
eral Cits-ir  Rod  it*!/,  “ November  1*2,  177*/’’  ; etc. 

2 Colonel  II  id.  t to  General  C .c  .*ar  Rodney.  “November  12,  177b." 

3 Colon*  l Haslet  tr>  General  On uir  Rodney,  “November  12,  177*';" 

Captain  Hull’s  unpublished  Memoir  of  hi*  Reeolntiouary  >-  • < u **,  ‘pitted 

in  Campbell's  R-colufiouary  S i-  -■*  and  Qicd  Life  of  General  William 

Hull,  by  his  »Juughter,  54,  55  ; etc. 

* Colonel  Carrington,  (Rattles  of  the  American  Revolution,  240, ) was  at 
some  pains  to  introduce  Col<>.nel  Morris  Graham,  of  the  New  York  Mili- 
tia, anti  to  place  his  minie  where  it  would  appear  among  tlm-o  of  Colo- 
nels commanding  Uegimeuts  who  had  occupied  and  defended  Chattcrton'*- 
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Company  of  New-York  Artillery,  with  two  small 
lie  hi - pieces,  eon  mu  mb  d by  ( ’ apt  lin  A lexamler  Ham- 
ilton and  forming  a portion  ol  the  Brigade  com- 
manded by  General  McDougal,  was,  also,  present ; 
hut  history  has  not  recorded  the  name  of  the  Officer 
who,  then,  commanded  it.” 

The  cannonade  of  the  little  party,  on  Chatterton’s- 
liill,  was  continued  by  the  Hessian  Artillerists,  with- 
out cessation,  while  the  General  Officers,  it  is  said* 
assembled  in  Council,  without  having  dismounted; 
and  it  is  probable  that  the  noisy  demonstration,  so 
very  characteristic  of  Germans,  in  their  use  of  gun- 
powder, was  continued,  with  unabated  ardor,  until 
the  movement  of  their  companions  in  arms,  up  the 
steep  and  rugged  hill-side,  of  which  the  reader  will 
learn  mure,  hereafter,  obliged  the  gunners  to  suspend 
their  operations.7 

‘‘  Upon  viewing  the  situation,”  in  deference  to  the 


hill;  hut  no  other  writer  than  he  has  thus  honored  Colonel  Graham, 
himself  unworthy  uf  any  such  authorial  favor;  and,  besides,  Colonel 
Carrington  could  have  e;tsiiy  ascertained  that  Colonel  Graham's  com- 
mand was  si  portion  of  the  Brigade  commanded  by  General  George  Clin- 
ton, who  was  posted  ori  the  extreme  left  of  the  American  line,  not  far 
from  two  miles  from  Chatterton’s  hill. 

No  on  has  pretended  that  the  Adjutant-general  of  the  Army  was  on 
riuUterton's-hill,  on  that  eventful  Monday  ; bur  he  must  have  been  there, 
if  Colonel  Carrington  is  correct,  since  it  was  he  who  accused  Colonel 
Graham  of  cowardice,  on  whichColouel  Carrington  has  based" his  favor 
to  the  bashful  New-Yorker. 

•'  Tr  is  a notable  fact  that,  notwithstanding  all  which  has  been  written, 
in  those  latter  days,  of  the  great  services  of  that  Company,  of  which  con- 
temporary writer's  were  entirely  silent,  the  name  of  the  Officer  who  was 
in  actual  command,  on  Chattertou’s-hill,  was  not  mentioned  by  any  one, 
of  that  period,  who  wrote  concerning  the  Battle. 

There  is  a tradition  that,  a short  time  before  the  date  under  considera- 
tion. Captain  Hamilton  was  in  the  Cirv  of  New-York,  then  in  possession 
of  the  King's  Army  ; and  there  is,  certainly,  written  evidence,  over  his 
own  signature,  that  ho  was  in  the  same  City,  on  the  sixth  of  November, 
eight  daVs  after  the  Battle  : it  is  possible,  therefore,  that,  because  the 
command  was  not  in  the  official  commander,  on  the  occasion  un  ler  con- 
sideration, the  name  of  the  actual  commander  was  n -t  regarded  as  worthy 
of  being  recorded. 

6 “ I saw  their  General  Officers,  on  horseback,  assemble  in  Council.** 
— < I Ifaslet  to  General  Giesctr  Rodney,  “November  12.  1776.**) 

• There  is,  evidently,  considerable  exaggeration  in  what  was  written 
of  that  cannonade,  by  “a Gentleman  in  the  Army,"  in  his  letter,  already 
resorted  to,  dated  “Cam?  near  Titr.  Mills,  abort  thrlf.  mii.es  North 
“ > v the  IV jute  Plains,  November  1,  1 7 7 * '»  but  we  make  room  for  it. 
“ The  scene  was  grand  and  solemn;  all  the  adjacent  hills  smoked,  as 
“though  on  fire,  and  bellowed  and  trembled  with  a perpetual  cannonade 
“and  fire  of  field  pieces,  ln'vit/,  aud  mortars.  Tim  air  groaned 
“ with  streams  of  cannon  and  musk'  t-shot ; t lie  air  mid  hills  smoked  and 
“■echoed,  terribly,  with  the  bu  rsting  of  shells  ; the  iVnCoahd  walls  were 
| “knocked  down,  and  torn  to  pieces;  aud  men's  legs,  arms,  and  holies 
1 “mingled  with  cannon  ; ud  grape-shot,  all  round  us.  I was  in  the  ac- 
| “ tiou,  aud  under  as  good  advantages  as  any  oho  man.  to  observe  all  that 
“ passed,  and  write  these  particulars  of  the  action  from  my  own  observa- 
tion." 

I A very  near  connection,  by  marriage,  of  our  own  family,  then  living 
where  what  was,  lately.  Hall's  Tavern,  at  Hall  ^-corners,  now  known  as 
Klmsford,  on  the  road  h ading  from  the  While  Plains  to  Tarry t wn,  told 
us,  many  years  ago,  that  lu  heard  that  severe  cannonade,  and  saw  the 
smoko  occasioned  by  it,  and  very  clearly  remembered  it  : and,  ;is  may  lx* 
reasonably  suppose*!,  under  Mich  circumstances,  he  regarded  it  as  some- 
1 thing  more  than  ordinarily  terrible. 

: What  wo  have  said  concerning  the  extent  of  time  thus  occupied  by  the 

Itas-i  m Artillerists,  in  tlmir cannonade  of  the  Americans,  was  authorised 
1 bv  Colonel  Haslet,  in  hi*  letter  to  General  Ibxlney,  already  referred  to  ; 

by  Ounipbeirn  Revolutitniary  .S/nYe#  and  (aril  I.ifr  >f  General  William  Hull. 
| 54 ; etc. 


' 

■ 

. 

■ 

_ 

■ 

. 

' 

. 


2t54 


\V  KST( ' 1 1 KST E II  (JOU.N  T V. 


standard  military  maxim,  of  that  period,  which  re-  ; 
quircd  the  imim  iiate  removal  ■ >f  is  •■r\  th.  - _•  which 
might,  | I ! v,  ■ — 'p.: i'd, /.i-  a da*, v . r t !i*-  rear  of  a ; 
column,  no  m.ttri-r  how  in-i_rm  lirmir  it  n:i_dit  other-  I 
wise  he;  and,  undoubtedly,  with  the  eoneurroMec  of 
the  impromptu  Council,  of  which  mention  has  been 
made,  General  Howe  determined  to  dislodge  the 
Americans  who  had  occupied  Chatterton’s-hill,  before 
he  proceeded  further,  in  his  movement  juraiust  the 
main  body  of  the  American  Army,  then  within  its 
line  of  entrenchments,  and  awaiting  his  evidently  in- 
tended assault.  With  that  purpose  in  view,  the  main 
body  of  the  Koval  Army  was  ordered  to  rest  on  its 
arms,  on  the  Plain,  within  a mile,  and  in  open  sight, 
from  the  American  lines;  orders  were  issued  for  a ; 
Battalion  of  Hessians  to  pass  over  the  Bronx-river,1 
supported  by  the  Second  Brigade  of  British  troops,  . 
composed  of  the  Fifth,  Twenty-eighth,  Thirty-fifth,  j 
and  Forty-ninth  Regiments  of  Foot,  commanded  by  ; 
Brigadier-general  Leslie;  and  by  the  Brigade  of  Hes-  | 
sians,  composed  of  Linsing’s,  Mirigerode’s,  Len-  j 
gereck’s,  and  Koehler’s  Regiments  of  Grenadiers  and  J 
his  own  Regiment  of  Chasseurs,  commanded  by  Colo-  i 
nel  Donop — the  last  mentioned  Brigade  to  be  taken  ! 
from  the  right  of  the  Army,  where  it  had  been  posted 
— for  the  purpose  of  assaulting  the  position  on  Chat-  | 
terton’s-hill,  in  front;  and  Colonel  Rail  was  ordered  ! 
to  move  the  Brigade  which  he  commanded,  on  a j 
charge,  on  the  right  of  the  Americans,  simultane-  ■ 
ottsly  with  the  movement  of  the  Hessian  forlorn-hope  i 
and  its  supporting  parties,  on  their  front.2 * 


1 General  Howe  to  Lord  George  Germain »,  “New- York,  30  November,  j 

“1776.” 

General  Iiowe  did  not  state  which  particular  Battalion  of  Hessians  \ 
was  thus  employed  ; and  we  have  not  found,  in  any  of  the  contemporary  | 
authorities,  anything  which  throws  any  light  on  the  subject. 

Bancroft,  who  has enjoyed  unusual  opportunities  furacquiring  informa-  i 
tion  on  the  subject  of  the  German  mercenaries,  has  said,  (History  of  tin  j 
United  Stotts,  original  edition,  i.\.,131 ; centenary  edition,  vM  4 14,)  thut  that  ; 
forlorn-hope  was  composed  of  the  Lossbcrg  Battalion  ; but  if,  as  he  ha  j J 
conceded  ou  another  page,  that  Battalion  was  a portion  of  the  Brigade  | 
commanded  by  Colonel  Ita.II,  it  was,  already  on  the  western  bank  of  the 
Bronx,  and  in  position  ; and  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  it  would  have 
been  withdrawn  from  that  important  position  to  the  eastern  bank  of  the 
river,  by  way  of  the  ford,  and  then  moved  to  the  western  bank,  again, 
ata  place  where  the  depth  of  water  made  the  pas -age  much  more  difficult, 
as  a forlorn-hop*- ; while  it  could  have  act-  d as  such  a forlorn-hope,  had 
that  bean  dusif.d,  ly  simply  marching  up  tin-  Mill-lane,  un»l  climbing  up 
the  eide  of  the  hill,  w ith.^ut  the  unnecessary  labor  and  risk  of  passing 
and  re  passing  the  river. 

That  Battalion  of  Hessians  who  formed  the  forlorn-hope  continues  to 
bo,  to  us,  a subject  on  which  we  need  and  s^ek  for  further  information, 
especially  since  it  was  definitely  and  very  reasonably  state- 1 in  2 / - Annual 
)!r gifter  for  1776,  (History  of  Europe,  *l7s,)  that  it  whs  one  of  the  Bat- 
talions of  the  Brigade  commanded  by  Colonel  Donop  ; in  which  The 
Hinton/  of  the  Wnr  in  America,  Edit.  Dublin,  1770,  (i.,  DJo),  concurred, 
both  of  which  statements  ure  in  entire  harmony  with  our  own  conclus- 
ions, on  that  subject,  at  the  present  time. 

- General  Ho  ice  to  Lord  George  Germaine,  NEfV-Yi)RK,  30  November, 

“ 177‘i.” 

The  Regiments  of  which  the  Second  Brigade  was  composed  were 
named  in  General  Howe’s  despatch  to  Lord  <•  -rmnine,  above  mentioned, 
ami  iiMiie  Return  of  the  Killnl , Woumb  J,  etc.,  of  the  Brigade,  in  the 
tiou:  those  of  which  the  Brigade  commanded  by  Colonel  D«»nop  was  ; 
composed  may  be  seen  in  the  huuio  lie  turn,  us  well  os  in  the  Report  of  • 
the  distribution  of  the  Army,  made  by  General  lh-we. 


The  nppetirnnee  of  tlie  Royal  Army,  as  the  main 
body  was  thus  halted,  with  detachments  moving 
towards  the  Bronx,  for  the  proposed  assault  on  Chat- 
terton’s-hill, was  thus  described  by  an  eye-witness, 
himself  an  Ollieer  among  the  Americans  who  were, 
then, awaiting  the  assault  on  their  position  : “ Its  ap- 
pearance was  truly  magnificent.  A bright  autumnal 
“sun  shed  its  full  lustre  on  their  polished  arms;  and 
“ the  rich  array  of  dress  and  military  equipage  gave  an 
“ imposing  grandeur  to  the  scene,  as  they  advanced,  in 
“all  the  pomp  and  circumstances  of  War,  to  give  us 
“ battle ;”  and,  with  the  main  bodies  of  the  two  armies, 
each  resting  on  its  arms,  anxious  spectators  of  the 
scene,4  the  Battalion  of  Hessians  which  had  been 
designated  for  the  forlorn -hope,  in  the  proposed  as- 
sault, and  the  British  Regiments  who  had  been  de- 
tached for  its  support,  moved,  steadily,  toward  the 
Bronx,  in  front  of  the  hill,  on  their  mission  of 
death. 

It  is  probable  that  the  little  river,  where  the  as- 
saulting party  attempted  to  pass  it,  was  deeper  than 
elsewhere,  above  or  below  that  place,  as  it  has  been, 
during  the  entire  period  of  our  personal  knowledge  of 
the  locality  ; and  the  Hessian  forlorn-hope,  conse- 
quently, found  “some  diificulty  in  passing”  the 
stream;5  but  it  struggled  successfully,  and  evidently 
reached  the  opposite  bank  without  having  sustained 
any  loss,  the  Twenty -eighth  aud  Thirty-fifth  Regiments 
of  British  Foot,  followed  by  the  Fifth  and  Forty- 
ninth  Regiments  of  the  same  arm  of  the  service,  and, 
subsequently,  by  the  Brigade  of  Hessians  commanded 
by  Colonel  Donop.6  finding  “ a place  most  practica- 
“ ble” — probably  “the  ford,”  where  the  fugitive  New 
Englanders  and  their  Hessian  pursuers  had  passed 
the  river,  earlier  in  the  morning,  was  the  more  prac- 
ticable place  referred  to 7 — hastening  forward,  in  the 

:i  Captain  William  Hull,  quoted  in  The  R rolutu  aiary  Services  and  Cicil 
Life  of  General  William  Hall,  by  his  daughter,  5-1. 

Concerning  the  game  subject,  General  Heath,  who  was  on  the  opposite 
extremity  of  the  line  of  r ho  main  body,  wrote,  l Memoirs. 7$,)  ‘‘The  sun 
“shone  bright : their  anus  glittered;  and,  perhaps,  troops  were  never 
“shown  to  more  advantage,  than  these  now  appeared.” 

4 General  H are  t>  Lord  George  G>  rmnine,  “ New- York,  30  November, 
“1776;”  [Hall's]  History  of  the  Civil  Bur  in  America,  i.,  20S,  209  ; Gor- 
don’s Hilary  of  tie  American  Revolution , ii.,  311  ; Stedmaii’s  History  of 
the  American,  M , i.,  215;  etc. 

* General  Hare  to  /•  r,l  George  Germaine,  “Nch-York,  30  November, 
“ 1770.” 

See,  also.  The  Annual  !.’•  is  far  for  177  , Hi.- lory  of  Europe,  *173  ; His- 
lory  of  the  liar  in  .lnm-i,  Edit.  Dublin;  177'.»,  i. J 1 C«“>,  etc. 

c General  Hare  to  Lord  George  Germaine,  “ New-Yobk,  30  November, 

See,  also,  The  Annual  Register  for  1776,  History  of  Europe,  *173  ; etc. 

It  is  very  ; robable  that  it  was  that  accidental  separation,  of  the  K*  gi- 
nients  composing  the  sup;*>rt  of  the  Hessian  forlorn-hope,  and  the  cou>c- 
quent  assault  on  the  Americans  in  three  distinct  movements,  which  led 
Captain  Hull,  (in  Campbell's  Revolutionary  Services  and  Ci“il  Life  of 
Gen*  cal  William  Hull,  55, 1 to  suppose  the  ur->uult  had  been  originally 
Ordered  to  be  made,  in  that  manner. 

7 In  what  manner  the  assaulting  party  crossed  the  Bronx-river  has  been 
made  the  subject  of  the  speculation-  <*f  several  modern  writers,  led  and, 
probably,  inspired  by  the  un**  rupul-us  Juku  C.  Hamilton,  {History  of  the 
Republic  uf  tin-  United  Stabs,  i.,  143,)  wh  ) slid  the  Hessian  forlorn-hope 
“ refused  to  wade  the  tangled  stream  ; and  a temporary  bridge  was  begun’* 
and,  finally,  completed, — of  which  bridge,  ho  Mated  several  incidents. 
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order  in  which  wc  have  n.ijiicil  them,  tor  the  support 
of  the  shivering,  haif-ilrowiud  ( tcinmn.',  win*  were 
undoubtedly  waiting,  on  the  western  bank  of  lIh 
stream,  for  their  co-operation. 

When  the  movement  of  the  assaulting  party,  toward  , 
the  ford,  was  seen  from  the  summit  <*f  the  hill,  Colonel  j 
Haslet  applied  to  (.Mineral  .McHuugal  for  tile  two  field-  j 
pieces,  in  order  that  a lire  might  he  opened  on  the  j 
advancing  column;  hut  < itneral  McDougal  spared  j 
only  one  of  the  two  guns;  and  that  was  so  poorly 
appointed  that  the  Colonel  was  obliged,  personally, 
to  assist  in  dragging  it  along  the  rear  of  his  Urgiment, 
to  the  place  where  he  desired  to  post  it.  While  it 
was  being  thus  slowly  dragged  along  the  r*  ar  of  the 
line  of  Americans,  it  is  said  that  a slmt  from  the  Hes- 
sian guns  struck  its  carriage,  scattering  the  shot,  etc.,  j 
and  leaving  a wad  of  tow  blazing  in  the  middle  of  the 
debris.  With  the  exception  of  a single  mar.,  who  . 
“ was  prevailed  upon  to  tread  out  the  blaze  and  col-  j 
“ leefc  the  shot,”  “all  the  Artillery-men  tied,"  leaving  1 
Colonel  Haslet  and  the  field-piece  entirely  unsup- 
ported ; but  it  appears  that  some  of  these  later  fugi- 
tives returned;  made  a couple  of  discharges  on  the 
enemy;  and  then  retired,  “with  the  field-piece,”'  not 
to  be  seen  again,  until  after  they  were  securely  qriar- 


of  each  of  which  his  father's  Company  of  Artillery  ami  his  father  were, 
invariably,  the  principal  subjects. 

Such  a speculation  would  require  little  reflection,  in  order  to  show  its 
improbability  to  any  oik*  ; but  Lu.-riug,  [ftl'I-l-ok  of  the  !'•  r,,rn 
original  edition,  ii.,822;)  Irving,*  (Life  >f  tdorgi  Washington,  ii..  • : 
and  others  having  followed  that  loader,  and  repeated  his  errors.  Hut  1 
General  Hour's  despatch  to  Lord  George  G.iniaiue  left  no  r **  nt  fir  1 
doubtiug,  and  < I early  indicated  that  the  troops  forded  the  stream’  ; Sail  ; 
thier’s  vf  tin  Operations,  etc. , (the  British  official  Map, ' H*  urly  in  ; 

cheated  that  the  Koyal  troops  crossed  the  river  at  “ The  Ford,’’  designated 
on  the  Map Tin.  linn  of  tin'  Country  front  Frog's  Point  to  C"t  ' 

(General  W ashington’s  Map,)  did  the  same,  also  designating  the  “ F.  r!  ; 
The  Animal  Ifryish  )’  for  1TT*5,  (History  of  Kurope,  ITS,*)  dearly  under- 
stood the  river  was  forded;  stedman,  in  his  History  of  the  American 
1 Far,  (i.,  *21 1,  j said,  “ A part  of  our  left  wing  passed  the  ford,  which  w.ts 
“entirely  under  command  of  our  cannon;”  Sergeant  I.anib,  of  the 
Welsh  Fusi leers,  in  his  Journal  <>f  (terurrence*  during  the  Ir.tt  .Imcri  tn 
H * , i page  l /'v  *aid  the  entire  assaultin'.:  party,  whom  he  described,  in 
(!•"  ,il,  “ marched  down  and  crossed  The  ford  ; ” Doctor  Andrnw.-,  in  his 
History  of  the  Her,  (ii.,  stated  tile  assaulting  party  “ marched  down 
“to  the  ford,  ami  crossed  it;"  General  Heath,  an  eye-witness  of  the  ' 
movement,  stated,  in  his  M>  moirs,  (page  78,)  that  “a  part  of  the  l*  ft  col- 
“ u mu,  composed  of  British  and  Ib  ssians,  r *rd*  d tlie  river,”  etc 
Chief-junior;  MarsIi.iU,  ill  his  Life  of  '*'.-  -■/  Wash  n.jt,  .ii.,  with 
General  Wa.*dii:igb • papers  bi -fore  him.  dearly  km-w  nothing  • i any 
bridge,  constructed  by  the  K<*yal  Army:  and  Doctor  Sparks,  also  with 
the  papers  of  General  Washington  before  him,  in  his/, of  ii-  q. 
Washington,  (page  1 after  having  describe. I all  the  troops  win*  had  j 
been  ordered  to  make  the  assault,  said,  “ they  forded  the  Bronx,  and 
“ funned  in  good  order  on  the  other  side  and  we  prefer  to  follow  our  , 
own  cons  ictiiHis,  that  no  bridge  was  constructed  by  the  Loyal  Army,  on 
that  occasion,  especially  rinco  those  well-*  .'iisidercd  convictions  ar*1  s<*  j 
amply  sustained  bv  such  unquestionable  authorities. 

With  the  story  of  the  bridge,  other  similarly  groundless  stories  fur  ! 
which  that  phantom  bridge  had  afforded  foundations,  notwithstanding  | 
the  effect  with  which  they  have  been  related  by  their  inventor,  also  van- 
ish as  the  reader  will  shortly  see. 

_ • I 

* 

*Mr.  Irving,  Huhs4Mpieutly,  explained  to  us,  personally,  how  he  had 
fallen  into  tin*  error  ; and  requested  us  f • » pay  no  respect  to  the  erroneous  j 
statements,  contained  in  ids  work,  concerning  them. 
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(.‘red,  with  the  main  body  of  the  Army,  within  the 
lines,  on  tlu*  other  side  of  tin*  river.  ! 

The  Twenty-eighth  and  Thirty-fifth  11.  Am  uts  were 
the  first  portion  of  the  supporting  party  who  succeeded 
in  crossing  the  river;  - and  they  moved  from  the  ford, 
along  the  road  which  lues  more  recently  been  known 
as  “ The  Mill-lane,”  extending  between  the  base  of 
Chatterton’s-hill  and  the  bank  of  the  Bronx,  until 
they  had  reached  a point  which  was  opposite  to  the 
right  of  the  American  line,  on  the  top  of  the  hill, 3 
when  they  faced  to  the  left  and,  with  the  shivering 
Hessians  on  their  front,  they  climbed  up  the  steep 
and  rugged  hill-side,  in  good  order  and  with  the  great- 
est steadiness, 4 the  fire  of  the  Hessian  Artillerists,  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  at  least  that  portion  of 
it  which  was  directed  against  the  American  right, 
having  been  suspended,  in  order  that  they  might  not 
be  exposed  to  unnecessary  danger. 3 

On  that  portion  of  the  American  line  which  was 
exposed  to  that  assault,  on  its  front,  as  well  as  to  the 
movement  of  the  Hessian  Brigade  commanded  by  Col- 
onel Ball,  who  had  been  ordered  to  charge  on  its  right 
flank,  simultaneously  with  the  movement  on  its  front, 

1 Colonel  Haslet  to  General  Citsar  Rodney,  “ November  12,  1770.” 

Among  the  creations  of  John  C.  Hamilton’s  very  abb.  but  very  un- 
scrupulous pen  was  one,  based  on  trie  story  of  the  bridge  which  we  have 
already  noticed,  concerning  the  Artillery  Company  of  which  his  father, 
Alexander  Hamilton,  was.  the  Captain,  and  what  he  assumed  to  have 
been  the  wonderful  services  of  that  Company,  uu  the  occasion  now  under 
uoficc. 

As  we  have  already  stated,  (ride  page  2H3,  ante,)  there  are  very  grave 
doubts  concerning  Captain  Hamilton’s  presence,  with  the  Company,  on 
Fhattorton’s-hUl,  on  the  eventful  day  of  the  Hattie;  and  it  is  of  ques- 
tionable'propriety,  therefore,  to  identify  him  with  the  shortcomings  of 
his  command,  so  graphically  portrayed  by  Colonel  Haslet,  in  his  letter 
to  General  Koduey,  to  which  we  have  referred,  in  the  text— shortcom- 
ings which  were  certainly  such  as  relic'  ted  nothing  else  than  disgrace 
on  both  the  body  of  the  Fompany  and  the  Officer  who  was  in  com- 
mand, on  that  occasion,  whomsoever  lie  may  have  been 

Generals  Washington,  Howe,  Cornwallis,  llobertson,  and  Heath,  and 
Captains  Harris  and  Hall,  all  of  whom  witnessed  the  action  and  de- 
scribed it,  and  Gordon,  Stedman,  Marshall,  aud  Sparks,  all  of  them 
standard  historians,  whose  advantages  for  acquiring  accurate  informa- 
tion wore  in  nowise  neglected,  were  uniformly  and  rigidly  rile  a*  on 
the  subject  of  the  alleged  services  of  Captain  Hamilton’s  Company  of 
Artillery;  while  the  adverse  testimony  of  Colonel  JIasler,  which  we 
have  stated  in  the  text,  supported,  in  a great  measure  by  that  of  Cap- 
tain Hull,  tin?  lufrer  concerning  the  other  of  the  two  pieces  and  those 
who  manned  it.  on  the  extreme  left  "f  the  line,  (FampbdF-  The  Rev- 
olutionary >0*7  • ' and  Cit'd  Life  of  G neml  Willuun  7 * l,)  leave* 

nothing,  on*  .-rning  that  F».mpany,  on  that  occasion.  ?•*  • 1 i h the 
admirers  of  Alexander  Hamilton  can  refer,  with  any  pleasure,  the  pre- 
tensions of  his  .-'ii,  to  which  we  have  referred,  to  the  C"Ut:r,ry  not- 
withstanding. 

- General  Howe  to  Lord  George  G err  mine,  “N'ew-York,  :J0  November, 
“ 1770  ;”  The  Annual  Register  for  1770.  History  of  Kurope,  ITS*;  History 
of  the  IF.ir  in  America,  Kdit.  Dublin  : iTTlk  i..  lOo;  etc. 

3Niutliier’s  VI  an  of  the  < ipernthms  if  the  King's  Army,  etc. 

General  Heath,  an  eye-witness,  said,  that,  after  they  had  “forded  the 
“river,”  they  “ marched  along,  under  the  cover  of  the  hill,  until  they 
“hud  gained  sufficient  ground  to  the  left  of  the  Americans,  when,  by 
“facing  to  the  left,”  etc. — (Memoir*,  7S.) 

* General  Howe  Lord  George  Germaine , 11  New- York,  3d  November, 
“ 1770;”  The  Annual  Register  for  1770,  History  of  Kurope,  17*'*  ; etc 

General  Heath,  who  witnessed  the  movement,  said  that,  “by  facing 
“to  the  left,  their  column  became  a liue,  parallel  with  the  Americans, 
“ whou  they  briskly  ascended  the  hill.  . . . — (.V*  m>  irs,  78.) 

5 Memoir * of  General  llmth,  78,  7'J. 
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were  posted.  as  we  have  already  .stateil,  the  Regiment  of  I 
M:is-,aelui'  t!s  Militia  cm  maud.  d bv  ( V>!on  1 |’, rooks,  I 
sheltered  behind  a stone  wail  arid  'ii|. parte  ! bv  the  re- 
mains of  the  Maryland  Regiment  eounmnded  bv  < ’ol-  1 
onel  Smallwood.1 * *  and,  probably,  by  the  Thbd  R>-gi- 
ment  of  New  Yorkers  commanded  by  ( 'olonel  Ritzc- 
m.i ; * and,  against  these,  the  two  assaulting  parties  ' 
simultaneously  directed  their  overwhelming  power.  I 
There  was  no  Artillery  to  hurl  destruction  on  eith  r | 
of  the  assailants:  since,  by  that  time,  tin*  Delaware  \ 
Regiment,  immediately  on  their  left,  was  confronted 
by  the  Fifth  and  Forty-ninth  Regiments,  who  had 
also  crossed  the  river  and  were  climbing  the  hill-side, 
“zealous  to  distinguish  themselves,"  there  was  no 
support  for  the  hard-pressed  “ Maccaronis  ” and  their 
New  York  comrades:  and  nothing  else  than  their 
own  resolute  wills  and  their  strong  arms  and  their  not 
generally  trusty  and  always  ill-supplied  muskets  were  | 
there,  to  support  those  less  than  eleven  hundred  Offi-  | 
cers  and  Privates  in  their  approaching  struggle  with  j 
two  well-disciplined,  well-armed,  well-commanded  \ 
British  Regiments,  besides  the  Hessian  forlorn-hope,  j 
on  their  front,  and  three  equally  well-disciplined,  i 
well-armed,  and  well-commanded  Hessian  Regiments, 
on  their  right  flank. 

It  is  recorded  th:tt  the  Regiment  of  Militia,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Brooks,  notwithstanding  the  shel- 
ter afforded  by  the  stone  wall,  “ tied  in  confusion, 
“without  more  than  a random,  scattering  fire;”:l 
leaving  the  Marylanders  and  New-Yorkers,  alone  and  j 
unsupported;  and  it  also  recorded  that  these  last-  j 
named  Regiment,  advanced  to  the  brow  of  the  hill,  I 
meeting  their  assailants,  and  throwing  on  them,  while  j 
they  were  climbing  the  hill-side,  an  effective,  plung-  j 
ing  fire,  compelling  them  to  fall  back. 4 But  the  j 
retreat  of  the  Militia,  to  whom  appears  to  have  been  i 
assigned  the  part  of  holding  Colonel  Rail  in  check,  | 
having  entirely  exposed  the  right  flank  of  the  two  J 
Regiments  to  the  charge  of  his  Brigade,  while  the  j 
three  Regiments  of  British  and  Hessian  troops  who  j 
were  climbing  up  the  eastern  face  of  the  hill,  not-  [ 
withstanding  the  check  which  they  had  sustained,  ’ 
were  rallied  and  renewed  their  assault  on  the  front  of 
the  position,  the  conflict  was  too  unequal  to  be  long-  i 
sustained;  and,  not  withstanding  the  stubborn  bravery  • 
which- was  necessary  to  sustain  it,  with  such  great 
odds  against  the  Americans,  during  the  long  period  | 
of  not  less  than  a quarter  of  an  hour,5 *  the  two  brave  j 


1 Colonel  ILi<Ut  to  General  Cidar  Rodney,  “ November  1*2,  1776.” 

#Wo  have  found  no  mention  of  Hie  movement  of  the  Ilegiment  com- 

nm tided  by  Colonel  Kitzoma  for  the  (mp|*ort  of  the  .Regiments  com- 

manded by  Colonel  P.rooks  and  Smallwood,  on  the  right  of  the  line  ; 

but  it  is  reasonable  that  support  was  needed,  there;  and  there  is  gut 

isfactory  evi<b?nce  that  (Colonel  Itit/.oma  and  his  eonimaiid  irtre  really 
there,  during  lUMbtiom  ..m  o shall  not  stop  to  etnpiire  just  when  thej 

went  to  that  very  exv-K-d  position. 

:l  Cohnel  IfiUtte.f  fe'fJVjfsru/  Cxsir  Rodney,  44  November  12,  1776.” 

* Letter  to  a Gentleman  in  Ann  apolh*,  dated  “ WniTR*PLAINS,  October  2‘J, 

41  1770.” 

•>  “ After  a smart  engagement  for  al**»ut  a quarter  of  an  hour,  obliged 


Regiments  were  compelled  to  “ give-  way  ’’  * — they  fell 
baek,  lighting  as  they  went,  as  brave  men  would  be 
likely  to  do,  under  such  circumstances. 

But  the  action  on  Chatterton’s-hill  was  not  eou- 
fined  to  the  simultaneous  assaults  on  the  front  and 
right  thinks  of  the  Americans  who  occupied  it.  Very 
closely  after  the  Twenty-eighth  and  Thirty-tilth,  the 
Fifth  and  Forty-ninth  Regiments  also  forded  the 
Bronx;  and  moved  to  the  positions  which  had  been 
assigned  to  them,  respectively ; and  climbed  up  the 
side  of  the  hill ; 7 and  assaulted  the  position  which 
was  occupied  by  “ The  Blue  Hen’s  Chickens’’  — the 
Regiment  of  Delaware  troops,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Haslet — “ foemen  worthy  of  their  steel.”  That  Regi- 
ment numbered  very  few,  if  any  more,  than  three  hun- 
dred fighting  < tffieers  and  Privates  ; h and  yet,  single- 
handed — the  two  Regiments  on  its  right  were  already 
engaged,  with  assailants  on  both, their  front  and  Hank  ; 
and  the  First  New  York  Regiment  and  the  Regi- 
ment of  Connecticut  troops,  the  latter  commanded  by 
Colonel  Charles  Webb,  were  also  employed  in  oppos- 
ing Colonel  Donop’s  Brigade  of  Hessians,  who  were 
“ascending  the  height,  with  the  greatest  alacrity  and 
“in  the  best  of  order” — that  single  regiment  bravely 
sustained  the  attack,  until  after  the  Regiments  which 
had  covered  its  right  had  given  way,  when  “ part  of 
“ the  first  three  Companies  of  the  Regiment  also  re- 
“ treated,  in  disorder,”  with  considerable  loss.'5 * *  The 
left  of  the  Regiment,  however,  with  the  greater  num- 
ber of  its  Officers,  notwithstanding  the  retreat  of  the 
Regiments  on  its  right  and  that  of  its  own  three  Com- 
panies had  exposed  its  right  to  the  combined  assaults 
of,  at  least,  the  Hessian  Battalion  who  had  been  the 
forlorn-hope  and  two  of  the  British  Regiments  and 
Colonel  Rail's  entire  Brigade,  while  two  other  British 
Regiments  were  on  its  front,  fell  baek  only  far  enough 
to  occupy  “a  fence,  on  the  top  of  the  hill,”  a position 
which  it  continued  to  occupy  and  defend,  successfully, 
until  the  two  Regiments  which  covered  its  left  had 
also  given  way,  when,  it,  also,  “ retired,”  the  last  of 
the  Americans  who  remained  on  the  hill,  and  that 
resolute  force,  small  as  it  was,  who  held  hack  the  suc- 
cessful assailants,  then  eager  to  become  pursuers,  and 
covered  the  retreat  of  those  who,  then,  remained  of 
the  defenders  of  Chatterton’s-hill.11' 


41  our  TiH*n  to  give  wav  ” — i Colonel  Robert  H.  JLirruum  to  flic  Pi'eeid'.nt  «■/ 
tin  Cougresn,  u Wuitr-Plains,  October  20,  1776.") 

“After  a very  smart  engagement  for  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  th-  v 
%<  obliged  our  men  to  give  way." — (Colonel  AY/  rt  II.  If  trri-on  /■>  General 
Sehupler,  “ Wiiitr  Plain-,  November  1,  1776.") 

“The  Militia  Regiment  lb  I * * Colonel  Smallwood,  in  a quarter 
•‘of  an  hour  afterward*,  ga\c  way.  also." — {Colonel  Haslet  L>  GcndT^T 
Ggtar  Rtnlio-y,  **  November  12,  1776.") 

® Colonel  flatlet  to  general  C:r*ar  Rodney,  '*  N'»veinW*r  12,  1776.” 

' Gmerol  Home  to  I.ord  George  Germaine,  44  Nf.w- Y"ttK,  130  November, 
”1776;"  The  Annual  Register  for  1776,  History  of  Kit  rope } 17S*;  History 
of  the.  War  in  Arnei'ica,  Kdit.  lhiblin  : 177'J,  i.,  1 1 • ; etc. 

- Rttuma  of  the  Strength  of  the  ReylinonU  engaged,  etc.  (Vide  page  J*  », 
post.) 

0 Colonel  flatlet  to  General  Cn-ar  Rod  my,  “ November  12,  1776.” 

10 Cyhowl  Hamlet  General  ( ' *ar  /.'  Inoy,  “November  12,  1776.” 
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But  the  artiuii  was,  also,  not  cimfiiUMl  to  tin*  as- 
satill.-  on  nor  to  the  ileteiuvs  of  ilie  right  a ml  > finer  ot 
tin.'  Americans,  on  t!ie  top  of  that  notable  hill.  1 lie 
four  Regiments  composing  the  Brigade  coinmanded 
by  General  Leslie,  were  soon  followed,  ‘‘with  the 
“ greatest  alacrity  and  in  the  best  order,”  through  the 
river,  at  the  ford,  and  u j«  the  Mill-lane,  and  up  the  , 
eastern  face  of  the  hill,  by  the  Chasseurs  and  by  three,  : 
if  not  by,  four,  Regiments  of  Hessian  Grenadiers, 
composing  the  Brigade  coinmanded  by  Colonel 
Donop.1  In  front  of  these,  on  the  summit  of  the  hill, 
were  the  skeleton  First  New  York  Regiment,  formerly 
commanded  by  General  McDougal,  but  then  evidently 
without  Field-officers  and  commanded  by  one  of  its 
Captains  ; and  the  Regiment  of  Connecticut  troops 
commanded  by  Colonel  Charles  Webb,  very  little 
stronger  in  effective  men,  than  the  other;  and,  very 
probably-,  one  of  the  two  field-pieces  which  constituted 
the  armament  of  tiie  Company  of  New-York  Artillery 
of  whom  Alexander  Hamilton  was  the  official  com- 
mander— the  other  of  the  two  pieces,  as  the  reader  ( 
will  remember,  was  posted  on  the  extreme  right  ot 
the  line,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Haslet.*  All  j 
these  numbered,  in  the  aggregate,  not  many,  if  any.  j 
more  than  fuiir  hundred  fighting  Officer;  and  1 ri-  ■ 
vates;3  and,  with  their  only  piece  of  artillery  dis- 
mounted, evidently  before  the  assailants  commenced  i 
to  ascend  the  hill,4  and  without  any  support  or  defeu-  j 
sive  works,  it  is  scarcely  probable  that  much  was  | 
expected  from  so  feeble  a body,  in  the  face  of  so  j 
heavy  a body  of  assailants.  But  the  records  indicate 
that  all  those  of  the  two  feeble  Regiments  who  were 
present  on  the  field,  performed  their  duty  satisfueto-  j 
ri ly  to  the  Commander-in-chief; 5 and,  we  are  told 
that,  when  an  effort  was  made  by  the  assailants  to 
turn  the  left  of  the  line,  a detachment  from  Colonel  j 
Webb's  Regiment,  commanded  by  Captain  William 
Hull,  defeated  the  attempt,  with  spirit  and  prompti- 
tude, although  he  was  opposed  by  more  than  double 
the  number  of  his  own  command. 6 

1 General  Huice  to  Lord  Gentry*  Germaine,  4i  Nkw-Yokk,  '30  November,  i 
“177(5.”  The  Annual  Register  for  1770,  History  cf  Europe,  ITS  * ; Tin 
History  of  the  War  in  America,  Edit.  Dublin  : 1770,  105  ; etc. 

It  is  possible  th:i » one  of  die  Ib.gini-nTsoz'  that  Hrigudo  had  In-  n tie- 
tail*- i,  to  act.  a .j  the  forlorn -hope,  in  tic'  assiult,as  wc  have  u!r*  ady  stated 

-Vide  page  ‘-Co,  ante. 

$ JU  turns  of  /..v  Sic u'.jth  of-th-  ltcy!/ur  ■ ' ■ q etc.  (Vide  pa^c  — * »*•  *, 

P<*t.) 

4 Captain  Hull's  unpublished  .Vernon*,  quoted  in  Campbell's  Heroin - ( 
tionary  S-  m<:e>  an<l  Civil  Life  of  General  William  Hull,  54. 

As  the  fin*  of  the  Hessian  Arti) ’••fists  had  helm  suspended  when  the  , 
assailants  had  commenced  to  Aaceud  the  hill,  it  is  very  evident  that,  j 
when  Colonel  Donop,  the  last  to  reach  the  ground,  assaulted  tin*  left  ol  I 
the  American  lino,  there  was  no  artillery  on  th**  bill,  in  front  "f  him, 
mounted  and  effective. 

5 General  McDouguI  complained  of  i.Vdouel  Webb;  but,  in  General 
tiers,  General  Washington  stated,  41  Tlio  representation  made  of  ( Vdonel  1 
“ Webb's  Regiment,  yesterday,  by  Gen*  ral  McDougal,  appearing  to  be 
‘‘a  mistake,  an*!  that  they  kept  the  p«*-*t  assigned  them,  notwithstanding 
“a  severe  caniicQaJe,  the  General  takes  the  first  opportunity  to  make  ir  * 
‘‘knowi^  to  prevent  any  unfavorable  impression.”  — {General  tjrdtrn, 

" IIkak-i  autmi',  White  I’Lains,  October  J '.  1 7 7 • • * ‘ ) 

4 Captain  Hull's  unpublished  Memoir,  quoted  in  Cumphells  licv>dn- 
tionary  Service*  and  Civil  Life  of  General  It  dlmm  Hull , 55;  G"<  erm.r  I 


On  every  part  of  the  ground,  except  tlirwe  portions 
which  had  hfi  n occiij  .'-'i  In  the  Company  of  Xcw- 
Vork  Artillery  and  the  Regiment  of  .Massachusetts 
Militia,  the  battle  had  been  resolutely  sustained;7 
and  the  assailants,  in  more  than  one  instance,  had 
been  compelled  to  fall  hack;8  hut  the  opposing  forces 
were  so  unequal  in  their  strength  that  a successful 
occupation  of  the  liill  could  not  have  been  expected, 
by  any  one — indeed,  the  fact  that  the  entire  detach- 
ment was  not  cut  off  from  the  main  body  of  the  Army, 
and  captured  hv  the  enemy,  reflects  the  highest  honor 
on  those  who  occupied  the  hill,  and  fills  one  with 
wonder  and  admiration.  It  is  doubtful  if  any  who 
were  not  too  much  disabled  to  he  removed,  were  taken 
prisoners;  all  who  were  able  to  move  off  tiie  hill, 
moved  off,  by  the  left  flank,  by  way  of  the  road 
which  led  from  the  White  Plains  to  Dobbs’s  terry9 — 
they  moved  sullenly, 10  “ in  a great  body,  neither  run- 
“ ning  nor  observing  the  best  order,” 11 12  covered  by  a por- 
tion of  the  Delaware  Regiment — and,  having  crossed 
the  bridge  over  which  the  roadway  passed  the  Bronx, 
the  site  of  that  which  now  affords  a passage  over  the 
river,  near  the  present  rail  road -station  at  tiie  White 
Plains,  they  fell  in  on  the  rear  of  General  Beall’s 
Maryland  Flying  Camp,  which  General  Putnam  was 
leading  for  their  support,  on  the  hill ; 13  and  joiued  the 
main  body  of  the  Army,  within  the  lines. 

After  he  had  gained  possession  of  the  hill,  the  ene- 
my made  no  attempt  whatever  to  pursue  the  retreating 
Americans,  but  formed  and  dressed  his  line, 14  and 

Hro'l.s  to  tie  President  of  thr  Court  M.rtiul  for  the  trial  oj  General  Jlnlf 

“Boston,  1-5  bru;t ry  1,  131 L” 

7 “The  gaining  of  thin  important  post  took  up  a considerable  time, 
“which  wits  prolonged  by  the  enemy's  still  supporting  a broken  and 
“scattered  engagement,  in  defence  of  the  adjoining  walls  and  hedges." 
[fences  f\ — {The  Annual  Register  for  1776,  History  of  Europe,  *178.) 

T lie  History  of  the  War  in  America,  Edit.  Dublin,  1779,  (i.,  195;)  Gor- 
don’s HLdoryof  the  American  Revolution,  (ii.,  .'541 ;)  and  others,  also,  bear 
testiniuuy  to  the  gallantry  of  the  American  troops. 

. . “our  Troops  made  as  good  a Stand  as  could  be  expected  and 
“did  not  quit  the  Ground,  till  they  came  to  push  their  Dayonets.’*  — 
Lieutenant-colonel  Tilghmnn  to  hi*  Father , “ White-Pi.  uns,  31st  October, 
“ 1770.” 

Lett  .•  to  a Gentlemen  in  Annapolis,  dated  “ White-Plains,  October  29, 
“ 1770,"  published  in  The  Pennsylvania  Journal , No.  1771,  PtULAUEi- 
i ii  ( a , Wednesday,  November  15,  177»>. 

Our  iwii  knowledge  of  the  ground'll  I its  approaches  onabl  i us  to 
make  the  statement  which  appears  in  the  text  ; and,  by  a rel*T*u:<  * to  .1 
Flan  oj  t]i  Country  Jr'  ui  Feng’s  / mt  t,  Croton  h’a\’\  the  1‘i-uder  may 
sec  the  evid*  nee  of  the  accuracy  ol  that  statement. 

Letter  from  the  White  Firin',  dated  October  28,  177*'.  at  two  o'clock, 
P.M.,  published  in  The  Pennsylvania  Keening  l\stt  Yol.  11.,  No.  *_'78, 
Philadelphia,  Thursday.  October  31,  1770,  and  in  The  Fvnneytvania 
Journal , No.  1770,  Pim.ADKt.riitA,  Wednesday,  November  0,  177b. 

G Memoirs  of  Major-general  Heath,  79. 

See,  also,  William  Harrison  t •>  the  Muryla.nl  Council  of  S.tf. ly,  “GfcoRGE- 
“T'iw.v,  K ent-coi  NT y,  28  November,  177G." 

12  Colonel  Haslet  to  General  Ca  air  Rodney,  ‘ November  12.” 

Letter  to  a Ge,dl<  man  iu  Aumij<r>ll>,  dated  4‘  \\ ’itlTK-l*L.\  1> s,  Oct“t**T  29 
“ 1770 published  iu  The  P nusylra  i Journal,  So.  1771.  Philadel- 
phia,  Wednesday.  November  13,  1770. 

u Menv  irs  of  General  Heath , 79. 

General  Howe,  in  his  despatch  to  Lord  George  Germaine,  dated  ‘*  Nkw- 
“ York,  30  Novend>er,  1770,”  stated  that,  after  the  engagement,  ‘‘the 
“ Hessian  Grenadiers,”  [/&•*<■  wh>»  had  assault' d the  left  of  the  .Immcnw*,] 

14  wore  ordered  forward,  up«»n  the  heights,  within  cannon-*hot  of  the 
“ entrenchments,  the  Bronx,  from  it-  windim.  rouise,  being  .-till  between 
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prepared  Lia  dinner,  for  the  purpose  of  doing  which 
he  tore  down  and  burned  a barn  which  belonged  to 
John  Iluut,  on  property,  on  the  western  portion  of 
the  hill,  which,  in  our  younger  days,  belonged  to  his 
two  sons,  Thomas  and  Jacob  Hunt.1 

The  strength  of  the  Americans,  under  General 
Spencer,  who  were  engaged  on  the  Plain  ; who  were 
alarmed  at  either  the  Hessians  or  the  Light  Dragoons ; 
and  who  tied,  over  the  river  and  far  away,  among  the 
hills  of  Greenburgh,  was,  as  we  have  already  stated, 
not  far  from  twenty-five  hundred  effective  Officers  and 
Privates : 1 that  of  the  Regiments  who  composed  the 
force  ou  the  top  of  the  hill,  who  defended  the  position, 
and  who  were  really  the  heroes  of  the  day,  exclusive 
of  the  Company  of  Artillery,  who  rendered  no  effect- 
ive service,  was  not  far  from  seventeen  hundred  elfect- 


14  thorn  ami  the  enemy’s,”  [the  AiTnrican'sj\  44  right  think  . the  S-eond 
44  Brigade  of  British,”  [those  who  hod  assaulted  the  fn nts  of  the  right  and 
centre  of  the  Americans,]  ‘‘formed  in  the  rear  of  the  iBsaiaa  Grenu- 
44  diets;  and  the  two  Brigades  of  Hessians,  on  tho  left  of  the  Second 
44  Brigade,  with  their  left  upon  the  road  tend  ing  from  Tarry  town  to  the 
“White  Plains  ” — that  is  to  say,  the  entire  force,  on  the  western  bank  of 
the  Bronx,  was  moved  northward,  until  its  left  was  above  that  old  road, 
still  continued,  which  extends  from  the  bridge,  near  the  railroad-station, 
westward,  over  Chutterton’s-hill. 

1 Information  communicated  to  us,  personally,  more  than  thirty  years 
since,  by  the  two  gentlemen  named,  who,  then,  were  our  near  neighbors 
and  personal  friends. 

-Tho  Returns  of  the  Killed,  Wounded,  and  Hissing,  in  each  of  the 
several  Regiments  who  had  formed  that  bashful  detachment  leave  no 
room  for  doubt  concerning  tho  Regiments  of  whom  it  was  really 
composed—  indeed,  there  may  have  been  others  whose  modesty  forbade 
tho  making  of  any  such  Returns,  and  who  have  thereby  escaped  our 
notice. 

Tho  Regiments  of  whom  find  mention,  as  we  have  already  stated,  | 
were  those  commanded,  respectively,  by  Colonels  Silliman,  Sdden,  Sage, 
and  Douglass  (the  latter  commanded  by  Lieutenant-colonel  Arnold,)  all 
belonging  to  the  Brigade  commanded  by  General  "Wadsworth  ; the  Regi- 
ment commanded  by  Colonel  Chester,  ot"  the  Brigade  commanded  hy 
Coloudl  Sargent  ; the  Regiments  commanded,  respectively,  by  Colonels 
Baldwin,  Douglass,  ami  Lieutenant -colonel  Ply,  of  the  Brigade  com- 
manded by  General  Saltonstall ; and  the  Regiments  commanded,  respec- 
tively, by  Colonels  Holman  and  Smith,  of  the  Brigade  commanded  by 
General  bellows — all  of  them  New  Englanders  and  some  of  them 
experts  in  running,  as  was  shown  at  Kip’s-bay,  in  the  preceding  Sep- 
tember. 

The  Returns  of  the  strength  of  each  of  those  several  Regiments,  ou 
the  twetity-tirst  of  September,  on  the  fifth  of  October,  and  i n ti  c third 
of  November, — the  last,  five  days  after  the  action, — were  as  follows: 
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Cuh  nel  Sillimati’s 
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47 

194 

57 

61 
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Colonel  Soldi* i . 's 
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271 

46 

116 

52 

4 65 
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14 
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Colonel  Douglass’s 

■ ■ 1 
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47 
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Colon.  ! Baldwin's 
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5 

38 

225 
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77 

4 OS 

Ciib.iU'd  Douglass’s 

l.t.-Cul.  Klv’s 
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Colonel  llolnmn’s 
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46 
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70 

1(12 

• 2 

59 1 

Colonel  Smith’s 

35 

6 

46 

556 

65 

76 

46 

543 

Total 

• • 

ive  Officers  :md  Privates.1  The  strength  of  all  tl. 
force  which  was  directed  again-*.  tli.  • ;■  ••‘■le  ho  A . 
men  cannot  be  definit.ly  asc<  r t',..  1L.-- 
sian  Artillerists,  on  the  eastern  ban  It  of  the  r;\  r 
whose  fire  was,  certainly,  to  some  extent,  < if  ' • • 
were  clearly  as  much  a portion  of  that  antagonist ii 
force  as  those  who  crossed  the  river  and  assaulted  the 
position  or  as  those  who  charged  on  the  right  flank  ot 
the  struggling  Americans,  and  assisted  in  driving  them 
from  the  hill.  Besides  those  Hessian  Artillerists,  there 
were  four  Regiments  of  British  troops,  commanded 
by  General  Leslie;  the  Hessian  Regiment,  probably 
from  Colonel  Donop's  command,  who  occupied  tin- 
place  of  danger  and  honor,  as  the  forlorn-hope ; the 
three  Regiments  of  Hessians,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Rail ; and  the  four  or  five  Regiments  of  Hessians. 
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Colonel  Sillitu. m’s 
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Colonel  l'ou glass's1.  . . . 

24 

4 

41  III 

24 

0 17 

17*0 

Lieut. -Col.  Elv’s 

1 3<  • ! 

3 

39  219 

6. 

27  '.i 

2 

263 

Colonel  Holman’s 
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Colonel  Siiliman’i  . . 
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Colonel  Seidell's.  . . 

15 

2 

27  224 

42 

1 12 

go; 

477 

521 

Colonel  Sago's  . . . . 
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Colonel  Douglasa’d.  . 
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13 

56  311 
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. 1S4 

35 

34;',  2076, 
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5 

4796 

It  w iii  he  seen  that 

five  bundle 

d and  sixty 

0111 

.'ers, 

Staff, 

no 

ii-commis- 

nioned  Officers  and  MusiciniH,  and  two  thousand  and  •vv-.-nty-si.x  Pri- 
vates, present  and  tit  for  duty,  survived  the  hazard*  of  the  engagement, 
and  had  returned  to  the  Camp,  five  days  after  the  Battle  ; and  the  readvr 
will  readily  perceive*  that  our  estimate  of  the  effective  strength  of  the 
detachment  on  tho  occasion  midur  consideration,  is  a reas.  nul  le  one. 
sustained  as  it  is  hy  the  cont-mpomry  statement  of  Lieutenant-colonel 
Tilghman,  one  of  th*<  Aides  of  General  Washington,  {Letter  to  hi. s 
14  Whitje-Plains,  3l»*  October,  1770;  *)  and  by  that  of  Brigade-mag  r 
Tullmadi  ft,  ol  Gi  i en  1 \V  idsworth  i • h self  a participan 
affair  on  the  Plain  arid  in  the  d;^  r*.  l.tablc  retreat,  [H+moir  of  < ’ I n*  1 
benjamin  Tallmadge , prepared  by  himself,  LI:)  for  both  of  whirh  f*-** 
pages  *260,  261,  ante. 

1 Tho  KoturLi  of  the  strength  of  these  several  Regiments,  on  the 
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commanded  by  Colonel  Donop,  each  or  all  of  whom  Ollieers  and  Privates,  making  an  aggregate  ot  about 
could  not  have  contained  leas  than  six  hundred  seven  thousand,  live  hundred  eflective  men.1 * 3 

The  loss  sustained  by  the  Americans  was  not  as 

twenty -flmt  of  Septi-iniwr,  tiio  flfth  of  CKtoi* *r.  ami  on  the  tt.irj  of  great  as  was,  at  first,  supposed  ' — the  return  to  the 
November— the  iiwt,  rtve  iioyo  after  the  lhittie,— were  .ot  foiiowe:  (’amp  of  the  greater  number  of  the  fugitive  New  F.llg- 

landers  reduced  the  supposed  losses  from  “ between 
“ four  or  five  hundred  in  killed,  wounded,  and  miss- 
“ ing/’ which  was  the  first  estimate,  to  twenty-two 


! exclusive  of  the  losses  sustained  by  the  Regiments 
commanded,  respectively,  by  Colonels  lla-let  and 
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2n 
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1501  199 
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of  those  who  were  on  the  top  of  the  hill  and  who 
i fought  the  battle,  was  two  Captains,  four  Sergeants, 
! one  Corporal,  and  eighteen  Privates,  killed  ; one  Col- 
! onel,  three  Lieutenants,  one  Ensign,  four  Sergeants, 
and  forty- three  Privates,  wounded ; and' sixteen  Pri- 
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missioned  officers,  and  Musicians,  and  one  thousand,  four  hundred,  and 
foity-two  Privates,  present  ana  fit  for  duty,  survived  the  Battle,  u.  1,  five 
days  after  that  event,  wore  returned  as  effective.  The  losses  which  they 
had  sustained,  in  tlio  action,  and  the  probable  .absence  of  some,  ou  that 
occasion,  must  be  taken  into  the  account ; and  wo  belie  vo  that  the  num- 
ber of  Officers  and  Privates  who  wore  actually  engaged  was  about  that 
which  we  have  stated  in  the  text. 

Gordon,  {History  >,f  the  American  Revolution,  \\.,  341,)  reduced  the  mini 


* Not,  then,  iu  the  service. 

f 44  General  Lincoln’s  31  i lit ia  from  Massachusetts,  so  scattered  and 
“ ignorant  of  the  forms  of  /{(turn*,  that  none  can  bo  got." 

I Iu  the  original  Returns,  the  total  of  Hank  and  Kiln  is  stated  ut  v *0  : 
we  have  t*?en  unable  to  ascertain  where  the  error  in  the  details,  is 

Tn  the  original  Returns,  the  total  of  Rank  and  Kile  is  utared  at  314 
we  have  teen  unable  to  ascertain  where  the  error  in  the  details,  is. 


bor  of  those  who  remained,  after  the  Militia  had  given  way,  to  six  hun- 
dred men;  Chief-justice  Marshall,  < HU forj  of  G">rye  Washingb'n,  ii., 
ob-,)  anti  Doctor  Sparks,  {Lift  of  General  Washinyton,  196,)  each  with  the 
papers  of  ffeueral  Washington  before  him,  stated  the  force  uuder  Gen- 
eral McDougul  was  “about  sixteen  hundred  n men. 

1 General  Howe  was  silent  concerning  tn--  numerical  strength  of  tin 
force  which  he  had  thus  employed  ; and  none  of  rhe  British  authori- 
ties were  any  more  communicative.  Stedman,  however , (History  of  t/o 
Aintruxa  War,  i , 215,)  clearly  intimated  that  the  force  which  was  re- 
quired to  take  and  occupy  Chatterton’s-hill,  when  diverted  for  that 
purpose,  so  greatly  weakened  the  Royal  Army,  then  on  the  White 
Plains,  that  “it  was  obvious  that  the  latter  could  no  longer  expediently 
“attempt  anything  against  the  enemy’s”  [the  American*' \ •*  main 
“body.” 

We  may  he  allowed  to  say,  in  this  connection,  that  the  practise  of 
that  period,  in  making  mention  of  the  strength  of  detachment*  or  of  that 
of  the*  Army  itself,  was  to  include  only  t tie  Rank  and  File,  excluding 
rhe  Commissioned  Officers,  the  Staff,  and  the  non-commissioned  Officers, 
all  of  them,  to  some  extent,  at  least,  effective  fighting  men. 

- Compare  the  letter  from  Colonel  Robert  II.  Harrison,  the  Secretary 
of  General  Washington,  to  the  President  of  the  Congress,  dated  “ White- 
“ Pi  .uns,  20  October,  177i>, ” with  General  Washington's  letter  to  the 
same,  dated  Wiute-Pi  aiss,  *3  November,  177b,"  iu  the  latter  of  w hich 
he-  said,  “I  am  happy  to  inform  you,  that,  iu  rhe  engagement  on  Mi  n* 
“ day  se  nnight,  I have  reason  to  believe  our  loss  was,  by  do  means,  so 
■*  considerable  as  was  conjectured,  at  first." 

S*e,  also.  Colonel  Robert  H.  Harrison  8 letter  to  Governor  Trumbull, 

White-Plains,  November  C,  1770;”  the  same  Governor  Cooke, 
" White-Plains,  November  0,  1776;"  etc. 

3 The  following  table  will  show  the  losses  which  were  sustained  by  each 
of  the  several  Regime  uts  who  composed  that  detachment  : 
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vates,  misriiiig' — among  those  who  were  kilLA  were 
Captains  Braceo  and  Scott,  of  Colonel  Snmllw  »od'.~  i 
Regiment;  and,  among  those  who  were  w<  au  . d.  w»  •• 
Colonel  Smallwood  and  Lieutenants  Goldsmith  and 
Waters,  of  the  same  Regiment. 2 General  Howe  re- 
ported to  the  Home  Government,  evidently  including 
till  who  were  captured  in  Westchester-county,  that 
one  Captain,  two  Lieutenants,  one  tjuarter-master, 
and  thirty-five  Privates  were  taken,  “( )etoher  Id — 

" White  Plains * but  we  have  no  means  f,.r  ascer- 
taining who  of  these  were  taken  prisoners  on  tin 
twenty-eighth  of  October.  The  loss  sustained  by  tin 
Second  Brigade  of  British  troops,  commanded  by  Gen- 
eral Leslie, was  Lieutenant-colonel  Carr, Captains  I levr- 
ing ami  Gore,  Lieutenant  Jocelyn,  LtiLgu  Ragle,  om 
Sergeant,  and  twenty-nine  Rank  and  Pile,*  killed; 
Lieutenant-colonel  Walcott,5 Captain  Fitzgerald,  Cap- 
tain-lieutenant Massey,5  Lieutenants  Taylor.  Bank-, 
and  Roberts,  twelve  Sergeants,  and  one  hundred  and 
two  Rank  and  File, 7 wounded ; and  two  Rank  and 
File, 8 missing. 9 The  three  Regiments  composing  the  i 

1 The  following  table  will  show  the  losses  which  were  sustained  hy  each 


of  the  several  Regiments  who  were  posted  on  the  hill. 
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Doctor  Vine,  in  his  letter  to  James  Tilghuian,  dated  “Camiat  no  j 
“ Wiiite-I’lains, ‘November  7,  1776,”  Said,  “ the  uumberof  kilted  and  | 
“wounded,  as  the  report  is,  in  the  Camp,  amounts  only  to  about  ninety  ; ! 
” but  from  the  wounded  I saw,  myself,  in  the  hospital  and  adjacent  I 
“ houses,  there  must,  at  least,  be  an  hundred  and  thirty  wounded.  The  j 
“ numlier  of  killed  I don’t  know.” 

3 fetter  to  a Gentleman  in  Annapolis,  dated  “ White-Plains,  October  2 i 
“ 1776  ;”  published  iu  The  Penimjlvauia  Journal,  No.  1771,  PfttvaI'EI.- 
ruiA,  Wednesday,  November  id,  1776,  and  in  Force’s  .Ivenoei  Arohic's,  ; 
V.,  ii.,  128-1 ; Lirntenant-ci'lnnrl  GUI  0 • tin-  Maryland  t. binc'ii’  of  Vi  6 tu. 
“Camp  hkfOKe  tup.  Wiute-1>i..ains,  2 November,  1776  ; ” re. 

s Helurit  of  PriHoners  Liken  during  the  Cuntpaitjn,  1776,  sicneil  by  **  J 
“ IiOring,  Comroi  usury  of  PiL-ho-is,”  ap;  ■.  mi-d  i;.  , r,’  H ■■•>  de- 
spatch to  Lord  George  Germaine,  dated  ’•  Xew-York,  ii  Decemi-.-r,  1776.”  ! 

4 In  General  Leslie’s  Ketn.m,  the  killed  were  stated  to  have  b-L  ti  only 
twenty-two  Hank  ami  File. 

r I n Geuerat  Leslie’s  Return,  no  mention  a as  made  of  a Field-otiicor  of  i 
the  Fifth  Regiment  having  been  wounded. 

8 In  General  Leslie’s  Return  of  Ojlteere  wounded,  Captain  Masc-ey's  n vine 
is  among  those  of  ttie  Lieutenants,  although  the  tabular  stati-mcnt  r..- 
tnrns  him  as  a Captain,  in  which  it  agrees  with  General  Howe's  Report. 
Ho  was  a Captain-Lieutenant. 

7 In  General  Leslie’s  Return,  the  wounded  were  stated  to  have  turn-  j 
bered  one  hundred  and  twelve  Rank  and  File. 

9 In  General  Leslie’s  Return , no  mention  was  made  of  any  missing  Rank  I 
and  File. 

•In  this  statement,  we  have  followed  General  Howe’s  Return  of  I 'om-  ; 

* No  Returns  from  these  Regiments  have  been  found.  1 


Brigmle  commanded  by  Colonel  Rail  sustained  a los.-s 
of  eight  Rank  ami  File,  killed ; Lieutenant  Muhlhu.ii- 
sen,  one  Sergeant,  and  forty-four  Rank  autl  File, 
wounded;  and  one  horse,  killed.  The  Regiment  of 
Chasseurs  and  the  four  Regiments  of  Grenadiers — 
one  of  them,  probably,  the  half-drowned  forlorn-hope 
— composing  the  Brigade  commanded  hy  Colonel 
Huiiop,  sustained  a loss  of  four  Rank  and  File, killed; 
Captain  He  Westerhagen,  Lieutenant  I)e  Rau,  and 
fourteen  Rank  an. I File,  wounded  ; and  two  Rank  and 
File,  missing.  ‘ ’ 

As  far  as  our  knowledge  of  it  extends,  history  is 
wholly  silent,  concerning  the  influences  which  con- 
trolled General  Washington  and  concerning  the  ob- 
jects which  he  had  in  view,  when  he  determined  to 
occupy  Chatterton's-hill,  with  so  large  a proportion 
of  his  already  feeble  and  uncertain  Army,  including 
three  of  the  best,  if  Hot  the  best  three,  of  his  Regi- 
ments;11 and,  especially,  at  a later  hour,  when,  at 
a critical  moment  and  in  the  face  of  au  overwhelming 
enemy,  he  determined,  also,  to  strengthen  the  force 
whom  he  had  already  sent,  and  to  hold  the  position, 
at  all  hazards,  sending,  for  those  purposes,  another 
very  strong  detachment  of  those  troops  in  whom  lie 
reposed  his  greatest  confidence,  as  soldiers,  and  whom 
he  could  ill-spare  from  the  insufficiently  maimed  lines 
which  lie,  himself,  was  then  occupying. 

At  best,  Cliatterton’s-hill,  at  that,  time,  was  an  iso- 
lated position  ; beyond  the  American  lines  ; too  dis- 
tant to  be  supported  from  the  main  body,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  an  enemy  occupying  the  Plains,  unless  in 
force  and  at  great  risk  ; with  no  line  of  communica- 
tion with  the  main  body,  which  was  not  commanded 
by  the  enemy;  and  with  no  opening  for  a retreat  of 
the  occupying  force,  iu  case  of  a disaster,  unless  to 
the  westward,  into  the  neighboring  hills  of  Green- 
burgh,  which  were  already  occupied  by  the  fugitive 
New  Englanders  whom  General  Spencer  had  at- 
tempted to  command.  It  could  hardly  be  considered, 
therefore,  with  any  degree  of  propriety,  as  anything 
else  than  a detached  and  independent  position,  form- 

missioned  iiu'l  •nun  i.vn£,.*ji»'(Z  (ijlicei*.  Rank  un  i File,  Killed,  Wounded, 

ami  Mijixuii],  etc.,  appended  to  his  despatch  to  Lord  George  Germaine, 
•la te«l  **  Xzw-dt  ork,  d December,  177C.”  We  lmve  compared  it  with  the 
< ■ imi  Wounded  of  Uni  Second  l ■ ide  bj 

General  Leslie  ; and  find  tint:,  altli  lgh  the  detail  of  the  classifications 
differ,  the  aggregate  of  th  RriiDli  loss  is  the  sar rs-  -.,ne  hundred  and 
fifty-seven  Officer5  and  M<  u. 

I JJo  i JR 

Hank  and  File.  Killed.  H »:i and  Mistimj,  appendc l to  li despatch 

Lord  George  Germaine,  dated  “Nfw-York,  It  Deo-mber,  1776.” 

It  is  proper  for  us  to  say,  however,  that  that  lit  (urn  included  all 
the  losses  sustained  by  th.*  Regiments  referred  to,  from  the  nineteenth  to 
the  twenty-eighth  of  0 tobvr.  both  these  dates  included  ; arul  it  is  possi- 
ble, therefore,  that  some  of  the  casualties  named  in  the  text  were  sus- 
tained elsewhere  than  on  or  uear  ChutG-rton’s-hill.  Wo  have  no  m^aus 
for  ascertaining  their  »*\art  b sses,  on  the  t wenty-eighth  of  Octot*er. 

11  We  are  not  infusible  That  Sfednian,  in  his  History  <■/  the  A men'ean 
Mur,  (i.,  ‘214,)  said  “ the  reason  ol  their  *’  [(hr  .D/oTtom?,]  “occupying 
“this  posture,’*  [ n Ch.-iterh  n'*-hilly  \ “ is  inexplicable,  unless  it  bo  that 

they  could  not  be  contained  within  tho  works  of  th«  i r Camp;”  but 
the  reason  assigned  was  too  evidently  ridiculous  to  be  regarded  with  the 
slightest  respect. 
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i 11  it  no  portion  of  the  Anicri'Mn  lines  ; and  nothin" 

< No  » I • . i : i a - ipji'isiti'iti,  on  the  part  of  t ioner.il  Wash- 
ington s ad\  i set's  and  on  that  of  tin:  < reneral  himself, 
that  the  continued  occupation  of  it  was  absolutely  es- 
sential to  the  Safety  of  the  main  body,  in  the  position 
which  it  then  occupied,  could  possibly  have  led  him 
to  make  such  a costly  and  hazardous  experiment,  un- 
der the  existing  circumstances  and  in  the  immediate 
presence  of  such  an  overwhelming  enemy,  as  the  con- 
tinued occupation  and  defence  of  (’hatterton’s-liill. 
But  General  Washington  had  evidently  planned  bet- 
ter than  he  knew  ; and,  in  the  providence  of  God, 
some  results  which  were  more  beneficial  to  the 
Americans  than  any  which  he  had  conceived  and 
hoped  for,  were  unquestionably  derived  from  that 
seemingly  unpromising  experiment  of  oeciipvitig  and 
holding  that  exceedingly  exposed  position,  on  the 
western  bank  of  the  Bronx;  among  which  results,  in 
America,  we  may  mention  the  elieet  of  that  occupa- 
tion, as  an  apparent  menace  against  the  left  flank  and 
rear  of  the  Koval  Army,  in  whatever  movement  that 
Army,  under  General  Howe,  should  make  against  the 
American  lines;  the  delay  in  that  evidently  projected 
movement  of  the  Royal  Army,  to  enable  its  command- 
ing General  to  remove  what  appeared  to  have  been  a 
diingerou.s  element  from  Chatterton’s-hill— -a  delay 
which  enabled  the  Americans  to  strengthen  their  de- 
fensive works  and  to  become  better  prepared  for  de- 
fending them,  whenever  the  Royal  Army  should  mot  e 
against  them  ; — and  the  reduction  of  that  great  Army, 
which  was,  then,  in  front  of  the  American  lines,  and 
ready  to  move  against  them,  for  the  purpose  of  assault- 
ing the  Americans  who  had  occupied  the  hill  as  well 
for  that  of  holding  the  hill,  subsequently,  which  re- 
duction of  the  strength  of  his  main  body  compelled 
General  Howe  to  wait  for  the  arrival  of  reinforcements, 

• to  abandon  his  intention  to  assault  the  works  which 
sheltered  the  main  body  of  the  American  Army,  and, 
finally,  to  retire  from  Westchester-county — the  first- 
mentioned  of  which  consequences  affording  still 
further  time  and  opportunities  to  General  Wushing- 
jii  and  his  feeble  command  : the  latter  two  affording  to 
the  Americans,  everywhere,  the  tclat.  as  well  as  some 
of  the  advantages,  of  better  generalship  and  of  conse- 
quent success.  All  these,  among  other  not  numb  less- 
important  results,  although  they  were  probably  hid- 
den from  General  Washington,  when  lie  devised  and 
ordered  the  movement,  were,  unquestionably,  among 
the  results,  in  America,  of  that  “ inexplicable  ” occu- 
pation of  Chatterton’s-bill,  on  the  morning  of  the 
twenty-eighth  of  October,  1 7 70 : with  the  results,  in 
Europe,  ol  that  occupation,  we  have  nothing  to  do,  in 
this  place.1 

1 In  our  preparation  of  this  description uf  tho  engagement  on  Clmtter- 
tonVhill,  ' rally  culled  *•  The  Hatti  e • k White-Pi  \i\'V*  "e  have 
examined  and  used  The  bitty  f b n id  Jim  ■ ; tin*  liftm-  from  ll ie  White 
I’laiii s,  «1  vt«'< l (H. lol*or  JS,  ITT*’,,  puhiishvd  iu  Th<  Pennsylvania  d-menal,  N<>. 
1770,  Pit 1 1,  v Pei  bii i a,  Wedm-aday,  November  0,  1770  ; the  Left  rfrom  the 
White- Plain*,  * lated  October  28,  177*5,  ait  two  o’fl.t*  k,  P M , published  in 


As  we  have  elsewhere  stated,  theadvancing  columns 
of  the  Royal  Army  had  been  formed,  in  line,  with  the 
Right  resting  on  the  road  leading  from  the  White 
Bluins  to  Mamaroneck,  and  the  Left  resting  on  the 


Tltf  /'•  nnsyleauhi  Fretting  Past , Vul.  If,  No.  “278,  Pii ; r.AOKi  i’ll i \ , Thurs- 
day, OctnN*r  .’51,  177G,  .Tii'l  ill  7 7/ e Ponnsytranin  Journal,  \«».  177b,  Piiilk- 
i»L 1. 1* 1 1 1 a , November  0,  1 7 7 * » ; the  Jailor  of  i.ofontl  Robert  11.  llarristn t to 
(i,.  /’.-•■ » Aral  of  the  Couyi  es*,  dated  “ 1\  it  1 1 k- Pi  \;\s,  Uttoler  li'J,  177*' ; 
llic  Lit!-  r to  a Gentleman  in  Annapolis,  dated  “ White-Plains,  Octolwr 
‘ 2*4.  177*;.”  published  in  The  Pen nsnleauia  Journal,  No.  1771.  PiliLAi'Ei  - 
i*ii  (a,  Wednesday,  November  1:5.  1770  ; the  l.ettn- from  the  Camp,  • kited 
White-Plains,  October -J,  177*.,  published  in  The  Pi  • man’s  Journal,  >-r 
v ■«  ll  (7a Ut , v .1  I , No  20,  Pobtsm  uth,  Tuesday,  Novciu- 

. »M*r  III,  1770  ; General  Order  of  tit  Army,  in  the  ca.se  of  Colonel  Webb, 

“ ilBAI'-v*'  VUTEICS,  WlllTF.-Pl  UN'S,  October  1 7 7«>  /.<  feint  nt  colon  -l 

Til  gh  man's  letter  to  William  b ier,  dated  “ Hk \D*ql' 'aRTKRs,  White- 
Plains,  October  2D, .177G  ; ” the  same  to  In*  father.  dated  •*  White- 
41 1*1. .\t  ns,  October  31,  1770;*’  the  Letter  from  Stanford,  dated  October 
I**.  1 77 *>,  published  in  'The  Freeman's  Journal,  or  Sew- Hampshire  IhizcHe, 
Vol.  I.,  No.  “j . ’ , Portsmouth,  Tuesday,  November  12,  1770;  the  Letter  of 
Colonel  Robert  II.  Harrison  to  General  Schuyler,  “ WimT.-Pi.  UN's,  Nou-iti- 
uberi,  1770;”  the  !■  Her  from  a Gentleman,  in  the  Army , dated  “ <Nmp 
near  the  Miles,  about  tic iiee  miles  North  oe  thf.  White  Plains, 
•‘November  1,  1770,”  published  in  The  Pennsylvania  Eeening  1W,  Vol.  LI., 
N<».  2S  ».  Pm l.v DELriClA,  Thursday.  November  14,  1770,  iu  Force’s  .4  wo-r- 
I ican  Archie**,  V.,  iii.,  471-471.  and,  in  a mutilated  form,  in  Frank  Moore's 
bitry  of  the  American  Revolution,  i.,  33”’-”-47  ; Gjhni'A  Robert  ll.  Harrison'  a 
biter  to  Governor  Trumbull , dated  ” Wkite-Pla  ins,  November  2,  1770  ;” 

1 Uentetut tJ ■<•<. hotel  Tibjhman's  letter  lo  William  Finer,  dated  Heap-ij’WR- 
I “ m:s,  near  White-Plains,  November  2,  1770;”  Colonel  Gist's  letter 
: to  the  Mi,  el  t;  1 1 Count'd  of  Safety,  dated  “Cash*  before  tub  White- 
J “ Pi. a INS,  2 November,  177G;”  General  Washington's  letter  lo  On-  Presi- 
| d>  at  uf  th>  Orngme,  dated  White-Plains,  November  0,  1770  ;”  Clonel 

• Robert  ll.  I birr  bon'*  letter  to  Governor  Trumbull,  dated  “ Wiute-PlaINS, 

• November  0,  1770;"  Colonel  If <» elct's  idler  to  Getu  ral  Cn*ar  Rodney, 

• dated  “November  12,  1776;”  Doctor  Pine's  letter  to  James  Tib/hman , 

| dated  **Cv.Mi*  at  the  White-Plains,  November  7,  1770  ;”  General 
. flact  ’>  tle  ^ atch  to  Lord  Grorye  G rrmaine.  dated  •*  Nbw-York,  Novemlier 
177'.*;”  tho  Letter  of  William  llarrison  to  the  Murylawl  Council 
I of  Safety,  dated  “ Gkougktovvn,  Ki  nt-oouvty,  28th  November, 
•*1770;”  General  Returns  of  the  Army,  September  21,  October  5,  and 
November  d,  1770;  Returns  of  Killed , Wounded,  awl  [in  the 

! American  Army,j  in  sec  ral  Actions,  published  in  Force's  American  Arch - 
1 ires,  X , iii.,  71.7-730;  Return  of  Commissioned  and  Hon -commissioned  nf - 
j rirer*  and  Rial:  and  File,  Killed,  Wounded , and  Missimj,  fnan  the  17 th  Sep- 
tember f<>  the  \blli  Sorcmher,  inclusive,  appended  to  General  Howe's  (let *//• « f »•/*, 

| to  lord  >rye  Germaine,  “Nkw-York,  3 l>ecembcr,  1770  ; ‘ Gauthier’s 
Plan  of  the  narrations  of  the  Kiny's  Army  under  the  Command  of  Sir  l!  ’i'- 
lia.ui  tloire,  K.JLy  in  Xetc- York  and  Fast  Xmc ■Jersey  aya hist  thf  Ameru.nn 
Forces  commanded  by  General  Washington,  from  the  \ 1th  of  thlober  to  fin. 

1 2M/4  of  X" comber,  1770  ; .1  Plan  of  the  Country  from  Frog's  Point  to  Crat/ni 
! River ; The  ICxamimdion  of  Joseph  Gnlbacay,  F.s</.,  before  a Committee  of 
the  H aute  of  Commons  i [(Jalloway’s]  Letters  to  a Xobb  inan  ; T he  Xarrntire 
1 'f  Sir  II  illunn  Hoice,  . . with  ■*>  ■■  ( >bsecvat"ni*  upon  a pamphlet  cati- 

j tied  Letter*  t<>  a Noldsioan  ; [f riilh>\vay’s]  l/epie /•>  the  Ob^ervati«  Hs  f 
I Limit. •«  : Sir  William  llo\»«-,  a.  pamphlet  entitled  levees  t - a ,W de- 
j a, an  ; A liiioiit*  PaeUanb 'alary  Reyi't-  r,  A olmues  \ 1 .,  \1L,  and  Nil  I.: 
The  Annual  Register  for  1770;  The  History"  >f  tie  War  in  .4m#rr-*,  Kdit., 

| lluhlin  : 17PJ;  [Halls]  History  of  tin  pied  liar  in  America;  Estab  histor- 
I ••/nes  (l  paid l> p>e*  sar  la  R ’volution  de  /’ Aiuvriqne  Fepteutri  nnlc,  par  M.  Hil 
liard  dWubertouil;  Andrews’s  History  of  the  War  n*ith  America,  France, 
i Spain,  and  Holland:  Goulds  Hist  >,  - c d * Tr>  aibbs  T Am-  ri<pie  Anylaise  ; 

1 Gordon's  History  aj  the  American  Revolution:  Kaiusey’s  History  of  the 
| .Inienie'in  Rce-  lnfion  : Murray’s  Impartial  History  of  the  H »r  in  America  ; 

' So-dman's  History  of  the  liar  in  America  : Afeandrs  rf  Major -general 
j Heath  ; Chalet  la'brilli  ?>  Histoive  polifiyne et jdtdasophii/ue d>  la  lb  volution  de 
j /’  Amrri/pie  ^epi'-nfibniale ; Marshal  Is  Life  of  (Tory  Washington  : Warren’s 
History  • the  American  R olut  i \ ilphus’s  History  :b.:  . ■ " Ser 
tteaiit  La inh’s  Journal  of  Occur eeuers  during  tlr  l<dc  .two  ri-  an  H’ar;  llnni- 
i phreys’s  Life  of  General  Putnam:  Paul  Allen’s  Histo  y of  the  American 
R i lull  M *i  '•  - Inna  fa  of  tin  .-Inierfc  in  Revolution;  Kaiusay’s  1 if  of 
j George.  Washington  ; Pitkin’s  Political  nml  Civil  History  of  ti  e I 'nitcd  G’hiir * 

I of  Anitriea  ; Sj^wks'-*  Writing*  of  I'-orge  Washington  ; iHirdap's  Hid. try  of 
) ' • _ .i  ke  - / f fi  ! • : '•  ntesn  hu 
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Bronx  ; ami  that  it  had  been  halted,  within  a milt*  of 
the  Aineriean  lines,  to  enable  a heavy  delm-limcnt  of 
both  British  and  Hessian  troops  to  dispossess  a body 
of  American  troops  who  had  occupied  (’hatterton's- 
hill,  and  who  tippeared  to  menace  the  left  Hank  and 
rear  of  the  Left,  in  its  proposed  movement  airuinst 
the  American  lines.1  The  result  of  that  assault  on 
Chattcrton’s-hill  has,  also,  been  duly  noticed  ; but 
the  success  of  that  movement  did  not  disturb  the  main 
body,  who  remained,  resting  on  its  arms,  where  it  had 
been  halted,  during  the  remainder  of  the  day  and 
throughout  the  following  night  ; and,  there,  " with 
“ very  little  alteration,”  it  encamped,  on  the  follow  ing 
day  ' — it  had  been  so  much  reduced,  in  eibetive 
strength,  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  assaulting  parties, 
and,  as  was  said  by  an  intelligent  ollieer,  "the  dilli- 
“ culty  of  co-operation  between  the  Left  and  Bight 
“ wings  of  our  Army  was  such,  that  it  was  obvious 
“that  the  latter  could  no  longer  expediently  attempt 
“anything  against  the  enemy’s  main  body.”  * It  ap- 
pears, however,  that  the  Bight  of  the  Royal  Army, 
who  was  not  expected  to  participate  in  the  proposed 
assault  on  the  American  lines,  and  who  was  not  con- 
cerned in  the  assault  on  Chatterton’s-hill,  further 
than  to  detach  the  Hessians  commanded  by  Colonel 
Donop,  who  were  in  that  wing  of  the  Army,  for  the 
purpose  of  assisting  in  that  important  operation,  was 
not  inclined  to  rest,  as  the  Left  of  the  Army  had  been 
ordered  to  do  and  had  done  ; and  a portion  of  it.  at 
least,  was  moved  forward,  on  the  main  road  of  the 
Village,  in  front  of  the  Left  of  the  American  lines, 
which  was  occupied,  as  the  reader  will  remember,  by 
the  Division  commanded  by  General  Heath.3 

Wc  h avc  been  told  that  the  advancing  column  was 

dred  <md  seventy  -six ; Campbell’*  dcrolutbmary  Service*  and  Civil  life  of 
General  Willunn  Hull , Hinnian’s  Jjisfoidcul  Collection  of  the  part  sustained 
by  Connecticut,  during  the  War  tf  the •.  I involution  ; L.)*>i  tig's  Victoria  l 
Field-book  of  the  devolution  ; liildret h‘«  History  of  the  States  of 

America;  li 'v  ill  g’»  Life  of  George  Washington:.  Hamilton’:-  Hi*!>,ryof  the. 
llepublic  of  the  United  States  of  Atactica,  as  traced  in  tin  Writings  f Ab  s- 
and ■)  Hamilton  ; Dawson's  Military  detreats  through  W ■<'  ),. 

1770,  (an  unpublished  manuscript  ;)  Moor  C a bi ary  of  the  Amen  .m  invo- 
lution ; Memoir  <>f  Colonel  Benjamin  Tnllmadgr,  prepared  by  hini**'«  If,  at 
the  request  of  liis Ob iMren  ; Dawson's  Hatties  of  the  United  States,  by  S-a 
amt  I. and;  Stark's  Menu  nr  and  Oijiril  Correspondence  tf  C-  u.J-d.y Stark, 
with  Notice*  of  . . . and  of  i'uloiad  Bob  ! Uoyrs;  < iree; •••**»  The  1. if, 

of  Nathanael  Greene,  Major-general  / • the  Army  of  the  /.’  •»  ■■'  Kdit. 

New*  York  : 1.S07  ; in-akt  ’•»  i f,  u„d-t'n  rt.-p<  ad  a<  ■ -f  7;  v , ICms, 
Major- general  in  the  L'erolutio/iury  Army;  Jones’s  JIbi  f _Y< /r  York 
during  tin*  dcvolntiouan/  M ar,  ami  tie  Lnncey’s  Notes  on  that  work  ; F.an- 
croft’s  History  of  the  United  States,  both  the  original  an<l  tin-  rontenary 
editions;  HoKoi:’*  History  of  Westches/er-coindy,  both  editions  ; Tarb>*x\s 
Life  of  Israel  I'ntnom;  Carrington's  Battles  >f  the  .1  ,i.e,  ha. IT  rolntbm  ; 
and  Kidpath’h  History  of  the  United  Stales. 

Those  works,  bearing  on  thosubjocl,  in  the  Gorman  language,  which  are 
in  our  own  lihrary,  wore  put  away,  arul  could  not  be  r«*a-h  l without 
undue  labor  ; and  wc  were  not  physically  aide  to  go  elsewhere,  to  con 
stilt  them  For  those  reasons,  they  have  not  been  examined. 

1 Vide  pages  262,  263,  2til,  ante. 

2 Vide  pages  26*»-20S,  ante. 

3 General  Hoice  to  Lord  George  (!emuiim\  “ Nf.w- York,  3M  November, 
“1776  ;”  Stedman’s  History  of  the  Aineriean  I Far,  i.,  21. 7 ; [ Halls]  History 
of  the  Civil  War  in  America , i.,  giHl  ; etc. 

* Stedrnan's  History  of  the  American  I Far,  i.,  215. 

5 Memoirs  of  Major-general  Heath , 7H. 


| led  by  a detachment  of  about  tweutv  Light  Dragoon*, 
j capering  and  brandishing  their  sabres,  w ho  leaped  the 
fence  of  a wheat-field,  situated  at  the  foot  of  the  hill 
on  which  the  Regiment  commanded  by  Colonel  Mal- 
colm had  been  posted.*  The  horsemen  evidently  sup- 
posed the  hill  was  unoccupied;  and,  it  is  probable, 
they  expected  to  turn  the  Hank  of  the  American  lines, 
and  to  secure  an  easy  victory;  but  Lieutenant  Fenno 
and  his  field-piece  were  also  on  “ the  .South  brow  of 
| “the  hill;”'  and,  when  the  horsemen  approached, 
he  gave  them  a shot  which,  “ by  striking  in  the  midst 
“of  them,”  killed  one  of  theta/  The  troop  was  im- 
mediately “ wheeled,  short  about,  and  galloped  out  of 
. “ the  Held  as  fast  as  they  came  in  ; rode  behind  a little 
“hill,  in  the  road;  and  faced  about;  ” the  other  por- 
tions of  the  column,  at  the  same  time,  as  they  suc- 
cessively came  up,  wheeling  to  the  left,  by  platoons  ; 
and,  passing  through  a gateway  or  bars,  directed 
j their  march,  westward,  to  the  place  where  the  Left 
of  the  Army  had  been  halted.'1'  With  that  move- 
! ment  of  the  extreme  Bight  of  the  Army,  and  with 
j that  of  the  Hessian  and  British  troops,  on  the  high 
I grouuds,  on  the  western  bank  of  tire  Bronx,  on  its 
] extreme  Left,  already  mentioned,  the  Boyal  Army 
closed  the  operations  of  the  day. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true- that  the  delay  which  was  pro- 
duced by  tlie  halt  of  the  Boyal  Army,  on  the  Plain, was 
the  salvation  of  the  American  Army,  within  the  lines; 
since  it  afforded  time  for  strengthening  the  works  be- 
hind which  the  latter  was,  then,  posted,  and  for  prepar- 
ing it  for  falling  back, soon  afterwards,  and  occupying 
another  position,  which  would  lie  more  defensible  and 
not  so  accessible  to  the  King’s  troops.  But  it  is  scarcely 
true  that,  since  the  morning  of  the  preceding  day,  the 
Americans  had  “drawn  back  their  encampment”  and 
“strengthened  their  lines  by  additional  works,”  to 
such  an  extent,  in  either  instance,  that  "the  designed 
“attack  upon  them,”  on  the  morning  after  the  engage- 
ment, [ Tiusdaij,  October  29,]  need  have  been  “deferred,” 
for  no  other  reasons  than  these,  notwithstanding  Gen- 
eral Howe  is  reported  to  have  informed  the  Home 
Government  Unit  such  had  been  the  case10 — there- 
ported  withdrawal  of  the  American  encampment  was, 
probably,  nothing  more  than  the  removal  of  the 
j Store's,  back,  to  the  high  grounds  of  Newcastle,  which 
was  commenced  • >1 1 that  day  ; " and,  notwithstanding 

6 Vide  page  232,  ante. 

7 1 bid.  ' 

•III  tilt*  Ifttni'H  OJ  tlm  hflbd,  Wou  mlcd)  and  J/ issiug  t of  th>~  Ifoi/al  Army , 
append* d to  General  Howe’s  despatch  to  Lord  George  Germaine,  dated 
“Nun -York,  3 December,  1776,”  it  wa>  suited  that  the  only  one 
<>f  either  of  the  two  Regiment*  of  the  Light  Dragoons  then  in 
America,  who  was  killed,  front  the  nineteenth  to  the  twenty-eighth  of 
| October,  inclusive,  was  one  Rank  and  File,  of  the  Seventeenth  Regi- 
■ ment  ; and,  very  probably,  that  one  was  the  same  to  whom  ue  have  re- 
{ ferred,  in  tlie  text. 

i ® Memoirs  of  Major  general  Heath,  7S. 

: 1°  General  ] fence  h>  Lord  George  Germaine,  “Nf.w-YoRK,  30  November, 

| “ 1776.” 

j o David  How’s  diary,  October  20  and  30,  1776. 

j See,  also,  Licutenant-cotoml  Tifyhmnn  l < hi*  father,  “ White  Plains,  31 
“Oct  her,  1 7 76  ” ; l/i  m i s of  .<•  r - ; 1 l I!  \th  7 * , eti  . 
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the  interval  hail  been  undoubtedly  M en:,!,  .1  by  the 
Americans,  in  industriously  si  < • 1 1 • : 1 1 1 • • 1 1 i ? i s ;■  ■ • 

tion,  they  could  scarcely  have  made  defensible  and 
formidable  what,  only  a few  hours  previous,  had  been 
hardly  respectable.  Indeed,  at  no  time,  even  under 
the  most  favorable  circumstances,  were  the  defences 
of  the  American  lines,  immediately  above  the  Plains, 
in  any  respect  formidable;  and  the  center,  where  the 
post-road  passed  through  them,  was  decidedly  the 
weakest  portion.  They  had  been  hastily  constructed, 
without  the  superintendence  of  experienced  Engi- 
neers. The  stony  soil  prevented  the  ditch  from  being 
made  of  any  troublesome  depth  or  the  parapet  of  a 
troublesome  height:  the  latter  was  not  frai  \d  : only 
where  it  was  least  needed — probably  because  the  con- 
struction of  it,  elsewhere,  had  been  interfered  with  — 
was  there  the  slightest  appearance  of  an  abatis.1 
There  was  little  foundation,  therefore,  for  General 
Howe's  transparent  excuses;  and  it  would  have 
been  more  creditable  to  his  candor,  had  he  told 
the  true  reason  for  his  failure  to  assault  the  lines, 
ou  the  morning  after  the  Ilattle  and  while  the 
troops  who  had  been  designated  to  make  the  as- 
sault, with  their  line  unbroken,  were  resting  on 
their  arms,  within  a mile  and  in  open  sight  from  the 
works  which  they  were  expecting  to  assault,  and 
ready  to  move  against  them,  at  a moment’s  notice— 
the  fact  was  simply  this,  as  we  have  already  seen,2 
“ the  Army  could  no  longer  expediently  attempt 
“ anything  against  the  enemy’s”  [the  Americans’ ] 
“ main  body  and  it  was  necessary  that  it  should  be 
reinforced,  before  the  Americans  should  be  attacked. 

During  Tuesday,  the  twenty-ninth  of  October,  as 
we  have  seen,  the  Royal  Army,  “with  very  little  al- 
teration” in  its  position,  encamped  on  the  Plain, 
and  awaited  the  arrival  of  reinforcements  ; :i  and,  not- 
withstanding the  loss  of  Chatterton's-hill,  iu  the 
opinion  of  some  of  the  American  Officers,4  had  made 

1 Iu  this  description  of  the  character  of  the  American  defenses,  v e have 
followed  tjtcdmaii,  (History  of  the  American  Hur,  i.,  213,)  who  was 
pr.vhahl}  present,  in  the  Royal  Army. 

\ 'e  are  not  insensible  that  Bancroft,  (History  of  the  Unite  ■ ’ -tes,  origi- 
nal iilitiOu,  ix.,  1:0  ; the  same,  centenan  edition,  v.,  444,)  has  so  framed 
hia  sentence  that  his  readers  must  suppose  the  abatis  was  as  extended  as 
the  “ lines  of  entrenchments  ;”  but  the  feebleness  of  the  Ar;.  y find  the 
scarcity  of  teams  could  not  have  secured  mo  great  a work,  i -.short  a 
time;  neither  General  "Washington  nor  Gen  rai  Heath  i.  ■' ! . . . » i 
Knox,  among  the  Americans,  nor  General  Ii.»we  nor  General  Lord 
Cornwallis,  among  the  King’s  troops,  al!  of  whom  have  more  or  less 
described  the  American  defenses,  has  made  the  slightest  allusion  to 
such  a general  defense,  before  the  long  line  of  American  entrenchm* **.*'  !•? ; 
and  Stedman  expressly  stated  that  ‘‘tlie  point  ot  the  hill, on  th-*eneiny’a 
“ right,”  [that  on  tlw  line  of  the  Harlem  Railroad , i mined  h if  rig  n<'.rthicard 
from  the  Railroad  station, J “ exceedingly  steep  and  rocky,  was  covered  by 
“ a strong  abatis  in  front  of  the  entrenchment,"  the  very  place,  an  we 
have  saiii  in  the  text.,  whore  such  an  additional  mean  cf  defense  was 
least  needed.  For  these  reasons,  we  prefer  to  Ixdievo  that  the  American 
lines  were  not,  generally,  furnished  with  an  abatis. 

2 Vide  page  272,  ante. 

5 General  Jfmce  to  lea  d George  Germaine,  “ New-York,  30  November, 

* General  Heath  sail,  (.If  moire,  79,)  “the  British  having  got  possce- 
44  sion  of  this  hill,  it  gave  them  a vast  advantage  ol  the  American  lines, 
44  almost  down  to  the  center and  General  Knox,  in  a letter  to  his 
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it  necessary  for  tin  American  Army  to  abandon  the 
I « : r i- >u,  the  w rk  > f 'o  n : uic  its  lines  was  con- 
tinued, with  unabated  industry  A 

During  Wednesday,  the  thirtieth  of  October,  the 
King’s  troops  were  occupied  in  throwing  up  some 
defensive  works  and  redoubts,  on  the  Plain,  in  front 
of  the  American  lines/’  and  an  entrenchment  on  the 
summit  of  Chatterton’s-hill;7  and,  during  the  after- 
noon of  the  same  day,  four  Regiments,  from  the  lines 
on  New-York-island,8  aud  two  Regiments  of  the  Sixth 
Brigade,  who  had  been  posted  at  Mamaroneck, 
after  the  Queen’s  Rangers  had  been  so  “ roughly 


brother,  d it  d 44  Neap.  White-Pl  un?,  32  3iii.es  from  Nkw-York,  1 
44  Nov  : 1770,”  said  ‘‘the  enemy’s  having  possession  of  this  hill  obliged 
44 Us  to  abandon  some  slight  lines  thrown  up  on  the  Whip*  Plains.” 

5 There  was  something  which  required  explanation  in  w hat  was  written 
by  General  Washington’s  Secretary  and,  undoubtedly,  with  hi-*  ap- 
proval, to  the  President  of  the  Congress,  when  he  said,  44  Our  post,  from 
44  its  situation,  is  not  30  advantageous  as  could  be  wished  ; and  was  only 
44  intended  as  temporary  and  occasional,  till  the  Stores  belonging  to  the 
44  Army,  which  had  been  deposited,  here,  could  be  removed.” — (Colonel 
Ilobarf  H.  Harrison  to  the  President  of  the  Congress,  “ White-Plains,  29 
“October,  1770.” 

44  The  Stores  belonging  to  the  Army,"  at  that  time  and  for  some  time 
previous,  had  not  .been  so  abundant  as  to  have  been  burdensome  ; and, 
if  there  had  been  judicious  oversight,  they  could  have  been  carried  a 
couple  of  miles  further,  to  a place  of  greater  safety  v hen 'the] 
carried  to  the  White  Plains,  saving  the  repeated  re-handling  of  them 
and  the  construction  of  two  distinct  lines  of  works  for  nothing  else  than 
for  tho  “ temporary  and  occasional”  protection  of  them. 

There  is,  generally,  a prodigality  in  the  expenditure  of  both  money 
and  materials  ami  labor,  in  all  which  relates  to  Annies;  but  there  seems 
tn  have  been  an  excess  of  prodigality  in  the  use  of  all  these,  of  which 
the  American  Army  had  such  an  insufficient  supply,  if  the  ouly  purpose 
of  the  two  lines  of  entrenchments,  one  at  the  foot  and  the  other  on  the 
crest  of  the  high  grounds,  at  the  White  Plains,  had  been  only  for  the 
“ temporary  and  occasional  ” protection  of  a few  Stores,  handled  and  re- 
handled, over  and  over  again,  the  whole  of  which  could  have  been  con- 
sumed by  the  Army,  in  less  than  six  days,  probably  in  half  that  time.* 

If  there  had  been,  in  fact,  no  other  reason  than  these,  for  occupying 
and  fortifying  that  position,  there  w as  reason  for  General  George  Clin- 
ton's doubts,  when  ho  wrote,  44  Uncovered,  as  wo  are  ; daily  o:i  fatigue  ; 
“making  -redoubts,  fleches,  abatis,  and  lines;  and  retreating  from 
“ them  an:t  the  little  temporary  huts  made  for  our  comfort,  before  they 
44  are  well  finished,  I fear,  will  ultimately  destroy  our  Army,  without 
44  fighting.”  ...  44  However,  I would  not  bn  understood  to  con- 

“ d*  n) ji  measures.  They  may  be  right,  for  aught  I know-.  I do  not  un- 
“ derstand  much  of  the  refined  art  of  War:  it  is  said  to  consist  of 

strategem  and  deception.” — (General  George  Clinton  to  John  McKesson, 
44  Camp  near  the  White  Plains,  October  31,  1776.”) 

6 Colonel  Robert  H.  Harrison  to  lit  ' 1 'resident  of  the  Congress,  44  White- 
4‘  Plains,  October  31,  1770  ;”  l.rit'r  f -am  o Gentleman  in  the  Army,  dated 
“(Amp  near  rut:  Miles,  a lion  three,  mii.es  North  o:  cue  Whitf.- 

. “"Plains,  November  1,  1776,"  publish'd  iu  The  J\  • ’ :»i,i  Kc  cuing 
I\<t,  Yol.  1 1.,  .\  j.  J-  ',  Philadelphia,  Thursday,  November  L t,  1 776  ; Me- 
moirs of  General  Heathy  SO;  etc. 

’ Lieutenant- colon  cl  Gist  to  the  Alary  land  Council  of  Safety,  ‘‘Camp 
“bekorf.  the  White- Plains,  2 November,  1776.” 

3  Vide  page  230,  ante. 


* 44  His,”  [General  4*  apprehensions  are  exceedingly 

“ great  lest  the  Army  should  snff»  r much  f<>r  want  of  necessary  supplies 
“of  Provisions,  especially  in  the  article  of  Flour.  From  the  best  in- 
“ teiligence.  he  is  able  to  obtain,  there  is  not  more  in  Camp  and  at  the 

**  several  places  where  it  has  been  deposited,  than  will  rve  the  Army 
44  longer  than  four  or  five  days,  provided  the  utmost  car-  and  economy 
44  were  used  in  issuing  it  out  ; but.  from  the  waste  aui  embezzle  me  lit, 
44  for  want  of  proper  attention  to  it,  as  it  is  reported  to  him,  it  is  not 
44  probable  that  it  will  last  so  long.” — (Colonel  Robert  H.  Harri-m  tv 
Colonel  Joseph  Trumbull,  Commissary -general  of  Provisions,  44  Whitl- 
“ Plains,  November  1,  1776.”) 


■ 
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“ handled  ” by  the  Americitns, 1 * join- -<1  the  main  I 
body  of  the  Army,  on  tin;  Plain,  for  thu  rvi nf» ‘ref- 
luent of  it.s 

During  the  same  day,  [Wednesday,  October  30,]  ^ 
the  Americans  were  not  idle — they  probably  kept  up 
an  appearance  of  continuing  their  labor  in  strength-  i 
ening  their  works,  while  they  were,  also,  preparing 
for  an  abandonment  of  them  ;3 *  but  no  oilicial  record 
has  come  down  to  us,  concerning  their  doings,  on 
that  day. 

Having  been  strengthened  by  the  addition  of  six 
fresh  and  effective  Regiments  to  his  already  powerful 
command,  General  Howe  determined  to  attack  the  j 
American  lines,  on  the  following  day,  \_T!i’tn'l<iy , 
October  31 ; J and,  for  that  purpose,  all  necessary  pre-  I 
parations  were  duly  made  ; hut  the  preceding  night 
and  the  morning  of  that  day  were  very  rainy' ; and  the  j 
proposed  movement  was  necessarily  postponed.* 

During  the  same  day,  [Ttvinsday,  October  31,]  the  I 
Americans  remained  within  their  works,  quietly  pre- 
paring for  the  abandonment  of  them  and  carefully 
watching  every  movement  of  their  enemy. 

Supposing  that  one  of  the  objects  of  General  Howe 
was  to  turn  the  Hank  of  the  lines-;  to  seize  the" bridge 
over  the  Croton -river ; and  thereby,  to  cut  off  the 
communication  of  the  Army  with  the  upper  country, 
General  Washington  detached  General  Rezin  Beall, 
with  three  fine  Regiments  of  Marylanders,  to  occupy 
that  very  important  pass;  and  General  J.ord  Stirling 
was  ordered,  with  the  Brigade  which  he  commanded,  j 
“ to  keep  pace  with  the  enemy’s  left  flank,  and  to  j 
“ push  up,  also,  to  Croton-river,  should  he  plainly  ! 
“ perceive  that  the  enemy’s  route  lays  that  way.”5 
At  the  same  time  that  the  Army  was  being  rapidly 
diminished  by  the  desertions  of  the  Militia,6  to  say 
nothing  of  stragglers,7 * * *  those  who  remained  at  their 


1 Vide  page  253,  ante. 

“General  Ho  ire  to  Lord  George  Germaine,  “ Nfav-York,  30  November, 
“1770;*’  [Hull's]  IJiiton,  of  the  Cit’d  II  nr  in  America , i.,  200;  Seed  man's 
History  of  the  American  U'ar,  i.,  215  ; etc. 

3 How’s  Jdiry,  October  30;  Litl-.r  fim  L:m tenant  colonel  Tilghmcin  to 
his  father , “ Whiik-Plaixs,  31  October,  1770.” 

i General  H ave  to  I.ard  George  Germaine,  “ New  York,  30  November, 
“ 1776  [Hall’s]  Histonj  of  the  Civil  War  in  America , 209  ; Stedman’s 

Hi*tory  of  0 Atnerh-an  War , i.,  21  ; etc. 

6 Lien tr tun ili  lar  i TUjhm'tm  to  II  .'  ■ • Liter,  “'Wiurf-J’;  w.v->,  Octo- 
“ her  31 , 177c  ” 

6 “Our  Army  is  decreasing,  fast:  several  gentlemen  who  have  come 
“ to  Camp,  \ ithin  a few  days,  have  observed  largo  numbers  of  Militia 
“ returning  home,  on  the  ditferent  roads.” — (Colonel  Robert  H.  Harrison 
to  the  President  of  the  Congress,  “ Whitk.-Pl.mns,  October  31,  1770.”) 

“It”  fa  reinforcement, ] “will  arrive,  very  seasonably,  and  in  part 
“make  up  fur  the  deficiency  occasioned  by  daily  desertions  of  our  men, 
“who  are  r<  turning  to  their  homes  in  the  most  scandalous  and  infamous 
“manner.  The  roads  are  crowded  with  them.’ — ( c<>toml  L!>rtil. 
Harrison  to  Governor  Trumbull,  “ White-Plain.-.  November  2,  1 7~ ' ) 

7 “The  General,  in  a rifle  he  took,  yesterday,  to  rerun n- it ro  tho 

“ grounds  about  this,  was  surprised  and  shocked  to  find  both  Otliic-rs 

" ami  Soldiers  straggling  all  over  t lie  country,  under  one  idle  pretenro 

“or  other,  when  they  cannot  tell  the  hour  or  minute  the  Cutup  may  be 

“attacked,  and  their  services  indispensably  necessary.  1 1 ••  once  more 
“positively  orders  that  neither  Officer  or  Soldier  shall  stir  out  of  Camp, 
“without  leave;.  . ."(General  Orders,  “ Ilr.AD-Ql'ALTElL-q  WaiTB 
“ Plains,  October  31, 1776.“) 


post  were  evidently  diligently  employed  in  prepari 
to  move  to  a new  position — an  operation  in  whi 
the  great  scarcity  of  teams  added,  very  greatly,  to  t! 
personal  labor  of  the  men" — and,  during  the  follow- 
ing night,  that  of  Thursday,  the  thirty-first  of  Octo- 
ber,'* the  entire  line  of  the  Army,  taking  the  extreme 
left  of  the  line  for  the  pivot,1"  swung  hack,  from  the 
lines  which  it  had  constructed,  with  so  much  labor, 
on  the  high  grounds,  above  the  Plains,  until  its  rear 
rested  on  the  more  advantageous  high  grounds  of 
Northcastle ; 11  within  a mile  from  the  position  which 
it  had  abandoned  ;**  and  authoritatively  described  as 
“ grounds  which  were  strong  and  advantageous,  and 
“ such  as  they.”  \thc  King' a troops, ] “ could  not  have 
“ gained  without  much  loss  of  blood,  iu  case  an 
“ attempt  had  been  made.”” 

A strong  party  was  left  in  possession  of  the  lines 


8 Colonel  Robert  H.  Harrison  to  the  President  of  the  Congress,  “ W HITK- 
“ Plains,  October  31,  1776.” 

y Chief  justice  Marshall,  (Life,  of  George  Washington , ii.,  505,)  stated,  in 
harmony  with  what  General  Howe  also  stated  in  his  despatches  to  T ord 
Georgo  Germaine,  (vide  page  ill,  ante,)  that  the  American  Army  was 
withdrawn  from  the  lines  on  the  night  after  the  engagement  on  Chat* 
turtun’s-bill ; and  that  it  was  muv.  d,  a seconrl  time,  during  the  night  of 
the  thirty  first  of  October,  to  the  high  grounds  of  Northcastle,  which  he 
erroneously  supposed  to  have  been  five  miles  from  the  \N  hite  Plains. 

We  cannot  reconcile  either  of  these  statements,  w ithout  some  qualifi- 
cation, with  well-known  facts  which  indicate,  beyond  a pc- rad  venture, 
that  the  lines  which  tho  main  body  had  occupied,  from  the  beginning, 
were  fully  occupied  until  the  evening  of  the  thirty-first  of  October,  as 
stated  in  tho  text ; aud  we  await  the  appearance  of  new  evidence  Which 
can  throw  more  light  on  the  subject,  without  permitting  our  own  well- 
considered  convictions  to  he,  iu  the  meantime,  disturbed  by  what  ap- 
pears to  have  been  written  ambiguously. 

10  “The  left  of  our  Ge  up  nil's  Division  was  not  to  move;  but  the  re- 
“muinder  of  bis  Division  and  all  the  other  Divisions  of  the  Army 
“were  to  fall  back  and  form,”  on  that  stationery  pivot,  (Memoirs  of 
Central  Heath,  79;)  the  whole  occupying  a dcw  line,  without  having 
disturbed  the  relative  positions  of  any  of  the  Regiments  or  Divisions  of 
whom  the  Army  was  composed. 

11  Gordon’s  History  of  the  American  Revolution,  ii.,  3 13,  31  i ; Marshall's 
Life  of  George  Washington , ii.,  506  ; General  ILoice  to  Lord  Georg e Ger- 
maine, “New- York,  30  November,  1776;”  [Hall's]  History  of  the  Civil 
War  in  America,  i.,  210;  Stedman's  History  of  the  American  War,  i.,  216  ; 
etc. 

12  Hall  and  Stednian  erronously  supposed  the  new  position  was  North 
of  the  Croton-river.  General  Ilowe,  very  accurately,  stated  it  was  “one 
“mile  back  from  their  entrenchments. “ Chief  justice  Marshall,  as  we 
ha'  e seen,  erroneously  supposed  it  was  five  miles  from  the  White  Plains. 
Hildreth,  (History  of  the  United  Slates,  iii.,  154,)  said  it  was  two  miles  in 
Thn  r<  ar  of  tho  first  line.  Irving,  (Life of  George  WuthimjUn,  it. . 397.) 
said  ir  was  five  mil-.-* 'distant.  Loosing,  (Piet or h 7 L'ietd-b<mt;  of  tin  /' 
lotion,  ii.,  823.)  said,  uncertainly,  it  was  “toward  the  Cr  d n River.** 
General  Knox,  in  a letter  written  to  hi*  brother,  dated  “ Near  \N  iiite- 
“ Plains,  32  milks  from  Ncw-Yop.k,  1 Nov.  1776.’’ said  “ ihe  enemy’s 
“ possession  of  this  hill  obliged  us  to  abandon  some  slight  line*  thrown 
“ up  on  tho  White  Plains.  This  wo  did,  this^  morning,  [and  retired  to 
“some  hill*  about  half  a mile  in  the  rear.’’ 

As  the  left  of  the  former  line  did  not  move  from  the  position  which  it 
had  occupied  since  tho  twenty-second  of  October;  and  because  tho 
remainder  of  the  Army,  w ithout  disturbing  the  formation  of  the  line, 
did  no  more  than  to  aw  ing  back,  on  a pivot,  infs)  its  new  position,  the 
extreme  right  could  n<*t  have  been  more  than  two  miles  distant  fn»n; 
the  former  line,  probably  it  was  not  much  more  than  half  that  distance. 

13  General  Washington  to  the  l 'resident  of  the  Congress,  “ White-Plains, 
“G  November,  1776.’’ 

See,  also,  Gordon’s  History  of  the  American  Revolution,  ii.,  341  ; Mar- 
shall's fife  of  Georg*  Wa*h'njtai,  ii  , 5o*» ; [Hall's]  Hid  ary  of  the  Civil 
War  in  America,  i.,  210  ; Stedman’s  Hid  ary  of  the  Amerie:n  liar,  i , 216  ; 
etc. 
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which  bad  been  vacated;1  and/ilurmjr  the  nk'ht,  i t Met 
fire  to  several  barns  and  one  house,  which  contained 
lbrage;  and  some  Provisions  which,  lor  the  want  of 
teams,  could  not  be  removed,  were  also  destroyed.1 

On  the  morning  after  the  withdrawal  of  the  main 
body  of  the  A merman  Army  from  its  lines,  at  the 
head  of  the  White  Plains,  [Friday,  November  1,  177b, J 
General  Howe  gave  orders  for  the  occupation  of  those 
lines,  by  the  Royal  Army;  but,  again,  a violent  rain 
interposed;  and  the  project  was  abandoned.3  At  a 
later  hour,  however,  the . Hessian  Grenadiers  were 
moved  from  Chatterton’s-hill,  and  occupied  those 
lines,4  very  possibly  as  the  beginning  of  a movement 
against  the  new  position  ot  the  American  Army, 
which,  after  a due  examination  of  its  strength,  was 
conducted  no  further.5 

1 latter  from  a Getd'eman  in  the  Army , “Came  near  the  Mii.es,  about 
“thuf.e  mti.es  North  ok  the  White- I*j. a ins,  November  1,  1770,”  pub- 
lished in  The  Pennsylvania  livening  Past,  No.  2X0,  1 H 1 1.  vuklph  i a,  Thurs- 
day,  November  14,  177  l»  ; General  Hu  we. to  hard  George  ( ienmiiue , “New* 
“ York,  30  November,  1770  [Hall’s]  III*:, my  of  the  Civil  War  in  Amer- 
ica, i.,  210  ; Gordon's  History  of  the  American  lo.iobdion,  ii.,  344  ; etc. 

2 Memoir*  of  General  Heath,  8(J. 

See,  also,  a Jitter  from  a Gentleman  in  the  Army , dated  “Camp  near 
“ thf.  Mills,  about  three  3HI.es  North  op  the  White- Thins,  Novem- 
“ her  1,  1770,”  published  in  The  Pennsylvania  Lveiiug  Past,  No,  2s-\ 
Philadelphia,  Thursday,  Novendar  14,  177'* ; General  George  Clinton  to 
John  3L  Kesson,  “Camp  at  the  old  place,  near  the  White  Plains,” 
“November.  1770  ;”  General  lloue  to  Lord  George  (Jermaine,  “Ntw- 
“ York,  30  November,  1770  etc. 

General  Howe  and  several  others  have  fallen  into  the  error  of  sup- 
posing that  the  Village  of  the  White-Plains  wr-as  also  burned,  on  the 
occasion  now  under  notice:  it  was  not  burned  until  the  night  of  the 
fifth  of  November,  when,  after  he  had  robbed  the  houses,  it  was 
destroyed  by  a party  of  31  asj-aehu.setis  troops,  commanded  bv  Major  Austin. 

3 J.n  the  croes-exami nation  of  General  Loid  Cornwallis,  by  the  mem 

hers  of  a Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  sixth  of  May, 
1770,  his  Lordship  was  asked,  “Was  there  not  a time,  at  the  White 
“ Plains, -when  our  Army  lay  on  their  arms,  intending  to  attack  the 
“ enemy,  but  were  prevented  by  rain?,”  to  which  he  replied,  “After 
“ the  enemy  full  back  to  the  heights,  near  North-Castle,  they  left  an 
“advance  Corps  on  the  heights  of  the  White  Plains;  there  were  or- 
“ ders  given  for  an  attack  of  that  Corps,  which  was  prevented  by  a vi- 
“olontrain.  We  did  not  lay  upon  our  arms.”  The  inquiry  was  con- 
tinued by  the  Committee  indiing,  “From  the  situation  of  the  rebel 
*■  Army  and  of  our's,  was  that  storm  in  their  or  our  faces?”  to  which 
bis  Lordship  replied,  “ I do  not  apprehend  that  the  attack  was  pre- 
“ vented  by  tho  storm  of  rain  being  in  either  of  our  faces;  there  are 
‘ other  effects  of  a storm,  Mich  as  spoiling  the  roads  ami  preventing 
“the  drawing  of  artillery  up  strep  hilis.”  The  Committee  continued, 
by  asking,  “ Whether  if  the  piader  was  wet,  on  both  sides,  the  nt- 
“ tack  I no.  bt  not  have  l h-h  in.ido  b\  bayon-ts  '»  ; “ to  which  hi  I.,  rd- 
t?hij  replied,  “ f do  not  recollect  that  l -aid  tic  p wder  wn->  wet.  : and, 

th*-:e,  the  ‘•object  ww1  dn>;  }•  •!.-  i A ! m-H*  1-  >■<  i-m-r.tory  Au  i,  Fifth 
y.  >sion  (.if  the  Fourteenth  Tarliann  nt  of  Gn  at  Britain,  xiii.,  11.) 

4 Qnm  'ol  Howe  to  Lard  George  Gerund  it*,  ‘ New- York,  3«»  No\«n;l>er, 

■ Although  it  was  n -t  stated,  at  the  time, , and  notwithstanding  it  1ms 
not  bceu  stated,  since  that  time,  that  General  ll*.»we  j<i •p<»M.,d  to  attack 
the  Americans,  in  tin  ir  new  position,  on  the  m ruing  after  it  was  taken 
by  them,  we  are  sure  that  that  was  bis  purpose,  when  he  ordered  the 
Hessian  Grenadiers  from  Chattel  ton’s  hill  ; and  ma  le  the  preparations  for 
“druwing  of  artillery  up  steep  hills,”  t » which  Genera!  Lord  Cornwallis 
referred,  in  liis  testimony  ; and  ordered  or  approved  the  movement  on 
the  extreme  left  of  tin-  American  lines,  of  which  mention  will  bo  made, 
hereafter.  Nothing  cIms  than  such  a project,  it  seems  to  ns,  could  have 
warranted  all  these  operations  ; and,  certainly,  nothing  else  could  have 
Jed  some  of  tho  British  writers,  including  Captain  Hall,  (History  of  the 
Cit'd  IV’ur  in  America , i.,  2lu,)  to  consider  tho  occupation  of  the  aban- 
doned lines,  by  the  Hessian  Grenadiers,  us  a pursuit  of  the  fugitive 
Americans. 


I On  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  first  of  November, 
simultaneously  with  the  movement  of  the  Hessian 
Grenadiers  and  with  other  equally  important  prepa- 
; rations — the  whole,  we  believe,  preparatory  to  an  as- 
j aiult  on  the  new  position  of  the  American  Army,  in 
I the  high  grounds  of  North  C;istle, — a heavy  body, 
from  the  Right  of  the  Royal  Army,  with  a number  of 
field-pieces,  was  moved  against  the  extreme  left  of  the 
American  lines,  where  the  Division  commanded  by 
General  Heath  was  posted,  and  opened  a heavy  fire  ; 
which  was  returned  by  Captain-lieutenant  Bryant 
and  Lieutenant  Jackson,  of  the  American  Artillery, 
neither  party  sustaining  any  loss  which  was  particu- 
larly worthy  of  record/'  A violent  rain,  however, 
again  interposed;  and  the  project,  whatever  it  may 
have  been,  was  abandoned. 7 


6Generul  Heath  has  left  #.  very  minute  description  i»f  ihc  movements 
of  the  enemy  and  of  his  own  preparations  to  oppose  thus  ■ movements, 
{Memoir*  of  General  Heathy  80,  81  ;)  and  we  make  room  for  it,  because  of 
its  great  local  interest,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  White  Plains:  “OurGeu- 
“ crabs  first  anxiety,”  General  Heath  stated,  speaking  of  himself,  “was 
“ for  Colonel  .Malcolm’s  Regiment,  on  Hie  hill,  to  tli**  East  of  the  hollow, 
“on  the  left,  * b-3fc  the  enemy  should  push  a Column  info  the  hollow, 
“and  cut  tlie  Regiment  off  from  the  Division.  Ho,  therefore,  order— I 
“ Major  Keith,  one  of  his  Aides,  to  gallop  over,  and  order  Colonel  Mal- 
“culm  to  come  off.  immediately,  with  Lieutenant  FeO no’s  Artillery  , but, 
“ upon  a more  critical  view  of  the  ground,  in  the  hollow,  (at  the  h -ad 
“of  which  there  was  a heavy  stone  wall,  well-situated  to  cover  a body  of 
“troops  to  throw  a heavy  fire  directly  down  it,  while  an  oblique  fire 
“could  be  thrown  in,  on  both  sides,)  he  ordered  Major  Pollard,  his  other 
“Aide,  to  gallop  after  Keith,  and  countermand  the  first  order;  and  to 
“ direct  the  Colonel  to  remain  at  his  post;  at;  1 be  should  be  supported. 
“ A strong  Regiment  was  ordered  to  the  head  of  the  hollow,  to  occupy 
“the  wall. 

“Tim  cannonade  v.\is  brisk,  on  both  sid  \s.  through  which  the  two 
“ Aides-de-camp  passed,  in  going  and  returning.  At  this  instant,  Gen- 
' ‘ eral  Washington  rode  up  to  the  hill.  Llis  first  question  to  our  General, 
“ was,  ‘ How  is  your  Division?*  He  was  answered,  * They  are  all  in  «>r- 
*•  ‘dor.*  ‘ Have  you,*  said  the  Commander-in-chief,  ‘any  troops  on  the  hill, 
“ * over  the  hollow?  ’ He  was  answered,  ‘ Malcolm's  Regiment  is  there.’  ‘ ff 
“‘von  do  not  call  them  off, immediately,’  says  the  General,  ‘you  may  I »se 
“ ‘them;  if  the  enemy  push  a column  up  the  hollow.’  Ho  was  atnw  -re  1, 
*“  that,  even  in  that  case,  their  retreat  should  be  mad"  >afe  ; tliat  a strong 
“ Regiment  was  posted  at  the  head  of  the  lndlow.  behind  the  wall  ; that 
“ this  Regiment,  with  the  oblique fireof  tin*  Division,  would  so  check  the 
“enemy,  as  to  allow  Malcolm  to  make  a safe  retr.-at.  The  Commando  r- 
“ iu-eliief  concluded  by  saying,  ‘ Take  care  that  yon  do  not  lose  them.’ 

“The  Artillery  of  the  Division  was  s > well  directed  as  to  throw  tho 
“ British  artillery-men,  several  times,  into  confusion  ; a utl.  finding  that 
“ they  could  not,  liere;  make  any  impression,  they  drew  back  their  pieces, 
“ t5'  ( 'oltii  in  not  advancing  probably  l ' f the  n 

' ■ ■ ' 
f-ahmeet,  as  <«•.  hare  ale bt  Stated. ] 

“The  British  Artillery  now  made  a circuitous  movement;  and  came 
“ down,  toward  the  American  right.  Here,  unknown  to  them,  were 
"some  -rwelve-pou riders,  upon  the  discharge  of  which,  they  made  off 
“ with  their  field-pieces,  as  fast  ns  their  ho:.-<s  could  draw  them. 

“ A sliot  from  the  American  cannon,  -if  this  pi . e.  t ’ iff  the  he  id  of  a 
“Hessianartillery-Ti.au  : they  also  left  one  of  tln-ir  artillery-horses,  dead 
“on  the  field.  Vhat  other  loss  they  sustained,  not  known.  Of  our 
“General’s  Division,  one  mail,  only,  belonging  to  Colonel  Paul  bug’s 
“ Regiment  of  New-York  troops,  was  killed.”  f 

• Testimony  if  Lord  Cornwallis,  before  a Committee  of  the  House  of 
Caannons,  vide  Note  3,  of  tbb  page,  ante. 


* For  descriptions  of  the  various  localities  mentioned  in  this  statement, 
by  General  Heath,  see  page  iV2,  ante. 

fTlio  Let  urns  of  Central  George  Clinton  * BrijtuL q dated  “ Pef.kskill, 
“November  17,  177*1,”  uoted  1 hut  casualty,  and  gave  the  name  of  the 
man-— William  Plioeuix.  of  Captain  Caulmcs’d  Company. 
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Having  been  thus  frustrated  in  all  his  <! ? •> rt s 
to  cut  oil'  the  coniniuniciitions  of  i!>e  American 
Army  with  the  upper  country  as  well  as  with  New 
England  and  to  draw  General  Washington  to  give  him 
battle,  in  a general  engagement — in  other  words, 
having  been  completely  outgeneraled  by  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  forces  whom  his  associates  in 
arms  had  so  contemptuously  ridiculed — General  Howe 
determined  to  abandon  the  attempt;1  and  to  with- 
draw his  great  and  powerful  command  from  West- 
chester-county,  in  search  of  laurels  on  other  and  more 
inviting  fields,  The  two  Armies  continued  in  their 
respective  lines,  not  more  than  a long  cannon-shot 
from  each  other,  * until  the  following  Saturday  night, 

[ November  2,]  when  the  American  sentries  heard  what 
they  supposed  to  have  been  therumblingsoundofinov-  | 
ing  artillery. 3 * On  Monday  night,  the  fourth  of  No- 
vember, however,  the  entire  eucarrfpment  ofthe  enemy  ! 
was  broken  up;  and,  on  the  following  morning,  \ 
[ Tuesday , November  5,]  he  made  a sudden  and  unex-  j 
pected  movement  from  all  the  posts,  in  front  of  the  j 
American  lines,  which  he  had  previously  taken* — as 
early  as  the  preceding  Monday,  [ October  23,]  evidently 
preparatory  to  this  movement,  General  Knyphausen, 
who  had  been  left  at  New  Rochelle,  with  the  Second 
Division  of  the  German  troops,  to  keep  open  the  com- 
munication between  the  Army  and  the  Fleet, 5 6 had 
been  ordered  to  leave  the  Regiment  of  Waldeckers, 
who  formed  a portion  of  his  command,  at  that  place, 
and  to  move  with  the  remainder  of  the  Division, 
six  fresli  Battalions  of  Hessians,  towards  Kiugsbridge ; 
and,  on  Satu  rday,  the  second  of  November,  he  had  occu- 
pied a position,  on  New-York-island,  near  that  place:  | 
on  Sunday,  the  third  of  November,  the  entire  Army  | 
had  been  ordered  to  provide  itself  with  forage,  for 
three  day’s  consumption:  on  the  following  day,  [Mon-  \ 
day,  November  4,]  Major-general  Grant,  with  the  i 
Fourth  Brigade  of  British  troops,  had  been  moved  ; 
down  to  Mile-Square  and  Yalcntine’s-hill ; General  I 
Agnew,  with  the  Sixth  Brigade  of  British  troops,  the 
same  who  had  been  moved  to  Mamaroueck,  on  the  | 
morning  after  the  Queen’s  Rangers  had  been  so 

roughly  bandied”  bv  Colonel  Haslet  and  his  com-  I 
mand, had  been  moved  from  that  place  to  a bridge  j 

l " 1 : not  »'■!!. i - i 1 ■ 'li  i \ i h'  ' r • 1 1 _ - • 1 , robj 

“of  the  least  conseqm  ncc,”  were  General  Howe’s  official  words,  tie-  1 
scriptive  of  that  very  important  determination 

See,  also,  [Hall's]  History  of  the  Civil  Htir  in  America,  i . , 211  ; Sted-  i 
man’s  History  of  th - American  I Tar,  i.,210;  ALnioini  of  General  llsath,  j 
81  ; Gordon’s  History  of  the  American  He  volution , ii.,  oil  ; Marshall's  ! 
Life  of  George,  Washington,  ii.,  50G,  507  ; etc. 

- J [cm  airs  of  Genera!  Heath,  81-83  ; [.•  tt>r  date, l 4<Nkak  Hkai>-Qu.\R-  i 
“ TEltS,  N’outii-CaSTLB,  Nov.  5,  1776,’’  published  in  The  l rervviu'*  Jour- 
nal awl  Nvxu- Hampshire  Gazette,  Vol.  1.,  N<-  26,  Puktsmoi  tii,  Tuesday, 
November  PJ,  1776. 

a Menm ini  of  General  Heath,  8.5. 

* General  Washing1' a to  the  President  of  the  * '<■  tigress,  “ White- Drains,  f. 

'*  November,  1770  the  fame  to  Governor  Livingston,  “ Wuitk-I'l.wns, 
“7  November,  1776;’’  Afenioirs  of  General  Heath,  811;  Marshall  s Life  I 
of  George  Washington , ii.,  507  ; Gordon’s  History  of  the  American  Itec  >-  j 
lutUm , ii.,  34-1  ; etc. 

6 Vide  pages  273,  258,  unto.  * Vide  pages  252,  253,  ante. 


over  the  Bruiix-river,  near  1 )c*  I.mr*v'~  Mill,  [god-/ 
village  of  M'rxt  /arms,]  in  the  Town  of  Westchester ; 
and  the  Waldeckers  whom  General  Knyphausen  had 
left  at  New  Rochelle,  on  the  preceding  Monday,  w.us 
moved  to  another  bridge,  also  over  the  Bronx-river, 
three  miles  above  the  other,  [then  and  now  known  at 
Williatits’s-bridge  and  every  other  necessary  prepara- 
tion for  an  orderly  and  undisturbed  retreat  had,  in  the 
meanwhile,  been  taken.7 

During  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  the  fifth  of  Novem- 
ber, inspired  by  the  teachings  of  General  Israel  Put- 
nam,8 and  in  harmony  with  the  advanced  New  Eng- 
land ideas,  of  that  period,  with  which  the  inhabitants 
of  Westchester-county  had  already  bejorne  well- 
acquainted,®  as  well  as  with  those  of  an  immediately 
subsequeut  period,1"  a body  of  Massachusetts  troops,  led 
by  Major  Austin,  of  Colonel  Brewer’s  Regiment,  left 
the  Camp,  and  went  down  into  the  Village  of  the 
While  Plains,  which  the  enemy  has  abandoned,  dur- 
ing the  earlier  portions  of  the  day.  The  purposes  of 
that  party  were  such  as  New  Englanders  of  that  period 
were  apt  to  regard  as  peculiarly  “ patriotic  ” — they 
evidently  went  down  to  see  what  the  merciless  Hes- 
sian and  British  soldiery  had  left,  when  the  Royal 
Army  had  retreated;  to  select,  for  their  own  or  their 
families’  uses,  and  to  carry  away,  into  New  England, 
whatever,  of  that  remainder,  should  best  suit  their 
own  tastes  ; to  dispossess  the  women  and  children 
who  were  mostly  the  occupants  of  the  houses  ; and  to 
burn  what  they  did  not  care  to  steal,  sparing  almost 
nothing  of  either  public  or  private  properties,  just  to 
•“strike  terrour  into  the  Tories  and  influence  in  our 
“favour,”  as  these  New  England  thieves  “patrioti- 
“ cully”  expressed  it.  That  was  the  prevailing  New 
England  idea  of  the  period,  taught  and  illustrated  by 

7 General  Have  to  Lord  George  Germaine,  “New-Yokk,  30  November 
“ 1776  ; ’’  [flail's]  History  of  the  Civil  War  in  America , i.,  211  ; etc. 

8 “'The  quest iou  being  asked  Major  Austiu,  whether  he  had  any 
“orders  for  burning  said  houses,  lie  confessed  that  he  had  no  orders 
“Am  it;  but  he  alleged,  as  an  excuse,  his  being  in  compuuy  >*ith 
“ some  of  the  General  Officers,  just  before  the  houses  were  burnt  oil  the 
“Plains,”  [those  containing  tl-e  forage , etc.,  xrhi  ii  had  been  burned  trhen 
the  Army  evacuat'd  the  lii>  *,  on  the  evening  of  t},< ■ thirty  first  of  October,] 
“and  heard  General  Putnam  say  ho  thought  it  would  be  best  to  burn 
“am.  the  h-'i j.s  s,  etc.;  ai  d finding  there  was  houses  burnt  on  the 
“Plains,  soon  after,  be  thought  it  his  duty  lo  burn  the  said  lions**, 
“as  bo  did.’ '--(‘Z/e/emv  of  Major  Austin,  before  the  Court- marluil,  PHiL- 
14  ii*sBL'i*.o,  November  12,  1770.”) 

°The  reader  will  remember  tin*  unauthorized  raids  of  the  banditti., 
under  Isaac  Sears,  David  Waferbury,  David  Wooster,  and  other  kl  po- 
“triotie”  New  Englanders,  during  which  the  most  barefaced  rob- 
beries of  tho  fanner. s’  properties,  through  ait  Westchester-county, 
had  been  pc  t rated  l*y  large  bodies  of  armed  men,  from  Connecticut, 
against  whom  the  isolated  and  unarmed  farmers  had  becu  powerless. 

W**Tho  enemy  have  retreated  from  the  W hit**  Plains.  It  was  a happy 
“thought,  the  burning  of  a few  hou>cs,  upon  our  retreat  from  thence. 
“The  measure  convinced  them  they  bad  little  to  expect  from  pellet  rat- 
“ ing  the  eotmtry.  They  saw  how  much  we  would  sacrifice,”  [*»/  the 
property  of  oth  r *,]  “to  the  safety  of  our  Army  and  disadvantage  of 
4*  theirs;  at  the  same  him*,  it  must  have  struck  terrour  into  the  Tories 
“and  influence  in  our  favour,  from  tho  strong  motive  of  interest,  as 
“they  perceive  their  dwellings,  etc.,  depend  on  our  success.” — {Colon* l 
Jed.  Huntington  to  Governor  IVnmbull,  “Camp,  North-Cattle,  7th 
“ vember,  1776.**) 


- 


WESTCII ESTER  COUNTY. 


NewEnglamlemoftheimV't  i-levatid stations:  ami  it  was 
evidently  regarded, by  llte  N>.\\  F.ngbmd  Major  and  his 
“ Christian”  followers,  not  only  a duty  but  a v irtue,  to 
obey  the  teachings  ofsuch  “ patriotic  ’’and  “ virtuous” 
preceptors. 

The  Major  and  his  men  entered  house  after  house, 
as  they  went  down  the  roadways  leading  through  the 
Village  ; carrying  from  each,  such  articles  as  pleased 
their  cupidity  ; 1 hastening  the  occupants  from  the 
houses,  without  suffering  them  to  dress  the  children, 
where  there  were  children,  “but  drove  them  out  of 
“doors,  naked 1  2 carrying  the  sick  and  helpless,  out- 
doors, on  their  beds,  and  leaving  them  exposed  to 
the  rigors  of  that  November  night;  3 4 5 insulting  the 
females,*  with  ill  language  and  threats,  in  the  presence 
of  the  Major;  and,  then,  setting  fire  to  the  bouses.3  The 
Court-house,  the  Meeting-house  of  the  I’resbyterian- 
church,  and  the  greater  number  of  the  dwellings',  in- 
cluding that  of  Doctor  Graham,  6 together  with  all, 
of  furniture  and  provisions  and  clothing,  which  the 
rapacious  enemy  had  spared  for  the  use  and  support 
and  protection  of  the  helpless  inhabitants,  unless 
such  portions  of  each,  which  the  new-comers  had 
taken  away,  to  the  Major's  marquee  or  elsewhere, 
were  thus  wantonly  and  criminally  destroyed.7 

That  great  outrage,  inflicted  on  the  inhabitants  of 
Westchester-couuty,  called  forth  the  denunciations  of 
the  Commander-in-chief,  in  the  General  Orders  of 
the  Army, 8 * and  those  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of 
the  State  ; the  leader  of  the  band  of  ruffians  who 

1 “ WIm.-i,  she  v.'  .Tit  out  of  the  hoc-  some  of  the  iik-u  h-v  in  to  carry 
“things  out  of  the  house  ; when  A-.c  asked  tln-m  why  they  th  <e 
“things.  Then  Major  Austin  spake;  anti  told  her  he  should  carry 
“ them  to  the  General’s;  and  alleged  General  Sullivan's  order-,  for  it.” 
— (.' \[r* . Adams's  testimony,  before  the  Onrt-martial  for  the  tial  of  Major 
Austin , “ I’ltlMPSHCRG,  November  12,  1770.“) 

“On  the  night  of  the  Mb  instant,  he  had  been  out  on  a scouting  party, 
“ with  Major  Austin;  and, on  their  return. the  Major  ordered  him  1 <ick,wit!i 
*•  five  men.  to  the  houses  which  they  burned  ;and  told  him  to  take  good  cure 
‘•of  whatever  things  he  got ; to  keep  them  safe  ; ami  bring  them  cfT,  to  his 
“ ruarkte  etc. — (Testimony  ofS-rjeanl  Churchill , at  then  one  trial, Nov- 
t;  ember  13,”  in  which  Captain  Keith  and  James  Linzcr  fully  concurred.) 

” Further  says,  that  what  things  were  tied  up,  in  two  blankets,  were 
“carried  to  the  Major’s  maikee  ; and  all  the  rest  were  left  with  the  vvo- 
*•  n .i.” — ( Tentiiwna : >-f  Tilley  liar,  at  the  same  trial,  ” Xoveiuber  13  ; ” 
in  which  James  Lir.zer  and  Captain  Keith  fully  concurred.) 

- Tr-dnr  ),y  c f M-  . A l ims,  at  the  same  trial. 

’■  7 • ' • f 1 1!  ■ , • ■ ■ ■ ! ■ nd  of  Copt 

same  trial. 

4 Teaim< ay  >f  | lams,  at  the  same  trial. 

5 “Major  Austin  told  his  men  to  go  and  set  the  other  houses  on  fire, 

“as  quick  as  he  Could.’* — (Testimony  > f Mr*.  Adams,  at  tlu*  same  trial.) 

See,  also,  the  testimony,  on  the  same  subject,  of  Sergeant  Churchill, 
of  Tilley  ilow,  f James  Liu/er.  and  * 'Captain  Keith,  at  the  same  trial. 

0 Cnderstood.  from  aged  people,  many  years  since,  to  have  occupied 

the  lower  portion  of  tie-  prop  rly  now  occupied  by  the  w.-perted  widow 
of  the  late  C.  llalrvy  Mitchell — that  portion  of  that  property,  indeed, 

which  w as  occupied,  so  many  years,  fi  r the  Law-ollices  of  Minott 

Mitchell,  Ksip,  s«»  long  the  head  of  the  Kir  of  Westchester-cuunty. 

1 General  Order*  of  the  Army,  “ II k.\ i»-ot'ARTF.us,  W if i rr-l'i  aim?,  No- 

“ VC mber  G.  177b.  ; “ The  ( dmmitt-n  ,.f  S'lfefy  far  the  State  nf  Seir-  York  to 
the  President  af  the  Qmjre**,  “In  Committee  of  Safety  Foil  nit:  State 
“ofNfw-Y.uk,  Fisii  kill,  November  2$,  1770;”  Mem  in  of  G-ntral 

Heath,  83  ; etc 

$ General  Orders  of  the  Army,  “HF-vo-iC  vhters.  White-Plains,  No- 
“ vernber  0,  177fi.'* 

* Committee  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Sew- York  l<  the  President  of  the 


had  inflicted  the  great  wrong,  only  after  the  most 
vigorous  effort  of'  General  Lee,  \.as  mildly  “ dis- 
“ missed  from  the  service,”  by  the  verdict  of  a second 
Court-martial,  who  sat  in  judgment,  on  the  culprit; 10 * 
and  he  was  turned  over  to  the  Convention  of  the  State, 
to  be  dealt  with,  in  an  action  by  the  State,  resulting 
in  his  escape  from  the  Jail  at  Kingston,  which  closed 
the  subject,  on  the  pages  of  history. 

On  Wednesday,  the  sixth  of  November,  General 
Howe,  with  ihut  portion  of  the  Itoyal  Army  whom  he 
had  not  pushed  forward  toward  Kingsbridge,  en- 
camped at  Dobbs’s-ferry ; 11  and,  on  the  same  day, 
General  Washington  called  a Council  of  his  General 
Officers,  to  consult  on  such  measures  as  should  be 
adopted,  in  case  the  enemy  should  continue  to  fall 
back,  on  the  City  of  New  York.12 

On  Thursday,  the  seventh  of  November,  the  en- 
emy’s park  of  Artillery  was  moved  to  Kingsbridge, 
under  a strong  escort,  with  a detachment  of  Chasseurs, 
to  join  the  Division  commanded  by  General  Knyphau- 
sen  ; 13  and  his  foraging  parties  were  busily  employed 
in  collecting  Grain  and  Hay,  and  in  driving  in  Cattle, 
from  all  those  portions  of  the  County  which  were  below 
Tarrytown,  the  Plains,  and  Rye.14 

On  Friday,  the  eighth  of  November,  two  Battalions 
of  Light  Infantry  and  the  remainder  of  the  Chasseurs, 
with  four  field-pieces,  took  post  on  the  line  of  com- 
munication with  Kingsbridge;15  and,  on  the  part  of 
the  Americans,  the  troops  belonging  to  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  more  Southern  States,  began 
to  file  oil',  from  the  lines  which  were  occupied  by  the 
American  Army,  “ as  fast  ;is  oiu  situation  and  circum- 
stances would  admit,  in  order  to  be  transported  over 
“the  river,  with  all  expedition.”  16 

On  Saturday,  the  ninth  of  November,  the  Division 
commanded'  by  General  Heath,  who  had  performed 
so  distinguished  a part  in  the  military  operations,  in 
Westchester-county,  was  moved  from  the  extreme  left 


Congress,  “IX  COMMITTEE  OF  S.VFETY,  FOR  THE  STATE  OF  X F.W  YORK, 
“Fishkitl,  November  28,  177G.“ 

Report  of  the  General  Court-martial,  held  by  order  of  Major-general 
Lee,  far  the  trial  of  Major  Austin,  “I'iiilit'shi/kg,  November  12,  177G.” 

11  General  Home  to  Lord  Georye  Germaine,  “ New-YoRK,  :v»  November, 
‘•177G;**  (’ilall'e]  History  of  th  f'v  il  War  in  America,  i.,  *211,  212  ; etc. 

1-  Gr*n  d Washington  (■<  the  P>-*id'  at  of  the  “ \N  L*  ITK-Pl.  fclNS, 

“ 6 November,  177b.” 

The  Council  referred  to  agreed,  unanimously,  that,  in  ca>o  the  enemy 
was  really  retreating  towards  New  York,  it  would  l»o  proper,  immediate- 
ly, to  throw  a body  of  troops,  into  New  Jersey;  that  those  troops  who 
were  ln<m  the  States  to  the  westward  of  the  Hudson,  should  be  thus  de- 
tached, the  others  to  be  subject  to  “ the  movements  of  the  enemy  and 
‘•the  circumstances  of  the  American  Army  ;“  and  that  three  thousand 
men  should  be  detailed  to  take  post  at  I'cekskill  and  the  passes  in  the 

II  iirh  lands,  for  the  defence  of  those  jmsts,  for  erecting  fortificafioin,  etc. 

13  General  Halve,  to  Lords  Gearjc  Gcnnnine,  “ Nkw-Youk,  3<»  November, 
“ I77o.” 

,4G<»erd  Jf  'Dourjnf.  to  Colonel  he  “ \\Ttm:-Pi..UN$,  November  7, 
“1770;“  Memoirs  of  General  IL  'dh,  81. 

16  General  Iloice  to  Lord  Georg-  Germaine,  “ Nkw-York,  30  November, 
“177G.” 

General  Washington  to  General  t.lreene,  “Head-quart  ERS,  8 November, 
“177R.“ 
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of  the  line,  which  it  had  so  honorably  occupied  ; and 
took  up  its  line  of  march,  towards  Reek-Jail,  where  it 
was  to  be  permanently  posted,  for  the  defense  of  the 
Highlands  ; 1 2 and,  on  Sunday,  the  tenth  of  November, 
General  Washington  left  the  White  Plains,  to  take 
command  of  those  troops  who  had  crossed  the  llud- 
son-river,  and  who,  soon  afterwards,  were  engaged  in  j 
that  disastrous  retreat,  through  the  Jerseys,  and  in 
that  subsequent  recovery  of  the  greater  part  of  that 
State,  which  so  greatly  distinguished  him,  as  a com- 
manding General,  and  which  have  been  recorded,  with 
such  entire  approbation,  on  the  pages  of  history." 
General  Lee  was  left  at  the  White  Plains,  with  his 
own  Division  and  those  commanded  by  Generals 
Spencer  and  Sullivan,  generally  New  York  and  New 
England  troops,  with  orders  to  watch  the  movements 
of  the  enemy;  to  secure  and  carry  off  tire- Stores; 
and,  then,  to  follow  the  main  body  of  the  Army,  into 
the  Jerseys.3 * 

While  General  Washington  and  the  main  body  of 
the  American  Army  were  thus  falling  back  from  their 
position,  at  North  Castle,  General  Howe  and  the  main 
body  of  the  Royal  Army  continued  to  fall  hack  and 
approach  Ivingsbridge.  On  Sunday,  the  tenth  of 
November,  a Brigade  of  Hessians  was  moved  to  that 
place,  to  increase  the  strength  of  General  Knyphau- 
sen’s  already  strong  Division;*  and,  two  days  after- 
wards, [Tuesday,  November  12,]  the  main  body  of  the 
Royal  Army  broke  up  the  encampment,  at  Dobbs's- 
ferry,  which  it  had  occupied  since  the  preceding  Wed- 
nesday, and,  in  two  columns,  moved  towards  Kings- 
hridgc,  resting,  on  the  following  day,  [ Wednesday, 
November  13,]  on  the  heights  of  Ford  ham,  and  form- 
ing a line,  with  the  Right  upon  the  road  leading  to  j 
the  Borough  Town  of  Westchester,  and  covered  by  1 
the  Cronx-river,  and  with  the  Left  on  the  Hudson-  j 
river,5 &  where  it  remained,  until  the  preparations  for  j 
tire  assault  on  Fort  Washington,  which  had  been  rea- 
sonably determined  on,  had  been  completed.” 

The  progress' of  the  Royal  Army  through  West- 
ehester-county  was  distinguished  bv  the  outrages  > 
which  were  inflicted  on  the  inhabitants,  without  respect  | 
to  persons  or  sexes,  on  both  those  who  were  entirely  ! 
conservative  and  disposed  to  favor  tire  Royal  cause  i 
and  those  who  were  radically  and  actively  opposed  to  , 
it — as  General  Washington  described  them,  while  j 
forewarning  the  Governor  of  New  Jersey  of  what  the  ! 
fate  of  that  people  would  be,  “they  have  treated  all,  | 
“here,  without  discrimination:  the  distinction  of  j 

1 Memoirs  of  General  Ileath , 84. 

2 General  Washiugtini  to  the  Resident,  of  the  Congress,  “ Peeks  kill,  11  ! 
**  XovemUT,  177  * * 

3 Instructions  of  General  Washington  to  General  bee,  “ IlEAP-QlWRTF.Iis,  1 
“near  the  White-Plains  10  November,  1770  ;”  Uttar n <f  the  C i./i-  \ 

Troop*  un*l:r  the  command  of  General  H-r,  “ XOKTll-C aSTLE,  N>»-  ) 
*•  vember  10,  1770  Memoirs  of  G-in-ral  Heath,  84. 

* General  Ho  ice  to  Lord  George  Germaine , “New- York,  30  November,  t 
“ 1770.” 

& General  If  owe  to  l/ird  George  Germaine,  “ Nkw-Youk,  30  November,  | 

“ 1778;”  [H, ill's]  History  of  the.  Ciril  War  in  America,  1.,  212  ; etc. 

er»IaU>l  History  >f  the  Cial  War  in  America,  i.,  212. 


“ Whig  and  Tory  has  been  lost  in  one  general  scene 
“of  ravage  and  desolation.”  7 * * In  that  work,  the  Hes- 
sians and  the  British  troops  were  equally  notorious ; 
and  what  the  soldiery  spared,  was  frequently  carried 
away  by  the  soldiers’  wives  and  mistresses,  who 
formed  a part  of  the  retinue  of  the  Army.”  Indeed, 
the  warmth  of  controversy  called  out  from  one  of  the 
most  prominent  Loyalists  of  that  period,  the  following 
graphic  description  of  the  outrages  inflicted  by  the 
King’s  troops:  “The  inhuman  treatment  alluded  to, 
“ was  the  indiscriminate  plunder  suffered  to  be  com- 
“mitted,  by  the  soldiery  under  his  command,  on 
“Staten  Island,  Long  Island,  the- White  Plains,  and 
“in  the  Province  of  New  Jersey,  where  friend  and 
“foe,  loyalist  and  rebel,  met  with  the  same  fate — a 
“series  of  continued  plunder,  which  was  a disgrace  to 
“au  Army  pretending  to  discipline,  and  which,  while 
“it  tended  to  relax  the  discipline  of  the  troops, could 
“not  fail  to  create  the  greatest  aversion,  even  in  the 
“breast  of  loyalty  itself,  to  a service  which,  under  the 
“ fair  pretence  of  giving  them  protection;  robbed  them, 
“in  many  instances,  of  even  the  necessaries  of  life.”  9 
But  the  sufferings  endured  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Westehester-county  were  not  confined  to  those  which 
were  produced  by  the  outrages  inflicted  by  the  Royal 
Army  and  its  followers.  We  have  already  alluded,1* 
incidentally,  to  the  robberies  of  Horses  which  were 
inflicted  bn  the  farmers  of  that  County,  by  Officers  of 
the  American  Army,  for  their  private  uses,  at  their 
respective  homes — not  by  the  Rank  and  File,  nor  by 
the  soldiers’  wives  and  concubines,  nor  in  a foreign 
country ; but  by  the  Commissioned  Officers  of  the 
Army  of  Americans  who  had  been  moved  into  the 
County,  for  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants  and  of 
their  properties.  To  such  an  extent  were  those 
robberies  of  Horses,  to  be  sent  to  the  homes  of  the 
thieves,  for  their  private  uses,  carried  on.  that,  after 
several  General  Orders,  bearing  on  the  subject,  had 


7 General  Washing  ton  to  Governor  Livingston,  tl  White-Plains,  7 No- 
“ vember,  177b.” 

In  a letter  to  General  Grec-ne.  written  on  the  same  day,  the  General 
said,  "They,”  [the  farm  ere,  in  S>'w  Jersey ,]  ‘‘may  r»dy  upon  it,  that  the 
“ enemy  will  leave  nothing  they  find  among  them;  nor  do  they  dis- 
“ criminate  between  \'  hi-  and  Tory.  V>  ofi:l  experience  has  convinced 
“ the  Ihtp-r,  in  the  m -meids of  the  enemy,  in  : i i i ^ Slate, of  this  truth.” 
— { General-  lVV*/«t  «*;*•>•  t • *;■  Greene,  “ Wh  ite-I’La:  xs,  N \ ember  7, 
“1778.”) 

* “The  people  who  remained  in  that  part  of  the  country,”  [ TlW.  •/>.*■- 
b r-county,]  “ through  which  they  pass’d,  have  been  most  cruelly  plun 
“ dered  ; many  helpless  women  had  even  their  shifts  token  from  their 
“ lak“  by  the  soldiers’  wives,  after  the  great  plunderers  had  done  ; and, 
l<  in  this  general  ravage,  no  di*» wimination  was  made  of  Whig  or  Tory.” 
{Letter  from  Stamford,  dated  “ '12  th  Nov.  177b,”  published  ill  The  free- 
man's Journal,  or  Seic- 1 famjishirc  Gazette,  A oh  I.,  No.  28,  PORTSMOUTH, 
Tuesday,  December  3,  177b.) 

w [Galloway's]  Reply  to  the  Observations  of  Lieut.  Gen.  .Sir  William 
Howe  oil  a pamphlet  entitled  letters  to  a Xohleuian,  17,  18. 

On  the  general  subject,  see,  also,  General  McDontjal  to  Colonel  D-i 
Witt , “White-Plains,  7 November,  177b;’*  letter  to  a Gentleman  in 
Virginia,  “ Head-ch  arters,  White-Plains,  November  8,  177h,”  pub- 
lished in  Force’s  American  Archives,  V.,  iii.,fio:i;  Ttie  GimniiUee  of  S-ifety 
to  the  1 ‘resident  of  the.  Congress,  ‘ In  Committee  OF  S vFKTY  rou  THE 
“State  of  New-Yoiik,  Fish  kill,  November  20,  1776;”  etc. 

W Vide  pages  230,  2 10,  ante. 
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been  issued,  without  having  checked  the  career  of 
robbery,  General  Washington  was  constrained  to 
issue  another,  in  these  wonL, -ufficientlv  iiiu-tr..' i ve 
of  the  practices  and  of  liis  views  concerning  them : 
“ It  is  with  astonishment  the  General  hears  that  some 
“Officers  have  taken  Horses,  between  the  enemy's 
“Camp  and  ours,  and  sent  them  into  the  country,  for 
“their  private  use.  Can  it  be  possible  that  per- 
sons bearing  Commissions  and  fighting  in  such 
“ a cause,  can  degrade  themselves  into  plunderers  of 
“Horses?  He  hopes  every  Ofiieer  will  set  his  face 
“against  it,  in  future;  and  does  insist  that  the 
“ Colonels  and  commanding  Officers  of  Regiments  im- 
“ mediately  inquire  into  the  matter,  and  n-port  to  him 
“who  have  been  guilty  of  these  practices;  and  that 
“they  take  an  account  of  the  Horses  in  their  re- 
spective encampments;  and  send  to  the  Quarter- 
“ master-general  all.  that  are  not  in  some  public 
“ service.” *  1 

While  some  of  the  Officers  of  the  American  Army 
were  thus  employed  in  replenishing  their  own  stables, 
at  their  respective  homes,  from  the  stables  of  the 
farmers  of  Westchester-county,  others  of  that  Army, 
Officers  and  Privates,  were  systematically  visiting  the 
houses  of  those  farmers  and  robbing  them  of  what- 
ever was  acceptable  to  them. . Like  the  British  and 
Hessians,  they  were  not  respecters  of  either  the 
friends  of  the  American  cause  or  those  of  the  King; 
nor  did  they  hesitate  to  rob  helpless  and  unprotected 
females  and  their  families;  sometimes  turning  them 
out  of  their  houses,  undressed  and  in  their  night- 
clothes; and,  generally,  adding  personal  abuse  of 
their  victims  to  the  crime  of  robbing  them.  Nothing 
whatever  was  unacceptable  to  the  thieves;  and  the 
hags  of  Feathers  and  of  unmanufactured  Wool,  the 
Desks  and  Tea-tables  and  Chairs,  the  Book-cases  and 
Books,  the  Andirons  and  brass  and  copper  Kettles, 
the  linen  Curtains  and  Looking-glasses  and  women’s 
Hats,  the  Churns  and  Washtubs,  the  sets  of  Sleigh- 
harness  and  skips  of  Bees,  which  appear  recorded 
among  the  articles  which  were  thus  stolen  by  the 
soldiers  whom  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  had 
se,t  into  the  Army,  very  clearly  indicated  that  while 
the  Horses  of  the  farmers  of  Westchester-county 
were  stolen  for  the  supplying  of  the  stable--  of  the 
thieves,  at  their  respective  homes,  the  Household 
Furniture"  belonging  to  the  same  farmers,  and  tire 
Clothing  of  their  wives,  ami  their  unmanufactured 
Wool  and  Feathers,  and  their  Pees,  were  also  stolen 
for  the  purpose  of  enriching  the  homes  and  the  work- 
rooms and  the  gardens  of  those  same  “Christian” 
New  Englanders,  and  the  wardrobes  of  their  families. 
Among  those  who  were  thus  robbed  were  Miles  Oak- 
ley, who  was  the  Landlord  of  the  Tavern,  contiguous 
to  the  Court-house,  in  the  Village  of  the  White 
Plains;'1  John  Martine,  the  grandfather  of  the  late 

1 General  Order*,  “ 1 1 ka d-q  v a kteus,  Win  tk -Pi.ai  ns,  OctolxT-'H,  1776." 

2 On  pugo  GS,  ante,  note  1,  wo  referred  to  a Tavern,  also  contiguous  to 
the  Court -house,  which,  in  April,  1775,  was  suit!  to  have  been  the 


! Caleb  Martine  of  Grecnburgh  and  of  the  widow  of 
the  late  Thomas  Dean  of  T.-trry town,  v.  h • • - 1 to - 
siead  is  now  occupied  by  Isaac  I . Van  Wart,  of 
Green  burgh;  Talmau  Pugsley,  who  is  said  to  have 
i lived  where  the  brick  School-house  now  stands,  oppo- 
1 site  to  t lie  residence  of  Abraham  Beare,  of  Green- 
! burgh;  Pho.be  Oakley,  who  was  the  sister-in-law  of 
Talmau  Pugsley ; Murmaduke  Foster,  who  was  the 
son-in-law  of  John  Martine  ; and  Solomon  Pugsley 
and  the  widow  Elizabeth  Pugsley,  whose  places  of 
residence  are  not  known  to  us;  ami  their  Depositions 
and  Statements  and  the  Schedules  of  the  articles 
stolen  from  John  Martine  and  his  son-in-law,  afford, 
at  once,  the  evidence  of  the  robberies  and  .,f  the  eom- 
’ forts  which  were  to  be  found  in  the  homes  of  the 
| quiet  and  industrious  and  intelligent  residents  of 
I Westchester-county,  at  that  time.3  Among  the  thieves 
i whose  names  have  come  down  to  us,  were  Major 
; Bacon,  Captains  Gale,  Shaddock,  and  Ford,  and 
! others,  of  Colonel  Brewer’s  Regiment  of  Artificers,  of 
j the  Massachusetts  Line  ; and  Officers  and  Privates  of 
the  Regiment  of  Connecticut  troops,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Charles  Webb.4 

In  view  of  these  great  outrages,  and  of  many  others 
| of  which  no  records  have  been  preserved,  the  Com- 
; inittee  of  Safety  for  the  State  addressed  a letter  to 
; the  President  of  the  Continental  Congress,  in  which 
are  these  concluding  words  : “ I have  the  satisfaction 
“ to  assure  you  that  the  fortitude  of  this  State  and 
“ their  zeal  for  the  glorious  cause  in  which  we  are 
“ engaged,  is  not  abated  ; on  the  contrary,  we  are 
“ prepared  to  meet  even  severer  misfortunes,  with  a 
“ spirit  and  firmness  becoming  the  generous  advo- 


meeting-place  of  Lewis  Morris  and  his  friends;  to  have  been  kept  by 
Isaac  Oakley;  and  to  have  stood  until  about  1808,  when  it  was 
burned. 

In  less  there  were  two  Taverns,  in  the  White  Plains,  with  Oakleys 
• for  their  landlords,  in  1775  and  1770:  or,  unless  Milts  had  succeeded 
i Isaac,  as  the  Landlord  of  the  one  Tavern  which  was  “Oakley's 
! “Tavern,"  between  April,  1775,  and  November,  1776,  v.e  were  probably 
; in  error,  in  our  former  statement,  concerning  the  name  of  the  Oakley 
| who  was  the  Landlord  of  that  Tavern  which  was,  there,  mentioned: 

I and  if  only  one  “Oakley's  Tavern"  was  in  existence,  in  the  White 
! Plains,  at  that  time,  it  was  among  the-  buildings  which  were  burned 
| b\  Major  Austin,  on  the  fifth  of  November,  1776.  (ride  payee  *277, 

| <>)•(■:  ;)  and,  th  ixfore,  whs  not  standing  n:  til  18*38,  as  stated  on  page  6:-. 

\\  have  i i n ut-1  to  a ei  tain  the  facts ;.  oiul  so  leave  the  matter 
in  d'.ubt. 

3 1'“  tit  ion  of  J files  Oakley  to  General  Washington,  “Novembers,  1776;*' 
D 'p<  u of  Jolm  Marline  and  Mtmo/ andnrn  of  Good a plundered  from 
j him,  “dated  November  Id,  1776  ; Deposition  of  Talma n I^ysley,  “dated 
“the  second  day  of  December,  1776”  ; Petition  of  Fh-jle  OakUy  lyth-  On- 
J verdict » of  S-ar-  York,  and  her  DepoeHbm,  “dated  the  second  of  D<-  ember, 
“177G";  Deposition  <f  Manuudnk-:  Foster  and  a List  of  Articles  tabu  by 
l the  lira,  from  him,  “dated  the  thirteenth  of  November,  177*  ’*  ; lie- 
I leasa,  by  /Stephen  Ookhy,  11  in  behalf  of  Solomon  J'.ojsley  and  the  tcidow 
I “ Ffi:nbeth  to  Captain  Ford,  “f«*r  the  things  that  said  Captain 

“Ford  ami  bis  men  did  Like  out  of  the  house  of  Solomon  Pugsb.-y,  near 
| “ the  lines  of  the  enemy,  at  White  Plains,  on  Philips  « Manor  etc. 

| No  more  interesting  pipers,  connected  with  the  hi>:>ry  of  that  period 
ami  illustrative  of  the  morality  and  integrity  of  New  Englanders  of  the 

era  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  can  be  found,  unywhere,  than  these. 

Depositions  of  1‘htrbe  Oakley,  John  Martine,  Hitman  Poysb  y,  owl 
ManothUike  Foster;  Iltlaua.',  by  Stephen  Oakley  to  Captain  Ford;  Ikpositwa 

i of  Kbenezer  linn-ill , “dated  the  second  day  of  December,  1770"  ; etc. 
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“cates  for  Liberty.  Unhappily  am  I to  add,  that, 

“ amidst  nil  our  suffering,  the  Army  employed  for 
“ the  protection  of  America  have  not  refrained  from 
“ embittering  even  the  calamities  of  War.  At  a 
“ time  when  the  utmost  resources  of  this  State  were 
“ laid  open  to  their  wants,  and  the  members  of  Con- 
“ vention  personally  submitted  to  the  labour  and 
“ fatigue  which  were  necessary,  on  a sudden  emer- 
“ geucy,  and  after  frequent  losses  of  Provisions  and 
“ Barracks,  to  supply  two  numerous  Armies,  aug- 
“ mented  by  the  Militia,  with  every  article  which  j 
“ they  required,  the  Court-house  and  the  remains  of 
“ the  Village,  at  the  White  Plains,  which  had  been 
“ spared,  on  the  retreat  of  our  forces,  was,  after  the 
“ enemy  had,  in  their  turn,  retired,  wantonly  de-  j 
“ stroyed,  without  the  Orders  and  to  the  infinite  re-  I 
“ gret  of  our  worthy  General.  Besides,  in  spite  of  ! 
“ all  his  Excellency’s  efforts,  wherever  our  troops 
“ have  marched  or  been  stationed,  they  have  done 
“ infinite  damage  to  the  possessions  and  farms,  and 
“ have  pilfered  the  property  of  the  people. 

“ I am  directed,  Sir,  to  submit  it  to  the  honourable 
“ Congress,  whether  some  effectual  remedy  ought 
“ not  to  be  provided  against  such  disorderly  and  d is-  \ 
“ graceful  proceedings.  The  soldier  who  plunders  S 
“ the  country  lie  is  employed  to  protect,  is  no  better 
“ than  a robber,  and  ought  to  be  treated  accordingly  ; 

“ and  a severe  example  ought,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
“ Committee,  to  he  made  of  the  Officer  who,  without 
“ necessity  or  IBs  General’s  permission,  set  fire  to  the 
“ Court-house  and  other  buildings,  at  the  White 
“ Plains.  He  is  guilty  of  the  crime  of  Arson  ; and  if 
“ lie  cannot  he  punished  by  the  Articles  of  War,  he  i 
“ ought  to  be  given  up  to  the  Laws  of  the  land.  If  j 
“ so  glaring  a violation  of  every  sentiment  of  human-  | 
“ ity  should  be  passed  over,  in  silence,  if  the  Army  ^ 
“ is  not  seasonably  restrained  from  such  acts  of  bar-  j 
“ barity,  the  consequence  must  be  fatal  to  the  cause  j 
“ of  a people  whose  exalted  glory  it  is  to  be  advocates 
“ for  the  Rights  of  Mankind  against  the  tyranny  and 
“ oppression  of  lav  less  power.”  1 

The  conduct  of  General  Washington,  in  the  trying 
events  of  that  memorable  Campaign,  in  Westchester- 
county,  has  received  the  unqualified  approbation  of 
his  country  and  of  the  world,  and  secured  for  him  the 
highest  honors,  as  a Soldier  and  as  a commanding 
General.  The  conduct  of  General  Howe,  during  the 
same  Campaign,  received  nothing  else  than  the  ap- 
proval of  the  King,  his  step-brother,  and  that  of  the 
party  of  the  Opposition,  in  the'  Parliament,  of  which 
he  was  a member,  and  which  was,  peculiarly,  the 
party  who  was  in  sympathy  with  America. 

Both  the  Admiral  and  the  General,  commanders, 
respectively,  of  the  King’s  Fleet  and  Army,  were  ac- 
cused, by  the  Press  of  Great  Britain  and  in  the  Par- 


t The  Committee  of  Safety  fa  the  President  of  the  Congress,  4i  Is  Commit 
tee  of  Safety  for  the.  State  of  New- Your,  Fishkii.l,  November 
20,  1776.” 


liament,  with  want  of  wisdom,  in  the  formation  of 
their  plans;  and  with  want  of  vigor  ami  energy,  in 
the  execution  of  those  plans.2 3  “ A connection  with 
“the  Opposition,  and  a resolution,  assumed  before 
“ their  departure  from  England,  to  frustrate  every 
“measure  of  the  ” [then]  “present  Administration, 
“and,  thereby,  to  bring  them”  [the  Administration,'] 
“into  disgrace  with  their  Sovereign  and  the  Nation,” 
were,  also,  boldly  charged  on  the  two  brothers  ;3  while 
others  “shrewdly  suspected  that  their  poverty,  not 
“ their  will,  consented  ” — they  said  that  it  was  “ ob- 
“ vious  to  all,  that,  had  the  Admiral  destroyed  the 
“rebel  ships,  in  their  ports,  or  effectually  blockaded 
“ up  their  harbors,  no  valuable  captures  of  Tobacco  or 
“ Indigo  could  have  fallen  to  the  share  of  the  British 
“Admiral ; ” and  they  did  not  hesitate  to  assert  that 
large  fortunes  were  accumulated,  from  that  source.4 
They  also  took  advantage  of  the  friendship  which 
had  existed  between  the  family  of  Howe  and  the 
Americans,  during  the  French  War;  and  they  boldly 
charged  the  brothers  with  positive  friendship  for  the 
American  cause.5  All  of  these  charges  were,  prob- 
ably, more  or  less  true.  The  two  brothers  were 
indolent  men  ; lond  of  company,  wine,  and  play  : 
they  were,  in  fact,  identified  with  the  party  of  the 
Opposition:  they  did  not  attempt  to  conceal  the 
sympathy,  which,  to  some  extent,  they'  felt  for  the 
Americans:  like  other  Commanders,  in  both  ancient 
and  modern  times,  they  probably  kept  a sharp  eye  on 
the  spoils.  But  there  were,  also,  other  circumstances, 
of  which  their  accusers  knew  nothing  and  of  which 
the  world,  to-day,  knows  only  very  little,  which  largely 
controlled  them  ; and  it.  is  only  reasonable  and  fair, 
therefore,  that  the  accused  should,  also,  he  heard  on 
the  subject — when  a Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons was  charged  with  the  grave  duty  of  inquiring 
into  the  conduct  of  General  Howe,  during  his  com- 
mand of  the  King’s  troops  in  North  .America,  that 
distinguished  Officer  made  a w ritten  defense,  in  which 
we  find  the  following  words,  relative  to  the  operations 
of  the  Royal  Army,  in  Westchester-county  : 

“ From  the  twelfth  of  October,  tbe  day  the  Army 
“landed  on  Frog’s-neck,  to  the  twenty-first  of  the 
“same  month,  we  were  employed  in  getting  lip  Stores 
“and  Provision4 : and  in  bringing  over  the  Dragoons, 
“the  Second  Division  of  Hessians,  and  the  carriages 
“and  horses  for  transportating  Provisions.  Artillery, 
“ Ammunition,  and  Baggage.  Four  or  five  days  had 

2 [Galloway’s]  to  a Xolfamant  3U»;  [(.lallowtiy’s]  1l»vly  to  tlf  Ob- 

servations of  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  William  Howry  on  a pamphlet,  entitled 
If  den  to  a Xob’eman  ; L>tt.  r from  “ Cicero  *’  /•>  L>rd  II  wy  *2,  3 ; WruxalFs 
Memoirs  of  hie  utrn  Time,  Kilit.  Philadelphia  : 1845, 163;  et>'. 

3 -l  Letter  to  the  Jiijhl  Honorable  Lord  Viscount  H a.  17* lit.  London: 

1 77!>,  42,  43;  Letter  from  “Co  to"  to  Lord  H ace,  19*5  ; WraXalFs  Mem- 
oirs, 163 ; etc. 

* .4  Litter  to  the  Hiijht  Honorable  L*>rd  Viscount  II  — f,  43,  44  ; Letter 
J'rom  “ Cicero  " to  I/rrd  H<ace,  1,  2;  etc. 

4.4  /W/«.r  to  tlo • liijht  Honorable  lord  1 **v/»r *»/  H *,42,  43,  Letter 

from  “ Cicero"  fa  Lord  Ho  ice,  7-!);  Tlo  M'llleser  Journal  and  Adver- 
tiser, No.  1*207,  London  : From  Saturday,  December  14,  to  Tuesday,  De- 
cember 17,  1776  ; etc. 
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“been  iin:\viii<l:il)!v  lak-en  up  in  landing  at  Urog’s- 
“ nek,  in -toad  «,f  ll * < i 1 ; , nt  . to  iVll’s-point, 

“which  would  have  been  an  imprudent,  measure,  ;us  it 
“could  not  have  been  executed  without  much  un- 
“ necessary  risk. 

“ On  the  twenty-eighth  oft  >ctober,  the  engagement 
“ at  the  White-Plains  took  place.  But  it  hits  been 
“asserted,  that,  by  my  not  attacking  the  lines,  on  the  ! 
“day  of  that  action,  I lost  an  opportunity  of  destroy- 
ing the  Rebel  Army;  and  it  has  been  also  said, 
“that  I might  have  cut  olfthe  enemy’s  retreat  by  the 
“Croton-bridge.  Sir:  an  assault  upon  the  enemy’s 
“ right,  which  was  opposed  to  the  Hessian  troops,  i 
“was  intended.  The  Committee  mast  give  me  credit 
“ when  I assure  them,  that  I have  political  reasons, 
“and  no  other,  for  declining  to  explain  why  that  as-  : 
“ sault  was  not  made.  Upon  a minute  inquiry,  those  ! 
“reasons  might,  if  necessary,  be  brought  out,  in  evi- 
dence, at  the  Bar.  If,  however,  the  assault  had  been  1 
“made,  and  the  lines  carried,  the  enemy  would  have  | 
“got  off.  without  much  loss;  and  no  way  had  we,  ! 
“that  I could  ever  learn,  of  cutting  off  their  retreat 
“by  the  Croton-bridge.  I cannot  conceive  t lie  foun-  i 
“ dation  of  such  an  idea.  By  forcing  the  lines,  we  [ 
“should,  undoubtedly,  have  gained  a more  brilliant 
“advantage,  some  Baggage,  and  some  Provisions;  but  j 
“we  had  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  Rebel  Army  [ 
“could  have  been  destroyed.  The  ground  in  their  j 
“ rear  was  such  as  they  could  wish,  for  securing  their  j 
“ retreat,  which,  indeed,  seemed  to  be  their  particular 


“object.  And,  Sir,  I do  not  hesitate  to  confess  that, 
“ if  I could,  by  any  manoeuvre,  remove  an  enemy 
“from  a very  advantageous  position,  without  hazard- 
“ ing  the  consequences  of  an  attack,  where  the  point 
“to  be  carried  was  not  adequate  to  the  loss  of  men  to 
“be  expected  from  the  enterprise,  I should  certainly 
“adopt  that  cautionary  conduct,  in  the  hopes  of 
“meeting my  adversary  upon  more  equal  terms.’'1 
The  careful  student  of  that  portion  of  tin  - history  of 
our  own  country  which  relates  to  the  Campaign  in 
Westchester-county,  in  177b,  will  arise  from  the  ex- 
amination of  it  with  the  words  on  his  lips  which  the 
Apostle  Paul  employed,  in  another  connection  : " God 
“ hath  chosen  the  foolish  things  of  the  world  to  con- 
“ found  the  w ise,  and  God  hath  chosen  the  weake 
“things  of  the  world,  to  confound  the  mighty  things, 
“ and  vile  things  of  the  world,  and  things  which  are 
“despised,  hath  God  chosen,  and  things  which  are 
“not,  to  bring  to  nought  things  that  are.”- 


1 Speech  of  General  Ihnce  before  the  CoitnniV of  th •:  JI>mse  f Con i- 
Aj>ril  29,  1779 — Almon's  Rn-lbimeutanj  Rzji-t-o\  Kirch  Sesskn, 
Fourteenth  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  xii.,  :i2t. 

See,  also,  The  y>n-rarire  of  Sir  Willi  tin  House.,  •’■,7. 

- The  Xeice  Te-stnno  nt,  Genevan  Version,  F.'lir.  Lomion  : 1.V9-3,  1 G-ririth- 
ian.%  i.,  27,  23. 
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